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Thi* analysis assumes the new Gold Rush plates will be phased in rather than having a general replacement of all existing plates 
The new plates would then be issued to new vehicles being registered for the first time, vehicles from other states being 
registered in Alaska, and vehicles whose current plates must be replaced due to loss or damage.
The license plate contract must be rebid or renegotiated to include the new design. It is anticipated that the costs of plates will 
increase due to normal inflation that has occurred since the last contract date and for the added complexity of the new graphic 
design. There will be additional design costs associated with a new plate design. This will compensate the manufacturer for the 
work in assisting the state with design and special manufacture of samples for approval and for the initial set up costs to produce 
the reflective sheeting for the plates.
Plates are normally ordered in July for the following calendar year The contract specifies a five month lead time for delivery so 
that the vendor may purchase the exact amount of materials needed. There is not sufficient time to rebid the contract and order 
plates before July 96 when the next order must be placed. The design work for the new plate will be completed in FY 97 before 
the contract for plates is bid since the use of colors in the design will be a factor in the cost for the vendors. The actual order for 
the new plates will be placed in July 1997 in place of the normal plate order in order to arrive in time for issue by January 1998 to 
coincide with the start of the gold rush centennial period.
S um m a ry  o f Expenses

FY 97

Design and Set-up costs for new sheeting (one time cost) 10.0

FY 98
10% plate vendor price increase 34.4
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O FFERED  IN  THE HOUSE 
TO : CSSB 86(F IN )

1 Page 1, line 2, after "plates":
2 Insert and providing fo r an effective date"

A J b  O b

3 Page 2, after line 8:
4 Insert new bill sections to read:
5 "* Sec. 3. AS 28.10.161(b) is repealed and reenacted to read:
6 (b) Every passenger vehicle registration plate, except as specifically provided
7 in AS 28.10.181, shall have displayed upon it
8 (1 ) the Alaska flag;
9 (2) the traditional colors o f yellow-gold and blue;

10 (3 ) the slogan "The Last Frontier";
11 (4) the registration number assigned to the vehicle for which it is
12 issued;
13 (5) the name o f this state, which may be abbreviated; and
14 (6 ) the registration year number or expiration date for which time it
15 is validated; the registration year number or expiration date may be part o f the license
16 plate or contained on a suitable sticker or tab device issued by the department;
17 however, .only one sticker or tab device may be issued for each pair o f plates and the
18 sticker or tab device must be affixed to the rear plate.
19 * Sec. 4. Section 3 o f this Act takes effect January 1, 2005."

-I-
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A lU L L -------------------------------------------------------------

FOR AN ACT EN T ITLED

1 "An A d  relating to issuance o f commemorative gold rush motor vehicle license

2 plates."

3 HE IT  ENACTED BY TH E  LEG ISLA TU RE  OF T I IE  STATE O F  ALASKA :

4 * Section I. PURPOSE. It is the purpose o f this Act to commemorate the period between
5 1994 and 2004 as the decade o f the Alaska Gold Rush Centennial.
(t * Sec. 2. AS 28 .10 .161(b) is amended to read:
7 (b) Every passenger vehicle registration plate, except as specifically provided
8 in AS 28 .10 .LSI, shall have displayed upon it
9 (1 ) a design and co lor commemoration 1994 - 2004 as the decade

10 o f the centennial o f the i»old rush period in the state: in determining the design
11 and co lor o f the rcuistration plate, the commissioner s lia ll consult with the Alaska
12 C o ld  Rush Centennial Task Force [THE ALASKA FLAG;
13 (2 ) THETRAD1TIONAL COLORS OF YELLOW -GOLD  AND LILUE;
14 (3 ) T IIE  SLOGAN "THE LAST FRONTIER";!

SB00H6C -I- CSSII 86(FIN)
Now Tf'X t u n d e r  I in.<< I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED I



(2 ) [(4 )] the registration number assigned to the vehicle for which it is
issued;

(3) [(5 )] the name o f this state, which may be abbreviated; and
(4) [(6 )] the registration year number or expiration date for which time 

it is validated; the registration year number or expiration date may be part o f the 
license plate or contained on a suitable slicker or tab device issued by the department; 
however, only one sticker or tab device may be issued for each pair o f plates and the 
sticker or tab device must be affixed to the rear plate.

CSS It JM(FIN) -2 - SH0086C
How Text IlncU-rl int'ri  /  DELETED TEXT BRACKETED I
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 
TO: CSSB 86(F IN )

1 Page 1, line 7, follow ing "plate":
2 Insert "issued bv the department a fte r January 1. 1997"

3 Page 2, following line 8:
4 Insert a new bill section to read:
5 "* Sec. 3. TRANSITION . Notwithstanding AS 28.10.161(b), as amended by sec. 2 o f this
6 Act, the Department o f Public Safety may continue to issue passenger vehicle registration
7 plates as provided under AS 28.10.161(b) as it read immediately before the effective date o f
8 this Act until the new registration plate required under AS 28.10.161(b), as amended by sec.
9 2 o f this Act, is available and until the Department o f Public Safety issues the remaining

10 supply o f passenger registration plates displaying the design and color required under
11 AS 28.10.161(b ) as it read immediately before the effective date o f this Act."
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d en o te

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  SB  - 86  
" C O M M E M O R A T IV E  G O L D  R U S H  L IC E N S E  P L A T E S "

T h e  pu rpose  o f  Seriate B i l l 8 6  is to com m em ora te  the period  between 
199 4  and 2 0 0 4  as the A laska  G o ld  Rush  C en tenn ia l D ecade w ith the 
issuance o f  a new  m oto r veh ic le  licen se  p la te . T he  C om m iss ion e r o f  
P ub lic  S a fe ty  w ill design the license p la te  in con su lta tion  w ith the 
A la sk a  G o ld  Rush C entenn ia l T ask F o rce  and license p late 
m a n u fa c tu r e .

T h is  le g is la t io n  was requested by the A la sk a  G o ld  Rush  C en tenn ia l 
T a sk  F o rce  which has o v e r 125 m em bers in 25  A la skan  com m un itie s  
and Canada. The G o ld  Rush Task F o rce  was estab lished  to coo rd in a te  
s ta tew ide c e le b ra t io n s  o f  the 100th  ann iv e rsa rie s  in o rd e r to 
p rom o te  the understand ing o f  the im po rtan ce  o f  the g o ld  rush e ra  in 
A la ska 's  h is to ry  and to enhance tou rism  op p o rtu n it ie s .

A s you  can see from  the le tters o f  support, o rg an iza tion s  and 
in d iv id u a ls  statew ide are in vo lv ed  in the G o ld  Rush  T ask  Forces' 
ce le b ra tion s  e f fo r t s  and support SB  8 6  in the cu rren t fo rm .

S B  S6 S h ou ld  be fa m ilia r  to m any le g is la to rs , the 18th A la ska  
L eg is la tu re  passed SB  4 0 7  chang ing ou r standard p la te to G o ld  Rush 
lic en se  p la tes but G o v e rn o r H ic ke l ve toed  the b ill because it rem oved  
the 2 p la te  req u irem en t,

REPRESENTING 
GOLDEN HEART 

OF ALASKA



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF COM M ERCE AND 
ECONOM IC DEVELOPM ENT

DIVISION OF TOURISM

P.O.BOX 110801 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0801 
PHONE: (907) 465-2012

March 14, 1996

Senator Sharp 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Sharp:

The Division of Tourism, on behalf of the Knowles Administration and the statewide 
grass roots membership of the Alaska Gold Rush Centennial Task Force, applauds 
your sponsorship of the CS for Senate Bill 86, relating to the issuance of a gold rush 
centennial license plate. In 1994, the Alaska State Legislature issued a resolution 
dedicating the gold rush centennial decade and urging widespread participation in 
commemorations. Since then, Task Force members have met by teleconference and in 
small groups, taking a new look at Alaska during the turn of the century. They have 
created events and activities to commemorate this important historic period along with 
some very exciting educational and promotional material.

The Governor’s Marketing Alaska initiative encourages gold rush centennial efforts as 
promotional opportunities that can successfully leverage partnerhips with a variety of 
groups. The license plate is a personal opportunity for all Alaskans to join the 
partnership. And, it is a wonderful way to honor the statewide significance of our gold 
rush history as both a magnet for visitors and a source of pride for Alaskans.

I urge your colleagues to join you in supporting CS for SB 86.

Director

CC: Senator Drue Pearce
Senator Jim Duncan 
Pat Pourchot

OP-H7LM
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A lw k *  Branch S ale* Cent«r/3M

11151 Calaska Circlo 
Anchorage. Alaska 99516 
907/522 5200

March 13, 1996
3 M

; (

Senator Bert M. Sharp 
Alaska State Senate 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska

Re; Senate Bill No. 86

Dear Senator Sharp:

Concerning the design of a new graphic license plate 

for the state of Alaska, 3M would bo willing to make 

the services of a graphic design artist available. 

This individual is experienced in the design of . 

license plates in other U.S. jurisdictions.

YourB truly,

' l o  w. Bowyer 

ianager 

3M Alaska

4
• 1
f > 1
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STATE  OF AL ASKA  
THE LEGISLATURE

Source
SCR 13

Relating to the Gold Rush Centennial Decade.

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  TH E  LEG ISLATURE OF TH E  STATE OF ALASKA:

W H EREAS the discoveries o f gold in Alaska and the Yukon in the late 1890s set off 
the last great American gold rush, luring thousands of men and women north, some to escape 
economic depression, others to seek adventure; and

W H EREA S prospectors searched throughout Alaska, including the Southeast 
panhandle, the Kenai Peninsula, the Seward Peninsula, and the vast Interior, discovering gold 
and other precious metals and establishing new towns such as Circle, Nome, Juneau, 
Skagway, Fairbanks, Hope, Iditarod, and Valdez; and

W H EREA S along with the prospectors came people, both honest and crooked, to 
provide services to the miners and, in the process, to stimulate the development of 
communications, local governments, and establishment of transportation routes like the 
Chllkoot, Iditarod, Valdez, Kandshna, Bonnifieid, Dalton, and Circle City trails; and

W H EREA S , while the participants were predominantly white males, there were also 
women, Asians, and African-Americans who were pan of the Gold Rush story; and

W H EREAS Alaska Nadves participated in the Gold Rush and the changes the Gold

1994
Legislative 
Resolve No.



Rush brought to the temtory dramatically changed their way of life, impacting land rights^ 
hunting grounds, and trade and travel routes; and

W H EREAS the gold mining industry has become an integral pan of Alaska's 
economy, with over 200 producing gold mines, employing hundreds o f persons, and 
producing over 260,000 ounces of gold in 1992 worth more than $88,000,000; and

W H EREAS the Governor and Lieutenant Governor fanned the Alaska Gold Rush 
Centennial Task Force in 1993, consisting of 124 members from 25 Alaska communities, 
Washington, and the Yukon Territory, representing federal, state, and municipal governments, 
tourism organizations, historical groups, museums, libraries, the news media, private 
businesses, educational institutions, and Native organizations; and

W H EREA S the mission of the task force is to coordinate statewide celebration of the 
100th anniversary in order to promote the understanding of the importance o f the Gold Rush 
Era in Alaska's history and to enhance tourism opportunities; and

W H EREA S the task force supports education, research, documentation, and 
preservation of historical resources from the Gold Rush Era;

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that the Alaska State Legislature designates the years 1994 
through 2004 as the Gold Rush Centennial Decade; and be it

FURTH ER  RESOLVED  that the Alaska State Legislature recognizes the Alaska 
Gold Rush Centennial Task Force as coordinator and promoter of statewide centennial 
activities; and be it

F U R TH ER  RESOLVED  that the Alaska State Legislature urges schools, public and 
private organizations, and the people of the state ro coordinate statewide celebrations o f the 
100th anniversary in order to promote an understanding o f the importance o f the Gold Rush 
Era in Alaska’s history and to enhance tourism opportunities.

*•

LR 37 •2-
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October 14, 1993 V
%

Mr. Jay Dulany, Director 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
5700 E. Tudor Rd.
Anchorage, A K  99507

Dear M r. Dulany: ; ,

We, the undersigned, are the Executive Committee of the Alaska Gold Rush Centennial 
Task Force. The Task Force ii a grass-roots, statewide organization established to create 
a permanent historic, economic, and educational gold rush legacy for the citizens of Alaska. 
We understand that the Division of Motor Vehicles is thinking o f changing the state's license 
plate design. W e request that it be a design to commemorate the gold rush era.

Americans discovered gold in Alaska a j early as the 1870s. In 1896, prospectors found gold 
in the Yukon. A  series o f discoveries in Alaska followed: at Nome in 1898, Fairbanks in 
1902, Iditarod in 1906, and Livengood in 1914. Thousands of people participated in these 
gold rushes. Transportation routes, civil government, and communication systems were 
advanced because o f the influx of people into Alaska. W e urge you to observe the 
centennials o f these historical events by creating a new license plate design with a gold rush 
theme.

Other executive committee members: 
Bob Miller 
Camden Toohey 
Tammy Laraon 
Kristi Kantola 
Sandra Anderson

Alaska Division of Totram 
P.O. Sox 110801 
Ju/wau. Alaska 99811-0801 
(907) 465-2012 • Fax (907) 485-2287

Alaska Office of Htery and ArcftMdogy 
P 0 . Box 107001 

Ancfwnga, Alaska 99610-7001 
(90(7) 782-2622 ♦ Fax (907) 782-2628

Sincerely,

Wendy Wolf, Co-Chair 
Division of Touriun 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development

Office of History and Archaeology 
Department o f  Natural Resources



M a r c h  8, 1996

S e n a t o r  S h a r p  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 86(TRA)

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Sharp:

I w a s  q u i t e  e n t h u s e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  is c o n s i d e r i n g  a 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e  g o l d  r u s h  l i c e n s e  plate. I t  is a t r e m e n d o u s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  its e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  
e n d o r s e m e n t  of  t h e  c o m i n g  c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n .  S i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s ,  t h e  g o l d  r u s h  p l a t e  w i l l  
b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  come, 
r e m i n d i n g  t h e m  a n d  v i s i t o r s  a l i k e  of t h e  100 y e a r  
c e l e b r a t i o n .

A s  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  d r a w s  n e a r ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  m a n y  
o c c a s i o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s  Bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a n  M a r i e  T r o n r u d  
P r e s i d e n t

cc; S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  M a c k i e



P.O. BOX 100299 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510-0299 

PHONE (907) 563-3711

March 13. 1996

Ben Sharp . . .
Alaska State Senate • ;
State Capitol, Room 514 - ■
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Sharp:

On behalf o f the over five hundred members o f the Alaska Historical Society, thank you for 
sponsoring Senate B ill 86 to change Alaska’s license plate to one commemorating the state's 
gold rush history. The society wholeheartedly supports the bill.

License plates are an educational tool. They call attention to symbols and significant events 
in a state. I  know that many young people notice them and start to leam geography and 
history from license plates. ,•

It is appropriate for Alaska to remember one o f the pivotal events in its past. The gold 
discoveries and rushes impacted everyone. Prospectors sought gold in every corner o f 
Alaska, and found it many places-Juneau, Circle, Fairbanks, Nome, Iditarod and Kenai to 
mention only a few. It brought people, jobs, and international attention to Alaska at the turn 
o f the century, and mining continues today. As a result o f gold discoveries, Americans 
resolved many o f its boundary issues with Canada, built Alaska’s first roads, and convinced 
the U .S. Government to organize Alaska as a Territory to put it on the path to becoming a 
state.

Thank you for your interest in commemorating Alaska’s history. Please keep me advised o f 
the status o f the legislation. I f  I  can provide additional information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Sandra Paulkner 
President



SENT B Y lX e ro x  T e le c o p i e r  7021 i 3 - 1 3 - 9 6  I 4 : 07PM 1. 9072 5 7 25 1 0~» :#  1

1$82 Waldron D r. 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
M^rch 13, 1996

Sen. Bert  Sharp 
Alaska S ta te  L eg is la tu re  
Juneau, AK 99811 
Attn:  Can Toohey

Dear Senator Sharp;

-A.For a l l  t h e se  reasons ,  I  s t ro n g ly  support  t h e  passage of the  
c^nmittee s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  SB 86.

Thank you, in  advance, f o r  your e f f o r t s  regard ing

p la t e  t h a t  canf u l l y  support  the  idea  of  a h i s t o r i c a l  l i c o n se  
c<p»Bemorate th e  gold rush  c e n te n n ia l  p e r io d .  Hiejtory, during 
t h i s  pe r iod ,  can be an e f f e c t i v e  way to  educate  ojur r e s id e n t s  
v i s i t o r s ,  and i t  can a l s o  be an e f f e c t i v e  way t o  
economic o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  our s t a t e .

and
generate

this bill.
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S e n a t o r  Bert S harp 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801-1182

D e a r  S e n ator Sharp:

C n  behalf of the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  for H i s t o r i c  Preservation, I 
w a n t  to e x p ress our supp o r t  for SB 86 r e l a t i n g  to G o l d  Rush m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  l i c e n s e  plates.

The l i c e n s e  p l a t e a  a r e  an e x c e l l e n t  way t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  
d r a m a t i ' '  c h i . p t e r  i n  A l a s k a ' s  h i s t o r y .

We t h i n k  t h e  Gold Rush p l a t e s  w i l l  have a a e r i e s  o f  b e n e f i t s  f o r  
t h e  s t a t e .  Tourism w i l l  bo enhanced;  A la sk ans  w i l l  be b e t t e r  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  t h e i r l  s t a t e ' s  h i e t o r y ;  and t h e  p l a t e s  w i l l  
e v e n t u a l l y  become v a lu e d  c o l l e c t o r s '  i t e m s .

T h a n k  you for y o u r  g o o d  wo r k  on behalf of Alask a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a n e t  McCabe 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee
A laska  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n

Old City Hail • 524 West 4th Ave., Suite 203 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501
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March 11, 1996

Senator Bert Sliarp Fax 907-465-2070
Juneau, Alaska

1 strongly support the replacement o f our current blue and yellow license plates with an 
appropriate plate that will publicize the Gold Rush Anniversary I assume the new plates will be 
valid over the same time period as our current plates instead o f getting involved with the fiasco 
we had on the 50th Highway Anniversary plates which were valid only on a calendar year basis 
In order to maximize their publicity value 1 believe it should be a double plate issue

Thank you in advance for your support in his matter.

SinceKty,..---------

Brad Phillips 
President

P O. Box 100034 • ANCMOHAoe, Alaska 093100034



Senator Bert Sharp 
Alaska State Senate

Attn: Cam Toohey, 907-465-2070 (.ax}

Dear Senator Sharp:

I am writing In favor of Senalo Bill 86 - to make Alaska’s license plate a 
commemorative gold rush plole. It's certainly a timely measure, we need a new 
design, It's a non-controvorsial theme, and we promise to not ask again for this one for 
another one hundred years.

Sincorely,

M  Q jjjJ h c & T A
M. Diana Brenner
121 West Seventh Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
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S e n a t o r  B e r t  Sharp  
A la s k a  S t a t e  S e n a te  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 99801-1182

Dear  S e n a t o r  Sharp :

T h e  Hope and S u n r i s e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Bt r o n g l y  s upports SB 86, 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a G o l d  Rush t h e m e  for v e h i c l e  l i c e n s e  plates.

We t h i n k  Gold Rush p l a t e s  would be an e x c e l l e n t  way t o  
commemorate an im p o r t a n t  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  many A laskan  
c o m m u n i t i e s .

On t h e  Kenai  P e n i n s u l a  "Hope C i t y " ,  was founded i n  1896 by m in e rs
i n  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  V a l l e y .  1996 iB t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  naming
of  o u r  community, and we would hope t h a t  t h e  new l i c e n s e  p l a t e s
can  be a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  y e a r .

The Gold Rush p l a t e s  would b e n e f i t  t o u r i s m ,  and a l s o  en co u rag e  
A la sk a  r e s i d e n t s  t o  t a k e  p r i d e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  s t a t e  and 
t h e i r  community.

T h a n k  y o u  for i n t r o d u c i n g  and sup p o r t i n g  this bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

^ 6 - r v r v -

A n n  M i l l e r  
S e c r e t a r y ,
Hope a n d  S u n r i s e  H i s torical S o c i e t y
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REMARKS
4310 Seeley Court 

Anchorage, AK 99502-1957

I urge you to support S.B. 36, which designates the Alaska license plate 

to a 10-year designation to honor and commemorate the Alaska Gold Rush 

decade (1994-2004). Alaskans have long suffered from a boring, 

monotonous license plate which has remained unchanged for years. At my 

first arrival in Fairbanks in 1905, the colors and design were new and 

different, but it's now been over ten years with the same, tired theme.

I am excited about the prospect of honoring the prospectors who mined in 

Fairbanks, Ruby, Iditarod, Juneau, Nome, and elsewhere. The new license 

plate would recognise our gold rush heritage, enhance Alaska's rugged 

individual ism with "Outsiders," and ser'o to promote tourism with tho 

thousands of visitors who are expected to come to Alaska. Washington, 

and the Yukon to visit historic sites during this time. Furthermore, 

the Alaska Gold Rush plate would be a revenue-producer for the State of 

Alaska. The plate would serve to educate Alaskans of all ages who may 

not be very familiar with Alaska's rich heritage.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

R. Bruce Parham



United States Department o f the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Klondike Cold Ruih National Historic Pwk 
P.O . BOXS17 

Skagviy, A luka 99810
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M arch 8, 1996

Sen. B e r t  Sharp 
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  Commi t t e e  
S t a t e  Capi t o l  B u i l d i n g  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801-1182

Dear Sen. Sharp,

T am w r i t i n g  in supp o r t  of Senate Bill 86 that w o u l d  authorize 
n e w l y  d e s i g n e d  m o t o r  v e h icle license p l a t e s  to r e c o g n i z e  the 
s i g n i f i c a n t  role pl a y e d  by gold rushes in the h i s t o r y  of Alaska. 
As m a n a g e r  of K l o n d i k e  Gold Rush Nat i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  Park I am 
r e m i n d e d  every day of the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and s a c r i f i c e s  made by 
the s t a m p e d e r s  in their q uest for gold.

In 1994 the Alaska L e g i s l a t u r e  d e s i g n a t e d  the d e c a d e  to 2004 as 
the D e c a d e  of G o l d  Rushes in Alaska. The iss u a n c e  of license 
p l a t e s  c a r r y i n g  the gold rush theme will g i v e  identity to the 
c e n t e n n i a l  of a series of s ignificant events that shaped the 
h e r i t a g e  of our state.

Th e  p r e s e n t  license plates have not been r e d e s i g n e d  for a number 
of years. It is time for a change and this w o u l d  be a p ositive 
w a y  to  p r o m o t e  A l a s k a ' s  next "boom" in a w a y  that is paid for 
t h r o u g h  an e x i s t i n g  fee structure that does not p l a c e  a financial 
b u r d e n  on the p e o p l e  of Alaska.

S i n c e r e l y

Ciay /uuersun, oupt

ornonAi roflU99<7-#oi

n ruca ti emMiCf. «CUiWKm*T
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March 11 ,1996
Senator Bert Sharp 
Senate Finance Commitree 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Senator Sharp:
I am writing on behalf o f the Skagway Convention and Visitors Bureau in support o f 
Senate B ill 86 that would authorize an Alaska Gold Rush Centennials license-plate. As 
you know, the decade o f gold discoveries throughout the north were the springboard for 
additional settlement and development o f Alaska after the turn o f the century. The 
celebration o f these centennials across the State will generate a new gold rush o f 
visitation, as well as a greater understanding o f our gold rush t o o l s .

1

A newly designed license plate commemorating these events will lend certification and 
credibility to the State, communities, groups and individuals who are endeavoring to 
make the most o f this centennial decade,

s
Finally, this new plate can be paid for through an existing fee structure, while providing a 
fresh new look to Alaskan motor vehicle license plates that have been unchanged fo r ‘ 
years.
fthank you and the finance committee for considering this legislation.
Sincerely,

Robert W . Ward J r . ,  
Executive Director
cc: Representative Mackie

Senator Zharoff

SKAGWAY CONVENTION
AND VISITORS BUREAU
r. O. B O X * i 5 
SKA C W aY . ALASKA 99S10 
( 9 0 ( I 9 A 1 - 2 *  S *  
F A X  ( 9 0 7 > 9 9 J - 2 ! 5 ■

TOTmL P . 01
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6en. Bert Sharp '•
state. Capitol, Room 314 
Juneau, A K  93801-1183 ,

Dear senator Sharp:

m i *  letter is In support of SB 86 to change Alaska'* official 
license plate to one comnemorating our Sold Rush heritage. The 
gold rush period of Alaska's hiftory vaa a pivotal time in our 
state's development, Kuoh of what le Alaska today is because of 
that time period of our hietory. Given the present gold rush 
centennial era, it is fitting that the state racegnire our 
hietory with 1 new license plata design.

Sincerely,

Martha Lev 
1921 SunrJ 
Anchorage, A K  99908
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8 March, 1996

Senator Bert Sharp 
State Senate 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Sharp:

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 8p. I think it’s a 
terrific idea to allow Alaskans to choose license plates which 
celebrate our state's Gold Rush Centenniall

Sincerely,

^Executive Director

r WEST THIRD A V H M  L • A H O R A C E .  ALASKA <*•>501 •  «‘V*» iM -K V



CITY OF SKAGWAY
G A TE W A Y  TO TH E G O LD  RUSH O F  ,'9 8 ”  

P .O .  BO X  4  15  S K A G W A Y . A LA SKA  9 9 8 4 0
( PH O N E I 9 0 7 -9 8 3 -2 2 9 7  

(FA X ) 9 0 7 -9 8 3 -2 1 5 1

M arch  11, 1 9 9 6

T h e  H on o ra b le  B e rt Sharp  
C ap ito l R o om  5 1 4  
A la s k a  S ta te L eg is la tu re  
Ju n eau , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

R e : C SSB  86

D e a r S en a to r Sharp ,

T h e  C ity  o f  S k agw a y  is m os t p lea sed  to see y o u r  s p o n so rs h ip  o f  S B  86
a u th o r iz in g  a new  m o to r v eh ic le  lic en se  p la te  design  in c om m en o ra t io n  o f  the
p e r io d  be tw een  1 9 9 4  and  2 0 0 4  as the d ecade  o f  the A la s k a  G o ld  Rush  
C en ten n ia l. W e  encou rage and support the passage o f  th is and any reasonab le  
le g is la t io n  that recogn izes the s ig n ific an t ro le  o f  the g reat G o ld  R ush  to the state 
o f  A la sk a .

W ith  the trem endou s v is ito r  inc rease  and its p o s it iv e  e con om ic  im pact soon to
com e , we a l l have re sp o n s ib ility  in v a r io u s  w ays to a p p ro p r ia te ly  p rom o te  ou r
v e ry  spec ia l h is to rica l heritage. I t  is a m atte r o f  p ride to the p eop le  o f  this state,
and S k a g w a y  in p a r t ic u la r , as w e ll as a w ay  to  sh a re  w ith  v is ito rs  the
im po rtance  o f  a l l the g o ld  rushes in A la ska . this end , SB  86  is an exce llen t 
p iece  o f  le g is la t io n  we fu l ly  endo rse  and w ou ld  hope to have an im m ed ia te  o r
soones t e ffe c t iv e  date once passed .

P le a s e  en te r th is  le tte r o f  su p p o rt in to  a l l p e rtin en t c om m itte e  re c o rd s , and
thank you  fo r  the oppo rtu n ity  to address SB  86 .

S io u x  P lu m m e r 
M a y o r



Box 715
Nome, Alaska 99762 

March 11, ly96

uear Senators and house Members:

We are writing regarding SB 86 "Comraemoracive gold rush motor vehicle license plate".

we support changing our current license piate to a commemorative gold rush motor 

vehicle license place cbac will help escablish the celebration of our scate's gold rush 
heritage. We believe that a new gold rush plate will help promote the gold ru s h  theme 
and statewide celebrations.

Please supporc che scacewidu gold rush celebration and change our license plate to 

reflect that support.

some of you will recall che place issued in the ly60‘s wnich was the totem pole 

in comraeraoracion of che centennialche grizzly bear issued in more recent years.

Let's make our place che best looking and most attractive of the bO states.

Sincerely,

Two Old Nomeites,



SKAGWAY
ALASKA

QATKVArTOTHZKLONTHKS.

S k a g w a y  C e n t e n n ia l  C o m m it t e e
Clly of Skagway, P.O. Box 4 IB 
Skagway, Alaska 69640-0413

March 9, 1996
Rep. Jerry Mackic 
Sleie Capitol 
FAX : 465-3517
Dear Rep. Mackic

On behalf o f the Skagway Comennial Committee, I have been asked to request 
your support fo r the gold rush license plate bill that is now before the Legislature:
SO 86, introduced by Sen. Sharp , which will allow the state to Issue special request 
commemorative gold rush license plates.

Our committee and the Alaska Gold Rush Centennial Task Force support having 
a ll state license plates changed for the centennial years. This would greater enhance the 
stale's marketing o f the centennial. SB 86 is an acceptable compromise, but we are hoping 
you can gcncmtc support in the Legislature for an amended version that changes all plates 
during the Gold Rush Centennial Decade that is already here.

Thank you for your timely attention lo this bill, which is beginning lo gain 
momentum in committee. Jf you huve any questions uboul our positions, please contact 
me at 983-2354.

Sincerely,

Jeff Brady 
secretary



1 02 6  B a rrow  S t .
A n oho rag e , A la sk a  9 9 5 0 1 - 3 6 4 7  
M arch 1 4 , 199 6

S a n a to r  B e r t  Sh arp  
A la s k a  S t a t e  S en a te  
C a p i t o l  B u i ld in g  
J u n ea u , AK 9 99 01
D ea r  S e n a to r  S h a rp :

Thank you  f o r  in t r o d u c in g  S en a te  B i l l  9 6 . I  th in k  A la s k a n s  
s h o u ld  know a b o u t  th e  g o ld  ru a h e a  and l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  a r e  e good  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and m a rk e t in g  t o o l .  My aon le a rn e d  a l o t  o f  h i s t o r y  
and g e o g ra p h y  from  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s - - N o r t h  C a r o l in a  i s  f i r s t  in  
f l i g h t ,  M in n e so ta  h a s  1 0 , 0 0 0  la k e B , P en n sy lv an ia  l a  th e  K ayB ton e  
S t a t e ,  N evada l a  th e  a i l v e r  a t e t e ,  and Id a h o  h a s  fam ous p o t a t o e s .

The g o ld  r u s h e s  a ro u n d  A la s k a  a t  th e  t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  
ch an ged  A la s k a  f o r e v e r .  P e o p le  need t o  know t h i a .  P le a s e  add  my 
name t o  y o u r  l i s t  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  S on a ta  B i l l  8 6 .

S in c e r e l y ,

Joan  M. An tonaon
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 111200 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-1200 
PHONE: (907) 465-1322 
PAX: (907) 465-1362

April 3, 1996

The Honorable Bert Sharp 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol #514 
Juneau, AK 99801-1132

Dear Senator Sharp:

This letter is in response to a request from your staff for 
information on the license plate orders by the Division of Motor 
Vehicles. I understand this information has been requested for 
committee hearings on SB 86.

This bill will replace the current gold and blue plate design 
with a plate commorating the Alaska Gold Rush Centennial. The 
intent of this bill is to phase in the places rather than doing a 
complete replacement of exiscing plates. There has not been a 
change in the plate design since 1982, and the license plates 
ordered each year are used for new vehicles sold in the state, 
for vehicles coming into the state from other states, and for 
replacing existing plates that have been lost or damaged. This 
bill only requires the new plate for passenger vehicles, buc 
consideration will be given to changing the color scheme of the 
other plates as well. There may be some price advar.tag': “ o 
purchasing the sheeting in larger volume. It is desirable to 
maintain consistency in plate appearance to aid law enforcement 
efforts.

In addition to the traditional gold and blue passenger plates 
with the state flag, DMV issues 40 other types of plates for 
various vehicle or registration categories. Not all of these are 
ordered on an annual basis as are the passenger plates because 
the demand may vary considerably. For example, your legislative 
plates are only ordered every other year when there are changes 
in che legislature, whereas personalized plates are ordered twice 
monthly to stay current on orders. The figures shown below 
reflect the total amount spent for all types of plates and tne 
actual number of passenger plates ordered. The regular nasser~r

12LJLH



The Honorable Sharp 
April 3, 1996 
Page 2

plate is the plate that will change under this bill. The numbers 
for past fiscal years are actual numbers, and the numbers for FY 
96 and FY 97 are projected numbers.

Passenger Plates Order Total Plate Expenditure

FY 93 70,200 $316,228
FY94 54,000 $314,702
FY 95 40,000 $220,015
FY 96 56,700 $286,800
FY 97 55,000 $344,384

The budget estimates are made a year in advance due to the timing 
of the budget submission. The actual orders are made using the 
most recent on-hand inventory counts. Any excess plates from the 
previous year are kept for use later and the annual order is 
reduced accordingly. This same procedure would apply to any new 
plate design that is adopted.

If you have any questions on this information, the DMV staff will 
be available to assist you.

Commissioner

cc: Jay Dulany, Director
Division of Motor Vehicles




