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Date of Committee Action:  111cO
The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 26

HOUSE BILL NO. 26 DEPOSITIONS IN CRIMINAL CASES

"An Act revising Rule 15, Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure, relating to depositions, to adopt the comparable
federal rule."
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STATE OF ALASKA
19SS LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Oate:

Tile:  'An lrr
«°>*3Tinn to ttennsmon* *rinnr
iconscr: Hpnrpe;nnfrirn/o 3imail

Pecuestor.  (H) JUD

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Tnousanas of Oailarsi limiauon not mciuaea)

OPERATING =Y 96
=ERSCNAL SERVICES
“RAVEL
| CONTRACTUAL
SUFPUE3
EQUIPMENT
LANDh STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES -0-
CMAWGE W REVENUES ( | 0

Hmnw Cod*

FUNDING: (thousands of Dollars)

1C02 Federal Receiots |
1C03 GR Match

ICON-G?

100S GR/Froaram Receiots

i006 GF/MHTIA

Other
rOTAL -0-

Estirnate of current year (FY 95) impact: S 000

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0
PART-TIME 0
TEMPORARY 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
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FY 99

0522
=Y 00 FY 01

< 0

0 0

0 0

-0-

0 0

1 0 0
0 0

No fiscal impact is anticipated by the Oivision of Fish and W ildlife Protection with the passage of this legislation.

Prepared 3y:
Division:

vV X

Approved by Commissioner:.

Lee Ann ' UC.-8. Special Aasisranr 'o the Commissioner
Commissianers (fice,

_2Q
gonald L One Pent nf °Mblic Safer/

Phone:

Oate:

Date:

'9071 dfls-i-j??

0i'2d/g5

01 /td/oc

ctSShiQI*"SSSeC oAby IDEALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further aistribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

Page 1of



No.
-iil Version: E3 25(caT
(H) -ociisn Csie;  1/26/95

FISCAL NOTE S ——

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HE 25

1595 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

revision Oate: . _ _ ~ Deer. Arfec:ec: Department of Law

—le: ~ "An Act eevisino Ruie " S.Alasica Emes or Criminal  3RU: Prosecution

F-oceoure. felatino ‘0 oeoosinons...’ Comocnent: Ail

Sponsor: Representative Parnell

requester: Representative =arneil COMPONENT SERIAL NO. DOSS «0CIC
Lxnenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Collars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 1 FY9% 1 "<37 1 FY3 1 FY9 1 FYOO 1 FYOL

; PERSONAL SERVICES | 1 I i 1 1

. "RAVEL 1 1 1 1 1 I

; ~ontractual 1 I I 1 1 1

. SUPPLIES 1 1 ! | 1 |

: 3CUIPMENT 1 1 1 I 1 1

B _-NO i STRUCTURES 1 | 1 1 1

. GRANTS. CLAIMS I . 1 1 1 1
MISCELLANEOQUS 1 | 1 i 1 1

TOTAL OPERATING 1 001 0.0! 001 0.01 001 0.0
* SAPTAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 ! 1 1 1
*CHANGE IN REVENUES v 1 1 1 i 1 I

-UNO SOURCE .Thousands of Dollars)

1'002 Feceral Receiots 1 1 i 1 1 1
' CC3 Gr Matcn 1 1 1 ! 1 1
*«(04, GF _ 1 1 1 1 1 1
;" CC5 GF/Program Receiots 1 1 1 1 1 I
-CC6 GF/MHTIA 1 1 1 1 1 i

n7"ner | 1 i 1 1
i-qtal '’ 001 » 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1
Errimata or any currant year (Ft'SSi cost: s 0.0

:CSmONS
I FULL-TIME o.ul 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
j '‘ART-TIME : ; 1 1 1 1 |
| TEMPORARY > 1 - 1 1 1 1
'ANALYSIS: (Artacn a separate page if necessary)

Tnis biil revises Rule. 15, Alaska Ruies of Criminal Prccsdure, relating to depositions and, in so doing, adopts a
rule comparable to tne federal rule. A defendant's use of depositions in a criminal proceeding is supposed to be
rare. Tnis is because the defense is provided svith police reports and transcripts, a record of the grand jury
proceedings, and evidence held by the prosecution. Tne process of taking, depositions can be lengthy and

delays the entire judicial process in matters that should be set to go to trial quickly. Of more importance,
however, some judges allow the defense to take depositions from victims, including the victims of sexual abuse..
Tnis further traumatizes victims and can cause a victim to refuse to testify later at trial. The biil wiil have the
effect of setting stringent limits on the caking of depositions in criminal proceedings, allowing their use only in
exceptional circumstances. The bill will not have a fiscal impact an the Departmenrof Law.
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Aooroved bv Commissioner: S‘Iutcy I\(lI 3otelho. Animev. General Oate: 1/23/95
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FlSCAL NOTE Till Versionf523 26

STATE OF ALASKA m (H) Publish Date: 1/26/95

1595 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Cs(a: Daot. ACactsa. Alaska Court Svstam

An Actrevising Rule 15, Alasxa Rules 3RU: inal Courts

or Criminal Procedure Componerua:

iccriaor Reo. Parnell

-ecueator uUGicrary COMPONENT SER'AL NO 763

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES (Thouaanca of Delians)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 37 FY 38 FY 39 FYoo FYO1

PERSONAL SERVICES
"RAVEL
CONTRACTUAL 0.3
SUPPLIES 0.2
EQUIPMENT
LAND 1 STRUCTURES
GRANTS 1 CLAIMS
j TOTAL CFERAT7ING [ 1.0 i 0.0 | 0.0 i 0.0 |

mCAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | | | j
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )! | | | | |

“JNO SOURCE (Thousands cf Dollars)
j'C02 Federal flecalcts |

| "203 GF Match | [ j |

*CCA4GF | 1.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 0.0
*«COS GF/Program Recaiota !

-CC6 GF/MHTIA |

Ctnar 1 1 1 1 1
| TOTAL 1 1.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 |

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME | | |
PART-TIME | | |
TEMPORARY | i |

Eatimata of currant year (FY 25) coat 5 None °
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See attached analysis.

Phone: 264-8223
Cate: 0/ /5

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen lll, Staff Counsel
Agency: Alaska Coun System

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, Il, Administrative Director to /

" Oate: 01/25/95

Agency: Alaska Court System . .
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Alaska Court System
Fiscal Analysis

HS 26

This legislation will require revision of Criminal Rule 15 or the Alaska Rules of Court. It is

antidoatea that me rule will drafted by the court rules attcrney ana circulated to ail 3ar members.

Contractual
Sa32

Postage to mail the revised Criminal Rule to 2,SCO members of the Ear

Supplies

182

Printing sucolles: copier paper, anveloces, per page copier malntenanca charges, etc.

S1,014

Total
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Alaska Slate Megislature

ST

REPRESENTATIVE
SEAN R. PARNELL LT
i

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SPONSOR STATEMENT
House Bill 26

"An act revising Rule 15, Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure, relating to
depositions, to adopt the comparable federal rule."

HB 26 changes Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure to permit depositions of
victims and adverse witnesses only in exceptional circumstances.  Under the
bill, the defense will retain access to statements taken by police and grand jury
testimony of the victim and witnesses, as well as the ability to face the accuser

at the trial.

In practice, Alaska's current Rule 15 enables defense attorneys to take
numerous depositions of victims and witnesses, and provides fertile ground for
discovery abuse. The mishandling of this privilege slows due process,
unnecessarily burdens the courts, and serves to harass victims rather than
promoting the ends of justice. | respectfully request your support.



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

STATE OF ALASKA
*907) 463-3867 or 465-2430

r-LX é907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street. Suite 409
Mail Slap 3101 Juneau, Alaska 9P80I-210S
MEMORANDUM January 18, 1995
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 26. (Work Order No. 9-LS0147\A)
TO: Representative Sean Parnell

Attn: Richard Vitale
FROM: Gerald P. Luckhaupt
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bilL As a preliminary matter,
please note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative
interpretation of the bill - the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill repeals the current version of Alaska Rule of Criminal Procedure 15,
dealing with depositions of witnesses in criminal cases, and adopts in its place, as the Alaska
rule, Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 15.

GPL:gic
95-064.glc

»

SECTIONAL SUMMARY
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ANCHORAGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

mf501 South Bragaw Street ™ Anchorage, .Vlaska 09507-1599
Telephone (907) 786-8500

RIVK jly. ‘timm.
Mat/or Serve? Unce 13XJ

January 24, 1995

Representative Sean R. Pameil
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Parnell:

The Anchorage Police Department supports House Bill 26, which is an Act
revising Rule 15 of the Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure. This change will

ljjjo facilitate an equal administration of justice related to the taking of depositions by
adopting the comparable federal rule.

Sincerely,

Kevin M. O'Leary
Chief of Police





