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Alaska
Geriatric
Exchange
NETwork

Januarv 27, 3.993

Velma Cllyson, President 
3035 Svedlund Si 
Homer. AK 99503 

235'7555 
Fai 235 3733 

Ail-3 Sosia Centra;

Jill Sandleben, Vice President 
419 Gill St CCS Wing 

Juneau. AK99S0I 
586 6233 

Tai 5E6 9018 
Aiea Southeast

Shell Marie Reading, Sec Trea 
4450 Coidova St. Suite 120 

Anchorage. AK 9S503 
1 800 478 1080 
Fan 551-3315 

Area: Ancftoiage

Irving J. Igtanloc, Board 
PO fie« 09

Garroi'i AK 95723 
t 800 4 78 5505 

Fat 852 0372 
Aiea Nans SiaacNoflh.•.

Rose l.legli, Board 
Boi662 

O.llmgham. AK 99576 
612-1231 

Fa« 842-5691 
Area Southwest

Cyndi Nation, Board
122 Fust Avenue 

Fanbanks. AK 39712 
452 8251 c«t 3t52 

F.ii 459 3850 
Aiea Inienoi

Patricia Porter, Board 
3F>I Setvor Cl 

Ken.li AK 93011 
233 4155 

f.ii 233 5353

Interagency Task Force 
c/o Older Alaskans Commission 
3607 C Street Suite 260 
Anchorage, Ak 99503

Dear Interagency Task Force,

We, the association of programs providing 
services through Older Alaska Commission grants,

senior 
are in

favor of Divis ion o f Senior Services. Thi;
reorganisation Ou. 
into a 
great Lv 
c o s t  e

f programs that serve Older Alaskans 
combined Division of Senior Services will 
assist us in being about to provide efficient, 

ffecti.vo services to Alaskan seniors.

S i n r . T t ’ 1
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Velma F.lLyson 
Pres iden t:
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CITY OF FA IRBANKS
Jam es C . H a y e s , M a y o r

410 CUSHMAN STREET 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-4683 

OFFICE: 907-459-6793 
HOME OFFICE: 907-456-8637
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February 11, 1994

The Honorable Walter J. Hickel 
Governor, State of Alaska 
P. 0. Box A 
Juneau, AK 99811-0101

Dear Governor Hickel:

I am in receipt of your letter with regards to the three 
bills intending to provide better state services for our senior 
citizens.

I am in agreement with you that this is one area which 
needs to be addressed. I have become increasingly concerned about 
the scarcity of facilities and perpetual care for our senior 
citizens; as well as the seemingly endless paperwork that is 
entailed in order to receive any services. It appears that SB 250 
and HB 378 will assist in alleviating some of the bureaucratic 
layers which are normally required.

Again, thank you for the letter. I appreciate your 
taking the time from ycur busy schedule to keep me informed.

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely,

G O V E R N O R 'S  0 F ? ', C t



W A L T E R  J .  H I C K E L
QDVCflMDR

P . O . B o x  I I Q O O I  
J u n i ’ o u , A l o s f c o  95 011-0001 

[9 0 7 )  X 1 S S - 3 5 0 Q

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

a r n c c  o r  the governor 
J  L’.NEA U

January 14, 1994

The Honorable Rick Halford 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitoi 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority o f art. Ill, sec. 18, o f the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a 
bill relating to the Older Alaskans Commission, the Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory 
Board, and certain programs and services for older Alaskans.

The bill changes the name of the Older Alaskans Commission to the Alaska 
Commission on Aging, decreases the number of required yearly commission meetings, 
and extends the termination date of the commission. The bill also makes changes in 
the allocation of functions of the commission, the commission s executive director, and 
the commissioner of administration. For example, the commission, with the approval 
of the commissioner o f administration, will set policy for the administration of federal 
programs under the federal Older Americans Act. The executive director, with the 
commissioner o f administration's approval, will administer those programs. The 
executive director for the commission also will be responsible for the formulation and 
presentation to the commission of the comprehensive statewide plan that identifies the 
concerns and needs of older Alaskans. The commission will be responsible for 
approving a final plan.

The bill also makes certain changes in the composition and duties of the Alaska 
Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board. The board will be increased from seven to eight 
members: the new member will be the chairperson of the Alaska Commission on 
Aging. (Under existing law, the chair of the Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board 
is a member of the Older Alaskans Commission.) The bill also decreases the number 
of board meetings that must be held during a year.

Additionally, the Department o f Administration plans to administratively establish a 
division of senior services to better coordinate services to older Alaskans. The Alaska 
Commission on Aging and the Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board would be 
located administratively in that new division. The new division would replace the



existing division o f pioneers' benefits and would assume responsibility for activities 
currently assigned to that division, which include administration o f the pioneers' homes 
and the longevity bonus program.

The enactment o f this bill into law, along with the administrative creation of the new 
division, will assure improved, coordinated efforts to address the varied problems 
confronting older Alaskans.

The H onorab le  R ick H alford
January  14, 1994
Page 2

Sincerely,



Main O ffice  

P.O. Box 11020' 
Juneau. A K  99811-020 ' 

(907) 465-3251 
_________ F A X : 4 6 5 -4 7 1( I

o ld e r  A la ska n s C o m m issio n  _____

Position Paper on Senate B i l l 250

RELATING TO THE OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION 
AND THE PIONEERS’ HOMES ADVISORY BOARD

The O ld e r  A laskans Commission strongly urges passage o f  Senate B i l l  2 5 0  introduced 
by G ove rno r H icke l. This b il l is part o f  the G ove rn o r ’ s plan to improve and 
reorganize state services to A la ska ’ s seniors and is vital to the smooth operation o f  the 
D iv is ion  o f  Sen ior Services.

Senate B i l l 2 50  changes the name o f  the O lde r Alaskans Commission to the Alaska 
Commission on Aging , identifying the purpose o f  the commission c lea r ly  in its name.

The commission strong ly endorses the increased linkage between the Alaskan 
Commission on Aging and the P ioneers ’ Homes Advisory Board by designation o f  a 
voting seat on each board fo r the chairman o f  the other board. The commission 
supports the new voting power given to the three departmental commission members 
from  the administration.

The commission strongly feels that because commissioners are either selected by o r  
retained at the p leasure o f  the current governor, the members o f  the commission 
should elect their own chairman. The citizen-led impetas to create a commission in 
1980 appears to sti l l ref lect the general senior sentiment in ou r state that the wisdom 
and experience o f  seniors should be recognized by allowing them a strong ro le  in 
managing senior a ffa irs in ou r state government.

I f  the final version o f  the bill retains the provision fo r the gove rno r to select a 
chairman, then the commission urges addition o f  language stating that the chairman o f  
the A laska Comm ission on Aging must be selected from  among the seven layperson 
citizen members appointed by the Governor.

Dona ld  M . H oove r , Chairman 
O lde r Alaskans Commission

Date: 3-   ’

Branch Office:
3601 C St., Stc. 260  
Frontier BIdg. 
Anchorage, A K  99503  
(907) 563-5654  

F A X : 562-3040

c:\iiata\wp51\legis\scnatc\oacsb250.pos
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F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 9 4 (—\ !\-

G o v e r n o r  W a l t e r  l - i i c k e l  
STATE OF ALASKA 
P. 0 .  Box 110001 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 9 1 1 - 0 0 0 1

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l :

I  am p l e a s e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  we s u p p o r t  SB 2 4 6 ,

S3 249 ,  and S3 250 as  i n t r o d u c e d  by y o u r  o f f i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  

we s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  C o m m is s i o n  members  be a l l o w e d  t o  

e l e c t  t h e i r  own c h a i r  p a r s o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  an a p p o i n t e d  c h a i  

as  i s  p r o p o s e d  i n  SB 2 5 0 ,  S e c .  7,

T h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

Bob H u f n a n ,  C h a i r m a n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  L G o v t .  A f f a i r s  Comm. 
GRAND IGLOO, PIONEERS OF ALASKA

CC. B i l l  Ray

G O V E R tm  S  OFFICE



. 560.' t S:.. Sic. 260 
■Fronucr Bldg. 
Anchorage, AK 99505 
(S07) 563-5654 
FAX: 562-30-40

Brand) Office:

o ld e r  A la ska n s  C o m m issio n

October 7, 1993

M ain  O H  
P.O. Box 110. 

Juneau, A K  99B I 1 -01 
(9 0 7 )4 6 5 -3 :  

F A X : 4 6 5 -J '

The Honorable Nancy Bear Usera
„  • • *Commissioner
Department of Administration 
P.O. Box 110200 
Juneau, AK 99811-0200

Re: Governor's Proposal 
for Senior Reorganization

Dear Commissioner Usera:

On behalf of the Commission, I want to express our appreciation 
of the opportunity to review, with Deputy Commissioner Waldron, 
Governor Hickel's proposal to reorganize senior services in state 
government, including the summaries of the three proposed bills.-

The commission fully endorses the concepts behind the three 
bills, and the plan to create a new division of senior services 
by administrative order. We appreciate your leadership in 
initiating the Task Force last year, and believe that your choice 
and direction of Task Force members led directly to this 
excellent proposal for a new approach to senior services.

The commission plans to work,- both as a group and individually, 
to understand the bills in both concept and detail, and will 
advocate for their support among the seniors in our local and 
regional areas. We wbuld like to receive a copy of the actual 
bills' language as soon as’ they are public.

The commission has three comments or suggestions for the bill 
regarding the Commission and the Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board:

1. We think the increased linkage of the two boards, by the 
designation of a voting seat on each board for the chairman 
of the other board, is an excellent improvement.

2. While we support the new voting power given to the three 
departmental commission members from the administration, v/e 
would urge addition of language that the chairman of the 
Jilaska Commission on Aging must be selected from among the 
seven layperson members appointed by the Governor.



C o m m i s s i o n e r  N a n c y  B e a r  U s e r a
P a g e  2
O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 9 9 3

3. We strongly feel that because commissioners are either 
selected by or retained at the pleasure of the current 
governor, the members of the commission should choose their 
own chairman. The citizen-led impetus to create a 
commission in 1980 appears to still reflect the general 
senior sentiment in cur state that the wisdom and experience 
of seniors should be recognized by allowing them a strong 
role in managing senior affairs in our state government.

Finally, we wish to note our concern that there be adequate 
fiscal and personnel resources to successfully carry out the two 
important new functions of the new Division of Senior Services, 
namely, the licensing of Assisted Living homes and Adult 
Protective Services.

Again, thank you for the chance to comment upon this proposal. 
Please convey to Governor Hickel our strong support of his plan.

Sincerely,

Donald M. Hoover, Chairman 
Older Alaskans Commission



PIONEERS' HOMES ADVISORY BOARD
A m os "Joe"  A lte r , C h a irm a n  

October 15, 1993

P.O . Box 110211 
Ju n e a u , AK 59811-0211

Nancy Bear Usera, Commissioner 
Alaska Department o f  Administration 
P 0  Box 110200 
Juneau, AK 99811-00200

Dear Nancy:

You and your hospitality are great and I am sure 1 speak for each and all o f  our Board 
Members as I thank you.

The opportunity to meet with you and discuss Administration priorities and concern was 
an excellent way for us to start our home visits. In the Board role o f  communicating your 
concerns to Pioneers' Homes residents and the public and visa versa we have the following 
findings to report to you:

1. The Board, residents, and the public are generally supportive o f  Administration 
proposals for reorganization o f  senior programs within a new division o f  aging 
with one exception. Predominate opinion prefers Board selection o f  its own 
chairman.

2. The proposed rate increases are generally acceptable.

3. M ore Mental Health 1 n.st funds should be provided to complement current 
appropriations for Pioneers' Homes. Current efforts to serve the special needs 
o f  Alzheimer and related dementia needs o f  residents is commendable but 
inadequate. Planned stall'training designed to enhance service to these special 
residents is essential and appreciated. A closer working relationship between 
this Board and the Mental Health Board is recommended.

4. Appropriate revisions should be made in current conditions governing 
employment o f  qualified part time s ta lf  to enhance availability o f  such staff.

5. There  is general opposition to privatization of the homes.

Robert G ore, Board M e m b e r  

John D apccvich, Board M e m b e r
V a llie  Byrdsong, Board M em ber 
S tella  O dsather, Board M em ber

Robert KaEenburg, Boand M em b  
Peggy Arr.ess, B oard  M em ber



6. Great appreciation and a minimum o f  dissatisfaction with the system was 
obvious. We urge continuing restructuring o f  the service model to address 
those future needs not met otherwise.

We thank you again for the opportunity to work with you and your dedicated Pioneers' 
Home staff.

Sincerei y.

Amos J. Alter



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M IN IS T R A T I O N

S E N A T E  BILL 250 
RELA TIN G  T O  T H E  O L D E R  ALASK AN S CO M M ISSIO N  

A N D  T H E  P IO N E E R S ’ H O M ES A D VISO RY BO A R D

This bi’l is one o f  three introduced by G overnor Hickel as part o f  his plan to improve 
and reorganize stale services to A laska’s seniors. A detailed analysis o f  the bill 
follows tnis page. First, let us highlight the improvements which would be effected 
by Senate Bill 250. W hen enacted, Senate  Biil will:

Re-name the O lder  A laskans Com mission as the Alaska Com m ission on 
Aging

Reduce the num ber  o f  m andatory annual meetings for both the 
Commission and the Board to reflect current practice and fiscal 
resources

Add the chairperson o f  the Commission on Aging to the P ioneers’ 
Homes Board

Establish 8 year m axim um  terms for P ioneers’ Hom es Board m em bers, 
allow current m em bers  to serve up to 8 m ore years, and transition the 
board to staggered terms

Add the chairperson o f  the P ioneers’ Homes Boards and the 
Com m issioners o f  Health "c Social Services, Com m unity  & Regional 
Affairs, and Adm inistra tion to the list o f  voting m em bers on the 
Comm ission on Aging (now  non-voting members)

Em pow er the G overno r  to choose the chairpersons o f  the Com m ission 
and the Board

Clarify that the C om m ission  on Aging administers program s through its 
executive director

Clarify that the C om m ission  sets policy for administration o f  its 
p rogram s and selects recipients o f  grant awards

Allow the C om m ission  flexibility to reduce o r  waive local "match"
requirem ents for grantees when w aiver is in public
interest

SB 250
Alaska Commission on Aging and Pioneers’ I tomes Advisory Board Page I



DETAILED ANALYSIS OF SENATE BILL 250

Section 1, AS 18.56.700(b), changes the nam e o f  the commission in the Alaska 
Housing Finance statutes relating to coordination o f  senior housing efforts.

Section 2 amends AS 44 .21 .110  to reduce the mandated num ber o f  meetings for the 
P ioneers’ Homes Advisory Board from twice to once a year.

Section 3 rewrites AS 44 .21 .120  to add the chairperson o f  the Com m ission on Aging 
to the Pioneers’ Hom es Advisory Board; to set the Board m em bers ’ terms at a 
maximum o f  eight consecutive years; and to clarify that the governor designates the 
chairperson o f  the Board.

Section 4 amends As 44.21.200(a) to re-nam e the Older Alaskans Comm ission as the 
Alaska Commission on Aging, and to add to the seven laypersons who currently  serve 
as voting members another four voting m em bers: the citizen Chairperson o f  the 
P ioneers’ Homes Board and the Com m issioners o f  the Departm ents o f  Administration, 
Com m unity  and Regional Affairs, and Health and Social Services; bringing the total 
o f  voting members on the commission to eleven.

Section 5 amends As 44 .21 .210(a) to reduce the mandatory annual num ber o f  
meetings o f  the commission from six to four.

Section 6 amends the quorum  for voting by the comm ission and deletes references to 
non-voting members.

Section 7 rewrites AS 44.21 .210(c) to state that the governor shall designate the 
chairperson o f  the commission from am ong  the seven citizen m em bers selected under 
AS 4 4 .2 1 .2 0 (0 (5 ) .

Section 8 adds a new section on the duties o f  the Executive Director o f  the 
Commission: to formulate the state plan for o lder  Alaskans for the comm ission and to 
administer federal and state grants for sen ior services.

Section 9 amends AS 44 .21 .230(a)  to clarify  that the Com m ission approves the state 
plan formulated by its staff; makes recom m endations directly to both the governor and 
the legislature; sets policy for the administration o f  federal and state grants for senior 
services; and evaluates and awards the grants.

Sections 10 and 11 merely amend the C om m iss ion ’s nam e in o ther references in 
existing laws.

Sections 12 through 14 amend the existing e lder  abuse reporting law to use the new 
name for the Commission.

SB 250
Alaska Commission on Aging and Pioneers’ Moines Advisory Board Page 2



Section 15 am ends the Mental Health T rus t  Lands Settlement Act to use the new 
name lo r  the Com m ission.

Sections 16 through IS amend the  existing law authorizing state-funded service grants 
by the Com m ission , to am end the C om m iss ion ’s name, and, in sec. 18, to a llow  the 
Com m ission to establish by regulations standards for granting waivers o f  the required 
sponsor contribution ("m atch") when such a w aiver is in the public interest.

Section 19 am ends the name o f  the C om m ission  in another citation in existing law.

Section 20 provides for a transition period  lo r  m em bers o f  the P ioneers’ Hom es 
Advisory Board, so that current m em bers  may be reappointed after July 1, 1994 to 
serve up to eight consecutive years, but also specifying that any other persons 
appointed after that dale will have their term s o f  office set so as to establish the 
staggering o f  te rm s o f  m em bers.

Section 21 states that the changes in the M ental Health Settlement Act relative to tne 
Comm ission will occur only when and i f  both this bill and chapter 66, SLA 1991 are 
effective.

Section 22 provides for an effective date o f  July 1, 1994 for the bill.

S B  2 5 0
Alaska Commission on Aging and Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board Page 3
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S E N A T E  B IL L  NO. 250 

IN TH E LEG ISLA TU RE OF TH E STATE OF ALA SK A  

EIGHTEENTH LEG ISLA TU RE - SECOND SESSION

BY T H E  SEN A TE RU LES C O M M IT T E E  BY R E Q U E ST  O F  T H E  G O V ER N O R

In troduced : 1/14/94
R eferred : IIES , STA, FIN

A B IL L

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n Act re la t ing  to the  O ld e r  A laskans  C om m ission  an d  s ta f f  o f  the  com m ission; 

c hang ing  the n am e  o f  the  O ld e r  A lask an s  C om m ission  to the  A laska  C om m ission  

011 Aging a n d  ex tend ing  the  te rm in a t io n  d a te  o f  the  com m ission; re la t ing  to the  

A laska  P io n e e rs ’ H om es A dvisory  B o ard ;  re la ting  to services a n d  p ro g ra m s  for 

o ld e r  A lask an s ;  an d  p rov id ing  fo r  an  effective da te ."

BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 18.56.700(b) is am ended to read:

(b) In order to avoid duplication o f  efforts and to benefit from the 

com m iss ion 's  expertise, the office shall consult with the A lask a  [OLDER 

A L A SK A N S] Comm ission on A ginu  in the performance of the o ff ice 's  duties under 

AS 18.56.700 - 18.56.799 so that the housing needs o f  senior c itizens can be met most 

efficiently and effectively.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21.110 is ..mended to read:

SB0250» * I *
Hew T e x t  U n d e r  l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT DRACKETED]

SB 250
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Sec. 44.21.110. PU R PO SE O F TH E BOARD. The board shall conduct annual 

inspections o f  the property and procedures o f  the Alaska Pioneers’ Hom es and 

recom mend to the governor changes and improvements. The board shall meet on an 

a n n u a l  [A SEM I-A N N U A L] basis to review admissionsf.l procedures and to consider 

complaints.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.21.120 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 44.21.120. C O M PO SITIO N  OF TH E BOARD, (a) The Alaska Pioneers' 

H om es Advisory Board consists o f

(1) seven mem bers appointed by the governor from among citizens of

the state; and

(2) one m em ber who is the chairperson o f  the Alaska Comm ission on 

A ging  (AS 44.21.200).

(b) The term o f  office o f  a member o f  the board appointed under (a)(1) o f  this 

section is four years. No m em ber o f  the board may serve more than eight consecutive 

years. The members o f  the board appointed under (a)(1) o f  this section serve at the 

pleasure o f  the governor.

(c) The governor shall designate one board m em ber as the chair o f the board.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.21.200(a) is amended to read:

(a) The A laska  [OLDER ALA SK A N S] Com m ission on A ginu  is established 

in the Department o f  Administration. The m em bers o f  the comm ission include

(1) the comm issioner o f  administration or the com m issioner’s designee;

(2) the comm issioner o f  comm unity and regional affairs or the 

com m issioner’s designee;

(3) the comm issioner o f  health and social services or the 

com m issioner’s designee;

(4) the c h a i rp e r s o n  [CHA IRM AN ] o f  the P ioneers’ Homes Advisory 

Board des igna ted  [APPOINTED] under AS 44.21.120; and

(5) seven persons selected on the basis of their knowledge and 

demonstrated interest in the concerns o f  older Alaskans, appointed by the governor in 

accordance with (b) o f  this section.

* See. 5. AS 44.21.210(a) is amended to read:

SB 250 -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r  1 m o d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDJ

SB 0250a
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1 (a) The comm ission si.all meet at the call o f  the chairperson, at the request o f

2 a majority of the members, o r at a regularly scheduled time as de term ined by a

3 majority of the m em bers. The comm ission shall meet at least fo u r  [SIX] times each

4 year.

5 * Sec. 6. AS 44.21.210(b) is amended to read:

6 (b) [THE M E M B E R S OF TH E CO M M ISSIO N  LIST E D  IN

7 AS 44.21.200(a)(1) - (4) M A Y  N O T VOTE ON M A T T E R S B E FO R E  T H E

3 CO M M ISSIO N.] A majority o f  the m em bers o f  the comm ission [LISTED IN

AS 44.21.200(a)(5)] constitutes a quorum for conducting business and exercising the 

ow ers of the com m ission. __ _________________________

* Sec. 7 .y^AS^M ^^LUX c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(c) The governor shall designate, as the chair o f  the com m ission, a m em ber

appointed under A S  44.21.200(a)(5).

* Sec. 8. AS 44.21 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.21.225. E X EC U TIV E DIRECTO R. The executive director of the

commission shall

(1) formulate a com prehensive statewide plan that identifies the 

concerns and needs of o lder A laskans and present that plan to the com m ission;

(2) administer, with the approval o f  the com m issioner of administration, 

federal programs as provided undet 42 U.S.C. 3001 - 3045i (Older A m ericans Act), 

as amended; and

(3) administer, with the approval of the com m issioner o f  administration, 

state programs as provided under AS 47.65.

* Sec. 9. AS 44.21.230(a) is amended to read:

(a) The com m ission sh ill

(1) a p p ro v e  |F O R M U L A T E | a com prehensive statewide plan that 

identifies the concerns and needs o f  o lder Alaskans and, with reference to the 

a p p ro v e d  plan [ADO PTED ], prepare and submit to the governor and legislature an 

annual analysis and  evaluation o f  the services that arc provided to older Alaskans;

(2) make recom m endations directly to the governor and th e  legislature 

with respect to legislation, regulations, and appropriations for program s or services that

SH0250ii *3*
Hew T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)

SB 250



benefit older Alaskans;

(3) encourage [AND AID] the development o f  municipal comm issions 

serving older A laskans and community-oriented programs and services for the benefit 

o f  older Alaskans;

(4) employ an executive director who serves at the pleasure o f  the

commission;

(5) help older Alaskans load dignified, independent, and useful lives;

(6) request and receive reports and audits from state agencies and local 

institutions concerned with the conditions and needs o f  older Alaskans;

(7) [ADM INISTER,] with the approval o f  the com m issioner of 

administration, set policy fo r  the  a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  federal programs as provided 

under 42 U.S.C. 3001 - 3045i (Older Am ericans Act), as amended a n d  e v a lu a te  g ra n t  

a pp lican ts  a n d  m a k e  g ra n t  a w a rd s  u n d e r  those  u r o g r a m s ;

(8) [ADM INISTER,] with the approval o f  the com m issioner of 

administration, set policy fo r  the  a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  state programs as provided under 

AS 47.65 a n d  e v a lu a te  t iran t  ap p lic an ts  an d  a w a r d  g ra n ts  u n d e r  diose p r o g r a m s ;

(9) give assistance, on request, to the senior housing office in the 

Alaska Housing Finance Corporation in administration of the senior housing loan 

program under AS 18.56.710 - 18.56.799 and in the performance o f  the o ffice’s other 

duties under AS 18.56.700.

* Sec. 10. AS 44.21.240(1) is amended to read:

(1) "commission" means the A laska  [OLDER A L A SK A N S] 

Com m ission on  Auinti:

* Sec. I ) .  AS 44 .66 .010(a)( l0 )  is amended to read:

(10) A laska  [OLDER ALA SK A N S] Comm ission on Atiinti 

(A S 44.21.200) -  June 3 0 ,1996 [1993];

* Sec. 12. AS 47.24.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) The following persons who. in the performance of their professional duties, 

have reasonable cause to believe that an elderly person has suffered harm shall, not 

later than 24 hours after first having cause for the belief, report the harm to the 

Department o f  Health and Social Services:
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1 (1) a physician or o ther licensed health care provider;

2 (2) a mental health professional as  defined in AS 47.30.915(11) and

3 including a marital and family therapist licensed under AS 08.63;

4 (3) a pharmacist:

5 (4) an administrator o f  a nursing home, residential care or health care

6 facility;

7 (5) a guardian or conservator;

8 (6) a police officer;

9 (7) a village public safety o f f  cer;

10 (8) a village health aide;

11 (9) a social worker;

12 (10) a m em ber of the clergy:

13 (11) a staff employee o f  a project funded by the A laska  [OLD ER

14 A L A SK A N S] Com m ission on A g ing ;

15 (12) an employee o f  a hom em aker p.ogram  or hom e health aide

16 program;

17 (13) an emergency medical technician or a mobile intensive care

18 paramedic.

19 * Sec. 13. AS 47.24.070 is amended to read-

20 Sec. 47.24.070. RE G U L A TIO N S. Regulations to implement AS 47.24.010 -

21 47.24.100 shall be approved by the A laska  [O LD ER A L A SK A N S] Com m ission on

22 A ging  (AS 44.21.200) before adoption by the department.

23 * Sec. 14. AS 47.24.075 is amended to read:

24 Sec. 47.24.075. Q U A R T E R L Y  REPORT. The department shall submit to the

25 A laska  [O LD ER A L A SK A N S] C om m ission  on A g ing  each quarter a statistical report

26 o f  the departm ent’s activities related to the protection of elderly persons in the state.

27 The report may not disclose the identity o f  victims or perpetrators of the harm.

28 * Sec. 15. AS 47.30.016(b) is amended to read:

29 (b) The board consists o f  seven m em bers appointed by the governor. The

30 mem bers appointed under this subsection shall be appointed

31 (1) based upon their ability in financial m anagem ent and investment,
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in land management, or in services for the beneficiaries o f  the trust;

(2) after the governor has considered a list o f  persons prepared by a 

panel o f  six persons w ho are beneficiaries, or w ho are the guardians, family m em bers, 

o r  representatives o f  beneficiaries; the panel shall consist of

(A) one person selected by the Alaska Mental Health Board 

(AS 47.30.661);

(B) one person selected by the G overnor’s Counc 'I  on 

Disabilities and Special Education (AS 47.80.030);

(C) one person selected by the Advisory Board on Alcoholism 

and D rug Abuse (AS 44.29.110);

(D) one person selected by the A lask a  [OLDER A L A SK A N S] 

Com m ission on  A g inc  (AS 44.21.200);

(E) one person selected by the Alaska Native Health Board; and

(F) one person selected by the authority.

* Sec. 16. AS 47.65.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.65.010. O L D ER  A L A SK A N S SER V IC E PR O G R A M S A C C O U N T . 

The older Alaskans service program s account is established in the Department of 

Administration. An amount to carry out the provisions of AS 47.65.010 - 47.65.050 

may be appropriated annually by the legislature to the account. The amount 

appropriated to the account shall be fully distributed by the A laska  [OLD ER 

A L A SK A N S] Com m ission on  A g ing  to sponsors of older Alaskans service programs 

in accordance with the provisions o f  AS 47.65 .010  - 47.65.050.

* Sec. 17. AS 47.65.040(a) is am ended to read:

(a) Excep t a s  p rov ided  in (1) o f  th is  section, a [ A J sponsor receiving a grant 

under AS 47.65.010 - 47 .65.050 shall contribute to the total cost o f  the program  or 

project. The contribution may be in cash or in-kind services. T he  amount o f  the 

sponsor’s required contribution is determined by the application o f  the following 

formula: average per capita full and true value o f  all property in the municipality or 

com m unity  in which the project or program takes place divided by the average per 

capita  full and true value o f  all property in the state, and then multiplied by the 

contribution percentage to the estimated total program or project cost as determined
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1 by the comm ission at the time o f  approval o f  a grant application. However, the

2 amount o f  the sponsor’s contribution may not amount to more than 10 percent of the

3 total program or project cost.

4 * Sec. 18. AS 47.65.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

5 (f) W hen  aw arding a grant to support a program or project under

6 AS 47.65.010 - 47.65.050, the commission may waive all or part o f  the sponsor

7 contribution required under this section if waiver is in the public interest. The

8 comm ission shall adopt regulations establishing standards for granting waivers under

9 this subsection.

10 * Sec. 19. AS 47.65.290(3) is amended to read:

11 (3) "commission" m eans the A laska  [OLDER ALASK AN S]

12 Com m ission on A ging  established in AS 44.21.200;

13 * Sec. 20. T R A N S IT IO N  FO R P IO N E E R S ’ H O M ES AD V ISO RY  BOARD. The terms

14 o f  those w ho  are m em bers o f  the Alaska Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board (AS 44.21.120)

15 on June 30, 1994 terminate July 1, 1994. Notwithstanding the limitations set by

16 AS 44.21.120(b), enacted by sec. 3 o f  this Act, the governor may appoint to the Alaska

17 P ioneers’ Hom es Advisory Board a person who served on that board before July 1, 1994; that

18 pe rso n ’s service on the board after July 1, 1994 may not exceed the limitations o f

19 AS 44.21.120(b) as enacted by sec. 3 of this Act. The terms o f  persons initially appointed to

20 the board on or after July 1, 1994 must be set as provided in AS 39.05.055 so as to establish

21 the staggering o f  terms o f  members.

22 * Sec. 21. (a) Section 15 o f  this Act takes effect only if ch. 66, SLA 1991 takes effect.

23 (b) If the condition in (a) of this section is met, sec. 15 o f  this Act takes effect July I,

24 1994 or on the effective date o f  ch. 66, SLA 1991, whichever is later.

25 * Sec. 22. Sections 1 - 1 4  and 16 - 20 o f  this Act take effect July I, 1994.
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