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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
House Bill 167 establishes an Alaska Native language and culture education program in a school that enrolls Native children. 
Enrollment in this program is voluntary. The legislation directs the department to provide technical assistance to school districts, 
schools, and post-secondary institutions for training in teaching methods, curriculum development, testing and testing mechanisms, 
and the development of materials for the Native education programs. Please see attached sheet for analysis.
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Personal Services:

1 Full-time Education Specialist fl. Ranee 21: S70.7 
Primary Responsibilities:

Provide technical assistance to school districts, schools, and post-secondary 
institutions for training Alaska Native education teachers and teachers' 
aides.

Facilitate in the development of curriculum, testing and testing mechanisms, 
and materials for Alaska Native education programs.

Administer contracts that provide workshops, sessions, and/or on-site training 
to assist school districts, schools, and post-secondary institutions in 
delivering an Aiaska Native language and culture education 
program.

1 Half-time Administrative Clerk II. Ranee. 3. (.51: $16.7.
P r im a l Responsibilities:

Clerical support for Education Specialist in working with school districts, 
schools, post-secondary institutions to develop an Alaska Native language 
and culture education p ogram.

Travel:
Department of Education technical assistance, facilitating training: $10.0 

Contractual:
Professional service contracts: Contractual services to provide technical assistance, 

workshops, sessions, and/or on-site training with school districts, schools, and 
post-secondary institutions: $250.0

Phone, postage, photocopying: $5.3

Audioconferencing with school districts, schools, and post-secondary institutions: 
$2.0

Supplies:

Supplies associated with positions: $ 0.5 

Equipment:

Equipment associated with positions: $ 5.5
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

H ouse B ill 167 w ould m ove the A laskan  ed u ca tio n  sy stem  into  
the fo re fro n t o f the nation 's  e ffo rts  to re c o g n :ze d iv e rs ity , to 
p ro m o te  and p reserv e  cu ltu ra l h e ritag e , and to insu re  access  to 
the rich  legacy o f our A m erican  ancesto rs to all s tu d en ts. A 
co m p reh en s iv e  p ro g ram  for A la sk a  N ative la n g u ag e  and 
cu ltu re , such as is o ffered in HB 167, w ill enco u rag e  those 
ed u ca to rs  and m em bers o f the co n cern ed  p u b lic , both N ative  
and n o n -N a tiv e , to expand cu rricu la r o ffe rin g s  in w ays tha t 
are d irec tly  re lev an t to the ir studen ts. It w ill a lso  g rea tly  add 
to the  v ision  o f A m erica  as both a d iverse  and in teg ra ted  
n a t io n .

This B ill does not m andate  th a t school d is tric ts  c rea te  sp ec ific  
p ro g ram s for N ative  language and cu ltu re . R ather, it a llow s 
and au tho rized  d is tr ic ts  to u n d ertak e  the d e lic a te  and 
co m p lica ted  tasks req u ired  to c rea te  c o n c re te  and e ffec tiv e  
c ro ss -c u ltu ra l cu rricu la . U n d er the g u id e lin es  e s ta b lish e d  by 
HB 167, d is tric ts  are encou raged  to n e tw o rk  w ith  o ther 
n o n sec ta rian  in s titu tio n s  to ga in  c u rric u la r  d ep th  in A la sk a  
N ative language and cu ltu re . D istric ts  are a lso  d irec ted  to 
e s ta b lish  and m ain ta in  e ffe c tiv e , in d iv id u a liz e d  co m m u n ica tio n  
w ith  paren ts  to forge h o m e -s c h o o l  p a rtn e rsh ip s  fo r A laska  
N ative cu rricu la r innovation . P a rt o f  this d irec tiv e  is the 
e s ta b lish m e n t o f a  paren t co m m ittee  s im ila r to  those m ade 
av a ilab le  in C h icago  schools d u rin g  th e ir ex ten s iv e  
re s tru c tu rin g . HB 167 also encourages d is tric ts  to inc lude  
ch ild ren  who are not A laska N ative  in the new  co u rses  and 
a c tiv itie s  w hen re so u rces  are av a ilab le .

R eflec tin g  the h igh ly  p ro g ressiv e  and p ro ac tiv e  p o lic ie s  o f the 
S tate  o f  M inneso ta , this Bill a lso  b roadens the o p p o rtu n itie s  
d is tr ic ts  have to find  and h ire  q u a lified  in s tru c to rs  fo r th e ir 
A laska  N ative language and cu ltu re  p rogram s. T h is  leg is la tio n  
d em o n stra tes  tha t the S tate  o f  A laska  is co n ce rn ed  w ith  
c re a tin g  richness and d iv e rs ity  w ith in  its schoo l c u rric u la , and
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also  th a t the S tate  ac tive ly  seeks to recogn ize  and u tilize  the 
s tren g th s  o f  all o f its peop le  fo r the b e tte rm en t o f its ch ild ren . 
P assage o f H ouse B ill 167 w ould  signal the nation  and the 
w orld  th a t A laska is ready  to  m eet the goals o f  A m erica  2000, 
and the g lobal goals o f  inc lu sion , d iv e rs ity , and cu ltu ra l 
p r e s e r v a t io n .

I w ou ld  s trong ly  urge y o u r su p p o rt for H ouse B ill 167.
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

R ep re se n ta tiv e  Ivan  Ivan , C o -C h a irm an
and R ep re se n ta tiv e  A lan  A u ste rm an , C o -C h a irm an
H ouse C om m unity  and R eg ional A ffa irs  C om m ittee

R e p re se n ta tiv e  Iren e  N ich o lia

F eb ru a ry  28, 1995

Schedu ling  o f H ouse B ill 167

I w ould  like to req u est a hearing  o f H B 167, "An A ct re la ting  to 
e d u ca tio n a l p ro g ram s for A lask a  N ative  lan g u ag es , c u ltu re , and 
h is to ry , to teachers  o f A laska  N ative  lan guages and cu ltu re  and 
h is to ry , and to A lask a  N ative T each ers ,"  in the H ouse  C om m unity  and 
R eg io n a l A ffa irs  C om m ittee .

A ttach ed  p lease  find a copy  o f the S po n so r s ta tem en t and Sectional 
an a ly sis  fo r th is  bill.

T h an k  you for yo u r tim ely  co n sid e ra tio n  o f HB 167.
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M E M O R A N D U M February 27, 1995

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 167 (Educational programs for Alaska 
Native languages, culture, and history)

TO:

FROM :

Representative Irene Nicholia

\  /
Teresa B. Cramer y
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill. As a preliminary matter, 
note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative interpretation 
o f  the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its contents.

Section 1 enacts new statutes related to Alaska Native Language and Culture Education 
Programs.

Sec. 14.03.210 describes what an Alaska Native language and culture education 
program consists of Its purpose is to provide Alaska Native students with an understanding 
o f  their language, history, and cultural heritage. Subsection (b) sets out possible program 
components and permits school districts to enter into contracts with other nonsectarian 
schools for the provision o f one or more of the components.

Sec. 14.03 220 requires that enrollment in a program be voluntary. Under subsection
(b), children who are not Alaska Natives may enroll if the enrollment is economically feasible.

Sec. 14.03.230 requires that these programs be held in regular schools and prohibits 
assigning students to schools in ways that result in segregation.

Sec. 14.03.240 requires that Alaska Native students participate fully and on an equal 
basis with their peers in courses that are predominantly nonverbal, including art, music, and 
physical education classes.

Sec. 14.03.250 sets out requirements for Alaska Native language and culture 
education teacher certificates.

Sec. 14.03.260 prohibits districts from replacing existing teachers with Alaska Native 
language and culture teachers. Under subsection (b), the commissioner o f education may 
grant exemptions to the certification requirements o f Sec. 14.03.250. Under subsection (c), 
Alaska Native language and culture teachers must be compensated under a salary schedule 
that is at least equivalent to the salary schedule for teachers holding standard teaching 
certificates. Under subsection (d), the district must give preference to and make affirmative 
efforts to employ persons who share the culture of the Alaska Native children who are
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enrolled in the program. The school district is also required to involve parent committees in 
hiring procedures.

Sec. 14.03.270 provides for teachers' aides and community coordinators.
Sec. 14.03.280 directs that parents of children enrolled in a program be involved in 

the program to the maximum extent possible and requires parent committees where there are 
10 or more Alaska Native children enrolled in the program. Under subsection (c), the parent 
committee adopts a resolution each year indicating whether it concurs or disagrees with-the 
school board's education programs for Alaska Native children.

Sec. 14.03.290 sets out the duties o f the state Board of Education and the 
Commissioner of Education. Under subsection (a), the Board o f Education is directed to 
provide for the maximum involvement of parents, secondary students, teachers and teachers' 
aides in the programs, teachers who are Alaska Natives themselves, community groups, and 
people who are knowledgeable about Alaska Native education. Under subsections (b) and
(c), the Commissioner of Education is directed to provide technical assistance and apply for 
federal money for Alaska Native education.

Sec. 14,03.400 defines "program" and school district" for the previous statutory 
sections.

Sec. 2 removes reference to the limited certificate for Alaska Native language and culture 
since it will be replaced with the certificate provided under Sec. 14.03.250 above.

Sec. 3 provides that a teacher who holds a certificate issued under Sec. 14.03.250 is 
considered a certificated teacher for purposes of teachers’ tetirement and is considered to hold 
a standard teaching certificate for purposes o f acquiring tenure.

Sec. 4 directs that school districts in which there are at least 10 Alaska Native students 
actively recruit teacher applicants who are Alaska Natives.

TC.glc
95-172.glc
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Isaac Juneby 

Box 107
Eagle, Alaska 99738 

February 13, 1995

Representative Alan Austerman, Chairman 

House Committee,Community and Regional Affairs 

Alaska State House of Representatives 

State Capital 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Clear Representative Austerman:

I am writing to comment on HB 160 and HB 167,sponsored by 

Representative Nicholia. I am asking you as .Chairman of the CRA to 

support the passage of these important bills I am proponent of Native 
Education and Culture programs in our schools.

Because, I have seen for many years that Native Languages do 

disappear and die, my wife and I have been involved for years that this 

does not happen to the Han Language. Both my wife and ! have been 

involved with the Han Literacy Workshops put on by the Yukon College of 

Whitehorse and Council of Yukon Indians.

Let me explain why I think these two bills are important. First 

and foremost, I was one of of the unfortunates that couldn't speak my 

Native Language in School. It was a horrible experience to be scared and 

punished for not being able to speak my Native Language in school. I 

have been deprived of my identity and heritage.

This to me was a violation of the United States Code of Human 

Rights. Nobody should be punished for who and what they are. These 2 

bills are what's needed for many of our children in the villages. The 

Cultural awareness, language, identity and self-esteem are knowledge 

that all Native Children should know in order to survive today's world.

I have difficult time with many of the rural school'’ teaching 

Russian, French, Spanish and German and ignoring the Native Languages. I 

believe if there were some respect for our people's culture, we wouldn't 

be having misunderstanding about one's heritage as we do now.

I know what can happen to any language if the interests are not 

there to enhance it's survival. We need to emphasize the importance of 

their existence. I am appealing to you and your Committee to make sure 

that some of our languages are not history, and having children read and



study in the scrrools, and saying that "There was once a Tribe of 

Athabascan Indians".I know that you will do everything in your Committee 

to make sure that this does not happen. I am asking for your support to 
see that these bills are passed in your Committee.

If you have any questions, callme at (907) 547-2281.

Representative Irene Nicholia 

Alaska State House of Representatives 
State Capital 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Ivan Ivan

Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capital

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Pete Kott

Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capital

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative A1 Vezey

Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capital

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Representaive Kim Elton

Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capital

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Jerry Mackie 

Alaska State- House of Representatives 
State Capital 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Senator Georgianna Lincoln 
Alaska State Senate 

State Capital 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Sir

Isaac Juneby

C/C
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IRENE L. SGLOMON-ARNOLD 
P.O. BOX 545 
TOK, ALASKA 99730 
FEBRUARY 22, 1 995

Representative Alan Austerman, Chairman 
House Committee, Communitv and Reaional A ffa irs

1 j

Alaska State House or Representatives 
State Capital'

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Austerman:
I am writing this le tte r regarding the House Bills 1 60 and 1 67 which 

is sponsored by Representative Nicholia. I have great concern regarding 
the passages of these bills because I am d irectly involved in the 
Athabascan Language Teaching in Tok. I know from experience tha t there 
is no support for promoting Native Languages in our schools. I believe the 
passage of these bills will enhance and highlight the revival o f our Native 
Languages in the public schools.

I began teaching my Language, Tanacross Athabascan, in Sept. 1992 
when the Tok Indian Education Councils in itiated the program into our 
local public school system. A t tha t time I was employed as OSAP Youth 
Counselor at a local agency office when the this part time job became 
available I applied for it and was selected to began teaching. Since I was 
not knowledgeable in any teaching method I was fortuna te enough in being 
sent to  Yukon Native Language Centre in Whitehorse, Yukon Canada fo r 
training in the oral method of teaching. The reason this program is a 
success in this school is because of tha t training. I am going to receive a 
Teacher's Certificate from Yukon College in June o f 1 995 which is no t a 
recognized certificate in Alaska but, I believe, these three years of 
training has been a plus fo r this language class.

Now the problem is this, in all the years o f tra ining fo r this 
certificate I have had no financial assistance from the Alaska Gateway 
School District, Tanana Chiefs Conference Education Department or the 
Alaska State Education system. All my training has been financed by 
Yukon Native Education Council Committee which includes my room, board 
and travel expenses fo r one week twice a year. If these two bills were 
lecognized and passed this can be corrected for anyone who is seeking an 
education or a job as Native Language Teacher. Even though I am still 
struggling with the present school system to  accept my Native Language
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as part of the school curriculum I continue seeking ways to further my 
education in this field. I am the f r s t  and only graduate o f Native 
Language Education in Associate of Applied Science Degree from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks in May 1994. I find tha t teaching and 
preserving my language important enough to sacrifice a full time wages 
and benefits for a part time job with no benefits.

I hope this personal statement will ge t some positive response for 
the House Biils 160 and 167. If you need to contact me for further 
personal support I can be reached at (907) 833-2312 or (907) 383-5161.

S incerely. a
J&LwX. H  , ^ o \  <7,110 )  -W u 'u U  

Irene L. Solomon-Arnold
C/C
Representative Irene Nicholia 
Alaska State House of Representative 
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Senator Georgianna Lincoln 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Jerry Mackie 
Alaska State House of Representative 
Si?nti Capital /
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182


