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December 10, 1992

Mr. Laurence H. Irving 
President
Kantishna Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 71047  
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Irving:

Thank you for the briefing on your proposal to build a light rail service from Lignite 
into Kantishna.

/ am very aware o f the need to expand services in the area of the Denali National 
Park. We have turned away approximately half a million visitors a year who have 
indicated that they would spend time and dollars if there were facilities and 
transportation in the park. Our tourism marketing efforts have maximized our 
capacity in the summer season and have expanded into the "shoulder" seasons.
The international interest in viewing the Northern Lights will provide even greater 
demand.

We consider your project a significant economic development opportunity for the 
Denali region. It will affect local communities in a positive way, providing 
construction jobs and long-term, year-round employment.

Dr. Glenn Olds, Commissioner o f Natural Resources, has advised me that 
processing of your application for a conditional right-of-way over state land is 
expected to be completed in January. / also hope we can help you with the 
challenge of access into.Denali Park.

/ regard your project as one of the private sector initiatives which will help us meet 
our goal of increased visitor opportunities within the state. Piease keep me 
informed of any issues and milestones as this project proceeds.

With best regards.
Sincerely,

Walter J. Hh 
Governor

/X ^ (/



P o s t Office Box 71047, F a irb an k s , A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-451-7906 Fax:970451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

Ja n u a ry  23, 1993

Rep. Tom Brice 
S ta te  Capitol Building 
Ju n eau , A laska 99801

D ear Rep. Brice:

T hank  you for tak ing  in te rest in our K antishna Railroad* project. As you a re  
aw are, in  the  las t session of the Alaska L egislature the  Senate passed  a resolution 
(SJR  44) supporting  increased access into Denali N ational Park .

The House passed a  sim ilar Resolution (H JR  83) through several com m ittees only 
to have i t  die in the  Rules Committee a t sessions end.

Over the p a s t year th e  subject of access into the Park  has continued to be the 
subject of m uch debate. Last year the question was w eather it would be road or 
rail access along the alignm ent of the old "Stampede Trail". The S ta te  DOT&PF 
applied for Federal Highway monies for th is  alignm ent and was inform ed th a t  it 
would need the  agreem ent of Feueral sister agencies ( the NPS ) to gain  approval.

As we u n ders tand  it, this agreem ent was not given and the a lignm ent w as 
changed to a  "Parks Highway - M cGrath access w ith a spur to K an tishna"  
project. I suggest th a t  if  you have questions on th is th a t you contact M r. Steven
C. Sisk, P.E ., Director, Design & Construction, N orthern  Region (907)451-2214 , 
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-5316.

On the o ther hand, the K antishna Railroad© project is moving ahead. We have 
been working:*with S ta te  DNR and are negotiating a recognizance p erm it for the  
first th ir ty  mile of our alignm ent. We have talked w ith the NPS and  have  been 
inform ed th a t  th is project could be acceptable under certain  c ircum stances. The 
specific circum stances are not entirely clear a t p resen t, however, the basic  
understand ing  we have is th a t the Railroad / U tility Corridor we w an t from  the 
N PS m u st m eet the  criteria of being "public Access to K antishna.

O ur ra ilroad  would certainly be that. As a public carrier it  would m eet the  
criteria  and  in  fact i t  would provide year around access th a t  the ex isting  road  does 
not. The K an tishna  Railroad© project is proposed to bu ilt from p rivate  funds. A 
new d irt road of two lanes would cost the S ta te  US$100-125 million and have a 
annual m aintenance cost at today's cost of US$ 2,500.00 per lane mile ($5,000.00 
for two) no t to m ention the cost of security, etc.
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I have addressed  the Denali Borough Assembly and Mayor and have asked  for 
th e ir  passage of a Resolution supporting the creation of a Railroad / U tility  
Corridor. I include a copy of the d raft of th a t Resolution for your perusal.

I t m ay also be th a t the Railroad / U tility  Corridor should be included in the  law 
governing th e  pipelines, AS. 38.05. This will take more review.

We have th e  strong  support of the Dept, of Commerce & Economic Developm ent 
u n d er Comm. Paul Fuhs, The Dept, of N atu ra l Resources u n d er Dr. Olds an d of 
course the  Governor. We feel it is tim e to move th is project forward. To do so, I 
would be very  grateful if  you would consider organizing the creation of a 
Resolution specifically directed a t the creation of a Railroad / U tility  Corridor 
w ith in  D enali N ational Park.

The K a n tish n a  Railroadc is an environm entally  sound and responsible m ethod 
for expanding  the  tourism  in frastru c tu re  in A laska. It does no t conflict w ith any 
of th e  ex isting  tour operators in our view. As an economic developm ent project, it 
m eets the  c rite ria  of the  new P residen t in susta in ing  economic growth and is not 
of a resource extractive project. Tourism  is one of the largest producers of foreign 
exchange, p e rh ap s effecting the national balance of trade  more directly th an  any 
o th er form  of en terp rise .

I f  you or any-other m em bers of the  House or Senate need additional inform ation 
p lease call m e a t  any time.

W ith best w ishes for a successful session, I am.

Sincerely yours.

III, Dir. 

tr , m aps, Denali Borough D raft Resolution.
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Mr. Laurence H. Irving , President 
Kantishna Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Irving:

I am writing to express my support for your company's plan to build 
a rail service from Healy to Kantishna.

Mt. McKinley National Park is recognized as one of the world's most 
popular tourist attractions. I am pleased that your plan to build a 
rail service from Healy to Kantishna will open up the Northern and 
Western areas adjacent to the Park. The existing saturation problem 
in the southern McKinley area presents a serious bottleneck to 
future growth. A -top .quality rail .facility will offer tourists, much, 
better viewing opportunities as well as avoidance of increased 
congestion on the present Park road system. The concept of a 
rail/utility corridor limited to these uses will promote a higher 
quality viewing experience well into the future.

If there is anything I can do to assists you with this plan, please 
don't hesitate to contact me.

Sinceiely,

BS /m jw

REPRESENTING 
GOLDEN HEART 

OF ALASKA



P ost Office Box 71047, F a irbanks, A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-451-7906 Fax: 970-451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

February 6 ,1993

Rep. Foster, C hairm an,
House S tand ing  Com mittee on T ransportation 
S ta te  Capitol Building .Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Tel: 907-465-4858 Fax: 907-465-3242

D ear Rep. Foster:

On Friday, I spoke w ith your Aide and requested a  le tte r  of support for the 
K an tish n a  Railroad© (KRR) project w ith which you a re  fam iliar. I was assu red  
of your support.

A ttached please find a copy of a letter from Sen. Bert Sharp  of the Senate 
T ransporta tion  Committee. Sen. Sharp's le tte r speaks of the concept of a  Public 
Access Rail /  U tility Corridor into Denali N ational Park . It is the creation of such 
a  Corridor th a t  will allow for the  construction of the K an tishna  Railroad© project. 
We hope to have your support for the creation of such a  corridor.

Two elem ents of the project which Sen. Sharp may not be aw are of is its 
compliance w ith the Am ericans w ith D isabilities Act (ADA) and its  low 
environm ental im pact.

M any in  the touring public are denied access to facilities and experiences in  the  
P ark  due to non-compliance w ith ADA. The KRR will have walk-on and roll-on 
loading capabilities. O ur passenger coaches will be double decked w ith lifts to 
give access to upper decks for disabled or w heelchair bound passengers.

O ther innovations will include the  use of foam toilets and composting system s 
reducing fresh w ater use and  elim inating unnecessary pollution risk  of the  ra il 
corridor. Recycling system s will be in use from the onset to avoid adverse im pact 
from solid waste. These elem ents of the project are  to m ake the project more 
available to the touring public while reducing its im pact on the environm ent.

In  closing, thank  you for your in te rest and support of the K an tishna  Railroad© 
project. Your continued support will be appreciated. If  you have any  fu rther 
questions call m e a t anytim e.



Alaska House o f Representatives
R ic h a r d  F o s te r
P.O. Box 1630
Nome, Alaska 99762-1630
907-1-13-5036

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
907-465-3789
Fax 907-165-3242

Eighteenth Legislature

Chairperson
Transportation Committee

M ilitary and  Veterans 
A ffa irs Committee

Member,
F inance Committee

M ajority Whip

Joseph N. Fields III, Dir. 
Kantishna Group Inc. 
P.O. Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

February 11, 1993

Dear Mr. Fields:

I am happy to add my support for the group's planned initiation of 
rail service from Healy to Kantishna.

Such a service would avoid additional pressure on the road system 
within Mt. McKinley National Park and open additional areas that 
would help relieve some of the congestion which currently limits 
services and viewing access.

I would hope that all parties, including the National Park Service, 
recognize Mt. McKinley as a National Treasure to be shared will all 
Americans and with other Citizens of the World Community. Rail 
Service is an excellant way to provide added barrier free access for 
the handicapped. It is their Park too.

I applaud your efforts not only because they add access for the 
disabled but because they also provide for increacod access for all 
persons while still addressing environmental concerns.

If I can be of further assistance please contact me.

S incerely

iit
Alakanuk, CjRipali, l\ 
Nc tut ok,
Shaktoolih

GoloviJ, Hooper Boy, Kotlik, Koyttk, Marshall, Meknryuk, M ountain Village,
Saunartga, Scam m on Bay,, N i/h t\u ite , NQninrjPilot Station, Pitlia's Point, Russian Mission, St. Mary's, S t M ichael,. 

nlilKSneldon Point Jatebbins, Toksonk Bay, Tununah, Unnlahleet, White M ountain

S t a f f .: Elisabeth Walters, Jcannie Sm ith , Dr. Larry La Bnlle



Alaska W ilderness Recreation and Tourism Association.

Board o f DirectorsNancy Lethcoe Prwldcnt Alaskan Wilderness Soiling SafarisCarol Kasza Vico President Arctic TreksKarla Hart 
Secteary Alaska Raln/orcsiTouts

Don Ford Treasurer Notional Outdoor Leadership SchoolMarcy Dakcr Alaska Mountaineering & HikingBob Dlttrlck Wilderness Blrdlng AdventuresIvJrk Hoessle Alaska Wildlands Adventures
Bob JacobsSt. Elias Alpine GuidesKaren Jcttm ur EquinoxSieve RanncyFishing *  FlyingErnk Williamson Erulds Wilderness Float Trips

Honorable R ichard F oster M arch 2 , 1S93
Chairman House T ransportation Com m ittee 
State Capitol, Juneau,
AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative

The Alaska W ilderness R ecreation and Tourism  Association promotes the 
recognition and protection o f  A laska’s recreation and tourism resources and 
works for ecologically responsible recreation and tourism use o f A laska’s 
natural resources. We have over 300 m em bers statewide o f  which 180 are in 
the tourism business.

The Board o f Directors has m et and discussed House Joint Resolution No. 2 8 .1 
have been instructed to w rite to you expressing our opposition *o this resolu­
tion. Our mem bers disagree w ith the statem ent that there is a lack o f facilities 
at Kantishna. The current facilities have promoted a quality wilderness experi­
ence for tourists to A laska fo r decades and will continue to do so. Therefore, 
the Alaska W ilderness R ecreation and Tourism  Association opposes develop­
ing routes to Kantishna through som e o f ML M cKinley’s m ost spectacular ’ 
wilderness area, opposes the developm ent c f  a Kantishna v isitor activity are3, 
and opposes the establishm ent and developm ent o f a rail utility corridor into 
Kantishna by private corporations. Developm ent o f these routes would reduce 
the opportunities for quality w ilderness experiences.

Our business m em bers m ake their living by marketing A laska's wilderness and 
other natural resources. W hen com panies make an investment, they expect 
continued access to the p roduct they market. The proposed developm ent would 
deprive them o f the product they have developed and m arketed by changing a 
wilderness area into a developed area.

We respectfully request that the Transportation Committee oppose House Joint 
Resolution No. 28.

Sincerely,

Nancy R. Lethcoe

P.O. Box 1353, Valdez, AX 99c86. Pdene: 907-835*4200. Fix: 907-835-^826
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P o s t Office Box 71047, F a irb an k s , A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-156-7906 F ax : 970-451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

M arch 9, 1993

H onorable R ichard Foster, C hairm an  
House T ransporta tion  Committee 
S ta te  Capitol Building 
Juneau , A laska 99801- 1182

D ear M r. Foster:

We wish to th an k  the  m em bers of the House T ransporta tion  Com m ittee for th e ir 
good work on behalf of all A laskans and  especially for th e ir  consideration of H JR  
28.

I w an t to s ta r t  today by quoting C hapter 1 of Title 16 of Federal law  which 
estab lishes the  National P a rk  Service. " The Service ... shall prom ote and 
regula te  the use of Federal a reas known as...n a tiona l parks, m onum ents and  
reservations... by such m eans and m easures as to conform to the fundam enta l 
purpose of said parks, m onum ents and  reservations, w h ic h  p u r p o s e  is  to  
conserve  th e  scenery  an d  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  h isto ric  objects a n d  w ild  life th e re in  a n d  
to  p rov ide  fo r th e  enjoym ent o f the  sam e in  a  m an n e r a n d  b y  su c h  a  m eans a s  w ill 
leave  th em  u n im p a ired  fo r th e  ep joym ent o f fu tu re  genera tions. "

The K an tishna  Group Incorporated (KGI) has proposed the construction of a  
tourism  railroad  from Lignite to K an tishna, Alaska. The project would include 
the  construction of term inal facilities a t both ends of the  railroad an d  would be 
financed privately.

P roblem s:

W hen Denali N ational Park  was expanded in  the 1980's and D enali became a 
P a rk  and Preserve and a W ilderness Area. Inholders m ain tained  th e ir  rig h ts  of 
access for them selves and th e ir guests. The original P a rk  became W ilderness, 
w ith the exception of the existing park  road which bisects it  and land  around 
W onder Lake. If  effect, there are  two W ilderness Areas. Because the  road w as 
built to access the Park in terior by the NPS and not to handle thousands of busses 
each season it  is said to have reached its "carrying capacity".

To correct th is problem some have suggested creating a  second road, b u t as 
visitor volume grows, so does the potential lor damage a road m ight do to the Park  
eco-systems. The 1965 Federal law on Park  concessions s ta te s ;"Congress hereby  
f ind s  the preservation o f  p a rk  values requires such p u b lic  accommodations, 
fcw ilities and services as have to be provided in  those areas should be provided  
under ca re fu lly  contro lled safeguards aga inst unregulated and  in d isc rim in a te  
USSx so th a t heavy v is ita tio n  not u n d u ly .im p a ir these val ues. S .  second road 
would be clearly in conflict w ith this sta tem ent. The K antishna  Railroad would 
provide the controlled and discrim inating access and d istinctly  d ifferen t tourism  
activities necessary for the Park  service to support th is significant change in the  
75 year operation of Denali National Park.
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A laska, is a  popular destination, it is safe, accessible, quick to reach  by a ir  or sea, 
has no terrorism , English is spoken and no currency conversion a re  required. 
A laska has spen t a  great deal of money on m arketing and  now sees the visitor / 
tourism  industry  as the th ird  largest sector of its private economy w ith a  growth 
ra te  of 4% to 7%.

M itig a tin g  adve rse  im pact of tra ffic  on P a rk  road: A rail / utility corridor along 
th e  no rthern  rou ting  suggested by KGI, will provide d iscrim inating  and 
controlled public access to K antishna. This will allow the N PS to exercise controls 
on the P a rk  road and reduce the im pact on the adjacent w ilderness area.

I t  would be foolhardy to conclude th a t visitor volumes or tourism  will decrease 
over the next th ir ty  years. It is irresponsible for tourism  in Alaska to be 
constrained by a lack of in frastructu re  or to be discounted as a  m ajor factor in  
AJaska's economy. The K antishna Railroad will elim inate the "choke" point and 
provide high quality  low im pact access into the Park. The K an tishna  H istoric 
V isitor D istric t will re-focus tours for viewing Mt. Mckinley, historic 
preservation, conservation education, outdoor recreation and wildlife.

Z o n in g :  The K a n tish n a  H istoric  Tourism  Zone (KHTZ) could provide a
m echanism  for zoning privately  held land  in the K a n tish n a  region. I t 
could be organized as a special zoning district of the Denali Borough or as a 
P o rt A uthority  of the  Borough. Agreem ents could be m ade betw een the 
Borough and the NPS, as in o ther sta tes for the  P a rk  Service to enforce 
policies established  by the Borough. Clearly, the K a n tish n a  region is a 
special place where assessm ents of the  historic places and  objects should be 
m ade an d  h isto ric  p reserv a tio n  and au th e n tic  re s to ra tio n  shou ld  be 
undertaken .

Kantishna H isto ric Tourism Zone:
KGI h as suggested the creation of a K an tishna  H istoric  T ourism  Zone 
(KHTZ). The purpose of th is zone would be to create  an  a rea  in  which 
tourism  facilities could be developed under stric t zoning. Several thousand 
acres of land  in K an tishna  is privately owned, some in  p a te n te d  m ining 
claim s w ith  more in  application for P aten t. Tourism  operations curren tly  
ex ist in  K an tishna  and others are  being planned. The KHTZ could be a 
m an ifesta tion  of the concept of "Zones of Confluence" w here the sta tu to ry  
m andate  to the  N ational P ark  Service to deliver the  P a rk s to the  people 
while protecting them  could be accomplished. This concept is  sim ilar to the 
P rim ary  T ourism  Zone suggested by AVA stud ies . T he KHTZ could 
produce revenues in  the  form of user fees, ta riffs , r e n ts , tax es etc., 
offsetting its cost of operation.

The KHTZ would provide the private property inholders in  the  P ark  w ith the 
ability  to utilize the ir holdings for tourism  activities while a t  the sam e time 
e lim inating  the need for the NPS to continue the a lready im plem ented, very 
costly program  of buying them  out. We have been advised th a t  the N ational 
P ark  Service has some zoning powers.
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The Denali Borough could create a special or en terp rise  zone or even a Port 
A u th o rity  in  th e  K a n tish n a  a rea  to be used  to  contro l im p o r ta n t  
developm ental factors such as:

A. A rchitectural standards.
B. Solid waste.
C . T rails and  activities on them.
D. Q uality and safety of area  developments.
E. H istoric Preservation, including the au then tic  resto ra tion  of 

the  K antishna townsite and perhaps the historic Stam pede 
M ine.

Location and Route: The K artish n a  Railroad(KRR) is proposed as a n
environm entally  sound and sensible m ass tran s it system  creating  access to 
the  P a rk  in te rio r along a northern  route. Approxim ately 90 m iles in  length, 
no portion o f the ra ilroad w ill pass tlirough the w ilderness portion of 
D en a li. I t  will be designed for tourism  w ith enough freight capacity to 
service P ark  Service, inholders and the railroad operations in  the 
K a n tish n a  area.

True Access To The Park:
E ach  passenger coach will have two decks w ith full handicapped access, 
pe rhaps including a lift for upper deck w heelchair access. T erm inals will 
be equipped for walk-on and roll-on passenger loading . Compliance w ith 
the  provisions of the Americans w ith Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) will b ring 
m any benefits to our operation. We feel Eco-Tourism is not ju s t  for the 
physically fit. The m ajority of our A laskan visitors feel a  very close 
rela tionsh ip  to the land even though they  m ay not be physically able to hike 
over it.

Environm enta l Conservation and Recyc ling
The control of sewage and solid waste will be accomplished th rough  the use 
of low w ater, foam operated toilets coupled to composting system s 
m anufactu red  in  Alaska. This process will dram atically  reduce th e  use of 
w a te r and  reduce potentially  hazardous san itary  problem s. Sobd w aste 
control will be through a vigorous and up-to-date recycling program  and 
use of th e  proposed regional facility a t N enana, now being p lanned.

Power Systems:
The system  is proposed as an electric traction (powered) railroad  sim ilar to 
nearly  all the tra in  system s in Europe. These system s facilitate 
com m unication and power transm ission, bu t until all. question re la ting  to 
th is  concept a re  cleared, we m ust also consider diesel-electric. O ur cu rren t 
p lans call for the  use of standard  gauge rails and couplings to facilitate  an  
in te rtie  w ith the  A laska Railroad. We have discussed w ith the  A.R.R., the 
u tilization  of A.R R.'s m aintenance facilities to reduce costs.

Now I would like to comm ent on the letters which have been sen t in opposition to
the passage of H JR  28.

W hile the  A laska W ilderness Recreation and Tourism  Assoc, and A laska
W ildland A dventures do rep resen t a portion of the touring public, th a t  portion is
only a sm all p a rt of the tourism  industry  in Alaska.
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They appear to represent only those in the economic class that can afford the 
specialized trips they provide.

One calls the north route we propose 1. "lowland, bog areas that would be 
uninteresting to potential visitors." and the other opposes 2. "developing routes 
through some of Mt. McKinley’s most spectacular wilderness areas. They go on 
to oppose development by private corporations, yet they say 3. "When companies 
make an investment, they expect continued access to the product they market. 
The proposed development would deprive them of the product they have developed 
and marketed by changing a wilderness area into a developed area."

1. The route proposed is beautiful Alaskan interior viewing which will provide 
longer and better viewing of the Mt. Mckinley.

2. The route proposed does not touch Wilderness Area land.

3. The "product" is Denali National Park. "They" did not create it. It belongs to 
the public and must be accessible, even to those who are disabled and in their 
later years or who have marginal budgets.

The sum of the objections is "I've got mine and I want no competition"

W e  urge you to pass H J R  28. It is essential to the expansion of tourism 
infrastructure in Alaska.

With best regards I am.

Sincerely yours.

Joseph N. Fields III, Dir. 
Kantishna Group Inc.



My  n a m e  is T e r i  C a m e r y .  I a m  a r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s  f r o m  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  d i s t r i c t .  I a m  t e s t i f i y i n g  to v o i c e  m y  
o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  28 a n d  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a m p e d e  R o u t e  t h r o u g h  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  
P a r k  f r o m  H e a l y  t o  K a n t i s h n a .

I k n o w  D e n a l i  P a r k  v e r y  w e l l  f r o m  c o u n t l e s s  v i s i t s  and 
b a c k p a c k i n g  t r i p s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  years. I h a v e  a l s o  
e x h a u s t i v e l y  r e s e a r c h e d  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  in t h i s  park, a n d  d i d  
m y  t h e s i s  on t h e  i m p a c t  of R S 2 4 7 7  in A l a s k a .

I a m  o p p o s e d  to  a n e w  r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r k  f o r  m a n y  
r e a s o n s :

1) E c o n o m i c

The S t a m p e d e  R o u t e  is i m p a s s a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  
a n d  p a s s e s  o v e r  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r  bed. It a l s o  d i s a p p e a r s  in a 
n u m b e r  o f  plac e s .

U n d e r  19 8 6  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  c o s t  o f  the r o a d  w o u l d  b e  $85 
m i l l i o n  t o  $ 1 2 5  m i l l i o n .  E v e n  if the f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  p a y s  
for t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  d o u b t f u l  a t  t h e s e  h u g e  
p r i c e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  s t i l l  h a v e  to  c o v e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  
w h i c h  m a y  be t r e m e n d o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  b u i l d i n g  a r o a d  
o v e r  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r b e d  a n d  l a r g e  a c r e s  o f  w e t l a n d s .  W h e r e  
w i l l  t h e  s t a t e  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h i s  m o n e y ?

Th e  s t a t e  m a d e  a o n e - t i m e  $ 4 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n v e s t m e n t  in a m i n i m a l  
u p g r a d e  of  t h e  S t a m p e d e  R o a d  b e y o n d  E i g h t - m i l e  L a k e  in the 
e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s  w h i c h  q u i c k l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a n d  n e v e r  r e s u l t e d  
in a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  t r a v e l .

In a d d i t i o n ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  it, t h e  p a r k ' s  m a j o r  
c o n c e s s i o n e r  (ARA), l a r g e r  t o u r  c o m p a n i e s ,  a n d  s m a l l e r  
i n h o l d e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o p p o s e  a n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  route.
If t h e y  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is a n  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  it is 
h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is o n e  for t h e  state.

R e s i d e n t s  of H e a l y  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  
a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  o p p o s e d  to t h e  road.

2) T h e  V i e w

M o u n t  M c K i n l e y  v i e w i n g  is s u p e r i o r  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  
A l a s k a  Ra n g e .  W i l d l i f e  a n d  m o u n t a i n  v i e w s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
are s i g n i f i c a n t l y  le s s  d r a m t i c  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
r o u t e .



A d d i n g  a n e w  r o a d  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  c h a n g e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
t h e  p a r k  and h a r m  t h e  p r i c e l e s s  q u a l i t i e s  p e o p l e  c o m e  t h e r e  
to s e e  in t h e  f i r s t  pl a c e .  A  n e w  r o a d  p u t s  a t  r i s k  t h e  u p -  
c l o s e  v i e w i n g  of a n i m a l s  t h a t  d r a w s  p e o p l e  t o  Dena l i .

O b v i o u s l y  t h e  i m p a c t s  of n e w  r o a d  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  to t h e  
b o r d e r s  of t h e  p a v e m e n t .  T h e  i m p a c t s  o n  w i l d l i f e  a n d  h a b i t a t  
a re v i r t u a l l y  u n d e n i a b l e .  T h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s  a m i s s i o n  t o  
p r e s e r v e  D e n a l i  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  S t a t e  has n o  
r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h a t  m i s s i o n .

R e g a r d l e s s  of R S 2 4 7 7  a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d h o l d i n g s  in K a n t i s h n a ,  
t h e  S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d a m a g e  l a n d  in t h e  
f e d e r a l  t r u s t  for its o w n  f i n a n c i a l  g ain. U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f e d e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  be f o o l i s h  to t a m p e r  
w i t h  D e n a l i .  A  l a w s u i t  w o u l d  b e  i m m i n e n t .

3) T h e M e a n in g  and P u r p o s e  o f  D e n a l i

F i n a l l y ,  I h a v e  a c o p y  of t h e  D e n a l i  A c c e s s  T a s k  F o r c e  
R e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  w h i c h  h a s  m u c h  u s e f u l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  s e n d  c o p i e s  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

T h a n k  y o u  for t h - s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  c o m m e n t .

T e r i  C a m e r y
1816 M u s k  O x  T r a i l
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9708



Representative Tom Brice
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

119 N. Cushman, Ste. 205 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423
While in Juneau 

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

907-465-3466

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i e

DATE: M a r c h  16, 1993

S U B J E C T :  H e a r i n g  f o r  H J R  28

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  a h e a r i n g  f o r  H J R  28, A  
R e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  n e a r  Mt. M c K i n l e y  t h r o u g h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a v i s i t o r  a r e a  a t  K a n t i s h n a ,  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n i e n c e .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  D e n a l i  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  c a p a c i t y .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e ,  
as S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  to  t h e  j o i n t  
s e s s i o n ,  w e  a r e  t u r n i n g  a w a y  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  a y e a r  w h o  w a n t  t o  
s e e  Mt. M c K i n l e y .  W i t h  t h i s  l e v e l  of  d e m a n d ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n t o  t h e  p a r k .  H J R  28 
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t .

P l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  in t h e  b i l l  
file. T h a n k  you.

Gil District 30
©
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T H E  A LA SK A  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  L O B B Y  O PPO SE S  H O USE  JO IN T
R E S O L U T IO N  NO . 28

The Alaska Environmental Lobby opposes House Joint Resolution No. 28., a resolution 
calling for another transportation corridor and more development in Denali National Park's 
Kantishna area.

The Denali Access Task Force, in its November 1991 report, found that the level of 
business activity, new business starts, visitation and mining did not justify additional 
access . The same report concluded a "new road is not justifiable for park purposes, 
wildlife, economics or visitor services." The National Park Service has been buying 
private inholdings in Kantishna, and is opposed to new commercial construction in this 
fragile wilderness location. Cooperation of the Federal Government in further developing 
the Kantishna area is questionable. Another transportation corridor, especially a road with 
a large influx of visitors, will damage the unique remoteness that attracts tourists now.

During these times of severe state and federal budget cuts, the cost of a potential corridor 
cannot be justified economically. HJR 28 urges the Govenor and executive branch to be 
aggressive in their resolve to enhance the Mt. McKinley experience by developing new 
environmentally sound access routes into Kantishna. Is there federal transportation money 
and the required 10% General Fund match available for such a project? If a road is built, is 
there General Fund money available for continued maintenance and operations? DOT/PF 
has cut its maintenance and operations budget over the past few years. Everyone is aware 
of our current crisis in properly maintaining existing roads. HJR 28 also suggests that the 
private sector could build a rail utility corridor into Kantishna. Road construction estimates 
were over $80 million in 1992 and a rail corridor would be even more expensive. How can 
private industry do this without public money? These issues must be seriously considered 
prior to approving HJR 28.

The State should focus on improving existing tourist facilities in Denali State Park and 
other tourist destination sites throughout the State.

HJR 28 has the potential to be expensive and to seriously damage Denali National Park's 
Kantishna area as a tourist attraction. HJR 28 should be rejected.

^  Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
P .O . B ox  2 2 1 5 1  Juneau , A la sk a  99 (3 02

a ia s k a  c t s r t R  ro K  m e  (N viKO N M tN r • A la s k a  a  iaim t ic  s u r r a  C lu ii  ■ a la v k a  lk ic n d s  o r  1 1  ic c a k i i i

ANCIlOKACC A L O L llO N  S O C ltlV  • A R U IC  AUDUBON S O C IflY  • CLCAN AIR COALlNON  • IlCNALI CIII/CN V COUNCIL  

DCNAU OROUI‘. SIERRA CLUB • |UNCAU AUUUIION SOCICIY .  lUNfAU. GKOUI', SlCKKA ( . lu l l  
KAC.IILMAK IIAY CONSERVATION SO CH IV  • K(N,\I I'LNINSl/LA a U D UIIO n  SOCIL IV • KNIK CANOIR5 A M ) KAYAKCRS 

KNIK ( ‘ KO III1. SURRA C ll/ ll  • KODIAK AUOUIION SO C ItlV  • LYNN CANAL CONSCRVAI ON • NORLIICWN AIASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CCNICK 

RKINCt WILLIAM SOUND CONStRVATlON ALLIANCE • SIIKA CONSLKVA1ION SO O CIV  • SO U IH tA Sf ALASKA CONSCItVAJION COUNCIL



adventures
M a r c h  8, 1993

T E S T I M O N Y  S U B M I T T E D  " F O R  T H E  RECORD'* ON HJR NO. 28

H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r

C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 3 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r ,

A l a s k a  W i l d l a n d  A d v e n t u r e s  p r o v i d e s  s m a i l - g r o u p  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y  t o u r a  from t h e  K e n a l  P e n i n s u l a  to  Denali N a t i o n a l  Park. 
L a s t  s u m m e r  ue had o v e r  76  i n d i v i d u a l  d e p a r t u r e s  and we s e r v i c e d  
e v e r  9 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in c u r  s e v e n  to t w e l v e  day trips. W e  are 
p a r t  of a g r o w i n g  t r e n d  in t r a v e l ,  now s o m e t i m e s  l a b e l e d  
" E c o t o u r i s m " . We h a v e  s e v e r a l  s e r i c u a  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  H o u s e  J o i n t  
R e s o l u t i o n  No. 28.

D I S P L A C I N G  E X I S T I N G  A N D  Q U A L I T Y  B U S I N E S S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T S  IN 
THE K A N T I S H N A  REGION. O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  years, t h e  K a n t i s h n a  
a r e a  h a s  e m e r g e d  as a c e n t e r  o f  Small G r o u p  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
T o u r i s m  s e r v i n g  t r i p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  w a n t  an  a c t i v e  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  v a c a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  C a m p  D e n a l i ,  N o r t h  F a c e  Lodge, 
K a n t i s h n a  Roa d h o u s e ,  and D e n a l i  B a c k c c u n t r y  L o d g e  ( f o r m e r l y  
De n a l i  M o u n t a i n  Lodge) a r e  e x a m p l e s  of e s t a b l i s h e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
th a t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  s e r v e  t h o u s a n d s  of v i s i t o r s  in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  h i g h l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  and 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  m a n n e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  season. E c o n o m i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  
b u s i n e s s e s  are imp o r t a n t !  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A l a s k a  W i l d l a n d  
A d v e n t u r e s  a l one s p e n d s  o v e r  5 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  in c o n t r a c t e d  s e r v i c e s  in 
th i s  a r e a  each s u m mer. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  ha v o  s p e n t  
m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  to  c o n s t r u c t  f a c i l i t i e s  c u s t o m  d e s i g n e d  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  l o d g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  
t h e i r  g u e s t s  wa n t  a n d  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  the world to find. We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  to  t h i s  a r e a  as  o u t l i n e d  
in H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 2 8  w o u l d  d i s p l a c e  a n d  n e g a t i v e l y  • 
i m p a c t  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  in t h e  area.

WE D O  NOT B E L I E V E  T H E  K A N T I S H N A  R E G I O N  IS THE A N S W E R  T O  
I N C R E A S I N G  ACC E S S  TO  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  PARK. By e x i s t i n g  p a r k  road 
or  by n e w  access, t h e  J o u r n e y  t o  K a n t i s h n a  d o e s  not a p p e a r  to be 
s u i t a b l e  to the g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t r a v e l e r  n o r  the c r u i s e / b u a  tour 
t r a v e l e r .  ARA, the c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  at D e n a l i  Nat i o n a l  Park, has
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n o t e d  a s h i f t  in u s e  p a t t e r n s  f r o m  t h e i r  s i u tour to u r  to t h eir
m u c h  s h o r t e r  two h o u r  t o u r  of  t h e  park, T h e r e  ia no e v i d e n c e  .%■
t h a t  v i a i t o r a  in n u m b e r s  of e n o u g h  m a g n i t u d e  would travel t h e  
m u c h  l o n g e r  r o u t e  in o r d e r  t o  J u s t i f y  the e x p e n s e  f i n a n c i a l l y  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  a c c e s a  r o u t e  north of the p a r k
i n c l u d e s  a lot o f  l o w l a n d , b o g  a r e a s  t h a t  would be u n i n t e r e s t i n g  
to p o t e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s .

I N C R E A S E D  A C C E S S  TO K A N T I S H N A  T H A T  L E A D S  TO M O R E  E X T E N S I V E  
U S E  O F  T H E  PARK R O A D  W O U L D  D E S T R O Y  T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  
W I L D L I F E  V I E W I N G  T H A T  IS U N I Q U E  T O  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  PARK. If in 
the e n d  we d e s t r o y  w h a t  it is t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  area ao c o veted, 
w h a t  h a v e  w e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?  M a s s  t o u r i s m  a c c e s s  to the K e n t i a h n a  
ar e a  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  be a t h r e a t  tc t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  q u a l i t i e s  that 
m a k e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  s u c h  a d e s i r a b l e  d e s t i n a t i o n  for 
v i s i t o r s .  In ac d o i n g ,  it w o u l d  d e g r a d e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of all 
v i s i t o r s  and it w o u l d  d e g r a d e  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  that are c u r r e n t l y  
o p e r a t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  in t h e  area.

B e c a u s e  of the a b o v e  r e a s o n s ,  we h e r e b y  ur g e  the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o p p o s e  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 2&.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

K i r H  H o e s s l e  
P r e s i d e n t



Citizen*. Council. P.O. Box 78, Denali Park, Alaska 99755

To the Senate Transportation Committee Members*

Denali Citizen's Council is an  all volunteer o r g a n ization star t e d  
in 1974 to act as a watchdog over Denali National Park. W e  are 
not connected w i t h  the National P a r k  Service, but serve as a 
vocal g r o u p  of citizens who detect and publi c i z e  problems 
concerning Denali National Park.

Denali Citizen's Council s t rongly opposes 1ICTR 28. A n o r t h e r n  
route into Kantishna (sometimes linked wi t h  the Healy to M c G r a t h  
road) w o u l d  not be good for Denali National Pa r k  visitors, the 
wildlife, or state tourism. Evarytlme this idea has b e e n  
studied, it has been soundly rejected,

***Studies recommend AGAINST Kantishna d e v e l o p m e n t  ***

The q u e s t i o n  of overcrowding in the Park has be e n  s t u died for 
years b y  the Park Service. In Feb r u a r y  1992 the National Park 
Service r eleased the Denali Access Task Force R e p o r t , w h e r e  the 
second road was the most prominent issue and recom m e n d e d  that a 
new r o a d  into the Kantishna area of Denali National Park is not 
Justified. The task force supported development on the 3outh o i d e  
of Denali and in other parks, (prase release enclosed)

The Kanti s h n a  Resource Management Plan for Denali released in 
July of 1990 states that the Park Service should acquire all 
inholdlngs in the Kantishna Hills under a phased a cquisition 
plan. That "NPS is particularly concerned b y  commercial 
development that would cause a major shift in focus of the p a r k  
experience away from a nature preserve w h ere wildlife v i e w i n g  
along the Denali park road corridor is a prim a r y  resource, to a 
hub for access to commercial recreational facilities.

"If the Kantishna area were to continue to d e v e l o p  unchecked, the 
increase of traffic to that area is inevitable. Without 
restrictions on  the level of traffic, wil d l i f e  viewings w o u l d  
continue to drop. As exemplified by the advertisements of the 
businesses In the local area, the major a t t raction is the 
wildlife v i e w i n g  in Denali. If that we r e  n o  longer available, 
all local businesses would lose revenue, including any facilities 
that had been developed in Kantishna."

The P o r k  Service is committed to buying priva t e l y  held parc e l s  in 
Kantishna to protect valuable wildlife habitat and prevent 
further development. The mining claim acquisition program 
currently has a budget of $8 million, Including $3 m i l l i o n  
appropriated for fiscal 1993. (Boyd Sponaugle, NPS Realty 
Specialist, 257-2534)

*** Southside Denali la the answer

The Denali National Pa r k  General Management Plan discusses 
southslde development as a practical alternative for increased t.
visitor use. "The escalating demands on Denali's resources,
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coupled w i t h  the need to provide a visitor experience equal to 
the resources, Is the the single mo3t critical problem facing 
p a r k  managers. The s olution prese n t e d  in this pl a n  is to expand 
recreational opportunities on the south side of Denali.... 
additional d e m a n d  cannot be accomodated in the existing park road 
corridor w i t hout a significant decline in the visible wildlife, 
b u t  it can be a c c o m modated if the south side Is develeped as an 
alternative d e stination for visitors. Tog e t h e r  the n o rth and 
s o uth sides will offer a large range of v i s i t o r  experiences 
g e a r e d  to the full complement of Denali's outstanding natural 
resources. Developed In this way, the parks should be able to 
meet v i s i t o r  demands for ma n y  years." (pg. 12. General Management 
Plan, 1906) There are currently plans for southside development, 
w h i c h  is a l r e a d y  on road and rail lines. W h y  would the State 
want a v e r y  expensive road into Kantishna federal land wh e n  there 
are options on state controlled land!!!!

*** Environmental Damage to Kantishna ***

"A nor t h e r n  access route through the p a r k  w o u l d  have severe 
environmental impacts. The Stampede Trail crosses the denning 
areas of the Toklat and Savage wolf packs, the winter range of 
the Denali caribou herd, the m a jor movement corridor along the 
Toklat R iver for both wolves and caribou, and many miles of 
prlstine country. The benefits to visitors of having expanded 
services in the nor t h e r n  portion of the pa r k  w o u l d  not justify 
the ecological damage," (page 32, General Management Plan, 1986)

*** NOT A ZERO FISCAL N O T E ! ! *** HJR 28 proposes that the
private sector will build a n e w  road or railroad. The estimates 
from the Dept, of Transportation acknowledge the road w o u l d  cost 
$80-120 million! (Promoter Thomas Engine e r i n g  of Fairbanks 
estimates a railroad at $216 million) H o w  c a n  private Industry 
do this w i t h o u t  State money? They won't. Even though the State
has not done a comprehensive study on the n e e d  for another road
into Kantishna, DOT is spending $200,000 of public money on 
prelim i n a r y  euyluec:x jng otudieo. Tha Alsftlra does not
have righ t - o f - w a y  into Kantishna. The c o n t e s t e d  right-of-way 
a s s e rtions will cost thousands of dollars in litigation.

H J R  28 is based on erroneous information and faulty assumptions, 
and will HARM Denali National Park. H J R  28 is a time w a s ting 
diversion, trying to coerce the Pa r k  Service into overdevelopment 
instead of working on Denali State Park plans, where the state 
w o uld have control and a real solution. Y o u r  vote against H J R  28 
will w i s e l y  encourage development in other parts of the state, 
and n o t  in I C a r v f c i o h n a  whore we tibpH it the least!

S i r  - *

L e  I » V  . W. M J. J. . I.y . w..

Denali Citizen's Council
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F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  CONTACT: J o h n  Q u i n l e ^ " ^
F e b r u a r y  19, 1992 (^Public A f f a i r s  (90?) 257-2696 \

D E N A L ^ T A S K F O R C ^  f H K t t E H B

A  t a s k  force of h i g h - l e v e l  National P a r k  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s
«

h a s  f o u n d  th a t  w i t h  so m e  improvements, the existing r o a d  in 

D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  pa r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e  is adequate and t h a t  a s e c o n d  

r o a d  t o  Kanti s h n a  is n o t  justified.
 ______________  m m m m m m
T h e  qu e s t i o n  of a s e c o n d  r o a d  wa3 the m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  issue 

for the t a s k  force, w h i c h  w a s  appoi n t e d  last y e a r  b y  J a m e s  

Riden o u r ,  d i r e c t o r  of the N a t i o n a l  Park Service. T h e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  task force's r e p o r t  t o  the 

d i r e c t o r ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  th i s  week.

T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  opinion o f  t a s k  force members, 

a n d  h a v e  not been e n d o r s e d  b y  R i d e n o u r  or t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  

Interior.

T h e  t a s k  force w a s  d i r e c t e d  to oxamine h o w  the p a r k  has 

b a l a n c e d  the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  resources w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  

p u b l i c  d e m a n d  for ac c e s s  to t h e  pa r k  interior, to c o n s i d e r  the 

s a f e t y  and a d e q u a c y  o f  the e x i s t i n g  pa r k  road, and to c o n s i d e r  

a l t e r n a t i v e  access t o  Kantishna, t h e  m a j o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  

i n h o l d i n g s  in the pa r k ' s  interior.

P u b l i c  comment, t e s t i m o n y  from private ind u s t r y  a n d  the 
s t a t e  o f  Alaska, a n d  .research into the p a r k ' s  m a n d a t e s  w e r e  used 
to r o a c h  t h e  conclusions. T h e  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are a i m e d  at 
p r o t e c t i n g  w i l d l i f e  a n d  o t h e r  p a r k  values, impro v i n g  safety, 
i n c r e a s i n g  visitation, and m a k i n g  pa r k  v i s i t s  e a s i e r  for people.

«
—  M O R E  —



T h e  t a s k  fores supported c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  plans 
for t h e  s o u t h  side o f  Denali, p lans w h i c h  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  s i t e s  for 
a v i s i t o r  center,"trails, and o t her facilities. T h e  four d r a f t  
c o n c e p t s  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  were ou t l i n e d  in a w o r k b o o k  ma d e  p u b l i c  
F e b r u a r y  14. Pu b l i c  c o m m e n t  will run t h r o u g h  A p r i l  10, 1992.

T h e  t a s k  force al s o  supported t h e  A l a s k a  R e g i o n ' s  f a c i l i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  for parks other t h a n  Dfenali, "Investing 
in o t h e r  a r e a s  — ■ w i t h  v i s i t o r  centers, trails, c a m p g r o u n d s  and 
the n e c e s s a r y  admi n i s t r a t i v e  facilities —  w o u l d  b r i n g  A l a s k a  far 
greater, a n d  surer, b e n e f i t s  than w o u l d  e x p a n d e d  facilities in 
the K a n t i s h n a  area," t h e  report concluded.

T h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  ta s k  force w e r e  J o h n  M- Morehead, 
a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  for operations, Washington, D.C. (since 
a p p o i n t e d  A l a s k a  r e gional d i r e c t o r ) ? Don C a s t l eberry, regional 
director, N P S  M i d w e s t  Region? Paul Haerfcol, a s s o c i a t e  r egional 
director, A l a s k a  Region; Bob Barbee, s u p e rintendent, Y e l l o w s t o n e  
N a t i o n a l  Park; Russell W. Berry, Jr., s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Denali 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and Preserve; Elmer H e r n a n d e z  and J i m  Straughan, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  planners, NPS Denver Serv i c e  Center.

—  NPS —

5 0 'd  9 i£ t2 9 3  'ON XUJ HflNH SM1W.MW g A i m - i o r i m ; n*c t  :im c g - f j  \iuir



J / v n i M i if

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
p e h  W

As one of the premier wildlife viewing areas in the National Park 
System, Denali National Park and Preserve is properly considered 
a m a jor visitor destination for people around the world. More 
than any other attraction, the mountains ar.d wildlife of Denali 
d e f i n e  A l a s k a  for thousands of visitors and'for scores of 
compa n i e s  marketing the Last Frontier.

Like national parks in the Lower 48, Denali has struggled to 
accommodate growing visitation and respect the rights of 
inholders while at the same time has fulfilled its mission to 
protect the wild life, natural processes, and scenery of the pa r k  
for generations to come.

The focus of that struggle has been the 90-mile park road, a 
n a r r o w  ri b b o n  reaching deep into a wilderness valley. The 
b a l a n c e  st r u c k  for the past 20 years —  limited private vehi c l e  
access, p r o v i s i o n  of free public transportation and encouragement 
of i r h o l d e r s  to minimize their use of the park's only road —  
has, for the most part, worked.

This t a s k  force was charged with examining that balance, to 
c o n s i d e r  the safety and adequacy of the park road, and to 
c o n s i d e r  alternative access to Kantishna, the m ajor collection of 
inholdings in the park's interior.

A f t e r  s e v eral public meetings and meetings with state, local and 
b u s i n e s s  organizations, the task force rec o g n i z e d  there e x i s t e d  a 
b r o a d  range of opinion regarding the future of Denali N a tional 
Park. Further, the ta s k  force r ealized that any compromise w h i c h  
m a i n t a i n s  the balance of the Park Service's mission will 
n e c e s s a r i l y  leave some interest groups less than satisfied.

The task force makes the following six primary recommendations to 
the D i r e c t o r  of the Notional Park Service: «

T h e r o  ii no ne e d  for on additional gravel o r  p a v e d  road into 
the Kantiahna area of Danall Nat i o n a l  Park and Preserve. A
n e w  road is not justifiable in terms of its effect on the 
p a r k  purposes or on wildlife. N e i ther is it justifiable 
w i t h  regard to economics or v i s i t o r  services. The park's 
m a j o r  concessioner, large tour companies and smaller 
inh o l d e r  operations oppose both a northern access route and 
m a j o r  changes to the character of the existing road.
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Power Systems:
The system is proposed as an electric traction (powered) railroad similar to 
nearly all the train systems in Europe. These systems facilitate 
communication and power transmission, but until all question relating to 
this concept are cleared, we must also consider diesel-electric. Our current 
plans call for the use of standard gauge rails and couplings to facilitate an 
intertie with the Alaska Railroad. W e  have discussed with the Alaska 
Railroad the utilization of the A.R.R.’s maintenance facilities to reduce 
costs.

The majority ot Alaskan tourism is on a large scale and is growing. This project 
will serve the interests of the large scale segment of the touring industry as well 
as, the self guided tourist will and "eco-tourist". The later represents only a 
small portion of the touring public and mostly those in the economic class that 
can afford the specialized trips.

Til.; proposed route of the Kantishna Railroad provides beautiful Alaskan interior 
viewing and longer and better viewing of the Mt. Mckinley. The route proposed 
does not touch Wilderness Area land. The "product" the Kantishna Railroad will 
carry is Denali National Park, we did not create it, It belongs to the public and 
must be accessible, even to those who are disabled and in their later years or who 
have marginal budgets.

W e  urge you to pass H J R  28. It is essential to the expansion of tourism 
infrastructure in Alaska.

With best regards I am.

Sincerely yours.
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Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone:
K G I  has suggested the creation of a Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone 
(KHTZ). The purpose of this zone would be to create an area in which 
touris. n  facilities could be developed under strict zoning. Several thousand 
acres of land in Kantishna is privately owned, some in patented mining 
claims with more in application for Patent. Tourism operations currently 
exist in Kantishna and others are being planned. The K H T Z  could be a 
manifestation of the concept of "Zones of Confluence" where the statutory 
mandate to the National Park Service to deliver the Parks to the people 
while protecting them could be accomplished. This concept is similar to the 
Primary Tourism Zone suggested by A V A  studies. The K H T Z  could 
produce revenues in the form of user fees, tariffs, rents, taxes etc., 
offsetting its cost of operation.

The K H T Z  would provide the private property inholders in the Park with the 
ability to utilize their holdings for tourism activities while at the same time 
eliminating the need for the N P S  co continue the already implemented, very 
costly program of buying them out. W e  have been advised that the National 
Park Service has some zoning powers.

The Denali Borough could create a special or enterprise zone or even a Port 
Authority in the Kantishna area to be used to control important 
developmental factors such as:
A. Architectural standards. B.Solid waste.
C. Trails and activities on them. D. Quality and safety of area 
developments.
E. Historic Preservation, including the authentic restoration of the 
Kantishna townsite and perhaps the historic Stampede Mine.

Location and Route:
The Kantishna Railroad(KRR) is proposed as an environmentally sound 
and sensible mass transit system creating access to the Park interior along 
a northern route. Approximately 90 miles in length, no portion of the 
railroad route will pass tlirough the wilderness portion of Denali. It will be 
designed for tourism with enough freight capacity to service Park Service, 
inholders and the railroad operations in the Kantishna area.

True Access To The Pari ;
Passenger coaches and terminals will have full handicapped access in 
compliance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(A.D.A.) and will bring m a n y  benefits to our operation. W e  feel Eco- 
Tourism is not just for the physically fit. The majority of Alaskan visitors 
feel a very close relationship to the land even though they m a y  not be 
physically able to hike over it.

Environmental Conservation and Recycling:
The control of sewage and solid waste will be accomplished through the use 
of low water, foam operated toilets coupled to composting systems. This 
process will dramatically reduce the use of water and reduce potentially 
hazardous sanitary problems. Solid waste control will, be through a 
vigorous and up-to-date recycling program and use of the proposed regional 
facility at Nenana, now being planned.
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To correct this problem it has been suggested a second road be created, but as 
visitor volume has grown, so has the potential for damage a road might do to the 
Park eco-systems.

The 1965 Federal law on Park concessions states;"Congress hereby fin d s  the 
preservation o f p a rk  values requires such public accommodations, fac ilitie s and  
services as have to be provided in  those areas should be provided under ca re fu lly  
contro lled safeguards against unregulated and indiscrim inate use, so tha t heavy 
v isita tion  not undu ly im pa ir these values. . ” . A  second road would be clearly in 
conflict with the intent of this statement.

Solution:
The Kantishna Group Incorporated has proposed the construction of a tourism 
railroad from-Lignite to Kantishna, Alaska. The project would include the 
construction of terminal facilities at each end of the railroad and would be 
financed privately.

The Kantishna Railroad would provide the controlled and discriminating access 
and distinctly different tourism activities necessary for the Park service to support 
this signifieant change in the 75 year operation of Denali National Park.

Alaska, is a popular destination, it is safe, accessible, quick to reach by air or sea, 
has no terrorism, English is spoken and no currency conversion are required. 
Alaska has spent a great deal of money on marketing and now sees the visitor / 
tourism industry as the third largest sector of its private economy with a growth 
rate of 4 %  to 7%. Highway visitor volume rose by 20% in 1992.

Mitigating adverse impact of traffic on Park road:
A  rail / utility corridor along the northern routing suggested by KGI, will 
provide discriminating and controlled public access to Kantishna. This 
will allow the N P S  to exercise controls on the Park road and reduce the 
impact on the adjacent wilderness area. High trainc volume on the 
existing road causes an adverse impact on the wildlife in the wilderness 
area of Denali.

The Kantishna Railroad built on said rail utility corridor will eliminate the 
"choke" point and provide high quality low impact access into the Park. It 
will re-focus tours for viewing Mt. Mckinley, historic preservation, 
conservation education, outdoor recreation and wildlife. It will eliminate 
the adverse impact on wildlife. It would be foolhardy to conclude that 
visitor volumes or tourism will decrease over the next thirty years. It is 
irresponsible for tourism to be constrained by a lack of infrastructure or to 
be discounted as a major factor in Alaska'3 jconomy.

Zoning
A  Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone (KHTZ) could provide a mechanism for 
zoning privately held land in the Kantishna region. It could be organized 
as a special zoning district of the Denali Borough or as a Fort Authority of 
the Borough. Agreements could be made between the Borough and the 
NPS, as in other states for the Park Service to enforce policies established by 
the Borough. Clearly, the Kantishna region is a special place where 
assessments of the historic places and objects should be made and historic 
preservation and authentic restoration should be undertaken.
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Kantishna Group Incorporated
Post Office Box 71047, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

Tel: 907-456-7906 Fax:970451-6494

March 22,1993

Senate Transportation Committee
Senator Bert Sharp, Chairman
Sen Phillips, Vice Chairman
Members: Sen. Kelly, Sen. Kertula, Sen. Lincoln.
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801- 1182

Dear Senatoi Sharp:

W e  wish to thank the members of the Senate Transportation Committee for their 
good work on behalf of Alaska and especially for their consideration of H J R  28.

Quoting Chapter 1 of Title 16 of Federal law which establishes the National Park 
Service. " The Service ... shall promote and regulate the use of Federal areas 
known as...national parks, monuments and reservations... by such means and 
measures as to conform to the fundamental purpose of said parks, monuments 
and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and 
historic objects and wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same 
in a manner and by such a means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment o f future generations. "

H.TR28 urges the Governor and the executive branch to be aggressive in their 
resolve to enhance the Mt. Mckinley experience by developing environmentally 
sound access into the Kantishna Area and the establishment of a Kantishna 
Visitor Activity Zone. It further resolves that appropriate State agpncies work 
with the National Park Service and interested members of the public and private 
sectors to investigate establishing a rail utility corridor into Kantishna in which 
the private sector could construct and operate a transportation system and other 
facilities that would serve the public needs and, it further resolves that all levels of 
the government should persue necessary studies, land acquisition processes and 
other necessary permits to accomplish the above stated goals.

Contrary to statements in opposition to this resolution, H J R  28 has no fiscal note 
and does not mention the construction of roads. It does however, present a logical 
concept which addresses the problems facing Denali National Park and the 
impact of those problems have on the growth of tourism in the State of Alaska.

W e  support H J R  28 and submit the following as background information 
supporting the creation of a rail utility corridor into Denali National Park:

Problems in Denali:
W h e n  Denali National Park was expanded in the 1980's and Denali became a 
Park and Preserve and a Wilderness Area. Inholders maintained their rights of 
access for themselves and their guests. The original Park became Wilderness, 
with the exception of the existing park road which bisects it. If effect, there are 
two Wilderness Areas. The road was built to access the Park interior by the N P S  
and not to handle thousands of busses each season it is said to have reached its 
"carrying capacity".



NfiR 01 '3 3  1 5 :2 9  EGFVJNF/RIDCfl

D E N A L I  B O R O U G H ,  A L A S K A

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 3 - 0 2

A  R E S O L U T I O N  E N D O R S I N G  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  R A I L R O A D / U T I L I T Y  
C O R R I D O R  F O R  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  A C C E S S .

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i s  t h e  t o p  v i s i t o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  is a  c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r  
I n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  St a t e ,  and.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  l i m i t s  o n  a c c e s s  i n t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  r e s t r i c t  m a n y
v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e  P a r k  t h a t  w o u l d  l i k e  to, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  l a c k  o f  a c c e s s  t o  D e n a l i  c r e a t e s  a b o t t l e n e c k  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r /  
t o u r i s m  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  P a r k  i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  
S o u t h  D e n a l i  C o n c e p t  P l a n  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  ; d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  " D e n a l i  T a s k  F o r c e  R e p o r t "  r e l e a s e d  in
1 9 9 2  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n y  i m m e d i a t e  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  c a p a c i t y  o n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  n o r t h  e n t r a n c e  r o ad, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  " D e n a l i  T a s k  F o r c e  R e p o r t "  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
r a i l  a c c e s s  c o n c e p t  a s  c a p t i v a t i n g ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  Inc. h a s  p r o p o s e d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d ,  
s e n s i b l e ,  i n n o v a t i v e ,  a n d  u n i q u e  t o u r i s m  r a i l r o a d  b e t w e e n  H e a l y  a n d  K a n t i s h n a  
t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  of  A l a s k a n  v i s i t o r s ,  a n d

A N D  W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  it, w i l l  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  p e r m a n e n t  j o b s  a n d  e t h e r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  I n c . ' s  r a i l r o a d ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D :  t h a t  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  a n d  M a y o r
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  I n c . ' s  p l a n s  t o  c o n s t i u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  
a  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  t o u r i s m  r a i l r o a d  i n t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .

F U R T H E R  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D :  t h a t  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  a n d  M a y o r
e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a t  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  
a n d  N a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i t s  G o v e r n o r ,  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  
N a t i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n ,  t o  g i v e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  R a i l r o a d  
U t i l i t y  C o r r i d o r  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  Inc. a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  s e n s i b l e  m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  P a r k  t o  b e t t e r  
s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  W o r l d .

P A S S E D  a n d  A P P R OVED, b y  t h e  D E N A L I  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  t h i s  1 4 t h  d a y  o f  F e b r u a r y ,
1 9 9 3 .



Department of Transportation 
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BILL NO: HJR 28 A P P R O V E D :

TITLE: Support Kantishna Area DATE: March 3, 1993
Tourism Development

D O T & P F  supports improved access to the Kantishna Area. It would relieve 
the bottleneck that exists around the existing entrance to Denali National 
Park. That bottleneck has resulted in escalating land use, traffic, and tourism 
capacity problems. The fact that people travel to the state and are 
unsuccessful in adequately accessing Denali National Park, including Mt. 
McKinley, reflects poorly on the state's tourism industry rather than on the 
National Park Service.

Improved access to the Kantishna Area would allow expansion of the tourist 
industry by making quality Mt. McKinley viewing accessible to large numbers 
of people. Such use would be non-consumptive, would satisfy an existing 
demand (much of which is currently not satisfied), and would impact a small 
percentage of Denali National Park (much of which has previously been 
developed to support mining).

D O T & P F  is proceeding with a location study for improved access to 
Kantishna. This resolution would offer substantial support to our effort.
That would be valuable as we develop this project within Denali National 
Park. Rail is one of the alternative modes that will be considered. If, through 
the Federal-Aid location/environmental process, the N E P A  process and the 
A N I L C A  Title XI process, it is identified as the preferred alternative, D O T & P F  
would advocate its development.

D O T & P F  is opposed to selection of a preferred alternative until the 
location/environmental process has satisfactorily completed. Such a 
premature decision would jeopardize Federal-Aid funding (to the extent it 
would be applicable) and would jeopardize the process of securing necessary 
rights of w a y  within Denali National Park.

For Further Information contact Katy McHugh at 465-3900.



Representative Tom Brice
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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907-465-3466

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H J R  28

E s t a b l i s h i n g  r a i l  a c c e s s  a n d  a v i s i t o r  a r e a  i n  K a n t i s h n a  w o u l d  
h e l p  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o v e r c r o w d i n g  a n d  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t h a t  
D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  is n o w  s u f f e r i n g .  A  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o a d  a c c e s s ,  in a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  m a n n e r .

R a i l  a c c e s s  t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a d d s  v i s i t o r  c a p a c i t y  and 
it c r e a t e s  a n e w  w a y  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  park. P r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
c a p i t a l  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of a 
r a i l r o a d  u s i n g  t h i s  a c c e s s  c o r r i d o r .  T h e  j o b s  c r e a t e d  w o u l d  h e l p  
t o  s t a b i l i z e  a n d  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o n o m y  at  a t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  
w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  o f f s e t  d e c l i n i n g  o i l  r e v e n u e s .

A l a s k a ' s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  t a k e  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t u r n .  We  
m u s t  s t a r t  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  w h e n  t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  w e l l­
b e i n g  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  st a t e .  C n e  s u c h  e f f o r t  is o u t l i n e d  in H J R  28. 
T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  is a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  b e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  in i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  t o u r i s m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
t h e  v i s i t o r s  o f  A l a s k a .  B y  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r a i l  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  l e a s e d  f r o m  the 
s t a t e  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v i s i t o r  a c t i v i t y  
a r e a  in K a n t i s h n a ,  w e  c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  this.

District 30
[3 ®



FISCAL NOTE
1993 L E G I S I A T I V E  S E S S I O N
Revision Date: Original
Title; Supporting increase access near Mt. McKinley

STATE OF ALASKA B I L L  N O .  H . m  28

Dept. Affected: Natural Resources 
BRU: Resource Development 
Component: Land Development

Sponsor Representative Brice
Requestor House Transportation Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 CAPITAL 0. 0 0 0 0 0

1 REVENUE FUND SOURCE: N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1C02 FEDERAL RECEIPTS 
1003 GF MATCH 
1C04 GF
1005 GF/PROG RECEIPTS
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY 93) Impact $ None

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a separate page if necessary.)
There has long been an interest in providing a transportation route into the north side o f Mt. McKinley. This resolution supports 
those efforts by having interested members of the public and private sectors work w ith appropriate state agencies and the 
National Park Service to accomplish that goal.

Prepared By: Ron Swanson 
Division: Land____________ -< 2_ Phone: 762-2692

Approved by Commissioner: Glenn A. Olds 
Agency: Natural Resources____________

Date: March 4. 1993

Date:

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’S L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E
F o r fu r th e r  d l i ln b u tto n  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll  th e  G overnor'*  L e fia la tJv a  Offlco



1 9 9 3 - 1 9 9 4
C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E S / F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E S
L I ST O F FILES (PA G E  1}___________________________________ M I C R O F I C H E  #

H B  524 - C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E
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