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FEM A E A R T H Q U A K E  H O USIN G AID 
F L O W IN G  T O  HARDEST H IT  AKEa S

PASADENA — The Federal Emergency M anagem ent Agency (FEM A) says a steady 
stream  of checks is headed to southern  California homeowners to rep a ir  the ir  
quake-dam aged homes or find alternate  housing.

FEMA says it is priorit iz ing deliver)' oi' checks to people who l ive in areas which 
experienced the greatest g round motion d u r in g  the N orthridge  quake , and  w hich  city 
housing inspections suggest contain high concentrations of heavily damaged structures.

As of W ednesday, (Feb. 2), over $76,8 million in tem porary  housing checks h a d  been 
distributed to over 25,000 families.

Federal C oordinating  Officer F ran k  Kishton, of FEM A, says some people receiving 
housing checks mistakenly believe that they are not el igible for housing assistance 
because thcv 'rc  still able to live in their  homes.

" In  m any cases the housing checks wliich applicants receive can  be used to r e p a i r  
quake dam age, including dam age to cliinuirys. windows, doors an d  wails, even though 
the applicants weren't forced to move out of the home.'1 Kishton said.

Kishton says some applicants are surprised that FEM A  has designed a telephone 
application process tliat is simple, non-bureaucratic , and  relatively q u ic k  A single 
phone application  covers a wide range of disaster  aid, inc luding  tem porary  housing, 
disaster loans, crisis counseling, and Individual and fami ly grants. So some people are 
unaw are th a t  telling FEM A the ir  house sustained damage t riggers a n  au tom atic  review 
of their el igibi l i ty for temporary housing assistance, inc luding home repairs.

I f  an app lican t ultimately qualifies for other FEM A assistance, but not temporary 
housing or home repairs, the amount of the housing check can be subtracted from other 
federal assistance for which the person qualifies.

—more—
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E A R T H Q U A K E  HOUSING AID 
Add O ne

With the need for housing assistance so great in some parts of the southland, FEU LA
has expedited check delivery to applicants  who pass the  initial review o f  eligibility. 
FE M A  inspectors will conduct follow-up examinations a t the residences of all applicants  
to verify s truc tu ra l  an d  personal property  damage.

FEM A  says its systematic distribution of temporary housing and home repair checks 
has gone only to disaster assistance applicants who iiave indicated th e ir  homes sustained 
e a r th q u ak e  damage.

Enclosed with each of these checks is a notice which states:

"Because your application indicates that your hom e was dam aged  o r  
destroyed hy the e a r thquake  you a rc  being prosided FEM A  assistance. By 
cashing the enclosed check you are confirming that the informat ion on
you r  application is t rue  and  correct and nre agreeing to use these funds 
only to meet your disaster-related emergency housing needs, rent for 
alternative housing, o r  repairs  to you r  home. You will soon receive a  
letter from  FEMA with m ore specific information concerning this 
assistance. I f  you have any questions, please call FEMA's Disaster 
Information Hotline a t 1-800-525-0321 or 1-800-660-800S TDD."

In addition, unde r  separate  cover a copy of the completed application is p rovided  to 
the family, along with a description of all FEM A and related disaster assistance which 
may be available The application is verified to certify the accuracy of the information 
contained in  the application.

Should disaster assistance applicants  wish to re tu rn  FEM A checks, they m ay do soby mailing the checks to:
FEM A
Disaster Temporary Housing Ptogjam 
P.O. Box 8020 
Redwood City CA 04063

I f  applicants  have questions about any aspect of the disaster assistance p rogram , 
inc luding  eligibility issues, they a re  u rged  to call the W aster In form ation  Helpline at
1-800-525-0321 o r  1-800-660-8005, the  TDD num ber  for the speech o r  hearing-im paired .
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Sponsor Statement 
HB 421

O V E R V I E W
T in s  le g i s la t io n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a 's  D iv is io n  

o f  E m e r g e n c y  S e rv ic e s .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  s t a t u te ,  p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  d i s p l a c e d  f ro m  

t h e i r  h o m e s  d u r i n g  a s t a t e  d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r  m u s t  h a v e  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  n e g o t i a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  b y  D M V A . T h is  c a n  b e  a l e n g th y ,  t e d i o u s  

p r o c e s s  t h a t  t a k e s  p r e c i o u s  r e s o u r c e s  a w a y  f r o m  o t h e r  d i s a s t e r  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  

F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y  (F E M A )  h a s  s t r e a m l i n e d  th i s  p r o c e s s  

d u r i n g  a f e d e r a l l y  d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r  b y  m a k i n g  g r a n t s  d i r e c t l y  to  d i s p l a c e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e n  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  h o u s i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  

r e d u c i n g  c o s ts  a n d  r e m o v i n g  p o s s ib le  l ia b i l i ty  f ro m  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a lesso r .

W H A T  H B  421 D O E S
H B  421 a d d s  l a n g u a g e  to  A S  2 6 .2 3 .1 0 0  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  th e  D iv i s io n  o f  

E m e r g e n c y  S e r v ic e s  th e  a b i l i ty  to  g r a n t  f u n d s  to  d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e  fo r  t e m p o r a r y  

h o u s i n g  d u r i n g  s t a t e  d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r s .  E l ig ib i l i ty  fo r  t h e s e  f u n d s  w o u l d  b e  

d e t e r m i n e d  by  th e  c r i t e r ia  s e t  o u t  b y  DES. T h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  m o r e  e f f ic ie n t  

r e s p o n s e  to  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  d u r i n g  a s ta t e  d e c l a r e d  d i s a s te r .
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DEPARTMENT OF M IL ITARY AND VETERANS AFFA IRS 
BR IEF ING  PAPER HB421

B a c k g r o u n d :

W h e n e v e r  p e o p l e  a r e  d i s p l a c e d  f r o m  t h e i r  homes b e c a u s e  o f  a  d i s a s t e r ,  
p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E m e r g e n c y  
S e r v i c e s  (DES) i s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g .  The a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
d o i n g  t h i s  i s  a d d r e s s e d  i n  A . S .  26.23.100. T h e  c u r r e n t  a u t h o r i t y  i s  
l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  m a k i n g  d i r e c t  p a y m e n t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t e m p o r a r y  
h o u s i n g .  T he  s t a t u t e s  a l s o  a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g .

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  d o  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  DMVA t o  make h o u s i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t s  
t o  p e r s o n s  d i s p l a c e d  f r o m  t h e i r  homes  d u r i n g  s t a t e - d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r s .  
W i t h o u t  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  DMVA m u s t  n e g o t i a t e  l e a s e / r e n t a l  t e r m s  f o r  e v e r y  
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  f a m i l y  r e q u i r i n g  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  d u r i n g  a d i s a s t e r .  T h i s  
t a s k  i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  b u r d e n s o m e  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o s t s  o f  a d i s a s t e r  b y  r e q u i r i n g  t i m e  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  m anage  t h e  l e a s e  
a g r e e m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  i n  a  
f e d e r a l l y - d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o re  e f f i c i e n t .

I n  a  f e d e r a l l y - d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r ,  F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  M an a g em en t  A g e n c y  
(FEMA) s t a f f  d i r e c t l y  a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  p r o g r a m ,  u s i n g  
100% f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  T he  f e d e r a l  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  p r o g r a m  m a k e s  g r a n t s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  t h em  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e i r  own t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g .  
G r a n t i n g  f u n d s  t o  r e c i p i e n t s  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e i r  own h o u s i n g  r e d u c e s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s ,  r e m o v e s  l i a b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a  l e s s o r ,  
a n d  r e d u c e s  g o v e r n m e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  p e r s o n a l  i s s u e s .

I m p a c t  o f  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n :

HB421 w i l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e r m i t  DMVA t o  g r a n t  f u n d s  t o  e l i g i b l e  d i s a s t e r  
v i c t i m s  who h a v e  l o c a t e d  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g .  The e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  d i s a s t e r  
v i c t i m s  w o u l d  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E m e r g e n c y  
S e r v i c e s  (DES) u s i n g  c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  T e m p o r a r y  H o u s i n g  
A s s i s t a n c e  P l a n  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  DES. T h i s  g r a n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  g r e a t l y  
e x p e d i t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  DMVA t o  r e s p o n d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  
h o u s i n g  d u r i n g  a d i s a s t e r ,  a n d  w o u l d  a l l o w  e a c h  f a m i l y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
a f f e c t e d  t o  s e c u r e  h o u s i n g  w h i c h  b e s t  f i t s  t h e i r  h o u s i n g  n e e d s .

T he  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r a n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  a d d  a n o t h e r  t o o l  i n  t h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  DES t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  n e e d s .  I t  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  
o n l y  w a y  t h e s e  n e e d s  a r e  m e t ,  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  
w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g .
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Titlo:

STATE OF ALASKA
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

IIIL L  NO. HB 421

Authorizing grants for temporary housing assistance

Sponsor:
Requestor:

during emergencies ond disnstcia

Dept. Affected: Military and Veterans Affairs
’BRU: _na______________
C o m p o n e n t:_____________________

House MV/A
Houso MVA

E x p o n d itu ro s/ R o v o n u o s

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands o( Dollars!
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollarsl
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1000 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year IFY94) cost: $ (not applicable) 

POSITIONS

Prepared by: JeH Morrison. Director____________________________ Phone: 465-4730
Division: Administrative Support Services Division__________________________________ Date: February 7. 1994

Approved by Commissioner: Hugh L- Cox_III_______________ Date: February 7. 1994
Agency: Military ary^Veterans Alfalrs
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