


BILL NO: HB 183

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

POSITION 
PAPER

APPROVED:

TITLE: Transportation Corridor:i
Fairbanks - Nome

DATE: March 3, 1993

DOT&PF is available to perform  th is  w ork if a u th o rized  and  funded. 
The in fo rm ation  gained  w ould be valuab le  in te rm s of identifying a 
fu tu re  co rrid o r and in p ro tec tin g  it d u rin g  s u b s e q u e n t  land  
m a n a g e m e n t/la n d  u se  p la n n in g  exercises. T he in fo rm ation  would 
also be u se fu l to fu tu re  tra n s p o rta tio n  p lan n in g  a n d  developm ent 
ex erc ises .

D evelopm ent of access  w ith in  the  re su ltin g  co rrid o r w ould su p p o rt 
expansion  of the  s ta te ’s re so u rc e -b a se d  in d u s tr ie s . It w ould also 
serve su rface  tra n sp o rta tio n  betw een  E u ro p e /A sia  an d  N orth 
A m erica.

The d e p a r tm e n t is o p p o sed  to S ec tion  1(E)(2).

F o r  F u r t h > P O S I T I O N  P A P E R 5-3904.



BILL NO: HB 182

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

POSITION 
PAPER

APPRO VTED:

TITLE: A pprop: Fairbanks-N om e
Transportation Corridor

DATE: March 3, 1993

DOT&PF su p p o r ts  the proposed  reco n n a issan ce  w ork in th a t the  
in fo rm ation  gained  from it w ould be valuab le  in re la ted  land 
m an a g em en t decisions (i.e., it could help  p rev en t land  m an ag em en t 
dec isions from  foreclosing on tran sp o rta tio n  options). The 
in fo rm ation  ga ined  could a lso  be inco rpo ra ted  in to  long-term  
tra n sp o rta tio n  p lann ing  for in te rio r an d  W estern  Alaska.

F o r  F u r t h e r  Information contact Kat y  M c H u g h  at 465-3904.
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'Wa L E S  n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n

- W A L E S . A L A S K A  9 9 7 8 3  --  
- T E L  - ( 9 0 7 >

X ‘ntrri- < 8 - ? c a - * . * * * ® , *  i&a> &  *#*•

S e p t e m b e r  15, 1992

M r  . J i m  Sc i m p  fie
N o m e  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e
C o m m i e c e e  f o r  C o o p e r a c i o n ,
C o m m e r c e  a n d  P e a c e  
P.O. 3 o x  25!
N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2

D e a r  Mr. S c i m p f l e :

S p e a k i n g  f o r  C h e  3 o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  of che W a l e s  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,

I b e l i e v e  o u r  c o n s e n s u s  w o u l d  be to p a r t i c i p a t e  in Che B e r i n g  S c r a i c  
T u n n e l  a n d  R a i l  P r o j e c t .  Ac t h e  s a m e  ci m e  we, as C h e  B o a r d  of 

D i r e c t o r s ,  c a n n o c  e n d o r s e  n o r  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  u n t i l  che s h a r e h o l d e r s  
of o u r  C o r p o r a t i o n  g i v e s  us ics s u p p o r t  a n d  e n d o r s e m e n t  to b e g i n  che 

" s c o p i n g  s t u d i e s " .

A p o c e n c i a l  p r o j e c t  of t h i s  m a g n i t u d e  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  and 
p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  s h a r e h o l d e r s ( w h o  h a v e  v o t e d  us in as B o a r d  of 

D i r e c t o r s ) .  O u r  p l a n s  w i l L  be to p u b l i c i z e  a n d  i n f o r m  s h a r e h o l d e r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  c h e  t u n n e l  v i a  o u r  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  is p u b l i s h e d  
e v e r y  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  T h e n  at o u r  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  of s h a r e h o l d e r s  d u r i n g  
che m o n t h  of A p r i l  1993, it w i l l  be put in t o  a q u e s t i o n  b a l l o t  to be 

v o t e d  on as s t a t e d  in o u r  b y - l a w s .

In the m e a n t i m e ,  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  us as i n f o r m e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  by 
k e e p i n g  us i n f o r m e d .  We w o u l d  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  c o p i e s  o f  c o r r e­
s p o n d e n c e ,  e t c .  If and a f t e r  c h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  c h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  
a p p r o v e  the q u e s t i o n  ballot*, t h e n  that w o u l d  be a g r e e n  l i g h t  and a 

l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  w o u l d  t h e n  be i n i t i a t e d .

T h a n k  y o u  a n d  G e o r g e  K o u n a l  for c a k i n g  the c i m e  to p r e s e n t  Che T u n n e l  
P r o j e c t  to c h e  W a l e s  N a c i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n  and all y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W a l t e r  M. Weyapufc, 
P r e s  i d e n c

W a l e s  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n



WALTER J .  H ICXEL, GOVERNOR

The following information is in response to your December 23, 1SS2 inquiry regarding the 
estimated cost for reconnaissance work to identify an alignment for raiircad extension to 
the Seward Peninsula. We did a similar estimate in 1S80 based on what it had cost us 
for comparable work between Eelson Air Force Base and the Canadian Border. The 
following figures reflea that estimate, updated to take into account inflation, technological 
advances, a substantial increase in length, and the relatively remote nature of new 
corridor. Tne estimate is based on a distance of S75 miles from Fairbanks to Lost River 
through Tanana, Allakaket and Bomite. While that may, or may net, be the ultimate 
alignment, it appears to be representative of the relative length of any possible alignment 
from Fairbanks to the Western Seward Peninsula.

Cost Breakdown 
Reconnaissance Photography

-tcpo map work to identify alignment(s)
-color photography of an entire route including 
alternate routes over 50% of its length

$ 7 5 ,C C 0

Reconnaissance Study 
-photo interpretation 
-some fieldwork 
-selecting a route for mapping 
-compile preliminary report

S S O .C C O

Reconnaissance Subtotal &IS5J3QQ
(This is as far as we could go without performing on-the-ground work. It would be 
adequate for identifying a corridor. It would not be adequate for identifying right of way 
limits. Tne following steps would be required for defining the necessary right of way. Tne 
estimated costs do not include environmental work that could be required for ground 
work, especially on park and refuge lands.)

■PARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 

CHIEF O F PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

2201 PSGcR RCAD 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316 
PHCNE: (S07) 451-5150

December 23, 1SS2

Re: Fairbanks-Sevyard Peninsula
Raiircad Extension

Red Swanson 
113 W. 5th Street 
Juneau, AK SSSQ1

Dear Mr. Swanson:



Red Swsnscn . o  . Decemder 22, 1SS

Placing pnoto control panels an ground SS2Q,CCQ
(assumes all work dene with helicopters).

Aerial photography for mapping. $85,CC0

Centre! survey fcr mapping S5,CC0,CC0
(assumes consultant contract).

Selecting center line for mapping S1C0,CC0
-a study cf the mapping phctcs 
-seme field work

Mapping a SCO feet band fcr 375 miies. $840,CCO

Placing a final center line on mapping S160,CC0

Defining the right cf way along the selected • S30,CC0
center line.

-ties to section corners and property comers 
-property descriptions, etc.

Right of Way Mapping Subtotal S7.135.CC0

Total Cost cf Reconnaissance/Lccaticn Project S7.3C0.CC0 
(not including Environmental document).

As you see, the cost of work that could be done to identify a corridor, without getting on 
the ground, is relatively small ($165,OCO). On the ether hand, delineation of right of way 
limits would cost substantially mere and would involve actual ground work.

Please contact me if you have questions regarding either the cost estimate or the 
reconnaissance/location process.

Sincerely,

Norm Piispanen 
Access Planner 
Northern Region



I d :  (095) 231-46-45 
Fax: (095) 233-40-44

3. Orciinia 13 / 9-42, 
Moscow 113035, Russia

Tcacqjon: (095) 231-46-45 
•Daxc: (095) 233-40-34

Poccatf. 113035 Moczaa 
3. Gpjrbmsa 13 / 9-42

/ Tisctpon: (202) 463-3400 
<5azc: (202) 333-3082

BamrTHTTOH. o r p .  X o n y w d a jr 
20006, CUL\

315 XoHHexTHKyT .Aaeroo 
Cdaepo-3auaji, x o m h . 300

Washington, D.C. 20006 U.S 
Td: t202) 463-4400 
Fax: (202) 333-3082

Suits 300
315 Connecticut Ave.. N.W.

INTERHEM1SPHERIC BERING STRA IT TUNNEL & RAILROAD GROUP 

TPAHCKOHTMHEK TAJlb 
ME)KKOHTV1HEHTARbHAfl )KETIE3HAfl flOPOrA H TOHHERb MEPE3 

BEPUHfOB nPORUB

The Honorable Jeannette James
State Capital
Juneau Ak 59801-1182

Dear Representative James:

On behalf o f  the Interhemispheric Bering Strait Tunnel and Railway Group, I would like to 
express deep felt thanks for your work on the Bills to expand Alaska’s railroad infrastructure 
and end the transport isolation o f  the State.

The state o f  Alaska is truly a "jewel in the crown"; a fact many people in Washington and 
elsewhere do not realize and appreciate. Construction o f a modem railroad through the State 
to connect with the Asian and European railroad network via the Bering Strait (the project our 
Consortium has been working on for the last 7 years) would establish the state o f Alaska as the 
hub o f world transport and commerce. The Bills you have sponsored are essential steps needed 
to bring this timely Project closer to reality.

March 2, 1993 GX/93093

Sincerelvvours

George Koum J  7 
4-vhairman, EBSTRG

copy: Mr. Red Swanson
IBSTRG Nome/Moscow/W ashington 
Mr. J. Henri



NOME PHAMBfcR OF COMMERCE
P.O. Bcx25:( Nome, Aiasfcs 5S>u2 

Committee fcr Coooeraiion. Commerce 
and Peace- (907) 443-2002

Rep. R i c n a r d  F o s t e r  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C h a i r m a n

M a r c h  29, 1992

RE: H o u s e  Bill * 1 9 2  a n c  * 1 8 3

T h e  N o m e  C h a m b e r  cf C o m m e r c e , 3 c a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  er.ccrsec 
the g e n era! idea cf a trar.seortaticn a n c  u t i l i t y  c o r r l c o r  to 
the S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a  at I f  5 last B e a r d  m e e t i n g  in March.

F u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e p e n d s  g r e a t l y  on the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  cf land r e s o u r c e s  on the S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a .  A 
r a i l r o a d  a n d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  w o u l d  g r e a t !•/'e n h a n c e  the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of m i n e r a l s  a n d  u s e  cf coal a n d  .natural g a s  
r e s o u r c e s  to g e n e r a t e  e l e c t r i c a l  p o w e r  for sale or use on 
the S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a .

A  1a n d - d a s e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  c o u l d  c r e a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n e i e s  for r e s i d e n t s  on the S e w a r d  ' 
P e n i n s u l a  m  the a r e a  cf m i n i n g ,  t o u r i s m ,  a n d  s e r v i c e  
r e l a t e d  I n d u s t r i e s .

S i n c e r e  1y

/ f  J i m  S t i m p f l e  
/ , P r e s i d e n t

(907) 4 4 3 - 2 0 0 2  cel. a n d  F A X



Bera'Nq Straits N ative C o r po r at io n

M a r c h  30, 1993
• j

The K c n c r a b i s  R i c h a r d  Fcstar 
Alas ka  S t a t a i R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
State C a p i to l 
Juneau, A K  99311

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Poster,
I

The B e r i n g  S t r ai ts  Native C o r p o r a t i o n  (3SNC) h as r e c e i v e d  a 
copy of H o u s e  Bill n um be r 132 and 133 c o n c e r n i n g  the funding 
and* i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and d el in e a t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
u t il it y c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  F ai rbanks and the S e w a r d  Peninsula.

I
3SNC favo rs  the allocat i on  of funding for t h i s  project. 
However, H 3  133 w o u l d  as c u r r e n t l y  vcrdad a l l o w  the State 
De pa rt m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public F a c i l i t i e s  authority 
to a c q ui r e r i gh ts  o f  way across land w i t h i n  t h e  "corridor". 
3SNC a d v o c a t e s  a lease ag r ee m e n t  rather t h a n  condemnation.

While 3 S N C  fhvors the abov* n o t e d  bills, a c t i o n  wo ul d be 
needed b y  our 3 o a r d  of D ir ectors cn BSNC's stan ce  of the 
actual b u i l d i n g  cf a cor ri do r betwe en  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  the 
Seward Peninsula.

i»
While m u c h  b e n e f i t  m a y  be d e r i v e d  from such a corridor, there 
are m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  as to its p ot ential impact of the 
s u b s i s t e n c e  ca sh  e c o n o m y  w h i c h  currently e x i s t s  in 3 S N C 1s 
villages. 3S NC  d o e s  not a d v o c a t e  any p r o j e c t  t h a t  will
nega :ively i m pa ct  t he subaistar.ee economy cf c ur villages.

;
3SNC b e l i e v e s  t ha t the Stats m u s t  davota funds to study and 
d e l i n e a t e  a c o r r i d o r  and iden t if y the k no wn  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  
m i ne ra l o c c u r r e n c e s  along s uc h a route. I f  and w h e n  such a 
p r o j e c t  is f i n a n c i a l l y  feasible and s u p p o r t e d  b y  the people 
of the B S N C  region, the m a j o r i t y  cf the ini ti al  pr el im i n a r y  
w o r k  w o u l d  be c o m p l e t e d  by p a s s a g e  cf the a b o v e  notad bills.

11

P C . 2 c x  'CL 4A3-2S”



At tba a pp r o p r i a t e  t i n e , pleas e contact 3SNC f o r  a c t i o n  by 
lt3 3 oa rd  of p i r s c t o r 3  for a polic y s t a t e m e n t  on the  a c t u a l  
devel op me nt  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r id or  b a t w e e n  F a i r b a n k s  
and tha S e w a r d  Peninsula.

R escurca D e v e l o p m e n t  Specialist
I

cc: 3SNC V i l l a g e  C o rp or a t i o n s
Mr. J a c k  Carpenter, President 
Mr. G u y  Martin, L a n d  M a n ag er



A L A S K A  M I N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  INC. 
N C M E  - R A N C H  

P . O .  SCX 1?7A 

N O M E , A L A S K A  9 9 7 6 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i - H a r p  F a s t e r ,  C h a  : r
Tr ansccr* ta t i an C o m m i t t e e
R e a m  611, Caur t

State Cao i tol
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 — 1132

Dear Reoreser.tative F e s t e r ,

We h a v e  r e v i e w e d  H o u s e  S i l l  iMo.s 132 and 132 in r e f e r e n c e  to 
5 tud :ss for transccr tat ion s y s t e m s  f r o m  F a : r b a n < "  ~r. the Reward 
P e n i n s u l a .  We s u p p o r t  the idea d e h i n d  t h e s e  o i i l s ,  a n d  would 
like to p r o v i d e  input to -he D C 7 P F  b e f o r e  the p r e l i m i n a r y  .report 
is f in a l i z e d .

We reel that a c c e s s  is n e c e s s a r y  for r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  cn 
lands w i t h i n  the s t a t e  and the S e w a r d  P s n i  n s n  1 ̂  h j? m u c h  ca 

o f f s r .  we would a i s c  like the S t a t e  to a s s e r t  the v a l i d  RS 
-4*77' s w i t h i n  the S e w a r d  P s n i n s u i a  w h i c h  c o u l d  be a f f e c t e d  by 
this t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  study. W e ' b e l i e v e  that era B e r i n g  Land
Sr idee P r e s e r v e  m a y  c a u s e  a c c e s s  o r o b 1e m s .

If y cu have ;.rv c o m m e n t s ,  p l e a s e  call m e  at L L  3 - S 6 3 ? .

T h a n k s  kindly.

S i n c e r e 1y ,

<>r—
Irene A n d e rson 
C h a  i r

cc: S e n a t o r  A1 A d a m s



Alaska State Legislature

) lT id u l liu sinehs S ta te  C ap ito l
.Juneau . A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8

MEMORANDUM

10: Representative Ramona L. Barnes
Speaker of the House ^  _

FROM: Douglas A. Wooliver
S taff Attorney

SUBJECT: Sectional Analysis of CSHB 183(FIN)

DATE: March 16, 1994

The following is a sectional analysis of CSHB 183(FIN); "An Act 
directing the identification and delineation of a transportation and 
utility corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula; and 
providing for an effective date."

Section 1 adds a new section to AS 19.25. Title 19 deals with 
"Highways and Ferries" and chapter 25 deals specifically with 
'Protection and Use of State Highways and Roads." The new section 
(section 123) is entitled "Fairbanks - Seward Peninsula 
transportation and utility corridor."

Section 123 directs the Department of Transportation to identify 
(subject to legislative appropriation) a proposed 500 foot wide 
transportation and utility corridor between Fairbanks and the 
western end of the Seward Peninsula. This section also lists the 
factors to be taken into consideration during the identification 
process.

'ection 123 gives the commissioner 90 days to either accept, reject 
or modify the proposal that results from the corridor identification 
efforts. If the commissioner accepts or modifies the proposal, this 
section directs that action be undertaken to acquire rights-of-way 
from all affected land owners and to classify or reclassify any state

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS



lands affected to allow for such a right-of-way. Any classification 
or reclassification of state land necessary under this section would 
not be subject to the requirements of the Alaska Land Act.

Section 2 repeals the provisions established under section 1 
Act on July 1, 2055.

provides for an immediate effective date.

of this



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) -165-3867 or 405-2450 
FAX (907) 405-2029 
Mail Slop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M April 6, 1994

SUBJECT: Condemnation o f Native land (Work Order N o. 8-LS0296\D)

TO: Senator Bert Sharp

FROM:

ATTN: T -

Jack Che 
Legislativ

Your inquiry arises in the context o f proposed AS 19.25.123(d)(2)(A ), part o f  
C SH B 183 (Fin) am, and goes to the question o f the exercise o f  the power to  
condemn certain land and to take title for a public purpose.

I don’t see  that federal or state law would prevent condem nation o f land owned by 
an Alaska Native or by an Alaska Native corporation.

Under 43 U.S.C. 1636(e), a provision o f the Alaska Native Claims Settlem ent Act,

Condem nation. All land subject to an agreem ent made 
pursuant to subsection (a) [43 U.S.C. 1636(a), establishing an Alaska 
Land Bank] and all land, and interests in land, conveyed or subsequent­
ly reconveved pursuant to the Alaska Native Claim : Settlem ent Act to 
a Native individual. Native Corporation, or Settlem ent Trust shall he 
subject to condem nation for public purposes in accordance with the 
provisions o f  this Act and other applicable law.

(Emphasis added).

AS 09.55.260 identifies private property subject to being taken by condem nation or 
eminent domain. Native-owned land, whether held by individuals or corporations, are 
not excluded from that general list.

The degree o f protection provided by proposed AS 19.25.123(d)(2)(A ) is question­
able: What is "subject to legislative appropriation" intended to mean in the context 
in which it appears? D oes it m ean that the Department o f  Transportation and Public



Senator Bert Sharp 
April 6, 1994 
Page 2

Facilities must first obtain a specific monetary appropriation in order to take title to 
a parcel under eminent domain? Is a general appropriation o f  m oney to the 
departm ent for land acquisition sufficient? Must the appropriation precede initiation 
o f em inent domain proceedings, or may it follow?

JBC:pl
94-284.plm



SENATORBER T  SH A R P
CHAIRMAN

Alaska §>iatE ffiegtslature

Senate xTrnnopoefnffon <ifo!nimrtcc

FAIRBANKS
DENALI BANK BUILDING 

110 'I. CUSHMAN, SUITE 201 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 09701 

(907) 452-7885778 90

SESSION AODRESS
STATE CAPITOL ROOM 514 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 485-3004/4921

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: A pril 11 , 1994

TO: S en ate  T ran sp orta tion  C om m ittee  M em b ers

FROM: Sen ator B ert Sharp

RE: Senate CS for CS for HB 183(T R A ) W ork Draft

T he CS w ork draft m akes the fo llo w in g  ch an ges to C S for HB 183(FIN )am :

1. In section  1, (b )(1 ) has been am ended to instruct D O T  to
id e n tify  and d e lin e a te  " a d ja c e n t  s i t e s  w h ic h  ca n  b e  
d e v e lo p e d  fo r  n e c e s s a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ," . . .

2 . In section  1, (d )(1 ) has been am ended to instruct D N R  to
c la s s ify  and r e ser v e  " a d ja c e n t  s i t e s  th a t  c a n  b e d e v e lo p e d  
fo r  n e c e s s a r y  c o n s t r u c t io n  m a t e r i a l ," . . .

3 . In section  1, (b )(2 ) has been am ended to instruct D O T  to
c o n s id e r  " (H ) th e  lo c a t io n  o f , a n d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
o b ta in  a c c e s s  to ,  id e n t i f i e d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  th a t  
c o u ld  c o n t r ib u t e  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  th e  s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e l o p m e n t . "

4 . In section  1, (b )(2 )(E ) has been  am ended  by d e le tio n  o f  the
w ord " sign ifican t" .

■ma
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HB 182 and HB 183 are intended to initiate preliminary and 
ultimately result in final action necessary to properly review, 
identify and survey the best options for the establishment of a 
transporta tion/utility corridor from the Interior's existing 
transportation distribution hub to the western area of the Seward 
Peninsula near Nome.

The future of Alaskans residing north of the Alaska Range will 
require expansion of our existing transportation infrastructure.
With the recent completion by the State of Alaska of its remaining 
land selection allotment, the major land ownership patterns are now 
discernable.

This legislation will direct the Dept, of Transportation to 
perform aerial reconnaissance, photography, interpretation and 
surveying. The DOT in the attached position paper supports this 
work. This work will identify areas with transportation corridors 
to be established and which offer the best cost effective options to 
access this vast resource rich area of our state.

The apprpriation for this project is included in HB 182 and will 
authorize the expenditure of the funds necessary to secure this very 
important multi-model land use transportation corridor as a step 
that will move us forward to a more positive economic future for a 
very large portion of Alaska.
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E

O ffe re d :
R e fe rre d :

S p o n s o r s ) : R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  JA M E S , M u ld e r „

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act directing the identification and delineation o f a transportation and utility 

corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 19.25.123. FAIRBANKS - SEWARD PENINSULA TRANSPORTATION  

AND UTILITY CORRIDOR, (a) Subject to legislative appropriation, the department 

shall identify and delineate a proposed transportation and utility corridor between 

Fairbanks and the western end o f the Seward Peninsula.

(b) In performing the work required by (a) o f this section,

(1) the railroad alignment and identification o f  a railroad right-of-way 

of not less than 500 feet, together with adjacent sites that can be developed for 

necessary construction materials, shall guide the identification and delineation o f  the 

corridor, and

-1- SCS CSHB 183(TRA)
How T»?xc U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1

2
3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10
11

12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

WORK DRAFT

(2) che department shall consider the following factors:

(A) grade and alignment standards that are commensurate with 

rail and road construction standards;

(B) availability o f construction materials;

(C) safety;  ^

(D) impacts on and service to adjacent communities;

\(E) environmental concerns; s

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

(F) use o f public land to the maximum degree possible;

(G) minimization o f probable construction costs; and

identified natufaT resources that could contribute significantly 

economic development.

(c) Within 90 days after receiving a report transmitting the work o f the 

department under (a) o f this section, the commissioner shall, in conformity with 

AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), if  necessary, adopt a regulation approving, 

modifying, or rejecting the proposed corridor.

(d) If the commissioner approves or modifies the proposed corridor when 

presented under (c) o f this section,

(1) the Department o f  Natural Resources shall promptly classify, or 

reclassify, and reserve any state land within the corridor and at adjacent sites that can 

be developed for necessary construction materials for use as a corridor, ard

(2) the department shall

(A) subject to legislative appropriation, exercise its authority 

under AS 19.05.040 to acquire rights-of-way across land within the corridor 

that is subject to the state’s power o f condemnation; and

(B) work with federal officials to secure reclassification and 

withdrawal o f federal land in the corridor for reservations and rights-of-way 

across the federal land for use as a corridor.

(e) The requirements o f  AS 38.05 (Alaska Land Act) relating to classification 

and reclassification of land are inapplicable to actions taken under this section.

(f) To complete the work required by this section, the commissioner may

SCS CSHB 183(TRA) -2-
iVeu Texr. U n d e r l i n e d  / DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1 accept any legal gifts and grants and may enter into contracts or other transactions or

2 agreements relating to it with the federal government, an agency or instrumentality o f

3 the state, a municipality, or a private organization.

4 (g) In this section, "comdor" means the transportation and utility corridor

5 required to be identified and delineated by (a) o f this section.

6 * Sec. 2. AS 19.25.123, added by sec. 1 of this Act, is repealed July 1, 2055.

7 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

-3- SCS CSHB 183(TRA)
Now T ex t  U n d e r l i n e d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 183(FIN) am  

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION  

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E

Am ended : 3/21/94 
O ffe re d : 3 /16 /94

Spon so r/s ): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  JA M E S , M u ld e r

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act directing the identification and delineation of a transportation and utility ! 

corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula; and providing for an | 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 19.25.123. FAIRBANKS - SEWARD PENINSULA TRANSPORTATION 

AND UTILITY CORRIDOR, (a) Subject to legislative appropriation, the department 

shall identify rnd delineate a proposed transportation and utility corridor between 

Fairbanks and the western end o f  the Seward Peninsula.

(b) In performing the work required by (a) o f this section,

(1) the railroad alignment and identification o f a railroad right-of-way 

of not less than 500 feet shall guide the identification and delineation of the corridor, 

and

(2) the department shall consider the following factors:

HB0183e .1- CSKB 183(FIN) am '
V-ev T e x t  ' J r . i a r l  i r .- i- i  [DELETED  TEXT 3R A C E E T E 3 j
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(A) gTade and alignment standards that are commensurate with

rail and road construction standards;

(B) availability o f construction materials;

(C) safety;

(D) impacts on and service to adjacent communities;

(E) Jsignificantjenvironmental concerns;

(F) use o f  public land to the maximum degree possible; and

(G) minimization o f probable construction costs.

(c) Within 90 days after receiving a report transmitting the work o f the 

department under (a) o f  this section, the commissioner shall, in conformity with 

AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), if  necessary, adopt a regulation approving, 

modifying, or rejecting the proposed corridor.

(d) If the commissioner approves or modifies the proposed corridor when 

presented under (c) of this section,

(1) the Department o f Natural Resources shall promptly classify, or 

reclassify, and reserve any state land within the corridor for use as a corridor, and

(2) the department shall

(A) subject to legislative appropriation, exercise its authority j

under AS 19.05.040 to acquire rights-of-way across land within the corridor ,

that is subject to the state’s power o f condemnation; and

(3 ) work with federal officials to secure reclassification and !

withdrawal o f federal land in the corridor for reservations and rights-of-way '
!

across the federal land for use as a corridor.

(e) The requirements o f AS 38.05 (Alaska Land Act) relating to classification  

and reclassification o f  land are inapplicable to actions taken under this section.

(f) To complete the work required by this section, the commissioner may ! 

accept any legal gifts and grants and may enter into contracts or other transactions or 

agreements relating to it with the federal government, an agency or instrumentality o f  

the state, a municipality, or a private organization.

(g) In this section, "corridor" means the transportation and utility corridor 

required to be identified and delineated by (a) of this section.

CSHB 183(FIN) am -2- HB0183e
'.low T o x ?  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED 71X7  BRACKETED]



1 * Sec. 2. AS 19.25.123, added by sec. 1 o f this Act, is repealed July 1, 2055.

7 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

|
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SENT BY *• TANANA CHIEFS CONF, i 4-12-9* : 10:18AM I FAIRBANKS. ALASKA- 9 0 7 A 5 5 2 5 5 2 2

W H E R E A S,
W H E R E A S,W H E R E A S,
W H E R E A S,
W H E R E A S,

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.BoarJ of Directors Resolution No. 94-25FAIRBAINKS T O  N O M E  F E A S IB IL IT Y  ST U D Y  F O R  R O A D S -U T IL IT Y  C O R R ID O R  .
 -■ 'vZ '^U 'P vrf

the Alaska State Legislature is currently proposing a bill to do a feasibility 
study on extending a'foactyutility corridor from Fairbanks to Nome; and

road access very significantly impacts w ildlife resources; and

road access has serious impact on sociological & cultural aspects o f  Native 
communities; and

the State o f  Alaska currently lacks funding to maintain current Interior 
roads; and

the residents have not had the opportunity to voice their opinion; andN O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Full Board o f  Directors o f  Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc. directs TCC staff to oppose the funding for the Fairbanks 
to Nome road feasibility study or any such road projects.

.C E  R  T I  f .  I C  A I  I.O .N
I hereby certify this resolution was duly passed by the Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc. Board o f  
Directors on March 17,1994 at Fairbanks, Alaska and a quorum was duly established.

Donne Fleagle 
Secretary/TreasurerSubmitted by: Fairbanks Subregion
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