





Alaska Forest Assoclation, Inc

111 BTEOMAN SUITE 200
KETCHIKAN. ALASKA S8&01-6bO0
r rhona 807*220-0114

March 19, 1996 FAX 807-220-5820

Honoiablo Mark Henley

Honorable Gone Thaniault

Alaska Slate Hougb of Representative
State Capitol, Mailslop 3101

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Budge! to< the Deportment of Natural Rosource'é Division of Forestry to monitor the Forest
Practices Act

The Alaska Forest Associalion supports the Department of Natural Resource’s Division of Forestry. Wo
feel that funding for their continued participation with ihe timber industry in monitoring the ForeGt
Practices Act (FPA) is essential and could b0 cost-saving in the long run. This is a case where a single
agency covers the regulations end policies of several ollw ngencies and workB with the industry to
comply with ell governmental requirements

When the timber industry* is In compliance with the FPA, Ihey arc also complying with the Alaska Coastal
£onc Managcmonl program and the Federal Clean Water Ad. for example. The DNR has always been
the primary agency for inspections and enforcement of the FPA Other agencies do not prioritize these
field inspections because DNR personnel are competent and skilled in these areas. The DNR also works
with Ihe industry by providing recommendations for improvements rather then just criticizing projects or
finding fault with operations.

Eliminating Division of Forestry inspections could result in the Department OF Environmental
Conservation rescinding approval of FPA regulations and writing its own regulations at considerable time
and expense. The Federal EPA could increase (heir presence and authority over water quality. The
timber industry could be faced with shutdowns and fines due to inadvertent violations that are currently

not at issue.

The timbor industry is vory willing to work wilh the Logisialura to streamline FPA inspections, if needed,
Environmental coif audita, privafo oontraat incpodori: nnd othar idenc may bo worth considering for the
future, but time is needed to explore these alternatives, We respectfully suggest that the Division of
Forestry’s budget bo maintained until another plan Is In place.

In 1990, with the passage of the FPA, the timber industry's private landowners agreed to "donate" 10% of
their trees to create buffers to protect fish hAbitat and water quality. They also agreed to incur additional
costs to improve and comply with updated Best Management Practices. In return, the State promised to
perform inspections to assure the pubtta thel these Important resources were being protected. We
continue to rospoct our commitment, wo expect trio Stale to do I(howlso.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

Jeaw

SIIKVINO AI-ASKA'S | OKI fTI' INDUSTRY



\&M

Here's The Latest
Weekly Reader.

Week of February 26 - 29,1596

16. Budget e . Our school budget for 1996-97 was 533,333. As we all krnw
‘onouSht0™ our**°°l that's what we received. Guess what - we have row bcJi
need to cut an additional amount of $9,708 from this amount plus keep an additionM ?"

t tdf Eds:tesoryx With the cut our budget is S29.125 with the 20% that neeiﬂbe in the S‘Zj
in March, ni need so™ ,,pUt from you  way5 that ||tghis

budget.
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The Honorable Mark Hanley,

My name is John Koleff. I am a student at Susitna Valley Junior
Senior High in Talkeetna. |1 hear that you want to cut funding
to one of Talkeetna’s most vital resources, KTNA the public
radio station. 1 feel that doing so would be a grave error on
your part. Having KTNA Is a unigue experience for us,
especially since we are such a small community.

Having the station has given me, and many of my fellow students,
something to do since there is no other place, outside of
school, for us to go. KTNA has given us something to challenge
our minds. With all the technology around the world changing
constantly, it helps us to prepare for the future.

As a student, 1 have received a great deal of training from my
experiences at KTNA. 1 have been a 0J and a member of the
weekly show "Friday Night Live"™ for about two years now. Plus,
this fall, Cedar Moore,a friend and 1 started a work study
program which allows us to work at the radio station for school

credit. .

Over the past six months, Cedar and I have learned how to work
the satellites, play DAT tapes, make carts, use and edit the
reel to reel tapes, write the news and run a news broadcast. In
other words, we have learned to run a radio station.

There i1s a lot more to KTNA then a place to hang-out or to learn

what a cart is. It pro- ides a community service by letting the
people know exactly what 13 going on in the world around them.
For example if I have to walk to school at 40 below, 1 would

listen to the weather report on the news to know exactly the
conditions and if it would be safe to do so. Additionally KTNA
also provides a way for the people to communicate with each
other through the Denali Echoes program, a bu$h message seervj.ce
for people without phones.

I thank you for your time, and urge you to make the right
decision: continue to fund KTNA. Because i1f you don"t you will
hurt our community forever.

Sincerely,

Jo
KTNA Volunteer



To whom it may concern,

| recently heard that the funding for public radio stations going to be cut. One of the
stations that these cuts would affect is my local radio station, KTNA-Talkeetna.

My first experience with working in a radio station was Friday Night Live (FNL), a local
teen program on KTNA that is also run by teens. After | went to one FNL show, | was
hooked. | looked into more ways to get involved with KTNA. | now am one of the main
Djs for FNL and am doing a workstudy program at KTNA for school credit. By working
at KTNA, | have learned how to make carts, work DAT tapes, edit reel to reel tapes, write
news, broadcast news, and operate a radio station.

Since | am so involved in KTNA, | have also been able to see the effect that it has on the
commiuiity. Local residents that live in the bush use KTNA to communicate, students
listen to KTNA to leani what type of weather they should prepare themselves for on their
long walk to the bus stop, and community members listen to find out what is happening in
the community.

As aresult of KTNA, | am now considering a career in broadcasting. This choice is one
that | would not have considered if KTNA did not exist. Many students at Su Valley Higli
School have, or plan to, pursue broadcasting, journalism, communications, or engineering
careers since beginning to Icam such skills at KTNA.

| also think that the information KTNA provides is not available from any other source.
Many people rely on KTNA for news that is not covered by any other radio station or
newspaper.

Please make sure that these cuts do not happen. Thank you vety much.

he}

Cedar Moore
Su Valley High School Student and Talkeetna resident
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March 22,1996

Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

The Alaska Legislature

State Capitol, Room 428

Juneau. AK 99811-1182

Door Representative Hanley:

I am writing to ask that the House Finance Committee reconsider the House Finance
Department of Education Budget Subcommittee’s proposed elimination of the Alaska State
Council on the Arts.

If eliminated, Alaska would be the only state in the union without a state arts agency. Alaska is
ranked 49 out of 50 states in the percentage of general fund spending dedicated to the arts.1
The Arts Council’'s State appropriation is about one four-thousandth (1/4000) of 1 percent of the
general fund. To put this in perspective, it might be helpful to compare this spending with that of
a typical Alaskan household. According to the U.S. Department of Commerce (Census Bureau),
the median household income in Alaska is $41,403. On a household scale, state arts spending
is about equivalent to two cheap seats at the movies ($41,408/4000= $10.35).

ASCA'’s FY96 budget is $1,254,300—11 percent of what it was in 1983. The Legislature made
its first appropriation to the Alaska State Council on the Arts in FY67. With a full-time staff of
four, the Council maintains the smallest staff of any state arts agency in the United States. In
partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the Council makes a big impact on
Alaska. Council grants invest in communities across Alaska. In FY95, ASCA disbursed
$986,167 in state and federal funds through grant programs. The Arts Council helps local arts
organizations raise private contributions. On average, they match ASCA grants ten to one.
These grants mean jobs and work for Alaskans. The Council's Arts in Education program
reaches 29,000 students and 2,000 teachers to enrich the curricula of local schools.

Congress cut the National Endowment for the Arts 40 percent for FFY06. The Council expects
its Federal grants to drop 35% in FY97. In addition to the grants made to the State Arts Council,
the NEA made 22 grants directly to arts organizations in Alaska. The Arts Endowment
estimates that two-thirds of arts organizations previously served by the Endowment will no
longer be funded. This year it is especially important to maintain level state supportto help ease
the loss the Federal funds.

1L oglsloUvc Appropriations Annual Survey -November 1995, National Assembly of State Ait_S Agencies; The
F'scs| Survey of Stales: Oclobar 1995, Nat. Governor's Assoc. & the Nat. Assoc, of State Budget Officers.

Alaska State Council on the Arts

411 West 4th Avenue, Suite 1E, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2343 (907) 269-6610 Fax; (907) 269-6601
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The Council's programs mean that all Alaskans have affordable local access to the arts. In
FY95, arts attendance totaled almost two million. On a per capita basis, every AJaskan attends
three to four cultural events a year. The artists and arts organizations of Alaska offer services
and programs that every community needs and attend to problems that every community faces.
Thu State Arts Council promotes healthy communities, nurtures children, and helps create jobs.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

cC: House Finance DOE Committee Members
Commissioner Shirley Holloway, DOE
Pat Pourchot. Legislative Director. Office of the Governor
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To: Members of the House iFInahce Committee

Re: Public Broadcasting in Alaska

Once again, public broadcasting is under attack. As a consumer of
public radio, I can’t understand why. Itis the only way in the areas I live
and work that information is desimlnatcd. KGTL, KBBI, and KSDP mean
alot to myself and many others. Iwas a charter member of KSDP and am
proud of it. Many from that area that benefit from the programing, such
as weather, fishing openings, community news, the broadcasting of Board
of Fish meetings, announcements, tsnaml warnings, and (horrer of horfers)
entertainment, will not write in support of public radio, but we all listen
and it's Importance cannot be underestimated. Homer, where i live during
the winter, has an excellent station due to the dedication and hard work of
many volunteers. KBBI not only does the community announcements in a
clear and pleasant format, it goes out of its way to be educational besides
informative. Kachemak Currents, Earth and Sky, Rabbit Ears Radio,
National Press Club, Reading Between the Lines, National Public Radio,
Monlter Radio, Christy the Wordsmith, Kachemak Review, Click and Clack,
Homer City Council meetings,. Coffee Table, Governor's CalMn, legislative
addresses, community calander, 51%, Morning Edition, and the list goes on
and on in the effort to keep us educated and informed. This type of
material and information is found nowhere else on radio, television, or
computer Internet. The public service rendered by public radio, and also
public television, is the biggest bang for the buck possible for keeping the
populace up to date on events and happenings, local and worldwide. But
these services have been cut In recent years to where even heavy
community Involvement, support, and donations cannot take up the slack.
Please help keep the communities in which I live and work alive with
public radio. | feel we deserve to keep abreastof happenings throughout
our world, nation, state, and community.

4002 Kachemak Way
Homer, Alaska 99603

cc. Speaker of the House Gall Phillips



Mr. or Madam Chairperson, member of the committee,
ladies and gentlemen. My name is Myra Olsen, Vice
Chairperson of Rural Alaska Resources Association. Rural
Alaska Resources Association Is a statewide organization
that represent the interest of rural Alaska’s subsistence
hunters and gatherers. | am here to testify in support of
retaining full funding for Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, with special emphases to retain general funding
support to Division of Subsistence at this year level. The
Division of Subsistence provides essential functions for the
ADF&G In collecting and presenting information on
subsistence fishing and hunting to resource managers to
fulfill its legal mandate under the statute. Just a few days
ago, the House cut $200,000 of the general funds support
for the Division. The aggregate cuts over the last six years
have resulted in the reduction of the Division budget by
50%. These cuts will result in crippling the capacity of the
division to fulfill its statutory mandate to ensure adequate



opportunity for subsistence taking and uses of fish and
game resources.

Mr. Chairman, the only way the hunter in rural Alaska can
put food on the table is to get a hunting license. Therefore,
many of the hunters in rural Alaska contribute a substantial
amount to the Fish and Game on the “hunting side.” The
Constitution states that there will be no dedicated funds.
We proposed that this fmance committee retain the level of
finding from the general fund for the Division of
Subsistence at the level it was funded last year and for the
general fund to be replenished from the proceeds of
licenses from rural Alaska. Rural Alaskan's do not hunt for
“trophies” but hunts to put food on the table.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I submit with my testimony a
fact sheet prepared by ADF&G of what the results will be
of a gutted Division of Subsistence. Thank you for
allowing me to testify on this vely important fiscal matter.



Subsistence Division Budget Gutted Further

The House budget cuts the Division of Subsistence program (general funds) by
$200,000. Combined with general fund cuts over the past six years, the Division's
general fund program has been reduced by 50% (from $2.1 million in 1992 to $1.1
million in 1997) (see attached graph). State general funds are used to fulfill out
statutory mandate to ensure adequate opportunity for subsistence taking and uses.
With these funds, we pay for 15 full-time and 3 seasonal staff. These cuts would result
in a loss of 3 full-time and 1 part-time staff, nearly one-third the staff charged to fulfull
our statewide mandate.

A Gutted Program

At this funding level, the Division of Subsistence cannot carry out its legal mandates -
to collect and present information on subsistence fishing and hunting to resource
managers and io the public, so that subsistence uses can be protected within the state.
At this funding level:

» The Division becomes simply a cataloger of old information.

» Staff would not directly participate in resource management decisions.

* Mew subsistence information would not be collected in most areas.

* Reliable subsistence information collected by the Division would become
increasingly outdated.

» The Boards increasingly would depend on information collected under state harvest
ticket and permit systems, which are notoriously inaccurate for representing
subsistence hunting patterns in villages.

» Board decisions necessarily would have to be more conservative.

* Remaining staff in the Division would be centralized in Juneau, Anchorage, or
Fairbanks. Regional office functions would be closed in Angoon, Nome, and Fort
Yukon, and possibly Dillingham and Bethel.

» Collaborative projects with subsistence user groups would not take place under
state funding.

» The Division would not have the core staff to attract federal money for subsistence
research.

» The ability of the state to regain subsistence management is further eroded.

Gi>A T
L fl.fru L S



Division of Subsistence General Fund FY83-96, 97 House

3000.0 T

2500.0 - 2382.0

2294.8
2117.6

1955.1
2000.0 -1020:0- -19254-

1677.8 17131 1720.0 1686.2 1684.6

1538.6

1500.C —
1289.6

1103.7

1000.0

500.0

0.0 [ t-
1983 1984 1985 1556 1987 1988 1989 1990 1901 1992 1993 194 1995 1996 1997
HS

H092095.X1w. 'c Printed 3/21/96



& tucy /yip t. /1l v e

7/1 rVver5<//cJ( atrvi cUr? 7vt/U (f_<2./yCt~
3 /h/A 'S/ 77.UCGITON3 / &
flfA lfufni* ¢jfS S thczcA&lal, |
A iy i/ft/ JO G ~ranrT

CA ff/d /iftZ

piip .| pzuKlportcufjor) DJS 5 s

Sigr\'pCd*d - 'fo r ~M-idt
P& rD ap' p

Jplt lift/-£/"u- ~/iu fv <cf/tl-nG&Sia OF
f>LIh/s//7c tducs-JFfo0F i/s?Cc.f_7p¥C AXIlilLu

" p 6 /s S te>xb/na fjp &S a J f p f Suapectet

Uu ft id a/\Q,

Oft&fOfo\J&C/Z /JJO ft |d)//1f/ fu if
1S 0JEJlu JOCACLA, A>ho AX/|xJuva_ A i
JPAfM&N/ZLIU| scpoc/Sjd n 3 'fIfbfyiviz-

FGFFIXILA. fjJA S /7 AO0o0Js

fittmzuk  hudyfTd& oA eJUL
pnyCUtL dhdw i/w ow tH

~

i fOFf jgr) 5choc/3P7nopec/m,

fiA M fiX/u3 ilirtyiU ofih on £p JJuo

U i)l JJJ)o M o n \]Ml U



C lild — SCi-C-ulLl&L-

Q Jit b_

tytl"utd"Ir- (p.S*00 "5-rud&nr£”, Vocch-*
htioj~rUjy\ Urv -rfuo Ceyo"i*fer oU//J
f)°  Lemetg/h fAY/IAJVL  UMAGU.CIL
J*,j"/"iL*nan ,,-,6 *A/VvVtuX&A.d~-~f €khots

CJ-udA /LA

Sp /jTT'Ct,

A - rfm J L dnl/o /5 <ur> -

"T fA zZ A -y ®U - ~

(TFfUccj vLUILl p~»™-.

<sD , OiL



Alaska State Legislature

Picise enter into the record my testimony to the g ey
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I would like to make a statement iIn response to the proposed
fuctions iIn the Division of Public Health.

1 m a long time public health nurse. 1 know what happens when
travel budgets are cut. 1 have seen the results of reduced public
health services: with reduced disease prevention and containment
services, diseases and disabilities increase at great cost to
individuals and the state. Other states are sadly aware of this,
and are scrambling to make up for years of costly disarray iIn their
public health systems. The Division spends a good deal of money on
travel to provide services. That is the unavoidable cost of our
state"s geography and demographics. The Division serves villages
and communities by traveling to them. Many little communities do
not have any other health care provider than a public health nurse
who visits one or two times a year. Thus, travel is essential.

The other proposed cuts iIn the Division®s budget will affect
service delivery. Our work today 1is so complex and iIn so many
program areas that the workers in the field need enormous support
from tdministration. 1 respectfully ask you to reflect on the
potential consequences of these cuts. In public health, money spent
up frort 1Is money saved. 1 am happy to provide any further
information to you from my perspective. Thank you.
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The Arts and Humanities are an essential part of education.
Perhaps they are not directly connected to economic concerns or
even/ on the surface/ to the interests of the majority/ they
none the less have an important role in a healthy culture.

Just as few people are interested in an education in medicine,
we cannot deny the benefit we all receive from the tiny proportion
of people who pursue such a course. The effect of the Arts and
Humanities is less apparent but has an impact far beyond the
minority who take interest iIn them. The primary benefit 1is
their role as "cultural fTertilizer”™ providing a rich soil out
of which a healthy culture can grow. Generally speaking, this
“cultural fertilizer” consists of encouraging flexibility of
thought and, to a certain degree, an ability to observe
ourselves more dispassionately. The fact that the majority are
not interested in Buch tools does not negate the effect of
those who are on society as a whole.

The Arts and Humanities are not essential in a decaying culture
but they are essential for a healthy one.

P.O. Box 23309
Ketchikan, AK 9S901
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March 20, 1996

Alaska Legislature
Finance Coml rreft
Juneau, Alaska

Pccii* Finance Committee,

ilt has ctqe to our attention that you are considering further funding reductions
for Public Television and Radio in Alaska,

Your failure to understand the importance of Public Radio and Television In
A"laglkn communities, large und smail, is appalling. For the thousands of us who
cajinot receive cable TV for one reason or another the Public TV and Radio service
io absolutely vital. There is nothing commercially available to replace the
statewide weather broadoast by NOAA, the educational programs, nature programs,
news programs and even financial prograns. These Public Stations need a strong
signal that will reach us! And they aro doing it now on reduced funding you set
l«et year. The development of Alaska One (KUAC, KYUK and KTOO) for instance

has given us an even better product than RATNET ana 1 support them with my own
money as a subscriber. They are doing thoir part to operate with less.

Please think about the quality of life for Al«3kans as you make your budget euts .
We want u leaner, cost efficient govermment, not « mean spirited, backward place
wnere no one enjoys “life at all. Surely there is still real ™fat" you can cut
that would not have such a negative iImpact on those who look to you for leadership.

We will be watching closely to see who is supportive and non-supportlve of our
Public Television and Radio funding. If you folks in the Legislature and on the
Finance Committee are not “‘in tune” with what Alaskans want, ask your friend3 and

neighbors hack hame.

=Sincerely,

Ketchikan, Alaska

cc: Uovomor Tony Knowles, Juneau, AX



Sean Parnell _
House Finance Committee

fax: 465-2278

Representative Sean Parnell,

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. | manage a 40 plus unit motel in
the Homer area, and | have found public radio to be an essential part of the services
| can provide my customers. Through public radio | can keep abreast of local
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to
Hon.or for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they
traverse I have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread
coverage that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly

affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my
employees rely on the tourist industry which | feel has been demeaned for the sake
of the big business oil dollar. | find it objectionable to think that special breaks and
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be tire objects of cuts.
| seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,
Kenny Cobb, manager

Beluga Lake Lodge
984 Ocean Dr.
Homer, AK 996603
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Pete Kelly
House Finance Committee

fax: 465-2278

Representative Pete Kelly,

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. | manage a 40 plus unit motel in
the Homer area, and | have found public radio to be an essential part of the services
| can provide my customers. Through public radio | can keep abreast of local
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to
Homer for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they
traverse | have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread
coverage that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly
affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my
employees rely on the tourist industry which | feel has been demeaned for the sake
of the big business oil dollar. | find it objectionable to think that special breaks and
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be the objects of cuts.
| seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,
Kenny Cobb, manager

leluga Lake Lodge
984 Ocean Dr.
Homer, AK 996603



David & Maryann Frazier
2636 Shepherdia Drive
Anchorage AK 99508

274-2869

March 23, 1996

To:  Hark Hanley, Co-chair
House Finance Committee Member

Re:  Funding cuts for Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA)

My husband and I are long time residents: 37 years for me and 28 years for him.
He owns and runs an insurance brokerage company here and | am a bookkeeper. Wc
own a home, a 4-plcx and property. We have two children in school, one in junior high
and one in grade school. We are all concerned about the proposed funding cuts to
eliminate the ASCA and the devasting impact it would have on the entire state.

You see, we are more than just taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of
this state, and as such, we are representatives of life in Alaska when wc travel, and we
travel quite a bit. Eliminating funding for the Arts doesn’t just hurt the Art
community, it hurts everyone. Art in this isolated region of the world is a connecting
and uniting force. Without it we become void culturally. Without culture there is no
richness to life. Without that, we simply labor.

My family would have little to stay in Alaska for if funding for the arts is
eliminated. | am not just a bookkeeper, but also a dancer and painter. Both of my
children dance and the oldest is a budding musician. My hushand and | spend our extra
money on supporting live performance and visual arts in Alaska. We have seen the
magic the arts has on our lives and our children and know that it must continue for us.
There arc other states who value the arts. Must wc be so short sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our
family does not support eliminating the Council or
its role in Alaska.

Maryann and David Frazier
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Juneau, Alaska
Dear House Finance Committee,

This letter is regarding proposed budget cuts by the House sub-committee for
Occupational Licensing for Fiscal Year 1997.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. of Kodiak, a member of the Alaska Association of
Realtors, shares the concerns of the Association regarding proposed budget cuts for
Fiscal Year ‘97, aid supports the position it has taken. These budget cuts would
significantly affect objectives, positions and publications vital to the operation of the
Association and its members. The effects of these cuts would be far-reaching and long-
lasting, defeating the purposes for which it was established.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. joins the Alaska Association of Realtors in respectfully
requesting the reinstatement of these funds needed to continue such essential programs.

Sincerely,

Sharlene Sullivan, Broker

218 CENTER AE. . SUITE 200 KODIAK; ALASKA 99615
OFFICE: (907) 486-2000 FAX: (907) 486-4016
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TO: House Finance Committee From: Ph/fax 262-9601
State Capitol, Room 519
Juneau, 99801-1182

Re: Resen/e a safety net for your constituents when theirjobs are lost
by slashed state spending

Date: 3/23/96
From: James E. Fisher, pfb £#*> leg counsel, Alaska Legal Services (ALSC)

At a recent constituent nearing, | was shocked when my request to increase
ALSC'’s grant, was emotionally and emphatically illustrated by the requests
of more than 20 very worried employees of the Alaska Employment Service,
concerned over prospective unemployment when lack of funding deletes the
Kenai, Homer and Seward Offices. | predict, only a short time will pass until
some of those neighbors will need Alaska Legal Services for help ina crisis
resulting from unemployment.

It is probably not much comfort to those Alaskans, that the prospective job
loss imminent for them, is apparently the fault of less Federal funding.

As a safety net, when your constituents lose jobs from slashed state spending,
| urge the reservation of 1% of the sum(s) cut from state programs, t0 be
added to the present level of the Alaska Legal Services allocation. If this
safety net is reserved to ALSC it would assure the continuation of crisis help
for those “knocked off their feet” by slashed state spending.

Many Alaskans feel insecure over thejob/economy situation-which is
probably not helped by repeated media reports of drastically proposed less
state spending.1

1 o provide the crisis help for children, families, and other vulnerable
Alaskans, legislative strengthening of the ALSC grant is wise because:

> » ALSC is uniquely able to help Alaskans hurt by slashed state spending.
»>A LSC has a proven record of helping Alaskans catapulted into severe
crisis t0 get “back on their feet” and is functioning statewide.

: Senator John Sachet, as a former Finance Chair, observed that 20i)0 Jobs (State, local A private)would
be lost lor each SIUO.000.0Q0 in slashed state spending.
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Without the direction of Ak Legal Services the Pro Bono Program will not
perform. The private lawyers will be unable to systematically contribute to
justice in Alaska, as such lawyers do now under the Pro Bono Program.

Therefore, if Ak Legal Services is weakened (0r horrors, vanishes if ALSC

collapses) the amount of pro bono justice will decline, possibly to a drastic
extent.

For protection of your constituents, | implore you to reserve to the ALSC
grant an additional 1% of any overall state spending cuts, to insure crisis help

will be available when it will be desperately needed by our Alaskan
neighbors.

Thanks again for hearing my plea,

James E. Fisher
171 Farnsworth Blvd. 99669, ph/fax:262-9601

(HF32396h.ear)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance

Committee committee on SB197/Qperating Budget, dated 3/22/96.

Please protect funding for victim services i1n Alaska.
Domestic violence A sexual assault are public safety issues which
directly affect the lives of many Alaskans.

Consider:

- Alackan women are killed at 1.5 tines the national average.

- Last year, 67% of the nurders investigated by the Alaska

State Troopers involved domestic violence.

- Alaska leads the nation in per capita sexual assaults of

adults.

The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence k Sexual Assault has
identified a $735,500 current unmet financial need Tfor victim
service programs around the state. Locally, we at the Women’s
Resource & Crisis Center in Kenai are unable to adequately provide
the requested children’s services due to Qlack of sufficient
funding. Women and children who need to reach our safe shelter
from rural communities often must stay in abusive situations
because there is not enough funding for their emergency travel.

Maintenance funding will not meet the current need. We urge
you to deal with this public safety issue responsibly by ensuring
that shelter and advocacy services are funded at a level which
offers victims the safety and protection they deserve. Budget cubs

should not endanger the lives of women and children. Thank you for

your support.

Brenda G. Wiefferinif, Executive Director

Women~s Resource k Crisis Center
325 S. Spruce St.. Kenai, AK 99611 Phone: 283-9479
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Alaska State Legislature

P:2££2 enter into tne record my testimony to the f-1U
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| would like to speak out in favor of funding for Public Broadcasting, both TV and radio.
The development of PBS was such a positive step forward; it would be very sad to lose
it now. It is more Important than ever to have access to this source of information. PBS
sets high standards for an industry desperatly in need of standards. PBS is a reliable
source of family and educational entertainment. Commercial TV has so little to offer a
discerning audience. | am a contributing member of my local PBS media but these
funds raised by my neighbors are not enough. Please support PBS In our state.

Thank you.
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Alaska State Legislature
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FREDW. TR1IEM
ATTORNEY AT LAW

PROCTOR IN ADMIRALTY
P.0. BOX 129
PETERSBURG, ALASKA 99833
(907) 772-3917
23 March 1996
House Finance Committee
Alaska Legislature

Juneau
In re: Appropriation for Public Broadcasting—radio and television
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Among the reasons for maintaining the present funding level for public
broadcasting in Alaska, please consider the following:

(1)  Public broadcasting promotes public safety:

(@) broadcasting ofweather information—for safe travel, boating, and flying

(b)  emergency broadcasting— disaster and weather warning alerts', tsunami warnings
(2)  Public broadcasting pic notes public health:

(@) educational programs about disease prevention—example: hepatitis

(b) informational programs—example, recent public t.v. show about ebola virus
(3)  Public broadcasting promotes public education:

(a) children’s programs—wnere INthe worldis carmen san DIego? (teaches
geography; produced in conjunction with Natl. Geographic Society)

(b)  science and math programs—teaches basic concepts to children and adults

(c) adult education—broadcast of GED and telecourses to rural and bush areas
Please do not cut funding for public broadcasting—we are barely hanging on now!

Regards from Petershurg.
Sincerely,

C*\) - CAa-s*

Fred W. Triem

TOTAL P .02
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3.23.96

Representatives:

I understand making difficult budget decisions. I'm on the board of directors of Narrows
Broadcasting Corporation (KFSK, Petersburg) a public radio station that lost a third of our budget
last year for a total of 70% In cuts over the past few years. We will not survive another 15% cut
coming so soon after such drastic decreases. To indicate otherwise is a misrepresentation of the
facts,

One fact is that Alaska is about to take a giant step backwards. In a world where government and
business are laboring to increase the public's access to information the $806,500 reduction in
state funding will effectively deny access to life saving emergency messages, education, weather,
community public service announcements, and local, state and national news. It will exaggerate
the isolation and alienation of the rural population and destroy an existing telecommunications
infrastructure.

Public broadcasting has been working to eliminate its dependence on state and federal funding.
Reorganization and implementation of cost saving measures are in progress and being closely
watched by the public broadcasting stations throughout the United States. If we succeed, our
restructuring could provide an example for others, but we need that chance to succeed. A chance
that could be realized through a cut-free recovery period. A chance to save an essential service to
rural areas, a communications asset to the state and offer a model of operations to the rest of the
country.

Governor Knowles understands this and has recommended funding for public broadcasting
remain at last year's level. Don'’t sacrifice a part of Alaska's future and the leadership role we are
taking in restructuring for a quick economic fix in the present.

Sincerely,
Chris Weiss

Box 32
Petersburg, Alaska 99833

TOTAL P .02
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MARILYN 4 DUGGAR
PO Box 355

Nenana, Alaska
March 23, 1996

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

| am "speaking" to you to implore you not to cut public school funding. We desperately
need to keep up with the quality ofeducation of the rest ofthe US and of the World.
While searching for places to cut, as you must, do not look to the children's education to
take from. As a school board member | have witnessed repeated cutbacks that we have
had to deal with. | believe we are to the bare bones already. We have taken away
valuable programs that were considered extraneous, such as reading incentive programs,
extra aids for high needs children, and many more. We have combined classes in the
elementary leaving one teacher with two grade levels. Many high school electives are no
longer available as we have fewer teachers there to teacher the state requirements of a
basic no frills education.

| would like to see the correspondence programs to continue with your funding.
Correspondence values are unparalleled with any other program offered through state or
federal education. The children in out-lying parts of our state, disabled students, and
students v,hojust don't fit into the school system and work better on their own are

benefited.

The RSVP Program for the rural students is such a valuable tools for hands on experience
injob fields students are interested in. This program cncourageB students to pursue
vocational education in a field they are already familiar with instead of leaving High
School hoping to fall into something. | think the RSVP Program would do well to be

encouraged rather than cut.

| empathize with your task of cutting the budget. There are many more programs | would
like to see receive their full funding, but I believe that there isno program as worthy and
important to receive ftill funding as public education.

Thank you

- 01
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Oordova District Fishermen United

Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska

P.O Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 | Fax (907) 424-3430

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & CAME-IMPACTS OF PROPOSED FY97 GENERAL
FUND REDUCTIONS BY THE HOUSE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE

CojgmiercialJEiaherif&-Managementand Development Budget Cuts: S40Q GF

« This cutis inaddition to the governor’s budgetreduction which cut $200 GF and replaced it
with program receipts for the limnology program.

« This additional reduction includes half of the program receipts (§100) in the governor's budget
as well as $300 GF. This cut will limit the ability to do the science that allows the department
todmaX|m|ze sockeye salmon production—the bread and butte of the commercial fishing
industry

« Itall buteliminates the divisions regional planning program for hatchery production. It
eliminates the people who would develop a comprehensive plan for statewide hatchery
salmon production and itslows the development of new fisheries like sea urchins.

« Cuts an additional $292.8 in fish and game funds which will prohibit the division from using
the proceeds of civil judgements to conduct mitigation projects, such as the one to determine
what has caused the serious decline in production of Nushagak coho salmon.

« Could resultin.the lay-off of up to 12 PFTs.
Habitat and Restoration Division BudgfiLCulSi_$395JLGF

« Theproposed level of general funds will resultin major damage to the division's primary
managementtool for salmon protection: the stream permitting component

« This proposal is bad for fish, bad for fishermen, and will hurt small operators and industries
that rely on the division to help them with design and construction of "fish friendly" facilities.
Itisnot legal for the division to use its federal funds for permitting.

« The division has already eliminated general funds for lower priority proiects inorder to
safeguard the salmon protection program. This proposed budgetcutwill hurt our ability to
work on major initiatives like the Kenai River Center and efforts to develop gold mining
projects that minimize effects on fish and wildlife in the Fairbanks area.

« Thedivision will close area offices and review permits from paper, in urban offices, with

limited field visits. This represents a 17% cutand isin addition to the $5tX) legislative
reduction for the current year. Itcould resultin the lay-off of up to 5 PFTSs.

Corduva District Fishermen United Testimony ¢ ADFG FY97 Budget * March 23,1996 « Page 10f2
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SubsistenceJDiriskw Budget CiitErJ5200_GF

This represents a 15% cut and is in addition to the legislative reduction of $395 for the current
year and further erodes the state's ability to regain subsistence management.

Reliable subsistence information collected by the division will become increasingly outdated
and new information will not be collected in most areas. The division will become simply a
cataloger of old information.

The Boards of Fisheries and Game will have to increasingly depend on information collected
under state harvest ticketand permit systems, which are notoriously inaccurate for
representing subsistence hunting patterns in villages.

The Boards will not have the information they need to precisely allocate resources to
subsistence and other uses, resulting in more conservative managementof these resources.

Collaborative projects with subsistence user groups will nottake place using state funding.

The division will nothave the core staff to attract federal money for subsistence research. Staff
will not be able to directly participate in resource management decisions.

Remaining staff in the division will be centralized in Juneau, Anchorage, or Fairbanks.
Regional office functions will be closed in Angoon, Nome, and Fort Yukon, and possibly
Dillingham and Bethel. Atleast 3PFTs and 1seasonal position will be laid-off.

Spi2jzllsliJQmsiQn~tdgeLCut: SIQQGF

The division added $200 in GF/Program Receipts in FY97 to reflectrevenue from Southern
Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association for the release of approximately 400,000 king
salmon smoltat Earl West Cove. Thisreduction cute the funding in half.

The number of king salmon smoltproduced and released will bo substantially reduced and the
cost effectiveness ofrunning the Crystal Lake Hatchery will bejeopardized.

Agencv-wide Travel Reduction: S101.2GF

The departmenthas over 40 offices statewide and literally hundreds of field camps to operate.
The departmentis also very active in negotiations, treaties, legal disputes and a variety of other
interactions on both the national and international level. As aresult, travel isan integral part
of the department's mission of managing the state's fish and wildlife resources.

This cutis based on an inaccurate proration of general funds in the travel line and penalized
the department for attempting to reflect the actual costs of travelin its hudget State agencies
do notnormally track line item expenditures by funding source.

The cut has been evenly distributed throughoutthe department with approximately 75%
coming out ofthe Commercial Fisheries Management and Development division.

Cordnva District Fishermen United Testimony * ADFG FY97 Budget * I\m(h23, 1996 - Page 2 0f2
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Cordova District Pishermen United

Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska
P.O. Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 | Fax (907) 424-3430

March 23, 1996

Rick Halford &Steve Frank, Co-Chairs
Senate Finance Committee

Capital Building

Juneau, AK 99801

Mark Hanley & Richard Foster, Co-Chairs
House Finance Committee

Capital Building

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mssrs. Halford, Frank, Hanley and Foster:

Cordova District Fishermen United SCDFU), the oldest association of commercial
fishermen in the State of Alaska, is pleased to submit the enclosed testimony for the
record concerning the impacts to the Alaska Department of Fish & Came of the
proposed FY97 General Fund reductions by the House Finance vSubcommittee.

Ifyou have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact me at the number above. Thank you foryour consideration and leadership.

Sincerely,
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMfcN UNITED

N3N k

Dome Hawxhurst, Executive Director

.02
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22 March 1996
Dear Representative Vic Kohring,

We were shocked to hear the news from three public radio stations throughout Alaska, small to
large, that funding for public broadcasting is in grave danger of being cut. We can’t imagine how rural
Alaska will keep up on the events of the world, including their state and local region, without access to the

public radio stations that broadcast around the state. _
We are ardent supporters of KTNA here in Talkeetna. We give a small amount of money, and we

spend several hours a week volunteering. Our radio is on and tuned to KTNA throughout the day. We are
informed, entertained, and educated by our local public radio station. In the morning, at midday, and in the
evening, we hear national news through NPR and Pacifica, state news through APRN, and local news from
KTNA. 1 understand that cutting funds to public radio or public television would practically eliminate
APRN’s ability to broadcast over satellite. A cutto KTNA’s funds would severely hamper their ability to
provide three half-hour news programs each day. The news staff there now consists of on£ three-quarter
time position. How would we know what was happening in the rest of the world and in our local world
without APRN and KTNA? The loss of the state satellite would prevent KTNA from rebroadcasting NPR
from KUAC or KSKA as they presently do.

Have yuu ever tried to receive Anchorage radio signals in Talkeetna or anyplace else in the upper
Susitna Valley? 1just scanned the AM and FM dials on my radio and I picked up Christian radio, rock-n-
roll, rock-n-roll, static, rock-n-roll, static, country, and more rock-n-roll. We have a fairly nice stereo
receiver. | wonder what someone in the Bush picks up on a battery powered radio. KTNA. IfKTNA
folds, they lose information and connection to the news stream, not to mention the ability to hear a wide
variety of music.

Please do not eliminate rural Alaska’s access to public information. We are fortunate enough to live
on the highway system so we can receive a newspaper. We can even get Channel 2. But how much Mat-Su
or Talkeetna news does any Anchorage media cover? Maybe one or two items a week and those tend to be
features, not real news about what affects our life up here. KTNA is our source of information on the
events in the Mat-Su area. Let’s not forget that Alaska is primarily a rural state. 1°d rather see my tax
dollars go to public broadcasting than to more law enforcement or prisons or wherever else you want to

spend the money.
The only purpose the elimination of funds serves is to prevent the people of the state from
being informed about their government’s actions. They will know that you took that away from them.

But they won’t know what you did with that money because they won’t be able to listen to their public radio
station to hear APRN or their local news.

PLEASE DO NOT ELIMINATE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING!

Sincerely,

P.S. Unfortunately we cannot pickup Channel 7, but wc do not think the public television budget should be cut cither.

cc: Rep. Mark Hanley, Rep. Richard Foster
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David & Maryann Frazier
2636 Shepherdia Drive
Anchorage AK 99508

274-2869

March 23, 1996

To:  Sean Parnell _
House Finance Committee Member

Re:  Funding cuts for Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA)

My hushand and I arc long time residents: 37 years for me and 28 years for him.
He owns and runs an insurance brokerage company here and | am Abookkeeper. We
own a home, a 4-plex and property. We have two children in school, one in junior high
and one in grade school. Wc are all concerned about the proposed funding cuts to
eliminate the ASCA and the devasting impact It would have on the entire state.

You see, we arc more than just taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of
this state, and as such, we are representatives of life in Alaslui when we travel, and we
travel quite a bit. Eliminating funding for the Arts doesn't just hurt the Art
community, it hurts everyone. Art in this isolated region of the world a connecting
and uniting force. Without it we become void culturally. Without culture there is no
richness to life. Without that, wc simply labor.

My family would have little to stay In Alaska for if funding for the aits is
eliminated. |am not just a bookkeeper, but also a dancer and painter. Both of my
children dance and the oldest is a budding musician. My husband and | spend our extra
money on supporting live performance and visual arts in Alaska. We have seen the
magic the arts has on our lives and our children and know that it must continue for us.
There are other states who value the arts. Must we be so short sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our
family does not support eliminating the Council or
its role in Alaska.

Maryann and David Frazier

Poi



FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

31231%

Representative Sean Parnell
Finance Committee
Fax; 465-2278

Dear Representative Parnell,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. |
denend on the local, national and International news I get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim
|.ehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these
sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My husbhand and | keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see
the program las. week called Hollywood vs. Religioo7 It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. Itreally made me think about it!

| make large contributions to both pubile radio and public television
because they are very important to my family. Your $800,000 cut is a
relatively small amount of money in the statewide scheme of things, but it
is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not kill
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge
state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou foryour consideration.
JIncerelv,

Tina Seaton
58360 Bruce Dr.
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Speaker of the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

31231%

Representative Pete Kelly
Finance Committee
Fax: 465-2278

Dear Representative Kelly,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. |
depend on the local, national and International news 1get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim
Lehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these

sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My hushand and I'keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. Itreally made me think about it!

| make large contributions to both public radio and public television
because they arc very important to my family. Your $800,000 cutisa
relatively small amount of money in the statewide scheme of things, but it
is enough to devastate one or the other of the?c entities. Please do not Kill
something that benefits so many people in our state. PubLc radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge
state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tina Seaton
58360 Bruce Dr.
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Spcakcr of the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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DURING TANYA®S LIFETIME
By Tanya Rorem
Age 20

Gocd-byes - share some stress.
Not letting someone in is a comfort.

The soul makes things complete.
The walls of your heart are thin, your soul builds your heart.
Darkness is not scary, what you can"t see is only what you can"t
understand.

Mental Illness is an emotional state of darkness,
living in limbo - the fear of wondering what will happen next.

Being unpredictable is as comforting as knowing you"re loved,
or being found cryir.g, or smiling. Even having someone on your
side - knowing you®re always welcome. Feeling alone and hopeless
and yet being uplifted by someone that loves you.

To be Mentally Hi 1is to cling to the fact of being alone.
My mind is Mentally 111, not me. I can comprehend anything.

I cling to things 1 know.
There"s a person 1 love. Her name®"s Letha Wierson
and to me she means understanding.

To unlock what has no key is the language of Mental Illness.
To start looking for someone and lose yourself.

People have their own ideas about Mental IllIness.
There®s no temperature, no vomiting,
there®"s medicine but no cure...

I understand one thing about being Mentally 111,
If 1 give up I will lose myself.

Being normal in other®s eyes is threatened not by force
but by people®s judgement of ""NORMAL™.

Seeing is not understanding.
Mental Illness is the explanation of what you don®"t want to
understand.
But the understanding that stands in me is
I love what 1 do understand.

MENTAL ILLNESS 1S A PLACE OF DARKNESS IN THE BRAIN
THAT 1S SILENT,
NEVER HEARD - BUT ALWAYS SEEN.
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Representative Mark Hanley

co-Finance Chair
Fax: 46S5-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. |
depend on the local, national and International news I get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radion and from the Jim
Lehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these
sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My husband and | keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on InJuneau! By the way, did you see
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. Itreally made me thirk about it!

| make large contributions to both pubile radio and public television
because they are very important to my family. Your $800,000 cutis a
relatively small amount of money In the statewide scheme of things, but it
is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not kill
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring die people of this huge
state together!

Please reconsider your vole! 'i'hannk.you foryour consideration.
Tina Seaton
58360 Bruce Dr,
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Rep. Gail Phillips

4



March 22. 1996

Please read this as part of the House Finance Committee's Public Teleconference
March 23. 1996.

As Vice President of the Board of Directors of AWAIC | strongly encourage you to
support level funding for the Council’s line item in the Department of Public Safety's
Budget. Our staff are dedicated, hard working individuals who are underpaid and
greatly appreciated. They are committed to the delivery of complete, professional
services to battered women and their children. |, as a Board member am proud of the
work they do. Without the continued support of the legislature for the DPS’s Council
budget victims could be out at risk. Please consider the faces of women and children
as you search for places to cut the budget. AWAIC is appreciative of your continued

support of all of their programs.
Thank You,
Louann Cutler

V.P. Board of Director
Abused Women’s Aid In Crisis
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PERSEVERANCE

March 23, 1996 T HEATRE

To:  Representative Mark Hanley - Co- Chair House Finance Committee, and
members of the House Finance Committee

From: AHA! Board (Arts for a Healthy Alaska)
A Statewide Arts Advocacy Organization

President Lynette  TGrner Juneau

Vice President Phil  Munger Wasilla/Palmer
Secretary/Treasurer Helen Howarth Anchorage/Sitka
Board Member Janel Thompson  Fairbanks

Board Member Barbara Peterson Homer

This is a letter requesting that you disregard the DOE Subcommittee
r?gomm%ngatlon that the “Alaska "State Council on the Arts budget be
eliminated.

The arts council provides a wide variety of state wide services not available
elsewhere.  The impact of such drastic “action will be felt by community
members, artists, and arts organizations all around the state” in both rural and
urban areas. With the elimination of the arts council we will lose seven dgrant
programs, an excellent Arts in Education p_roqram,_whlch last year serve
some 29,000 youth, and much needed technical assistance Brow ed by the
council. ~ In addition federal funds will no longer be availanble, we will have
one less source of operational support, which Is extremely difficult to secure,
gnd th% ability of Alaskan arts organizations to leverage outside funds will be
immed.

As you know the amount of money the arts council receives is small, but what
you “might not realize is that the amount of money received provides a lot of
services. State dollars are matched at least ten to ‘one, and these dollars make a
significant economic impact.

Alaska already has the smallest council staff in the entire country and if
eliminated Alaska will be the only state in the union with out an arts council.
Are request is not unreasonable. "We ask for fairness, and we ask that you look
at the whole picture and consider the well being of the entire state. In order
to have a truly well rounded and healthy community we need the arts. Please
do not aid in the demise of the Alaska Siaie Council on the Arts. Elimination as
a short term budgetary action is not a long term solution.

cc.  Representative Richard Foster Representative Eldon Mulder
Representative Sean  Parnell Representative Pete Kelly
Representative Gene Therriault Representative Terry Martin
Representative Vic  Kohring Representative Kai Brown
Representative Ben  Grussendorf Representative Mike Navarre

914 THIRD ST. . DOUGLAS, AK 99824 . (907) 364-2421 . FAX: (907) 364-2603



200 W #4th Ave., #1120
Anchorage. .AK 99503
March 15,1996

Representative Hanley
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

In our desire to cut tlte state budget | ask that the Legislature consider the reductions
wisely. There are particular state funded activities that provide a multiplier effect for
attracting, and retaining, federal and private funds. These state funds also provide a
catalyst that helps generate business activity that brings more business to Alaska.

The proposed budget for the Division of Tourism for the next fiscal year does not
include the state's portion of funding for the Alaslca Public Lands Information Cotters
(APLIC). These three centers in Tok, Fairbanks and Anchorage rely on a combination of
federal and state funding in partnership with a non-profit organization, the Alaska Natural
History Association (ANHA), for their operation. The APLICs provide an example of
state, federal, and local agencies partnering with a private organization to make budget
dollars go further to benefit Alaska's tourist industry.

These centers help thousands of visitors plan their trips to Alaska and assist them
once they arrive. In 1995 they provided direct service to over 250,000 visitors. ANHA
operates hook sales areas in both the Anchorage and Fairbanks APLICs and donate the
profits of the sales back to the centers. Over the past fifteen years ANHA has contributed
over $344,000 to the APLICs to help pay for their visitor information services. The
amount of money ANHA donates is increasing as the number of tourists increase.

Without die state’s share the Tok center will be closed and the Anchorage and
Fairbanks centers will curtail hours of operation. This will affect book sales and the
amount of money ANHA can donate for operations. These centers are a major partof the
state's tourism infrastructure and are prime contributors to Alaska's major growth industry.

Several federal agencies share in their support of the APLICs. The Divison of
Tourism has shouldered the burden of providing the state funding. I suggest you look to
the other agencies that benefit from the APLICs, including the Department of Natural
Resources, Department of Transporation and Public Facilities and the Alaska Tourism
Marketing Council to provide a state share of support. All of these agencies will be
impacted if the APLIcs close or curtail services. It is more economical far the state to



provide a portion of the support of the existing centers, than to replicate the APLICs’

services within these agencies.
The APLICs are a national model of interagency cooperation and coordination to

provide convenient, efficient visitor services. With these proposed funding cuts they are an
example of Alaskans developing national caliber solutions to meet our industries needs,

then turning our backs on our success.
This funding cut is anothei example of how smart we are, and how dumb we can
be. 1ask your support in maintaining one example of Alaska's intelligence. If you have

any questions please call me at 345-6600.

Sincerely,

William Ashton
ANHA Board Member



/ TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

V-V /
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND (N 8D
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NE: (€ %%%L

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ¢

March 18, 1996

The Honorable Pete Kelly

Chairman _

House_Finance Subcommittee for Commerce
and Economic Development

House of Representatives

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Kelly:
Re: Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

| am ?_ravely concerned about the |mEac_t of the House Finance Subcommittee’s
reduction to the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute QASMI). The reduction of
$843,600 from the Governor’s FY 97 proposal eliminates the state’s unrestricted
general fund contribution to the state’s seafood marketing program.

The eliminated funding had provided ASMi’s match to gver $4 million in federal
ant money for overséas salmon marketing in Japan, Korea, Australia, the
ited Kingdom, and Germany. Over 50 percent of Alaska’s salmon harvest is

exported fo fqrelﬁn markets {1994 valug of $680 million). Continuation of the
export volume Is threatened by competition from foreign producers. Alaska’s
competitors enjoy huge government subsidies. For example, Norway provides
$100 million In government assistance for production ana $20 million for
international marketing.

This reduction is particularly unUmeIP(/ in light of the deepening, and potentially
devastating, situation facing the Alaska salmon industry. Sevéral seafood
processors nave closed their operations, salmon prices have fallen dramatically
and continue to decline, at the same time the worldwide salmon supply continues

to grow.

With this reduction, ASM! will be faced with the very difficult decision whether to
reallocate money from the domestic salmon marketing program or to eliminate its
overseas marketing program. The domestic market is conSidered the area of
greatest potential growtn, but the money we currently spend in domestic sajmon
marketing is barely enough to make an impact on Alaska’s market share, given
the increasing foreign competition.

In the subcommittee closeout meeting, you mentioned that there are other options
available to ASMI. The first is to use money which may be released this year
from the Fisheries Landing Tax; however, that money is restricted to use for
whitefish marketing. Thesecond option is for the salmon processors to increase
their self assessment from .3 percent to .4 percent. | don't feel this is an



The Honorable Pete Kelly -2- March 18, 1996

appropriate time to ask the industry to contribute more in light of the financial
crisis and in light of the fact the salmon industry is already Contributing a
significant partion of its income to the state treasury. For‘exaniple, a fish
ocessar In Southeast Alaska pays a combined 5.3 percent in taxes to the state,
addition, the fishermen selllngi to the processor pays 4 percent, producing u
total tax of 9.3 percent on the value of each salmon caught in Southeast Alaska.

| know from my discussions with you that you consider ASMI to be an effective
and successful program, | ask you to reconsider this significant budget reduction
in light of the information I have provided.

Sincerely,

WLH/ydI28.as
031896a



03/23/1995 17:01 ‘3073448684 NINILCHIK NATIVE PAGE 01

KLUKWAN FOREST PRODUCTS, INC
PO BOX 34*59, JUNEAU, ALASKA 99*03-4659
OFFICE: (907)789-7361 - FAX (907)789-0675

MEMORANDUM OF TRANSMITTAL

TO: Repmentativc Mark Htnlrr

FAX NUMBER 907-465-2418

FROM Ronald R. Wolfe

DATEL __ March22. 199% TIME: 4.00 PM

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover sheet): JoL

Ifyou experience any problems in the transmittal, or do not receive all the pages, please call Janice or Ron
at the above number

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT: JSL  Will not follow

Dear Representative Hanky:
[ am writing you to niUyour help in restoring the fundi cut from the Division of

Forestry’s 1997 budget! These funds are necessary for them to property administer
Alaska’s Forest Rrsource and Practices Act, jnd fulfill fire protection
responsibilities. Asyou know private forest landowners and Alaska’s Forest
industry have made significant contributions in good faith to make sure this law is
working. The State must live up to its obligation by funding the Division of Forestry
to do itsjob! In this case good government is a field presence so the public has faith
that the best management practices are working, and the necessary monitoring
programs are being undertaken.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment, and | sincerely hope that your are able
to fund the Division of Forestry.

Sincerely,

Ronald R. Wolfe, {r
Chief Forester



SENT SYUANANA CHIEFS CONF. 1'3-22-96 ;1Q:37PM 1 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA- 907 465

Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.

122 First Avenue,Suite 600
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4897
Phone 907/452-8251 < Fax 907/459-3850

To:  House Finance Committee March 22, 1996
Nineteenth Legislature-Second Session

From: Donna Scotgrmployloent A Training Director on behalfoftheAIaska Native
Coalition on Employment ft Training

Re:  Rocpnaideration of funding allocation”or State match for Tribal
JOQS Rrograms for FY 1997 per Governor's and DHS& finding request

The G’\cnw'jiitfllget request of $944,000 to be disbursed according to formula for 11
rTrihai JORg prpgrartadfM been eliminated in your prehminary cofiatderarioao fthe DHSS
- reinvestment proposal. We urge you to reconsider this drastic measure as savings already
rtalfad by the statistics below demonstrate the success of Tribal JOBS programs. Ifyou
" ihnonatp Tribal JOBS funding, it will be impouible to asrist rural cicpats (AFBC
.V redpieriti)' with the education, training, employment assistance and child care needs that
f § .-are neccwary for them to become aetf-iufficiem, which is the tn* goal of Wdfhro Reform.
LY I Even though the State will mandate work or work activities, it will not be possible to meet
Ve the required percentages with our decreased federal JOBS funding which ia 23% this year,

4| TotalFederal Funding for Tribal JOBS in FY 1995 in Alaska $726,000

w0 Thtal qumber of Tribal client* served 438

«  Totaldumber employed 113.
+\ Total number that utilized JOBS Child Care . 341

Totalnumber ofvillage clients served 7

Total amduat ofM “ieff r ifted [ | S.MIM7®

'SaVddgs dfferisined by muttiplying $821 (baric AFDC grant forparent pku ooe child) x
cheat# tmpfoyed this program year x 12 months. This very sjgwfietat remvesaom#
jn that-a. parent, or two parent. flunUy with more dm owe
dcpefld™-vrtA"Te ve a pfoporrionately higher benefit Even if one wu to consider
employmem 'fA-H X .0”sths for the number of successfully employed JOBS clients,
the amount saved for reinvestment would be $556,638. ¢
Tribal JOBS is effective in getting-people of state wdfare dependency. Please support
comiimation ofthe proven model which wsts.mandated through the Family Support Act of
1988 under Republican President, George Bush.  We sincerely appreciate your
consideration and support.

CC: Governor Knowles
DHSS
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March 22. 1996

TO: Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair

FROM: A very concerned citizen.
RE: CUTS to public broadcasting and the arts council.

Dear Mr. Hanley:

| DO NOT support the cuts proposed to eliminate the State Arts Council. Public
Broadcasting, and the library book acquisition fund. Please reconsider...
| find it alarming that this is a sentence that even needs to be expressed. It is keenly
obscene that it is proposed that the things (education, literacy, information, culture, quality
of life) that set us apart From civilizations that are regressive and oppressive in every way,
are now targeted for elimination.

What we "eliminate" is usually expressed as waste. It is hard to imagine that any
thinking, feeling, and responsible citizen and human being would express education,
literacy, information, and culture which furthers us as a civilization, and improves the way
we live, as "waste". Perhaps, if you are opposed to this, that you see all of these things as
frivolous. They are not. They are the very things which set us apart from mediocrity.
Tlirough education, literacy, culture, and art we can learn of history, of other cultures, of
new ideas and from our mistakes. Education, literacy, culture, and art are the very things
that help to create better, more intelligent, more global, more marketable and competitive
(ifyou want to look at it in those terms), more skilled, and, yes, more cultured children.
Those children arc our future, yours and mine. When we are 60 and 70 and they arc in
your shoes, will they remember all the opportunities you took away? You bet they will. If
not through direct memory, they will remember through the life they were given. And
you've given them a pretty grim picture. Check it out, this is what they will get: MTV,
Only commercial "art" (checked out a hotel lobby lately?). Books dating from 20 to 30
years ago (checked out the SAT/ACT scores lately?). What is their foture? The war for
mediocrity will have been won.

| am not what many would term a "bleeding heart liberal" that the present congress
enjoys slamming so much. | am actually a conservative myself, raised in a conservative
household, graduate of a private and conservative university, but there is a time when one
has to speak up. when the cuts are too random and sweeping and grandstanding. This is

the time.

Theatre, art, public broadcasting, and literacy don't bring down the market. In fact,
they improve the economy by improving the quality of life. Why would we want to make
ourselves so unattractive? All the states in the union support public broadcasting except
Delaware. So we want to be like Delaware???



My name is Renata Riffe |live in Cordova, Alaska. | oppose cuts to be made to Alaska
Public Radio and RATNET While Anchorage ar i Fairbanks have many options for
information, rural Alaska does not. Cutting APR and RATNET isn't just a reduction of
choice for rural Alaska. It often means no readily available source of information at all.
How would your Railbelt constituents feel if they had no television, and perhaps one local
radio station, whose programming they didn’t like, but nothing else was available to them?
Why do Railbelt legislators feel that it is OK to force rural Alaska to live with those
options? Our United States senators and representative fight for certain programs, such as
air service to Bush communities, because Alaska, or at least rural Alaska is different from
the rest of the United States, and there is no substitute for these services. Alaska Public
Radio and RATNET are no lew vital. 1fthese services are cut, | expect to see an increase
in the number of deaths in Bush Alaska, due to lack of good local weather information. It
is interesting to note that our national legislators, despite their conservative views, are
willing to fight for public radio and TV, but many of our state legislators want to zero it

out.

On a more general note, the majority coalition wants to force wrenching changes in state
policy and spending through, and are doing it by keeping public input at a minimum,
Many ofthe proposed cuts are going to impact rural Alaska far more than the Railbch.
Some ofthe legislators are going to support these changes because they have no inkling
how hard rural life in this state can be, and some ofthe legislators don’t care. 1’'m sure
that many in the majority coalition will state that these programs arc subsidies that we can
no longer afford. |am also sure that urban legislators have guaranteed that certain
projects for places like Anchorage and the Matanuska Valley will be subsidized, even
though the municipalities could pay for them if they had the dvic responsibility to institute
a sales tax. Such an attitude would not be tolerated from smaller communities This “I’ll
get mine and the hell with you™ attitude is causing bitter resentment in many parts ofthe
state, and it is bound get worse. It is going to make this state harder to govern, and is
going to slow down the political process via confrontation and incivility. Much ofthe
strength that this state has shown in the past was due to cooperation and the common
bond that state residents felt, rather than stronger constituencies preying upon the weaker.

TOTAL P.02



‘WAIC

9 27+7244 *3/22/96 ® 10:15 PM

I would like the following to be read as part of the official record o* the House Finance
Committee's meeting:

Last month (February 1996) we provided over 600 safe nights to women at the AWAIC
shelter in Anchorage. We are currently (Marrh 22,1996) operating our shelter with a
wait list of 6 individuals. We currently have 21 women and 32 children in our shelter
(our capacity is 52). Our staff is pushed to their limits. We are continually told that our
funding is stable and level. For that we are greatful. However, as clients and cost
increase, level funding becomes more and more scary. This may mean that in order
to operate at the capacity we are currently at, we are forced to hold fewer groups, we
are forced to hold less ‘one on ones’ which offer individual advocacy for clients and
instead must respond to acute, pressing need, i.e., a perp has called 12 times on the
message line threatening the life of a resident, she is distraught, must get a restraining
order and needs our undivides individua <'ention. We must help her file a restraining
order she is frightened by the process. We must sit with the child who screams at night
in terror while her/his mother cries (they remember how painful their lives have been).
They both remember the horror of the abuse they have fled, just in a different way. We
often are in the mode of maintaining. We attempt and achieve the provision of
necessary, crucial services to women and their children in need. We are thankful and
appreciative for level funding to provide these essential services. As you deliberate,
and put a 'facelon the line items in the budget, please remember the face of the
women and children who depend on our services to save their lives. We do the
highest quality job we can with level funding. Please do not allow the budget
cuts you consider further endanger the lives of women and children.
80% of the murders investigated by the troopers last year involved
Domestic Violence.

Thank You For Your Time and Attention

Candice Miller
Program Director/Acting Executive Director

Abused Women’s Aid In Crisis



Mnm ** * 4G Ayl

March 22, 1996
Rep. Hanley: (The Following Is NOT a part of tha record)

Although ALL of your constituents certainly must know how hard you work for them in
Juneau, if you ever need a letter of support from the “other side" as one of your
constituents, | was impressed (albeit concerned) by you presence in the in the office at
9:00 on a Friday night on the eve of an important meeting of your committee. Thank
you for working hard and thank you for supporting issues that matter to me.

Sincerely,

Candice Miller
9254 Kavik
Anchorage Alaska
99515
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Specialty Imports, Southeast Alaska » 907 506-2500 HD0/26/96 04:56 PM Q1/2

nancy decherney

233 BEHRENDS, JUNEAU, AK 99801
PHONE (907) 586-8282

FAX (907) 586-2500
E-MAILDECH@ALASKA_NET

Ladies and Gentlemen of the House Finance Committee,
. !A‘srtéongly oppose your recommendation to eliminate all funding for the Alaska State Council on the

It is unclear. to me how declining to accept matching funds from the Federal Government, which are
available this year, is prudent: tewardship of our state's finances.

The Arts as an industry contributes mfifghtily to our state's well-being, and as such is as deserving the
same support and encouragements offered to other industries in the state. People come to Alaska as
visitors and as residents for the art and culture we have developed here.

Further, Arts and arts prercts contribute an amazing amount to the education of our students, stepping

In to replace programs school districts can no longerafford. While you ;f)ersonall may not find the

study of any form of art to_be important, | put, it t0 you that the study of music, for example, builds a

work ethic, an understanding that to accomplish anything one mustxvork hard, builds team spirit and

ability to work together in the same way that participation in sports does, and in addition improves
roblem-solving Skills, develops creativity, instills respect for and understanding of our cultural
ackgrounds. Aren't these qualities we wish to instill in future citizens?

Most arts organizations involve many volunteers. Failure to support them is not just a dollar for dollar
reduction. We lose volunteers hours foo.

A specific, concrete example of your state arts funds at work:

For the past four years, the Juneau Symphony, which is avolunteer orchestra with 125 community
Players, has presénted a free Youth ssemblyProHram, which includes preparatory stud%/ guides and
apes and visits to the classrgoms by musicians followed by a free concert, to everg fourth and fifth
grade student inJuneau. This year; the middle school strig program and Youth 5ymphony more than

oubled in participation: | suggest that this is evidence that the youth programs the Symphony
sponsors is directly affecting oUr students, influencing and encguraging them to purste and excel at the
study of music, a fiormal part of the middie school curriculum. These volunteers, with very small
amounts of financial help from the state (we get less than 4% of our cash budget from state and local art
grants), are making a tangible, E_osmve difference in the education of thousands (1256 students
Fartlupated last year alone) Jt kids. These students stand a greater chance for success in school than
hose who are nat involved in musical studies.

| think this is a good use of state funds.
A budgiet IS a statement of values aswell as a management plan. The values expressed by a budget that
takes all money for art and puts it into laxv enforcernent are abhorrent to me. Please reconsider.

* | also strongly oppose your recommendation to make further cuts to public radio and TV.
Public radio and television are vital to the well-being of rural Alaskans. \We are unique as a state being
large in land mass and tiny in population. This public link shortens the distances and keeps us together.
Don't cut the lifelines,

« | am sad to see that you are recommending elimination of RSVP from the education budget.
Another concrete example of state money well-spent:

My sister was one of the first RSVP students from Haines, placed with Alaska Airlines. They were so
impressed with her performance, they offered her ajob that summer and each summer after until she
cor pleted college. She worked for them for several years, anﬂu_st celebrated the 10thanniversary of
he. UM travel agency, where she employs several people, in Haines.

Perhaps the program is a luxury, but it did some good.
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MAR-23-36 SAT 2:34 PM

March 22, 1996

Mr. Mark Hanley,

We are writing to request your support for Public Broadcasting in
Alaska. We have been avid listeners of KBBI in Homer for the last 7 years.
KBBI is not an "extra" but an integral part of our lives. As teachers, we
listen to KBBI to learn about current, national, international and local
news.

The station Is also an Integral part of our community, not only
relating local news, but supporting local projects. They report on
activities within our schools as well a3 training students on radio
programming techniques.

Public radio is essential in Alaska. It 1s our connection to the rest
of the state and world.

We hope that you change your mind and decide to continue supporting
public broadcasting at its current level.

Thank you.

CojdbUpo fT'ioolou)

David Lewis and Carolyn Maslow
P.O. Box 463
Homer, AK 99603
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Mark Hanley
House Finance Committee
fax: 465-2418

Representative Mark Hanley,

I'm writing to garner your support for public radio, in particular that of
the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. | live in Homer, Alaska and
find as most rural Alaskans do that public radio is an important and
integral part of their lives in terms of entertainment, but more
importantly education and information. Since | live in an area where |
have limited access to television | rely heavily on public radio for my day
to day information concerning local, state, national and international
news. Without public radio your constituency would be ignorant and ill-
informed of most issues that directly effect their lives, livelihood, and
standard of living.

| have no problem dealing with the hardships involved in living in rural
Alaska: outdoor plumbing, hauling water, wood heat, and solitude. In fact |
enjoy these aspects being secure in the fact that | am not entirely cut off
from my fellow man. By cutting or limiting the funding available for
public radio you would be isolating myself and the majority of Alaskans
who live outside the metropolises of Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau. By
doing so you would be further relegating rural Alaskans to conditions
reminiscent of third world countries.

| hope you will consider your position carefully taking into account the
vast numbers of Alaskans whose lives will be negatively affected by the

absence of public radio and the indispensable role it plays in our lives.

Thank you for listening,

Rick Cline

Lot 2 Block 8
Forest Glen Subdivision
Homer, Alaska
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Representative Mark Hanley,

I’m writing to ask for your support for public radio, in particular that
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. | live in Homer,
Rlaska and find that public radio is an important and integral part of
my life. Since I live in an area where | haue rwlted access to
teleuision, phones or transportation | rely heavijy on public radio for
my day to day activities. KBBI provides services that allow me to
keep in contact with those in my community beyond the reach of
phone lines with their Bushlines, and with those in my global
community through the news services they provide whether they are
local, state, national or international.

KBBI provides innumerable indispensable services for this community.
Ridelines provides long distance transportation for those unable to
afford a car or plane ticket. Weakly segments keep us informed
about the local animal shelter while daily reports help us track down
our loose pets. They provide ajob information service. Rnd they are
able to get community support behind worthwhile endeavors such as
the food bank, clothing for the needy, and benefits for the less
fortunate.

| hope you will also support public radio not only for the invaluable
service it provides to our community, but also to all Rlaskans who

have come to rely upon it so heavily.

Sharlene Packer

PO Boh 3041
Homer, Rlaska 996B3
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Ronald and Marjorie Illingworth
3046 Taxi Lane C
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488*0446

Saturday, 23 March 1996

Mark Hanley

Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Alaska House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

| was extremely disappointed to learn that the House Department of Education Budget
Subcommittee approved a FY97 budget proposal to eliminate the Alaska State Council on
the Arts (ASCA). 1strongly urge you not to support this initiative when it is considered by
the full Finance Committee.

Elimination of the Alaska State Council on the Arts and the associated funding would be
devastating. In Fairbanks, this would mean no state or matching federal funding for the
Fairbanks Light Opera Theatre, the Fairbanks Concert Association, the Fairbanks Summer
Arts Festival, The Fairbanks Drama Association, the Fairbanks Symphony, the North Star
Dance Foundation, as well as one hundred and seventy-nine (179) other grant recipients in
forty-six (46) other Alaskan communities. Do you realize how many jobs would be
affected by this budget proposal?

While Alaska may have financial difficulties, it is impossible for me to imagine that our
state, which can afford to enter into ill-conceived legal suits, which has won billions of
dollars in legal settlements against the big oil conglomerates, which can afford not to have
an income tax, and which can afford to support a legislature so far removed from the rest of
the state that they no longer are in touch with their constituents is so bad off financially that
it can not afford to support the arts —that one area which represents the creative element

within our state,

| urge you to reinstate funding in support of the Alaska State Council on the Arts into the
FY97 budget. Any agenda to eliminate slate support for the arts is ill-conceived, short-
sighted, and not supported by the Alaskan voters.

Sincerely,

Ronald D. Illingworth
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Vision Forthe Arts In Alaska

Alaska boasts a cultural landscape as spectacular and diverse as our natural environment. Alaskans recognize
that artists and the arts are essential partners in shaping the economic, educational and spiritual vitality of our
lives. We thrive on creative energy and value the arts as a force for social healing and community building, We
treasure our heritage by perpetuating indigenous Alaskan art forms. We accept our responsibility to build bridges
to the future by enriching our children's lives through arts education and participation.

We continue to forge new alliances based on a recognition of the arts as an economic force which provides a
powerful return on investment Our commitment to increasing access to the arts for all Alaskans is reflected in
organized advocacy efforts at the local, regional and state levels.

The Alaska State Council on the Arts takes a leading role in stabilizing and diversifying support for the arts.
ASCA programs and services advocate, nurture and validate artists and arts institutions.

We celebrate an Alaskan Renaissance in which the arts are socially relevant: funded and attended; treasured
and taught, and ours to share: our resource and our responsibility.
— Participants Governor's Conference on the Arts
-Anchorage, Alaska December 1995.

Alaska State Council on the Arts

411 West 4th Avenue, Suite 1E, Anchorage, Alaska 99501*2343 (907) 269*6610 Fax: (907) 269*6601



March 23, 1996

The Honorable Gene Therriault
The Alaska Legislature

State Capitol, Room 421
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Therriault:

| am writing today on behalf of the Alaska State Council on the Arts to ask that you
sponsor an amendment to partially restor. >ding to the Council. With a minimum
appropriation of $450,000 in State Genera  ,<ching funds, Alaskans are assured of
basic programs and services to the arts and communities of Alaska.

| am sure you were moved today by the scores of Alaskans who turned out to testify,
and by many others who wrote in support of the Arts Council. There can be no doubt
that thousands of Alaskans support and enjoy the programs of the Arts Council. Some
arts supporters will see another double-digit budget reduction as a terrible blow against
the arts, but | promise you that most arts organizations and their constituents would
rather see the Council cut than eliminated.

Amendments are due tomorrow (Sunday, March 24) at 2:00, so time is of the essence.
Attached is a narrative and spreadsheet to help in the preparation of the amendment. If
you agree to sponsor this amendment, and | trust that you will, arts communities will
rally the votes of your majority colleagues to support the amendment. This is a
reasonable and conservative compromise. We cam. it do it without you.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at home, at 907-274-7615. E-mail
can also reach me at. asca@alaska.net. Thanks for your leadership and support!

Sincerely,

Executive Director

CC: Representative Mark Hanley
Representative Richard Foster, Co-Chairs, House Finance Committee

Attachments G/\LEG\GTRESTORWPO

Alaska State Council on the Arts
411 West 4th Avenue, Suite 1E, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2343 (907) 269-6610 Fax: (907) 269-6601
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M EMORAN DU M State of Alaska

Department of Education
Alaska State Council on the Arts

To: Karen Rehfeld Date: March 22, 1996
DOE, Admin. Svcs.

Phone: 907-269-6610
File: G:\LEG\HSCUTNAR.WPD

From: Tim Wilson Subject: FY97 Budget Options
Executive Director

Attached is a spreadsheet that outlines options for the Alaska State Council on the
Arts (ASCA) FY97 budget. As requested, | prepared an FY97 budget scenario
based on federal grants totaling $450,000, matching state funds, program receipts,
and private gifts and grants.

$993,000/Alaska Matches Federal Funds
This budget scenario is based on State match of federal grants expected from the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). We calculated the NEA total as follows:

Basic State Grant $296,000
Arts in Education Grant $53,000
Heritage & Preservation Grant  $70,000
Rural Arts Initiative $40,000
TOTAL $459,000

The total budget of $993,000 represents a 21 percent cut from FY96. In three
years, the Legislature cut the Council's general fund appropriation by 46 percent,
from $1,041,500 in FY94 to $560,000 in FY96. As aresult, ASCA personal
services, travel and commodities lines have been cut to the bone. ASCA has only
four fulltime personnel - the smallest of any state arts agency in the union.

The Council seeks Federal receipts authority of $489,000. As you know, the
National Endowment for the Arts' grant review process is concurrent to the
Legislative session. We are currently unable to provide the exact figures of the
FY97 federal grants. In FY96, our projections were much lower than the grants we
actually received. The Council will use private funds (1077 Gifts/Grants) to match
federal funds over the State appropriation of $450,000.

Decrements
At this point, the only practical way to cut the budget is to reduce the grants line.
This budget line is reduced by $257,300 (32 percent). Recent Council policy places
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a higher priority on maintaining the numtar of grants awards versus dollar size So
while grant budgets are down, the number of grants is increasing. In FY96 the
average grant is $5,300 down 31 percent from FY95 ($6,675).

The contractual budget is reduced by $7,200 ( 4 percent). This cut is taken in
association and regional memberships (Western State Arts Federation and
ArtsWire), and miscellaneous reductions.
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Component:
BRU:

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Lands/Buildings
Grants, Claims
Miscellaneous

** Total Expend.

1002 Fed Rcpts.
1003 G/F Match
1004 Gen Fund
1005 G/F Prgm
1077 Gifts/Grnt

Positions Full Time
Positionr Part Time

Prepared by AK STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 3/22/96

252.10
21.50
ie4.80
3.30
0.00
0.00
986.20
0.00
1447.90

620.70
675.40
150.20

1.60

3.00
2.00

Alaska State Council on the Arts
Commissions and Boards

230.10
20.40
192.20
4.00
0.00
0.00
807.60
0.00
1254.30

675.30
560.00
0.00
4.00
15.00

3.00
2.00

FAX NO, O

FY95 Act FY96Auth Gov/Amnd

233.30
20.40
192.20
4.00
0.00
0.00
807.60
0.00
1257.50

642.10
561.40
0.00
4.00
50.00

4.00
0.00

FY97 ASCA Budget Options

900K  900KvGov

233.30 0.00
20.40 0.00
185.00 -7,20
4.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
550.30 -257.30
0.00 0.00

993.00 -264.50

489.00 -153.10
450.00 -111.40

0.00

4.00 0.00
50.00 0.00
4.00 4.00
0.00 0.00

P. 05/05
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1 JUNEAU
ARTS °
UMANITIES

P.0. Box 20562 / 206 North Franklin Street Juneau, Alaska 99502-0562  (907) 586-ARTS  FAX: (907) 556-2145
This letter has been submitted to the House Finance
Committee as written testimony for the March 23 hearing on
the House version of the FY 96 operating budget

March 21, 1996

Rep. Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
Rep. Richard Foster, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Hanley, Rep. Foster and members of House Finance:

The Juneau Arts and Humanities Council (JAHC) urges the
House Finance Committee to restore funding for tha Alaska
State Council on the Arts before reporting the FY 97
operating budget out of committee.

Members of the Alaska State Legislature generally support
economic development to improve the state economy. The
legislature actively seeks ways to foster economic growth
and improve the climate for industry in Alaska. Art iIs an

industry. In Juneau alone in 1994 the art industry employed
333 people (full-time, part-time and temporary) with an
annual payroll of $5.4 million. It garnered $10 million in

sales and other income. 744 art-related events in Juneau
during 1994 attracted attendance of 238,700. State grants
were a key element in making this possible.

The Juneau Arts and Humanities Council is the official arts
agency for Alaska®s Capital City, and the largest concert

presenter iIn Southeast Alaska. It makes grants to
individual artists and local arts organizations, and
provides youth art scholarships. In cooperation with the

local school district and UAS it presents a film series.

A few years ago, our grant from ASCA represented about a
third of our budget. At that time we had three full-time
staff positions. This year the ASCA grant accounts for
about 15% of our budget. In response to last year”s
reductions in government support we increased efforts to
obtain funding from the non-government sources, and have cut
staff to one and a half. JAHC remains committed to
maintaining services to the community, however further
erosion of stato support will undermine our ability to do



House Finance Committee
March 22, 1996
page two

The arts constitute an industry, and are an important
economic force. IT public funding for the arts is allowed
to erode throughout the country, we will be impoverished in
more than an economic sense.

Please restore funding for the Alaska State Council on the
Arts, which provides essential support statewide. Thank you
for your support.

cc: Rep. Eldon Mulder
Rep. Sean Parnell
Rep. Pete Kelly
Rep. Gene Thierrault
Rep. Terry Martin
Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Kay Brown
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Mike Navarre
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I'd like to speak about the people who use the Alaska Public Lands Information Centers; I'd like to
talk about money, and I'd like to talk about kids.

* Each year, 15,000 people phone and 9,000 write to the Anchorage APLIC. Many of the
inquiries are from out-of-state and foreign countries, individuals and families deciding or preparing
to come to Alaska.

The APLIC's are one of the few agencies offering comprehensive and sometimes personalized
statewide trip-planning, an Important service which successfully markets Alaska and brings visitors
to the state. Economically, each visitor to Anchorage contributes $315 « 574 per person to the
Alaskan economy, according to the 1993 Alaska Visitors Survey. For the 24,00 inquiries volleyed
by the Anchorage APLIC, that's 7.6 -13.8 million dollars. Assuming just 50% of the letters and
phone calls are out-of-state, that's still a possibility of 3.8 - 6.9 million dollars brought into the
state. Not a bad investment for a contribution of $70,000 (by the state) to the Anchorage APLIC
budget.

* 100,000 clients walk through the Anchorage APLIC’s doors annually. Assuming one-half
of those clients are independent travellers from out-of-state, that's about 1 out of every 10 visitors to
Anchorage or a translation of an average of 6.7 million dollars, again from the 1993 Alaska Visitors
Survey. Whether residents or out-of-state visitors, these clients have questions about Alaska's
state parks, fish & game regulations, land lotteries, the Marine Highway System, road, trail, and

Acampground updates, and a myriad of other questions about the recreational and resource uses of
Alaska’s lands. In 1995, the Anchorage APLIC distributed 30,000 maps, brochures, and related
information on behalf of state agencies.

As a one-stop shopping center, otherwise known as an interagency center, the Anchorage
APLIC desk staff spends an estimated 40% of their time informing visitors about the appropriate use
of state land. Yet in terms of contribution to the operating budget of the APLIC’s, the federal
government contributes 4 dollars for every state dollar. The federal government is
subsidizing the state by a factor of 2 to 1. That’s quite a deal. The state would be hard pressed to
serve the public so economically and efficiently with staff of its own.

' Lastly, and my vantage point, perhaps most importantly, 15,000 school children in
Anchorage, Palmer, Soldotna, and the Matsu Valley receive a direct educational message from the
Anchorage APLIC about the importance of public lands for recreation, resources, and wildlife.
These students will be the decision-makers of tomorrow and they, too, will wrestle with the dilemma
of multiple users vying for Alaska's fantastic wealth of natural resources.

| didn't speak to the contributions the Fairbanks and Tok APLIC’s make. Ijust didn't have
many of the visitation and dollar figures for those communities. My gut feel is that they, too, are
important to the health and well-being of our state’s tourist industry.

| ask that the legislature reconsider the proposed cuts to the APLIC's and to consider the
economy of these facilities and the investment they make In our children’s future. Thank you.
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March 23, 1996

The Honorable Mark Hanley and the Honorable Richard Foster
Co-chairs, House Finance Committee

Alaska :irate Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Hanley and Foster:

The Board of Game would like to take an opportunity to express concern about proposed
funding levels with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

One of the main qualities of life desired by all residents of this state is the unique and
abundant hunting and fishing opportunities which it provides. These opportunities can
only be protected for the future by properly and adequately funded management.
Continuing cuts to the already overtaxed ADF&G budget effectively sends a strong
message that management of its own fish and game resources is no longer a priority ofthe
State of Alaska. We cannot imagine the legislature acting in a manner which would send
such a message to the citizens of the state.

We understand and appreciate the situation with which the state is faced in Iliis time of
declining revenues. At the same time, we believe that it is in the best interests of the state
to insure that the natural resource assets of Alaska be managed in a thorough and
professional manner. We strongly urge that funding for ADF&G operations be maintained
at least at the level provided for in FY95.

Sincerely,

Alaska Board of Game

cc: Senate Finance Committee
Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Governor Knowles

P. 01
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PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD MY TESTIMONY TO THE
COMMITTEE NAME

COMMITTEE ON OaTED 03/22/96
BILL/SUBJECT

Dear Sir,

As apartment manager with 15 boilers and a #2 boiler license, | know hew
dangerous improperly maintained boilers can be. The annual boiler inspection
by Terry Hines provides an invaluable service. He keeps me on my toes and
makes sure that my boilers are safe. He is always there when | need him with

A advice and suggestions.

He is a safety inspector, there to protect my tenants from potential harm and in
case of any mishap, myself and the owners from costly litigation.

We all know how much damage a defective boiler Cdl, do to life and property.

If you eliminate his position, you expose the public to considerable danger; not
only in apartment complexes but in all public buildings.

It is simply human nature to take shortcuts and make * quick fixes'. If only one

person gets maimed or worse, because you decide to eliminate his position,
then you are responsible for it and have to live with it for the rest of your lives.

mSTiyNF.Y) I"A - Kk, r-P/jp

TESTIFIER
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_ ) Office of the Director
\ Jniversuy Of Alaska Fairbanks m

Tanana Volley Campus
5JO 2nd Avenue. Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 (907) -451-7223 FAX 456 8817

March 23,1996

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:

At Tanana Valley Campus, UAF, over 90% of our recent voc-tech graduates
are employed and 75% are earning more than $10/ hour* For the past 4
years Tanana Valley Campus has been training many welfare recipients in
the state and tribal JOBS programs. We work closely with employers to
ensure thatour programs provide math, English, computer and job
readiness skills that employers want in addition to occupational skills.

Welfare recipients, like many other non-traditional students, go through a
transformational process during their education where they learn to
believe in themselves again and to mana(I;e the problems in their lives.
They gain the tools to become good employees and to stay employed.
They also gain stability which has an enormous Impact on their children.

Ifyou do not investin the training and support services up frontyou are
only creating a revolving door for recipients. With a five year limit over
their -ghoulder, itis imperative that they be given the opportunity to
succeed*

| am appalled by the apparentlack of foresight and sense of community In
the proposed bhudget j urgedyou to invest hi job training for both state
and tribal JOBS programs and in child care assistance and transirional
health benefits.

Sincerely,

Ruth Lister
Director, Tanana Valley Campus
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23 March 1996
399 Hillside Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
907-457*4537

Dear Finance Committee and Interior Delegation,

As you consider budgeting for the next fiscal year please keep In
mind what the educational community needs to be able to produce citizens
in a democracy. A functional electorate needs access to information
regarding local, state, national and international issues. It Is most
effectively delivered in a variety of ways by a combination of radio,
newspapers, television since person to person town meetings are difficult
to arrange at convenient times for everyone. Most commercial radio and
TV stations focus on entertainment and not the information function
needed to maintain the democracy. Public TV and radio ensures that this
type of information will be available to all, not just to cable tv
subscribers. Many students in our schools do not have the money for
private commercial information services let alone a computer.

Cuts have already been made in the state system which changed
public programing drastically regarding local issues. We now have
primarily statewide, national and international reporting almost
exclusively. Smaller towns get little coverage on Alaska One now.

Please do not decrease the level of funding for public broadcasting.
If anything, consideration needs to be given to restoring previous funding.

Sincerely,

"\ -
Malie C. Gray



March 23,1996

Dear State Legislator;

| am writing today to tell you how Important public radio and television are in my
life, 1 recently learned of plans to drastically slash funding for these vital Alaskan
resources. Ihearoftalk frequently about the need to develop resources. Why do we
only talk of exploiting our natural resources, but when it comes to supporting and
enhancing the resources that sustain our minds, it's quite a different stoiy?

| listen almost exclusively to KSKA, and often enjoy the programming on public
television. They both serve as examples of what the media could and should be for
our society.

riease, at the very least, maintain last year's level of funding for public broadcasting.
Further cuts will truly degrade our quality of life here in Alaska.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roxi K. Smith

3820 Resurrection
Anchorage, AK 99504
(907)333-0054
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March 23,1996

Dear Madam or Sin

| am writing to implore you not to cut funding for public radio and public television
programs.

With the peivasiveness of violence on major network television, public television is
the only "safe' haven where not only is violence and the garbage of daytime talk
shows absent, but educational and artistic programming are the standard. Although
those who can afford cable can access these types ofprograms, many of Alaska's
citizens either cannot afford cable or have no access.

Similarly, public radio is free of the noise and commercialism of private stations. It
also provides artistic and Informational programming that is not otherwise available.
Although folk singers, jazz artists, and opera sometimes come to Anchorage and,
possibly, to Fairbanks, public radio serves as a link to other parts of the state to provide
this type of cultural entertainment.

Public radio and public television are refreshing and “sanity-saving" resources in the
violence and chaos of today's world Asmuch as I love Alaska and the sense of
separation from a lot of the chaos of Outside, public radio and public television offer
me a link to those parts of Outside that I do niiss, as well as making those elements
that have ventured to Alaska evenmore accessible (I was able to enjoy Garrison
Keillor's trip to Anchorage, despite not being able to get tickets).

Please maintain funding at last year's level for public radio and television - the
winters will be far, far too long without them!

Sincerely,

Denni Hawks
3020 Resurrection Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
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H3412 Sat. Mar. 23, 8:30AM - 1PM Nancy 337-5033

Good morning,

My name is Elaine Major. 1 am representing Community Schools for
the Chugiak/Eagle River area, and am currently chairperson of the
Gruening c.s. Advisory Board. I have been involved in Community
Schools as FE volunteer for the past 14 years, over which time our
state support has been cut by 85%. We cannot continue on any less
funding at a time when community needs are increasing in our area,
in addition to educational opportunities, Community Schools
provides access to gym space In our area. There 1is a very high
demand for gymnasiums in Chugiak/Eagle River, and we Tfeel it 1is
especially important to provide these types of activities for local
teenagers. Please do not cut funding for community schools - it
provides a service vital to the well-being of our community that no
other organization provides.
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JEFFREY AND SHARON LAWRENCE
3421 Purdue Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
(907)276-5969

Dear Representative Gene Therriault:

As a concerged-citizen, Lam writing to you to voice my opposition to the FY97 Budget
proposal to eliminate funding for the Alaska State Council onthe Arts(ASCA). 1feel very
strongly that; ASCA is a necessary and vital organization and that the House Finance
Committee should approve level handing at last years budget amount of $564,000.

Arts Council programs reached over 45 communities in 1995. The existence of arts and
cultural programming improves the quality of life in our communities and fosters a sense
of civic pride that goes a long way towards achieving the goal of a positive and healthy
living environment for residents of Alaska. Elimination of the Alaska State Council on the
Arts would make arts programming less affordable to the average citizen and severely
decrease the, impact of arts organizations that serve as important resources in our
community. :

Lhave heard that you feel that this issue does not have an impact on constituents in your
district. In my opinion, that is a very narrow and uninformed view. A large number of
your constituents, myself included, have always been strong supporters of the arts in this
state. ASCA programs effect residents throughout Alaska. Public funding to an
organization such as ASCA, which has a state-wide impact, makes for more sense than
eliminating this exemplary agency in favor of funding services for only one community.

The elimination of the Alaska State Council on the Arts would be a grave mistake with
far-reaching repercussions. Again | urge you to support level funding of the Alaska State
Council on the Arts,

Sincerely
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Kimberley Beth Lawrence
3421 Purdue Street |
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
(907) 276-5969

March 24,19%
Dear Representative Gene Therriault:

As a concem'ed-citizen, | am writing to you to voice my opposition to the FY97 Budget
proposal to eliminate fonding for the Alaska State Council on the Arts(ASCA). Tfeel very
strongly that ASCA is a necessary and vital organization and that the House Finance
Committee should approve level funding at last years budget amount of $564,000.

Arts Council programs reached over 45 communities in 1995. The existence of arts and
cultural programming improves the quality of life in our communities and fosters a sense
of civic pride that goes a long way towards achieving the goal of a positive and healthy
living environment for residents of Alaska. Elimination of the Alaska State Council on the
Arts would make arts programming less affordable to the average citizen and severely
decrease the.impact of arts organizations that serve as important resources in our
community. ’

| have heard that certain members of the Alaska State Legislature feel that this issue does
not have an impact on constituents in their district. In my opinion, that is a very narrow
and uninformed view. ASCA programs effect residents throughout Alaska. Public
funding to an organization such as ASCA, which has a state-wide impact, makes far more
sense than eliminating this exemplary agency m favor of funding services for only one
community.

The elimination of the Alaska State Council on the Arts would be a grave mistake with
far-rcaching repercussions. Again Turge you to support level funding of the Alaska State
Council on the Aits.

Sincerely

Kimberley B. owrcncc

. 10
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House Finance Committee
March 24, 1996

Dear Committee Members,

This letter is 1In response your proposal to slash spending
for public broadcasting. Both my wife and 1 feel this, 1s not
acceptable, and find 11t hard to believe that your committee
actually passed a proposal to slash funding.

In times of tight budgets, public broadcasting 1is more
important than ever. We the people of this state need to keep
informed of current events, and the only source for many of us 1is
public broadcasting. During our frequent tripe to areas outside
Ketchikan the only radio we can receive 1a a public station. The
only TV station we receive in Ketchikan is the public station, and
cable 1is not an option for us. By the drastic cuts you have
proposed we could loose both public radio and TV. The only way we
can reach some of our friends who live out iIn the bush is via
public radio, or iInfrequent mail service. The point 1is many
Alaskans depend heavily on public broadcasting. "7Zhat i1s why my
wife and |1 have contributed both money and time to public
broadcast over the years.

Since we both realize cuts must be made In atate spending we
would make the Tfollowing suggestion. First, cut all state
legislators salaries 501. (After all, many of you campaigned on
the premises that you wanted to serve us voters, not get rich).
Second, cut travel and per diem for all legislators and their
staff 50%. Third, hold the legislative sessions every other year.

Please reconsider your proposal, and fund public broadcasting
at the Bame level i1t was last year.

Sincerely,

Marcel LaPerriere
Box 9062
Ketchikan, AK 99901

01
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March 22, 1996
To: House Finance Committee Members
Re: House Bill 412

Two years ago my mother came to live with me from a nursing home. Her life savings
gone, her mind drugged, and her dignity shattered, she became my responsibility.
Through Project Choice, Medicaid Waiver and Services I've been able to "regain

my life." She just turned 91yr. old. Her eyes sparkle, she goes to Day Care Mon-Fri.
and she is loved. Is this not a better solution at less cost than 24/hr. care?

From: Nancy Rose, R.N.
415 Willoughby Ave. #406
Juneau, AK 99801
Ph. 907-463*3515

.02
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Continued from Page C-1

«$1,081 billion — pen
sion trust funds.

«$982 million — all oth-
er funds.

From this money sub-
tract the $322 million defi-
cit in the general fund and
you get $3,072 billion.

Proponents of massive
cuts in spending tell you
about the $322 million gen-
eral-fund deficit, but not
about the surpluses in the
other funds (until their re-
sponse to my last column).

Somebody correct me if |
am wrong, but the public
and many of the public's
elected leaders have been
operating under the as-
sumption that the state of
Alaska is in immediate
dire fiscal distress, that the
state has been running
overall deficits for the past
several years, and that to
cover these deficits the
state has been drawing
down its dwindling re-
serves. The point of this
column and the one | wrote
a month ago is that all of

these assumptions are-
wrong.
As budget director

McConnell has verified, the
state is not running an
overall deficit. 1 am confi-
dent she also will tell you
that all of the major re-
serve accounts have been
growing steadily since the
day oil started to flow
from Prudhoe Bay, except’
for transfers from those
funds to the principal of
the Permanent Fund.

What has been happen-
ing is that a part of the
current-year surplus in.
these funds has been redi-
rected to cover general-
fund speuding. This is per-
fectly legal and above-
board and demonstrates
that the surpluses ip, at
least some of these funds
are “readily” available to
cover general-fund spend-
ing. The funds are growing
slower than they would if
the general fund was itself
in surplus, but they are
still growing and much fas-
ter than the inflation rate.

Here are detailed num-
bers for budget year 1996,
which ends on June 30, for

hers for budget year 1997
tell the same story, except
for a planned $933 million
transfer to the Permanent
Fund’s principal:

«$2,002 billion —'Consti-
tutional Budget Reserve
balance on July 1, 1995,

*$125 million — amount
of interest earned by June
30, 1996. ,

«$500 million — amount '
of settlements to be added
by June 30. -

*$429 million — amount
to be drawn for general-
fund spending.

That leaves an expected
balance this June 30 of
$2,198 billion.

Despite a transfer of
$429 million to cover the
“fiscal gap,” the Constitu-
tional Budget Reserve rises
this budget year by $196
million.

Let me give you an idea
of just how far from crisis
the state really is. Without
raising taxes or adding
new ones, or even causing
the Permanent Fund and
other funds to stop grow-

ing, the state can maintain
the current level of spend-
ing in perpetuity. That's
right. Shocking as it might
seem, the state can main-
tain general-fund spending,
including Permanent Fund
dividends, at the budget-
year 1996 level of $3 billion
forever. (lj,.accepted the
Revenue -Department’s fall
1995 mid-case forecast
through Lhe year 2015 for
my revenue estimates. Af-
ter 2015, T let the revenue
forecast drop until it was
75 percent of this budget-
year’s level. For a rate of
investment profits, I' used
the number assumed by
the Long.Terpi Financial
Planning Commission.) : =

The simple truth is'that
Alaskans have been mis-
led. The state has no fiscal
crisis that demands mas-
sive cuts in state spending
and an immediate increase
in taxes. If spending is cut
$70 million a year for five
years, as the more radical
legislators have proposed,
many Alaskans will suffer
needlessly. On top of that,
the fiscal drag from such
cuts might well propel the
entire Alaska economy into
a downward spiral.
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A Alaska Forest Assoclation. Inc.

111 5TEDMAN SUITE 200
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99001-6500
rhotiv 807-22D-01M

March 19, 199G FAX 807-225 5020

Honorable Mark Hanley

Honorable Gone Tharriault

Alaska Slato Hour.n of Roprosonlatives
Stale Capitol, Mailslop3101

Juneau, AK 99801 -1102

RU: Budget for tho Deportment of Nature) Resource's Division of Forestry to monitor the Forest
Practices Act

Tliu Alaska Forest Association supports the Department of Natural Rosource's Division of Forestry. Wo
feel that funding for their continued participation with tho timbor industry in monitoring the Forest
Procticos Act (FPA) is cssontiel end could bo coat-saving in tho long run. This is a case where a single
ogoncy covers the regulations end policies of sovoml other agencies end works with the industry to
comply with ell governmental requirements.

When tho timber Industry Is In compliance wilh the FPA. they aro also complying with tho Alaska Coastal
Zone Manogcmonl program and the Federal Clean Water Ad. for example. The DNR libb always boon
the primary agency for inspections and enforcement of lho FPA Other agencies do not prioritize fhefie
field inspections because DNR personnel are competent and skilled in these areas. The DNR also works
wilh Ihe industry by providing recommendations for improvements rather then just criticizing projects or
finding fault with operations.

Eliminating Division of Forestry inspections could result in |he Department of Environmental
Conservation rescinding approval of FPA regulations and writing its own regulations at considerable time
and expense. The Federal EPA could increase lheir presence and authority over water quality. The
timber industry could be faced wilh shutdown* end fines due to inadvertent violations lhat are currently

not el issue.

Tho timbor industiy is vory willing to work with tha Legislature to stroomlino FPA inspections, if needed.
Environmonlai coif auditc, privato oontreat incpoolorr. nnd athor idonc may bo worth considering for the
future, but time is needed to explore these alternatives. We respectfully suggest that the Division of
Forestry's budget bo maintained until another plan Is in place.

In 1990, with the passage of Iho FPA, the timbor industry’s private landowners agreed to "donate” 10% of
their trees to create buffers to protect fish habitat and water quality, They also agreed to incur additional
costs (o improve and comply with updated Best Management Practices. In return, the Stale promised to
perform Inspections to assure the public that these important resources were being protected. We
continue to rospoct our commitment, wo oxpoct tho State to do likewise.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

laaw
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Representative Mark Hanley

co-Finance Chair
Fax: 465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. |
depend on the local, national and International news 1get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radion and from the Jim
Lehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these

SOUrces.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My husband and | keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on InJuneau! By the way, did you see
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. It really made me think about it!

I make large contributions to both pubile radio and public television
because they are very important to my family. Your $800,000 cutis a
relatively small amount of money In the statewide scheme of things, but it
Isenough to devastate one or the other of these enlilies. Please do not kill
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring die people of this huge
state together!

Please reconsideryour vote! Thankyou for your consideration.
Tina Seaton
58360 Bruce Dr,
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Rep. Gail Phillips



March 22, 1996

Please read this as part of the House Finance Committee’s Public Teleconference
March 23, 1996.

As Vice President of the Board of Directors of AWAIC | strongly encourage you to
support level funding for the Council's line item in the Department of Public Safety's
Budget. Our staff are dedicated, hard working individuals who are underpaid and
greatly appreciated. They are committed to the delivery of complete, professional
services to battered women and their children. |, as a Board member am proud of the
work they do. Without the continued support of the legislature for the DPS’s Council
budget victims could be out at risk. Please consider the faces of women and children
as you search for places to cut the budget. AWAIC is appreciative of your continued

support of all of their programs.
Thank You,
Louann Cutler

V.P. Board of Director
Abused Women's Aid In Crisis
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PERSEVERANCE

March 23, 1996 T HEATRE

To:  Representative Mark Hanley - Co- Chair House Finance Committee, and
members of the House Finance Committee

From: AHA! Board (Arts for a Healthy Alaska) A
A Statewide Arts Advocacy Organization

President Lynette Tiukterr Juneau

Vice President Phil  Munger Wasilla/Palmer
Secretary/Treasurer Helen Howarth Anchorage/Sitka
Board Member Janel  Thompson Fairbanks

Board Member Barbara Peterson Homer

This is a letter requesting that you disregard the DOE Subcommittee
recommendation that the Alaska State Council on the Arts budget be
eliminated.

The arts council provides a wide variety of state wide services not available
elsewhere.  The impact of such drastic action will be felt by community
members, artists, and arts organizations all around the state in both rural and
urban areas. With the elimination of the arts council we will lose seven grant
programs, an excellent Arts in Education program, which last year served
some 29,000 youth, and much needed technical assistance provided by the
council.  In addition federal funds will no longer be available, we will have
one less source of operational support, which is extremely difficult to secure,
and the ability of Alaskan arts organizations to leverage outside funds will be
dimmed.

As you know the amount of money the arts council receives is small, but what
you might not realize is that the amount of money received provides a lot of
services. State dollars are matched at least ten to one, and these dollars make a
significant economic impact.

Alaska already has the smallest council staff in the entire country and if
eliminated Alaska will be the only state in the union with out an arts council.
Are request is not unreasonable. We ask for fairness, and we ask that you look
at the whole picture and consider the well being of the entire state. In order
to have a truly well rounded and healthy community we need the arts. Please
do not aid in the demise of the Alaska State Council on the Arts. Elimination as
a short term budgetary action is not a long term solution.

cc.  Representative Richard Foster Representative Eldon Mulder
Representative Sean Parnell Representative Pete Kelly
Representative Gene Therriault Representative Terry Martin
Representative Vic  Kohring R esentative Kay Brown
Representative Ben Grussendorf Representative Mike Navarre

914 THIRD ST. + DOUGLAS, AK 99824 =  (907) 364-2421 =  FAX: (907) 364-2603



200 W #4th Ave., #1120
Anchorage, AK 99503
March 15, 1996

Representative Hanley
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

In our desire to cut the state budget I ask that the Legislature consider the reductions
wisely. There are particular state funded activities that provide a multiplier effect for
attracting, and retaining, federal and private funds. These state funds also provide a
catalyst that helps generate business activity that brings more business to Alaska.

The proposed budget for the Division of Tourism for the next fiscal year does not
include the state’s portion of funding for the Alaska Public Lands Information Centers
(APLIC). These three centers in Tok, Fairbanks and Anchorage rely on a combination of
federal and state funding in partnership with a non-profit organization, the Alaska Natural
History Association (ANHA), for their operation. The APLICs provide an example of
state, federal, and local agencies partnering with a private organization to make budget
dollars go further to benefit Alaska's tourist industry.

These centers help thousands of visitors plan their trips to Alaska and assist them
once they arrive. In 1995 they provided direct service to over 250,000 visitors. ANHA
operates book sales areas in both the Anchorage and Fairbanks APLICs and donate the
profits of the sales back to the centers. Over the past fifteen years ANHA has contributed
over $344,000 to the APLICs to help pay for their visitor information services. The
amount of money ANHA donates is increasing as the number of tourists increase.

Without the state's share the Tok center will be closed and the Anchorage and
Fairbanks centers will curtail hours of operation. This will affect book sales and the
amount of money ANHA can donate for operations. These centers are a major part of the
state's tourism infrastructure and are prime contributors to Alaska's major growfti industry.

Several federal agencies share in their support of the APLICs. The Divison of
Tourism has shouldered the burden of providing the state funding. | suggest you look to
the other agencies that benefit from the APLICs, including the Department of Natural
Resources, Department of Transporation and Public Facilities and the Alaska Tourism
Marketing Council to provide a state share of support. All of these agencies will be
impacted if the APLIcs close or curtail services. It is more economical for the stalt: to



provide a portion of the support of the existing centers, than to replicate the APLICs'

services within these agencies.
The APLICs are a national model of interagency cooperation and coordination to

provide convenient, efficient visitor services. With thesj proposed funding cuts they are an
example of Alaskans developing national caliber solutions to meet our industries needs,
then turning our backs on our success.

This funding cut is another example of how smart we are, and how dumb we can
be. 1ask your support in maintaining one example of Alaska's intelligence. If you have
any questions please call me at 345-6600.

Sincerely,

William Ashton
ANHA Board Member



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

[ft
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND P.0. BOX 110800
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ' PHOVE (0011652500
FAX: 290778)46 5442
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONEFI TDD: (907) 465-5437

March 18, 1996

The Honorable Pete Kelly

Chairman _

House Finance Subcommittee for Commerce
and Economic Development

House of Representatives

State CapP

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Kelly:
Re: Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

| am (I;_ravely concerned about the impact of the House Finance Subcommittee’s
reduction to the Alaska Seafood Marketing Listitute &ASI\/II). The reduction of
$843,600 from the Governor’s FY 97 proposal eliminates thé state’s unrestricted
general fund contribution to the state’s seafood marketing program.

The eliminated funding had provided ASMI’s match to gver $4 million in federal
%ra_nt money for overséas salmon marketing in Japan, Korea, Australia, the

nited Kingdom, and Germany. Over 50 percent of Alaska’s salmon harvest is
exported to“foreign markets (1994 value ot $680 million). Continuation of the
export volume jsthreatened by competition from foreigh producers. Alaska’s
comOpetlto_rs enjoy huge government subsidies. For example, Norway provides
$100 million in government assistance for production ana $20 million'for
international marketing.

This reduction is particularly untimely in light of the deepening, and potentially
devastating, situation facing the Alaska salmon industry. Sevéral seafood
processors'nave closed their operations, salmon prices hiave fallen dramatically
?nd continue to decline, at the same time the worldwide salmon supply continues
0 grow.

With this reduction, ASMI will be_faced with the very difficult decision whether to
reallocate money from the domestic salmon marketing program or to eliminate its
overseas markefing program. The domestic market is conSidered the area of
greatest potential growfn, but the money we currently spend in domestic salmon
marketing is barely enough to make an‘impact on Alaska’s market share, given
the increasing foreign competition.

In the subcommittee closeout meeting, you mentioned that there are other options
available to ASMI. The first is to use money which may be released this year
from the Fisheries Landing Tax; however, that money is restricted to use for
whitefish marketing. The second option is for the salmon processors to increase
their self assessment from .3 percent to .4 percent. | don't feel this ISan

08-H2LH



The Honorable Pete Kelly -2- March 18, 1996

appropriate time to ask the industry to contribute. more in light of the financial
crisis and in light of the fact the salmon industry is already Contributing a
significant porfion of its income to the state treasury. For‘example, a fish
ocessar in Southeast Alaska pays a combined 5.3 percent in taxes to the state,
addition, the fishermen sellmgi to the processor pays 4 percent, producing a
total tax of 9.3 percent on the value of each salmon caught in Southeast Alaska.

| know from my discussions with you that you consider ASMI to be an effective
and, successful program. | ask yo to reconsider this significant budget reduction
in light of the information I have provided.

Sincerely,

WLH/ng28.as
031896a
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KLUKWAN FOREST PRODUCTS, INC
PO BOX 34659 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99803-4659
OFFICE: (9071789-7361 - FAX: (907)789-0675

MEMORANDUM OF TRANSMITTAL

TO _ Representative Mirk Htnlev

FAX NUMBER' 907-165-2418

FROM Ronald R Wolfe

DATE- __ March22. 19% TIME: 4,00 PM

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover sheet): XX

Ifyou experience any problems in (he transmittal, or do not receive all the pages, please call Janice or Ron
at the above number

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT XX Wil not follow

Dear Representative Hanky: i
| am writing you to aik your help id restoring the fundi cut from the Division of

Forestry’s 1997 budget! These funds are necessary for them to property administer
Alaska’s Forest Resource and Practices Act, and fulfill fire protection ,
responsibilities. As you know private forest landowners and Alaska's Forest

industry have made significant contributions in good faith to make sure this law is
working. The State must live up to its obligation by funding the Division of Forestry
to do itsjob! In this case good government is a field presence so the public has faith
that the best management practices are working, and the necessary monitoring
programs are being undertaken.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment, and | sincerely hope that your are able
to fund the Division of Forestry.

Sincerely,

Ronald R. Wolfe,
ChiefF orester
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Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.

122 First Avenue, Suite 600
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4897
Phone 907/452-8251 « Fax 907/439-3850

To:  House Finance Committee Much 22, 1996
Nineteenth Legislature-Secood Session

From Doans Scott*wnployment dc Training Director on behalf oftheAlssks Native
Coalition on Employitiera A Training

Re:  Rocqntidention of funding allocation for State match for Tribal
JOBSPrograms for FY 1997 per; Governor’s and DHSS Rinding request

The G*en”?4n”get request of 5944,000 to be disbursed according to fonogla, for 11
,Trib#i JOBfTprograrrtBba* been eliminated in your preliminary cofiaideration”tbe DHSS
-rrigvestment proposal. We urge you to reconsider this drastic measure as savings already

; TWittd by the statistics below demonstrate the success of Tribal JOBS programs. 1fyou

" ihntinato Tribal JOBS funding, it will be impossible to assist rural cfiaots (AFDC
recipient») with the education, training, employment assistance and child care needs that

-are necessary for them to hecome self-sufficient, which ia the true goal of Welfare Reform.
Even ttiOugh the State will mandate work or work activities, it will not be possible to meet

".I.c the required percentages with our decreased federal JOBS funding which is 25% this year,

hital Tederal Funding for Tribal JOBSin FY 1995 in Alaska $726,000
¥ Thtal number of Tribal clients served 438
\ TeuL dumber employed 113 . W
Total number that utilized JOBS Child Care 3A1v.\-:
*-fiTotafnumber of village clients served .."' : 157
Total amdujat pftavfc”sj*dhpetf -1.

¢V ** T o= \m . # -V. ¥ "V

" *'Savdflga dRimiuned by multiplying 5821 (basic AFDC grant for «pvitit plus ooe chfl4)X
‘hI3. chems fcmpleyed this program year X 12 months. Tins very agnfieant remvaaunead
savings:is'oonsOrvative Jn that a. parent, or two pardat. fondly with more thm one
dependi”y#t™ ;receive kpcoportionately higher benefit. Even if one was to consider
«nploymem“fof.q”y:si» raootha for the number of successfully employed JOBS clients,
the amount saved for reinvestment would be $556,638,"
Tribal JOBS s effective in getting-people of state welfare dependency. Please support
continuation of the proven model which wcs mandited through the Family Support Act of
1988 under Republican President, George Bush.  We sincerely appreciate your
consideration and support.

CC: Governor Knowles
DHSS
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March 22. 1996

TO: Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
FROM: A very concerned citizen.
RE: CUTS to public broadcasting and the arts council.

Dear Mr. Hanley:

I DO NOT support the cuts proposed to eliminate the State Arts Council. Public
Broadcasting, and the library book acquisition fund. Please reconsider...
| find it alarming that this is a sentence that even needs to be expressed. It is keenly
obscene that it is proposed that the things (education, literacy, information, culture, quality
of life) that set us apart from civilizations that are regressive and oppressive in every' way,
are now targeted for elimination.

What we "eliminate” is usually expressed as waste. Itis hard to imagine that any
thinking, feeling, and responsible citizen and human heing would express education,
literacy, information, and culture which furthers us as a civilization, and improves the way
we live, as "waste". Perhaps, if you are opposed to this, that you see all of these things as
frivolous. They are not. They are the very' things which set us apart from mediocrity.
Through education, literacy, culture, and art we can leam of history, of other cultures, of
new ideas and from our mistakes. Education, literacy, culture, and art are the very things
that help to create better, more intelligent, more global, more marketable and competitive
(ifyou want to look at it in those terms), more skilled, and. yes. more cultured children.
Those children aE£our future, yours and mine. When we are 60 and 70 and they are in
your shoes, will they remember all the opportunities you took away? You bet they will. If
not through direct memory, they will remember through the life they were given. And
you've given them a pretty grim picture. Check itout this is what they will get: MTV.
Only commercial "art" (checked out a hotel lobby lately?). Books dating from 20 to 30
years ago (checked out the SAT/ACT scores lately?). What is their future? The war for
mediocrity' will have been won.

| am not what many would term a "bleeding heart liberal" that the present congress
enjoys slamming so much. | am actually a conservative myself, raised in a conservative
household, graduate ofa private and conservative university, but there is a time when one
has to speak up, when the cuts are too random and sweeping and grandstanding. This is
the time.

Theatre, art, public broadcasting, and literacy don't bring down the market. In fact,
they improve the economy by improving the quality of life. Why would we want to make
ourselves so unattractive? All the states in Ihe union suppon public broadcasting except
Delaware. So we want to be like Delaware???



My name is Renata RifiFe. | live in Cordova, Alaska. | oppose cuts to be made to Alaska
Public Radio and RATNET While Anchorage and Fairbanks have many options for
information, rural Alaska does not. Cutting APR and RATNET isn’tjust a reduction of
choice for rural Alaska. It often means no readily available source of information at all.
How would your Railbelt constituents feel if they had no television, and perhaps one local
radio station, whose programming they didn’t like, but nothing else was available to them?
Why do Railbelt legislators feel that it is OK to force rural Alaska to live with those
options? Our United States senators and representative fight for certain programs, such as
air service to Bush communities, because Alaska, or at least rural Alaska is different from
the rest of the United States, and there is no substitute for these services. Alaska Public
Radio and RATNET are no less vital. 1fthese services are cut, | expect to see an increase
in the number of deaths in Bush Alaska, due to lack of good local weather information. It
IS interesting to note that our national legislators, despite their conservative views, are
willing to fight for public radio and TV, but many of our state legislators want to zero it

out.

On a more general note, the majority coalition wants to force wrenching changes in state
policy and spending through, and are doing it by keeping public input at a minimum.
Many ofthe proposed cuts are going to impact rural Alaska far more than the Railbelt.
Some ofthe legislators are going to support these changes because they have no inkling
how hard rural life in this state can be, and some of the legislators don’t care. I'm sure
that many in the majority coalition will state that these programs are subsidies that we can
no longer afford. | am also sure that urban legislators have guaranteed that certain
projects for places like Anchorage and the Matanuska Valley will be subsidized, even
though the municipalities could pay for them if they had the civic responsibility to institute
a sales tax. Such an attitude would not be tolerated from smaller communities This “I’ll
get mine and the hell with you” attitude is causing bitter resentment in many parts of the
state, and it is bound get worse. It is going to make this state harder to govern, and is
going to slow down the political process via confrontation and incivility. Much ofthe
strength that this state has shown in the past was due to cooperation and the common
bond that state residents felt, rather than stronger constituencies preying upon the weaker.

TOTPL P.02
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| would like the following to be read as part of the official record of the House Finance
Committee's meeting:

Last month (February 1996) we provided over 600 safe nights to women at the AWAIC
shelter in Anchorage. We are currently (March 22, 1996) operating our shelter with a
wait list of 6 individuals. We currently have 21 women and 32 children in our shelter
(our capacity is 52). Our staff is pushed to their limits. We are continually told that our
funding is stable and level. For that we are greatful. However, as clients and cost
increase, level funding becomes more and more scary. This may mean that in order
to operate at the capacity we are currently at, we are forced to hold fewer groups, we
are forced to hold less 'one on ones' which offer individual advocacy for clients and
instead must respond to acute, pressing need, i.e., a perp has called 12 times on the
message line threatening the life of a resident, she is distraught, must get a restraining
order and needs our undivides individua  *ention. We must help her file a restraining
order she is frightened by the process, we must sit with the child who screams at night
in terror while her/his mother cries (they remember how painful their lives have been).
They both remember the horror of the abuse they have fled, just in a different way. We
often are in the mode of maintaining. We attempt and achieve the provision of
necessary, crucial services to women and their children in need. We are thankful and
appreciative for level funding to provide these essential services. As you deliberate,
and put a 'face’ on the line items in the budget, please remember the face of the
women and children who depend on our sen/ices to save their lives. We do the
highest quality job we can with level funding. Please do not allow the budget
cuts you consider further endanger the lives of women and children.

80% of the murders investigated by the troopers last year involved
Domestic Violence.

Thank You For Your Time and Attention

Candice Miller
Program Director/Acting Executive Director
Abused Women’s Aid In Crisis
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March 22, 1996
Rep. Hanley: (The Following Is NOT a part of the record)

Allhough ALL of your constituents certainly must know how hard you work for them in
Juneau, if you ever need a letter of support from the "other side" as one of your
constituents. 1 was impressed (albeit concerned) by you presence in the in the office at
9:00 on a Friday night on the eve of an important meeting of your committee. Thank
you for working hard and thank you for supporting issues that matter to me.

Sincerely,

Candice Miller
9254 Kavik
Anchorage Alaska
99515



ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 431N. Franklin, Suite 101
STATE OF ALASKA Juneau, Alaska 99801
Office: (907) 465-3071

Fax: (907) 465-3079

TDD: (907)465-4764

February 8,1996

The Honorable Tony Knowles
Governor of Alaska

P.0O. Box 110001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Dear Governor Knowles:

In a letter dated January 24, 1996, the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
(AMHTA) wrote you to comment on “reductions made to the funding of the State’s
Integrated comPrehensive mental health program.” Several of the AMHTA
comments directly concern the Alaska Mental Health Board (AMHB) as advocate
for mentally ill beneficiaries of the Trust. Th? AMHB’s budget recommendations
(along with those of the other beneficiary boards) formed the basis for the AMHTA
budget. We support the following AMHTA positions concerning your recommended
budget (numbered as they appeared in the January 24,1996 letter):

1 Funding certain cost increas.;s for state agencies without funding similar
increases for non-profit service providers creates a double standard. We agree
with the AMHTA that the State should recognize that such increased costs
should be funded for “both state agencies and non-profit organizations providing
direct services.”

4. The AMHB supports the transfer of $1,000.0 from the Medicaid Community
Health Grant component to the Medicaid Services component.

5. The AMHB shares the AMHTA concern that combining the Medicaid Facility
and Non-Facility components into a single component, while a sound
management move, creates the potential for unreasonably shifting the balance
between the two services by administrative action. The Board echoes the Trust
Authority request for periodic notification of actual expenditures for facility-
based and nonfacility-based services.

0. A similar situation exists as a result of the combination of all Division of Mental
Health and Developmental Disabilities components into a single Budget
Request Unit (BRU). We support the AMHTA request that it and appropriate
beneficiary boards be notified prior to transfers involving GF/MH funding. In
fact, the Board has serious reservations about the BRU consolidation and
believes that it should be postponed pending discussions between DHSS and
representatives ofthe community programs and beneficiary groups.



Governor Knowles
February 7, 1996
Page 2

7. We support the Authority’s position that the 19 reduction to several BRU’s and
components is not consonant with intent ofthe Trust settlement.

8. The AMHB shares the AMHTA concern that the transfers of $220.1 from
General Community Mental Health Grants to Psychiatric Emergency Services
Grants and $56.0 from Designated Evaluation and Treatment to Psychiatric
Services Grants were proposed without public involvement. The settlement
created the beneficiary boards to ensure this public process and the Board
requests that it be consulted prior to similar actions in the future.

9. The Board supports the request that the $250.0 transferred from Harborview
Developmental Center (HDC) for Mental Health Grants Crisis Respite Services
be placed in the Psychiatric Emergency Services component rather than
Services for Seriously Emotionally Disturbed Youth.

10.The AMHB supports the Trust Authority request that the Commissioner of
Health and Social Services facilitate meetings between the involved parties to
determine an appropriate division of funding transferred from HDC to support
community capacity for Harborview's Soudough Unit residents.

111he AMHB supports the AMHTA request that the decrement of 585.0 from
HDC be reconsidered and requests instead that savings realized from
Harborview’s closing be re-directed to community programs.

12.The AMHB strongly supports the provision of mental health services for
mentally ill offenders in the correctional system. The shifting of $241.6 for
Inmate Health Care and 412.0 for Inmate Programs from GF/MH funding to GF
funding is the sort of action affecting beneficiaries that should be addressed in
the public process. The Board requests that it be consulted prior to future shifts
between funding sources.

In general, the Alaska Mental Health Board believes that the system established
by the Trust settlement will serve the beneficiaries of the settlement well and that
the process will improve as we all adjust to it. We value your administration’s
commitment to serving all the beneficiaries ofthe settlement. Thank you.

Sincerely,

cc: Nelson Page, Chair, AMHTA
Rep. Mark Hanley Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
Rep. Richard Foster, Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
Sen. Steve Frank, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee
Sen. Rick Halford, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee
Rep. Terry Martin, Chairman, Legislative Budget and Audit Committee
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FREDW. TR1EM
ATTORNEY AT LAW
PROCTOR TNADMIRALTY
P.0. BOX 129

Petersburg,Alaska 99833

(907) 772-3917
23 March 1996
House Finance Committee
Alaska Legislature
Juneau

In re: Appropriation for Public Broadcasting—radio and television
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Among the reasons for maintaining the present funding level for public
broadcasting in Alaska, please consider the following:

(1)  Public broadcasting promotes public safety:

(@) broadcasting ofweather information—for safe travel, boating, and flying

(b)  emergency broadcasting— disaster and weather warning alerts; tsunami warnings
(2)  Public broadcasting promotes public health:

(@) educational programs about disease prevention—example: hepatitis

(b) informational programs—example, recent public t.v. show about ebola virus
(3)  Public broadcasting promotes public education:

(a) children’s programs— Where in the world is Carmen San Diego? (teaches
geography; produced in conjunction with Natl. Geographic Society)

(b)  science and math programs—teaches basic concepts to children and adults

(c) adult education—broadcast of GED and telecourses to rural and bush areas

Please do not cut funding for public broadcasting—we are barely hanging on now!

Regards from Petershurg.
Sincerely,

Fred W. Triem

TOTAL P.02
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3.23.96

Representatives:

I understand making difficult budget decisions. I'm on the board of directors of Narrows
Broadcasting Corporation (KFSK, Petersburg) a public radio station that lost a third of our budget
last year for a total of 70% in cuts over the past few years. We will not survive another 15% cut
coming so soon after such drastic decreases. To indicate otherwise Is a misrepresentation of the
facts.

One fact is that Alaska is about to take a giant step backwards. In a world where government and
business are laboring to increase the public's access to information the $808,500 reduction in
state funding will effectively deny access to life saving emergency messages, education, weather,
community public service announcements, and local, state and national news. It will exaggerate
the isolation and alienation of the rural population and destoy an existing telecommunications
infrastructure.

Public broadcasting has been working to eliminate its dependence on state and federal funding.
Reorganization and implementation of cost saving measures are in progress and being closely
watched by the public broadcasting stations throughout the United States. If we succeed, our
restructuring could provide an example for others, but we need that chance to succeed. A chance
that could be realized through a cut-free recovery period. A chance to save an essential sarvice to
rural areas, a communications asset to the state and offer a model of operations to the rest of the
country.

Governor Knowles understands this and has recommended funding for public broadcasting
remain at last year's level. Don't sacrifice a part of Alaska's future and the leadership role we are
taking in restructuring for a quick economic fix in the present.

Sincerely,

Chris Weiss
Box 32
Petersburg, Alaska 99833

TOTAL P.02
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MARILYN E. DUGGAR
PO Box 355

Nenana, Alaska

March 23, 1996

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

| am "speaking" to you to implore you not to cut public school funding. We desperately
need to keep up with the quality of education of the rest of the US and of the World.
While searching for places to cut, as you must, do not look to the children's education to
take from. As a school board member | have witnessed repeated cuthacks that we have
had to deal with. | believe we are to the bare bones already. We have taken away
valuable programs that were considered extraneous, such as reading incentive programs,
extra aids for high needs children, and many more. We have combined classes in the
elementary leaving one teacher with two grade levels. Many high school electives are no
longer available as we have fewer teachers there to teacher the state requirements ofa
basic no frills education.

| would like to see the correspondence programs to continue with your funding.
Correspondence values are unparalleled with any other program offered through state or
federal education. The children in out-lying parts of our state, disabled students, and
students who just don't fit into the school system and work better on their own are

benefited.

The RSVP Program for the rural students is such a valuable tools for hands on experience
injob fields students are interested in. This program encourages students to pursue
vocational education in a field they are already familiar with instead of leaving High
School hoping to fall into something. | think the RSVP Program would do well to be

encouraged rather than cut.

| empathize with your task of cutting the budget. There are many more programs | would
like to see receive their full funding, but I believe that there is no program as worthy and
important to receive fiill funding as public education.

Thank you

p

.01
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SubsistencfiJDivision Budget Cuts: SZ(I)GF

* Thisrepresents a 15% cutand is in addition to the legislative reduction of $395 for the current
year and further erodes the state’s ability to regain subsistence management.

* Reliable subsistence information collected by the division will become increasingly outdated
and new information will not be collected in mostareas. The division will become simply a
cataloger of old information.

« The Boards of Fisheries and Game will have to increasingly depend on information collected
under state harvest ticketand permit dystemJ which are notoriously inaccurate for
representing subsistence hunting patterns in villages.

 The Boards will not have the information they need to precisely allocate resources to
subsistence and other uses, resulting in more conservative management of these resources.

« Collaborative projects with subsistence user groups will not take place using state funding.

 The division will not have the core staff to attract federal money for subsistence research. Staff
will not be able to directly participate in resource management decisions.

« Remaining staff in the division will be centralized in Juneau, Anchorage, or Fairbanks.
Regional office functions will be closed in Angoon, Nome, and Fort Yukon, and possibly
Dillingham and Bethel. Atleast 3PFTsand 1seasonal position will be laid-off.

SpQjtlishIDivisiQjiudgdXut: SIQQGIF

« Thedivision added $200in GF/Program Receipts in FY97 to reflectrevenue from Southern
Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association for the release of approximately 400,000king
salmon smolt at Earl West Cove. This reduction cute the funding in half.

» Thenumber of king salmon smoltproduced and released will be substantially reduced and the
cost effectiveness of running Tie Crystal Lake Hatchery will be jeopardized.

Agency-wide Travel Reduction: S1Q1.2GF

« Thedepartmenthas over 40 offices statewide and literally hundreds of field camps to operate.
The departmentis also very active in negotiations, treaties, legal disputes and a variety of other
interactions on both the national and international level. Asaresult, travel is an integral part
of the department's mission of managing the state's fish and wildlife resources.

 This cutis based on an inaccurate proration of general funds in the travel line and penalized
the department for attempting to reflect the actual costs of travel in its budget State agencies
donotnormally track line item expenditures by funding source.

 The cut has been evenly distributed throughoutthe department with approximately 75%
coming out of the Commercial Fisheries Management and Development division.

Cordova District Fishermen United Testimony ¢« ADFG FY97 Budget - March 23, 1996 - Pa%c 2 0f2

TOTAL P.0O4
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Oordova District Fishermen United

Celebrating 61 Years ol Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordoba, Alaska
P.O Box 939 Cordova. Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 | Fax (907) 424-3430

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & CAME-IMPACTS OF PROPOSED FY97 GENERAL
FUND REDUCTIONS BY THE HOUSE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE

Commercial Fisheries Managementand Development Budget Cuts: SoOOGF

This cutisin addition to the governor's budgetreduction which cut $200 GF and replaced it
with program receipts for the limnology program.

This additional reduction includes half of the program receipts ($100) in the governor's budget
as well as $300 GF. This cut will limit the ability to do the science thatallows the department
to maximize sockeye salmon production—the bread and butte of the commercial fisning

industry.

Itall but eliminates the divisions regional planning program for hatchery production. It
eliminates the people who would develop a comprenensive ptan for statewide hatchery
salmon production and itslows tire development of new fisheries like sea urchins.

Cuts an additional $292.8 in fish and game funds which will prohibit the division from using
the proceeds of civil judgements to conduct mitigation projects, such as the one to determine
what has caused the serious decline in production of Nuyhagak coho salmon.

« Could resultin the lay-offof up to 12 PFTs.
Habitat and Restoration Division Budgf£LCutsi_S395iZ GF

The proposed level of general funds will resultin major damage to the division’s primary
management tool for salmon protection: the stream permitting component

Tnis proposal is bad for fish, bad for fishermen, and will hurtsmall operators and industries
that rely on the division to help them with design and construction of "fish friendly" facilities.
It is not legal for the division to use its federal funds for permitting.

The division has already eliminated general funds for lower priority projects in order to
safeguard the salmon protection program. This proposed budget cutwill.hurt our ability to
work on major initiatives like the Kenai River Center and efforts to develop gdd mining
projects that minimize effects on fish and wildlife in tire Fairbanks area.

The division will close area offices and review permits from paper, in urban offices, with

limited field visits. Thisrepresents a 17% cutand is in addition to the $500 legislative
reduction for the current year. Itcould resultin the lay-offof up to 5 PFTs.

Girduva MMMimy°mprudget . I\lﬁhZ&]%' Pale J 0f2
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Ooidova District Fishermen United

Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska
P.O. Box 938 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-34471Fax (907) 424-3430

March 23, 1996

Rick Halford & Steve Frank, Co-Chairs
Senate Finance Committee

Capital Building

Juneau, AK 99801

Mark Hanley & Richard Footer, Co-Chairs
House Finance Committee

Capital Building

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mssrs. Halford, Frank, Hanley and Foster:
Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU), the oldest association of commercial
fishermen in the State of Alaska, is pleased to submit the enclosed testimony for the

record concerning the impacts to the Alaska Department of Fish & Came of the
proposed FY97 General Fund reductions by the House Finance Subcommittee.

If you Have any questions or neeo additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact: i re at the number above. Thank you for your consideration and leadership.

Sincerely,
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED

ah—

Dome Hawxhurst, Executive Director

*T.
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22 March 1996
Dear Representative Vic Kohring,

We were shocked to hear the news from three public radio rtations throughout Alaska, small to
large, that funding for public broadcasting is in grave danger ofbeing cut. We can’t imagine how rural
Alaska will keep up on the events of the world, including their state and local region, without access to the

public radio stations that broadcast around the state. _
We are ardent supporters of KTNA here in Talkeetna. We give a small amount of money, and we

spend several hours a week volunteering. Our radio is on and tuned to KTNA throughout the day. We are
informed, entertained, and educated by our local public radio station. In the morning, at midday, and in the
evening, we hear national news through NPR and Pacifica, state news through APRN, and local news from
KTNA. | understand that cutting funds to public radio or public television would practically eliminate
APRN’s ability to broadcast over satellite. A cutto KTNA’s funds would severely hamper their ability to
provide three half-hour news programs each day. The news staff there now consists of  three-quarter
time position. How would we know what was happening in the rest of the world and in our local world
without APRN and KTNA? The loss of the state satellite would prevent KTNA from rebroadcasting NPR
from KUAC or KSKA as they presently do.

Have you ever tried to receive Anchorage radio signals in Talkeetna or anyplace else in the upper
Susitna Valley? Ijust scanned the AM and FM dials on my radio and | picked up Christian radio, rock-n-
roll, rock-n-roll, static, rock-n-roll, static, country, and more rock-n-roll. We have a fairly nice stereo
receiver. | wonder what someone in the Bush picks up on a battery powered rr a0. KTNA. I1fKTNA
folds, they lose information and connection to the news stream, not to mention the ability to hear a wide
variety of music.

Please do not eliminate rural Alaska’s access to public information. We are fortunate enough to live
on the highway system so we can receive a newspaper. We can even get Channel 2. But how much Mat-Su
or Talkeetna news does any Anchorage media cover? Maybe one or two items a week and those tend to be
features, not real news about what affects our life up here. KTNA is our source of information on the
events in the Mat-Su area. Let’s not forget that Alaska is primarily a rural state. 1’d rather see my tax
dollars go to public broadcasting than to more law enforcement or prisons or wherever else you want to

spend the money.

The only purpose the elimination of funds serves is to prevent the people of the state from
being informed about their government’s actions. They will know that you took that away from them.
But they won’t know what you did with that money because they won’t be able to listen to their public radio
station to hear APRN or their local news.

PLEASE DO NOT ELIMINATE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING!
Sincerely, , ,
Corinnc Smith
Paul Button
PO Box 138, Talkeetna, A* 99676

P.S. Unfortunately we canno* pickup Channel 7, but we do not think the public television budget should be cut cither.

cc: Rep. Mark Hanley, Rep. Richard Foster
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David & Maryann Frazier
2636 Shepherdia Drive
Anchorage AK 99508

274-2869

March 23, 1996

To:  Sean Parnell _
House Finance Committee Member

Re:  Funding cuts for Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA)

My husband and | are long time residents: 37 years for me and 28 years fnr him.
He owns and runs an insurance brokerage company here and | am a bookkeeper. We
own a home, a 4-plex and property. We have two children in school, one in junior high
and one in grade school. We arc all concerned about the proposed funding cuts to
eliminate the ASCA and the devasting impact It would have on the entire stale.

You see, we arc mure than just taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of
this state, and as such, we are representatives of life in Alaska when we travel, and wc
travel quite a bit. Eliminating funding for the Arts doesn’t just hurt the Art
community, it hurts everyone. Art in this isolated region of the world is a connecting
and uniting force. Without it wc become void culturally. Without culture there is no
richness to life. Without that, wc simply labor.

My family would have little to stay In Alaska for if funding for the aits is
eliminated. | am not just a bookkeeper, but also a dancer and painter. Both of my
children dance and the oldest isa budding musician. My husband and | spend our extra
money on supporting live performance and visual arts In Alaska. Wc have seen the
magic the arts has on our lives and our children and know that it must continue for us.
There arc other states who value the arts. Must we be so short sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our
family does not support eliminating the Council or
its role in Alaska.

Maryann and David Frazier



FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

31231%

Representative Sean Parnell
Finance Committee
Fax: 465-2278

Dear Representative Parnell,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. |
depend on the local, national and International news | get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim
|.ehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these
sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My husband and | keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion7 It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. Itreally made me think about it!

| make large contributions to both public radio and public television
because they are very important to my family. Your $800,000 cutis a
relatively small amount of money in the statewide scheme of things, but it
Is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not kill
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge
state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou foryour consideration.
Sincerely,

Tina Seaton
58360 Bruce Dir.
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Speaker of the House, Representative Gail Phillips



sO-d nyioi

- r y >
A *RIKIL 5 0 v* Ff — > T A~ - ~Y~" Tk 7N
'rr T ~T vz f; T Nor U ANrNMaon
~~*Firr* » eme *] NT z ~ryv
/ [ i>
'—»p-*-T-»gf N FvVv>» — >-7~w*t.
ct*T+3rytrv*v~ -*+*?2£_ jrf* “rtpavr
V ”/\y N
e /-» vrzh. [/ ~"r N
>> /
# N0 im ““yVvon/ * TI’
r : - : o> <
Arr-rf oAyl N CcTTT AN W EATE AU
"~>W 1#rr “Zyrira-Tjf “fyj ~Y C ' —* Norrt» U
| 1 1 1
mr oreizzns L -MrM o V- QAP ATp Arorfy MY i rwrp
Ln{my-*~vx/ /v#j{/ " wr~* ~*j "~MIC'~-~T ~*4~rnN rv
+SOH~F7 —JWTjrrvdV  <»-tJ+*V ry iWT~tr® °f~ "T3rTrD ~F>" 7 -
o> r V& —if
Nrzrr”™~r”nNy Wi "~ f °f -+toog qgXYN. SL -n~~>

>1i ~> N)MAT -rvyyf
of CV

7Y 1 XV

>prj cjsr o tv, nn nanoc>nlArl ig:0T AAAT-r*-dbl-I



FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

31231%

Representative Pete Kelly
Finance Committee
Fax: 465-2278

Dear Representative Kelly,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. 1
depend on the local, national and International news I get from my local
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim
Lehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these
sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above
and beyond school! My hushand and | keep in touch with what is going on
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent
expose’on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many
movie makers of today. Itreally made me think about it!

| make large contributions to both public radio and public television
because they arc very important to my family. Your $800,000 cut is a
relatively small amount of money in the statewide scheme of things, but it
is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not Kkill
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge

state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tiina Seaton

58360 Bruce Dr.
Homer, AK 99603

ccC:Spcaker 0f the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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