


STATE p F  A LA SKA  F I Q P A I  M f l T P  B IL L  NO ; S B  2 5 6
1 9 9 6  LEG ISLA T IVE  S E S S IO N  f l O V M L h U I C

Revision Date: February 2 0 ,1 9 9 6 _____________________Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs
T itle: An Act relating to the offices of m ayor and BRU: n o n e ______________________________

and m ayor pro tem pore of a  seco n d  c la ss  ... C o m p o n e n t  n o n e ______________________________

S ponsor: S en . A dam s__________________________ _____________________________________________
R equestor: S en a te  C&RA C O M PO N E N T  SER IA L N O . "

E xpenditures/R evenues:_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS -

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| REVENUE FUND SOURCE"

FUNDING:__________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceipts
1003 GF Match 
100-1 GF
1005 G F/Program  R eceipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
O ther
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME I 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME T
TEMPORARY

E stim a to  of c u r re n t (FVS*. ir».. . none

ANALYSIS: (A tta in  a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e s sa ry )
U nder current sta tu tes , m ayors of seco n d  c ln ss  cities a re  e lected  from the  elected council m em bers by the 
council m em bers them selves. This legislation would c rea te  the  option of a  second city passing an ordinance that 
would piovide for the election of the m ayor by citv voters rather than the council. DCRA staff would certainly be 
involved In assisting  cities understand, and pe rh ap s implement, this option. The departm ent would a lso  likely 
p rep are  informational m aterials to e d u ca te  cities about this option. However, th ese  effort? would be absorbed  by 
existing departm ental staff and reso u rces. T he departm ent anticipates no significant fiscal impact a s  a 
co n seq u en ce  of this legislation.

P rep ared  by: Rem ond H enderson, Director f f i r t T W T c ]  Phone: 465-4708

Division: Division of Administrative S e r v i c e s ______________________ Date: 2720/96

A pproved by Com m issioner: Date: 2/20/96

A gency: Community & Regional Affairs___________________________________________________________
PREFARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
Pag e  1 o f 1



OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: SB256

1 Page 1, line 10, following "Within":

2 Delete "30"

3 Insert "45"

BY REPRESENTATIVE IVAN
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Official Business

AlaHka ̂ tatc IfogtBlature
Senator A1 Adams

S p o n so r S ta te m en t SB 256

WHILE IN SESSION 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 165-3707 
Fax 465-1821

OUT OF SESSION 
P.O. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3880

Under current law, the mayor of a second class city may not be 
elected by the voters. Mayors are elected by and from the council 
and serve a one-year term, unless a longer term is approved by 
o rd in an ce .

This bill, introduced at the request of the City of Savoonga and 
endorsed by the Alaska Municipal League, would amend the law so 
thut voters in a second class cities would have the option of directly 
electing their mayor.

This bill does not change the qualifications for mayor, powers and 
duties of the mayor or give the mayor veto power in second class 
cities.
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Official Business

Alaska lilate Sitgialaturs
Senator A1 Adams

W HILE IN SESSION 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3707 

Fax 465-4821

OUT OF SESSION 
P.O. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 

(907) 442-3880

April 16, 1996

TO: Rep. Ivan Ivan, Co-Chair
Rep. Alan Austerman, Co-Chair
House Community & Regional Affairs Committee

FROM: Sen. A1 A d a m s ^ '^ / ^

RE: SB 256 -S chedu ling  Request

I would appreciate it if you would schedule SB 256 for a hearing in 
the Community and Regional Affairs Committee.

Under current law, mayors of second class cities are elected by and 
from the elected city council members themselves. SB 256 would 
give the voters in a second class city the option of directly electing 
their m ayor.

This legislation was initially requested by the City of Savoonga, and 
the concept was endorsed by the Alaska M unicipal League 
Conference held last fall in Valdez.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.



§ 29.20.230 Municipal Government § 29.20.250as to which any pretended exercise of dis- ful. Reherd v. Mondcre, 66 F. Stipp. 620crction would have been in legal essence (D, Alaska 1946).arbitrary and wrongful and thus unlaw-
Collateral references. — 56 Am. Jur,2d, Municipal Corporations, Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions, §§ 231-336.
Sec . 29 .20 .230 . E le c t io n  an d  te rm  o f  m a y o r , (a ) The mayor o f a 

borough o r f irs t c lass city is elected a t la rg e . The m ayor o f a borough 
o r f irs t class city serves a term  o f  th ree  yea rs , un less by ordinance a 
d iffe ren t term not to exceed fou r ye a rs  is provided. The current term  o f 
an  incumbent m ayor m ay not be a lte red . The reg u la r term  o f a m ayor 
o f  a borough o r f irs t  class city begins on the firs t Monday fo llow ing 
certification o f  the election.

(b ) The m ayor o f  a  second c lass c ity is elected by and from  the 
council, and serves u n ti l a  successor is elected and qualifies. The coun­
c il o f  a second class city sh a ll m eet on the f i r s t  M onday a fte r certifica­
tion  o f  the regu la r e lection and e lect a m ayo r who takes office immedi­
a te ly . The m ayor o f  a second class c ity serves a one-year term , un less 
a  longe r term  is provided by ord inance. The m ayor o f  a second class 
city m ay serve on ly  w h ile  a m em ber o f  th e  council regard less o f the 
te rm  established fo r  the office o f  m ayor.

(c) Except by ord inance ra tified  by th e  voters, no lim it m ay be 
placed on the to ta l num ber o f  te rm s o r num ber o f  consecutive term s a 
m ayor may serve. (§ 7 ch 74 S LA  1985 )

Sec . 29 .20 .240 . Q u a li f ic a t io n s  f o r  th e  o f f ic e  o f  m ay o r , (a ) A 
vo te r o f  the m un ic ipa lity  is e lig ib le  to h o ld  the office o f m ayor in a
borough or firs t c lass city. A m em ber o f  the city council is e lig ib le to 
ho ld  the office o f  m ayo r in  a second c lass city.

(b ) Residency requ irem ents fo r  the office o f  m ayor not exceeding 
th ree years m ay be prescribed by ord inance. (§ 7 ch 74 SLA  1985)

S ec . 29 .20 .250 . P o w e r s  an d  d u t ie s  o f  m a y o r , (a ) I f  a municipal­
i ty  has not adopted a m anager p lan  o f  governm ent, the m ayor is the 
ch ie f adm in istra to r and the m ayor has the same powers and duties as 
those o f  a m anager unde r AS 29 .2 0 .5 0 0 .

(b ) The m ayor m ay ta ke  pa rt in  the discussion o f  a m atter before 
the governing body. The m ayor m ay not vote, except th at the m ayor o f  
a firs t class city o r  the m ayor o f  a borough w ith a manager form  o f
government may vote in the case o f  a tie. The m ayor o f  a sc-cond class
city, as a council m em ber, may vote on a l l  m atters. (§ 7 ch 74 SLA1985)

47



§ 29.20.260 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 29.20.280 § 29.20.300

Sec . 2 9 .2 0 .2 6 0 . E x e c u tiv e  ab sen ce . The borough m ayor, subject 
to assem bly approva l, sh a ll designate a person to act as m ayor du ring  
the borough m ayor’s tem porary absence o r d isability . I f  a m anager 
p lan has been adopted, the assembly sh a ll designate by reso lu tion  a 
borough adm in istra tive  o ffic ia l to act as manager du ring the m an ­
ager’s absence o r d isab ility . (§ 7 ch 74 SLA  1985)

Sec . 2 9 .2 0 .2 7 0 . V e to , (a ) Except as provided in (c) —  (e ) o f  th is 
section, the m ayor may veto an ordinance, resolution , motion, o r o ther 
action o f  the governing body and may s trik e  or reduce approp ria tion  
items.

(b ) A veto m ust be exercised before the next regu la r m eeting o f  the 
governing body and must be accompanied by a w ritten exp lanation  o f  
the reasons fo r  the veto. A  veto may be overridden by vote o f  two- 
th ird r f he au thorized membership o f the governing body w ith in  21 
days fo llow ing  exercise o f  the veto, o r a t the next regu la r meeting, 
whichever is la te r.

(c) The ve to  does not extend to
(1 ) app rop ria tion  items in a school budget ordinance;
(2 ) actions o f  the governing body sitting as the board o f equa lization  

or the board  o f  ad justment;

C (3 ) adoption o r repeal o f  a m anager p lan o f  government.
(d) The m ayo r o f  a second class city has no veto power.
(e ) The veto does not extend to an ordinance adopted under AS 

04 .11 .498 . T h is  subsection app lies to home ru le  and genera l law  m u­
n ic ipa lities. (§ 7 ch 74 SLA  1985 ; am §§ 13, 14 ch 80 SLA  1986 )Collateral references. — 5G Am. Ju r. 2d, Municipal Corporations, Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions, § 360. 62 C .J .S ., Municipal Corporations, § 421.Passing bill over veto. 2 A TJ t  1593.

Sec . 2 9 .2 0 .2 8 0 . V a c a n c y  in  th e  o ffic e  o f  m ay o r , (a ) The govern ­
ing body s h a ll, by two-thirds concurring vote, declare the office o f  
m ayo r vacan t on ly  when the person elected

(1 ) fa ils  to q u a lify  o r take office w ith in 30 days a fte r e lection o r 
appointm ent;

(2 ) un less excused by the governing body, is physica lly absent fo r 
90  consecutive days;

(3 ) resigns and the resignation is accepted;
(4 ) is phys ica lly  o r m en ta lly  unab le to perform  the duties o f  office;
(5 ) is convicted o f  a fe lony o r o f  nn offense invo lv ing a v io la tion  o f  

the oath o f  office ;
(6 ) is convicted o f a fe lony o r m isdemeanor described in AS 15 .56 ;
(7 ) is convicted o f  a  v io la tion  o f  AS 16.13;
(8 ) no longe r physica lly  resides in the municipality ; o r
(9 ) i f  a m em ber o f  the govern ing body in a second class city, m isses 

th ree consecutive regu la r meetings and is not excused.
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§ 29.20.300 M u n ic ip a l  G o v e r n m e n t § 29.20.310

(b ) A vacancy in the office o f  m ayo r occurring six months before a 
regu la r election sha ll be fille d  by the governing body. The person 
appointed serves un til the next re g u la r election when a successor is 
elected to serve the balance o f the te rm . I f  a member o f the governing 
body is appointed m ayor, the m em ber sh a ll resign the seat on the 
governing body. I f  a vacancy occurs m ore than six months before a 
regu la r election, the govern ing body sh a ll ca ll a special election to f i l l  
the unexpired term .

(c) Notw ithstanding (b) o f th is section, a vacancy in the office o f 
m ayor o f a second class city sh a ll be fi l le d  by and from  the council. A 
m ayor appointed under th is subsection serves the balance o f the te rm  
to which appointed, except the m ayo r m ay serve on ly while a member 
o f  the council. (§ 7 ch 74 SLA  1985 )

A r t ic le  4 . B o a rd s  a n d  C om m iss ion s .

Section Section300. School boards 320. Other boards and commissions310. Utility boards
Sec . 29 .20 .300 . S c h o o l b o a rd s , (a ) Each municipal school d istric t 

nets a school board. Except as provided in  (b) o f th is section, members 
o f a school board are elected a t the re g u la r election fo r th ree-year 
term s and u n til th e ir successors ta ke  office. Members are elected a t 
la rge un less a d iffe ren t method oi e lection has been approved by the' 
voters in a regu la r election.

(b) The assembly is the school board fo r a th ird  class borough. The 
m ayor is the presiding officer o f  the assembly and president o f the 
school board. However, the m ayor m ay not veto an action o f  the school 
board. (§ 7 ch 74 SLA  1985)Cross references. — For further provi- Collateral references. — 56 Am. Ju r.sions relating to school boards, see A S 2d, Municipal Corporations, Counties, and14.14. Other Political Subdivisions, §§ 231-336.

Sec. 29 .20 .310 . U t i l i t y  b o a rd s , (a ) The governing body o f a m u­
n ic ipa lity operating a public u t i lity  m ay provide by ordinance fo r a 
u tility  board o f  five members and define the board ’s powers and du­
ties.

(b ) As determ ined by ordinance, members o f a u tility  board are 
e ither appointed by the m ayor and confirmed by the governing body o r 
are elected a t a regu la r election. The te rm  o f a u tility  board member is 
two years and un til a  successor is selected and qualifies. However, the 
governing body may by ord inance provide fo r a d ifferen t term  not to 
exceed fou r years. The cu rren t te rm  o f  an elected incumbent may not 
be a ltered . 49



WALRUS CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 
SAVOONGA, ALASKA

CITY OF SAVOONGAP .O . B O X  8 7  S A V O O N G A , A L A S K A  9 9 7 6 9  P H O N E  9 8 4 -6 6 ) 4

NOVEMBER 22 .1995

TO: SENATOR AL ADAMS 
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATIVE 
STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK.

99801-1182

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AMENDMENT 
TITLE 29 CHANGES

DEAR SENATOR ADAMS.

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND A RESOLUTION NO. 96-01 AS PASSED DURING THE 
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE CONFERENCE AT VALDEZ. ALASKA.
IF THIS RESOLUTION NEEDS TO BE INTRODUCED TO THE STATE LEGISLATIVE 
I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE IF YOU WOULD SUPPORT IT AND 
INTRODUCE IT AS WELL. THANK YOU.

c iM r p o m  v
^ERRYWVONGITTILIN SR. MAYOR 
CITY OF SAVOONGA

C.C: REP. RICHARD FOSTER 
LT. GOVERNOR FRAN ULMER



Introduced by : City o f Savoonga, Alaska 
Date: November 1 3, 1995

Resolution o f the Alaska Municipa l League 

Resolution No. 96-01

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN AMENDMENT TO AS TITLE 29 
TO GIVE AN OPTION TO SECOND CLASS CITIES 

TO PERMIT THEIR MAYOR TO BE ELECTED 
DIRECTLY BY THE VOTERS.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Municipal League supports the policy o f providing 
municipalities w ith the maximum of flex ib ility  and local contro l in the 
exercise o f municipal powers, and

WHEREAS, under current law, the mayor of a second class c ity  must be 
elected from and by the council and may not be elected directly by the 
voters,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED tha t the Alaska Municipal League 
supports amendments to AS T itle 29 tha t will perm it second class cities 
the choice o f whether to elect the mayor directly by the voters or to  
continue to  elect the mayor from and by the council.

This resolution was approved fo r submission to the Alaska Municipal 
League membership by the governing body of City o f Savoonga, Alaska on 
November 09, 1995.



R e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  A la s k a  M un ic ip a l L e ag u e  

R e s o lu t io n  N o . 9 6 -7

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN AMENDMENT TO AS TITLE 29 
TO GIVE AN OPTION TO SECOND CLASS CITIES 

ID  PERMIT THEIR MAYOR TO BE ELECTED DIRECTLY BY VOTERS

W H E R E A S , th e  A la s k a  M u n ic ip a l L eagu e  s u p p o r ts  th e  p o lic y  o f  p r o v id in g  
m u n ic ip a lit ie s  w i th  th e  m a x im u m  f le x ib i li ty  a n d  lo c a l c o n t r o l in  th e  e x e rc ise  o f  
m u n ic ip a l p o w e rs ; a n d

W H E R E A S , u n d e r  c u r re n t  la w , th e  m a y o r  o f  a second  c la ss  c ity  m u s t be e le c te d  f r o m  
a n d  b y  th e  c o u n c i l a n d  m a y  n o t  b e  e lec ted  d ire c t ly  b y  th e  v o te rs ,

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that th e  A la s k a  M u n ic ip a l L e a g u e  s u p p o r ts  
a m e n d m e n ts  to  A S  T it le  2 9  th a t  w i l l  p e rm it second c lass c ities  th e  ch o ice  o f  w h e th e r  to  
e le c t th e  m a y o r  d i re c t ly  b y  th e  v o te rs  o r  to  c on tin u e  to e le c t th e  m a y o r  f r o m  an d  b y  th e  
c o u n c il.
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