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J a n u a r y  27 ,  1994

Mr. Tom A n d e r s o n
The O f f i c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ea r  Tom:

I t  was a p l e a s u r e  t o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  w i t h  you 
a b o u t  CS f o r  House B i l l  No. 49 (S T A ) .

C o n c e rn  had  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  r a i s e d  t h a t  House B i l l  49 w o u ld  
a p p l y  t o  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s .  I n  
r e v i e w i n g  t h e  b i l l ,  i t  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  T i t l e  15 ,  w h ic h  i s  t h e  S t a t e  
E l e c t i o n  Code .  M u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
T i t l e  29 o f  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  a d o p t  t h e i r  
own e l e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  may p a t t e r n  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  c o d e s  a f t e r  
S t a t e  S t a t u t e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  no r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  a d o p t  t h e  S t a t e  C ode .

The C i t y  an d  Borough  o f  J u n e a u  r e v i s e d  i t s  own e l e c t i o n  c o d e  
a b o u t  two y e a r s  ago  a n d  now a l l o w s  v o t e r s  t o  r e q u e s t  an a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  by f a c s i m i l e .  The f a c s i m i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  no 
l a t e r  t h a n  f i v e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Our  
e x p e r i e n c e  v / i t h  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  w o rk s  w e l l  an d  
v o t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p l e a s e d  t o  h a v e  i t  a s  an  o p t i o n .  At t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e  A sse m b ly  c o n s i d e r e d  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h ' s  
e l e c t i o n  c o d e ,  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b a l l o t s  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  
and  o f  b a l l o t s  r e t u r n e d  f rom  t h e  v o t e r s  was  c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  n o t  
a d o p t e d .

I f  I  may be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y ,
l i  '('■ C  v  ( '

P a t t y  Ann P o l l e y ,  CMC 
M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k

PAP: e t p
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F E D E R A L  V O T I N G  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M  
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155

M a r c h  1 1 , 1 9 9 4

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R a m o n a  B a m e s  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  M a d a m  S p e a k e r ;

T h e  U n i f o r m e d  a n d  O v e r s e a s  C i t i z e n s  A b s e n t e e  V o t i n g  A c t  ( U O C A V A ) ,  w h i c h  t h i s  
o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t e r s ,  c o n c e r n s  t h e  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  o f  1 5 . 6 5 3  A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  
c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  i n  d i e  A r m e d  F o r c e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  1 1 , 7 4 0  v o t i n g  a g e  s p o u s e s  
a n d  d e p e n d e n t s ,  a n d  o v e r  5 , 7 4 7  A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  o v e r s e a s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  A c t ,

W c  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  H o u s e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  v o t e  o n  C S H B 4 9  ( J U D )  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  T h i s  
b i l l  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  b y  f a c s i m i l e  o f  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  a b s e n t e e  
v o i i n g  p r o c e s s .  O u r  1 9 9 2  P o s t - e l e c t i o n  s u r v e y  r e f l e c t e d  3 5 %  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  c o v e r e d  b y  
t h e  U O C A V A  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  v o t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  b a l l o t .  A l l o w i n g  

c- f o r  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w o u l d  c u t  b a l l o t  t r a n s i t  t i m e  a t  l e a s t  i n  h a l f ,  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  m a j o r
o b s t a c l e  t o  v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  b y  t h e s e  c i t i z e n s .

T h i s  m e a s u r e  e n f r a n c h i s e s  m a n y  v o t e r s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  v o t e  d u e  t o  
t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s .  I n  1 9 9 2 ,  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  r o u t e d  t o  6 9 9  l o c a l  
e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e s  i n  4 9  s t a t e s ,  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .  
V o t e r s  s e r v e d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  3 8  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .

C u n r e n t l y ,  3 6  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s .  A l l  m a t e r i a l s  m a y  b e  f a x e d  at no cost to the local election official b y  u s i n g  
F V A P ’ s  t o l l  f r e e  n u m b e r ,  ( 8 0 0 )  3 6 8 - 8 6 8 3 .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  U O C A V A .  w e  u r g e  A l a s k a  a d o p t  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D i r e c t o r



D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY  
STATE OF ALASKA

( 9 0 7 )  4 0 5 - 3 8 6 7  o r  4 6 5 - 2 4 5 0
I - A X  ( 9 0 s )  4 6 5 - 2 0 2 9  j j o  S e w a rd  S treet, S u ite  4 0 9
M a i l  S to p  3 1 0 1  J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 2 1 0 5

M E M O R A N D U M  M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 9 4

S U B J E C T :  C S H B  4 9  ( F i n a n c e )  a m e n d e d  ( W o r k  O r d e r  N o .  8 - L S 0 3 5 9 \ M )

T O :  S e n a t o r  L o r e n  L e m a n ,  C h a i r
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  J a c k  C h e n o w e
L e g i s l a t i v e

D i r e c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s e c t i o n  1 0  o f  C S H B  4 9  ( F i n a n c e )  a m e n d e d ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  
m o d i f i e d  b y  f l o o r  a m e n d m e n t  i n  t h e  H o u s e - p a s s e d  v e r s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f l o o r  a m e n d m e n t  
w a s ,  a s  y o u  c a n  s e e  i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  i n c o m p l e t e .

F o r  e d i t o r i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  n o t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e ,  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  b i l l ' s  s e c t i o n  1 0  t o  r e a d :

*  S e e .  1 0 .  A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  D U R I N G  P R I M A R Y  A N D  
S P E C I A L  S T A T E  E L E C T I O N S  D U R I N G  1 9 9 4 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  
A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6 ( a ) ,  a d d e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  o r  a  s p e c i a l  
s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  d u r i n g  1 9 9 4 ,  a  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  c a s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

J B C : m i : p l
9 4 - 0 5 9 . m a i

//

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n



RCS# 479 
I t e m  21

Y e a s : 

N a y s :

E x c u s e d :

S ,'Jc < UC- iU  x..

4 -  * < v .  *

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
E i g h t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e c o n d  S e s s i o n
0 4 - 2 7 - 9 4
1 4 : 4 4 : 0 1

SCS CSHB 4 9 (STA)
T h i r d  R e a d i n g  -  F i n a l  P a s s a g e  

E f f e c t i v e  D a t e

8 F r a n k ,  H a l f o r d ,  J a c k o ,  K e l l y ,  Leman,
M i l l e r ,  S h a r p ,  T a y l o r

12 Adams,  D o n le y ,  D u n c a n ,  E l l i s ,  K e r t t u l a ,
L i n c o l n ,  L i t t l e ,  P e a r c e ,  P h i l l i p s ,  R i e g e r ,  
S a l o ,  Z h a r o f f

0

A b s e n t : 0
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S p o n s o r  S u m m a r y

CSHB 49 (FIN) am

An Act relating to absentee voting by electronic transmission.

P e r  a  r e q u e s t  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ,  F e d e r a l  V o t i n g  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  
D i r e c t o r  P h y l l i s  J .  T a y l o r ,  I  r e q u e s t e d  L A A  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  d r a f t  HB 49. W i t h  
n e w  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  H o u s e  c h a n g e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  CSHB 49 (FIN ) am, t h e  i n t e n t  i s  t o  
a l l o w  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a  v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  t o  u t i l i z e  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  ( f a x ) ,  
w h e t h e r  i n - s t a t e ,  o u t - o f - s t a t e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

N e e d  f o r  L e g i s l a t i o n

I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 9 0  D e s e r t  S t o r m  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s e n d i n g  a n d  
r e c e i v i n g  b a l l o t s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  U . S .  h a s  e s c a l a t e d  t h r o u g h  f a i l u r e s  i n  o u r  
p o s t a l  s y s t e m ,  c h a n g e s  i n  e l e c t o r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  b y  
v o t e r s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  r e p o r t s  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  2 6 , 2 8 1  A l a s k a  
r e s i d e n t s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  a l o n e ,  w i t h  o v e r  1 9 , 0 0 0  s p o u s e s  a n d  
d e p e n d e n t s  o f  v o t i n g  a g e ,  a n d  a l m o s t  5 , 7 5 0  r e s i d e n t s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  
t h e  o t h e r  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  v o t e  o u t  o f  s t a t e  b y  a b s e n t e e  s u c h  a s  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s ,  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  w h o  m u s t  l e a v e  s t a t e  o n  
b u s i n e s s .  F i n a l l y ,  e v e n  i n - s t a t e  t r a v e l e r s  w h o  m a y  n o t  b e  i n  t h e i r  c i t y ' s  e l e c t i o n  
d i s t r i c t  d u r i n g  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  c a n  u t i l i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  c a s t  
t h e i r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  w h e n  o n e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
d e l a y s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

T h e  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  i s  t o  e x p a n d  v o t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a l l o w  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  t h e  m o s t  e x p e d i t i o u s  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t .  
I n  t e r m s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  3 6 - 4 5  d a y  b a l l o t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t i m e .  
B a l l o t s  a r e  m a i l e d  2 1 - 3 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  M a r k e d  b a l l o t s  m a i l e d  b y  v o t e r s  
w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  b e  c o u n t e d  i f  p o s t m a r k e d  b y  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
a n d  i f  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  b y  t h e  t e n t h  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
e l e c t i o n .  B a l l o t s  r e t u r n e d  b y  v o t e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  b y  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  A l a s k a  a l s o  
p r o v i d e s  a  S p e c i a l  W r i t e - i n  A b s e n t e e  B a l l o t ,  w h i c h  i s  a v a i l a b l e  6 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e
election



I n  t h e  1 9 8 8  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a l o n e  t r i e d  t o  v o t e  
a b s e n t e e  b u t  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  d o  s o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  b a l l o t  o n  t i m e  
o r  a t  a l l .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  ( 7 )  s t a t e s  a l l o w  s o m e  f o r m  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  f o r  b a l l o t s  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n :  C a l i f o r n i a ,  H a w a i i ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  M o n t a n a ,  
N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  U t a h ,  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  t h e  1 9 9 2  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  1 4 0  U . S .  
c i t i z e n s  v o t e d  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  6 9 9  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e s  i n  4 9  
s t a t e s  u t i l i z e d  f a x  m a c h i n e s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m a t e r i a l .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  CSHB 49 (F IN ) am i s  n o t  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  o v e r  m a i l  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  t o  d e c r e a s e  l o s t ,  d e l a y e d ,  o r  d e n i e d  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s  d u e  t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s .  T h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m a i n t a i n s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m a i n t a i n s  s p e e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y .  I n  
e s s e n c e ,  i t  e x p a n d s  t h e  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  
o t h e r w i s e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  a n  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t  v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  w h e n  t i m e  i s  o f  t h e  
e s s e n c e .  I n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  M o n t a n a ,  t h e  u s e  o f  f a c s i m i l e  m a c h i n e s  f o r  
a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  h a s  b e e n  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  s t a t u t e .  T h r o u g h  a  s e t  o f  s p e c i f i c  
g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  p r o c e d u r e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  CSHB 49 (F IN ) am, t h o s e  
a b s e n t e e  v o t e r s  u n a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t ,  w h e t h e r  
i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  A l a s k a  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c a s t  
t h e i r  v o t e  v i a  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  a l l o w i n g  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
t r a n s m i t t e d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  i s  f o r  t h e  1 9 9 4  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  ( S e c t i o n  1 0  p r o h i b i t s  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 9 4  P r i m a r y ) .
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  d iv is io n  o f  e l e c t io n s
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PHONE (907 ) 465-4611

P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e n t  
CSHB 49 {FIN)am

T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  b o t h  i n - s t a t e  an d  o u t - o f - s t a t e  v o t e r s  t o  r e q u e s t  
b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  ( f a x )  an  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  a  s t a t e  
e l e c t i o n .  I t  a l s o  a l l o w s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  t o  s e n d  a n  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  a v o t e r  and  f o r  t h e  v o t e r  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  v o t e d  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  v i a  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  The 
d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l ,  and  b e l i e v e s  i t  w i l l  
f a c i l i t a t e  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  A l a s k a n  v o t e r s  who 
o t h e r w i s e  may be d i s c o u r a g e d  from v o t i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
o f  t im e  a n d  d i s t a n c e .

S e c t i o n  1 a l l o w s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  t o  v o t e r s  a n d  t h e  
r e c e i p t  o f  v o t e d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  i 'rom v o t e r s  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i s s i o n .  The d i v i s i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  v o t e r  t o  com ply  w i t h  t h e  same t i m e  d e a d l i n e s  a s  
f o r  v o t i n g  i n  p e r s o n ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  v o t e s  b e  c a s t  
on  o r  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  and  n o t  a f t e r w a r d .  The d i v i s i o n  a l s o  
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s e c r e c y  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  
p r o c e s s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  and  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
w h e r e b y  t h e  v o t e r  w a i v e s  h i s  o r  h e r  r i g h t  t o  a s e c r e t  b a l l o t .

S e c t i o n  2 a l l o w s  v o t e r s  t o  a p p l y  f o r  an  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  by  
e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  3 r e q u i r e s  t h a t  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  
a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  by  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  by  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  4 d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a b l e  e l e c t i o n  d a y .  The s e c t i o n  c h a n g e s  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e c e i v e  an  
a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  d e l i v e r y  o f  an  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  by m a i l  f rom  
4 d a y s  t o  7 .  The d i v i s i o n  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s .  We
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b e l i e v e  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  
r e l y i n g  on  t h e  m a i l  s e r v i c e  f o r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g .  F o u r  d a y s  b e f o r e  
a n  e l e c t i o n  r a r e l y  p r o v i d e  e n o u g h  t i m e  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  m a i l  a  
b a l l o t  and  f o r  t h e  v o t e r  t o  mark  t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  p o s t m a r k e d  by e l e c t i o n  d a y .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  u s e  o f  
e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  a t i m e l y  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o c e s s  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  v o t e r s .

S e c t i o n  4 p r o v i d e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  s e n d  an  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l  t o  a v o t e r  by e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  5 r e q u i r e s  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  v o t e r  r e t u r n s  an  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  by  
m a i l ,  t h e s e  b a l l o t s  w i l l  be  m a i l e d  i n  t h e  same m an n e r  a n d  w i t h i n  
t h e  same t i m e  f ram es  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  b a l l o t  was m a i l e d  t o  
t h e  v o t e r  o r  d e l i v e r e d  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  6 i s  a t e c h n i c a l  c h an g e  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  
t h e  same r e c o r d s  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  d e l i v e r y  w h e t h e r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  
i s  v i a  t h e  m a i l  o r  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  7 exem pts  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  v i a  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f rom 
t h e  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  " s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s "  f o r  b y - m a i l  
a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  f rom  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The d i v i s i o n  
s u p p o r t s  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  s i n c e  t h e  m a in  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  
e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i s  t o  s p e e d  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  need  f o r  s p e c i a l  b a l l o t s  f o r  p e o p l e  who c h o o s e  t o  u s e  
e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  8 i s  a t e c h n i c a l  amendment p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  w r i t e - i n s  w i l l  be  
h a n d l e d  t h e  same f o r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  w h e t h e r  r e c e i v e d  b y  m a i l  o r  
by e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  9 d e f i n e s  a s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  
p r o c e d u r e  w i l l  be a p p l i c a b l e .  Vie s u p p o r t  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .
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S e c t i o n  10 p r e v e n t s  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  f rom  b e i n g  v o t e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  v i a  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  s t a t e  
e l e c t i o n  o r  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  1994 .  V o t e r s  c a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a p p l y  f o r  a  b a l l o t  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f o r  t h o s e  
e l e c t i o n s .  T hey  c o u l d  v o t e  v i a  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  D e l a y i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  v o t e  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  u n t i l  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
o f  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h  n ee d ed  t i m e  t o  d e v e l o p  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  
m ax im iz e  c o n v e n i e n c e  f o r  t h e  v o t e r  a n d  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  i m p a c t  on 
t h e  s e c r e c y  o f  t h e  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e .
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F E D E R A L  V O T I N G  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M  
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155

M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 9 4

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R a m o n a  B a r n e s  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  M a d a m  S p e a k e r

T h e  U n i f o r m e d  a n d  O v e r s e a s  C i t i z e n s  A b s e n t e e  V o t i n g  A c t  ( U O C A V A ) ,  w h i c h  t h i s  
o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t e r s ,  c o n c e r n s  t h e  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  o f  1 5 , 6 5 3  A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  
c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  1 1 , 7 4 0  v a d n g  a g e  s p o u s e s  
a n d  d e p e n d e n t s ,  a n d  o v e r  3 , 7 4 7  A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  o v e r s e a s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  A c t .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  H o u s e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  v o t e  o n  C S H B 4 9  ( J U D )  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  T h i s  
b i l l  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  b y  f a c s i m i l e  o f  a i l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  a b s e n t e e  
v o t i n g  p r o c e s s .  O u r  1 9 9 2  P o s t - e l e c r i a n  s u r v e y  r e f l e c t e d  35% o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  c o v e r e d  b y  
t h e  U O C A V A  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  v o t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  b a l l o t  . A l l o w i n g  
f o r  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w o u l d  c u t  b a l l o t  t r a n s i t  t i m e  a t  l e a s t  i n  h a l f ,  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  m a j o r  
o b s t a c l e  t o  v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  b y  t h e s e  c i t i z e n s .

T h i s  m e a s u r e  e n f r a n c h i s e s  m a n y  v o t e r s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  n r r  b e  a b l e  t o  v o t e  d u e  t o  
t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s .  I n  1 9 9 2 ,  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  r o u t e d  t o  6 9 9  l o c a l  
e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e s  m  4 9  s t a t e s ,  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .  
V o t e r s  s e r v e d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  3 8  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .

C u r r e n t l y ,  3 6  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c c e s s r i i l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s .  A l l  m a t e r i a l s  m a y  b e  f a x e d  at no cost to the local election official b y  u s i n g  
F V A P ’ s  t o l l  f r e e  n u m b e r ,  ( 8 0 0 )  3 6 8 - 8 6 8 3 .

O n  b c n a l f  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  c o v e r e d  b y  i h c  U O C A V A .  w c  u r g e  A l a s k a  a d o p t  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

P h y l l i s  J .  T a y l o r  
D i r e c t o r
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Mr. Tom A n d e r s o n
The O f f i c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Dear  Tom:

I t  was a p l e a s u r e  t o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m ee t  w i t h  you 
a b o u t  CS f o r  H ouse  B i l l  No. 49 (S T A ) .

C o n c e rn  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  r a i s e d  t h a t  H ouse  B i l l  49 w ould  
a p p l y  t o  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s .  Ir. 
r e v i e w i n g  t h e  b i l l ,  i t  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  T i t l e  15,  v /h ich  i s  t h e  S t a t e  
E l e c t i o n  Code .  M u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
T i t l e  29 o f  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  a d o p t  t h e i r  
own e l e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  may p a t t e r n  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  c o d e s  a f t e r  
S t a t e  S t a t u t e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  no r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  a d o p t  t h e  S t a t e  C ode .

The C i t y  an d  Borough  o f  J u n e a u  r e v i s e d  i t s  own e l e c t i o n  c o d e  
a b o u t  two y e a r s  a g o  and  now a l l o w s  v o t e r s  t o  r e q u e s t  an  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  by f a c s i m i l e .  The f a c s i m i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  be  r e c e i v e d  no 
l a t e r  t h a n  f i v e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Our 
e x r e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  w o rk s  w e l l  and  
v o t t r s  h a v e  b e e n  p l e a s e d  t o  h a v e  i t  a s  an  o p t i o n .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e  A ssem b ly  c o n s i d e r e d  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  C i t y  and  B o r o u g h ' s  
e l e c t i o n  c o d e ,  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b a l l o t s  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  
and  o f  b a l l o t s  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  t h e  v o t e r s  was c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  n o t  
a d o p t e d .

I f  I  may be  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
p l e a s e  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y ,
r  l i  *■f  V  • '

P a t t y  Ann P o l l e y ,  CMC
M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k

P A P :e tp
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A N A L Y S I S  C O N T I N U A T I O N :

H J R  51 re q u e s ts  th e  g o v e r n o r  t o  f i le  s u it  in  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  S u p re m e  C o u r t  a g a in s t  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  
a l le g in g  v io la t io n s  o f  t h e  c iv i l  r ig h t s  o f  A m e r ic a n s  l is te d  a s  p r is o n e r s  o f  w a r  o r  m is s in g  in a c t io n  in  S o u th e a s t  A s ia .  T h e  
'e s o lu t io n  f u r t h e r  re q u e s ts  t h a t  th e  s u it  d e m a n d  th a t  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  D e fe n s e ,  th e  in t e l l ig e n c e  a g e n c ie s ,  a n d  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  V ie t n a m ,  L a o s , K a m p u c h e a ,  R u s s ia , a n d  C h in a  b e  o rd e re d  to  t u r n  o v e r  a ll d o c u m e n ts  c o n c e rn in g  
A m e r ic a n s  lis te d  a s  P O W s  o r  M IA s  ::s a re s u l t  o f  th e  V ie t n a m  W a r .  T h e  r e s o lu t io n  a ls o  re q u e s ts  th e  o t h e r  s ta te s  to  jo in  
n tn e  s u it .

T h e  C e o a r tm e n t  o f  L a w  h a s  n o  c o m m e n t  to  o f f e r  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  m e r it s  o f  t h e  r e s o lu t io n .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  d o  n o te  
m a t  if  t h e  in t e n t  o f  th e  r e s o lu t io n  is c a r r ie d  o u t  it  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r v  t o  h ir e  o u ts id e  c o u n s e l s k i l le d  in  U .S .  S u p re m e  C o u r t  
p ro c e e d in g s .  O u t s id e  c o u n s e l w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  to  a d v is e  th e  s ta te  c o n c e r n in g  p re p a ra t io n  o f  t h e  s u it ,  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f 
•edera l 3 nd  in t e r n a t io n a l  ju r is d ic t io n ,  t o  p r o v id e  l ia is o n  w i t h  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e ra l  a n d  t h e  o th e r  
m a te s , a n d  to  r e p re s e n t  th e  s ta te  in  fo rm a l  p r o c e e d in g s  b e fo r e  tn e  U .S .  S u p re m e  C o u r t .  A t  th is  e a r l y  ju n c t u r e  w e  c a n n o t  
: e t e rm in e  w h a t  c o s ts  m ig n t  be  r e q u i r e d .  W e  c a u t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  U .S .  S u p re m e  C o u r t  c o s ts  c o u ld  e v e n t u a l ly  re a c h  
>5 0 ,0 0 0 , o r  m o re .
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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

BY T H E  SENATE STATE AFFAIRS C O M M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsort.s): REPRESENTATIVES M A R TIN , Brice, Mulder

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ,  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  

a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  t o  d e liv e ry  o f  b a l l o t s  t o  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a p p l i c a n t s  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  a n d  e n a c t i n g  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  ‘ s t a t e  e l e c t i o n ’  f o r  p u r p o s e s  

o f  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e e .  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6 .  V O T I N G  B Y  E L E C T R O N I C  T R A N S M I S S I O N ,  ( a )  T h e  

d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  b y  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  i n  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  b y  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  m u s t

( 1 )  r e q u i r e  t h e  v o t e r  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  d e a d l i n e s  a s  f o r  

v o t i n g  i n  p e r s o n  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s i n g  h o u r  o f  t h e  p o l l s ;

( 2 )  e n s u r e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  a n d ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d e g r e e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  a n d  s c c r c c y  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  p r o c e s s .

-1 .  SCS CSHB 49(STA)
> v r  " n r t o r l  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D I
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( b )  A n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t h a t  i s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r  b y  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m u s t

( 1 )  c o n t a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t :  " I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  b y  u s i n g  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  r e t u r n  m y  m a r k e d  b a l l o t ,  I  a m  v o l u n t a r i l y  w a i v i n g  m y  r i g h t  

t o  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t . 1' ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  a n d  d a t e  o f  s i g n a t u r e ;  a n d

( 2 )  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  s t a t e m e n t  e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  o a t h  a s  t o  t h e  

v o t e r ’ s  i d e n t i t y ;  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  u n d e r  o a t h  m u s t  b e  w i t n e s s e d  b y

( A )  a  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o r  n o n c o m m i s s i o n e d  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  a r m e d  

f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

( B )  a n  o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i z e d  b "  f e d e r a l  l a w  o r  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

i n  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  c a s t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a n  o a t h ;  o r

( C )  t w o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  w h o  a r e  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r .

*  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( a )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( a )  A  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  b y  m a i l  o r  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  f o r  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  [ S H A L L ]  i n c l u d e  t h e  a d d r e s s  o r .  

i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  d e l i v e r y  o f  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  h v  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  n u m b e r ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  i s  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ’ s  f u l l  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t ’ s  s i g n a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  a  p e r s o n  [ P E R S O N S ]  r e s i d i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  a p p l y i n g  t o  v o t e  a b s e n t e e  i n  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  1 5 . 0 5 . 0 1 1  n e e d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( b )  A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n t i  d e l i v e r y  o f  [ F O R ]  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  b y  m a i l  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n  

[ F O U R ]  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s o u g h t .  A n  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  f r o m  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  

r e q u e s t i n t i  d e l i v e r y  o f  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  m u s t  h e  r e c e i v e d  b v  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  d a v s  

b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s o u t i h t .  A n  [ T H E ]  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  h v  m a i l  t i n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  p e r m i t  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  

r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  a n d  t o  r e q u e s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e

li II m Il'M'Wni II II 1  I»'TirTTTnMl1T¥mirTiH-giT̂ niTT"' T
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e l e c t i o n  h e l d  w i t h i n  t h a t  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e .  A n  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

m a v  n o t  i n c l u d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  a  p e r s o n  t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  u n d e r  

A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 .

*  S e c .  4. A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( c )  A f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  [ B Y  M A I L ] ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  s e n d  d i e  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b y  p r i o r i t y  m a i l .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  b e  

s e n t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  s e n d  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  

o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  T h e  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  [ T H E  M O S T  E X P E D I T I O U S  M A I L  

S E R V I C E .  T H E ]  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I f  

t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a ,  a r e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  

t h e  [ T H E ]  r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  s h a l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  

t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  i s  a  r e s i d e n t .

*  S e c .  5 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( e )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( e )  A n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  m u s t  b e  m a r k e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( h )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  v o t e r  w h o  r e t u r n s  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  b v  

m a i l ,  w h e t h e r  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r  b y  m a i l  o r  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  s h a l l  u s e  

a  m a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o  f i r s t  c l a s s  a n d  m a i l  t h e  b a l l o t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  d a y  o f  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  s e e k s  

t o  v o t e .  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 4 8 0 ,  t h e  b a l l o t  m a y  n o t  b e  c o u n t e d  u n l e s s  i t  

i s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  t h e  1 0 t h  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  

p o s t m a r k e d ,  i t  m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y .  A f t e r  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n ,  [ N O ]  b a l l o t s  m a v  n o t  [ S H A L L ]  b e  a c c e p t e d  u n l e s s  r e c e i v e d  b y  m a i l .

*  S e c .  6 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( g )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( g )  T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  e a c h  v o t e r  t o  w h o m  

a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s e n t  t i n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  [ B Y  M A I L ] .  T h e  r e c o r d  m u s t  l i s t  t h e  

d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  m a i l e d  o r  p r o v i d e d  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  

d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  t h e  d a t e s  o n  w h i c h  

t h e  b a l l o t  w a s  e x e c u t e d  a n d  p o s t m a r k e d .

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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*  S e c .  7. A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 2  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( e )  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6  a n d  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  8 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 2 1 1 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( b )  I f  a  v o t e r  r e q u e s t e d  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  [ B Y  M A I L ]  a n d  t h e  p r o p e r  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  w a s  n o t  s e n t  t o  t h e  v o t e r ,  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  b y  t h e  v o t e r  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  r e c e i v e d  

v / h i c h  a r e  f o r  w r i t e - i n  c a n d i d a t e s  t h e  v o t e r  c o u l d  h a v e  v o t e d  f o r  i f  t h e  v o t e r  h a d  

r e c e i v e d  a n d  v o t e d  t h e  p r o p e r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  s h a l l  b e  c o u n t e d .

*  S e c .  9. A S  1 5 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 2 0 . 2 2 5 .  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  " S T A T E  E L E C T I O N . "  I n  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 1 0 -

1 5 . 2 0 . 2 2 5 ,  " s t a t e  e l e c t i o n "  m e a n s  a  p r i m a r y ,  g e n e r a l ,  o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a  p u r p o s e  o f  

w h i c h  i s  t o

( 1 )  s e l e c t ,  n o m i n a t e ,  o r  e l e c t  a  g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a n  

a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r ,  a  s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  o r  a  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;

( 2 )  s e l e c t ,  n o m i n a t e ,  o r  e i e c t  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ;

( 3 )  a p p r o v e  o r  r e j e c t  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  a n .  X I  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 9 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 . 2 0 0  o r  a  r e f e r e n d u m  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  a r t .  X I  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 2 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 / 1 4 0 ;

( 4 )  r e c a l l  a n  o f f i c i a l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  ( 1 )  o f  i h i s  s e c t i o n  w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  

b y  a r t .  X I  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 6 5 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 . 6 9 0 ;

( 5 )  a p p r o v e  o r  r e j e c t  a  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  s u b m i t t e d  

u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 5 0 ;  o r

( 6 )  r a t i f y  o r  r e j e c t  r .  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y

A S  3 7 . 1 5 .

*  S e c .  10. A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  D U R I N G  P R I M A R Y  A N D  S P E C I A L  S T A T E  

E L E C T I O N S  D U R I N G  1 9 9 4 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  1 5 . 2 n . 0 6 6 ( a ) ,  a d d e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  

i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  o r  a  s p e c i a l  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  d u r i n g  1 9 9 4 ,  a  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  c a s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

*  S e c .  1 1 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  4 9 ( S T A )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

BY T H E  SENATE STATE AFFAIRS C O M M ITTE E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES M A R TIN , Brice, M ulder

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ,  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  

a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  t o  d e l i v e r y  o f  b a l l o t s  t o  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a p p l i c a n t s  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  a n d  e n a c t i n g  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  ‘ s t a t e  e l e c t i o n ’  f o r  p u r p o s e s  

o f  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6 .  V O T I N G  B Y  E L E C T R O N I C  T R A N S M I S S I O N ,  ( a )  T h e  

d i r e c t o r  s h a d  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  b y  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n r m i s s i o n  

a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  i n  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  b y  q u a l i f i e d  v c t e r s .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  m u s t

( 1 )  r e q u i r e  t h e  v o t e r  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  d e a d l i n e s  a s  f o r  

v o t i n g  i n  p e r s o n  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s i n g  h o u r  o f  t h e  p o l l s ;

( 2 )  e n s u r e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  a n d ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d e g r e e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  a n d  s e c r e c y  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  p r o c e s s .

-1- SCS CSHB 49(STA)
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( b )  A n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t h a t  i s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r  b y  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m u s t

( 1 )  c o n t a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t :  " I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  b y  u s i n g  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  r e t u r n  m y  m a r k e d  b a l l o t ,  I  a m  v o l u n t a r i l y  w a i v i n g  m y  r i g h t  

t o  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t . " ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  a n d  d a t e  o f  s i g n a t u r e ;  a n d

( 2 )  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  s t a t e m e n t  e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  o a t h  a s  t o  t h e  

v o t e r ’ s  i d e n t i t y ;  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  u n d e r  o a t h  m u s t  b e  w i t n e s s e d  b y

( A )  a  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o r  n o n c o m m i s s i o n e d  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  a r m e d  

f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

( B )  a n  o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  f e d e r a l  l a w  o r  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

i n  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  c a s t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a n  o a t h ;  o r

( C )  t w o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  w h o  a r e  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r .

( c )  P r o m p t l y  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  

r e t u r n e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e d  

b a l l o t  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  v o t e r .

*  S e c .  2. A S  15.20.081(a) i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d 1

( a )  A  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  b y  m a i l  o r  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  f o r  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  [ S H A L L ]  i n c l u d e  t h e  a d d r e s s  o r ,  

i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  d e l i v e r y  o f  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  n u m b e r ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  i s  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ’ s  f u l l  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t ’ s  s i g n a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  a  p e r s o n  [ P E R S O N S ]  r e s i d i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  a p p l y i n g  t o  v o t e  a b s e n t e e  i n  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  1 5 . 0 5 . 0 1 1  n e e d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0  0 8 1 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( b )  A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  d e l i v e r y  o f  [ F O R ]  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  b y  m a i l  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n  

[ F O U R ]  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s o u g h t .  A n  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  f r o m  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  

r e q u e s t i n g  d e l i v e r y  o f  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h v  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b v  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  d a v s

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s o u g h t .  A n  [ T H E ]  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  b v  m a i l  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  p e r m i t  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  

r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  a n d  t o  r e q u e s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e  

e l e c t i o n  h e l d  w i t h i n  t h a t  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e .  A n  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

m a v  n o t  i n c l u d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  a  p e r s o n  t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  u n d e r  

A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 .

*  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( c )  A f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  [ B Y  M A I L ] ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  s e n d  t h e  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b y  p r i o r i t y  m a i l .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f o r  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  b e  

s e n t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  s e n d  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  

o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  T h e  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  [ T H E  M O S T  E X P E D I T I O U S  M A L L  

S E R V I C E .  T H E ]  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I f  

t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  m a t e r i a l  a r e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  

t h e  [ T H E ]  r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  s h a l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  

t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  i s  a  r e s i d e n t .

*  S e c .  5 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( e )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( e )  A n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  m u s t  b e  m a r k e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( h )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  v o t e r  w h o  r e t u r n s  t h e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  b v  

m a i l ,  w h e t h e r  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r  b y  m a i l  o r  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  s h a l l  u s e  

a  m a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o  f i r s t  c l a s s  a n d  m a i l  t h e  b a l l o t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  d a y  o f  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e ' e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v o t e r  s e e k s  

t o  v o t e .  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 4 8 0 ,  t h e  b a l l o t  m a y  n o t  b e  c o u n t e d  u n l e s s  i t  

i s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  t h e  1 0 t h  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  

p o s t m a r k e d ,  i t  m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y .  A f t e r  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n ,  [ N O ]  b a l l o t s  m a v  n o t  I S H A L L ]  b e  a c c e p t e d  u n l e s s  r e c e i v e d  b y  m a i l .

*  S e c .  6 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( g )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( g )  T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  e a c h  v o t e r  t o  w h o m  

a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  i s  s e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  [ B Y  M A I L ] ,  T h e  r e c o r d  m u s t  l i s t  t h e

WORK D R A F T  WORK D R A F T  WORK D R A F T
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d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  m a i l e d  o r  p r o v i d e d  b v  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  

d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  b a l l o t  i s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  t h e  d a t e s  o n  w h i c h  

t h e  b a l l o t  w a s  e x e c u t e d  a n d  p o s t m a r k e d .

*  S e c .  7 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 2  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( e )  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6  a n d  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  8 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 2 1 1 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( b )  I f  a  v o t e r  r e q u e s t e d  a n  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  [ B Y  M A I L ]  a n d  t h e  p r o p e r  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t  w a s  n o t  s e n t  t o  t h e  v o t e r ,  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  b y  t h e  v o t e r  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  r e c e i v e d  

w h i c h  a r e  f o r  w r i t e - i n  c a n d i d a t e s  t h e  v o t e r  c o u l d  h a v e  v o t e d  f o r  i f  t h e  v o t e r  h a d  

r e c e i v e d  a n d  v o t e d  t h e  p r o p e r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  s h a l l  b e  c o u n t e d .

*  S e c .  9 .  A S  1 5 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 2 0 . 2 2 5 .  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  " S T A T E  E L E C T I O N . "  I n  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . C 1 0 -

1 5 . 2 0 . 2 2 5 ,  " s t a t e  e l e c t i o n "  m e a n s  a  p r i m a r y ,  g e n e r a l ,  o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a  p u r p o s e  o f  

w h i c h  i s  t o

( 1 )  s e l e c t ,  n o m i n a t e ,  o r  e l e c t  a  g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a n  

a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r ,  a  s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  o r  a  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;

( 2 )  s e l e c t ,  n o m i n a t e ,  o r  e l e c t  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ;

( 3 )  a p p r o v e  o r  r e j e c t  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  a n .  X I  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 9 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 . 2 0 0  o r  a  r e f e r e n d u m  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  a n .  X I  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 2 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 4 0 ;

( 4 )  r e c a l l  a n  o f f i c i a l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  ( 1 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  

b y  a n .  X I  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 6 5 0  -  1 5 . 4 5 . 6 9 0 ;

( 5 )  a p p r o v e  o r  r e j e c t  a  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  s u b m i t t e d  

u n d e r  A S  1 5 . 5 0 ;  o r

( 6 )  r a t i f y  o r  r e j e c t  a  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y

A S  3 7 . 1 5 .

*  S e c .  10. A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  D U R I N G  P R I M A R Y  A N D  S P E C I A L  S T A T E  

E L E C T I O N S  D U R I N G  1 9 9 4 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 6 ( a ) ,  a d d e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  

i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  o r  a  s p e c i a l  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  d u r i n g  1 9 9 4 ,  a  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  c a s t  a n  a b s e n t e e
I

b a l l o t  b y  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

S C S  C S H B  4 9 ( S T A )
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A roundup o f vo tin g  new s from  the Federa l Vo ting A ssis tance Program  (FV A P ) </ J  Fo r vo te rs , po ten tia l vo te rs and those who assist vo ters .

In c re a s e d  partic ipa tion  re f le c ts  na t'l trend
A b s e n t e e  V o t e r s  

M a k e  A  D i f f e r e n c e

In N o v e m b e r  3 e lection
E l e c t r o n i c  

T r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  

V o t i n g  M a t e r i a l s

The electronic transmission service 
provided by die Federal Voting Assistance 
Program (FVAP) processed over 5,000 
applications, ballots and other documents 
from voters and election officials. This 
alternate process o f requesting registration 
and/or a ballot was first used during Oper­
ation Desert Shield in the Persian G ulf and 
has since been adopted by many States 
and localities around the nation.

While the method was available to all. 
it was invaluable for overseas citizens 
who would have otherwise been unable to

Last-minute vo te rs . .  . found  
this option to be the only 
alternative which a llowed  
them to vote.

Official results from the November 3 
general election w ill not be available unnl 
later but absentee votes played an important 
role in several contests around the nation.

While the deadline for receipt o f absen­
tee ballots usually coincides with the close 
of polls on election day, several States and 
junsdictions count ballots after November 
3. In many instances, these absentee ballots 
can make a difference.

Take die case o f the race for the U.S. 
House o f Representatives seat in the 43rd 
Distnct in Riverside. California. Absentee 
votes are the pivotal factor in deciding the 
winner. Before Saturday, November 7.
1992, Democrat Mark Takano was main­
taining a 1,234 vote lead over Republican 
Kenneth Calvert. Following the count of 
absentee votes on that date, however, Cal­
vert overtook Taksno by a 397 vote margin. 
A total o f 22,842 absentee ballots were cast 
in Riverside County. Presendy, Calvert has
87,869 votes ( 4 6 . 4 % )  to Takano’s 87,472 
( 4 6 . 4 % ) .  After official certification on 
November 25. 1992. candidates have five 
days to request a recount, The official result 
of this elecuon w ill be declared after Uia'. 
date.

In Minnesota’s 2nd Congressional dis­
tnct. less than 600 votes separated Republi­
can Cal Ludeman from Democrat David 
Minge, out o f a total of 263,000 votes casi. 
Ludeman conceded defeat on November 12.

In the eighth distnct race for State senate 
in Nevada, at last count, twenty-four votes 
separated Republican Mark James widi
20,709 votes from Democrat Sandi Kretuer 
who was trailing with 20,685 ballots cast in 
her favor. However, the Slate had not 
received all absentee ballots and was count­
ing on 122  absentee voting members o f the 
Armed Forces and overseas citizens to 
deiennine the outcome o f the race in dus 
distnct which includes Las Vegas. A ll bal­
lots received on or before November 17 at 
5:00 pm w ill be counted.

Even more interesting is that not only 
w ill these absentee voters determine the 
outcome o f the Jamcs-Krenzer race, they 
w ill also determine which party w ill have 
the majority in the Senate. Both Republi­
cans and Democrats currently have ten 
seats each in the twenty-one member 
Nevada Senate, making participation by 
all 12 2  absentee voters even more critical. 

In another electoral cliff-hanger this year, 
the 18th district race between Lonny B. 
W innck and Clare Carlson for the North 
Dakota State House o f Representatives 
may be decided by a coin toss. The dis­
trict, which includes part of Grand Forks 
A ir Force Base, received a large number of 
absentee ballots.

Both contenders received an equal num­
ber o f votes, 1.895. A  date for a mandatory 
recount has not been assigned. However, i f 
after the recount the contest is still tied, a 
coin toss w ill determine the winner.

In the Codington district race for State 
senate in neighboring South Dakota, out of
92,095 ballots cast, 1,238 were cast by 
absentee voters. In this race. Democrat 
Dale Howlctt received 46,048 votes in his 
favor while his opponent. Republican Bcr- 
detter Solum received 46,047, a difference 
ol only one vote.

Official canvassing (counting) for this 
race w ill be completed on November 18. 
At that time the losing candidate can 
accept the official results or choose to file 
a petition with the State. In the latter case, 
a presiding judge, a referee and two mem­
bers of the elections commission w ill con­
duct an official recount.

Absentee ballots accounted for 32% of 
the total 24.448 votes cast in the race for 
the 38th State senate scat in Texxs Chal­
lenger Jim Solis, a Democrat, edged out 
Republican incumbent Ken Slunet by 34 
votes. The 7,838 absentee ballots out o f a 
total 24,448 votes cast proved that absen­
tee voting again played a significant role.

register or vote due to lengthy mail transit 
times from their country of residence.
Also some last-minute voters who regis­
tered just a few days before the State 
deadline to request a ballot found tins 
option to be the only alternative which 
allowed them to vote.

Voters using this alternate method 
should always consult Chapter 3 o f the 
Guide as well as Appendix I to see i f  their 
State allows for the electronic transmis­
sion o f materials and insure that the proper 
procedure is followed when faxing.

I n  T h i s  I s s u e  m m
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Close Elections in ‘ 92 p. 1
Electronic Transmission 1
The Electoral College Meets 2
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DoD Voting Inform ation Center 4
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Just as many recipients were 
about to declare Fax the biggest 
threat to sanity and human prog­
ress, what with unsolicited press 
releases and 27-page dissertations 
on Indonesian pottery overheating 
the machine, along comes someone 
with a socially redeeming value for 
the thing: "Vote by Fax."

The system, provided to the Pen­
tagon by Election Technology Co. 
of Raleigh. N.C.. will enable U.S. 
forces in Operation Desert Shield 
to vote in local, state and federal 
elections next month. Absentee bal­
lots. provided by the G I’s election 
board back home, will be faxed 
over to Saudi Arabia in a matter of 
minutes. The men and women fill 
out their ballots and either mail 
them back or, i f  they don’t mind ev­
eryone along the way looking, can 
fax them back to election officials.

Ed Weems Jr.. president of ETC. 
said 30 states and the Distnct have 
already made use of "Vote by Fax" 
to send ballots over to the desert, 
and he expects the system eventu­
ally w ill be used by about 5.000 of 
the 200.000 troops there.

 L i g h t e n  u p _____________
More than a dozen Republican 

members of the House crawled off 
to the Republican Cloak Room m 
try' to unfrazzle themselves after 
too long a dose of Democrats de­
bating the budget and taxes and 
how to spend more money. They 
have a television set with a VCR in 
there and amused themselves 
watching reruns of "12 O’clock 
High." That’s the senes that Rep. 
Bob Doman. back in his acting 
days, starred in as a co-pilot. In 
fact, as we hear it. Mr. Doman was 
present during the showing of the 
reruns and provided a running 
commentary, pointing out eccen­
tricities such as the scene in which 
a British Spitfire is shot down by 
American B-17s. Whoops.

L e n d  m e  a n  e a r
Tbd Thmcr gave a Brazilian re­

porter a hard time when asked 
about the political leanings of his 
Cable News Network. Mr. Thmer 
asked the reporter to repeat the 
question in "better”  English and 
claimed to be "hard of hearing."

I stand. Then a British reporter 
asked in perfect king’s English 
when Mr. TUmer planned to marry 
Jane Fonda. "Sorry, I don’t under­
stand that one either.” Mr. "Rimer 
said, according to a report in the 
New York Post.

Take care wnen tangling on tne 
Senaie lloor with Robert Byra.

L e v e l s  o f  t h e  g a m e
Sen. Robert Byrd. West Virginia 

Democrat, undoubtedly wearies of 
being described as gentlemanly, 
courtly, old-schooi and all the other 
compiimen's that make him sound 
as if he belongs in a display case. 
But you get the picture. He’s also a 
master of the game. Witness an ex­
change when ne asked for a little 
more time to continue his com­
ments on budget matters:

Mr. Byrd: "I ask unanimous con­
sent to proceed for such time as 1 
may need."

Presiding officer: "Is there ob­
jection?"

Sen, John Chafee: "Well. Mr. 
President."

Mr. Byrd: "Do not worry, this 
senator will end it."

Presiding officer: "Is there a r 
objection? Hearing none, it is sj or­
dered."

Mr. Byrd (to Mr, Chafee, who had 
reconsidered his objection 1: "I 
thank you for vour nice rant ■

with in the Interior appropriations 
bill." (This remark referring to 
some favor bestowed brought 
laughter from the assembled sen­
ators.)

Mr. Chafee: "I had that in mind 
as I rose to my feet. (More laugh­
ter.) The reason I rose was 1 
thought I wanted to assist you in 
any way I could in an extension of 
the time you wanted. (Further 
laughter.)

Mr. Byrd: "1 say to the senator, 
wait until next year and he will 
write me a bigger card. I thank the 
senator."

W a y  o f f  b a s e
The chap from the Pentagon who 

said he’d get back to us on the cost 
of the trip to South America for the 
Air Force's 65-piece Serenade in 
Blue brass band has done so. Our 
source estimated the cost of the ex­
pedition at S500.000. but the 
spokesman said that’s too high. It 
will cost S170.000 to feed and lodge 
the musical crew. The a ircraft in 
question would have to be flying 
anyway to log in the hours assigned 
to it. he said. But if  the flight were 
billed at an estimated cost of S2.650 
per hour, that cost would come to 
about 5118.000.

So it won't cost nearly as much 
as we predicted. Of course, that's 
what they said about the Hubble, 
and the S&L bailout, and . . .

I n s c r u t a b l e  B i l l
Rep. Bill Alexander. Arkansas 

Democrat, happens to agree with 
President Bush on most points re­
garding dialogue and commerce 
with China, and he has some ideas 
about the d ifficulty of understand­
ing that country. "One must visit 
China in order to fully understand 
the unportar.ee of this relation­
ship." Mr. Alexander said on the 
House floor the other day. "About 
10 years ago, I had the opportunity 
to 'ravel to the People's Republic of 
cnina on four separate occasions. 
Prior to my travel. I had little or no 
knowledge o f the Orient. When I 
arrived there. I found it such a con­
trast to the United States that I was 
reminded of the statement by Mark 
l\vain mat ‘East is East and West is 
West.’ "
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In N o v e m b e r  3 e lec tion
E l e c t r o n i c  

T r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  

V o t i n g  M a t e r i a l s

The electronic transmission service 
provided by the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program (FVAP) processed over 5,000 
applications, ballots and other documents 
ffom voters and election officials. This 
alternate process o f requesting registration 
and/or a ballot was first used during Oper­
ation Desert Shield in the Persian G ulf and 
has since been adopted by many States 
and localities around the nation.

While die method was available to all, 
it was invaluable for overseas citizens 
who would have otherwise been unable to

Last-minute vo te rs . .  .fo und  
this option to be the only 
alternative which a llowed  
them to vote.
register or vote due to lengthy mail transit 
times from their country o f residence. 
Also some last-minute voters who regis­
tered just a few days before the State 
deadline to request a ballot found this 
option to be the only alternative which 
allowed them to vote.

Voiers using this alternate methoo 
should always consult Chapter 3 o f the 
Guide as well as Appendix 1 to see i f  their 
State allows for the electronic transmis­
sion of materials and uisurc that the proper 
procedure is followed when fixing.

1 3 i i s l s s u eI s s u e• .....................

Close Elections in  *92 
Electronic Transmission 
The Electoral College Meets 
FVAP says, “ Thank yo u !"
Q &  A ( olumn
FVAP Ombudsman Service
DoD Voting In fo rm a tion  Center

p. 1

In c re a s e d  partic ipa tion  re f le c ts  nat'l trend
A b s e n t e e  V o t e r s  

M a k e  A  D i f f e r e n c e

Official results from the November 3 
general election w ill not be available until 
later but absentee votes played an important 
role in several contests around the nation.

While the deadline for receipt o f absen­
tee ballots usually coincides w ith the close 
of polls on election day, several States and 
jurisdictions count ballots after November 
3. In many instances, these absentee ballots 
can make a difference.

Take the case o f the race for the U.S. 
House of Representatives scat in the 43rd 
District in Riverside. California. Absentee 
votes are the pivotal factor in deciding the 
winner. Before Saturday. November 7.
1992, Democrat Mark Takano was main­
taining a 1,234 vote lead over Republican 
Kenneth Calvert. Following the count o f 
absentee votes on that date, however, Cal­
vert overtook Taksno by a 397 vote margin. 
A total of 22,842 absentee ballots were cast 
in Riverside County. Presently. Calvert has
87,869 votes (46.4%) to Takano‘s 87,472 
(46.4%). After official cerxuicaiion on 
November 25, 1992, candidates have five 
days to request a recount. The official result 
of this election w ill be declared after that 
date.

In Minnesota’s 2nd Congressional dis­
trict. less than 600 votes separated Republi­
can Cal Ludeman from Democrat David 
Mingc, out o f a total o f 263.000 votes cast. 
Ludeman conceded defeat on November 12.

In the eighth district race for State senate 
in Nevada, at last count, twenty-four votes 
separated Republican M ark James with
20.709 voles from Democrat Sandi Krcnzer 
who was trailing with 20,685 ballots cist in 
her favor. However, the State had not 
received all absentee ballots and was count­
ing on 122  absentee voting members o f the 
Armed Forces and overseas citizens to 
determine the outcome o f die race in this 
distnct which includes Las Vegas. A ll bal­
lots received on or before November 17 at 
5:00 pm w ill be countcc,

Even more interesting is that not only 
w ill these absentee voters determine the 
outcome o f the James-Krenzer race, they 
w ill also determine which party w ill have 
the majority in the Senate. Both Republi­
cans and Democrats currently have ten 
seats each in the rwenty-one member 
Nevada Senate, making participation by 
all 12 2  absentee voters even more critical. 

In another electoral cliff-hanger this year, 
the 18th district race between Lonny B. 
W inrick and Garc Carlson for the North 
Dakota State House o f Representatives 
may be decided by a coin toss. The dis­
tnct, which includes pan of Grand Forks 
A ir Force Base, received a large number of 
absentee ballots.

Both contenders received ail equal num­
ber o f votes, 1.895. A date for a mandatory 
recount has not been assigned. However, if 
after the recount the contest is still tied, a 
coin toss w ill determine the winner.

In the Codington distnct race f  r State 
senate in neighboring South Dakota, out of
92,095 ballots cast, 1,238 were cast by 
absentee voters. In this race, Democrat 
Dale Hewlett received 46,048 votes in his 
favor while his opponent. Republican Bcr- 
deiter Solum received 46,047, a difference 
of only one vote.

Official canvassing Uounting) for this 
race w ill be completed on November IS. 
At that time the losing candidate can 
accept the official results or choose to file 
a petition with ihe Stale. In the latter case, 
a presiding judge, a referee and two mem­
bers of the elections commission w ill con­
duct an official recount.

Absentee ballots accounted for 32% of 
the total 24,448 votes cast in the race for 
the 38lh State senate seat in Texas. Chal­
lenger Jim Solis, a Dcmocrai, edged out 
Republican incumbent Ken Slunet by 34 
votes. The 7,838 absentee ballots out o f a 
total 24,448 votes cast proved that absen­
tee voting again played a significant role.
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.Just as many recipients were 
about to declare Fax the biggest 
threat to sanity and human prog­
ress. what with unsolicited press 
releases and 27-page dissertations 
on Indonesian pottery overheating 
the machine, along comes someone 
with a socially redeeming value for 
the thing: “ Vote by Fax."

The system, provided to the Pen­
tagon by Election Technology Co. 
of Raleigh. N.C.. will enable U.S. 
forces in Operation Desert Shield 
to vote in local, state ana federal 
elections next month. Absentee bal­
lots. provided by the GI's election 
board back home, will be faxed 
over to Saudi Arabia in a matter of 
mmi'tes. The men and women fill 
out eir ballots and either mail 
then, jack or, i f  they don't mind ev­
eryone along the way looking, can 
fax them back to election officials.

Ed Weems Jr.. president of ETC. 
said 30 states and the D istnct have 
already made use of "Vote by Fax" 
to send ballots over to the desert, 
and he expects the system eventu­
ally will be used by about S.000 of 
the 200.000 troops there.

L i g h t e n  u p
More than a dozen Republican 

members of the House crawled off 
to the Republican Cloak Room »o 
try  to unfrazzle themselves after 
too long a dose of Democrats de­
bating the budget and taxes and 
how to spend more money. They 
have a television set with a VCR in 
there and amused themselves 
watching reruns of “ 12 O'clock 
High." That’s the senes that Rep. 
Bob Doman. back in his acting 
days, starred in as a co-pilot. In 
fact, as we hear it. Mr. Doman was 
present dunng the showing of the 
reruns and provided a running 
commentary, pointing out eccen­
tricities such as the scene in which 
a British Spitfire is shot down by 
American B-17s. Whoops.

L e n d  m e  a n  e a r
Ted Thmer gave a Brazilian re­

porter a hard time when asked 
about the political leanings of his 
Cable News Network. Mr. TUrner 
asked the reporter to repeat the 
question in "better" English and 
claimed to be “ hard of hearing."

I stand. Then a British reporter 
asked in perfect king's English 
when Mr. TUmer planned to marry 
Jane Fonda. "Sorry, I don't under­
stand that one either," Mr. TUmer 
said, according to a report in the 
New York Post.

Take care when tangling on tne 
Senate Moor with RoDert Byrd.

L e v e l s  o f  t h e  g a m e
Sen. Robert Byrd. West Virginia 

Democrat, undoubtedly wearies of 
being described as gentlemanly, 
courtly, old-school and all the other 
compliments that make him sound 
as if  he belongs in a display case.
But you get the picture. He's also a 
master of the game. Witness an ex­
change when he asked for a little 
more time to continue his com­
ments on budget matters:

Mr. Byrd: "I ask unanimous con­
sent to proceed for such time as I 
may need."

Presiding officer: "Is there ob­
jection?”

Sen. John Chafee: “ Well. Mr. 
President."

Mr. Bvrd: "Do not worry, this 
senator will end it."

Presiding officer: "Is there an 
objection? Hearing none, it is so or­
dered."

Mr. Byrd (to Mr. Chafee, who had 
reconsidered his objection): “ I 
thank vnu for vnur mce^-nrH ih a . i—

with in the Interior appropriations 
bill." [This remark referring to 
some favor bestowed brought 
laughter from the assembled sen­
ators.)

Mr. Chafee: "I ->ad that in mind 
as I rose to my feet. [More laugh­
ter.) The reason 1 rose was I 
thought I wanted to assist you in 
any way I could ir. an extension of 
the time you wanted. [Further 
laughter.)

Mr. Byrd: "I say to the senator, 
wait until next year and he will 
write me a bigger card. 1 thank the 
senator."

W a y  o f f  b a s e
The chap from the Pentagon who 

said he'd get back to us on the cost 
of the trip  to South America for the 
A ir Force's 65-picce Serenade in 
Blue brass band has done so. Our 
source estimated the cost of the ex­
pedition at 5500.001 but the 
spokesman said that's too high. It 
w ill cost 5170.000 to feed and lodge 
the musical crew. The aircraft in 
question would have to be flvmg 
anyway to log m the hours assigned 
to it. he said. But if the flight were 
biiled at an estimated cost of S2.650 
per hour, that cost would come to 
about SI 18.000.

So it won't cost nearly as much 
as we predicted. Of course, that's 
what they said about the Hubble, 
and the S&L bailout, and . . .

I n s c r u t a b l e  B i l l
Rep. Bill Alexander. Arkansas 

Democrat, happens to agree with 
President Bush on most points re­
garding dialogue and commerce 
with China, and he has some ideas 
about the difficulty of understand­
ing that country. “ One must visit 
China in order to fully understand 
the importance of this relation­
ship." Mr. Alexander said on the 
House floor the other day. “About 
10 years ago. 1 had the opportunity 
to travel to the People's Republic of 
China on four separate occasions. 
Prior to my travel. I had little  or no 
knowledge of the Orient. When I 
arrived there. I found it such a con­
trast to the United States that 1 was 
reminded of the statement by Mark 
T\vain that ‘East is East and West is 
West.' "
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