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A5D MEMORANDUM *439 (92-93) June 23, 1993

F R O M :

S C H O O L  B O A R D

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T

s> A  /

S U 3 I E C T :  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  S U S P E N S I O N  R E P O R T  F O R  H i t  1992-

<33 A R, sj Sr< V—  •T O O L  Y E A R

P E R T IN E N T  F A C T S :

A  s u m m a r y  of the suspension rates for the 1992-93 school year is attached as 

A t t a c h m e n t  A. This d o c u m e n t  s h o w s  c u m u l a d v e  suspensions b y  category in 

the char: at the top of the cage. Suspensions by school are s h o w n  o n  the cnart 

o n  the b o t t o m  half of the page.

T h e  overall suspension race for this year c o m p a r e d  to last year is essentially* y • * '
unchan g e d .  Secondary student peculation increased b y  approximately 3.6 

percent a n d  the total n u m b e r  of suspensions is u p  b v  3.3 percent. There is• * • • 4
s o m e  variation in rates b y  category, however, m o s t  changes fail within the 

n o r m a l  variations b e t w e e n  years. D r u g  a n d  alcohci suspensions r e m a i n  

constant at 25 percent of their peak in the m i d  1580's. Fighting a n d  w e a p o n  

reiated suspensions are u p  1,060 to 1,171 a n d  96 to 106 respectively. 

V a n d a l i s m  a n d  raise fire alarms are d o w n  66 to 31 a n d  11 to 3 respectively. AtA *
the s a m e  time, suspensions caused bv refusal to cooperate with alternatives to» 4 *
suspension d r o p p e d  fr o m  650 to 413. Willful disobedience increased f r o m  232 

to 304 suspensions for the year.

r
Suspensions related to w e a p o n s  have continued to increase ev e n  t h o u g h  they 

remain a small percentage of the total n u m b e r  of suspensions. A  total of 106 

suspensions for all types of w e a p o n s  w e r e  reported for the year c c m p a r a d ' t o  

96 in 1991-92 a n d  69 in 1990-91. This is due, in part, to increased attention 

paid to the problem. Suspensions related specifically to g u n s  reached a total 

of 26 this year for various degrees of involvement in these incidents. A  total 

of thirteen students w e r e  expelled for c u n  related incidents A n  . j j x  j 

Sight students attended the Conflict Resolution oilot a t w i m i  ^

k  t a c i d e m s - T h e
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A S D  S U S P E N S I O N S /  W E A P O N S  IN C ID E N T S :  1993

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION REQUEST JANUARY 25,1994

P e r  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to  w e a p o n  i n c i d e n t s  in  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  
D is tr ic t ,  I a m  a t t a c h in g  th e  f o l lo w in g  d o c u m e n t s :

A S D  M e m o r a n d u m  #486 (92-93): S u s p e n s io n  R e p o r t  - E l e m e n ta r y  
ASD  M e m o r a n d u m  #489(92-93): S e c o n d a r y  S choo l  S u s p e n s i o n  R e p o r t

to r  th e  1990-93 S c h o o l  Year.

E le m e n ta r y

E le m e n ta r y  s tu d e n t s  s u s p e n d e d  d u r i n g  1992-93 for w e a p o n s  v io la t io n s  w a s  one . 
In  the  " o th e r "  c a te g o ry ,  w h i c h  in c lu d e s  s u c h  th in g s  as  b r i n g i n g  k n iv e s  to  s c h o o l ,  
s e t t i n g  o f f  t i r e  a la r m s ,  r a c i a l  s lu r s ,  r u d e  g e s t u r e s ,  p u s h i n g  a n d  h i t t i n g  s ta f f  
m e m b e r s ,  s t e a l i n g ,  a n d  m a k i n g  t h r e a t e n i n g  r e m a r k s ,  36  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
s u s p e n d e d .4

t h e  s ta t is t ic s  fo r  the  93-94 s c h o o l  y e a r  a re  c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  c o m p i l e d  a n d  w i l l  be  
f o r w a r d e d  to y o u  w h e n  a v a i la b le .

S e c o n d a ry   —

A  to ta l  of 106 s u s p e n s i o n s  ro r  a ll  ty p e s  o f  w e a p o n s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  th e  y e a r  
c o m p a r e d  to  96 i n  1991-92 a n d  69 in  1990-91. S u s p e n s io n s  r e l a t e d  s p e c : r e a l l y  to  
g u n s  r e a c h e d  a to ta l  o f  26 th is  y e a r  for v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  in  th e s e  
in c id e n ts .  A  to ta l  o f  t h i r t e e n  s tu d e n t s  w e r e  e x c e l l e d  fo r  g u n  r e l a t e d  in c id e n ts .

T n e re  w e r e  10 f i r e a r m  in c id e n ts ,  a n d  32 w e a p o n s  in c id e n ts  fo r  t h e  f irs t  q u a r t e r  o f  
the  1993-94 sc h o o l  v ea r .

Enclosures
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ANCHORAGE SCHCCL DiSTRiCT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

MEMORANDUM December 1, 199H

FRC'M:

80S CHRISTAL 
ACTING SUPERINTENDENT

BILL MELL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SECONDARY EDUCATION

SUBJECT: WEAPONS INCIDENTS - FIRST QUARTER, 1992

The rale of incidents is up over the past two school years. Una level of ccncc-rn at schools 
has net returned to the early level exhibited in 1990. That is attributed to '.he schools 
acting cuicWy on information received. There have been no gang related incidents except 
lor the neo naal confrontation at Service. The outcomes for the students in that incident 
is attached as a separate memo.

Given the growth in violence related incidents and the sharp drop in drug and alcchct 
suspension, the Secondary Division is preparing a proposai for providing alternatives to 
suspension and expulsion for students involved with weapons or gangs using existing 
program staff. The proposal will be ready for review by December 13. 1992.

A Dislrict-wid9 review of weapons, firearms and gang related incidents is summarized 
in the chart below.

Firs! Quarter Incident Frequency Chart 
December 1, 1992

Yeftr
Weapons Other 
than Firearms Firearms

Gang Related 
. . Incidents . _____

1390-91 5 0 0

1991-92 1 1 5 0

1992-93 1 5 3 1 *

‘Service neo nazi incident 

Attachment, Service memo

7671
L 1 (\ A'/y C "]Tmim~ - -----

 J A g * ,

2 / 0 7



W E A P O N S  AMD V IO L E N C E  R E L A T E D  S U S P E N S IO N S  
I n c i d e n t  R e p o r t  2 n d  Q u a r t e r  1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 4

C n tc e o r v 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 19 9 2 - 9  3 19 9 w o i

F i r e a r m s 0 0 >- |
W e a p o n s 20 3 9 3 6

G a n e  R e la te d 0 0 1 6

F ig h t in g 2 3  8 2 6  6 2 o

I N C J D E N T  R E P O R T  1 9 9 3 -9 4  
Q U A R T E R  1 Sc 2

C n r c s o r v O u n r tc r  1 O u a r r c r  2

F i r e a r m s 1 0
•*>\

W e a p o n s 3 2 3 6
G a n g  R e la te d 1 6
F ig h t in g 3 6 4 2 6 7
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F r o m  f is t f ig h t s  t o  g u n f ig h t s

For educational excellence to be 
achieved, schools must be safe and hospi­
table places for teachers and students. 
Yet, in an ever-increasing number of our 
schools, students and teachers are ex­
pected to endure violence, fear and in­
timidation on a daily basis.

Violence within the schools of 
America has increased dramatically over 
the past decade and-continues to escalate 
at ah"alarming rate. Gang encroachment, 
drug and alcohol abuse, poverty, child 
abuse and neglect, overcrowded class­
rooms and lack of parental supervision 
and discipline have rendered the once 
“safe harbor” of the classroom a micro­
cosm of today's social ills.

In a case heard by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, New Jersey v. ILL<3.. Justice 
Powell commented on the growing prob­
lem of violence in schools. He wrote: 

Without first establishing discipline 
and maintaining order, teachers cannot 
begin to educate their students. And 
apart from education, die school has 

~ the obligation to protect pupils from 
mistreatment by odier children, and 
also to protea teachers themselves 
from violence by the few smdents 
whose conduct in recent years has 

J promoted national concern.

u

ii

'

Most people equate school violence 
with large urban areas such as New 
York, Chicago or Los Angeles. While 
there has been ample reporting of the 
violence plaguing big-city schools, vio­
lence has invaded suburban and rural 
schools with little notice by the national 
media.

A bill introduced into the House of 
Representatives of the U.S. Congress 
(H.R. 4538, “Classroom Safety Act of 
1992”) summarized the rising tide of vio­
lence in America's schools thusly:

Nearly 3,000.000 crimes occur on or J

near school campuses every year.
One fourth of the major school districts 
now use metal detectors in an attempt to 
reduce the number of weapons intro­
duced into the schools by students: 
Twenty percent of teachers in schools 
have reported being threatened with vio­
lence by a student:
The despair brought on by poverty and 
disenfranchisement that affects millions 
of our youth is rapidly entering the 
schools; '—i
Schools are being asked to take on re­
sponsibilities that society as a whole has 
neglected, forcing teachers to referee 
fights rather than teach;
Teachers are staging walk-ouls to pro­
test the violence which denies interested 
students the opportunity to lcam.

Teachers and administrators require 
special skills to cope with potentially ex­
plosive situations and violent students.
Yet, they arc not receiving those skills in 
their university preparation programs. The 
California Legislature, believing that “cer­
tificated school personnel often are not 
prepared effectively in their professional 
programs to cope with potentially violent 
situations or with violent youth,” amended 
the California Education Code (California 
Senate Bill 2460, Green, 1990). The re­
vised code will require the California 
Commission on Teacher Crcdentialing 
(CTC), the state agency that regulates 
teacher preparation and lir'ensing, to un­
dertake leadership activities directed to­
ward establishing appropriate standards of 
preparation for teachers and other certifi­
cated personnel concerning violent behav­
ior by students.

Anticipating that a requirement for 
train’ng teachers and principals in 
handling violence in schools would be 
forthcoming from the CTC. Pcppcrdinc 
University began developing a violence

prevention curriculum to be included 
in the training of future teachers and 
administrators.

In June of 1992, a grant from the Pa­
cific Telesis Foundation enabled the 
teacher preparation program to begin de­
veloping and field testing a model cur­
riculum for creating a safe school envi­
ronment The model curriculum will be 
designed to be presented in an applied, 
hands-on. interactive mode. The training 
will focus on skills that teachers need to 
maintain a safe, secure a^d welcoming 
school climate. The curriculum will also 
address skills teachers need to help build 
confidence, self-esteem and pride in their 
students — attitudes crucial to creating 
and maintaining a positive and cohesive 
campus climate.

In addition to the faculty of Pcppcr- 
dine’s Graduate School of Education and 
Psychology, curriculum developers will 
draw upon the resources of the Pcpper- 
dine School of Law and the National 
School Safety Center, a resource center 
administered by Pepperxline University 
and funded by the U.S. Departments of 
Education and Justice.

The model curriculum will be field 
tested with the teachers at Broadway El­
ementary School in the Los Angeles Uni­
fied School District, a partnership school 
with Pepperdinc University. Broadway 
School serves a diverse student popula­
tion in an area plagued with social prob­
lems. Poverty, crime and racial tension 
severely inhibit the instructional process. 
In the past year, two parents of Broadway 
students have been killed in gang-related 
incidents.

After further development and field 
testing, the model curriculum will be 
made available to other universities for 
use in teacher and administrator prepara­
tion programs. The target aate for 
completion of the model curriculum is 
January 1,1993.

H. Woodrow Hughes, Ph.D„ is the Asso­
ciate Dean for Education in the Gradu­
ate School o f Education and Psychology, 
Pepperdine University.

S c h o o l S a le ty  2 3  F a l l  1 9 9 2



f J i  T h r  f l i g h t s  o f  S l t i t l a n ls

S t a le c o t r l s ,  s ta tu te s , a n d  lo c a l p ra c t ic e s  v a ry  w id e ly  on  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  .v 'tcn  s tu d e n t s ’ lo c k e r s  a n i l d e sk s can l i e  sea rch ed . 
R u l o n e  th in g  is c e r ta in :  S choo l o f l ie ia ls  l ia v c  few e r re s tr ic t io n s  
on  se a rch in g  lo c k e rs  a n d  d e sk s  lim it  t in  s e a rc h in g  p e rso n s , and 
in  m an y  p la ce s th e y  a r e  n iu ch  f re e r .

In  o n e  N ew  Y ork ca se  a  v ic e- p r in c ip a l c o n d u c te d  a search 
a t t l ie  d ire c t io n  o f  a  p o lic e  oflicei* w l io  su sp e c te d  th e  s tu d e n t 
p o sse s se d  d ru g s ; th e  c n u r t  u p lie k l th e  sea rch  on th e  g ro un d  
th a t th e  s tu d e n t  had  n o  re a so n a b le  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  p r iv a c y  s in ce  
h e  k n ew  th e  p r in c ip a l h a d  a m a s te r k e y  to  a l l th e  lo c k s .*0 O th e r 
com  Is  Ixavc * ..id s ch o o ls  can  c o n d u c t lo c k e r  se a rch e s  tr ig g e re d  
hy  d ru g- d e te c t in g  d o g s , b e c a u se  th e  sch o o l e x e rc is e s  con tro l 
n v e r  th e  lockers.* '

In  co n tra s t , th e  C a lifo rn ia  S u p rem e  C o u rt m ak e s  n o  dis- 
t v .c t iw . b e tw e en  p e rso n a l se a rch e s  a n d  sea rch e s c f  lo ck e rs ; in 
’m i l l  s itu a t io n s  i t  r e q u ir e s  re a so n a b le  an d  in d iv id u a l iz e d  su s ­
p ic io n .*3 L ik e  C a lifo rn ia , N ew  J e rs e y  in s is ts  th e re  h e  d e f in ite  m  
g ro u n d s  fo r s u sp ic io n  in  o rd e r  to  se a rch  a  lo c k e r . T h o  N ew  
J e rse y  S u p rem e  C o u r t r u le d  th a t i t  w a s  u n law fu l to  sea rch  a 
lo c k e r  in  a case w h e re  a p o lic e  o ff ic e r b a d  re c e iv e d  i n  anon­
ym o u s  c a ll from  som eo n e  c la im in g  to  h e  th e  p a re n t o f  ano ther 
s tu d e n t nod n am in g  a c e r ta in  s tu d e n t  as a d ru g  d e a le r . T he 
o ff ice r p a ssed  th is  in fo rm a tio n  o n  to  th e  schoo l an d  a n  a ss is tan t 
p r in c ip a l se a rch e d  t in : s tu d e n t 's  lo c k e r . T h e  c o u r t  fo un d  th e  
in fo rm a tio n  d id  n o t am o un t to re a so n a b le  su sp ic io n  a n d  ru le d  

I  th a t re a so n ab le  su sp ic io n  w a s  r e q u ir e d  fo r a lo o k e r sea rch  if,
a s in  th is  ease , th e  s tu d e n t  w as ju s t i f ie d  in  b e lie v in g  th a t th e  
m a s te r k e y  to  th e  lo c k e r  W ou ld  b e  e m p lo y e d  n n ly  a t  h is  re q u e s t 

1 o r c o n ve n ie n c e .“  IF th o  sc lio o l h a i l a  p u b lic iz e d  p o lic y  o f  reg-
1 u la r ly  in sp e c t in g  s tu d e n t  lo ck e rs , th e  s u sp e c te d  s tu d e n t  m igh t

n o t h a ve  h ad  th e  sam e  exp ec ta tio n  o f  p r iv a c y . ^
A n u m b e r  o f s ta le s  h a ve  s ta tu te s  in s is t in g  up on  re a sonab le  

su sp ic io n  b e fo re  lo c k e r s  can l ie  se a rc h e d  h u t d o  no t re q u ir e  
sea rch  w a rran ts . L o u is ia n a  la w , fo r in s ta n ce , s ta te s  th a t any 
te a c h e r , p r in c ip a l, o r  a d m in is t ra to r  c a n  se a rch  a n y  " b u i ld in g , 
d e sk , lo ck e r , a rea  o r g ro u n d s"  fo r co n tra b an d  "w h en  h e  has 
a r t ic u la b le  facts w h ic h  le a d  h im  to  a re a so n a b le  b e l i e f  th a t th e 
item s  so u g lit w i l l  h e  f o u n d " ”

S im ila r ly , bo th  F lo r id a  an d  M a ry la n d  p e rm it  se a rch e s  o f 
s tu d e n t krekers i f  th e re  is  re a so n a b le  su sp ic io n  tha t a p ro h ib ite d  
o b je c t  is  co n ta in ed  in  th e  a rea  to  l ie  se a rch e d . R o th  s ta le s

/ /ut) F.nforcnnettt anti Searches 8 7

re q u ir e  s d to n ls  to  n o tify  s tu d e n t s  th a t th e s e  p raees a re  s u b je c t  
to se a rch . M a ry la n d  lim it s  s u c h  se a rch e s  to  i te m s  i l le g a l u n d e r  
s ta te  law  a n d  in q u ir e s  th a t a  th ird  p a t ly  l i e  p re se n t w h e n  alocker is searched.*5

M an y  lo c a l sch oo l d is t r ic t s  h a ve  w r it te n  p o lic ie s  on  lo c k e r 
sea rch e s w h ic h  m ay  o r  m ay  no t p ro te c t y o u r  p r iv a c y . T h e  
D e tro it  J lo a rd  o f  E d u ca tio n  P o lic y  on D is c ip l in e  and  S tu d e n t  
R igh ts  p e rm it s  lo c k e r  se a rch e s  b u t  s ta te s  " th e re  m u s t b e  re a son  
to  b e lie v e  l l i a l  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  u s in g  h is/her lo c k e r , d c s k o r o t l i c r  
p ro p e r ly  in  s u c h  a w a y  as to  e n d a n g e r h is/he r ow n  h e a lth  o r 
sa fe ty  o r  th e  h e a lth , s a fe ty  a n d  r ig h ts  o f  o th e r  p e rso n s ."  rn 
co n tra s t, th e  Jack son , M is s is s ip p i, p o lic y  s ta te s  th a t " d e sk s  an d  
lo ck e rs  a r e  p u b l ic  p ro p e r ty  a n d  schoo l a u th o r it ie s  m ay  c o n d u c t 
an in sp e c t io n  fo r an y  re a son  re la te d  to  sch oo l a dm in is tra t io n ."  
W h e th e r  o r  no t you h a ve  a  re a so n ab le  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  p r iv a c y  
in y o u r  lo c k e r  o r d e sk  in a y  d e p e n d  on th e  s ta te d  p o lic y  o f  y o u r  
p a r t ic u la r  sch oo l.

C an  s c h o o ls  r e q u ir e  s tu d e n ts  to  s u b m it  to  b lo o d  an d  u r in etests for drugs?
N o . A s  m o re  schoo l d is t r ic t s  Im po se  su ch  te s ts  in  an a ttem p t 

to com ba t d r u g  and a lco h o l u s e , th e re  Is  l io m id  to  h e  lit ig a t io n  
ch a lle n g in g  th e ir  le g a li ty . A lre a d y , a  fe d e ra l d is tr ic t  c n u r t  has 
o rd e re d  th e  A rkad e tp h ia , A rkan sa s, sc lio o l b o a rd  to  s to p  i t s  u se  
o f u r in a ly s is  te s t in g  o f  s tu d e n ts  an d  p r o h ib ite d  th e  b o a rd  from  
u s in g  te s t r e s u lt s  to  d is c ip l in e  s tu d e n t s .”  T h e  A rk a d c lp h ia  p o l­
ic y  h a d  a u th o r iz e d  s ch o o ls  to  te s t  a n y  s tu d e n t  th e y  su sp e c te d  
o f d r u g  o r  a lc o h o l u s e . w h a te v e r  th e  re a so n  lo r  th a t su sp ic io n , 
an d  to  e x p e l a n y  s tu d e n t fo u n d  to  l ia v e  e v e n  a  tra ce  o f  d r u g s , 
a lco h o l, p a in t o r  g lu e  in  h is  o r  h e r s y s te m . A fte r a ch a lle n g e  
h y  th e  N e w  J e rse y  C iv i l L ib e r t ie s  U n io n , a  N ew  J e rse y  schoo l 
d is t r ic t  d ro p p e d  a  p la n  to  g iv e  a l l  s tu d e n t s  u r in e  te s ts  fo r d ru g s  
w ith o u t a n y  p re te n se  o f  in d iv id u a l iz e d  su sp ic io n  as p a r t  o f  an 
an n ua l p h y s ic a l. T h e  ju d g e  r u le d  th a n  e v e n  i f  th e  p u rp o se  w a s  
so le ly  m e d ic a l th e  te s t  w o u ld  v io la te  th e  re a so n ab le  p r iv a c y  
e x p e c ta t io n so fc h ild re n .* *  A  fe d e ra l c o u r t  in  W a sh in g to n . D .C . ,  
has r u le d  th a t  a schoo l b u s  a t te n d a n t h 3s a re a so n a b le  e xp e c ­
ta tio n  o f  p r iv a c y  from  se a rch  h y  m an d a to ry  u r in e  te s t in g  for 
d ru g s  i f  s u c h  ta s t in g  is  c o n d u c te d  w ith o u t  p ro b a b le  c a u s e  or 
in d iv id u a l iz e d  su sp ic io n . T h e  c o u r t  s ta te d  th a t th is  p r iv a c y  
e xp e c ta tio n  o u tw e ig h e d  p u b l ic  sa fe ty  c o n s id e ra t io n s .* 5
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M E M O R A N D U M M arch  S, 1994

S U B JE C T : S ec tiona l S um m ary  o f  C S H B  4 1 7 (H E S )  
(W o rk  O r d e r  No. 8-LS1589\R )

TO : R e p re se n ta t iv e  C on  B u n d e  
Attn : Patty

F R O M : Jerry  L u c k h a u p i ^ ^  
Legislative C ounse l

Y o u  have a sk e d  for a  sectional su m m a ry  o f  the  ab o v e -d e sc r ib ed  bill. P lease be 
adv ised  th a t  a sec t iona l  su m m ary  is no t a n  a u th o r i ta t iv e  s ta te m e n t  o f  the co n te n ts  o f  
a bill - the  bill itself is the bes t  s ta te m e n t  o f  its con ten ts .

Sec tion  1 o f  the  bill a m e n d s  AS 11.61.210(a) by prov id ing  tha t  a pe rso n  com m its  the  
c r im e  of m isconduc t  involving w e a p o n s  in the  fou rth  d e g re e  if a p e rso n  possesses  a 
dea d ly  w e a p o n -  o r  a defens ive  w e a p o n ,-  on  school g ro u n d s  or the  pa rk in g  lot o f  
a  p reschoo l ,  e le m e n ta ry ,  ju n io r  high, o r  s e co n d a ry  school, in ce r ta in  s itua tions  o r  
while  pa r t ic ip a t in g  in a school sp o n so re d  even t.  V io la tion  o f  this sec tion  is a  class A  
m is d e m e a n o r .^  AS 11.61.220(g). T h e  possess ion  o f  f irearm s an d  defensive  
w e a p o n s  is cu rre n t ly  p ro h ib i te d  a t schools  a n d  the ir  g ro u n d s  u n d e r  AS 11.61.220- 
( a ) (4 )  w hich is be ing  r e p e a le d  in sec. 3 o f  this bill.

Sec tion  2 o f  the  bill p rov ides  tha t  a p e a c e  officer m ay possess a dead ly  w e a p o n  on 
schoo l g ro u n d s .

- "D ead ly  w e ap o n "  is d e fin ed  a t A S  11.81.900(bt(13) as:

firea rm , o r  a n y th in g  d esigned  fo r a n d  c ap ab le  o f  c au s in g  d e a th  o r  
s e r io u s  physical injury, in c lu d in g  a kn ife, an  axe. a club, m e ta l 
knuck les, o r  an  exp lo sive . . ..

"D e fen s iv e  w e ap o n "  is d e fin ed  a t  AS ll.Sl.90U(b)(16).

A  class A  m isd em e an o r is p u n ish a b le  as p ro v id ed  in AS 12.55.135 ( im p risonm en t)  a n d  12.55.035 
(fine).

S E C T IO N A L  SUMMARY



Representative Con Bunde
March S. 1994
Page 2

Section 3 o f  the  bill a m e n d s  A S 11.61.220(a) to c o r re s p o n d  with the c h a n g e  m a d e  in 
sec. 1 of th e  hill.

Section  4 o f  the  bill a m e n d s  A S 14.03 by add ing  a new  section  tha t  p rov ides  for the  
s e a rc h  a n d  e x a m in a t io n  o f  school lockers by school officials. Subsec tion  (c)  o f  th a t  
section, p rov ides  th a t  this g r a n t  of au th o r i ty  does  not d im inish  any s e p a r a te  au th o r i ty  
to sea rch  th a t  m ight exist.

Section 5 o f  the  bill a m e n d s  AS 14.45 by add ing  a  new section  th a t  p e rm its  p r iva te  
schools  to s e a rc h  schoo l lockers  as p rov ided  in AS 14.03.105 ( a d d e d  by sec. 4 o f  the  
bill).

G P L :lm b
94-077.1mb



ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA SCHOOL BOARDS
316 W. 11th St. • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1510 
(907)586-1083 • Fax (907) 586-2995

POSrTION PAPER 
Weapons Bill -  HB 417

The Association of Alaska School Boards does not condone weapons on 
school property under any conditions, regardless of age. Many local 
school boards have created a variety of policies reflecting this attitude, 
consistent with the beliefs of the communities they represent.

Passage of HB 417 could negate many of those school district policies 
currently in place banning weapons (concealed or not) on school 
property or at school sponsored events.

Schools are charged with providing a safe environment for children. 
This bill would make it difficult, if not impossible, for schools to insure 
that students would not be exposed to danger, whether accidental or 
intended, by adults carrying weapons on school property.



CO CH A IR  HEALTH, EDUCATION STATE C A P ITO L
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REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE H l a S b a  # > t a t c  l e g i s l a t u r e  DURING SESSION:

' ! ^ r  O F F IC E  (00T) 465-18J3
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 417(JUD) am

“An Ac t  re la t ing  to the possess ion of  dead ly  weapons w i th in  the g ro und s  o f  o r  on 
the pa r k in g  lot o f  preschools , e lementa ry ,  j u n i o r  high and  se conda ry  schoo ls ;  and 
re la t ing  to schoo l lockers  and o ther  conta iners  prov ided in a pub l i c  o r  p r i v a te  
school  by  the school o r the school  d i s t r i c i . ”

Our responsibility as lawmakers is to establish public policy. W e need to anticipate problem s and 
offer solutions to those problems before they become overwhelming burdens. O ur h ighest 
priority should be safe schools that allow students the opportunity to learn and provide teachers an 
environm ent in which to teach.

School districts throughout the state currently search lockers for a variety o f  prohibited items. 
However, these searches are not backed up by the force of law. The intent o f  HB 417 is to 
enhance the ability o f  school districts throughout the state to avoid potentially fatal occurrences 
with deadly weapons. Tnis bill will give school districts needed statutory authority to search 
lockers and other containers on school grounds for firearms, defensive weapons and deadly 
w eapons.

Educational institutions already possess some right to conduct searches but the boundaries o f  that 
right are unclear, variable, and subject to constant constitutional challenges based on the argument 
that students have a “ legitimate expectation o f  privacy” in their lockers. A school might believe that 
it needed a separate legal clearance for every locker search. Section 4 of HB 417 clarifies the 
conditions of locker searches.

Section 4  would announce that educational institutions could generally conduct or authorize the 
searches so long as students are warned ahead of tim e not to expect their lockers are private. 
Subsection (b) clarifies that advance warning must consist o f  the posting o f  notices throughout the 
school before the searches occur. Schools wishing to conduct a policy o f  continual searches could 
keep notices perm anently  posted.

The am ount o f  violence in schools throughout our state is escalating. If we do not take strong 
m easures to curb  the trend our students will pay the price. Schools will become places o f  fear 
instead o f  learning. Our standard of education will drop as teachers are forced to dedicate m ore  of 
their scarce time to protecting students and themselves. This bill will provide the necessary back­
up for a  tool that is already in use by our schools and it will send a strong m essage to our  students.
I urge your support for HB 417.

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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No. :
Bill Version: CSHB a :~ f.Jm-0
(H) Publish 0ate : 2 '2^/9  ̂ _

Revision Date: ________________________________  Dept. Affected: Public Safer-/________________________
Title: Possa.g.sinn of Firearms ;n Schools____________ BRU: Alaska Stare ~ nonprs__________________
______________________________________________ Component: Detachments_________________________
Sponsor: _ftea. 3ur.fle__________________________  _____________________________________
Requestor: H. HES _______  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 799_____________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 93 FY 99 FY 00

PERSONAL SERVICES r
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND h  STRUCTURES •

GRANTS. CLAIMS 1
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- I -0- -0- -0- -0-
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO
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FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

'.002 Federal Receiots 1

1003 GF Match 1 1

'OCA GF 1 1 1

'CC5 GF-Prooram Receiots 1 1

'CC6 GF/MHTIA 1
! Other I

total -0- -0- -0- 1 -0- -0- -0-

Estimate of current year (FY 9A) impact: $ 
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 r\V 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS; (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

No fiscal impact is anticipated to the Department of Public Safety.
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________________________________  Phone: 4E E -A 372
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STATE OF ALASKA
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE No. I
Bill Version: CSK3 AirUUd1)
(H) Publish Cate: 2 / 2 4 / 9 4

TRAVEL

Revision Date: February 9. 19 9 4 _______________  Department Affected: Department of Law
Title: "... possession of deadly weapons., .relating______ BRU: Prosecution  ________________
to school lockers..."  Component: All
Sponsor: Representative Bunde_____________________ ____________________
Requestor: Representative 3unde________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0085 through 0090

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

I CAPITAL

REVENUE

Estimate of current year (FY94) impact: -0-

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pace if necessary.) 
Please

r~ \ \ ? D Pi

Yecared by: Richard I. Peoues. Director/''I___________________  Phone: 465-3672
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 41’
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION:

First, this bill amends AS 11.61.220(a) to prohibit possession of a deadly weapon within the grounds of or on 
a parking lot immediately adjacent to a public or private preschool, elementary, junior high, or secondary school, 
within the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the third degree. The existing statute prohibits possessing a 
firearm under these circumstances. The bill also expands the existing prohibition to include postsecondary educational 
institutions.

Second, the bill amends AS 14.03 to permit school officials in private and public schools and in private and 
public postsecondary institutions, to search and examine the contents of student lockers and other containers to 
determine compliance with school regulations and local, state, and federal laws. Schools would be required to post 
notices in prominent locations throughout a school two weeks before a search is conducted stating the right and the 
intention of a school to conduct a search or examination. The bill also provides that this requirement is satisfied if the 
notices are posted continuously.

These changes should not have a fiscal impact for the Department of Law. It is possible that schools could be 
liable for damages if they do not protect the privacy of students, by revealing the contents of Icckers that are not the 
purpose of a search authorized by this bill.

P a g e 2 o f
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S E N A T E  CS F O R  C S F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 417(STA )

IN TH E LEG ISLA TU RE O F  T H E  STA TE O F A LA SK A  

EIGH TEEN TH LEG ISLA TU RE - SECON D SESSIO N 

BY THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES BUNDE, Finkelstein

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act r e la t in g  P ' the  possession of w e a p o n s  w ith in  the g ro u n d s  o f  o r  on  the 

p a rk in g  lot o f  preschools, e le m en ta ry ,  j u n io r  h igh , an d  se c o n d a ry  schools  o r  while 

p a r t ic ip a t in g  in a schoo l-sponsored  event;  a n d  re la t in g  to school lockers  a n d  o th e r  

co n ta in e rs  p ro v id e d  in a pub lic  o r  p r iv a te  school by the  school o r  the  school 

d is tr ic t ."

BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T I IE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 11.61.210(a) is am ended to read:

(a) A person com m its  the crime o f  m isconduct involving weapons in the fourth 

degree if  die person

(1) possesses on the person, or in the interior o f  a  vehicle in which the 

person is present, a firearm w hen the p e rso n ’s physical o r  mental condition is impaired 

as a result o f  the introduction o f  an intoxicating liquor or a  controlled substance  into 

the pe rson ’s body in circum stances o ther than described in AS 11.61.200(a)(7);

-1- SCS CSHB 4I7(STA)
Now 'Voxr. l ln r t n r ! J n o d (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(2) d ischarges a firearm from, on, or across a highway;

(3) d ischarges a firearm with reckless disregard for a risk o f  damage 

to property or a risk o f  physical injury to a person;

(4) manufactures, possesses, transports, sells, or  transfers metal

knuckles;

(5) m anufactures, sells, o r  transfers a switchblade or a gravity knife;

[OR]

(6) knowingly  sells a firearm or a defensive w eapon to a person under 

18 years o f  age; o r

(7) know ing ly  possesses a dead ly  w eanon  o r  a defensive  w eap o n ,  

w i th o u t  the  p e rm iss io n  o f  the  ch ief  a d m in is t ra t iv e  officer  o f  th e  school o r  d is tr ic t  

o r  th e  des ignee  o f  th e  chie . a d m in is t ra t iv e  officer, w ith in  the  g ro u n d s  o f  o r  on  the 

p a r k in g  lot im m ed ia te ly  a d ja c e n t  to  a pub lic  o r  p r iv a te  p reschoo l,  e le m e n ta ry ,  

ju n io r  h igh , o r  s e c o n d a ry  school o r  w hile  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in a  schoo l-sponso red  

even t,  excep t  th a t  a  pe rson  21 vears  o f  age o r  o ld e r  n tav  possess

(A) in the  t ru n k  o f  a m o to r  vehicle o r  e ncased  in a  closed 

c o n ta in e r  in a m o to r  vehicle, a  dead ly  w eapon  o th e r  t h a n  a lo ad ed  f i r e a rm ;

(B) a defensive w eapon .

* Sec. 2. AS 11.61.210 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) The provisions o f  (a)(7) o f  this section do not apply  to a peace officer

acting within the scope and authority o f  the officer’s em ploym ent.

* Sec. 3. AS 11.61.220(a) is amended to read;

(a) A person com m its  the crime o f  m isconduct involving weapons in the fifth 

degree if the person

(1) knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, o ther  than an ordinary 

pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that is concealed on the person;

(2) knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on the person in any place 

where intoxicating liquor is sold for consum ption on the premises;

(3) being an unemancipated m inor under 16 years o f  age, possesses a

firearm without the consent o f  a parent or guardian o f  the minor,

(4) knowingly possesses a firearm

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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[(A) OR A D EFENSIV E W E A P O N  W IT H IN  TH E G R O U N D S 

O F OR ON A PA RK IN G  L O T  IM M ED IA TELY  A D JA C E N T  T O  A PU BLIC 

OR PR IV A TE PR ESC H O O L, E L E M E N T A R Y , JU N IO R  HIGH , OR 

SE C O N D A R Y  SC H O O L  W IT H O U T TH E P E R M IS S IO N  OF T H E  CH IEF 

A D M IN ISTR A TIV E O FFIC ER  OF T H E  S C H O O L  O R D IST R IC T  O R  TH E 

D ESIG N EE OF T H E  C H IEF A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  O FFIC ER , E X C E P T  T H A T  

A PER SO N  21 YEARS O F A G E  OR O L D ER  M A Y  PO SSESS

(i) AN U N LO A D E D  FIR E A R M  IN T H E  T R U N K  OF 

A M O T O R  VEHICLE O R  EN CA SED  IN A C L O SED  C O N T A IN E R  

IN A M O T O R  VEH ICLE;

(ii) A D E FEN SIV E WE.APON; O R

(B)] within the grounds o f  or on a parking lot immediately 

adjacent to a center, other than a private residence, licensed under 

AS 47.35.010 - 47.35.075 or recognized by the federal governm ent for the care 

o f  children; or

(5) possesses or transpons a switchblade o r  a gravity knife.

* Sec. 4. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.105. S C H O O L  LO CKERS, (a) Sub jec t  to (b) o f  this section, a 

locker o r  other container provided in a school by the school or the school district may 

oe searched and examined with the permission o f  die ch ie f  administrative officer of 

the school or the school district o r  the designee o f  the ch ie f  administrative officer to 

determ ine compliance with school regulations, school district regulations, and local, 

state, and federal laws.

(b) Notices in letters at least two inches high stating the right and the intention 

o f  school and school district officers to permit searches and examinations under (a) of 

this section shall be posted in prom inent locations throughout a school.

(c) Nodiing in this section limits the ability o f  a peace officer, chief 

administrative officer, o r  other appropriate person, acting in com pliance with local, 

state, o r  federal laws, to search a locker or o ther conta iner provided in a public or 

private school by the school district.

* Sec. 5. AS 14.45 is am ended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

-3- SCS CSHB 417(STA)
New T n . \r U n d e r l in e d  / DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 Sec. 14.45.190. SC H O O L LO CKERS. A private school may search school 

lockers and other containers as provided in AS 14.03.105.

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

SCS CSHB 417(STA) -4-
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