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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S. 
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1-000-478-VETS

2 M a r c h  1 9 9 4
H o n o r a b l e  E l d o n  M u l d e r  
R o o m  1 1 6  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M u l d e r ;

We t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  W a r s  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  5 0 4 ,  

c o s m e t i c a l l y  a m e n d i n g  A RS  0 4 . 1 1 . 1 0 ,  d e l e t i n g  t h e  w o r d  

" u n i f o r m e d "  a n d  a d d i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " o n  a c t i v e  d u t y " .

A s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  n o  l o n g e r  r e q u i r e s  i t 3  m e m b e r s  t o  w e a r  a  

u n i f o r m  d u r i n g  o f f  d u t y  h o u r s ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  " u n i f o r m e d

m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l "  u n d e r  A R S  0 4 . 1 1 . 1 0  i s  a n t i q u a t e d .
•

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

G a r }
A d j u t a n t ,  VFW 
D e p t  o f  A l a s k a



S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H O U S E  B I L L  5 0 4

O V ER V IEW

C urrent A lask a  sta tute requires that in  order to  be serv ed  and pu rch ase  
a lcoh o l at A m erica n  L egion  Posts and other patriotic o rg a n iz a tio n s , active d u ty  
m ilitary p erso n n e l m u st be in uniform , even  th ou gh  the m ilitary  d o es  n e t require  
p erson n el to w ea r  their un iform s d u rin g  o ff du ty  hours. HB 504 w ill am en d  AS  
04.11.110 by s im p ly  rem o v in g  the w ord s "in uniform " from  statute and w ill a llow  
m ilitary  p e r so n n e l to v is it  a p atrio tic  o rg a n iza tio n  w ith o u t  h a v in g  to w ear a 
uniform .

A lask a's VFW and A m erican  L egion  P osts su p p ort HB 504 so  that th ey  can  
better accom m od ate  the m ilitary personnel that they represent.
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L E G I S L A T IV E  PRO G RA M

1 .  A m e n d  ARS 0 5 . 1 5 . 1 8 0 ( g ) ,  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  1 M i l l i o n  D o l l a r  
l i m i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  a t a t u t a  p r e s e n t l y  e a t s  l i m i t s  o n  t h e  a m o u n t  
o f  g a m i n g  a w a r d s  t h a t  c a n  b e  a w a r d e d  i n  a n y  g i v e n  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  
t o  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  r e m o v e  a n y  s u c h  l i m i t a t i o n .

2 .  A m e n d  ARS 0 4 . 1 1 . 1 0 ,  b y  d e l a t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " i n  u n i f o r m "  
f r o m  t h e  s t a t u t e  a s  i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  c l u b  l i c e n s e s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  
A l a s k a  c l u b  s t a t u t e s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  m a y  b e  
p u r c h a s e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  m e m b e r s  n f  th e  c l u b  t o l d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,
( 2 )  w i d o w s  o r  w i d o w e r s  o f  d e c e a s e ^ ,  " u z a h c x a
( 3 )  u n i  f o r m e d ‘ m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l

T h e  a b o v e  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  " u n i f o r m e d  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l "  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  a n d  c o r r e c t s  a n  o v e r s i g h t  m a k i n g  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  c o e m e t i c  c h a n g e .  T h i s  c h a n g e  a l l o w s  t h e  s e r v i c e m a n  
t o  v i s i t  a  p o s t  w i t h o u t  w e a r i n g  a  u n i f o r m  o f  w h i c h  h e  i s  n o t  
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  w e a r  o n  o f f  d u t y  h o u r s .

(3) A m e n d  ARS 0 5 . l b . l b U  b ; / T c T S l f i g  d UU11 t l T J I T w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  s p o r t s  p o o l s  a n d  d a i l y  s i g n  i n  s h e e t s  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
a u t h o r i z e d  s t a t u t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  r e l a t e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  n o n ­
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h o  a r e  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  s t a t u t e ,  a s  a m e n d e d ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  g a m i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s p o r t s  p o o l s  a n d  s i g n  i n  s h e e t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  
p e r m i s s i b l e  a c t i v i t i e s .

(4) R e c o m m e n d  t h a t  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r  f u n d i n g  r e m a i n  a t  
9 4 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  FYR 95 f o r  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

•(51) H a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s t a t e  m a n d a t e d  p r o g r a m  
f o r  o v e r  40  y e a r s ;

(b) I n  FYR 94 t h e  V e t e r a n s  s u f f e r e d  a  l o s s  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  
t h e  D e a t h  G r a t u i t y  a n d  a  l o s s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  30% c u t  
i n  f u n d i n g  a n d  20% m o r e  t h a n  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  s u s t a i n e d ;

(c)  M o n e t a r y  r e c o v e r y  o f  9 1 8 ,  0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i a  e x p e c t e d  f o r  t h i a  
y e a r  i n  V e t e r a n  VA P e n s i o n  a n d  C o m p e n s a t i o n  c l a i m s .  T h i s  c l a i m  
r e c o v e r y  r e s u l t s  i n  $56  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  e v e r y  d o l l a r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
b y  t h e  S t a t e .

(5) A l a s k a ' s  l a r g e  a n d  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  V e t e r a n s  p o p u l a t i o n  
r e q u i r e s  e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l  o v e r  5 5 0  t h o u s a n d  s q u a r e  m i l e s  b y  
V e t e r a n s  S e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  c o s t s  
o f  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s p e n d s  b u t  $ 6 . 8 5  p e r  
V e t e r a n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  A r k a n s a s  a n d  M i n n e s o t a  w h e r e  $ 1 3 . 7 0  a n d  
$ 3 9 . 6 8  r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  a r e  s p e n t  o n  e a c h  V e t e r a n .

L e g i s l a t i v e  P r o g r a m
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(6) A  r e d u c t i o n  in S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r  f u n d i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
w o u l d  h a v e  a s e r i o u s  e f f e c t  a n  V e t e r a n  S t a t e  w i d e  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  
V A  h a s  a V e t e r a n  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  o n l y  f i v e  o r  s i x  p e r s o n s  
i n c l u d i n g  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f .  T h e  V A ' a  m a i n  o f f i c e  is i n  A n c h o r a g e  
a n d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  s t a f f  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  the 7 0 , 0 0 0  o r  7 2 , 0 0 0  
v e t e r a n a  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  of a n  8 0 0  n u m b e r .  
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i a  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  a l m o s t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  
V e t e r a n s  w o u l d  g o  u n s e r v e d ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  r u r a l  a n d  s m a l l  

t o w n s  o f  A l a s k a .

(7) L a c k  of s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d i n g  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a r e d u c t i o n  in 
r e c o v e r y  of V e t e r a n ' s  V A  c l a i m  a n d  b e n e f i t s  w o u l d  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  
r e s u l t  i n  h i g h e r  s t a t e  w e l f a r e  a n d  m e d i c a l  c o a t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
I n a b i l i t y  of s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o c e s s  a n d  h a n d l e  c l a i m s  
a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .

(8) T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  v i g o r o u s l y  o p p o s e s  p e r m a n e n t  l o o s  of 
f u n d i n g  f o r  its d e a t h  g r a t u i t y  p r o g r a m  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  m o n e y s  f o r  

D i v i s i o n  of V e t e r a n  A f f a i r s .  H o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  a n t i c i p a t e d  
b u d g e c a x y  abo.rtf3.Ll L a  S t a t e  tavftntmfl, t h e  L e g i o n  as a 
r e s p o n s i b l e  G r a n t  h o l d e r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  o n  n e w  f u n d i n g  

t h i s  y e a r .  S h o u l d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e s  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  
s e s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  the L e g i o n  w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  d i l i g e n t l y  s e e k  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .

(9) T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  S e n i o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

v i g o r o u s l y  o p p o s e  a n y  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  d o  a w a y  w i t h  S e n i o r g  a n d  

50% D i s a b l e d  V e t e r a n s  t a x  e x e m p t i o n s .  T o  r e m o v e  t h e s e  e x e m p t i o n ,  
w o u l d  f o r c e  m a n y  d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n s  t o  m o v e  o r  s e e k  w e l f a r e .  
Q u a l i f i e d  d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n s  r e c e i v e  a l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 7 0 0  i n  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  b e n e f i t s .

(10) T h e  L e g i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  o p p o s e  a n y  b i l l  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s .  A n n u i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  

m e a n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to k e e p  t h e  b o n u s  i n  t a c k .  S e n i o r  c i t i z e n  

e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b o n u s ,  a m o u n t  t o  m i l l i o n s  o f  
d o l l a r s *  T h e  s a m e  is t r u e  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  

w h i c h  S e n i o r s  55 o r  o l d e r ,  s p e n d  l o c a l l y .

(11) T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  o p p o s e s  a n y  S t a t e  H e a l t h  C a r e  

p r o g r a m  w h i c h  f a i l s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  a n d  

i n t e g r i t y  of the V A  H o s p i t a l  s y s t e m .

Legislative Program
Page 2
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F IS C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA
19i'4 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Ravnton Onto!
TFB»:

BILL NO. HBW4

Sate of Alcohol fn Clubs

Dapt Affadsth 
BRU:
Component:

Revamia
Atcohofc B aw m ga Oontof Board

Sponsor. House Spactel Comrnfthie on Miliary 4 Veteran Affairs
Htnjoitar. House Spactel Commttas on Mfltary ft Veteran Affairs

ExpemJHurasrTIavarwea:
COMPONENT SER IAL NO.

(Thousands of D obra)

0100

OPERATING FY05 FY08 FYBT FY W FY 9 9 FYOO
PERSONAL SERV ICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SU PPLES
EQUPM ENT
LAND ft STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . _. 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 _  0-0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0,0 0,0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 ______ w > 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING. 0.0 . . . . .  9.9 0.0 ______ 0 .0 . . .  0,9 ................  0,9.

ICAEIIAL- JOJL -9.0-L _WL A S . -g.Q-1 m 3

[ r e v e n u e  f u n d  oouncfc E H 0.0 0.0 0.0r 0.0 ]

FUNDTNOi (Thousands of Dobrr)
1002 Padaral Hoc* Ip la 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 oo o o
1003 GF Match

1C04GF
100S GF/Pmoram R ecen t* 0.0 o n  . 0.0 0.0 0.0 OJO
tOOC OF/MHTIA

Otti ar
TOTAL n o Q.0. .QJL. ---------------- 0JQ_ ____0 0. .0.0..

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
PART-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TEMPORARY..... o.9 .9.9 .... -9.9 ... , 9.9 _0,0. ... °.0_
Eatlmsta of current yaar (FY84) Impact: S 0.0

Praprmd by: 
DMslon:

Dlmctor PaWch I. Shrurtx* 7~.fi 
Afcofwlc BaynMt Ocnlrel Jgo ftri. .  ...

Phoiv:.£2Q7) ZZ7.4I38.

Approved by Com mtenlenar .Qftnal J . HlKTfftoiwI 

Agancy: Department ol Rerany*.SZS3S.
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