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M r .  M i c h a e l  Dunn ' M a r c h  1 , 1 9 9 1
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C a n a d a  
224 W e s t  E s p l a n a d e  
N o r t h  / V a n c o u v e r #  BC 
C a n a d a #  V7M 3H7

D e a r  S i r ,

LT h e  H a i n e s  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r n o o d  a nd  S i s t e r h o o d ,
Camp 5 a r e  o p p o s e d  t o  m i n i n g  a n y * a n d  a l l  o r e  f r o m  t h e  
T a t s h e n e h i n i  W i t n e s s .  j

We f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  h i g h  r i s k  p r o p o s a l  c o u l d  
h a v e  a d v a n c e d  t h i s  f a r  w i t h  s u c h  m i n i m a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e v i e w .
T h i s  e n o r m o u s  m i n i n g  v e n t u r e  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  s e v e r e l y
d e p l e t e  t h e  f i s h e r i e s #  m a r i n e  m a m m a ls ,  b i r d s  and d i s r u p t  t h e  
f o o d  c h a i n  o f  t h e  s e a  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  H a i n e s ,  Y a k u t a t ,  and  
G l a c i e r  B a y .  i

*
A R D  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u l f u r i c  a c i d  a 3  a r e s u l t  o f  s u l f u r  
b e a r i n g  r o c k  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  a i r  a n d  w a t e r  t h r o u g h  m i n i n g  
p r a c t i c e s .  A c i d  r o c k  d r a i n a g e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  as  t h e  B r i t i s h  
C o l u m b i a ' s  41  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m ,  ARD f r o m  s e v e r a l  B . C .  M i n e s  
c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  t r e a t m e n t  c o a t i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  and  t h e  
c o p p e r  o r e ’ f r o m  t h e s e  m i n e s  c o n t a i n s  r o u g h l y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  
s u l f u r .  I

H o w e v e r ,  W i n d y  C r a g g y  m i n e  d e p o s i t  h a s  t h i r t y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  
s u l f u r  c o n t e n t  and i f  i t ' s  ARD l e a k s  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d w a t e r ,  
s t r e a m s  a nd  r i v e r  i t  w o u l d  i m p a i r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  and  d e s t r o y  
s a lm o n  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  an d  t h e  f o o d  c h a i n  i n  a l l  t h e s e  a r e a s  

- m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  onfc h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o r  m o r e .
4

we s u p p o r t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A u d u b o n i S o c i e t y , S i e r r a  C l u b ,  W e s t e r n  
C a n a d a  W i l d e r n e s s  C o m m i t t e e #  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  S o c i e t y ,  T h e  
A m e r i c a n  R i v e r s  I n c . ,  C a n a d i a n  N a t u r e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  T h e  A m e r i c a n  
W i l d l a n d s #  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o u n c i l  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  y

We e n c o u r a g e  t h e  Y a k u t a t  a nd  H o o n a h  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d  
and S i s t e r h o o d  t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  
p r o j e c t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  i t  w i l l  h a v e  
on t h e  f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e  i n  a l l  o u r  a r e a s .

S i n c e r e l y # i
A . N . B .  P r e s i d e n t ,  A . N . S .  P r e s i d e n t ,
R U h y d W a c r a n  ^  C o r e e n  Hay

c c :  C o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e .



M a r c h  5, 1992

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  W a y n e  O w e n s  
T h e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
1728 L o n g w o r t h  H . O . B  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20515

D e a r  Sir:

Y a k - T a t  K w a a n  is an A . N . C . S . A .  f o r m e d  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h o s e  
s h a r e h o l d e r s  a r e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n ,  p r i m a r i l y  T l i n g i t  Indians.

W e  h a v e  g r e a t  c o n c e r n s  for the W i n d y  C r a g g y  Mine, as it has 
the p o t e n t i a l  to d e s t r o y  our f i s h i n g  e c o n o m y  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  
l i f e s t y l e ,  and t h e r f o r e  o u r  culture. We h a v e  l i v e d  h e r e  s i n c e  the 
b e g i n n i n g  of t i m e  in Yakutat. O u r  c i t y  has a p o p u l a t i o n  of 545, 
w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  200 l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  limits. T h e  e n t i r e  
p o p u l a t i o n  of Y a k u t a t  is d e p e n d e n t  on the f i s h e r i e s ,  in one d e g r e e  
or a n o t h e r .  Y a k u t a t  has one of the h i g h e s t  r e c o r d e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  
use in t h e  s t a t e  of Alaska: fish, w i l d l i f e ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  m a r i n e
p l a n t l i f e ,  s e a w e e d s  and o t h e r  p l a n t  life.

W i n d y  C r a g g y  1s p r o p o s e d  m a n - m a d e  lake w h i c h  w i l l  h i d e  the m i n e  
t a i l i n g s  is an i m m i n e n t  lake of g e n o c i d e  to the Y a k u t a t  T l i n g i t  
p e o p l e  of the G u l f  C o a s t * of Alaska.

T h e  r e c e n t  EPA s tudy w h i c h  a d d r e s s e s  t o x i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  of 
the p o o r  a n d  the m i n o r i t i e s  could, o n c e  again, be proven. T o x i c  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  wi l l  im p a c t  the n a t i v e  p e o p l e  of Y a k u t a t  as w e l l  as 
C a n a d i a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  w h i c h  use fish fr o m  the sa m e  river. T h e  
p o t e n t i a l  for d e s t r u c t i o n  of the r e g i o n  is i m m e a s u r a b l e .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  that y o u  will be i n t r o d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  on the 
W i n d y  C r a g g y  M ine; we t h a n k  you in a d v a n c e  for y o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  
p r a y  t h a t  y o u  wi l l  be ab l e  to a s s i s t  us.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Y A K - T A T  KWAAN, INC.

C a r o l i n e  C. P o w e l l  
C h a i r m a n

c c :  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s



C IT Y  o f  Y A K U T A T
P.O. BOX 6  

Yakutat, Alaska 99689 
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M a r c h  1 2 ,  1S92

H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  H.  M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
7 0 9  H a r t  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 1 0 - 0 2 0 2

H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  H.  M u r k o w s k i :

We a r e  w r i t i n g  t o  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  B i l l  t o  be  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  H ouse  and  t h e  S e n a t e  by  C o n g r e s s m a n  
Owens a n d  S e n a t o r  G o r r  o p p o s i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  W in d y  
C r a g g y  M i n e  by  G e d d e s  R e s o u r c e s ,  o f  C a n a d a ,

T h e  m i n e  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0  m i l e s  f r o m  
Y a k u t a t ,  i n  t h e  T a t s  C r e e k  w a t e r s h e d  w h i c h  f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  
T a t s h e n s h i n i  R i v e r  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t l y  f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  A l s e k  
R i v e r .  T h e  A l s e k  i s  a . t r a n s - b o u n d a r y  r i v e r  w h i c h  f l o w s  
a c r o s s  t h e  Y a k u t a t  F o r e l a n d s  i n t o  D ry  Bay a nd  t h e  P a c i f i c  
O c e a n .  T h e  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s e s  t o  m in e  3 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s / d a y  o f  
c o p p e r .  T h e  o r e  i s  35% s u l p h u r  w h i c h  when e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  
a t m o s p h e r e  p r o d u c e s  s u l f u r i c  a c i d .  M i n e  " t a i l i n g s "  w i l l  be  
s t o r e d  i n  a m a n -m a d e  l a k e  s u r r o u n d e d  by  2 0 0  f t  h i g h  e a r t h  
d a m s .  T h e  t a i l i n g s  w i l l  l e a c h  s u l f u r i c  a c i d  i n t o  t h e  
w a t e r s h e d .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  m i n e  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a z o n e  o f  
h i g h  s e i s m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  c r i s s c r o s s e d  w i t h  f a u l t s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  and N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  t e c t o n i c  
p l a t e s .  M a j o r  e a r t h q u a k e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1 8 9 9  a n  e a r t h q u a k e ,  
w i t h  t h e  e p i c e n t e r  a b o u t  75  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  d e p o s i t  s i t e ,  
r e g i s t e r e d  b e t w e e n  8 . 5  and  8 . 6  on t h e  R i c h t e r  s c a l e .  I n  
1 9 5 8  a n  e a r t h q u a k e  m e a s u r i n g  b e t w e e n  7 . 9  a n d  8 . 0  on  t h e  
R i c h t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e p i c e n t e r  on t h e  F a i r w e a t h e r  f a u l t ,  a t  
L i t u y a  B a y ,  t o o k  p l a c e .  T h e  e x t r e m e  s e i s m i c  a c t i v i t v  
t h r e a t e n s  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e a r t -h  
t a i l i n g s  l a k e .
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A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  c o m b i n e  to c r e a t e  the p o t e n t i a l  
for t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of the A l s e k  w a t e r s h e d  and the 
c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s  w i t h i n  it.
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  G u l f  of A l a s k a  is t h r e a t e n e d .  T h e  
G u l f  of A l a s k a  c u r r e n t  r o t a t e s  n o r t h w e s t .  A N O A A  study, 
t i t l e d  " C o a s t a l  O c e a n o g r a p h y  of t h e  N o r t h e a s t e r n  G u l f  of 
A l a s k a "  b y  R o b i n  M u e n c h ,  Paul T e m p l e ,  J o h n  Gunn, a n d  Lon 
H a c h m e i s t e r ,  1982, s t a t e s  on p a g e  819/

" T h e  o v e r a l l  l a r g e - s c a l e  f l o w  o v e r  t h e  s h e l f  [ A l a s k a  
c o n t i n e n t a l ]  w a s  to the n o r t h w e s t  e x c e p t  at  the m o o r i n g  
j u s t  n o r t h  of F a i r w e a t h e r  Bank, w h e r e  a n e t  e a s t e r l y  
a n d  h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e  flow r e g i m e  w a s  o b s e r v e d .  T h e  
o v e r a l l  n o r t h w e s t  flow w a s  d u e  t o  f o r c i n g  by 
n o r t h w e s t l y  c u r r e n t s  a l o n g  the s h e l f b r e a k  a n d  a n e t  
n o r t h w e s t - d i r e c t e d  w i n t e r  w i n d  s t r e s s .  T h e  e a s t e r l y  
f l o w  n o r t h  of F a i r w e a t h e r  B a n k  w a s  d u e  to the i n f l u e n c e  

o f  s h o a l  b o t t o m  over the banks, w i t h  r e s u l t a n t  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  an  a n t i c y c l o n i c  g y r a l  f l o w  a r o u n d  the 

B a n k . "

A t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  is F i g u r e  25 f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  flow f r o m  D r y  B a y  to Y a k u t a t  Bay. 
Dr. G a r y  H u f f o r d ,  Phd. O c e a n o g r a p h y ,  h a s  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  a 
s t u d y  o f  c u r r e n t s  in this region. He h a s  infra r e d  a e r i a l  
p h o t o s  c l e a r l y  s h o w i n g  the o u t f l o w  of the A l s e k  R i v e r  
m i g r a t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n e ,  i n t o  Y a k u t a t  Bay, a n d  f u r t h e r  
u p  t h e  c o a s t .

T h e  D r y  B a y  s e a f o o d  h a r v e s t  v a l u e s  h a v e  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  
to  be $ 8 , 6 9 2 , 2 2 0 .  T h i s  total i n c l u d e s  D u n g e n e s s  Crab, 
S c a l l o p s ,  a n d  S a l m o n .  T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and 
G a m e ,  D i v i s i o n  of C o m m e r c i a l  Fish, c o m p i l e s  an A n n u a l  
S u m m a r y  of Y a k u t a t  F i n f i s h  and S h e l l f i s h  O p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  
19 9 1  r e p o r t  g a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x - v e s s e l  d o l l a r  v a l u e  of 
Y a k u t a t  f i s h e r i e s  to  fishermen.

T o t a l  H a l i b u t  $ 1 , 9 8 7 , 8 4 3
T o t a l  B l a c k c o d  $ 2 , 8 9 8 , 6 0 6
T o t a l  D u n g e n e s s  $ 4 , 1 1 3 , 3 2 7
T o t a l  S c a l l o p s  $ 1 , 3 2 8 , 4 8 4
T o t a l  S a l m o n  $ 2 , 7 7 8 , 9 4 5

T o t a l  F i s h i n g  I n c o m e  $ 1 3 , 1 0 7 , 2 0 5

In 1988 t h e  t o t a l  s a l m o n  income a l o n e  w a s  v a l u e d  at 
$ 1 0 , 5 4 5 , 5 7 2 ,  a n d  t h e  five y e a r  a v e r a g e  s a l m o n  i n c o m e  from 
1987 to  1 9 9 1  is $ 6 , 1 1 3 , 7 0 7 .



H O N O R A B L E  F R A N K  H. M U R K O W S K I  
M A R C H  12, 1992 
R A G E  3

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  are f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  Y a k u t a t  F i s h e r i e s  
M a n a g e m e n t  a r e a  w h i c h  e x t e n d s  f r o m  C a p e  F a i r w e a t h e r  t o  C a p e  
S u c k l i n g ,  T h i s  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  could, p o t e n t i a l l y ,  b e  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  mine,

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  of Y a k u t a t  h a s  o n e  of the h i g h e s t  r a t e s  
of  s u b s i s t e n c e  u s a g e  in t h e  state. A 1986 s t u d y  b y  M i l l s  
a n d  F i r m a n ,  " F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  U s e  in Y a k u t a t ,  A l a s k a :  
C o n t e m p o r a r y  P a t t e r n s  a n d  C h a n g e s "  s t a t e s  t h e  a v e r a g e  
h a r v e s t  of fi s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  in Y a k u t a t  is 368 p o u n d s  p e r  
h o u s e h o l d  m e m b e r .  F o r t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  of Y a k u t a t  h o u s e h o l d s  
h a v e  u s e d  D r y  B a y  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  or g a t h e r i n g  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  l i f e t i m e .

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  d i v e r s i f y  the e c o n o m y ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
h a s  i n i t i a t e d  m a r i c u l t u r e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  a l s o  be d e s t r o y e d  by  
t h e  m i n e  l e a c h i n g  a n d / o r  e a r t h  d a m  f a ilure.

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of 
Y a k u t a t  e x i s t s  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the W i n d y  C r a g g y  m i n e .  
S l o w  l e a c h i n g  of s u l f u r i c  a c i d  f r o m  t h e  t a i l i n g s  w i l l  h a v e  
s t r o n g ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  d e a d l y  e f f e c t s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d  
c u l t u r a l l y .  T h e  p o s s i b l e  f a i l u r e  of the e a r t h  d a m s  w o u l d  

r e s u l t  in a w a s t e  la n d  f o r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  G u l f  of  A l a s k a  
r e g i o n .

Y a k u t a t  is t h e  o n l y  c o m m u n i t y  on the G u l f  c o a s t ,  a n d  50 
m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  A l s e k  R i v e r  w h i c h  w i l l  be d e s t r o y e d  for  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  ye a r s .  T h e  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  G u l f  
c o a s t  i s  n o t  o n l y  b y  Y a k u t a t  r e s i d e n t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f r o m  o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f  A l a s k a ,  a s  w e l l  as W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  O r e g o n .

I n  l i g h t  of t h e  far r e a c h i n g  and d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  mine, p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  
B i l l  w h i c h  C o n g r e s s m a n  O w e n s  a n d  S e n a t o r  G o r r  a r e  
i n t r o d u c i n g  t o  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e .  A l t h o u g h  it m a y  b e  
p o s s i b l e  the m i n e  w i l l  n o t  be o n  line b y  1994, as G e d d e s '  
p l a n  i n d i c a t e s ,  it is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  w e  s t o p  it f r o m  e v e r  
h a p p e n i n g .  T h e r e  is far t o o  m u c h  at stake.

M a y o r
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April 19, 1993

wiHonorable Mike Miller 
Chairman
Senate Resources Committee 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: SJR - 33, Windy Craggy

Dear Sen. Miller:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska. Inc., supports the 
environmentally-sound development of the Windy Craggy copper 
deposit in Northwestern British Columbia and urges the Senate 
Resources Committee to pass Senate Joint Resolution No. 38 expressing 
support for this project.

Located about 90 miles northwest of Baines, the Windy Craggy project 
would provide over 100 full-time jobs to the Haines area, the port site 
for equipment anti materials staging and the shipment of ore 
concentrations. The project wouid not only help stabilize and diversify 
the Haines economy, it would have a positive economic impact 
throughout Southeast Alaska and the Yukon Territory.

Preservationists are adamantly opposed to the project and support 
Wilderness designation for the area. They would like to annex this area 
into what would become the largest park in the world, including the 
existing Wrangell-Saint Elias Park and Preserve, Kluane National Park 
in Canada, Glacier Bay National Monument and the new Haines Triangle 
area.

It is very important that the resolution be passed as soon as possible to 
provide a clear signal to Washington and elsewhere of Alaska's support 
for this project. Windy Craggy is a good project that will not harm rhe 
environment — it will help diversify the economy and put Alaskans 
back to work. It needs to move forward.

Sincerelv,

Carl Portman 
Communications Director

* *  TOTAL PAGE.0 0 2  * *
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A L A S K A  T R U C K I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .

3443 Minnesota Drive •  Anchorage, Alaska 99503 •  PH O N E (907) 276-1149 •  FAX (907) 274-1946

Mike M i l l e r
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e / F A X  465-3883 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99801

RE: S u pp o r t  f o r  SJR 33

Dear  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r :

P l e a s e  be a d v i s e d  t h a t  A la ska  T r uc k i ng  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  of  
SJR 33,  and a s k s  t h a t  you p l e a s e  make ev e r y  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  w i t h  i t s  
a d o p t i o n .

The s e co nd  b e s t  r e s o u r c e  deve lopmen t  i s  deve lopmen t  i n  Canada t h a t  
r e l i e s  on t r a n s p o r t  t h r o u g h  A l a sk a .

Wi th  t h e  p r o p e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o v e r s i g h t ,  Windy Craggy i s  e x a c t l y  
what  we need  more o f .

Thank you f o r  any s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t a n c e  on b e h a l f  of  t h e  18 ,000  
A l a s k a n s  e m p lo . e d  b e c a u s e  t r u c k s  have  so m e th in g  t o  do .

A p r i l  19,  1993

Frank J .  D i l l o n  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

F J D /p c h
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A p r i l  19, 1 9 9 3

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

RE: S J R - 33, S u p p o r t  for W i n d y  C r a g g y

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ,

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I w i s h  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  
in s u p p o r t  of  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 33.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h o l d i n g  a h e a r i n g  o n  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  a n d  f o r  y o u r  
i n t e r e s t  in t h e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  issue. I u r g e  t h a t  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  b e  
p a s s e d  a n d  t h a t  it be  p a s s e d  t h i s  S e s s i o n .  T h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  W i n d y  
C r a g g y  p r o j e c t  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  be  d e c i d e d  b e f o r e  t h e  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  
o f  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e .

W i n d y  C r a g g y  is a l a r g e  c o p p e r  d e p o s i t  in N o r t h w e s t e r n  B r i t i s h  
C o l u m b i a ,  a b o u t  9 0 m i l e s  N W  of H a i n e s .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  p r o  j e e r  is 
in C a n a d a ,  i t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  o v e r  100 f u l l - t i m e ,  y e a r - a r o u n d ,  
s k i l l e d ,  g o o d - p a y i n g  j o b s  to  t h e  H a i n e s  a r e a  a n d  w o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s o m e  b e n e f i t  t o  Y a k u t a t .  H a i n e s  is t h e  o n l y  
l o g i c a l  s i t e  f o r  s u p p l i e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  s t a g i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  m i n e  a n d  f o r  s h i p p i n g  o u t  t h e  
m e t a l  c o n c e n t r a t e s .  Y a k u t a t  is t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  n e a r e s t  a l l  w e a t h e r  
a i r f i e l d  a n d  it  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e l y  b e n e f i t  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
W i n d y  C r a g g y  m i n e .

W i n d y  C r a g g y  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  an i m p o r t a n t  s t a b i l i z i n g  a f f e c t  o n  t h e  
e c o n o m y  of  t h e  H a i n e s  a r e a  w h i c h  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  h u r t  by  
c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  l u m b e r  mill. H a i n e s  is a l s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t o u r i s m  
a n d  f i s h i n g ,  b o t h  of w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  f o r c e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a r e  s e a s o n a l .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  g u a r a n t e e d  
a n n u a l  b o o m  a n d  b u s t  w i t h  b o t h  of t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  h a v i n g  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a n n u a l  h i g h  a n d  l o w  p o i nts.

W i n d y  C r a g g y  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  t o  a l l  
of S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  in o t h e r  le s s  d i r e c t  w a y s .  F o r  t h e  m i n i n g  
i n d u s t r y ,  it w o u l d  a l l o w  m i n i n g  s u p p l i e r s  t o  c a r r y  l a r g e r  
i n v e n t o r i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e .  I t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  n e w  
m a r k e t s  f o r  e x i s t i n g  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s .  I t  w o u l d  a l l o w  a l l  
s u p p l i e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s  to b u y  in l a r g e r  q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  t h u s  s e l l  
v a r i o u s  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  at  l o w e r  p r i c e s .  T h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  
of t h i s  w o u l d  b e  o t h e r  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  b u t
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a l s o  f i s h e r m e n  l o gging, tourism, s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c .

A l a s k a  n e e d s  p r o j e c t s  like W i n d y  C r a g g y  to d i v e r s i f y  t h e  e c o n o m y  
a n d  h e l p  p r o t e c t  its c o m m u n i t i e s  a g a i n s t  e c o n o m i c  d o w n t u r n s  in 
i n d i v i d u a l  i n d u s t r i e s .  M i n i n g  at W i n d y  C r a g g y  c a n  have, a 
s t a b i l i z i n g  a f f e c t  o n  t h e  e c o n o m y  of  H a i n e s  a n d  a l s o  o n  t h e  
r e m a i n d e r  c f  S o u t h e a s t  Alaska.

It  is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  be  p a s s e d  s o o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a 
c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  
W i n d y  C r a g g y  is n o w  b e i n g  t o u t e d  in p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t  c i r c l e s  as t h e  

" A N W R  o f  C a n a d a " .  S o m e  g r o u p s  a r e  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o  
b l o c k  t h e  p r o j e c t .  T h e  s a m e  t y p e s  o f  lies, h y p e  a n d  r h e t o r i c  b e i n g  
u s e d  a g a i n s t  A N W R  a r e  b e i n g  r e w o r k e d  a n d  u s e d  a g a i n s t  W i n d y  C r a g g y .

T h e  g o a l  of t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  is to p l a c e  t h i s  a r e a ,  k n o w n  as 
t h e  H a i n e s  T r i a n g l e ,  in a d e s i g n a t e d  W i l d e r n e s s  o r  P a r k  a n d  t h e n  
p l a c e  o v e r  it s o m e  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e s i g n a t i o n " .  T h i s  w o u l d  c r e a t e  
t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r k  in t h e  w o r l d  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
W r a n g e l l - S a i n t  E l a i s  P a r k  and P r e s e r v e ,  K l u a n e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  in 

C a n a d a ,  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t  a n d  t h e  H a i n e s  T r i a n g l e  a r e a  
w h e r e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  is located. In t h e  p a s t  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e n  S e n a t o r ,  
A l b e r t  G o r e  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  to  g e t  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  
t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  a d d e d  " o b s t a c l e s  to t h e  p r o j e c t .  O n e  o f  t h e  
o b s t a c l e s  p r o p o s e d  w a s  to r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  b e  h a n d l e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  
d e l a y e d  t h e  s t a r t  of  the p r o j e c t  by  m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  m a y  h a v e  e v e n  
r e s u l t e d  in t h e  d e a t h  of the pro j e c t .

G o v e r n o r  K i c k e l  h a s  g o n e  on r e c o r d  in s u p p o r t  of  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
s o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  p r o j e c t  a n d  in k e e p i n g  t h e  
p r o j e c t  o u t  of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n .

T h e  n e e d  n o w  is for t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  s h o w  its s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t  a n d  t h e r e b y  h e l p  s t o p  t h e  o n - g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  l o c k  u p  m o r e  
of  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t  A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m i c  f u t u r e ,  T h a n k  
y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t e v e n  C. B o r e l l ,  P . E  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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U N I T E D  F I S H E R M E N  O F  A L A S K A  

R e s o l u t i o n  9 2 - 2  

R e s o l u t i o n  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  W i n d y  C r a g g y  M i n e

W H E R E A S  G e d d e s  R e s o u r c e s  L t d .  h a s  p r o p o s e d  t o  d e v e l o p  
t h e  l a r g e s t  c o p p e r  m i n e  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  W i n d y  
C r a g g y  M i n e ,  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  T a t s h e n s h i n l  C r e e k  w a t e r s h e d  in  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  T a t s h e n s h i n l  C r e e k  f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  T a t s h e n s h i n i  

R i v e r ,  t h o n  I n t o  t h e  A l s e k  R h / e r  t o  D r y  B a y  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c  

O c e a n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l s e k  R i v e r  i s  a  T r a n s b o u n d a r y  R i v e r ,  s u b j e c t  to  

t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  m a n d a t e s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o u n d a r y  W a t e r s  

T r e a t y  o f  1 9 0 9 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l s e k  a n d  T a t s h e n s h i n l  R i v e r s  p r o v i d e  
I m p o r t a n t  h a b i t a t  f o r  al l  f i v e  s p e c i e s  o f  P a c i f i c  s a l m o n  w h i c h  a r e  
p r o t e c t e d  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l s e k  a n d  T a t s h e n s h i n l  R i v e r s  s u p p o r t  

I m p o r t a n t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  s p o r t  f i s h e r i e s  f o r  
Y a k u t a t  a t  D r y  B a y  v a l u s d  In e x c e s s  o f  $ 8 . 5  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p r o p o s e d  W i n d y  C r a g g y  M i n e  i n c l u d e s  a  
p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  s l u r r y  p i p e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  o r e  t o  H a i n e s  a n d  t o  
d i s c h a r g e  m i n e  w a s t e w a t e r  I n t o  L y n n  r  a n d

W H E R E A S  L y n n  C a n a l  s u s t a i n s  h a r v e s t s  o f  s a l m o n ,  
b o t t o m f i s h ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c e s  v a l u e d  a t  
$ 4 1  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  o r e b o d y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  W i n d y  C r a g g y  M i n e  i s  
a  " m a s s i v e  su l f ide '*  o r e  w i t h  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a c i d  m i n e  
d r a i n a g e  a n d  h e a v y  m o t a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t r a n s b o u n d a r y  
r i v e r  s y s t e m  a n d  d o w n s t r e a m  f i s h e r i e s ;  a n d

I

I

_



UFA payw t

WHEREAS technology to control acid mine drainage Is unproven (or a project ol this 
magnitude; and
WHEREAS the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Park Service, the 
National Marine Fishery Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildiile Service, and the 
Department of Interior have expressed great concern that development of the Windy 
Craggy Mine would be detrimental to the fisheries resources of the Tatshenshini and 
Alsek Rivers, and the Lynn Canal;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that United Fishermen of Alaska opposes 
development of the Windy Craggy Mine based on potential Impacts to fisheries habitat 
and resources which cannot be adequately addressed at the present because of 
limitations of technology, extreme climate, and seismic risks of this region.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the United Fishermen of Alaska Board of Di.ectors this 
tenth day of February 1992.

Jorry McCune. President

BOARD:92 Resolutions
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" T h e  development o f  a h u g e  open pit copper mi n e  in the midst of o n e  of the 

world's most rare a n d  pristine regions is an environmental nightmare that 

threatens the people w h o  live there, the river that sustains t h e m  a n d  every living 

thing in the region."

A1 Gore, U. S. Senator

Page 3

GOVERNMENT COMMENTS

"It does not appear that the environmental a n d  engineering problems associated 

with this project can be resolved with existing technology... W e  believe the long­

term environmental degradation likely to result f r o m  the proposed W i n d y  C r aggy 

m i n e  outweighs a n y  economic gains that m a y  accrue."

Steve Pennoyer, Director, Alaska Region, National Marine Fisheries Service,
U. S. Department o f Commerce

" W i n d y  C r a g g y  threatens U.S. marine waters a n d  Haines, Alaska."

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

" T h e  present proposal Is based on novel a n d  as yet unproven assumptions, 

m e t h o d s  a n d  techniques."

M ini^ry o f Environment, Canadian Federal Government

" T h e  potential release o f  contaminated water into the environment is the m a i n  

risk presented by the W i n d y  Craggy project. Historically, the area has registered 

s o m e  o f  the largest earthquakes in the history of the planet. A  breach o f  the 

tailings d a m s  w o u l d  continue to generate acidity a n d  metals indefinitely. 

Destruction o f  fish habitat w o u l d  be essentially permanent."

British Columbia Commission on Resources and the Environment (CORE)

" T h e  risk o f  serious environmental d a m a g e  Is high... It Is clear that there is a 

serious lack o f  understanding o f  the actual potential for Acid R o c k  Drainage. This 

m a k e s  It Impossibletodesigt^ppropidatemean^fcollection a n d  treatment... "

& LE T TE R S : O PPO S IT IO N  8']
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October 29, 1992

Senator Albert Gore 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Gore:

On October 20, 1992, the Haines borough Assembly voted to unanimously 
support Senate Joint Resolution 290 (S.J. Res. 290) which calls for “"thf 

Secretary of the Interior, in cooperation with the Secretary of State, to 
enter into agreements with Canada to protect the Alsek and Tatshenshinl 
Rivers, and for the Secretary of the Interior to ensure that Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve is not degraded by potential mine developments in 

Canada.
«

The Haines Borough is in the proposed transportation corridor for 
potential mine developments in Canada. S.J. Res. 290 addresses the concern we 
share with the sponsors over the lack of protection afforded United States 
residents should the Canadian development access the US-Canadian transforation 
corridor. We support the effort to secure a thorough investigation of this 
proposed development by the United States government or some independent 

agent.

Mayor, Halnea Borough

cc: Mike Harcourt, Premier, British Columbia 
Members, Haines Borough Assembly
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