




ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
M » l t  I i|>i< I

“ ’ ' I 1"  A: rnu r  fun#*u A U U *  ' " . ’I I I * '

i j .  i k -*i  p ,v v »iia-••i r*  j|y* (j«

SENATOR LYDA GREEN
SENATE DISTRICT N

CSSB 181

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

CS for Scn.no Bill 181 will provide for the Department o f Transportation’s 
Tourist Oriented Directional Sign (TODS) program in statute and allow the 
placement o f TODS signs on private property outside o f the right-of-wav 
Codifying this program will provide for a well planned and regulated system 
o f directional signing that will preserve the scenic beauty o f Alaska's 
roadways and benefit Alaska’s visitors and the businesses that serve them

Currently the IX’ parlmen l o f Transportation administers TODS as an 
experimental program Although this program is consistent with standards 
established by the Federal Highway Administration and the Manual of 
Uniform  Traffic Contro l Devices, absence of statute authorizing the program 
has left the public out o f the process of promulgating regulation

By placing TODS in statute we provide the firm legal footing for the program 
to continue In the opinion of legislative counsel it is doubtfu l that the 
current experimental program would stand judicial challenge

Passage of Senate Bill 181 would provide long sought assistance to Alaska 
businesses that are dependent on trade with the traveling public This bill 
would likewise enhance the stale's ability to he user-friendly to its tourists 
and promote a responsive visitor industry SB 181 authorizes a means for 
p rov id ing needed directional information while preserving the unique 
beauty of Alaska's roadways 1 respectfully request you r support



Addendum to F iscal Note SS SD  181 

Section i, of Sponsor Subitltutc for S*D«tc PW  W9> 18.1

Background: A la ska  cu rre n tly  docs not allow Outdoor Advertising.
Any sig ns located o u ts id e  of state-owned rig h t-o f-w a y  would be 
considered "O utdoor A d ve rtis in g ' under federal s ta tu te s , and would 
have to meet a ll Outdoor Advertising control requirem ents.

Im pact on the D epartm ent: T h is  section would allow placement of
signs outside of the rlght-o f way. It would also require modification of 
m anuals, e stab lish m e n t of an Outdoor Advertising C o n lro l program 
which meets state and federal standards, and legal review

Section 2-6 of Sponsor Substitute for Senate

These sections appear to have no fiscal Impact on DOT P /F .

Other Notes to Sponsor S u b s u m e  for Senate Pill Mo. 181

It Is  the general o p in io n  o f the 8 "T O D S ' p a rtic ip a tin g  sta tes 
contacted that T O D S. LOGO and other official d irection al signs must 
rem ain  on sta te  p ro p erty  to avoid d ifficu lt ie s  w ith m ain ta in in g , 
erecting, and contro lling  Outdoor Advertising on private property.

A ssum ptions: the fisc a l note assum es that qualify ing  b u sin esses or
groups would un dertake a ll adm inistrative and organizational details; 
purchase the m a te ria ls  and provide labor; obtain p e rm its , easements 
or rental ag reem en ts for p lacing Outdoor A d vertis in g  on private 
property, and properly m aintain  the signs and site s.
VVc assum e that It would take $15,000 In personal se rv ices. $5,000 in 
tra v e l: and $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  to fund the law review In the f ir s t  year. 
A d m in istra tive  c o s ts  o f approxim ate ly  $2 ,000 per ye a r would be 
expected to m ain ta in  the program after it is  in place.

j
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AJaska Division P O  Box 21648 ^ns( .̂................
Juneau, Alaska 99802

M arch 25, 1996 H R W - A K
ROW-P4

Senator Lyda Green 
Alaska S t a t e  Senate 
Room *123, State Capital 
Juneau, A la sk a 99801-1102

Dear S e n a t o r  Green:

Out do or  A d v e r t i s i n g  C o nt r ol

Brett Huber, of your staff, r ecently a sk ed  if 18" X 90" traveler 
information signs, located outside of the h i g h w a y  right-of-way, in 
zoned or u n z on ed  commercial or industrial areas w o u l d  c o nf or m  to 
federal requirements. Signs of the type d e s c r i b e d  w ou ld  be 
considered outdoor advertising devices subject to the provisions of 
23 CFR 750 Subpart G - Outdoor A d v e r t i s i n g  C ontrol. Signs erected 
and m a i n t a i n e d  in compli an ce  wi t h the p r o v i s i o n s  of this Subpart 
and approved Stato implementing regulations w ou ld  be in conformance 
with Federal requirements.

Such signs could be erected w i t h i n  660 feet of the ri gh t - o f - w a y  in 
c om me r c i a l  or industrial zones and in u n z o n e d  commercial or 
industrial areas, as defin ed  in the agr ee me nt  b o t w e o n  the U.S. 
S e c r e t a r y  of Tr an s p o r t a t i o n  (Secrotary) and the State. Signs 
e rected w o u l d  have to co mply w i t h  the size, l i g ht in g and spacing 
criteria c o n t a i n e d  in the agreement b e t w e e n  the S e c r e t a r y  and the 
State.

The A l a s k a  A g r e e me n t was sign e d Ma rc h 29, 1968. It provides the 
following criteria which would a pp ly  to tho s i t u a t i o n  in question.

Size: A  m a x i m u m  area of 650 square feet w i t h  a m a x i m u m  height
of 20 foet and a m a x i m u m  length of SO feet.

Spacing: Not located where they w o u l d  o b s c u r e  o f f ic ia l  traffic
control devices or obstruct the d r i v o r s  v i o w  of traffic. 
Not less than 100 foet apart in villages and cities. Not 
loss than 300 feet apart in rural areas. Not less than 
500 feet apart adjacent to c o n t r o l l e d  access facilities 
or within 2000 feet their interchanges or intersections.
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Lighting: No flashing intermittent or m ov in g lights. No lighting 
that w o u l d  interfere wit h driver's o p e r a t i o n  of a m otor 

v e h i c l e .

We are available to meet with you or your staff to further discuss 
or c l ar if y our p o s i t i o n  r eg arding this s u b j e c t  or o t h e r  concerns 
with outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  or mo to r i s t  infor ma t io n systems.

S i ncerely yours,

Robert E. Ruby 
Division A d m i n i s t r a t o r

cc: Rick Halford, C o - C h a i r  Senat e Finance C o m m i t t e e  {Room 500)



LEGAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
(607) 465 3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA
FAX (907) 465-2029 . 130 Seward Slreel, Suile 409
Mail Slop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99601-2105

M E M O R A N D U M  February 22, 1996

SU B JE C T : Sectional Summary o f CSSSSB 181 ( ); An Act relating to a tourist 
oriented directional sign program and to penalties for violations 
related to outdoor advertising.

T O :

FR O M :

Senator Lyda Green

George U tc rm o h l^ ^ / 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f CSSSSB 181 ( ), version O; An Act relating to 
a tourist oriented directional sign program and to penalties for violations related to outdoor 
advertising.

As a prelim inary matter, note that a sectional summary o f  a bill is not an authoritative 
interpretation o f  the bill. The bill itself is the best statement o f  its contents.

Section 1 o f the bill sets out the legislative findings and intent in regard to directional signs 
for traveler oriented attractions and services.

Section 2 o f the bill amends AS 19.25.105(a) by allowing tourist oriented directional signs 
to be erected and maintained adjacent to the right-of-way o f  an interstate, primary, or 
secondary highway.

Section 3 o f the bill amends AS 19.25.105(d) to allow  erection and maintenance o f  tourist 
oriented directional signs, within the right-of-way o f an interstate, primary, or secondary 
highway.

Section 4 o f the bill adds a new subsection to AS 19.25.105 establishing a tourist oriented 
directional sign program in the Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities.

Section 5 o f  the bill amends AS 19.25.130 by providing that a person who violates 
AS 19.25.080 • 19.25.180 and regulations adopted under AS 19.25.080- 19.25.180 is guilty 
o f  a violation and not a misdemeanor. The am ount o f  the fine that may be set for the 
violation has not been changed. A violation >t a noncriminaJ offense punishable only by a 
fine.



Senator Lyda Green 
February 22, 1996 
Page 2

Section 6 o f the bill amends AS 19.45.002 to make a technical change required to conform 

with see. 5 o f  the bill.

Section 7 o f  the bill annuls 17 AAC 20.010 which is a regulation adopted by the Department 
o f  Transportation and Public Facilities relating to outdoor advertising within the highway 
right-of-way.

G U :;’. :
96-I09.g!c



LEGAL SERVICES RECEIVES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES JAN 06 l9C3

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
(907) 465*3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA An$ d......................
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M  December 29, 1995

SU B JE C T : Experimental Tourist Oriented Directional Sign Program 
(W ork Order No. 9-LS1412)

TO : Senator Lyda Green 
Attn: Brett Huber

FRO M : George U tc rm o h lc J ^  
Legislative Counsel

This memorandum is in response to your inquiry as to legal status o f  the experimental tourist 
oriented directional sign (TODS) program o f the Department o f Transportation and Public 
Facilities (DOTPF).

DOTPF has established a limited TODS program on an experimental basis. The 
experimental TODS program allows organized groups and businesses to have signs installed 
in the right-of-way o f  certain roads in the state. The signs inform the traveling public o f  the 
n a m e  o f  a business or organization, the services that it provides, and the direction and 
distance to its location. One o f  the purposes o f  the experimental program is to provide 
DOTPF with information necessary to develop regulations for a full scale TODS program. 
The TODS program is an element o f  the federal aid highway programs. The Congress has 
directed the Secretary o f  the federal Department o f  Transportation to encourage states to 
provide for tourist oriented directional signs along in tcntate and federal aid primary roads. 
P.L. 102-240, T itle I, Part A, §1059; 105 StaL 2003.

DOTPF has implicit authority to implement a TODS program under AS 19.05.010, 
19.05.030(1), 19.05.040, and AS 44.42.020(8)* and explicit authority under AS 19.10.040*.

v Alaska Statutes 19.05.010 states:

The department is respoasibtc foe the planning. coaitrucuoo. maintenance. protection. sad cootrol 
of the state highway system.

Alaska Statuses 19.03.030(1) states:

The department has the following duties:
( I )  direct approved highway planning and construct too and maintenance, protection and

(cootinucd...)



Senator Lyda Green 
December 29, 1995 
Page 2

The procedures and standards for issuance o f a permit to install a tourist oriented directional 
sign are set out in a document entitled "Policy for Experimental Tourist Oriented Directional 
Signing" (dated April 1991). DOTPF has not adopted regulations to im plem ent the 
procedures and policies outlined in the Policy statement.

Under AS 19.05.020, AS 44.42.030, and AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), DOTPF 
must adopt regulations in accordance with the procedures set out in AS 44.62. A regulation 
is a "rule, regulation, order, or standard o f general application" including " ’m anuals,' 
’policies.' 'instructions,' 'guides to enforcement,' 'interpretive bulletins,' 'interpretations,' and 
the like that have the effect o f  rules, orders, regulations or standards o f  general application". 
AS 44.62.640(a)(3); emphasis added. The Alaska Supreme Court has identified two indicia 
o f  a regulation. First, a regulation implements, interprets, or makes specific the law enforced

continued)
cootxol of highways;

Alaska Sututes 19.05.040 lu tes:

Sec. 19.05.040. POWERS OF DEPARTMENT. The department may
• • •

(4) acquire rights-of-way for present or future me;
(5) control acceu  to highways;
(6) regulate roadside development;
(7) preserve and maintain the scenic beauty along sute highways;
. . . ;  and
(12) exercise any other power necessary to carry out the purpose of AS 19.05 • AS 19.25. 

Alaska Statutes 44.42.020(a) states:

(a) The department shall
(I)  plan, design. construct and m»»nmn all modes of transportation and transportation 

facilities and all docki, floats, breakwaters, buildings and similar facilities;
t • •

(6) cooperate and coordinate with and enter into agreements with federal, state and local 
government agencies and private organization and p erson  in eierciaing its powers and duties;

(7) manage, operate, and maintain itate trim port.non faculties and all docks, floats, 
breakwaaeri and buildings, including all sute highways, vessels, railroads, pipelines, airports, and 
aviation facilities;

v Alaska S uru tri 19.10 040 stales:

Sec. 19.10 040. UNIFORM SYS1EM OP MARXINO AND POSTINO. The department shall 
classify, designate, and mark highways under its Jurisdiction and shall provide a uniform system of 
marHng and posting tN fe  highways. The system of marking and potting must correlate with and. 
as far as possible, conform to the recom mendation of tbc Manual on Traffic Control Devices as 
adopted by the American Association of Sute Highway Officials.



Senator Lyda Green 
December 29, 1995 
Page 3

or administered by the agency. Kcnai Peninsula Fisherman's Cooperative Association. Inc. 
v. State. 628 P.2d 897, 905 (Alaska 1981). The standards utilized by DOTPF for the 
issuance o f a permit under the experimental TODS program do implement and make specific 
the law enforced by the department under AS 19 and AS 44.42. Second, a regulation affects 
the public or is used by the agency in dealing with the public. Id, The standards for the 
experimental TODS program clearly affect the public and are used by DOTPF in its dealings 
with the public regarding tourist oriented directional signs. The DOTPF policy for the 
experimental TODS program has the effect o f  a regulation and is a standard o f  general 
application. Thus, the policy is a regulation and must be adopted as a regulation in 
accordance with AS 44.62.y

"The failure o f  an agency to substantially comply with [AS 44.62] in adopting regulatory 
changes renders the action invalid." Turpin v. North Slope Borough. 879 P.2d 1009, 1014 
(Alaska 1994). A policy that has not been adopted as regulations is invalid and 
unenforceable. Kcnai Peninsula. 628 P.2d at 906; Gilbert v. State Department o f  Fish and 
G a m e . 803 P.2d 391,397 (Alaska 1990). DOTPF cannot rely upon the policy as a basis for 
operating the experimental TODS program until the department has complied with the 
regulation adoption procedures o f  AS 44.62. K cn ai P en in su la . 628 P.2d at 906. If  a  person 
challenges the TODS policy, such as a person who is denied participation in the program or 
who objects to a competitor being allowed to install a sign, the courts can be expected to 
invalidate the experimental TODS program and require DOTPF to adopt the necessary 
regulations.

CONCLUSION

The procedures and standards set out in the policy for the experimental TODS program are 
consistent with D OTPFs authority to regulate use o f highway rights-of-way under AS 19 and 
AS 44. The department has the necessary statutory authority to adopt the experimental 
TODS program policy as regulations. However, unless DOTPF adopts the TODS policy 
as a regulation by complying with AS 44.62, DOTPF runs the risk that a court will invalidate 
policy and suspend operation o f  the program until the department complies with the rule 
making procedures o f  AS 44.62.

If 1 may be o f  further assistance, please advise.

GU:lmb
95-297.lmb

* P olkka governing it* internal m ancn  tad  operation of an sgtacy are outixfe of it* scope of it*  
Administrative Procedure Act and are oot required to be adopted ai regulation!. Me^ierl! v Department of 
t fn u o L L a B U a a . 76* p 2d 1112 (Alaska I?f7). However, it* TODS policy of DOTPF does oot qualify 
for the Internal management exception to ibe Administrative Procedure Act. because the TODS policy 
directly affects it*  departments relationship with it* public and espands upon the statutory law governing 
signs along highways.



TONY KNOW LES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND PUBLIC FACILITIES PHONE: (907) *65-3900JUNEAU, ALASKA 9900I-7B963 1 3 2  C H A N N EL  D R IV E

(907)465-3000(907)4663662
(907)560*365

TEXT TELEPHONE- (907)4663662
O FF IC E  O F  THE C O M M ISS IO N ER FAX

February 29,1996

The Honorable Lyda Green 

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol, Room 423 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

You requested information on A laska's Tourist-Oriented Directional Sign program.

I have attached a handy reference to give you an idea of the information contained 

in the department's regulations. The reference contains a brief description of the 

program, application requirements, and a list of our regional offices.

Please don't hesitate to contact us if  you have other questions.

Sincerely,

Boyd Brownfield, P.E. 

Deputy Commissioner

attachment

t u - i m n



T O U R IST -O R IE N T E D  D IR E C T IO N A L  S IG N IN G  (TO D S).

Alaska Law does not allow Outdoor Advertising, therefore DOT&PF 
developed a system of directional signing called TODS. These signs provide 
directions to traveller-oriented businesses, services, and attractions, and 
activities or sites of significant interest to the travelling public. TODS are 
official signs located within the highway right-of-way.

TODS Community Service Signs are available for intersections leading to 
communities with multiple attractions and services if  the demand for signs 
exceeds available space.

H O W  T O  APPLY FO R  A  T O D S  S IG N ;

Applications must be accompanied by a $100 non-refundable application fee, 
followed by a 5200 permit fee payable upon approval. Applications should be 
submitted to the regional D O TitPF office nearest the activity.

Applicants provide the signs, posts and labor for installation and 
maintenance. These signs may be installed on a sign panel, and two panels 
may be installed per intersection. For safety reasons we ask that signs be 
installed by an authorized contractor.

The Region is expected to advise applicants within 15 working days of the 
approval or disapproval of the application. If  an application is disapproved, 
the applicant may appeal the decision to Headquarters.

If  the business or activity changes owners, the new owner must request a new 
permit within 30 days after the completion of the sale. There is no charge for 
this permit.

T he p e rm ittee  Is re sp o n s ib le  fo r  the rem o v a l o r  m ask ing  o f  a sign  w hen 
th e ir  business o r  a c tiv ity  Is c losed.

R egional R ig h t-o f-W iy  
A gent
D ept, ot T ra m p o ra t io n  
And Public Facilities 
Box 196900
A nchorage. AX 99519-6900 

P hone 266-16J1

R eg iona l R igh t-o f-W ay 
A gent
D ept, ot T ran sp o rta tio n  
a n d  Public  Facilities 
2301 Peger Road 
F a u b a n k j. AX 99709-5316

P hone  474-2401

R eg ional R Jght-of-W ay 
A gent
D e p t o t T ransporta tion  
and  P ub lic  Facilities 
Box 240369
D ouglas, AX 99824-0369 

P hone 465-4519



G e n e ra l R e q u ire m e n ts :

• At least 25% of the business' gross receipts are from tourists or 
motorists who live more than 20 miles from the activity
• The activity or site must be rural
• Neither the activity nor any sign is visible from the highway
• It must be open to the general public during regular and reasonable 
hours

The following are typical activities or sites that may qualify for TODS:

(1) Gas within three mile 
s of the requested TODS location

(2) Food within three miles of the requested TO DS location
(3) Lodging within 25 miles of the requested TODS location
(4) Campgrounds within 25 miles of the requested TODS location.
(5) Tourist Attractions of significant interest to tourists
(6) Other Commercial A ctiv ity  of significant interest to the 

travelling public.



POLICY FOR
EX PERIM EN TA L T O U R IS T  O R IE N T E D  D IR E C T IO N A L  S IG N IN G  

A L A S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  U  PU B L IC  FACILITIES

A PR IL  1991

INTRODUCTION

Many businesses which may be of interest or service to tourists are not visible from 
the main through routes, and federal/state laws severely restrict off-premise 
outdoor advertising. To better inform motorists, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) has added option to the Manual of Uniform Traffic 
ContTol Devices (MUTCD) to permit .*s to develop a well planned and regulated 
system of directional signing for Ira - - Her oriented attractions and services. This 
section, called Tourist Oriented Direcbonal Signs, is referred to as TODS.

The development of an acceptable statewide program is taking time, personnel and 
financial resources to plan, develop and implement. This experimental j rogram is 
assisting in the establishment of the final standards and regulations. It is being 
somewhat modified at this time to cover items previously not addressed and to 
promote a more uniform version of what the final program will entail.

To maintain equity in this approach, the department is willing to offer the 
opportunity to participate In this TODS experiment to all eligible groups or 
businesses. The program, however, is limited to organized groups or businesses 

■« who are willing to undertake all administrative and organizational details and provide the funds to purchase the experimental signs, posts and labor for installation at approved locations.
Upon establishment of a uniform state program for TODS, the experimental signs 
will be removed or converted to the statewide standards at the earliest feasible 
opportunity, but not less than 90 days following approval of a statewide TODS 
standard.

It must be noted, however, that businesses participating in this experimental 
program shall have no special prerogatives or “grandfather* rights bv virtue of the 
participation in the experimental program.

D E F IN IT IO N S

Activity or site of significant interest to the traveling public means a motorist 
service, a tourist attraction, or a commercial activity specifically catering to 
motorists not residing in the area.

Expressway is a divided arterial highway for through traffic with full or partial 
conrrol of access and with ai*grade intersections.

TCCS E*pcnrrenul Program tR. 4/91)
Department or Tnnsponauon U Public Facilities

Page I
Cnpnetnnc; U Operations Standard*



Freeway is a divided arterial with full access control and no at-grade intersections.

Handicap accessible means wheelchairs are accommodated for all services.

Primary or secondary highway is a conventional through road or major feeder road 
maintained by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities.

Rural environment is a sparsely populated area where the majority of land is not 
subdivided and

. is located outside corporate dty limits or

. located inside the corporate limits of a dty with a population of 5,000 or less.

Tourist oriented directional signing (TODS) is offidal signing that is located within 
the right of way of a primary or secondary highway and gives specific directional 
information to activities or sites of significant interest to the traveling public.

G E N E R A L  EL IG IB ILIT Y  FO R P A R T IC IP A T IO N

An individual activity or site must meet the following general requirements to 
qualify for tourist oriented directional signing. A sign shall not be erected until the 
activity and site have been approved in accordance with this Policy.

Significant interest to the traveling public An activity or site must be of significant 
interest to the traveling public. A substantial portion of the activity's or site's 
products or services must be tourist- or motorist-oriented. A business must provide 
documentation that at least 25% of their gross business receipts are from motorists 
residing more than twenty miles from the activity.

Location of activity or site. The activity or site shall be located in a rural 
environment as defined above.

Neither the activity or site nor any on-premise sign advertising the activity or site 
shall be adjacent to or visible from the highway on which the TODS sign is to be 
located except for special cases where:

signing may be permitted because through traffic is not the normal pattern.

signing may be permitted because terrain, curvature or vegetation obscure 
visibility of the business establishment completely or until a motorist is 
within 800 feet or less of the driveway or entrance road. Such obscured 
visibility may not be under the control of the business establishment.

Hours. The activity or site shall be open to the general public durtng regular and 
reasonable hours and not by appointment or reservation only.

TOOS Eipenmcnul Progtam iR. 4/*M 
Dvp.wimcnt oi T ran tp o ru ito n  U PuWtc FiCtltiiri
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Building or area. The activity shall be conducted in an appropriate building or area. 
The activity shall not be conducted in a building principally used as a residence 
unless there is a convenient, separate and well-marked entrance. Bed and breakfast lodgings are excepted from the separate entrance requirement. The building or area 
rmist be-maintained in a manner consistent with standards generally accepted for 
that type of business or activity. A photograph of the business establishment must 
accompany the application.

Compliance with Applicable Laws. Businesses shall comply with federal, state and 
local laws, including Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act when applicable.

Restriction on Signing Locations. TODS will not be allowed:

. on freeways, expressways or off-ramps of freeways or expressways, 
at intersections where two major highways cross.
where sufficient space is not available or where demand would exceed the 
limit of six signs per intersection. A community services announcement sign 

"  (see Page 10) has precedence over signing for individual businesses at 
intersections likely to have more demand than space allows.

Illegal Signs. A permit shall not be issued for any business or activity using illegal 
signs to promote their business (see Alaska Statutes 19.25.105).

Nondiscrimination. The activity or site shall comply with all applicable laws 
concerning public accommodations without regard to race, religion, color, age, sex, 
handicap or national origin.

Highway Junctions Excluded from Participation. Tourist oriented directional 
signing will not be allowed at the following junctions:

Sterling Highway with Kenai Spur
Sterling Highway with Seward Highway
Parks Highway with Clenn Highway
Parks Highway with Palmer-Wasilla Highway
Clenn Highway with Palmer-Wasllla Highway
Clcnn Highway with Richardson Highway
Richardson Highway with Tok Cutoff Highway
Richardson Highway with . Alaska Highway
Alaska Highway with Tok Cutoff Highway

SPEC IFIC  ELIG IBILITY  R E Q U IR E M E N T S

This rule t‘ cribcs the types of activities or sites that may qualify for tourist-oriented 
directional signing. Within each type, this rule also describes the specific 
requirements that an individual activity or site should meet to qualify for TODS. 
These requirements are in addition to the general eligibility requirements on page 2.
TGD5 E ipenm rnu l Program ift 4/911
Department oi Transportation u Public Facilities

r.iqc y
Cntjincvnnq u Operation* fiamtardt



G as
□ Vehicles services, which shall include regular and unleaded fuel, oil, free 

air and water;
□ Clean rest rooms, one for men and one for women;
Cl* Drinking water;
O Continuous operation at least 16 hours per day, 7 days a week, and 12 

months a year;
□ Telephone; and,
□ Be located within three miles of the primary or secondary highway.

Food:
□ All licenses and approvals as required by the State of Alaska and local 

governmental bodies;
□ Continuous operation to serve three meals a day, 7 days a week, and 12 

months a year;
□ Opening not later than 6:00 AM for breakfast and closing no earlier than 

10:00 PM;
□ Telephone;
□ Indoor seating for at least 20 persons;
□ Clean rest rooms, one for men and one for women; and
□ Be located within three miles of the primary or secondary highway.

Lodging
□ All appropriate State and local licenses or'approvals;
□ Off street parking;
□ Telephone;
□ Private bathroom;
□ Continuous operation of ten hours per day, seven days per week, four 

months per year; and,
□ Be located within twenty-five miles of the primary or secondary highway.

Campgrounds
O All appropriate State/local licenses or approvals, including health permits;
□ A minimum of 10 individual campsites:
□ Parking spaces for each campsite;
□ Each campsite shall have a minimum of 300 square feet;
O A sanitary disposal system for travel trailers and campers:
□ Separate shower facilities for men and women with hot and cold running 

water and two or more rest rooms, one for men and one for women;
□ A full-time attendant on duty or on call 24 hours a day to maintain and 

manage campground servicrs;3 Continuous operation lor l minimum of four months per year;
3  Telephone; and,
□ Be located within twenty five miles of the primary or secondary highway.
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Tourist Attraction. “  An attraction ihat is of significant interest to tourists as a 
historic, cultural, scientific, educational or religious site, or as a site of natural scenic 
beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation, may qualify. A tourist attraction 
must:

□ Provide documentation that at least 257* of their gross business receipts 
ere from motorists residing more than twenty miles from the activity.

O Be open a minimum of eight hours a day, six days a week, four months a 
year.

□ Be located within twenty-five miles of the primary or secondary highway. 
Major tourist oriented motorist destinations may request consideration for 
a waiver of this requirement.

Other Commercial Activity. A commercial activity of significant interest to the 
traveling public may qualify. The commercial activity must:

□ Provide documentation that at least 25% of their gTOss business receipts 
are from motorists residing more than twenty miles from the activity.

-  0  Be open a minimum of eight hours a day, six days a week, four months a 
year.

□ Be located within twenty-five miles of the primary or secondary highway. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Application shall be made on the form attached. The application must be 
completed, signed and submitted to tne Engineering U Operations Standards 
Division, Box Z, funeau, AK 99811.

Permit Fee. There is a S100 permit fee that is payable upon approval of your 
application. You will be notified when you; application is approved, and the fee 
will be requested at that lime.

Sign Legend. Each sign will have no more than two lines of legend and will have a 
direcnonal arrow with the distance to the fadllty shown below the arrow. It is 
preferred that the content of the legend be: the n im e o fth t bmlnesi as listed on the 
current business license: the directional information; and appropriate icon. If the 
name of the business does not pomay the service being offered, the applicant may 
choose wording which portrays the service or activity; but it must be appropriate 
and approved by the Department. Legends shall not include promotional 
advertising; reference to alcoholic beverages or bars; or sexual reference. Reference 
to ’ information* or 'visitor's center’ may only be made by groups whose main 
objective is providing free tourist information.

Photographs. Photographs to accompany the applications are:
View of the main highway turnoff from a distance of 500 feet (each direction);
A photograph depicting the structure containing the business and dearly 
showing the main entrance Into the business
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Scale Drawing. The application must include a scale drawing showing the 
relationship of the signs to the directed attraction, roads and highways and existing 
traffic control devices. An example of an application drawing is included below for 
your assistance.

TO PED HOUSE C m
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a p p l ic a t io n  r e v ie w  p r o ce ss

The EfcOS Director will coordinate the application review with the Dsslgn U 
Construction Director and the Maintenance U Operations Director for comurmance 
with appropriate traffic and safety design standards. Upon the submittal of a 
complete, fully executed application, the department should advise the applicant 
within fifteen working days of the approval or disapproval of the application.

Approved Application*. The department will notify the applicant of the name, 
address and phone number of the right of way agent responsible for Issuing a 
"Permit to Install Tourist Oriented Directional Signing." The applicant must sign 
the Permit and return it to the right of way agent. The right of way agent will obtain 
the necessary departmental signatures on the Permit and return the fully-executed 
permit to the Permittee. The applicant may then contract for sign manufacturing 
and installation. Signs must be installed only as indicated in the Permit The signs 
must be installed by a contractor authorized to perform installation inside the 
highway right of way. (See Page 7)

If the business or activity changes owners, the new owner must request a new 
permit be issued. There will be no charge for this permit if all circumstances of the 
previous permit remain unchanged.

Disapproved Application*. If an application Is disapproved for a specific reason 
which Is considered correctable with modification to the application, the department 
shall advise the applicant of the necessary modifications.

Appeal. Because of the experimental nature of this program, all decisions by the 
department are not subject to formal appeal or protest An applicant may, however, 
provide additional support or documentation for consideration. The applicant 
should present the additional support In writing to the Director of Engineering and 
Operations Standards, Box Z. Juneau, AX 998U. The applicant will be notifiedJn 
writing of the Director's decision which will be final.

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE, REPLACEMENT, REMOVAL
Installation and maintenance of tourist-oriented sign*. The applicant shall secure 
services for sign installation and maintenance. Such installation and maintenance 
of the signs shall be performed by a firm or gTOup with experience in working in 
public rights of way with active traffic and knowledge of the traffic control 
requirements necessary for safe operations on an active highway. The installation 
contractor shall obtain a permit for work in the right of way from the appropriate 
regional DOTAcPF office prior to installation of signs. An acceptable traffic control 
plan will be necessary, ard the department may Impose other conditions aj required 
to fulfill traffic flow and safety considerations.
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Signs may not be installed on existing State signposts. Nonconforming signs must 
be immediately removed or modified at the owners expense.

Sharing Sign Pusts. Not more than three signs shall be installed on any sign panel 
and mot. more than two sign panels shall be installed on an approach to an 
intersection. Sign installation for the second, third, fifth and sixth permits issued at 
an intersection must be located on existing posts installed by the first and fourth 
permittees. Permittees using existing sign posts should reimburse the original 
permittee a fair share of the post and post installation costs.

Installation and maintenance of traLblaxlng sigjis. If needed, adequate trailblazing 
signs shall be provided on local roads and streets to guide motorists from the 
primary route to the activity or site. Trailblazing shall conform to requirements In 
ihe "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways,".

The Permittee shall secure trailblazing signs and have installed those to be located 
op. roads maintained by the State. The applicant must obtain the proper authority 
to install trailblazing signs on roads not maintained by the State. Tourist-oriented 
directional signs shall not bo installed until necessary trailblazing signs are in place.

Seasonal activity or site. The applicant shall be responsible for the removal or 
masking of a tourist-oriented directional sign for a seasonal activity or site when the 
activity or site is closed permanently or during the off-season period.

Removal. The applicant shall have a tourist-oriented directional sign removed if 
the activity or site no longer qualifies for tourist-oriented dJrectional signing. The 
sign(s) shall also be removed If the conditions of the Permit are violated.

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS
Design. Tourist Oriented Directional Signs shall be rectangular in shape and shall 
have a white legend and border on a blue background. Each sign shall Incorporate 
the appropriate Icon to Indicate a general class of business, service, or activity. 
Available icons are depicted on the last page of this policy. Applicants will be
furnished with the 6" by 6’  enlargement. In the case that no Icon available Is
appropriate for the business, the business may submit a design for consideration.

Each sign should have not more than two lines of legend, one icon, a separate 
directional arrow, and the distance to the facility shown beneath the arrow. The 
content of the legend shall be limited to the official name of the business or activity 
as shown on the business license or other official document.

legends, arrows, borders, and icons shall be retrorefiective. Arrows should be as 
provided in Section 2D-8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
Arrows pointing to the right should be at the extreme right of the sign; arrows
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pointing to the left or up should be at the extreme left of the sign. The Icon shall be 
on the opposite end from the directional arrow and distance.

Slae of Sign. The overall sign shall measure 90 Inches wide and 18 inches tall. The 
directional arrow with mileage underneath shall be 16* x 16". The icon shall be 16" 
x 16". There shall be a one inch white border surrounding the sign and separating 
the directional arrow, legend and icon. There is one inch spacing between the 
border and legend and two inch spacing between lines of legend.

1* spacing

(typical
+

1 8'

.1 6 *. 5 4 * .1 6 * .

6*
l-

2* spacing

16 ‘ f  spacinq

White

Blue (lypical)

9 0 -

Style and Siie of Lettering. The standard lettering for tourist oriented directional 
signs-shxihbe in lower case lettering with Initial capitals, specifically, Standard Upper 
Case Alphabet for Highway Signs Series E(M) with Lower Case. Capital letters shall 
be six inches in height. Spacing between characters should conform to the tables in 
the Metric Edition of Standard Alphabets for Highway Signs and Pavement Markings.

• ^

Arrangement of Signs. Signs for right turns and left turns should be arranged 
vertically on separate sign panels, when appropriate, located so that the right turn 
signs are closer to the intersection. When not more than three signs are to be 
installed on an approach to an intersection, the signs may be combined on the same 
panel with the left turn signs above the right turn signs. Not more than three signs 
should be installed on any sign panel and not more than two sign panels should be 
installed on an approach to an intersection.

Signs may be erected for facilities in the ahead direction using the ahead directional 
arrow. Signing for businesses, services or activities in the ahead direction should be 
permitted only when there is signing for a similar fadllty In either the right of left 
direction or when permitted under "Location of activity or site" on page 2.

Advance Signing. Advance signing may be installed In special circumstances. It 
shall be limited to those situations where sight distance, intersection vehicle
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maneuvers or other vehicle operating characteristics require advance notification of 
the service to reduce vehicle conflicts and Improve highway safety.

The arrangement of the tounst oriented directional signs on the advance sign panel 
should be identical to the arrangement on the intersection sign panel; however, the 
directional arrows and distances should be omitted. The appropriate legend NEXT 
RIGHT, NEXT LEFT, or AHEAD in letters of the same height as the sign legends 
should be placed on the panels above the signs. The legend RIGHT 1/4  MILE or 
LEFT 1/4  MILE may be used when there are intervening minor roads.

Sign Locations. The intersection approach sign panels should be located at least 200 
feet from the intersection except that the ahead sign, if used should be located to the 
far right comer of the intersection and shall not obstruct the driver's critical viewing 
of other'traffic control devices. The sign , * els may be located laterally outside the 
normal longitudinal alignment of other traffic control signs, but within the right of 
way. The location of other traffic control devices shall at all times take precedence 

"over the location of tourist oriented directional signs. Sign panels should be spaced 
at least 200 feet apart and at least 200 feet from other traffic control devices.

When used, Advanced Sign pantls should be located approximately 1 /2  mile from 
the intersection with 800 feet between the panels. In the direction of traffic, the 
order of advance signing should be for facilities to the left, the right and ahead.

Position, height, and lateral clearance of panels should be governed by Sections 2A 
and 2D of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) except *s 
permitted above.

COMMUNITY SERVICES ANNOUNCEMENT SIGNING
Generic service assemblies arc permitted for intersections leading to communities 
or areas with multiple attractions/services where the demand for signs will likely 
exceed available space. The community services announcement may include up to 
six icons identifying the categories of travelers services available. When 
appropriate, the phrase "All Motorist Services" can be placed on these signs thereby 
allowing the icons to serve the more unique attractions.

Location. Community Services Announcement Signing may be installed where 
there is sufficient space available in the following locations:

•

where the demand for signs will likely exceed available space;
at Intersections where two major highways cross Including highway
junctions listed on Page 3;
at controlled access Intersections in urban areas;
for advance signs at communities on the main highway.
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S e le c t io n  o f  I c o n s .  Icons to b e  d i s p la y e d  sha ll  be se lec ted  f ro m  the D e p a r t m e n t ’s 
a p p r o v e d  l is t  b y  th e  lo ca l  a u t h o r i t y  g o v e r n in g  the c o m m u n i ty  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  
r e s o lu t io n .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b lic  F ac i l i t ie s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
rese rves  the r ig h t  to  m o d i fy  the  se lec tion  if in  the best in te res t  of the  Stale.

A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s .  A p p l i c a t io n  for c o m m u n i ty  se rv ices  a n n o u n c e m e n t  s ig n in g  
sh a ll  p ro c e e d  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  as to u r i s t  o r ie n te d  d irec t io n a l  s ig n in g  w i th  the 
e x c e p t io n  th a t  o n ly  th e  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t y  g o v e r n in g  the  c o m m u n i t y  m a y  m a k e  
a p p l ic a t io n .
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Alaska Department 01 transportation ana ruouc ractuUes 
Division of Engineering and Operations Standards

APPL ICAT ION
for Participation In EXPERIMENTAL TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNING

♦

N ote : Please read the policy carefully to determ ine eligibility and the obligations and responsibilities 
associated with the program.

Name of B u s i n e s s : _____________________________________________ Business Phone:_______________________

Name of A p p lic a n t :________________________________________________ T i t l e : _____________________________

Business Address:    City:  Zip_____

Physical Address:   Milepost______________

MAIN SERVICE OFFERED: Please check ONLY one:

□ c a s  CJf o o d  O l o d c in c  O c a m p in g  □ a t t r a c t io n  O c o m m e r c ia l

Requested sign Legend {Business Name): Icon requested:   or □ .N one Suited

(Nole: If more than 18 letters are required per line, use abbreviations.)

 ̂ BUSINESS LOCATION DATA:
***T0D 5 Requested at

Intersection of: __________________________  Highway and _______________________  Highway/Road

Mileage from Highway to Business: _____________________  Is Business Wlihtn City Limits? O r e s  □ N o

Is the advertised actMty or ihe on-prtmisc signing visible from the main traveled way? □ Y e s  □ N o
% •

No. of Motorists Served Last Tear _____________________ Number of Parking Spaces: ________________

Use t h e  i p a c c  b e lo w  to  a t t a c h  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  b u iId ln * _ o r  i c l l y U r  m a in  e n t r a n c e .

TOOS Expjrtm enta l Program  iR ev iscd  4 /9 1 1
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Services: (Check the Services You Offer Ln Category Sdccted as your Main Service I

A

GAS (Regular and 

□ F u e l (UnJeaded

□ on
□ F r e e  Air £**Watcr

□  Public Restrooms

□  Drinking Water

□ p u b lic  Telephone

□ c o n tin u o u s  operation 
16 Hours/Day.
7 Days/Week

□ o p e n  Year Around

□ L ocated  within 3 ml

rooD
□ s t a l e  License

□  Breakfast Dally

□ L u n c h  Dally

□ D in n e r  Daily

□ s e a t  20 or More

□ p u b lic  Restrooms

□ c o n t in u o u s  operation 
16 Hours/Day.
7 Days/ Week

□ o p e n  Year Around
□ L ocated  within 3 ml

□  Major portion of Income from non-local
motorists.

□ c o n t in u o u s  operation
S Hours/D ry  and 6 Days/W eek

□ o p e n  at least 4 Months/Year
□  Located within 23 miles of Highway

LODGING 

□ s t a t e  License 

□ o ff -s tr e e t  parking 

□ p u b lic  Telephone

□  lO Units or More

□  private Bath

□ L od gin g  Is only service

□ c o n t in u o u s  operation 
10 Hours/Dry.
7 Dry*/Week

□ o p e n  Year Around

□ L ocated  within 3 mL

OT? rr¥«WTiT. * ran

CAMPING 

□ s t a t e  License

□  lO Units or More

□  cam psite  Parking

□ s h o w e r s /T o ile t s

□ r v  Dump Station

□ P u b lic  Telephone

□ c o n t in u o u s  operati 
24 Houxa/Day.

7 Days/Week

□ o p e n  4 Months/Yea

□ L o ca ted  within 25 n

- AdrxTvrnr - Describe

□  Major portion of Income from non-local 
motomta.

□ co n tin u o u s  operation
6 Hours/Dry and 6 Days/Week

□ o p e n  at least 4 Months/Year
□ L ocated  within 23 miles of Highway

Pleasr comment below on b on a  within jxrar category which yoa hava NOT chaehad.

TO DS E ap cn m en ta l  Program  (Revised 4 / 9 1 1
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UttPOJCI/tflTl ptv riOM •  a c o t M  bum m j v n  a r s w m | tn u u  a u n n r r  a c m aB stn u co  on Ptgt 6.
Depict; 0  all tndBfi d p >  and devices wUhia BOO fMt af Intersection
Depict: 3  proposed TCD6 loestienfa) n o r a t d  fee feet from intersection *20(7 minim tun from Intersection 
Depict: 3  tiuoin—  bcertoa  ted  socesn into bortBrw
Depict: 0*11 roods by m um  end other pertinent landmarks___________________________________________________

Applicant** C ertifica tion :
I certify (hat the above and foregoing statem ents are true and correct and that I will in/om f the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities of any changes to the above indicated information that 
may a/Tect the availability of the service provided. I further certify that I will not dlscnmlnate or deny such 
services of public accommodations based upon race, religion, color, age. sex. national origin or disability 
which is prohibited by law and that I have read and understood the Tourist Oriented Directional Signing 
(TODSI policy and application.

I understand that the use of illegal signs to promote the business is cause for denial of this application. I 
certify that there are no lUcgai signs advertising this business.

Date Applicant s Signature

Please maii your application to:
Alaska Department of Transportation At Public Facilttlca
Director. Engineering At Operations Standards Division
Dox Z
Juneau. AK 99011

Phone: -tM-2931

TO D S Experim ental Program  iRevtsed 4 /9 1 1
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o, ouu lCct ui caul uticcuun. Mar* an arrow on the pavement denlctJhs v 
tum-orT. K 5 •
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Date: 1 /12 /36  3:23 PM
? r i o n * y i  Wo rrca I 
~ Z t  w'chn Jnnien -t-  AJICAVi  
CC Ralph Swartbnr.t at FAIPMl 
CC- Rod P l a t i k e  a t  FAIPM1 
Sub jec t :  Can. 5 t « « a ’» Raquact

............................................................................ M essage C or.cenc:.. ..................................................

Following  1 5  the in form ation  as  we i n t e r p r e t e d  the r e q u e s t .  I t  i s  (or  
the Parka Highway fron tfc« reg iona l  boundary north t o  the FairbArJcj 
urban area ,  and for th in  r a g i s n 'a  p o r t io n  o f  the O l e m  Highway.

tods
Permit* I*sued/?er.dir.g 1994/1995:

PARXfi HIGHWAY I n t e r s e c t i n g  withi  ?rAMITTZZ .

Geist/Cher.a Pu.np Road 
M ilepost  357

Stanpcde Road 
M ile p os t  219.5

Otto  Lake Road 
M ilepos t  249 .5

Kealy Spur Road 
M ilepost  249 .5

Mil* 379.5 o f  Parka Highway

Geist/Cheiu Ridge Road 
Mllapcst '57

Mile 191 o f  Parka Highway

Mile 3 ) i . l  Parka Highway

V n i v e r s l t y  o f  Alaaka Museur.
Attn:  s r .  Aldor.a J o n a i t i s ,  D irector
P.O. sox  755960
Fairbanks,  Alaska 99773-6)60

Touch o f  Wilderness  D a s  
Attn:  Barbara Clasp i l l
P.O. 3ox 397 
Valdez,  Alaaka 99743

Ctto  Lake RV Perk
Attn: Ks.  XcPhereon and Ha. Loeache
P.O. Box 193
Kealy,  Alaaka 99743

Denali  Kings
Attni  Michael  C. Lauver
647 Canino de Los Kaxea, S u i t s  134
San C larence ,  CA 93(73

bana l1 Air  
Attct  R. D. Boasc 
P.O. Box 82
Denali  Matronal  Park. Alaaka 99755

Korth Vocds Lodge 
Attn i Thontaa K. nidnot  
*>.0. Box *341S 
Fairoanka. Alaaka 99700

Sourdough P a u l ’ a B A B  
Attn: Paul Melba
7 .0 .  Box 213
Cantwell ,  Alaeka 99729

e

2 e n a l1 C r l i s l y  S a a r  C ab ln a  fa 
Caspg round
I t t m  t t l e l  w\4
P.O. Box 7
b e n a l l  Park. Alaaka 99799

U a i b e l l i  Spur Moarf Alaakan Chateau B I D
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Tel: (907) 561-5733 • Fax: 1907) 561-5727

February 23 1996

Senator l.yda Green 
Alaska Slate Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-118:

Dear Senator Green:

R E C E I V E 0

F E B  2 $  1 £ ' 5

I n ’j

On behalf of the Alaska Visitors Association. I would like to thank you and Senate co­
sponsors Drue Pearce. Rick Halford, Steve Frank, Mike Miller and Bert Sharp for your 
continued work on legislation to address existing problems with directional sign prohibitions. 
As the statewide trade association representing the visitor industry ir Alaska, we agree that 
Alaska's highways need to be more user friendly to the visitor, while maintaining the scenic 
quality of the highw ay experience.

We have reviewed the most recent draft of Senate Bill 181, and approve of the its approach to 
limit the scope of changes to Alaska's sign statutes for directional sign purposes only. We 
also applaud the addition of language that roiricts signage sixe to 90 inches by 18 inches, 
therefore eliminating the potential for being labeled as biliboard-type advertising.

AVA lias long supported legislation that would allow directional signs on private property 
that is xoned or designated as commercial or industrial by use patterns as allowed by federal 
law. We further appreciate SB 181 *s intent to bring state signage restrictions in line with 
more flexible federal law. At the same time, AVA alto agrees with the stipulation that sign 
location, design, and content be consistent with standards approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration.

Thank you again for your time and atiention to this important issue afTecting hundreds of 
tourism businesses along Alaska's highways.

Tina Lmdgrrn 
Executive Director

cc SB 111 co-sponsors Drue Pcarcc. Rick Halford, Steve Frank, Mike Miller. Bert Sharp 
DOT/PF Commissioner Joe Perkins

L i v *



A laska C amporound Owners' Association
P.O. Box 8*614 Fairbanks Aluka 99701 (907) 474-1011
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c « f f  » * a ^ M 
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S e n a t o r  L v d a  G r e e n  Pobruary 2 2 , 1 9 9 6
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
Juneau, AX. 99801

D o a r  S e n a t o r  O r c o n :

1 a m  w r i t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C a m p g r o u n d  O w n e r s  
A N n o c i a t i o n  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  2 / 1 9 / 9 6  d r a f t  of S B  101, 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t o u r i s t  o r i e n t e d  d i r e c t i o n a l  e i gne. T h l e  
l e g l o l a t l o n  h a e  a l o n g  h i s t o r y ,  a s  y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  w o  
b e l l o v e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  of 
o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  
w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .

T h e  A C O A  i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  a  n e e d  f o r  b e t t e r  
I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y s  f o r  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c .
T h i s  i a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  f o r  t h o e e  c a m p g r o u n d s  a n d  o t h e r  
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  o f f  t h e  h i g h w a y .  
L e g i s l a t i o n  I n  p r i o r  y e a r s  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  l a r g e r  s i g n s  
a n d  m o r e  l o c a t i o n s  t o  p l a c e  them. T h e  A C O A  is w i l l i n g ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l ,  s i n c e  it d o e #  p l a c e  t h e  
T O D S  p r o g r a m  i n t o  s t a t u t e  a n d  c r e a t e s  i o i m  a d d i t i o n a l  
s i t e s  f o r  p l a c i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  7 0 0 8 - t y p e  e i gne.

Z e p p r o c l a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  I m p o r t a n t  
p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  r a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  
c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s m e l l  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y .

r«* B a r r i e r ,  P r e s i d e n t

W f. ■a, l  i

cc: tionato S t a t e  A f f a i r e  C o m m i t t e e
S e n a t o r s  P e a r c e ,  H a l f o r d ,  rranX, K l l ’or. S h a r p

0 2 / 2 1 / 9 6  2 0 : 1 6  T l /J U  '<0.0541 P 001 |
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Support Tor Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska
We, the undersigned visitors lo Alaska, have raveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway system throughout the State o f  AIm Jul^W c arc 
appalled by lire lack o f  directional signs for lh< convenience of lire traveling public. While we arc plcnsed with the absence of "billboard signs" 
along Alaska's highway system, those o f  ut wlro are unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by the lack o f  directional signs to aid in our 
effort lo locale private campgrounds, lour facilities, and lour allraclions We urge the Alaska Stale legislature and the Governor o f  Alaska lo 
modify Ibe slate's highway directional sign tows in the inlcrest o f  Alaska's traveling public



Wc, the undersigned visitors to Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway system throughout the State o f  Alaska. We 
appalled by the lack or directional signs for the convenience of the traveling public. While we are pleased with the absence of "billboard signs’ 
along Alaska's highway system, those of us who are unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by the lack of directional signs to aid in our 
cfTort lo locate private campgrounds, lour facilities, and lour attractions We urge the Alaska Slate Legislature and the Governor of Alaska lo 
modify the stale’s highway directional sign laws in the interest o f  Alaska's traveling public.

Support for Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska
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We. Ibe undersigned visitors to Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or tire highway system throughout the State of Alaska. W e are 
appalled by lire lack or directional signs for the convenience o f  the traveling public. While we arc pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs" 
along Alaska's highway system, those o f  us who arc unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by the lack o f  directional signs to aid in our 
effort lo locale private campgrounds, lour facilities, and tour attractions. We urge the Alaska Stale Legislature and the Governor of Alaska to 
modify the state’s highway directional sign laws in the interest o f  Alaska’s traveling public.

Support for Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska
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We. I he undersigned visitors lo Alaska, have Iravclcd Ihc Alaska Highway and/or Ibe highway system throughout the Stale o f  Alaska. We are 
appalled by the lack o f  directional signs for the convenience of the traveling public. While we are pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs’ 
along Alaska's highway syslcrn, those o f  us who arc unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by the lack o f  directional signs to aid in our

Support for Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska

effort lo locate private campgrounds, lour facilities, 
modify Ihc stale's highway directional sign laws in
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Wc, the undersigned visitors lo Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway system throughout the State o f  Alaska. We arc 
appalled by lire lack or directional signs for Ihc convenience o f  the traveling public. While wc are pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs" 
along Alaska’s highway system, those o f  us who arc unfamiliar with Alaska arc seriously hindered by Ihc lack o f  directional signs to aid in our 
effort lo locate private campgrounds, tour facilities, and tour attractions. Wc urge the Alaska State Legislature and the Governor o f  Alaska to 
modify Ihc stale's highway directional sign laws in the interest o f  Alaska's traveling public.

Support for Increasing Highway Directional Siens in Alaska



Support for Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska
Wc, Ihe undersigned visitors lo Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway system throughout the State o f  Alaska. We are 
appalled by the lack or directional signs for the convenience o f  the traveling public. While we are pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs" 
along Alaska's highway system, those o f  us who are unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by Ihe lack of  directional signs to aid in our 
effort to locate private campgrounds, tour facilities, and tour attractions. We urge Ihe Alaska State Legislature and the Governor o f  Alaska to 
modify the state's highway directional sign laws in the interest o f  Alaska's traveling public.
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• . . . . .Support for Increasing Highway Directional S ign-in Alaska
Wc, Ihc undcrsigjjed visitors to Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway systcm'throughout the Slate o f  Alaska. W e are 
appalled by Ihe lack or directional signs for the convenience of the traveling public. While we are pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs" 
along Alaska’s highway system, those of us who arc unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by Ihc lack o f  directional signs to aid in our 
cfTort lo locale private campgrounds, lour facilities, and tour attractions. We urge the Alaska Slate Legislature and Ihe Oovemor o f  Alaska to 
modify Ihc stale’s highway directional sign laws in the interest o f  Alaska's traveling public.



W >  \  y . ^
|J '^  Support for Increasing Highway Directional Signs in Alaska

We,The undersigned visitors to Alaska, have traveled the Alaska Highway and/or the highway system throughout the State o f  Alaska. We are 
appalled by the lack or directional signs for the convenience of the traveling public. While we are pleased with the absence o f  "billboard signs" 
along Alaska’s highway system, those o f  as who are unfamiliar with Alaska are seriously hindered by Ihe lack of directional signs to aid in our 
cfTort lo locale private campgrounds, tour facilities, and lour attractions. We urge the Alaska State Legislature and Ihe Governor o f  Alaska to 
modify Ihc slate’s highway directional sign Inws in the interest o f  Alaska's traveling public.
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Addendum ;o SC SS SB # 131

S j L Q J (ute: for Seoatg

Background: Alaska currently does not allow Outdoor Advertising. Any signs locaLcd 
outside o f  state-owned right-of-way would be considered “Outdoor Advertising" under 
federal statutes, and would have to meet all Outdoor Advertising contxoi requirements.

Impact on the Department: This section would allow placement of signs outside of the 
nght-of-way. and would require a letter of agreement from redcrai Highway 
Administration. It would also require modification o f  manuals, establishment of an 
Outdoor Advertising Control program which meets federal standards, and legal review.

Sg£llQD-^$_-QLSpQnsQ r_ S u b s li lu lC -fo r  S cna tg -B ill  No. 131

These sections appear to have no fiscal impact on DOT P/F.

Qlhcr > ' q.IcS-Iq.. Ul u i s _ Dill No.  1 31

To our know ledge, no other state places offic:aJ dirccuon signs, TODS or LOGO signs on 
pnvate property because of the difficulties involved with maintaining, erecting, and 
controlling an Outdoor Advertising program on pnvaie property. Several states have 
warned against such a practice. Marne now has a proliferation o f  TGDS-typc signs <200- 
300. including tnsuror.ee. real csute and funeral parlors) around each rural intersection 
because of a lack of effective state controls.

A ss u m p t io n s  of Fiscal N ote 'die fiscal r.cie assumes dur qualifying businesses or 
organized groups would undertake all administrative and onanizotionaJ details, purcr.ose 
the signs, posts and provide labor for installation, oouir. permits and easements or rrr.toi 
agreements and properly maintain 'he signs and sites. Pnvate property use requires egaJ 
authorization from each property owner for construction ' placement), maintenance and 
removal o f  any structures.

Estimate for a technical engineer to review and administer the program pprotimately roc 
m onth 's  time spread over the year. I mo 9  Sl0.50C/mo plus Sl.CCO for travel costs

Writing new rcgulauons. S10.000 to the Department of Law (S5.COO for administration 
plus $5,000 for conducting 5 public hearings tesunutcd  at SI.000 each).
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( S  I O K  SPONSOR SHBSTIT I IK  FOR SENATE BILL NO. IKI(FIN)

in i nr: i ec .is i  .a t i ;ri: o f  t h e  sta te  o f  ai ask  a

NINETEENTH I EC.ISI ATURE - SECOND SESSION

HV THE SENATE H N \ M K  C O M M ITTEE

Offrrrd: J  2h KS
RrfrrmJ: Rule*

Spunwifto: SEN M O RN  ( . K I E V  IVarer. l la lfuriJ. t ra n k . Milter, sharp

A BILL 

FOR \N  AC T  EN TITLED

1 \n  Nit relating In Inurisl oriented < lim lin n .il signs lli.it a rc  *M) Indies  in

2 width and IS inches in height and  In penalties fnr violations related In ou tdnnr 

J  advertising."

4 BK II E N V C T II)  BN N IL  I.KC.ISI. VII RL OI TH E ST A IK  O F  NLNSKN:

5 • Seellnn I. I I d lS I A lI V E  FINDINGS: INTENT (a) The Alaska State Legislature finds

6  that

( I)  ihc M/erne tv .nils id Alaska is unquestionably unique and is revered by 

S lesidcnis id Ihe stale as well as sisiliirs In Alaska.

') (2) il is imperative lhal Ihc Stale t*l Alaska maintain its scenic highway system

ID throughout the si.iic lor ihe tvnclil of residents nt Alaska and visitors in Alaska.

11 ( 4 )  H IS  alv» imperative lhal residents nf Alaska ami visitors In Alaska travel in

12 a safe mariner nn ihc stale highway system and lhal Ihc salclv n | the residents nt Alaska and 

1.1 sisijnrs In Alaska tv assured hy a system id diicctional signing fnr ’ravclcr oriented attractions 

14 and services

SHO IIIIII •I*
hex Iz iL LzJtL iiit'J iM irrtt*  r
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(h) ll is ihc intent of the Alaska State l egislature lo provide belter information to 

motorists by authorizing a well planned and regulated system of directional signing for traveler 

oriented attractions and services in a manner similar to the current tourist oriented directional 

sign program that has been established under policies of the Department of 'transportation and 

Public f  acilities and in a manner consistent with standards established by the Federal Highway 

Administration and the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

• See. 2. AS lb 25.105(a) is amended to read:

(a) Outdoor advertising may not be erected 01 maintained within bbO feet ol 

the nearest edge of the right-of-way and visible from the main-traveled way of the 

interstate, primary, or secondary highways in this stale except Ihe following:

(1) directional and other official signs and notices which include, but 

are not limited to, signs and notices pertaining to natural wonders, scenic and historic 

attractions, which are required or authorized by law. and which shall conform to 

federal standards lor interstate and primary systems:

(2) signs, display s, and devices advertising the sale or lease ol property 

upon which they arc located or advertising activities conducted on the property;

(3) signs determined by the state, subject to concurrence ol the United 

States Department ol I ranspottaiion. to be landmark signs, including signs on l.irm 

structures, or natural surfaces, ol historic or artistic significance, the preservation of 

which would be consistent with the provisions ol this chapter;

(•I) directional signs and notices pertaining to schools.

(5) advertising on bus benches or bus sin.’ lets. and adjacent trash 

receptacles, it the slate determines that the advertising conforms to local, state, and 

federal standards lor interstate and primal) highways;

ih) tourist oriented directional signs erected under le) of this

section

• Sec. 3. AS I‘r 2V W 5|d | is amended to read

(d) Outdoor advertising may not Ik  erected or maintained withm 'he right-of- 

way ol an interstate, primary, or secondary highwav except lhal outdoor advertising 

is allowed on

i l l  bus Ik  itches and bus shelters, ami adjacent trash receptacles, located 

within the right-of-way under the authority ot a permit issued under AS I 1/ 25.200. if

( 'S S S M I H U D  IS t  -2 - SHA IKH )
w  fn t  it'fitirp rrar nuctrrtPi



the bus benches or bus shelters .ire looted within .1 Imrough 01 unified municipality 

.ind the buses tli.it stop .11 that location operate during ihc entire yearj and

<2/ fnurist oriented dinctinn.il signs erected under pel of this

sect inn

* See. 4. AS PJ 25.I*>5 is amended by adding a new subsection to read

(c) Ih c  dcrurtrocnl shall establish a tourist oriented directional sign program 

Ihe department shaiUerect. 01 permit the erection o f. directional signs for traveler 

oriented attractions and sets ices within and outside of the righls-of.way ol interstate, 

primary, and secondary highways in areas zoned industrial or commercial or in 

un/oncd areas determined lo Ik* commercial or industrial areas Ihc signs may be 

erected on pnsale land adjacent lo ihe rights of was o l interstate, primary, and 

secondary highwavs m this stale if permission for ihc erection ot ihe sign is granted 

by the owner of the private land Ihc sign, cu ludm g posts. must be '*• inches in

width and IS inches in height and may contain only Ihc name **f the attraction 01 the

business providing the atliaction or service. an icon representing the attraction or 

H'tvKC. the distance lo the attraction or service, and a directional arrow Ihe liHalion 

ol ilucctMmal signs wiihin a tight o l wav and the design and content of directional 

signs must be consistent with standards approved bv the federal Highway 

Ndminoltation lb . dcpaftmcnl shall retain control over the (.nation ol directional 

signs In scenic ate as. ihc dcpaitmcn! shall control ihc hna lioa of direc tional signs in 

a manner iha! maintains ihc ijualiiv of scenic areas

■ V s .  5 . A S I*# S  | III »s amended lo  read
See P I S  A i n  M IR  V IO IA I I I I S  A pcw m  who v 1,4 ales

AS p j 2* i i s j i  |«i :<  im i. or a regulation adopted un .h r Ns |v . ' 5  nxti . |9 .25,|M O 
11 I I I  M |, is o f a v io la tion (V f lS f l l  M l \  Nt IK | and c o o s *  Ik** is
punishable to  a (u v  o l nor less than S 'u  nor mole than

* V s . r» AS I•* ts m »  amended to read

N s  IV tM r l ’  P I S  M i l l s  A pctvain tcho sK .la lrs 4 |A SV  |  ptinrsaoa of

\ s  1*1 its \ s  p » other  Ibar a p fm b fe f i  o f IT 2 5 .0M I • I7 .2 5 . I8 9 . *% gmliv
• ■I a m itatontin>>r u c )  u |sw  o M O tlh w i is |K<nishat*k by a fine of n r  k v i  Vm S Mr ivn  

nv. i t  th an  p m .  o  be im fM iwrinKnl in  yail l<4 a j s i v d  rva i,» % u « J  .use year, or by

s M I i l t l  )  I s w s B  l l l iM S i
tf-r I'tsi  ••v- .. - r-i f*. t i n  */).. i « fr



1 bolh.

2 • See. 7. 17 AAC 20.010 is annulled.
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