


HB117
Rep. Curt Menard
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HOUSE BILL NO. 117
Representative Curt Menard

SPONSOR1S STATEMENT

I introduced HB117, naming bridge #1030, Mlocated at Schrock Rd.
over the Little Su River, after Manvil Olson. Mr. Olson spent many
years constructing bridges at this same area in order for people
to gain access to the end of Schrock Rd.

When people in the Schrock area are giving others directions they
always refer to this river crossing as, 'the Manvil Olson bridge™.
Many of my constituents and others in the community have put
together a petition requesting the bridge be named after Mr. Olson.

Enclosed is a brief history of Mr. Olson®"s accomplishments. After
reading it, 1"m sure you will agree with my constituents that it
is only fitting that this new bridge be named after Manvil Olson.
He has demonstrated and captures the true spirit of an Alaskan
pioneer.



HISTORY

MANVIL H. OLSON

Manvil Olson was born January 19, 1908, 1in Bird Island,
Minnesota. He was among the Tfirst civilian travelers on the Alcan
Highway, moving to Alaska with his wife and daughter in 1947. The
family first settled in Haines, where he operated a garage.

In 1949, the Olsons moved to Skagway, where he became a
machinist on the White Pass and Yukon Railroad. The family moved
to Anchorage in 1951, where Manvil became a machinist on the Alaska
Railroad.

In..1953, he lived on a homestead near Wasilla, six miles off

the end of the nearest road. He and his Tfamily developed the
homestead over the next several years. He opened and operated a
commercial dairy farm from 1959 until 1964. The farm still

produces hay and beef. During the homesteading period, Mr. Olson
also worked full time on the railroad and after Ileaving the
railroad worked at the Fort Richardson Motor Pool. He continued
to work on the homestead evenings and weekends. He also did custom
machine and equipment work for his neighbors.

In 1978, he drew a tract of land in the Delta Barley Project.
At the age of 70, he began developing the parcel with his sons,
eventually clearing and planting 2,400 acres of land. The farm,
known as Big G Ranch, which is now owned by the family 1is still in
operation.

Mr. Olson was a strong advocate of agriculture development and
its potential in Alaska. He founded one farm on the family
homestead north of Wasilla, where he cleared the land. In order to
develop the area and continue his operation, he built four vehicle
bridges over the little Su River, using three different designs.
At the time of his death he was involved in managing a purebred
herd of Scottish Highland beef cattle in Wasilla.

Mr. Olson®"s drive for great projects did not end with
statehood and he remained committed to agricultural development in
Alaska all of his life.

Mr. Olson is survived by his wife of 48 years, Beulah WeecJon Olson;
his daughter, Karen Olson Lee of Anchorage; his sons, Harold and
Arnold of Wasilla; and his four grandchildren.
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MANVIL H. OLSON
Wasilla resident Manvil
Harold Olson. 84, died July
13 at his Little Susitha River
home.
A fureral
will be held
at 2 p.m.
Friday at
First Pres-
by terian
Church of
Wasilla.
1375 E. Bo-
gard Road. nj
Mr. Olson u,son
was born Jan. 19, 1908, in
Bird Island, Minn. He spent
the first 18 years of his life
on a farm in the Mille Lacs
area of Minnesota. He [eft
the farm after high school
and moved to Chicago where
he became a machinist and
tool and dye maker. He was
a member of the Machinists
Union Intemational.

Mr. Olson enlisted in the
Navy during World War Il
serving on a destroyer in the
Pacific and Atlantic the-
aters. He married Beulah
Weedon Nov. 13, 194, in
Virginia. He_was_among the
first civilian travelers on the
Alcan Highway, moving t
Alaska with his wife and
daughter in1947. The family
first settled in Haines,
where he operated a garage.

clearing and planting 2,400
acres of land. The famm,
known as Big G Ranch, was
successfully completed and
is sall in operation.
According t his family,
Mr. Olson was a strong ad-
vocate of agriculture devel-
opment and its potential in
Alaska. He founded one
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farm on the family home-
stead north of Wasilla and
another at Delta. At the
time of his death, he was
involved in managing a
purebred herd of Scottish
Highland beef cattle in Wa*
silla. . =

Mr. Olson is survived by
his wife of 48 yeans, Beulah

In 1949, the Olsons moved
t Skagway, where he be-
came a machinist on the
White Pass and Yukon Rail-
road. The family moved to
Anchorage in 1%61. Mr. Ol-
son became a machinist on
the Alaska Railroad.

In 1953, .he lived on a
homestead near Wasilla, slx
miles off the end of the
nearest road. He and his
family developed the home-
stead over the next several
years. A commercial dairy
farm was opened in 19%9;
and operated until 19%4. The
Egerfm still produces hay and

During the homesteading
period, Mr. Olson also
worked on the railroad*and
at the Fort Richardson Mo -
tor Pool. He did custom ma-
chine™ and equipment work
for his neighbors.

In 1978, he drew a tract of
land in the Delta Barley
Project. At the age of 70, he
began developing the parcel
with his sons, eventually

Weedon Olson of the family
farm; his daughter,- Karen
Olson Lee of Anchorage; his
sons, Harold and Arnold of
Wasilla; his grandchildren,
Leighton and Conan Lee of
Palmer and Anchorage, and
John Olsen and Stanley OI-
son, both of Waesilla: his
niece, Louise Augustsson of
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Anchorage; his nephew,
Wayne Lofgren of Anchor-
age; his brother, Otto" of
Missouri; and his sisters,
Vicki MacClean and Flor-
"ence Haglund, both of Min-
nesota. and Lorraine Veith
of Dallas.

Arrangements were by
Kelli"s Palmer Mortuary. ;



