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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 260

This legislation would name in statute the state airport at Petersburg the 
“Petersburg James A. Johnson Airport.” jim  has been Alaska’s ambassador 
at Alaska Airlines since assuming his Seattle position.

Jim went to work for Alaska Coastal Airlines in Petersburg during his high 
school years. Jim rose through the ranks when Coastal combined with Ellis 
Airlines to become the general sales manager in Juneau in 1962. When 
Coastal Ellis merged with Alaska Airlines in 1968 he was promoted to the 
position of vice-president of sales and general sales manager and moved to 
the company’s headquarters in Seattle.

Except for the firs t year of his life, Jim spent his formative years in 
Alaska. Growing up in Petersburg gave him the perspective of rural Alaskan 
life and it was this immersion that gave Jim the Alaskan mind set that 
never left him. He was raised in a community with a strong work ethic.

It was this upbringing that allowed Jim to continue to identify with 
Alaskans and the ir sometimes unique problems while working in Seattle. 
This experience was a benefit to Alaskans and Alaska Airlines -  having 
someone knowledgeable of Alaska and who cared about Alaska was a win- 
win benefit to all who traveled by air .

Jim was selected as Alaskan of the year in 1992 by the state Chamber of 
Commerce. He has been honored by the Petersburg and Sitka Chambers. 
Juneau has honored Jim by declaring June 3 to be “Jim Johnson Day.”

A fitting tribute to Jim and to the town that shaped him would be to honor 
both by naming the state airport at Petersburg the “Petersburg James A. 
Johnson Airport.” The City Council of Petersburg has passed a unanimous 
resolution in favor of naming the airport in Jim’s honor.

I urge you to look favorably upon this legislation -- so that we can honor 
the Alaskan who spent so many years promoting and benefiting Alaska 
because of his work at Alaska Airlines.
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CITY O F PETERSBURG
P .O . BO X  329 • PETERSBU RG , A LA SK A  99833 

TE LEPH O N E  (9 0 7 ) 772 -4511 
T ELECO P IER  (9 0 7 ) 772 -3759

Resolution No. 1342-R

A RESOLUTION HONORING JIM JOHNSON AND REQUESTING THE STATE OF 
ALASKA RENAME THE PETERSBURG STATE AIRPORT THE JAMES A. JOHNSON 
AIRPORT.

Whereas, Jim Johnson spent his formative years in 
Petersburg, Alaskaj and

Whereas, Jim Johnson's first job in the airline industry for 
Alaska Coastal Airlines was in Petersburg, Alaskaj and

Whereas, that job led to a long and distinguished career 
with Alaska Airlines; and

Whereas, Jim Johnson used his position at Alaska Airlines to 
promote not only the growth and strengthening of Alaska Airlines, 
but the State of Alaska and its' citizens; and

Whereas, his tireless efforts on hehalf of the State of 
Alaska have enriched the people of the State and they have 
acknowledged that by honoring him as Alaskan of the Year in 1992.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City 
of Petersburg, Alaska to request the State of Alaska to further 
honor Jim Johnson by naming the Petersburg airport the James A. 
Johnson airport.

Passed and Approved by the City Council of the City of 
Petersburg, Alaska this day of 1993.

%■ 4 5 L w / L d .
Mayor

A1TE?T:

C I T Y  O F  P E TE R S B U R G



■ ■ ; f  ■. * \  ,v  '■ 3 ■ : ■■ ' \  v ■; •' 'Johnson retires from Alaska Airlines after 42 years service
A fo rm e r Petersbu rg ian  who 

pu lled  h im s e lf up by h is own 
b o o ts trap s  is  re t i r in g  from  
A laska A ir lin e s  on June 30 .

T h e  c om p an y  is h eap ing  
p ra ise upon  Jam es A . “ J im " 
Johnson , now  o f  Seattle , a 4 2 -  
yca r veteran w ith the line .

He rose from  a temporary and 
p a rt- t im e  s u m m e r lu g g ag e - 
io ad e r on  f lo a t  p lanes in the 
Petersburg B o a t H a rbo r, to the 
position o f  sen io r vice president 
o f  pub lic  a f fa i r s  fo r  A la sk a ’ s 
largest com m erc ia l a ir carrier.

Johnson has long  been ca lled  
“ M r. A la ska " b y  a ir lin e  o ffic ia ls  
fo r  his e ffo r t s  to  h e lp  peop le  
beyond the c a ll o f  n o rm a l duty, 
p a rticu la r ly  as lia ison  between 
the lin e  and the A la sk a  state
government.

In  1 9 9 2  he  w as nam ed 
"A la skan  o f  the Y e a r "  by the 
state C h am b e r o f  C om m e rce  
because o f  the he lp  he has given 
to A laska  businessm en seeking 
to do business outside the state.

He has a lso  been honored by 
th e  lo c a l  C h a m b e r s  o f  
C o m m e rc e  in  S i t k a  and  
P e te rsbu rg , w ho  extended  to 
h im  h o n o r a r y  l i f e t im e  
memberships last year.

A nd the m a y o r  o f  Juneau 
recen tly  dec la red  June 3 to be 
“ J im  J o h n s o n  D a y . "  T h e  
Fa irbanks m ay o r a lso  named a 
Jay a fte r him  last year:

A lthough  it has o fte n  been 
rum ored that Johnson  was bom  
in Pe tersbu rg , he said that isn ’ t 
true.

He was b o rn  in C heyenne , 
W yo ., and m oved  here with his 
patents when he was one.

He was s t ill in sch oo l when 
he went to w o rk  pa rt-tim e fo r  
E ld o r L ee , s ta tion  m anager o f  
A la sk a  C o a s ta l A ir lin e s , in 
1949.

A f t e r  g ra d u a t in g  fro m  
Pe te rsbu rg  H ig h  S c h o o l in- 
1951, he went to w ork fu ll-tim e  
fo r  C o a s ta l as an " a g e n t ,"  
se lling  tickets , lo ad ing  p lanes, 
and doing an assortment o f  other 
tasks.

T he re  was no  a irp o rt here 
then, and floa t planes landed and
loot- off in iho tw il ti-»rl>or

s t i l l  liv e s  here. S o  d o e s  h is 
b ro th er, John Johnson , head o f  
the Petersburg Job Se rv ice .

H is sister, Lo is R hodes , is a 
sch oo l teacher in Sitka .

John son  said he p la n s  to 
com e here this sum mer to  v is it 
his fam ily .

an d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  f r o m  
com m un ity  c o lle g e s  to Ju n io r 
Achievement.

“ H is  p e o p le  s k i l l s  a rc  
illu s tra ted  by  the m illio n s  o f  
d o lla rs  he ra ised  fo r  S e a tt le ’ .. 
W o o d la n d  P a rk  Z o o , "  sa id  
R aym ond V ccc i, cha irm an  and 
ch ie f execu tive o ff ic e r  o f  A laska 
A irlines.

H is m othe r, C o ra  Johnson ,

As fo r  retircmcnt--hc p lans to 
put his new boat to use w ith 
som e  spo rt fish ing  in Pug e t 
S o u n d , a ls o  s ta r t in g  th is  
sum mer.

He said he plans to con tinue  
m aintain ing his home in S ea tt le  
du ring  the summers, and spend 
w inters in Mesa, A riz .

John Johnson com pa red  J im  
w ith  a H o ra tio  A lg c r - ly p e  o f  
h e ro -h a rd -w o rk in g , in te llig en t, 
and making it on his ow n .

A lge r, an Am erican n o ve lis t , 
w ro te  m a in ly  abou t such s e l f -  
made men.

M arg ie  Johnson , a C o rd o v a  
innkeeper and im m ed ia te  past 
p res iden t o f  the A la sk a  S la te  
C h am b e r o f  C om m e rce , sa id  
J im  Johnson "is the ep itom e  o f  
a sm a il-tow n  boy  w ho m ade  
good . And he never fo rg o t  h is 
roo 's . He exem p lifies the caring  
sp irit o f  rura l A laska , w here y ou  
can depend on peop le."

( J )  In  1 956 , he m arried  D o r is  
H o lling sw orth , and they m oved 
to  Juneau to continue his w o rk  
w ith Coastal. He and D o ris  have 
tw o children.

In  1959 he was on Annette 
Is land , and in 1960 to 1962 in 
S itk a .

H e returned to  J u r  nu in 
19 62  when Coastal merged with 
E lli s  A ir lin e s , and he became 
general sales manager.

W h en  the m e rg e r  w ith  
A la sk a  A ir lin e s  o ccu rred  in 
1 968 , he was prom oted to v ice 
president o f  sales and genera l 
sales manager, and moved to the 
com pany ’ s main headquarters in 
Seattle .

He has remained there fo r  the 
past 25  years, and com pleted his 
4 2 n d  yea r o f  total serv ice  w ith 
the line on M ay 15.

He lias served on 21 boards

f c . i t  P i l o tJ u

J
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Jim Johnson: “Mr. Alaska”
ini J< Jinson is an American original. Story­
teller. Philanthropist. Tireless worker. 
Suprem e optimist. I In's one o f  an increas­
ingly rare breed w h o  has thrived and risen 
to the top in his field by doing the work 

and learning as lie progressed. 11 tough Jim  never 
earned a college degree, I lis cftt >ns and expertise 
have earned him the respect o f  his peers 
throughout the airline industry. I lis brother likens 
him to f loratio Alger, a hard-working, intelligent 
guy w h o  m ade it on his own.

Fo r -i2 years. Jim  has helped define Alaska 
Airlines. lie  retires next m onth as senior vice  
presi- lent—a long w ay from his first job loading 
bags on  floatplanes in his Southeast Alaska hom e 
of Petersburg, a com m unity  close to his heatt.

“He's the epitom e o f  a small-town boy w h o  
m ade good," says longtim e friend Margie 
Jo h nso n  o f  Cordova, Alaska. “And he never for­
got his roots. I le exem plifies the caring spirit o f  
rural Alaska, where you can depend on people."

She  knows. W hen she broke her back in a car 
a ccident in California, the first phone call she 
rece ived  at the hospital was not from a family 
m em ber, but Jim Johnson.

H e  has headed u p  our pub lic affairs efforts 
for the last 19 years, helping shape airline and 
business-related pub lic po licy  and providing a 
link betw een the com pany and the com m unities 
w e serve. But his a ccom plishm ents go  beyond 
his formal corporate position. Jim's know ledge 
o f the airline industry, along with his big heart, 
qu ick  smile, willingness to listen, timely hum or 
and strong sense o f  business responsibility have 
tou ch ed  thousands over tl te years.

N icholas Nathan, a toddler from  Boise, is a 
good  example. W hen weather precluded a n on ­
profit group's plane from Hying him to San 
Francisco  for treatment related to his battle with 
eye  cancer. Jim  m ade sure Nicholas and his 
m other got a round-trip ride on  Alaska Airlines. 
Similar stories abound and have eat tied Jim  the 
title, “Mr. Alaska."

Jim ’s use o f  com pany resources to help people 
only tells part o f  the story. I le generously gives 
his o w n  time and energy to worthwhile causes. 
He's served  on  21 boards o r  com m ittees, from  
com m unity  colleges to Junior Achievem ent. 1 (is 
peop le skills are illustrated by the millions o f dol­
lars he  raised f or Seattle's W oodland Park Zoo,

In addition, lie's been an unofficial ambas­
sador for the state o f  Alaska, tirelessly promoting

it as a tourist destination and 
serving as an insightful, pas­
sionate advocate o f the state's 
needs and desires in the c o r ­
porate arena. For years,
Alaskans looking to do  busi­
ness outside tl testate enlisted 
his gu idance and in troduc­
tions. Thai's one  reason w h y  
Jim  was named "Alaskan o f 
the Tear" for 1992. an hont >r 
that's particular!) notable 
because he hasn't lived in the 
state for 25 years.

“H e really should have 
been a politician. No o n e  
w ins friends and influences 
peop le  like Jim," says Ralph Munro, Washing­
ton ’s Secretary o f  State. From  powerful lawmak­
ers to oil field workers, relating to people o f ail 
walks is ( m e iif lint's enduring qualities. I le pos­
sesses:! remai kahle ability to make each person 
he deals with feel special, because Jim  is so gen­
uine in Ills interest andta tncern,

Jim  was sales manager Id ' a i '  H illis 
Airlines w hen that Southe: ,er was
m erged with Alaska Airlim i. Charlie 
Willis, then president o f  Al.'skn Airlines. quip|x:d 
that the price o f the acquisition was worth every 
jtenny justtogotjim .

I le was right. Jim  has pl;H ed a part in many < >f 
o u r greatest achievements: charter service to the 
Soviet Union at the height o f the Co ld  War. 
expansion southward with the daw n o f airline 
industry deregulation, and the launch o f sched­
uled service toil ie Russian Far F. tsi.

Jim  played a key role in transitioning the airline 
from o n e  management team to another in 1972. 
T w o  form er chairm en of'Alaska Airlines. Bruce 
K ennedy  and Ron ( osgrave. credit Jim  with giv­
ing credibility to the tic ,v regime at a time when 
creditors and customers w ere ready to give lip.

With his genuine concern  lbr|x’i iple.Jimisthe 
personification o f what makes ,'laska Airlines 
s|x*cial. W hile his counsel will be just a phone call 
away, his day-to-day contributions will be 
missed immensely. W e express < >ur gratitude t< > 
Jim  for bis dedication and serv ice over i2 years, 
and u  isl i him and his v\ ile. Hi >rR the I lest as they 
begin a new  chapter in their lives

—Rav.m( ino |. V i i i i 
<J u w v u n U ^ v s i't fruM iih J in ' l' lix v ijtm  v  < >/Jhvr

James A. Johnson , 
sen io r  Vice 

President , A lo sko  
Ai.-lincs & A la ska  

Air G roup

P U B L IS H E D  A R T I C L E S  F E A T U R IN G  
H R . JA M ES  A . JOHNSON
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m u Vi Oik u a MMIwJim  Jo h n so n  o f A laska Alrilnam: 'I toodod the airplane;. i was the janitor. You name it. I did a tittles bit of everything.'

Is

He’s conning in for a
By JAMES MocPHERSON

w
JUNEAU COLOR

SJfai«r̂ —Atte p-4-2-yesrs with Alaskayou'll*ee that heknow* oc AjflineS, s e n lo r  V p  Jtmstrangers.“ Hey, Jim ," shouts a baggage handier over the whine of a )et engine. Johnson ac­knowledges with • warn smile and asks nov the .nan and his family are doing -  and 11 the ft: a are biting,' Others, from ticket acenu to pilots receive . the same smile and small talk.. After 42 years with Alaska Airlines, John »co ha* made countless friends, many or ' Whom refer to him »  "Mr. Alaska. "H e is rv- ; tiring Wednesday u  the airline's senior v i c e  Vpresident -  afar cry from Petersburg, where .. be began.his career os a baggage handler. '-rvvRetlranan ceremonies honoring Johnson ; hiini already been held In Sitka. Petersburg s jn d  Juneau, tio&mraKlet where be worked ■With the alrllne oyer ihe yean. Other retire- ' fizhdlooa'are planned non .week in 8e»t- is horndfcrlhe past 2S yean 
' tM  hard to get Johnson UWng about

Johnson is stepping down. 
But don’t call It retirement.the airline or Its employees, both of which he tc very proud. He has seen the airline go from seaplanes to Jets, and grow from 300 employ­ee* to 6.0&,Johnson Is also proud of Alaska, the stats. Even though he hasn't lived here since 1365, be has actively promoted the state as a touri.v. destination and a place to do busty-ess. For tnoae efforts, Jolmson was MUTku the “Alas­kan of the Year" last year by the state roam- ber of commerce.James Artlnir Johnson was born 60 yoan ago In Cheyenne, Wyo. When he was I year old. hi* parents moved to Southeast A lam , where the family ran a fox farm halfway be-.

tween PetersDurg and Wrangell. At 6 yean old, his parents moved to Petersburg and ec Unued with the fur farming business.While still attending classes at Petmbur High School, Johnson wok • Job with Alasfct Coastal Alrilnw of Juneau, which later . merged with Ketchikan-based Ellis Air Lbx and, in 1968, was purchased by Alaska Air­lines.Some believe the price Alaska paid for.E Its and Alaska Coastal was worth it Just tog Johnson. ■"1 was Jeck-of-aH-tradtJ, very similar to whit these air taxi operators ore doing tor-: day."  Johnson said of his begbxQlng* With.1t airline. "I <fid everything: I ticketed the pes sengers. 1 loaded the alrpUme*.T helped cut with the limousines taking passenger* bock, • and forth from the airport. I was tie j aAItor', You name It, 1 did a Uule bit of e f« 7lf ‘ Jtairati resident Shell Stm m c«v*f Alaska Coastal pUul and la ta  j alriinc, hired JohnaocC-*<;.7; i ' '“ H eauutdoatyB TbtiaU .,^ ,. • liandler. He was a good wcrtetwd i »t<4^]worklng:jb»airllT>e>*loedl
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{ \ f \ e r sit will be as much as year -  will be split be- uate and the coastal re trawlers transfer

>.0.000 will go (o Alaska kcling Institute for do keting of surimi and sh products.o signed;‘■ill 126, which changes mverning prevailing iblie construction pro; tge set when the bid is ill remain In effect for years of the contract, ot the prevailing wage ti changes during thattill 211. which allows •s lo exempt from Id- - taxes those goods be- shipment out of slate, ned at helping Alaska • c international distil- s.
m abysx, he said, actually “ only a nap.:cr tin old cedar tree, ■cp. He rolled his eyes u*rl to dream just like
ugust recess.•lion hews closely to recovery recipe Clin* i (luring last year‘s mipalgn.t billion in lax in- ho next five years. 78 Ih> borne by people than $200,000 a year, isan Congressional 
said.e class would be •y a 4.3-cent-per-gal- Kasoline lux - cost-rogc $40,00b-a-yuiir tira annually. Some Social Security re- alto pay higher lev-rc omitted one key non hod long since < cuts for the middle the president ad- •iflcit-ladcn govern- not nfTord, Thai Itepublican after an- ngly wave copies ol npalgn manifesto, e First." at thetele- » covering the de-ite Clinton had run me plan, he would lent Clinton," said es. R-Okla.

^  lyVv. Zro*Vyi/x>oYi

Color.,!*■Continued fyum Pag* 1cordtngly and he made It to the top of the heap," Simmons said.Johnson was a ticket agent, sta­tion manager and sales manager In Sitka. Ketchikan, Petersburg and Juneau before moving to Seat­tle in 1968 to take over public af­fairs for the airline as a lialaon be­tween Alaska Airlines and its em­ployees, the public and govern­ment and business leaders.It proved to be a perfect posi­tion for the airline and Johnson."He'dld everything right," Sim­mons said. “ He had personality, the'most outstanding In the world He hod the will and ability to make friends and always wanted to help people. He was an Ideal person for the airline."You can’t say too much about him, it's all pretty much been said. He's as close to perfect as you can get."Simmons had even more pral9c. "When we had a trouble apot, w«fd shove him in there to calm down and smooth out the situation. If they were grumpy, they t«ft laugh­ing, happy and satisfied. And they were happy with the airline,"Ask anyone who worked with him, and they'll give you a story about him."Jacquic Witherrito. a customer service agent in Seattle, ha* one of those stories published in Alaskaline. the airline's in-house newsletter.•‘When I first began working In reservations in the summer uf 1972, I received scores of calls from people claiming to be Jim's best friend." Witherrlte wrote. "1 became convinced thcl Petersburg had to have a population of at least several hundred thousand and that

ovory on* of them was imimaUIy acquainted with this man. Jim , it seemed, really got around."From a bead of state to a new hire on the romp, Jim  treats each person with genuine interest, dig­nity and respect. He does it so well, so consistently, and has done it fur so long that we are convinced It can’t be an act."With no formal education be­yond high school, Johnson learned by doing.” 1 didn't have a college educ­tion but I learned from the bottom up, which is Just impossible to rep­licate jn today's environment, ."Alaska Airlines was a great opportunity, Having worked from the ground floor up really gave me n good understanding of how the alrllhc upcrales.”Though Johnson's retirement is lust a few days away, he careful about mentioning the word "retire­ment" around nim."You don’t understand. I'm not retiring. There are lots or things to be done on the bouse, and there's travel and xportflshing. Maybe golf."Johnson saya he and his wife, Doris, who was born and raised in Petersburg, plan to spend winters in their now home In Arizona and summers at their home in Seattle. They plan on traveling hy auto­mobile around the county, "un­til we feel like we've seen It," Johnson said.Johnson still considers himself an Alaskan, even though he hasn't lived hero for 28 years. Or mtrre specifically, a Southeastern Alas­kan."There’s a big purt or my life here in Southeast. We spent 3S years in Alaska before moving to Seattle."Of course. I have family in

Alaska: my mother lives In Pe­tersburg and my hrother is also there and my sister Is In Sitka, so I Intend to spend a fair amount of time up here in the summer months fishing and visiting.”Although an avid Alaska angler. Johnson wants to try some bass fishing down south. He also wants to ride on a Mississippi stem- Vf 1] trv lerJohnson said his wife has some mixed emotions on his retirement. "She's not ready for a full-time husband and a part-time salary. It’s going to lake an adjustment."•Johnson said his civic involve­ment over the years has been the most rewarding port of his career. He has served on chambers of commerce in Alaska and Washing­ton as well as boards and commit­tees form everything from, the American Cancer Society to Seat­tle's Woodland Park Zoo. whlcn he had helped raise millions of drears for ovor the years,Johnson said he wants to take a breuk from membership drives and fund-raising for a while anu concentrate on relaxing. But it won't be easy."No matter how much you try to cut the curd, when you have «z years of frlandship and contacts you just don't shut that ofT over­night and you don't want to."Many have urged Johnson to run for political office, n natural transition, it would seem. for someone with his personality."Politics? Everyone has said ] should. Hut all my life I worked with politicians and raised funds for them. Frunkly. there is a great difference being in private enter­prise and going into the public sec­tor, I could do it, but 1 hope after 42 years. I've earned my retire­ment and that's what I intend to do."
Road...Continued from Pag* tthe Canadian side of the border. Building such a road could make Juneau the equipment- and ore- shipping hub for such a mine, offi­cials caid.Mapping consultants using u helicopter-mounted, foliage-pene­trating laser lied into a global posi­tioning satellite system • began surveying possible routes about two weeks ago, said project man­ager Ira Rosen. It never surveyed on the Canadian side of the border, he said.The letter from Charbonneou means surveying will be done only on routes up Lynn Canal. The study is also looking at high-speed ferry runs to Haines and Skagway, which have road connections to the Alaska Highway.The study is expected to cost up to $750,000 and be completed by early next year. Options that re­main will then be the subjects of a

two-year, $1.8 million environmen­tal impact study aimed n recom­mending a preferred route In 1995.Elimination of the Taku route was no surprise, said Juneau Sen. Jim  Duncan, a Democrat who helped gel fodpral money for the environmental study in next yenr’s otato budget.The Canadians have never ex­pressed any enthusiasm for the route. Duncan said. "Thoir posi­tion hasn't changed, it's just hard- ervud."Mayor Jamie Parsons said he was not upset by the I'.Hlsh Co­lumbia decision because the Taku route made less sense Hum the Lynn Canal routes.Charbomenu's letter is the sec­ond action to ahul down a potent! I development project by British Co­lumbia officials this week.Citing environmental concerns, Premier Mike Hxrcourt on Tues­day designated Uw Taisbcnshlnl watershed In rwrlhwestern British Columbia as a wilderness park.

killing the proposed Windy Craggy copper mine northwest of Haines.The mine’s developers pro­jected I* would have created obout 200 job, in Ilaine3, which could have become the mine's shipping center. Environmental groups op­posed to the mine said the num­bers would have been significantly less.Emplr* ,-*poRir Ed 8cho*n- f*td contributed to thl» «tory.
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