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Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 168

HOUSE BILL NO. 168 PERMITS FOR NONRESIDENT OPTOMETRISTS

"An Act relating to temporary permits for certain optometrists."

I ^ U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O :  J

(7)
Date Referred: February 8, 1995 FURTHER REFERRALS: Labor & Commerce

recommends it be replaced / \  [X] the same title
with the following committee substitute C .S  B &  / k (. H ESS  )__________ [ ] a new title

( ] additional referral t o _______________________ Committee
[ | attached amendment(s)

ADOPTS: Letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Dcpl) APPROVES PREVIOUS:

| J fiscal note(s) _______________________ [ ] fiscal note(s) ____________________________

Ivl zero fiscal note(s) _______£-EV)  [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 168( )

IN TH E L EG ISLA TU R E O F T H E  STA TE O F A L A S K A  

NIN ETEEN TH  L E G ISL A T U R E  - F IR ST  SE SSIO N

JY
)fFered:
deferred:

iponsor(s): HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

An Act relating to temporary permits for certain optometrists.”

IE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c tio n  1. AS 08 .72  is am ended by adding  a new  section to read:

Sec. 08.72.172. PER M IT FO R  L O C U M  TEN EN S PR A C T IC E , (a) T h e  board 

m ay  issue a tem porary  perm it to a nonresident op tom etrist fo r the p u rpose  o f  assisting  

o r  su b s titu tin g  for an optom etrist licensed  u nder this chap ter. T h e  o p to m etris t w ho  

w ill be ass is ted  o r for w hom  the no n resid en t o p tom etrist w ill be su b stitu tin g  shall 

su b m it a w ritten  request to the board  asking fo r the locum  tenens p e rm it to  be issued  

fo r the nonresident. A resident op tom etrist licensed  under this ch ap te r m ay n o t request 

m o re  than  o n e  locum  tenens p erm it w ith in  a 12-m onth period .

(b) A  perm it issued u nder this section  is valid  fo r  60  co n secu tiv e  d ay s  and  

m ay  be ren ew ed  up to tw o tim es w ith in  a 12-m onth perio d  i f  c ircu m stan ces  w arran t. 

P erm its  issued  under this section are  not valid  fo r m ore than 180 co n secu tiv e  d ay s o f  

p rac tice  w ith in  a 12-m onth period.

(c) A person who applies fo r a perm it under this section shall pay  the requ ired

-1- CSHB 168( )
New T r y t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D J
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fee and  furnish  p ro o f o f

(1) h o ld in g  a  valid , cu rren t, an d  u n restric ted  license  to  p rac tice  

o p to m e try  issued by a sta te  o r  territo ry  o f  the U n ited  S ta tes o r  by  a p ro v in ce  o r 

te rrito ry  o f  C anada, A u stra lia , o r  N ew  Z ealand ; and

(2) there being no unresolved com plain ts o r form al charges filed  against 

the ap p lican t with a licen sin g  board .

(d) W ithin 10 days after a perm it has been issued u nder th is section , the board  

shall forw ard  to the d ep a rtm en t a rep o rt o f  the issu an ce  o f  the p erm it.

(e) T he board shall issue to  a perm ittee u nder this sec tion  an  en d o rsem en t o r 

o th e r ev idence  o f au thorization  to use p harm aceu tica l agen ts  o r  p erfo rm  o th e r specia l 

p ro ced u res  that are not au tho rized  u nder a  general license issued  u n d er AS 0 8 .7 2 .1 5 0  

if  the perm ittee

(1) m eets the req u irem en ts  o f  this ch ap te r fo r o b ta in in g  the 

en d o rsem en t o r o th er au th o riza tio n ; o r

(2) m et req u irem en ts  substan tia lly  s im ila r to  those  o f  this c h a p te r fo r 

the use o f  ph arm aceu tica l ag en ts  o r perfo rm ance  o f  o th e r  sp ec ia l p roced u res, as 

ap p licab le , under the license g ran ted  to the perm ittee in the ju risd ic tio n  fo r w hich  the 

p erm ittee  furnished p ro o f  o f  licensure  u n d er (c)(1 ) o f  this sec tion .

CSHB 168( ) .2-
New  T f y x r  U n d e r l i n e d  I D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 168( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY
Offered;
Referred:
Sponsor(s): HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to tem porary perm its for certain optometrists."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.72 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.172. PERMIT FOR LOCUM TENENS PRACTICE, (a) The board 

may issue a temporary permit to a nonresident optometrist for the purpose of assisting or 

substituting for an optometrist licensed under this chapter. The optometrist who will be 

assisted or for whom the nonresident optometrist will be substituting shall submit a 

written request to the board asking for the locum tenens permit to be issued for the 

nonresident. A resident optometrist licensed under this chapter may not request more 

than one locum tenens permit within a 12-month period.

(b) A permit issued under this section is valid for 60 consecutive days and may 

be renewed up to two times within a 12-month period if circumstances warrant. Permits 

issued under this section are not valid for more than 180 consecutive days of practice 

within a 12-month period.

-1- CSHB 168( )
New  - J n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  TEX T  B R A C K E T E D ]



1 (c) A person who applies for a permit under this section shall pay the required

2 fee and furnish proof of

3 (1) holding a valid, current, and unrestricted license to practice optometry

4 issued by a state or territory of the United States or by a province or territory of Canada,

5 Australia, or New Zealand; and

6 (2) there being no unresolved complaints or formal charges Filed against

7 the applicant with a licensing board.

8 (d) Within 10 days after a permit has been issued under this section, the board

9 shall forward to the department a report of the issuance of the permit.

WCRK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

CSHB 168( ) •2*
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HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
A L A S K A  STATE L EGISLATURE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

S T A T E  CAPITOL, J U N E A U  99801
(907) -165-3759

H B  168

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  f o r  c e r t a i n  o p t o m e t r i s t s .

T h i s  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  at t h e  r e q u e s t  
of  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .

W i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h i s  bill, a l o c u m  t e n e n s  p e r m i t  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  
t o  a n o n r e s i d e n t  o p t o m e t r i s t  for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  o r  
s u b s t i t u t i n g  for a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.72.

A l a s k a  h a s  a lot of s o l o  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in r e m o t e  a n d  s e m i - r e m o t e  
a r e a s  of  t h e  St a t e .  If t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  b e c o m e s  inj u r e d ,  s e r i o u s l y  
ill o r  m u s t  l e a v e  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  h e  p r e s e n t l y  m u s t  c l o s e  d o w n  h i s  
c l i n i c .  T h i s  c a n  b r i n g  a h a r d s h i p  t o  h i s  p a t i e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  if 
t h e  t i m e  a w a y  e x t e n d s  to s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .

Also, o u t s i d e  s p e c i a l i s t s  in s u b n o r m a l  v i s i o n ,  v i s u a l  t h e r a p y ,  etc, 
c a n  b e  s c h e d u l e d  to  a s s i s t  l o c a l  d o c t o r s  w h e r e  s p e c i a l t y  c a r e  d o e s  
n o t  n o w  exist.

I u r g e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

SPONSOR STATEMENT



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

Boards a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s

OPTOMETRY 

BOARD: Board of Examiners in Optometry 

BOARD IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 07 2

DEPARTMENT: Departm ent of Commerca and Economic Development

AUTHORITY: AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 1 0

STATUS: Active

SUNSET DATE: June 30. 1996

REQUIREMENTS: Legislative Confirmation

PROHIBITIONS: Cannot serve more than all or part of tw o consecutive terms.

TERM: 4 years

DESCRIPTION: 5 m em bers appointed by Governor: 4 licensed practicing optom etrists w ho 
have been residents at least 3 years; plus 1 public member.

FUNCTION: Regulates and controls practice of optometry; issues applications, licenses, and 
permits.

CHAIR: Board selects.

SPECIAL FACTS: Serve at the pleasure of the Governor. Members serve until a successor is 
appointed. An appointm ent to fill a vacancy is for the remainder of the unexpired term. A 
member who has served all or part of tw o successive term s may not be reappointed unless 
four years have elapsed since the person has last served.

COMPENSATION: Standard Travel and Per Diem.

MEETINGS: 2 tim es per year; 2 days total.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. Steve Snyder, Division of Occupational 
Licensing, DCED, P.O. Box 110806 M/S 0 8 0 0 , Juneau, AK, 99811 080 6 ,
Phone: 907  465 2580

188
(Ravinsd Oncember 23, 1393)

BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s

Member

Randall W . Christiansen 
Optom etrist 
7 2 5  Darrell Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 9 9 7 0 9

Lynn J . Coon 
Optometrist 
4 1 8  North Main 
W asilla , AK 9 9 6 8 7

Steve S . Dobson 
Optometrist
1 0 0 0  E. Dimond B lvd., S te . 101 
Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 1 5

Jam es Matson 
Optometrist -- Chair 
8 0 0  G lacier Avenue 
Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1

Marilyn S. Porter 
Public
1 8 3 4  Stanford Drive 
Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 8

Membership Roster 
OPTOMETRY (072)

Appointed Reappointed

0 3 /1 2 /9 2

0 2 /0 6 /8 9  0 6 /1 5 /9 2

0 2 /0 6 /8 9  0 5 /0 8 /9 2

11 /3 0 /8 9  0 6 /1 7 /9 3

1 2 /1 4 /9 2

Term Exp. 

0 6 /1 5 /9 4  S

0 6 /1 5 /9 6

0 6 /1 5 /9 5

06/1 5 /97

06 /15 /9^ * 1 3

(Raviaod Dacomber 23, 1993)
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