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February 6, 1994

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  #  4 2 3  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

S e n t  B y  F A X  T r a n s m i s s i o n

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ;

S u b j e c t :  SJR 1 7  a n d  H J R  1 7

T h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  F i s h e r m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K P F A )  i s  a  g r o u p  o f  o v e r  4 0 0  
c o m m e r c i a l  s a l m o n  f i s h e r m e n  i n  t h e  C o o k  I n l e t  a r e a .

K P F A  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t .  W e  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  
c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ih** h i g h  s e a s  f i s h e r i e s  o f f  A l a s k a  
s h o u l d  r i g h t f u l l y  b e  A l a s k a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r !

Sincerely,

K e n  C o l e m a n  
P r e s i d e n t



'H & U &  IP  a c id ic  0? i4 /t& tie 4 , /l& d o c tc r fiiM ,

HEADQUARTERS:
BOX 796 • HOMER ALASKA 99603

S e n a t o r  Mike M i l l e r  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a sk a  
99801-1162

Fe b ru a ry  7 t h .  1994

Dear  S e n a t o r  Ml 11e r ,

NPFA I s  In f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  SJR 17. T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  A l a s k a s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  Nor th  P a c i f i c  
F i s h e r i e s  Management Counc i l  make-up and t h e  imp or t a nc e  of 
r e g i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

I f  A la sk a  i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  and s t r e n g t h e n  I t s  i ndependence  
o f  economic  d i v e r s i t y ,  i t  can  no t  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  a s  a 
" r e s o u r c e  c o l on y"  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  c o u n t r y .  A l a s ka  i s  in 
t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s e r v e  and p r o t e c t  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s ,  
f o r  i t  i s  in our  management  s t r a t e g i e s  of  t oday  t h a t  we 
s a f e g u a r d  ou r  economic  v i a b i l i t y  f o r  tomorrow.

The Nor th  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  Management Counc i l  i s  t he  
most  p r o g r e s s i v e  and  s u c c e s s f u l  of  t he  e i g h t  r e g i o n a l  
c o u n c i l s .  I t  h a s  i n i t i a t e d  management  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  o f f e r  
l ong term p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  i s o l a t e d  and d i s a d v a n t a g e d  
co m m u n i t i e s  s h o r e s ! d e  t o  such  b o u n t i f u l  r e s o u r c e s .  I t  h a s  
paved  t h e  way f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  by s l o w i n g  down th e  h a r v e s t  
in de rb y  s t y l e  f i s h e r i e s  and c l e a r l y  moved w i t h  a f u t u r i s t i c  
ap p ro a ch  t o wa rd  management .

I t  i s  f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  we s u p p o r t  SJR 17 ana  
compl iment  t h e  S e n a t e  in r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  g r e a t  Impor t ance  of  
t h e  Nor th  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  Management Counci l  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a .  Thank-you f o r  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  on t h e s e  
comments .

Si n c e r e 1y ,

Andrew Sea 1z 1 
NPFA /  p r e s



UNITED COOK INLET DRIFT ASSOCIATION
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F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 9 4 S E N T  B Y  T E L E F A X

S e n a t o r  S u z a n n e  L i t t l e  

( S p o n s o r )  S J R 1 7  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m # 7  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

S U B J E C T :  S J R 1 7 / H J R 1 7

D e a r  S e n a t o r  L i t t l e ,

U n i t e d  C o o k  I n l e t  D r i f t  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( U C I D A )  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s t r o n g  

s u p p o r t  f o r  S J R 1 7 / H J R 1 7 .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

A l a s k a n  m a j o r i t y  o n  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  ( N P F M C ) .

U n i t e d  C o o k  I n l e t  D r i f t  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( U C I D A )  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  5 8 5  s a l m o n  d r i f t  

p e r m i t  h o l d e r s  In  U p p e r  C o o k  I n l e t .  S o m e  3 5 0  p e r m i t  h o l d e r s  a r e  c u r r e n t  

m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n .  U C I D A  i s  a l s o  a c t i v e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l e v e l s  

a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  o f  A l a s k a  ( U F A ) .

O f  a l l  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  u n d e r  t h e  M a g n u s o n  A c t ,  

N P F M C  h a s  c l e a r l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e t h i c .  T h i s  

i s  d u e ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  “A l a s k a n  m a j o r i t y "  s i n c e  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  A l a s k a n  v e s s e l  o w n e r s  a n d  t h e  m a n y  A l a s k a n  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a  

v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  l o n g  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  in  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c .

W e  u r g e  e x p e d i t i o u s  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  i t  w i l l  r e i n f o r c e  3 i m i l a r  

p o s i t i o n s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  b y  o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n s  a s  t h e y  w o r k  t o w a r d  

t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a g n u s o n  A c t .

T h e o  M a t t h e w s  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

O C  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s

• R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Y o u n g

S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i  

U F A



Cook Inlet Seiners 
Association

P .O . B o x  

H o m e r , A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 3  
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February 8, 1 9 9 4

Senator Mike Miller

Chair, Senate Resource C o m m i t t e e

A laska State Capitol,

Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 - 1  182

D e a r  Senator Miller:

A s  you know, Cook Inlet Seiners Association (CISA), is a non-profit, H o m e r  

b ased fishing organization. C I S A  represents eighty-five percent o' the 

seine permit holders in L o w e r  Cook Inlet. W e  are writing on behalf of our 

m e m b e r s h i p  in support of Senate Joint Resolution 17 T h a n k  you for your 

support of this resolution that relates to the reauthorization of the 

M a g n u s o n  Fishery Conservation and M a n a g e m e n t  Act.

T h e  m o v e  by W a s h i n g t o n  State c o n g r e s s w o m a n ,  Jolene Unseold to change 

the composition of the council is unacceptable. Not only could assigning 

additional seats to representatives from the l ower 4 8  place the 

m a n a g e m e n t  of Alaskan fisheries into the hands of non-Alaskan, it could 

also increase the possibility of the appointment of non-qualified people on 

the council. The fishery industry is facing difficult and c o m p l e x  issues.

A s  a result, it is absolutely necessary and vital that only those wi t h  

expertise and experience in the field ate m  decision-making roles.

T he present council m a k e - u p  has a proven track record of sound 

m a n a g e m e n t .  At this point in time, there is no compelling reason to 

change its composition.

T hank you again on behalf of the lower Cook Inlet Seiners.

S i n c e r e l y

b / t U / -
A l R a y  Carroll, President— Cook Inlet Seiners Association



Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
P.O. Box 232

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

P h o n e  (907) 772-9323 Voice and Fax

F e b r u a r y  11, 1 9 9 4

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ,

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  tr m a k e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  S J R  17, 

r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t .  W e  f e e l  it is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  

t he  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s e n d  a  s t r o n g  m e s s a g e  to C o n g r e s s  to 

m a i n t a i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h  

P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  p r o c e s s  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  

W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  N P F M C  h a s  b e e n  

s u c c e s s f u l  in r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n d  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c o n c e r n s  a n d  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w i d e  a r r a y  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in N o r t h  

P a c i f i c  f i s h e r i e s .  O n e  o f  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  l e v e l l e d  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h e  N P F M C  is t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  m a j o r i t y  c o n t r o l s  

t h e  C o u n c i l  p r o c e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  if o n e  e x a m i n e s  t h e  v o t i n g  

r e c o r d  o f  t h e  N P F M C ,  it is o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  is  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
t h e  c a s e .

R e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  N P F M C  

is e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  to  u s .  W e  a r e  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r s  t h a t  it 

is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  o n  t h e  N P F M C  a r e  r e a d i l y  

a c c o u n u a b l e  t o  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  m o s t  
a f  f e c t e d .

T h e  N P F M C  h a s  m a n y  f i n e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  t o  i t s  c r e d i t .  T h e  

C o u n c i l  p r o h i b i t e d  r o e  s t r i p p i n g ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  n a t i o n ’s 

f i r s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d o m e s t i c  o b s e r v e r  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  h a s  

m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  2 m i l l i o n  t o n  c a p  o n  B e r i n g  S e a  h a r v e s t s .

W e  s u p p o r t  S J R  17 a n d  h o p  t h a t  it w i l l  b e  f u l l y  e m b r a c e d  b y  
b o t h  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/

K r i s  N o r o s z  

Di r e c t o r



130 Seward Sr.. No. 505 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400 
(907) 586-4473 Fax

A l a s k a

T r o l l e r s

A s s o c i a t i o n

M a r c h  10, 1993

S e n a t o r  S u z a n n e  L i t t l e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Litt l e :

F i r s t  of all I w a n t  to t h a n k  y o u  for i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  J o i n t  
R e s o l u t i o n  17, r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  M a g n u s o n  
F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and M a n a g e m e n t  Act. T h e  A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A T A ) , r e p r e s e n t i n g  f i s h e r m e n  f r o m  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  
48, s u p p o r t s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of s o u n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of 
A l a s k a ' s  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  the c u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  N o r t h  
P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  ( C o u n c i l ) .

As y o u  m a y  know, W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e  C o n g r e s s w o m a n  J o l e n e  U n s o e l d  
is i n t e r e s t e d  in c h a n g i n g  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h ,  in 
turn, w i l l  d i s a d v a n t a g e  A l a s k a n s .  A s s i g n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t s  for 
t h e  l o w e r  48 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o u l d  a m p l i f y  m a n y  of o u r  e x i s t i n g  
m a n a g e m e n t  d i l e m m a s  b y  g i v i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of v e s s e l  
o w n e r s  t h e  p o w e r  to d e t e r m i n e  the fa t e  of t h o u s a n d s  of f i s h e r m e n ,  
c r e w  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  w h o  c u r r e n t l y  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v i n g  in 
A l a s k a ' s  f i s h e r i e s .  As for n o n - i n d u s t r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  A T A  
b e l i e v e s  g r e a t  c a r e  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  m a k i n g  
p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  b r i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
e x p e r t i s e  to t h e  C o u n c i l  forum.

T h e  p r e s e n t  C o u n c i l  m a k e - u p  has b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  a d e q u a t e  to 
a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  and iss u e s  of t h e  m a n y  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  
C o u n c i l ' s  r e c o r d  of m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i o n  is s o m e t h i n g  w e  c a n  a l l  be 
p r o u d  of.

A T A  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  it w i l l  be 
e x p e d i t e d  t h r o u g h  the S e n a t e  a n d  House. T i m e  is of t h e  e s s e n c e  for 
A l a s k a  to i n f o r m  C o n g r e s s  of its p o s i t i o n .

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e

LETTERS OF SUPPORT



S e n a t o r  S u z a n n e  L i t t l e

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT

TO: Senator Mike Miller, Chairman
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Senator Suzanne Little

DATE: February 22,1994
SUBJECT: Senate Joint Resolution 17, A resolution relating to the re-authorizalion of

the Magnuson Fishery Conservation Act
Thank you for your consideration and attention to SJR 17.
The proposed committee substitute for SJR 17 relates to the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976, currently up for re-authorization in the U.S. 
Congress. This Act was last re-authorized in Congress for period of three years. The 
Act serves two purposes: 1) to make a national claim on the fisheries resources of the 
continental shelf in the band of marine waters from 3 to 200 miles offshore — the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ); and 2) to set up a system for managing and conserving 
the fisheries resources within this zone. To meet this management and conservation 
aim, Congress created the Regional Fishery Management Council system. Alaska is 
represented on the North Pacific Fishery Management Council.
In creating the Council system, Congress recognized the strong interest coastal states 
had in the fisheries resources of the EEZ off their shores. Congress charges the Councils 
with the primary responsibilities for determining management policy, within the EEZ, 
and mandates that the voting members of each of the eight regional Councils be drawn 
from the relevant coastai states. There is only one voting member iepresenting the 
federal government on each Council.
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is unique among the eight regional 
Councils created bv Congress. This Council is the only one assigned the EEZ lying 
directly and entirely off the coast of a single state -- Alaska. All of the other Councils’ 
regions of authority span multiple state coastlines. Congress recognized this 
uniqueness, as well as the historic participation in the fisheries off Alaska by residents 
of Washington and Oregon, when prescribing the voting membership of the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council. There are 6 votes from Alaska, 3 from 
Washington, 1 from Oregon, and 1 from the National Marine Fisheries Service.
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The makeup of the Council is one of the issues that will likely be considered as part of 
the re-authorization. Washington and Oregon would like more votes on the Council, 
and it was a significant issue during the re authorization of 1990. It is critical that 
Alaska maintain its voting strength, on the Council, if we are to protect the fisheries 
resources in our coastal waters and Alaska's interests in those resources.
The Committee Substitute by no means addresses all of the issues affecting the re­
authorization of the Magnuson Act. However, it does address the core issue of 
importance to Alaska -- to maintain our current voting representation on the Council. 
This has been the highest concern of the Administration and is unanimously supported 
by fishing interests across the state of Alaska.
Thank you for your consideration of this resolution. I urge your prompt consideration 
of this resolution to send a clear, unanimous and expedient message to Congress that 
Alaska requests the current geographic representation on the No h Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council be retained.
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CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Re fe r re d :

Sponsorfs): SENATORS LITTLE, Zliaroff, Salo, Lincoln

A RESOLUTION

Relating to reauthorization of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management 

Act.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act established a 
fishery conservation zone, now known as the exclusive economic zone (EEZ), out to 200 
miles off the coast of Alaska and the other coastal states to protect, conserve, and manage the 
extensive fishery resources of the continental shelf; and

WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act has fostered 
rational management of formerly unregulated fisheries off Alaska; and

WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act has successfully 
promoted the development cf an American fishing industry within the EEZ off Alaska; and 

WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act has eliminated 
foreign fishing within the EEZ off Alaska; and

WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act established the 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council as the fishery management council for the EEZ 
fisheries off Alaska; and
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WHEREAS the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act since its 
enactment in 1976 has provided that a majority of the membership of the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council be from Alaska; and

WHEREAS the Congress is considering proposals to increase the non-Alaskan 
membership of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council in order to give non-Alaskans 
a majority of the votes on the council; and

WHEREAS it is only reasonable that a majority of the membership of the fishery 
management council responsible for the EEZ fisheries off Alaska be Alaskans;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the reauthorization of 
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act and respectfully requests the 
Congress to act expeditiously in reauthorizing the Act; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that 
the current geographic composition of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council be 
retained.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable A1 Gore, Jr., Vice-President 
of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Robert C. Byrd, President 
Pro Tempore of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley. Speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens ana ti.w Honorable Frank Murkowski, 
U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska 
delegation in Congress.
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