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CSHB 179(FSH) "An Act relating to the commissioner of education

SPONSOR:

and the commissioner of fish and game; and
providing for an effective date."

Representative Gene Therriault

Sectional Analysis:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Section 6:

Section 7:

Amends AS 14.07.145(c). The commissioner of

education serves at the pleasure of the board and may

not have a fixed term. It also eliminates the removal for cause
reference.

Amends AS 16.05.010. Removes the requirement that the
commissioner of fish and game serves a five year term.

Amends AS 44.39.030. Reaffirms the commissioner of fish and
game serves at the pleasure of the governor and removes the
five year term.

Amends AS 44.39.050. Clarifies that the governor may remove
the commissioner of fish and game without a request from the
Board of Fisheries and the Board of Game.

Repeals AS 14.07.145(f) which lists the causes by which a
commissioner of education may be removed, (f) is not needed
due to changes made in section 1.

Changes apply to appointments made after the effective date.

Provides an immediate effective date.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT
HB 179

HB 179 An Act relating to the commissioner of education and the
commissioner of fish and game; and providing for an
effective date.

SPONSOR: Representative Therriault

SPONSOR STATEMENT:

HB 179 is intended to change the term of office for the commissioners of
Education and Fish and Game so their terms do not exceed the term of the
governor who appointed them. HB 179 is needed to avoid a situation in
which an outgoing commissioner®s contract must be honored by an incoming

administration.

The Alaska State Constitution provides the power for the governor to
appoint each principal department head. The Department of Education and
the Department of Fish and Game are unique due to the involvement of
their respective boards.

The principal head of the Department of Education is the Board of Education.
The Board of Education appoints its principal executive officer. The board has
the right to dismiss the commissioner, If a dismissal is deemed necessary.
HB 179 would eliminate the present 5 year term as specified in current statute.

The Commissioner of Fish and Game is appointed by the governor from a list
compiled by the Board of Fisheries and the Board of Game. HB 179 clarifies
that the commissioner does serve at the pleasure of the governor and
eliminates the reference to the commissioner of Fish and Game being
approved to a 5 year term.

The Alaska State Constitution grants the governor the power to appoint
department heads. HB 179 reaffirms this constitutional right.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



HB 179

"An Act relating to the commissioner of education and the

commissioner of fish and game; and providing for an effective date.”

SPONSOR:

Rep. Gene Therriault

Sectional Analysis:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Amends AS 14.07.145(c) limiting a commissioner to a
term which may not have an expiration date that is later
than the expiration date of the current term of office of
the person who is governor at the time of the
appointment.

Amends AS 44.39.030. limiting the commissioner of fish
and game to a term which may not have an expiration
date that is later than the expiration date of the current
term of office of the person who is governor at the time
the appointment is made.

Applies this Act to appointments made by the Board of
Education and the governor, as applicable, on or after the
effective date of this Act.

Places this Act under AS 01.10.070(c), effective
immediately.

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
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Honorable Gene Therriault
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol-Room 421
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Re CSHB 179 — An Act relating to
the commissioner of education
and the commissioner of fish
and game; and providing for an
effective date
Dear Representative Therriault
At your reguest, we have reviewed the working draft
given to us today. We believe the proposed language solves the
problems you have identified in the present law. The changes are
consistent with the discussion we had with your staff on Tuesday,
February 6, and we support the bill.
Thank you for allowing us to assist you in this way.

JAR:pao

CC: Pat Pourchot, Legislative
O ffice of the Governor
Chrystal Smith, Legal
Department of Law

Assistant
Law

Deborah Behr,
Department of

Assistant
Law

W hite,
of

Steve
Department

SUPPORT

Sincerely yours

Dahl
Attorney General

Thomas H.
Assistant

Director

Administrator

Attorney General

Attorney General



