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I  am r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s o  t h a t  I  may r e c e i v e  a n d  r a i s e  
w i l d l i f e  o n  a  w i l d l :  - 'e s a n c t u a r y  t h a t  1 am d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  D e l t a  a r e a .  I  h a v e  
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  b i s o n  a n d  w i l l  s o o n  b e  a d d i n g  e l k .

My f a r m  i s  a p p r o v e d  anc  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  t h e  U. S .  D.  A . w h o  h a v e  i s s u e d  a  l i c e n s e  
( 9 6 - C - 1 3 )  t o  o p e r a t e ,  t o  k e e p  a n d  t o  h a n d l e  l a r g e  a n i m a l s .  I  am s u b j e c t  t o  p e r i o d i c a l  
a n d  u n a n n o u n c e d  i n s p e c t i o n s .  T h e  f a r m  i s  f e n c e d  w i t h  h ew  Z e a l a n d  Game F e n c e .  C o r t  
Z a c h e l ,  a  F a i r b a n k s  V e t e r n a r i a n  p r o v i d e s  t h e  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  n e c e s s a r y - o b s e r v i n g  
t h e m  w e e k l y  a n d  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  o n  c a l l .

I  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a n y  l a r g e  a n i m a l  t h a t  i s  i n j u r e d  a n d  s a l v a g a b l e ,  a b a n d o n e d
a n i m a l s ,  s t a r v i n g  a n i m a l s ,  p r o b l e m  a n i m a l s  a r o u n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o r  a n i m a l s  i n  
d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  I  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  a n i m a l s ,  g i v e  t h e m  p r o p e r  m e d i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  f e e d  t h e m  i n  a  c o n f i n e d  a r e a  o f  2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  O w n e r s h i p  o f  a l l  t h e  
a n i m a l  w o u l d  r e m a i n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .

I  am r e q u e s t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  a  f i v e - y e a r  e x p e r i m e n t  t o  s a v e  t h e s e  
a n i m a l s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  F i s h  a n d  Game w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s a n c t u r y  a n d  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o g r a m .

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  a n i m a l  w i t h  a b i g  p r o b l e m  i s  t h e  m o o s e .  L a s t  w i n t e r  i t  i s  
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  we l o s t  8 , 0 0 0  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  m o o s e  b y  r a i l r o a d  a n d  h i g h w a y  k i l l s  a n d  j u s t  
p l a i n  s t a r v i n g  t o  d e a t h .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  f o r  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  k i l l s  
d e p e n d i n g  o n  s n o w  d e p t h .  S o l u t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a  t o k e n  e f f o r t ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  
s l a u g h t e r  c o n t i n u e s .  T h e  l a t e s t  s o l u t i o n  i n  e f f e c t  i s  t o  f e e d  t h e  m o o s e  t o  t h e  b e a r s ,  
a s  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  m o o s e  w a s  f e d  t o  g r i z z l y  b e a r s  o n  t h e  KcComb P l a t e a u  l a s t  w i n t e r  
a n d  w i l l  b e  d o n e  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a c r i m e  w h e n  m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  
S a l v a t i o n  Army a r e  p l e a d i n g  f o r  f o o d  t o  f e e d  t h e  h o m e l e s s ,  t h e  p o o r  a n d  h u n g a r y  
c h i l d r e n .  K i t h  s o c i a l  p r o g r a m  f u n d s  b e i n g  c u t ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  w i l l  g e t  w o r s e .

My p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  k i l l s  w o u l d  b e ,  a s  t h e  s n o w  d e p t h  i n c r e a s e s
a n d  m o o s e  a r e  i n  i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  ( d e t e r m i n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  k i l l s )  t o  a l l o w  me
t o  c a p t u r e  5 0  y e a r l i n g s  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  k i l l e d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e m  t o  my
s a n c t u a r y .  I  am i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a c h i p p i n g  a n d  p e l l e t i z i n g  m a c h i n e  t o
p r o d u c e  n .o c s e  f e e d  f r o m  a s p e n  d u s t  a n d  D e l t a  b a r l e y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a  f o r  m o o se
f e e d  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  F i s h  a n d  G am e.  M o o s e  f e d  t h i s  r a t i o n  r e q u i r e  f a r  l e s s  
l a n d  a r e a  t h a n  f r e e  r a n g i n g  m o o s e .

I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  my p r o p o s a l  a n d  a n y  h e l p  a n d  
s u p p o r t  y o u r  o f f i c e  c a n  g i v e  m e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

N i c k  C o l o m b o



SENATOR 

MIKE MILLER
P.O. Box 550 94  

North Pole. A laska  99 7 0 5  

(907) 488 -0 86 2

S e n a to  District O

Alaska

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE: * 

SUBJ:

P lease consider this my formal request that SB 46, An Act 
au thoriz ing  moose farm ing, to be heard before your com m ittee 
as soon as possible.

The purpose o f this legislation is to amend state law relating to 
game farm ing and to allow moose farm ing if the Departm ent of 
Fish and Game determ ines that a surplus of moose exists.

I would appreciate your notification o f the hearing date.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Rep. Bill W illiams, Chairman 
House Resources Committee

Sen. Mike W. Miller, Chairman/' 
Senate Resources Com m itteg l(ic

April 13, 1993

SB 46 AUTHORIZING MOOSE FARMING

Wlitlc in Juneau
State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 
99801 -1182  

(907 ) 465 -4970

Senate
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a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y
t Road P.O Box'? 12 6’’ Fairbanks, •* iâ k-r. 26." yor. Jiv ift

T h e  M e m b e r s  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  D e l e g a t i o n

H a r o l d  G i l l a m  
A s s e m b l y r n e m b e r

A p r i l  23, 1992

M o o s e  F a r m i n g  R e s o l u t i o n

T h e  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  l a s t  T h u r s d a y  
n'.qnc u r g i n g  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s  L e g i s l a t i o n  th i s  
s e s s i o n  tu.at vrould a l l o w  for " M o o s e  R a n c h i n g . "

T h i s  is n o t  a n e w  c o n c e p t  for it has b e e n  d o n e  w i t h  
s u c c e s s  in R u s s i a .  W i l d  a n i m a l  r a n c h i n g  is d o n e  in s e v e r a l  
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n i o n .  It is a l s o  d o n e  in C a n a d a .  R e i n d e e r  
r a n c h i n g  is d o n e  o n  a v e r y  l i m i t e d  b a s i s  t o d a y  a n d  is 
r e s t r i c t e d  to o n l y  A l a s k a  n a t i v e s .  P r i o r  to the r e s t r i c t i o n  
( 1 9 j 9) it w a s  d o n e  on a l a r g e  s c a l e  in W e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  
w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  of the g r e a t e s t  r e s o u r c e s ,  n e x t  to 
m i n i n g ,  i n  N o r t h w e s t e r n  A l a s k a .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
s t u d y  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  cf A l a s k a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  M u s k  Ox.

I t  is  a v i a b l e  c o n c e p t  th a t  w i l l  n e t  c o s t  t h e  S t a t e  any 
m o n e y  to  i m p l e m e n t ,  f o r  w i c h  a s i m p l e  c h a n g e  of t h e  law 
t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  w i l l i n g  to i n v e s t  t h e i r  o w n  money, 
t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  to m a k e  it a s u c c e s s .

I w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  to  a l l o w  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h e  c h a n c e  to 
m a k e  a s u c c e s s  of t h i s  e n d e a v o r  a n d  to s h o w  t h a t  the S t a t e  
cf A l a s k a  is w i l l i n g  to e n c o u r a g e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e .

T O :

FROM:

DATE: 

S U B J :



By: H a r o l d  G i l l a m
I n t r o d u c e d :  0 4 / 2 3 / 9 2
A d o p t e d : 0 4 / 2 3 / 9 2

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 2 - 0 3 9  

A R E S O L U T I O N  R E L A T I N G  T O  M O O S E  F A R M I N G

W H E R E A S , t h e r e  a r e  .individuals throughout, t h e  s t a t e  w h o  

a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in the. f a n u i n g  ol’ c e r t a i n  w i l d  a n i m a l s  i n c l u d i n g  

m o o s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  C a n a d a ,  m o o s e  and  

o t h e r  g a m e  a n i m a l s  a r e  r a i s e d  for b o t h  t o u r i s t  v i e w i n g  a n d  the 

c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e  o f  m e a t ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  m o o s e  f a r m i n g  m a y  p r o v i d e  f o r  an i n c r e a s e  in 

t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of m o o s e ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  m o o s e  farming, l i k e  m u s k  o x  f a r m i n g ,  w o u l d  

p r o v i d e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  t h e  a n i m a l s  w h i l e  at the sane 

time, p r o v i d e  for i n c r e a s e d  to u r i s m .  In m a n y  cases, it cay he 

t h e  o n l y  w a y  s o m e  t o u r i s t s  w o u l d  be a b l e  to s e e  a mc.ose in close, 

s a f e  p r o x i m i t y  a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l c w  th e m  to take- p a r t  in "the 

A l a s k a n  e x p e r i e n c e " ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  p e r m i t t i n g  m o o s e  f a r m i n g  'would p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  

o p p o r t u n i t y  for e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  t w o  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d ,  H o u s e  Rill 479 

a n d  S e n a t e  Bi l l  216, a n d  b o t h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  In the. H o u s e  and 

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  BE I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  N orth  

S t a r  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h e  R e s o u r c e  

C o m m i t t e e s  to r e p o r t  the b i l l s  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  the 

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  m o o s e  farming.



BE IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  c o p i e s  of this r e s o l u t i o n  

s h a l l  be s e n t  r.o t h e  H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  J. H i c k e l ,  G o v e r n o r ,  S t a t e  

o f  A l a s k a ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  Chair, S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  

C o m m i t t e e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n ,  Chair, H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  

C o m m i t t e e ;  a n d  all m e m b e r s  of the I n t e r i o r  D e l e g a t i o n .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  T H I S  2 3 R D  DAY O F  APJRIL, 1992

H e n r y  " H a n k "  H o v e  
P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r 7

A T T E S T :

M o n a  L i s a  D r e x i e r ,  C M C / A A E  
M u n i c i p a l  B o r o u g h  C l e r k

R E S O L U T IO N  NO .  9 2 - 0 3 9
P a g e  2 o f  2
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SPONSOR SUMMARY

SB 46

The purpose of this legislation is to amend state law relating to 
game farming and to allow moose farming if the Department of Fish 
and Game determines that a surplus of moose exists. If there is an 
existing suplus. it can grant the surplus or portions of it to persons, 
groups, associat ions, partnerships or corporations for the purpose 
of raising and breeding domestic stock for commercial purposes, 
or for scientif ic and educational purposes.

This bill a lso amends existing statutes, to allow the sale of 
commercial ly raised moose meat.

Game farming can provide opportunities for food production, 
economic diversification, and social stability in Alaskan 
communit ies where the development of alternative resources is 
limited or nonexistent. It can provide jobs and productive activity 
for people on a sustainable basis. Game farming can be a significant 
economic and social benefit for Alaskans.

In the specific case of farming, permissible species can be raised on 
private land bases and help add this missing dimension of manage­
ment to our State goals.



A R E S O L U T I O N  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  A C O M P R E H E N S I V E  
A N D  P R O G R E S S I V E  P O L I C Y  O F  G A M E  A N D  H A B I T A T  E N H A N C E M E N T  F O R  T H E  
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A .

G O A L :  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  A W R I T T E N  P L A N  F O R  T H E  L O N G  R A N G E  MfiV T M U M  
U T I L I Z A T I O N  O F  A L A S K A ' S  N A T U R A L  G A M E  A N D  H A B I T A T  R E S O . ' C E S  
W I T H  T H E  C O N C U R R E N T  E N H A N C E M E N T  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  ,*.»THER 
R E S O U R C E  V A L U E S .

W H E R E A S  w i t h o u t  a w o r k i n g  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p o l i c y  w h i c h  is 
c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  and s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a ,  b y  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  wi l l  b e  m a d e  
t o w a r d  an e c o n o m i c a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  p r o g r a m  of g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  
e n h a n c e m e n t  in A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  g e n e r a l l y  l a c k  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  of 
t h e  e c o n o m i c  and e s t h e t i c  b e n e f i t s  of a w i s e  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  
e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  c o m m o n l y  a p p l i e d  in o t h e r  n a t i o n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  full p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  in A l a s k a  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e a l i z e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  of h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  s u c h  a s  w i l d f i r e  
m a n a g e m e n t  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  u s e d  t o  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l ;  and

W H E R E A S  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  c a n  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  well b e i n g  f o r  all A l a s k a n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  h a s  f a l l e n  b e h i n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  n a t i o n s  
of t h e  w o r l d  in o p t i m i z i n g  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  a c t i v e  t e r r e s t r i a l  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  n e g l e c t e d  w h i l e  f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a p r o f o u n d  e c o n o m i c  s u c c e s s .

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  p r o v i d e s  a u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of l a r g e  t r a c t s  of p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  l a n d  w i t h  
e x c e l l e n t  g a m e  and h a b i t a t  o p p o r t u n t i e s i  and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  n o w  p r o d u c e s  f a r  l e s s  g a m e  t h a n  e n h a n c e d  
h a b i t a t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  d o e s  not 
r e a l i z e  t h e  full p o t e n t i a l  of m o d e r n  a c t i v e  m a n a c \ m e n u  
t e c h n i q u e s  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  w i s e  u s e  of t h e  r e n e w a b l e  b a s e .  T h i s
i n c l u d e s  b u t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  to; h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t ,  g a m e
r a n c h i n g  o r  h e r d i n g ,  f u r  f a r m i n g ,  c o n s u m e r  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  
f o o d  a n d  f u r  n e e d s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  and a e s t h e t i c  
p r o d u c t s  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r i c e s  o n  t h e  w o r l d  m a r k e t .

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  h a s  a m i n i m u m  of 2 2 0  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  of land
c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n g  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  
T h e  l a n d  i n c l u d e s  -44 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o w n e d  b y  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  
a n d  104 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o w n e d  by  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .



W H E R E A S  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a f a i l u r e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i c n i n  the 
S t a t e  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o g r a m s  
a n d  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  
of A l a s k a  h e r e b y  c o m m i t s  t o  a p o l i c y  of g a m e  and h a b i t a t  
e n h a n c m e n t  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  a n d  p r o m o t e s  t h e  w i s e  use of 
A l a s k a ' s  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  limiti :! to 

t h e  f a l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s :

(1) T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r.ost 
e x p e d i e n t  m e a n s  to p r o m o t e  g a m e  and h a b i t a t  manage, .ent
p r o g r a m s .

(2) T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  and r e m e d y  c u r r e n t  
S t a t e  s t a t u t o r y  and r e g u l a t o r y  b a r r i e r s  to g a m e  and h a b i t a t  

e n h a n c e m e n t .

(3) T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s h a l l  a c t i v e l y  a s s i s t  in t h e  p l a n n i n g  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  and w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  in t h e  f i n a n c i n g  of g a m e  
a n d  n a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

(4) S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a g e n c i e s  s h a l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  p r i v a t e  
a n d  N a t i v e  l a n d  o w n e r s  a n d  w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a n d  o w n e r s  to
c o o p e r a t i v e l y  s t i m u l a t e  g a m e  a n d  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  
a n c  to p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  and m a r k e t i n g  of g a m e  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .

<5) T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l
e n t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  s h a l l  d e v e l o p  an i n f o r m a t i o n  and 
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to i n f o r m  and i n v o l v e  t h e  p u b l i c  
a b o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  of g a m e  and h a b i t a t  

e n h a n c e m e n t .

(6) T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  shall 
e s t a b l i s h  a t a s k  f o r c e ,  c o m p o s e d  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
f o r e s t r y ,  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c o n s u m e r  
i n t e r e s t s ,  w h i c h  shall b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  cf 
l e g i s l a t i v e  o p t i o n s  for i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  p o l i c i e s  e n u n c i a t e d  

in t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .
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WILD GAME ENHANCEMENT/GAME RANCHING/GAME FARMING

INTRODUCTION
Alaska has a d i v e r s i ty  o f  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  much of  which i s  found 

in r e l a t i v e l y  low d e n s i t i e s ,  general ly  in remote s i t ua t ions  and/or  

s ea s on a l l y .  One of  the a t t rac t i on s  for non-Alaskans,  as wel l  as many 

Alaskans ,  i s  the opportunity to view,  photograph, catch and shoot one or 

many i nd iv idual s  from within t h i s  renewable resource group. The above 

provides  an economic opportunity which to date has only rece iv 'd  l imited  

a t t e n t i o n  through guiding operat ions  for  both consumptive and non­

consumptive purposes,  and the l imi ted fur industry which includes wi ld  

harvest  and some fur farming.

The economic opportuni t i es  for rural Alaska,  par t i cu l ar l y  with tne 

establ i shment  of  large parcels  o f  pr ivate  land,  v/arrant cons iderat ion Dy 
p r i va t e  enterpr i se  as well  as s t a te  government. I t  is  probable that  

e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  wi l l  require modi f icat ion before Alaska wi l l  

r e a l i z e  the be ne f i t s  enjoyed by otner areas of  the world.
To dat e ,  Alaska has primari ly managed hunters,  trappers and 

f isherman as they pract iced wi ld harvest  o f  f i s h  and game populat ions .  

Limited attempts have occurred in the areas of  habi tat  modi f i ca t i ons ,  

t ransplant ing  and s tocking.  World-wide experience suggests  that  habi tat  

enhancement and int ens ive  management of  the animals themselves r e s u l t s  

in increased populations of  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e .  These e f f o r t s  can range 

from r e l a t i v e l y  simple habi tat  manipulat ions ,  through game ranching and 

aquaculture to int ens ive  game, f i s h  or fur farming.  Such e f f o r t s  in 

Alaska are l i k e l y  to benef i t  Alaskans and a wider d i ve rs i ty  o f  so c i e ty  

than i s  current ly  enjoyed.

At present ,  enjoyment and use o f  much of  Alaska's  w i l d l i f e  resource  

i s  l i mi t e d  by poor access  and undeveloped marketing schemes. In many 

a r ea s ,  w i l d l i f e  i s  the only renewable resource present .  Timber 

production i s  marginal or non-ex i s t ent  in most o f  the s t a t e ,  and farming 

of  agronomic crops i s  f e a s i b l e  only in s e l e c t e d  areas of  favorable  

c l imate  and s o i l s .  However, w i l d l i f e  i s  present in most of  the s t a t e  in 

forms which can p o t en t ia l l y  be used on a sustained basis  to provide 

meat,  hunting and viewing p leasure ,  h i des ,  f i b e r  and other material s  for  

c r a f t s .  Considering the renewable nature of  t h i s  resource in the 

absence of  other  such resources ,  i t  becomes apparent that ways of  more 

f u l l y
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Game and f i s h  ranching should not be viewed as a means of  great ly  

increasing w i l d l i f e  populat ions.  This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  true in northern 

l a t i t u d e s ,  such as Alaska,  where primary production of  plant l i f e  in 

rangelands,  streams and lakes i s  r e l a t i v e l y  low. However, i t  i s  

reasonable to expect  that  more i n t ens ive  management of  w i l d l i f e  

populations and habi tat  can provide increased opportuni t i es  for w i l d l i f e  

viewing,  improved condi t ions  or f a c i l i t i e s  for  harvest  and/or hunting 

and f i s h i n g ,  reduced waste,  be t t er  preservat ion of  game products,  

cul l ing  and manipulation of population s truc ture  to be t t er  match demand, 

and control  o f  predatory l o s s e s .  Habitat improvements resul t ing in 

increased carrying capaci ty and species  d i v e r s i t y  may a l so  be poss ible  

in some s i t u a t i o n s ,  par t i cu l ar l y  where p r o f i t  taking i s  poss ib l e .  These 

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a l so  generate meaningful employment.

Any type of  game production system must be based on ecological  

pr inc ip l e s .  The f i r s t  step in i t s  development should be the inventory  

of ava i l ab l e  lands in terms of  acreages and d i s t r i b u t io n s  of  habitats  

for s p e c i f i c  animal s pec i e s .  Seasonal a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  food and cover  

within each habi tat  must be est imated and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for  improvements 

evaluated.  Common use grazing r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f i r e ,  predation,  d i s ease ,  

i nsect  di s turbance,  snow and ether  weather condi t ions  al l  a f f ec t  the 

carrying capaci ty  of  d i f f e r e n t  hab i ta t s .  Consequently,  considerable  

understanding of  year-round animal requirements and tolerances  is  

essent i a l  in the successful  management of  a game production enterpr i se .  

One of  the e a r l i e s t  l essons  learned in game ranching or farming 

a c t i v i t i e s  in Africa was that  these a c t i v i t i e s  require more, not l e s s ,  

knowledgeable management than do common l i v e s t o c k .  Mismanagement of  

vegetat ion,  so i l  and water resources can r e s u l t  in di sastrous  reduction 

of  carrying capaci ty and catastrophic  decreases  in animal populations.  

Losses o f  thi s  type can be p a r t i c u l ar l y  ser ious  when they involve  

o v er u t i l i z a t i o n  of  veget at ion ,  s ince  recovery may require decades of  

reduced use.

With increased b i o l og i ca l  and legal  control  of  animal populat ions,  
greater inputs in habi tat  management are j u s t i f i e d .  In s i t ua t ions  where 

the game rancher can control  the s i z e  and s tructure  of  populations using  

his land and be e n t i t l e d  to the p r o f i t s  generated with the animals,  

inputs to habi tat  can become p ra c t i ca l .  General ly,  the most cos t -

2
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e f f e c t i v e  inputs are those which manipulate plant success ion to produce 
vegetat ion more s u i t a b l e  as habitat  for a par t i cul ar  s pe c i e s .  Removal 

of spruce by c u t t i n g ,  burning or crushing to enchance production of  

wil low or aspen is  an example o f  the above. Production of  supplemental  

feeds or mechanical manipulation of  physical  features  of  the habitat  are 

more c o s t l y  and change the nature of the ranch more to that  of  a farm,  

but are a l t e r n a t i v e s  that  may have a place under some goals of  

ownership.
Game ranching and farming operations in other regions of  the world 

have demonstrated a number of  values to s o c i e t y .  Increased sustained-  

y i e l d  harvest  o f  animal products has been achieved through professional  

hunting,  use o f  corra l s  and fences ,  s a l t i n g ,  s p o t l i g h t i n g ,  and use of  

portable a b a t t o i r s .  Simultaneously,  s i g n i f i c a n t  income has been 

generated through allowance of  fee hunting for  trophy animals.  

Additional  income has al so  been generated by providing accommodating 

condi t ions  and f a c i l i t i e s  for  tour i s t s  and other r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .

In some areas ,  wi ld species  have ac t ua l l y  been demonstrated to have 

the eco log i ca l  advantage over j.imon s tock,  providing for more complete 
use of  the veget at ion  resources .  In brushland s i t u a t i o n s ,  browsing

herbivores ( e . g . ,  g i r a f f e ,  w hi t e - ta i l e d  deer and moose) are more 

productive than true grazers.  S imi lar ly ,  reindeer or caribou have a 

d i s t i n c t  advantage over other species  in u t i l i z i n g  sncw covered tundra.  

For c e n t ur i e s ,  reindeer  herding was a main stay of  the Lap s o c i e t y ,  and 

i s  a major occupation in the U.S.S.R. today,  j u s t  as wh i t e - ta i l e d  deer 

ranching has become a major income-generating a c t i v i t y  in west Texas.  

Horse and yak production as well  as reindeer herding represents a major 

economic base in nearby northeastern S i b er i a .  Moose farming has al so  

been undertaken in that  region.  Closer to home, western Alaska once had 

a thriving reindeer  ranching industry of over 600,000 animals,  where in 

f a c t ,  l i t t l e ,  i f  any other opportunity for  a land-based economy has been 

developed.  Mining mav change th i s  picture temporari ly,  but mines are 

not renewable.

3
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As stewards of  the land we must be careful  not to l i mi t  our
agricul tural  perspect ive to those species  t y p i c a l l y  considered in 

ranching or farming systems.  This i s  par t i cul ar ly  true in our s ta te

tradi t ional  agr icul ture  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l imited in p o t e n t i a l .  Conversely,  

we must al so  avoid sent iment a l i ty  and s e l e c t  game production schemes

which are e c o l o g i c a l l y  sound. Our vi s ion and wise  act ion in these  

matters wi l l  tap a huge, r e l a t i v e l y  untouched, renewable resource which

w i l l  b ene f i t  generations ‘■o come.

ISSUES
.In order for Alaska to opt imize the opportuni t ies  a v a i l ab l e  to the 

broadest segments of  s o c i e t y ,  which i s  mandated under Alaska's  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a number of  i s sues  must be explored in depth with regard 

to e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  po l i cy ,  laws,  and in some c as e s ,  as these r e l a t e  to 

the federal  government. The fol lowing i s  a l i s t  o f  some of  these

i s s u e s ,  although i t  i s  not exhaust ive .

Alaska Fish and Game Laws and' Regulat ions:

-Establishment of  seasons and bag l i m i t s .

-Methods of take.

-Sale  o f  f i sh  and game products.
-Subsistence  versus other consumptive and non-consumptive uses .

-Management, including u t i l i z a t i o n  of  f i s h  and animals,  on private  

lands.
-Importation of  f i s h  and animals which has impl icat ion to both 

e x i s t i n g  and imported f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  as wel l  as to domestic

animals from a predator,  d i s ease  and pest  stand point .

-Predator c on t r o l .

-Bai t ing .

Land management and r eg u l a t i o n:

-Access and trespass .

-Burning or other vegetat ion manipulation.

-Construction of  ponds, f i s h  ladders or other s tructures  on private  

lands.

-Fencing or the use o f  natural barr i ers .

-Determination of  carrying c a p a c i t i e s .
-Water qual i ty  standards and wetland regulat ions .

-Leases of  s t a t e  or federal  land.

4
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Health and inspect ion standards
-Pre and post  s laughter inspec t i ons .

-Process ing plant standards and inspect ion.

-F i e l d  s laughter  opportuni t i es .

-Mobile s laughter  f a c i l i t i e s .

-By-product processing.

-Meat grading.

-Ant ler  grading.

-Carcass d i sposa l .
-Other waste product d i sposa l .

-Raw product export.
Publ ic and/or private economics

-Capital  a v a i l a b i l i t y .

-Projected returns to i nd i v i du a l s ,  reg ions ,  the s t a t e .

-Types o f  operat ions .
-Projected demand by type.

-Enhancement of  e x i s t i ng  t o u r i s t  industry.

-Regulat ion and enforcement c o s t s .

CONCLUSION
Exist ing  worldwide experience suggests  that  Alaska i s  not 

opt imizing i t s  opportuni t ies  r e l a t i v e  to f i s h  and w i l d l i f e .  Presence of  

large blocks o f  pr ivate  land in rural Alaska have al tered the s t a t us  quo 

of  hew the s t a t e  manages and/or regulates  t h i s  renewable resource.  Is 

the State  o f  Alaska going to play a p o s i t i v e  role  in opt imizing i t s  f i s h  

and w i l d l i f e  resources?
In order to begin to answer the above ques t ion,  i t  i s  suggested  

that  the l e g i s l a t u r e  e s t ab l i s h  and fund a bread based task force ,  

charged with bringing recommendations back to the l e g i s ’ ature wi thin one 

year.
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Game Production: 
Agricultural Diversification For Alaska?

Lyle A. Renecker

I t has become abundantly clear in recent years 
that agricultural enterprises must diversify if 
they hope to survive. North America has 

wrestled with the concept of alternative agricul­
tural practices for over 20 years. Farmers no longer 
want to approach this business of agriculture with 
all "their peas in one pod." Political subsidy wars, 
stabilization plans, depressed commodity prices, 
and over-production are among the reasons why 
traditional farming is less profitable and why farm­
ers are diversifying their conventional farm busi­
nesses. To the real people in the agricultural sector— 
the farmers—any change must offer a positive cash 
flow. More importantly, it must gain the confi­
dence and general interest of farmers.

Consumer trends have been towards healthier 
and leaner meat products. Meat from native wild 
ungulates is a natural candidate because of its lean 
qualities, low percentage of intramuscular fat, and 
low energy content. In 1986, a conference was held 
in Des Moines, Iowa which provided 100 options 
for diversification of the farming community. Deer 
farming was among them. Commercial game 
farming would seem a natural alternative to con­
ventional agricultural enterprises that choose to 
diversify and attempt to meet the greater demand 
for leaner meats. Here, I describe some of the his­
tory behind game production in North America, 
important political and conservation considerations 
that involve the game industry and private sector, 
and how Alaska may fit into the greater global 
picture.

Historical Perspective

Lyle A. Renecker, Assistant Professor 
of AnimalScience(Reindeer),School of 
Agriculture and Land Resources Man­
a g em en t, U n iv ers ity  of A laska 
Fairbanks.

Man has been associated with the use of na­
tive wild herbivores in North America since Paleo­
lithic times more than lOGLOOO years ago. Prior to the 
arrival of European fur traders, the Great Plains of 
North America were abound with wildlife. An 
estimated 35-75 million plains bison and about 10 
million wapiti lived on the continent.

In historic times, native ungulates were uti­
lized as an available source of food first by indig­
enous Indians and then by explorers and later by 
settlers who arrived in North America in search of 
new homes. From his explorations in western 
Canada, Samuel Hearne in 1770 stated that "moose 
were the easiest of the deer kind to tame." Home­
steaders quickly recognized the favorable disposi­
tion of moose and often trained them as beasts of 
burden or for light farm chores (Figure 1).

However, as this new civilization pushed 
westward, populations of wild ungulates were 
slaughtered because of the unprecedented need for 
food by the frontier settlements and loss of habitat 
to conventional agriculture. Bison herds were soon 
decimated in such numbers that between 1873 and 
1875 approximately 6.75 million head were killed 
(most in the United States Midwest). By 1889, Wil­
liam Homaaay estimated that only 635 bison re­
mained in North America. Existence of plains bison 
today stems from the private efforts of a Flathead 
Indian and seven ranchers. The roots of plains 
bison populations were largely derived from 54 
wild calves that were caught and raised by these 
private individuals. This historical event was of 
great consequence in the conservation of the spe­
cies and delivers a message about the role of the 
farmer in wildlife management.

Interest in thecomnercial production of native 
herbivores continued to thrive in Canada. In 1915, 
the Federal Department of Agriculture established 
a program to evaluate the potential of plains bison 
x cattle crosses. The purpose was to develop a breed 
that retained the natural adaptive characteristics of 
bison to extreme environmental conditions, but 
maintain the favorable meat characteristics and
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Figure 1. Moose pulling an Indian travois in north central Alberta (c. 1899). 
Photograph by C.W. Mathers; permission granted by Saskatchewan Archives 
(Renecker et al. 1989).

temperament of cattle. The 
program was terminated in 
1973. Based on the research 
findings over the years of 
the program , it was 
determ ined that cross 
breeding the two species 
would not be as successful 
as concentrating on 
improving the bison or 
cattle.

Early Interest in Production 
Strategies

With establishmentof 
Elk Island National Park, a 
working model of a mixed- 
species grazing system was 
initiated. This production 
strategy utilized an assem­
blage of a grazer (bison), 
mixed feeder (wapiti), and 
browser (moose) which 
have minimal overlap in 
their winter food habits. The 
Kikino Metis Settlement, in North Central Alberta, 
Canada was the first to apply this large-scale (game 
ranch) management system to a commercial opera­
tion. This strategy dilutes the cost of fencing by 
increasing the size of the land base to more than 9 Vi 
miles square and minimizes the labor-input by 
stocking animals at carrying capacity with no 
supplementary feeding. However, the experience 
of the Kikino Wildlife Ranch was one of little con­
trol over animal movement and economic opportu­
nities were limited to winter when animals can be 
baited into corrals or tTaps. The decision of the 
Kikino operation was a change in direction to more 
intensive management.

Few private land owners possess the large 
contiguous tract of land that is necessary for an 
extensive game ranch. As a result, most commercial 
operations have been intensive game farms, on 
smaller properties, with supplementary feeding, 
which orchestrates a farm management program 
that exploits all economic opportunities.

Game farming in some Canadian provinces 
has been increasing at a rate of 30% per year. There 
are about 17,700 wapiti and 82,600 plains bison on

commercial farms and ranches in Canada and the 
United States. At this stage of development, the 
game/bison farm industries are largely constrained 
by availability of breeding stock. It is logical to 
predict that it will require about 15-20 years for the 
industry to grow and reach a stable level that is 
based on the price of meat. For example, if the 
commercial population of wapiti in Canada con­
tinued to grow with the assumptions of good 
management and normal harvest of products and 
animals, by 2004, a respectable over-wintering herd 
of more than 200,000 head would be present on 
farms (Figure 2). This stock would produce annu­
ally 10,500 tons live weight of wapiti for meat 
production and 133 tons of velvet antlers (Figure 3) 
for total gross returns of about S62 million (US).

Industry Development in Alaska at a Glance

Physical Environment

The climate of Alaska is extremely pulsed 
with short warm summers from June to September 
and typically cold winters with a mean January



minimum temperature of about -19° F in the Inte­
rior. The vegetation varies from temperate forest to 
montane and tundra types. Only a small proportion 
of Alaska has a climate and soil base that is suitable 
for cultivation and crop production. These areas 
consist of the Cook Inlet-Susitna Lowland and the 
Tanana Valley of the Interior Alaska Lowlands. 
Where agriculture is practiced, the principal crops 
grown in Alaska are cereals (barley and oats), grasses 
for hay and silage, and potatoes. Because of ex­
tremely cold winters and frost conditions forage 
legume crops are not widely grown in Alaska.

Generally, crop product. .. and grazing in 
these regions are limited by a growing season which 
varies from three to four months. However, on 
Kodiak Island and the Aleutians, grazing can be 
maintained year round with some supplemental 
feeding. The best soils for grass production are 
those with good drainage, have a natural vegeta­
tion cover of grasses and forbs, and receive ad­
equate precipitation. Organic soils are poorly 
drained and susceptible to flooding and erosion. 
Tundra soils are generally limited in depth and by 
the environment and not good for intensive agricul­
tural production.

Commercial Game Production

Under the current game farm regulations in 
Alaska, commercial game production is permis­
sible with bison, musk oxen, reindeer, or wapiti. 
Commercial reindeer herding has been practiced 
by indigenous people in the state of Alaska since the 
turn of the century. During the industry's develop­
ment, health, management, and marketing pro­
grams have been developed and applied. The result 
has been an extremely important industry to both 
the Seward Peninsula, where much of the industry 
is concentrated, and the state as a whole. Because of 
their adaptive behavior and tolerance to harsh envi­
ronments, wapiti and bison are other target species 
that could be easily farmed by the private sector in 
the agricultural regions of Alaska. For example, 
wapiti eat less than cattle, adjust quickly to con­
ventional feedstuffs,and their gregarious behavior 
is compatible with intensive production. Each of 
thesespecieshasadapted to northern environments. 
With interest in alternative agriculture systems, 
ecological, physiological, and behavioral adapta­
tions of these wild or semi-domestic species could
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Figure 2. Projected growth of the population of wapiti on 
Canadian game farms until 2004.

be deployed with an advantage to the farmer. These 
species have growth cycles adapted to the seasonal 
food supply and cold tolerance and digestive sys­
tems to efficiently utilize native, as well as, domes­
tic forages. For example, bison have adapted to 
more efficient utilization of low quality feedstuffs 
than cattle, wapiti are very productive with high 
growth rates, and reindeer have adapted to both 
extensile herding in the tundra and, as with other 
species, they have shown promise for intensive 
farm operations.

The Private Land Issue

Perhaps the greatest challenge that faces gov­
ernment wildlife agencies is management of re­
sources on private lands. It is difficult to convince a 
fanner that he should not drain a wetland, clear a 
forest, or plow a grassland if it translates into more 
cash returns and less disparity in his annual budget. 
The farmer requires a tangible benefit in order to 
fully appreciate the importance of these marginal 
agricultural lands. Game and bison farming may 
have created that tangible benefit.

During the winter of 1986-87, there was an 
estimated 1 million acres of topsoil lost in Western 
Canada from wind erosion. From p^e-settlement to 
1985, about 40% of the prairie wetlands disap­
peared, and during 1984-85,somecalculations have 
shown that forests were bping removed at a rate of 
80 ac/hr in Western Canada. These areas, like many 
in Alaska, are marginal, fragile, and probably should 
never ha ve been altered. They wereexcellent habitats 
and range for wapiti and bison and with proper
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cies that a re  n a tu ra lly  ad ap ted  to these cond itions. 
W ith the  high v a lu e a n d  re tu rn s  for re indeer, w apiti, 
a n d  b ison , in tensive  farm  op era tio n s  sh o u ld  se ri­
ously  co n sid e r d iversify ing  conven tional agricu l • 
tu ra l en te rp rises . If the  cost o f p ro d u ctio n  is 70-76 
percen t th a t o f beef an d  the re tu rn s  a re  tw o-to -th ree  
tim es th e  p rice  of beef, as has been  observed  for 
w ap iti a n d  b ison  (as described  by R enecker et al., 
1989: p. 264), then it is on ly  com m on sense  to 
p ro v id e  the  best m an ag em en t possible. C u rren tly , 
there  is one  w ap iti p ro d u cer in  the sta te  o f A laska. 
H ow ever, it is im p o rtan t for every  p erspec tive  gam e 
farm er to  u n d e rs ta n d  the in frastru c tu re , m an ag e­
m ent, a n d  p ro d u c tio n  needs of the  species to be 
farm ed  an d  the m arke ts  w h ere  they  can sell their 
p roducts . But, a new  in d u stry  m u st rem em b er tha t 
s tro n g  pub lic  s u p p o rt is m ain ta ined  th ro u g h  deve l­
o p m en ts  tha t a re  eth ical an d  logical. T here  m u st 
also be a clear d irec tion  in the reg u la to ry  p roce­
d u res  o f the in d u stry  and  th is orig inates from  con­
sisten t defin itions m en tioned  earlier. T his new  in ­
d u s try  of gam e  farm ing  cou ld  offer a m ethod  of 
ag ricu ltu ra l d iversification  for A laskan  farm ers, 
how ever, w e w ill nevei know  un less w e  conduct 
the necessary  research  on w h ich  to d ev e lo p  the 
in d u stry . In a capsu le , the n eed ed  research  is: a) a 
s tu d y  o f relocation and  n u tritio n a l stress; b) herd  
health  p rogram s; c) p as tu re  m anagem en t; d) herd  
m an ag em en t an d  p roductiv ity ; an d  e) m ark e t d e ­
velopm en t, p ro d u c t consistency, su p p ly  conso lida­
tion. □
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BRIEF ON GAME PRODUCTION

by

Lyle A. Renecker 
Assistant Professor, Agriculture and Forestry Experiment Station,

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Game production is not exactly new to man. Man has been associated with the use of 
native wild herbivores in North America since Paleolithic times more than 10,000 years ago. 
Deer farming has been practiced by the Chinese people for more than 2,000 years. Also, reindeer 
herding has been present in the cultures of nonhem Europe and Asia for over 2,000 years. The 
Romans enclosed deer in parks for both pleasure and profit as was stated by Columella in 
accounts of ancient times that "wild creatures such as red, roe, and fallow deer... sometimes 
serve to enhance the splendor and the pleasure of their owners, and sometimes bring profit and 
revenue". He also makes note of deer being in enclosures and given supplemental feed in order 
that "..when the custom of giving feasts called for game, it might be produced as it were out of 
store". Tnis is not that different from what we perceive as game farming today.

Agriculture today must diversify in order to realistically anticipate survival. One of the 
options which has been pursued around the world is game farming. The form and rules vary in 
accordance with the political jurisdiction, however, the concept is not new. For a complete world 
wide perspective, see Renecker and Hudson (Wildlife Production: Conservation and Sustainable 
Development; 1991).

Management Systems

In order to develop and diversify wildlife management strategies, a blend of protective 
(parks), multiple-use (integrated), and productive strategies should be employed. Protective 
measures represent parks and wildlife preserves but these areas are small and usually arc 
separated by political boundaries. Multiplc-usc or sometimes referred to as integrated or 
compromise systems attempt to satisfy the conflicting demands of several users. Land uses are 
integrated in this type of management system typical of government jurisdictions in order to 
maximize benefits, however, there arc always trade-offs. Finally, the missing link in complete 
diversification of wildlife :* magement is productive systems. Here a single resource is managed
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intensively for peak performance. Game ranching/farming is one way to provide this missing 
dimension. Today, present concepts relate to control on removal rates of wildlife and guarantee a 
supply of wild stock for spon hunting. However, this does not resolve the management issue on 
privately-owned land where importance is an issue of valu^.

Demands for Precise Definition

One of the most important considerations in the development of a commercial game 
production industry is the proper definition of the business at hand. Terms can confuse and 
suggest different conceptual ideas to various sectors of the public. Therefore it is important that 
definitions be concise and consistent with biological and agricultural terminology. Specifically, I 
refer to the confusion that can revolve around the use of either game cropping, herding, 
ranching, or fanning. These are clearly defined by Renecker (Agrobcrealis 23: 20-24; 1990).

Positives Realized

Growth &. Demand - In recent years, conventional agricultural has been subjected to 
continual pressure of diversification. The farming business continent wide has been plagued 
with family farm foreclosures as a result of low commodity prices and political subsidy wars. 
Commercial game production offers a lean, healthy meat product that is in public demand. In 
return, this health conscious society is willing to pay sound returns for a quality, consistent 
product. Over the last 5 years, there has been a consistent increase in the trade of farm-raised 
venison. For example, from 1986 to 1991, New Zealand has increased its export sales of venison 
from about 1,300 metric tonnes to 3,000. The increase has come with concomitant demand for 
standards of quality and supply. In 1991, the USA alone bought New Zealand farm-raised 
venison valued at over $ 1 million which has doubled from the mid 1980's. Clearly, the market 
will bear a considerable increase in supply, however, growth must occur in the industry world­
wide to meet this demand for a quality product. Quality Alaska reindeer, wapiti, or bison are 
possible candidates for sale in this marketplace.

Culiurally-consistent - An additional benefit is the culturally-consistcnt livelihood it 
provides for our Native people. Whether, the production strategy is farming or herding, 
commercial game production can provide employment and financial opportunities and yet 
attempt to remain in bala.icc with traditional cultures.
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Health - Disease regulation and control has been a concern of both opponents and 
proponents of this new industry. For example, there has been continuous blame placed on the 
game industry for the outbreak of die tuberculosis situation in Canada and the lower 48 states of 
the USA. However, is this a realistic evaluation or, in fact, was it the game production industry 
that has raised important questions that relate to the testing of even domestic ruminants.
Precisely, the tuberculosis situation resulted from a breakdown in the screening process - the 
tests were not accurate enough. This does not open an immediate arena for emotional and erratic 
decisions but rather the situation must be resolved to allow business to be conducted as usual. 
Remember, this means the industry will have clean, healthy animals because they can be tested 
or vaccinated - and the system works. These newly developed techniques can then be applied by 
biologists to wild populations of ungulates.

Game animals have few unique diseases and are gene ally are considered to have fewer 
parasite/disease problems than livestock. Once intensive practices are employed on the range or 
farm, animals can be managed through normal health program procedures.

Fences and Handling - Fences and handling are incredibly important. As with other 
animals, facility designs must be utilized that minimize stress and take advantage of the animal's 
natural behavior to the manager's advantage. Game farm producers have rapidly learned these 
behavioral principles and adapted methods that facilitate management. For example, any wild or 
even an animal habituated to the presence of humans will rarely move down a straight alley that 
ends in a right angle comer or a dark shadow that streams across the end of the passage. It could 
be referred to as natural instinct or perhaps common sense. However, place a slight bend or 
curve in the alley and the animal can see there is a possible exit and a place to hide and feel 
secure from the herder who approaches from the rear. The animal moves around the comer into 
the security of a holding pen and the gate is closed before realizing that it is captured .

Fence materials (hi-tensile netting) have been developed and marketed specifically 
designed for game farms. Various combinations can be used to meet both practical and legal 
concerns for the perimeter and management needs of the internal paddocks. There is also wire 
netting that is designed with smaller openings at the bottom that increase in opening size towards 
the top. This keeps dogs and coyotes outside and prevents small calves from escaping.

Development Plan ■ Since facilities are essential it is important that the farm layout and 
design for the initial construction and future developments are thoroughly considered. A
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development plan has helped many game fanners and herders plan their needs for infrastructure 
and capital many years in advance.

Economics and Markets - The initial investment tor physical structures (eg. fences, 
handling facilities, etc,) is higher than for livestock production. However, bams and calving 
sheds are not required as they are with cattle. Markets for fanned and herded game animals exist 
and appear to have the potential to expand in the future, in Alaska, reindeer, wapiti, and bison 
are potentially three possible source of lean and well-flavored meat which is in consumer 
demand. Velvet antler is another commodity produced by both wapiti and reindeer that is 
utilized in Asian pharmaceuticals and traditional tonics. Other markets, such as for breeding 
stock, viewing, etc., can also be explored and researched.

Poaching - It has been suggested that poaching will increase with the expansion of the 
legal market for game meat. This will be improbable because of consumer desires for a 
consistent, high quality product. It implies government inspection and ante and post mortem 
inspection. In order to obtain the government stamp, the meat must be handled under rigorous 
standards which will be one of the producer's platforms for marketing a quality specialty-item.

It is obvious that there is potential in this new industry - situations and developments 
both around the world and here in Alaska have shown this. The industry will require research as 
it integrates and grows in size. An important issue is the continuous interaction, understanding, 
and compromises of all persons involved in order to ensure logical business development.
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Future of Agriculture 
Task Force

We submit the'Futurc of Agriculture Task Force’s final report in order that this basic resource, 
enjoyed by evwy Alaskan every day, can be developed in the best interests of all.

In the past six months, the task force has held thirteen public meetings statewide. Input was 
sought from eyery sector of the agricultural community. Members of the task force included 
men from a bfoad spectrum: Co-Chairmen Lt. Governor Jack Coghill, DNR Commissioner 
Harold Hemze1; Bob Baer and Mark Kulstad, both in Real Estate in Anchorage; Jim Carter, 
homesteader fijom Willow; Jim Drew, Dean of line School of Agriculture and Land Resource 
Management, University of Alaska Fairbanks; Herb Eckman, owner of Alaska Sausage, 
Anchorage; Bob Havemeister, second generation Colony dairyman, Palmer; Paul Huppeit, 
owner, Palmef Produce, Palmer; Mike Schultz, grain, hay and grass seed producer, Delta 
Junction; Ron ;5exton, owner, Trinity Greenhouses from Soldotna; and David Wright, an organic 
grower of vegetables, Harmony Ac**es of Palmer.

Meetings were 
Ninllchik, Del

held in Palmer, Anchorage, Glennallen, Trapper Creek, Kenny Lake, Kodiak, 
a Junction, Fairbanks and Juneau.

Governor Hickel asked the task force to examine Alajka’s agricultural successes and make 
realistic recommendations for future state Involvement. The following eleven points are 
submitted to dovernor Hickel for implementation into a healthy state agricultural policy.

i

We thank Governor Hickel for the opportunity to study and serve and hope this plan of action 
will keep the government from repeating the mistakes of prior administrations and build on the 
successes for the Future of Alaskan Agriculture.

Sincerely,

Lt. Governor poghill 
Mark Kulstad 
Herb Eckman 
Mike Schultz i

Commissioner Heinze 
Jim Carter 
Bob Havemeister 
Ron Sexton

Bob Baer 
Jim Drew 
Paul Huppcrt 
David Wright
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" L e t  u s  n e v e r  
W h e n  t i l l a g e

f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  l a b o r  o f  m a n .  
b e g i n s ,  o t h e r  a r t s  f o l l o w .  T h e  f a r m e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f

S U M M A R Y

c i v i l i z a t i o n . "  - D a n i e l  W e b s t e r .

The State of Alaska shall establish a positive, solid, forward thinking agricultural policy 
by establishing; a long-term environment suitable for the development of a stable, sustainable 
agriculture community for Alaskans.

A stabh agricultural system includes the people who produce food and fiber, provide 
financing, cany out processing, transportation, and marketing, and conduct applied research and 
technology transfer for agriculture. Each of these links musi be strong for Alaska’s agriculture 
to provide opp>rtunities that contribute to the economy of the State. The success in developing 
a quality state x>licy for agriculture lies in establishing the essential element of continuity. To 
this end, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Agriculture, will prepare an 
eight-year plan to strengthen and develop these important links.

J
The State of Alaska’s agricultural policy should:

t
1. Provide grehter consumer availability of quality Alaskan grown products in the marketplace 
through inspection, certification, labeling, marketing, and education programs.

j j r  2. Support unrestricted domestic breeding and raising of all animals, including game species.

3. Support the movement of agricultural materials and products through a farm-to-markct road
priority and ar 

4. Continue th

the necessary

agricultural discount on the state ferry system, 

e state's investment in agricultural science and technology to protect and enhance
the quality of Alaskan soils, seeds, plants, produce, animals, and other agricultural products; and

cnowledge transfer.

5. Facilitate ttye development and use of agriculture in conjunction with other Alaskan resource 
uses and need$ (i.e., fish meal, forestry).

t

6. Assure the availability of financing sources for agricultural operations that are financially 
viable. !i
7. Make state land available for agriculture under a variety of provisions including fee-simple 
title with fair (narket value purchase or homestead credits.

I
8. Continue t6 make agricultural land available in a range of parcel sizes throughout the state.

2



9. Make grazihg leases available through the Division of Agriculture for up to a 30 year term 
with contraction at least every ten years to the area developed and utilized.

10. Preserve 
agricultural Ian

fhe long-term availability of agriculture land by the creation of a 500,000 acre 
d bank to be managed and administered by the Division of Agriculture.

11. Facilitate, the formation and operation of cooperative ownership of mqjor agricultural 
facilities and tlie development of farmer’s marker.

FINANCING
Financing is critical in the development of successful agriculture. In the past, the State 

of Alaska has brovided direct loans to the agricultural community and has experienced a high 
number of delinquencies and defaults. The State of Alaska should encourage the privatization 
of the agricultural loan function by encouraging the commercial banking industry to assist in 
financing short term capital requirements of the individual farmers and ranchers.

As in the deve 
agriculture inv 
infrastructure

opment of other resources in underdeveloped regions, the development stages of 
:>lve more financial risk than in established agricultural regions where the needed 
s in place. The state should assist banks in setting up controlled loan programs

which could b0 guaranteed through the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority.
j

In addition, the state should consider divesting the Agricultural Loan Fund of the existing 
portfolio of performing agricultural loans, freeing up between $6 to $9 million in capital through 
selling these lpans to individual private financial institutions. This would save the State of 
Alaska from tljie expensive role of servicing the loan portfolio.

LAND !

Succes jful agriculture requires a suitable land base. Consequently, agricultural land must 
be made available for sale or lease throughout the state. Fee simple land should be made 
available with, an agriculture covenant when special price and conditions are offered under 
agriculture us^s. The Division of Agriculture will administer an agricultural land bank of 
500,000 acres' to ensure the future availability of agricultural land for transfer to farmers. 
Agricultural lajnd will be made available under a variety of provisions including fee simple title. 
Land sales will be. based on fair market value and carried nut through direct sale or a system 
involving homestead credits.
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t f z  Q B A Z i m

Alaska 
animals, inclutji 
will be made a  
years. Leases 
livestock prodiicers.

TRANSPORI ATIQlj

agriculture should include the unrestricted domestic breeding and raising of all 
_ng game species. Grazing leases administered by the Division of Agriculture 

bailable for up to thirty years with provisions for review of grazing use every ten 
lot actively maintained for this purpose will be made available for lease to other

Transportation is an essential link in an agricultural system, and includes coordination 
of several lev ils of transport. Favorable rates throughout the transportation systems are 
necessary for Alaskan agricultural products to compete in the marketplace. This involves a rate 

Alaskan agricultural products carried on state-owned railroad and ferry systems, 
avorable trucking rates, licensing, and the construction and maintenance of farm-

preference for 
provisions for 
to-market road

PROCESSING

Processi 
products for 
provided by tl 
private individu

ing is essential to market agricultural commodities and to provide value*added 
Consumers. When necessary, facilities for cost-effective processing will be 
e State until levels of production make it possible to shift these operations to 
als, corporations, or cooperatives.

MARKETING
State a; 

appropriate and 
outlets for food 
to the Alaska

QUALITY CONTROL

sjsistance will be provided to establish cooperatives when these entities are deemed 
the State will encourage the development of farmers markets as direct consumer 
and fiber produced in Alaska. A marketing entity could be developed similar 

Seafood Marketing Institute for Alaskan agricultural products.

The qu ility of Alaskan grown products will be ensured through inspection, certification, 
and labeling. Agriculturally related inspection (formerly administered by the Division of 
Agriculture) ai|d seafood inspection should be transferred from the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to USDA qualified inspectors at the Division of Agriculture to correspond with the 
administration I of inspection in other states.

In addijion, promotional and informational programs such as the Alaskan Grown program 
will be continued within the Division. These programs are essential links in increasing the 
market share c)f agricultural products produced and consumed in Alaska.

4
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R ES EA R C H  &  T EG H N O LO Q Y _TR A N SFER

Results^of investments in agricultural research and technology transfer provide an 
essential link for all segments of a sustainable agricultural system. Support for agricultural 
research and tx;hnology transfer will be provided by the State through the Agriculture and 
Forest Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service to protect Alaska’s soil and 
water resources, and to enhance the quality of seeds, plants, produce, animals, and other 
agricultural products grown in Alaska. In addition, the State will encourage support for this 
work from the Cooperative State Research Service, the Agricultural Research Service, and 
Forest ServicejResearch, USDA, through cooperative, integrated programs.

CONCLUSION

An efficient agricultural system involves small farms, family farms, greenhouse 
production, domestic red meat, natural animal farming, larger grain framing and other 
enterprises as well as the multiple use of infrastructure for processing, transporting, and 
marketing a vqriety of commodities.

I
The StAte of Alaska should let the farmer farm. Agriculture should not be directly 

managed by the state but supported and encouraged through technological advice and expertise. 
Then Alaska Will have a healthy food and fiber industry that will enhance both Alaska’s 
economy and penefit her people.
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DEPARTM ENT OF FISH AND GAME 

POSITION PAPER

Sponsor: Senator Miller
Division: Wildlife Conservation

Bill Title:, An Act authorizing moose farming.

Department Position: Speculative benefits of this biil are greatly outweighed

by serious concerns described below.

Background/Legislative I n t e n t : This bill would amend AS 16.40.010-.020 to allow
moose to be raised as domestic animals for commercial purposes and legalize the 

sale of moose meat. The department would be responsible for determining when a 

surplus of moose existed that could be made available for disposition to private 

o w n e r s h i p .

Analysis of 3ill/?roaram E f f e c t s : Public ownership of wildlife and prohibiting

sale of game meat are foundations of wildlife management in North America. We 

believe the passage of legislation legalizing these activities would be a major 

error and detrimental to successful wildlife management in Alaska. These and 

other concerns, listed below, are currently causing most other western states 

and provinces to tighten their laws governing private ownership of big game 
a n i m a l s .

(1) Moose are the most highly sought after big game species by hunters, 

w ild l i f e  viewers, and photographers. Approximately 50,000 hunters pursue 

moose each year, harvesting from 7,000 to 8,000 animals. Thirty-six 

drawing permit applications are received for each permit available. The 

de m a n d  for moose greatly exceeds supply; surpluses do not exist.

(2) Moose farming/ranching will require large acreages. Some proponents of 

this bill have expressed interest in leasing state agricultural lands 

Highly productive state-owned wildlife habitat, currently used by the 

general public, could be removed from production of wildlife. Conflicts 

between big game farms and large predators are certain to occur. 

Populations of wolves, black bears, and grizzly bears will be impacted 

over a large area surrounding any big game farm.

(3) Ensuring the general welfare and humane treatment of big game on farms 

will become a responsibility of the department. Moose are not herd 

animals and do not tolerate crowding. High densities of animals in 

confinement will :ause behavioral and disease problems with the potential 

for spreading diseases to wildlife and domestic animals outside the farms.

( 4 )  Some individuals will use ‘he opportunities provided by this bill to own a 

few moose as pets, for a .lobby, or to promote their tourist businesses. 

Allowing wildife to be exploited by roadside attractions diminishes the

Bill No: S3 46 (1/14/93)

APFG POSITION PAPER



value of all wildlife and may lead to legal liability for the state if 

animals are abused or someone is injured by a moose.

(5) Allowing sale of moose meat will create serious law enforcement problems. 

Poachers will have an added economic incentive that they presently lack. 

Current and proposed levels of wildlife law enforcement are inadequate to 

cope with this added burden.

(6) Moose are expensive to maintain in captivity. The high stocking levels 

proposed for moose farming would require high levels of supplemental 

feeding. Moose require a special diet and cannot survive on diets that

• , sustain domestic livestock. Moose farming has proven to be uneconomical

in Canada where game farms are more c o m m o n . The Yukon Territory has 

prohibited the use of moose on game farms. Attempts to domesticate moose 

in Alberta have been economic failures due to the biology of t'he animal 

(moose are unsuitable as beasts of burden, produce small volumes of m i l k  

under labor intensive conditions, and are very expensive to feed). To 

expect moose farming to succeed in Alaska where no infrastructure exists 

and no market has been established is unrealistic. The state has promoted 

agricultural projects in the past that resulted in continuing subsidies. 

The department considers the transfer of publicly owned wildlife to 

p rivate ownership to be a subsidy.

(7) Alaska's wildlife resources generate hundreds of millions of dollars 

annually through tourism, guiding, hunting, and subsistence. Tourists 

list wildlife viewing as their primary reason for visiting Alaska. This 

experience will be diminished if tourists observe wildlife at roadside 

attractions and game farms.

(Please refer to the department briefi.ig paper, F a r m i n g  o f  3 i g  G a m e  A n i m a l s ,  for

a dditional information.)

C om m iss ioner’s S ignature Date
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F A R M I N G  O F  B I G  G A M E  A M  I N A D S

* • t

I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  f u r t h e r  d o c u m e n t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  r e g a r d i n g  g;ame farming, a n d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i s i n g  m o o s e  f a r m i n g  in 
the s t a t e .

P r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  (SB 46) w o u l d  a m e n d  AS 1 6 . 4 0 . 0 1 0  a u t h o r i s i n g  
the t r a n s f e r  of s u r p l u s  m o o s e  i n t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  as d o m e s t i c  
s t o c k  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  or s c i e n t i f i c / e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;  AS  
1 6 . 4 0 . 0 2 0  w o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  to a l l o w  m e a t  f r o m  the s l a u g h t e r  of 
t h e s e  m o o s e ,  a n d  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g ,  to b e  c o m m e r c i a l l y  sold.

A l a s k a ' s  S p e c i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s ,  s i m i l a r  to t h ose t h r o u g h o u t  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s  a n d  p r o v i n c e s ,  h a v e  l o n g  h e l d  that the 
t r a n s f e r  of g a m e  a n i m a l s  to p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  for c o m m e r c i a l  
p u r p o s e s  is n o t  a w i s e  u s e  of t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  
a d o p t e d  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  a p p r o v a l  by  t h e  B o a r d  of  
G a me. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  has c o n s i s t e n t l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  c o m m e r c i a l­
i z a t i o n  a n d  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  of b i g  g a m e  for over' 20 y e a r s .  Past 
l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  for the t r a n s f e r  of e x c e s s  w i l d  m u s k o x e n  
a n d  b i s o n  i n t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p .  T h e s e  species, as w e l l  as e l k  
(under A S  1 6 . 0 4 . 0 5 0 ) ,  m a y  n o w  be p r i v a t e l y  raised in A l a ska.  
S p e c i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s  m u s t  b e  m o d i f i e d  to r e c o g n i z e  
c o m m e r c i a l  u s e s  of these s pecies. H o w e v e r  the D e p a r t m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  
to h a v e  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  that f o l l o w  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  
p r o v i n c e s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  of o t h e r  n a t i v e  b i g  g a m e  
a n i m a l s .

C u r r e n t  S t a t u s  o f  M o o se

M o o s e  a r e  o n e  of the m o s t  h i c n l y  d e s i r e d  b i g  g a m e  s p e c i e s  in the 
st a t e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 , C 3 u  h u n t e r s  h a r v e s t  a b o u t  7 , 0 0 0  to 8 , 000  
m o o s e  a n n u a l l y .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  32 d r a w i n g  p e r m i t  h u n t s  for m o o s e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state, a n d  for e a c h  a v a i l a b l e  p e r m i t ,  36 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  received. Cle a r l y ,  the d e m a n d  for m o o s e  g r e a t l y  
e x c e e d s  the s u p ply. S u r p l u s  a n i m a l s  do  not exist.

M o o s e  a r e  a l s o  a m a j o r  a t t r a c t i o n  for w i l d l i f e  v iewers, 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s  a n d  o u t d o o r  e n t h u s i a s t s .  M i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  a r e
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g e n e r a t e d  a n n u a l l y  by t h e s e  v i s i t o r s  to A l a s k a .  A p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  
w h y  t h e s e  g r o u p s  tr a v e l  to A l a s k a  is to v i e w  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  m o o s e  
a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of that o p p o r t u n i t y .  D i m i n i s h i n g  this 
e x p e r i e n c e  b y  p r i v a t i z i n g  m o o s e  o r  o t h e r  b i g  g a m e  s p e c i e s  w o u l d  not 
b e  in t h e  b e s t  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the state.

E c o n o m ic  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s

M o o s e  <kre v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  to m a i n t a i n  in c a p t i v i t y .  A v e r a g e  m o o s e  
f o o d  c o n s u m p t i o n  is 2 0 -30 p o u n d s  p e r  d a y  d u r i n g  summer, a n d  1 0-12 
p o u n d s  p e r  d a y  in w i n t e r .  T h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  n a t u r a l  a r e a s  in the  
s t a t e  c a n  o n l y  s u p p o r t  6-8 m o o s e  p e r  m i l e  2 d u r i n g  w i n t e r .  M o o s e  
f a r m i n g  a d v o c a t e s  h a v e  p r o p o s e d  s t o c k i n g  d e n s i t i e s  in e x c e s s  of 16 
m o o s e  p e r  m i l e 2. A  h i g h  l e vel of s u p p l e m e n t a l  f e e d i n g  w o u l d  
o b v i o u s l y  b e  r e q u i r e d .  A l l  m o o s e  h e l d  in c a p t i v i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  the  
w o r l d  a r e  f e d  e i t h e r  n a t i v e  b r o w s e  (which is v e r y  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  
to a c q u i r e )  o r  a p e l l e t e d  r a t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  33% a s p e n  s a w d u s t  w h i c h  
is v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  to p r o d u c e ;  r o u g h l y  t w i c e  the cost of d o m e s t i c  
l i v e s t o c k  feed. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  M o o s e  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  (MRC) 
s p e n d s  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  o n  w i n t e r  s u p p l e m e n c a l  fe e d  for 20 a n i m a l s .

F e n c i n g  r e q u i r e d  to k e e p  m o o s e  c o n t a i n e d  in an a r e a  is a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p i t a l  cost. M a t e r i a l  c o s t s  a l o n e  (no labor) for  
f e n c i n g  a d e q u a t e  to k e e p  m o o s e  c o n t a i n e d  a v e r a g e d  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0  p e r  m i l e  
(1937 f i g u r e s ) . T h e r e f o r e ,  a 1 m i l e 2 e n c l o s u r e  (4 l i n e a r  m i l e s  o f  
fence) w o u l d  co s t  $52,000.

M o o s e  f a r m i n g  has not p r o v e n  to b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  in a r e a s  
w h e r e  g a m e  f arms h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  w h e r e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  has b e e n  s p e n t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m a r k e t s  for w i l d  
g a m e  p r o d u c t s .  G a m e  f a rms in A l b e r t a  do not c o m m e r c i a l l y  r a i s e  
m o o s e  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  not p r o f i t a b l e .

T h e  Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e n e w a b l e  R e s o u r c e s  c o n t r a c t e d  a 
p r i v a t e  c o n s u l t i n g  f i r m  in 1986 to a n a l y z e  the e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l i t y  
of g a m e  f a r m i n g  in the Yukon. T h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e d  that  
m o o s e  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  g a m e  f a r m i n g  a n i m a l s  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  
t e n d e n c y  to d e v e l o p  d e n s i t y - r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e .  T h e  Y u k o n  g o v e r n m e n t  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  a d o p t e d  a p o l i c y  that p r o h i b i t s  the use of m o o s e  in 
g a m e  f a r m i n g .  T h e  s a m e  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  that g a m e  f a r m i n g  of o t h e r  
s p e c i e s  m i g h t  be feasible, h o w e v e r  the i n i t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  w o u l d  b e  
at l e a s t  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  to 4 5 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  w o u l d  be 
$ 1 7 , 0 0 0  to $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  e x c l u d i n g  labor.

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  f a r m i n g  m o o s e  r e f e r  to the r e p o r t e d  s u c c e s s  of 
R u s s i a n  m o o s e  farming, w h e r e  m o o s e  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  as w o r k  a n i m a l s ,  
a n d  f o r  m i l k  a n d  m e a t  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e s e  r e p o r t s  a r e  not a c c u r a t e .  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  b i o l o g i s t s  h a v e  c o n f i r m e d  
t h r o u g h  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  v/ith R u s s i a n  
p r o j e c t  b i o l o g i s t s  that m o o s e  f a r m i n g  in R u s s i a  w a s  u n s u c c e s s f u l .
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In t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 's, t w o  l a r g e  f a r m s  w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  m o o s e  f a rming;  
o n e  in t h e  P e c h o r a  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d  o n e  i n  c e n t r a l  S i b e r i a .  By  the 
m i d  1 9 6 0's, the S i b e r i a  s i t e  w a s  a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  t h e  P e c h o r a  V a l l e y  
s i t e  is n o w  o n l y  a f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  site, s i m i l a r  to t h e  MR C .  T h e  
e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  a b a n d o n e d  for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

' M o o s e  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  u s e d  as w o r k  a n i m a l s  in w i n t e r  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  d o  not h a v e  s w e a t  g l a n d s  a n d  s u m m e r  w o r k  c a u s e d  
o v e r h e a t i n g  a n d  death;

* & i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  l o w  a n d  v e r y  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ;
' I n t e n s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  of w i l d  a n i m a l s  p r o d u c e d  as m a n y  
a n i m a l s  as o n  t h e  farms;

' h a n d - c u t t i n g  b r o w s e  for f e e d i n g  w a s  too l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ;  
' t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  b e h a v i o r a l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  f a r m e d  m o o s e .

A d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  for a m o o s e  f a r m i n g  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  in  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a r e  t h o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the 
o v e r s i g h t ,  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  the p r o g r a m .  T h e r e  is no 
d o u b c  t h a t  t h e s e  c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  to be 
a b s o r b e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

C o n f l i c t s  w i t h  L a r g e  P r e d a t o r s

G a m e  far m i n g ,  for m o o s e  o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  l a r g e  p r e d a t o r s  s u c h  as w o l v e s ,  a n d  
g r i z z l y  a n d  b l a c k  be a r s .  T h e s e  p r e d a t o r s  a r e  c o m m o n  in m o s t  p l a c e s  
of A l a s k a  w e r e  g a m e  f a r m i n g  m i g h t  o c c u r .

L a r g e  p r e d a t o r s  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  a t t r a c t e d  to c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 
f a r m e d  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  l o s s e s  to g a m e  f a r m  s t o c k  w o u l d  o c c u r .  L a r g e  
p o w e r f u l  p r e d a t o r s  s u c h  as b r o w n  b e a r  c o u l d  d e s t r o y  fences, 
r e s u l t i n g  in i n c r e a s e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  to t h e  farmer, a s  w e l l  as 
t h e  r e l e a s e  of s t o c k  i n t o  t h e  w i l d .  G a m e  f a r m e r s  w o u l d  e i t h e r  
d e s t r o y  w i l d  p r e d a t o r s  a t t r a c t e d  to t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  e x p e c t  the 
s t a t e  to r e s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m .  E i t h e r  way, v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  
b e l o n g i n g  to the p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  w o u l d  b e  n e e d l e s s l y  d e s t r o y e d .

A d d i t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  c o u l d  o c c u r  b e t w e e n  f a r m e d  a n d  w i l d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  the s a m e  s p e c i e s .  A d u l t  w i l d  b u l l  m o o s e  d u r i n g  the 
r u t t i n g  p e r iod, c o u l d  be  a t t r a c t e d  to f a r m e d  a n i m a l s  a n d  e a s i l y  
d e s t r o y  a f e n c e  o r  i n j u r e  a n i m a l s  d u r i n g  r u t t i n g  d i s p l a y s  or 
f i g h t s .

D i s e a s e

T h i s  i s s u e  is, w i t h o u t  doubt, t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  in t e r m s  of 
m o n e t a r y  c o s t s  to a g e n c i e s ,  as w e l l  a s  to t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  p u b l i c  
a n d  w i l d  p o p u l a t i o n s .
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I m p o r c a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  p o s e s  the r i s k  
of s p r e a d i n g  d i s e a s e  to f r e e - r a n g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s .  M a j o r  d i s e a s e s  
of  c o n c e r n  i n c l u d e  b o v i n e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  (M y c o b a c t e r i u m  b o v i s )  a n d  
b o v i n e  b r u c e l l o s i s  ( B r u c e l l a  a b o r t u s )  in elk, r a n g i f e r i n e  
b r u c e l l o s i s  ( B r u c e l l a  s u i s  t y p e  4) in r e i n d e e r ,  a n d  b l u e t o n g u e  in 
elk. B o v i n e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  a n d  b r u c e l l o s i s  a r e  t r a n s m i s s i b l e  to 
h u m a n s  as w e l l  as n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e .  In A l b e r t a ,  o v e r  $10 m i l l i o n  
ha s  b e e n  s p e n t  in a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  to c o n t r o l  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  
a n d  at l e a s t  30 p e o p l e  h a v e  c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  d i s e a s e  f r o m  g a m e  
f a r m i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .

O t h e r  d i s e a s e s  a n d  p a r a s i t e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  p r e s e n t  in t r a n s l o c a t e d  
w i l d l i f e  i n c l u d e  a n a p l a s m o s i s  ( A n a p l a s m a  m a r g i n a l e ) , m e n i n g e a l  w o r m  
( P a r e l a p h o s t r o n g y l u s  t e n u i s ) ,  c a r o t i d  a r t e r y  w o r m  ( E l a e o p h o r a  
s c h n e i d e r i ) , a n d  g i a n t  l i v e r  f l u k e s  ( F a s c i o l o i d e s  m a g n a ) . 
Q u a r a n t i n e  a n d  i n o c u l a t i o n  of r a n c h e d  g a m e  c a n  r e d u c e  the r i s k  of  
d i s e a s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  to n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e ,  b u t  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  w i l l  
fa i l  w h e n  a n i m a l s  e s c a p e  q u a r a n t i n e ,  w h e n  t e s t s  for d i s e a s e  a r e  n o t  
f o o l p r o o f ,  o r  w h e n  a n  u n e t h i c a l  g a m e  f a r m e r  a t t e m p t s  to c i r c u m v e n t  
p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e s .  I n t r o d u c e d  p a r a s i t e s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  c o u l d  
s e r i o u s l y  d i m i n i s h  A l a s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e d u c e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for c o n s u m p t i v e  a n d  n o n c o n s u r p t i v e  u s e r s  of t h e s e  
s p e c i e s .

G e n e t i c s / H v b i d i n a t i o n

I n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  of a n i m a l s  th a t  a r e  f a r m e d  o r  h e r d e d  w i l l  
e v e n t u a l l y  e s c a p e  c a p t i v i t y  t h r o u g h  a c c i d e n t s  o r  i n a d e q u a t e  
f e n c i n g .  F o r  e x ample, b i s o n  a n d  r e i n d e e r  h a v e  e s c a p e d  c a p t i v i t y  in 
A l a s k a ,  a n d  e l k  in A l b e r t a  a n d  C o l o r a d o .  In 1992, at l e a s t  5 e l k  
w i t h  e a r  t a g s  w e r e  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  in C o l o r a d o .  
O v e r a l l ,  a t o t a l  of 155 e x o t i c  f r e e - r a n g i n g  a n i m a l s  h a v e  b e e n  
k i l l e d  in C o l o r a d o ;  all e s c a p e e s  f r o m  g a m e  farms.

W i l d l i f e  t h a t  e s c a p e s  c a p t i v i t y  p o s e s  t h e  r i s k  of c o n t a m i n a t i n g  t h e  
g e n e t i c  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  f i t n e s s  of A l a s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  t h r o u g h  
h y b r i d i s a t i o n .  N a t i v e  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  e x h i b i t  p a r t i c u l a r  
g e n e t i c  a d a p t a t i o n s  to t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e m  to 
b e  s u c c e s s f u l  t h r o u g h  time. S o m e  d o m e s t i c a t e d  stocks, e s p e c i a l l y  
e x o t i c  s p e c i e s ,  m a y  be  a b l e  to o u t - c o m p e t e  w i l d  p o p u l a t i o n s .  
C o l o r a d o  h a s  s p e n t  o v e r  $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  in a 3 y e a r  p r o g r a m  to e l i m i n a t e  
g e n e t i c  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  f r o m  r e d  d e e r  for e l k  farms in the state.

H a b i t a t  Loss

G a m e  f a r m i n g  for s o m e  s p e c i e s  r e q u i r e s  the f e n c i n g  of l a r g e  b l o c k s  
of  p u b l i c  l a n d  if the o p e r a t i o n  is to b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e .  
T h i s  w o u l d  p r e s e n t  t w o  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s :
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1) F e n c i n g  of the land a n d  the a s s o c i a t e d  h a b i t a t  (with
f e n c i n g  a d e q u a t e  to c o n t a i n  f a n n e d  animals) w o u l d
p r e c l u d e  u s e  of that a r e a  b y  n a t i v e  wildl i f e ,  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  a lo s s  of p r o d u c t i o n  o n  t h e s e  lands a n d  a d e c l i n e  in 
p o p u l a t i o n s  of w i l d  s p e c i e s  f a v o r e d  by the public.

2) F e n c i n g  w o u l d  al s o  p r e c l u d e  u s e  o f  the ar e a  by the
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  for c o n s u m p t i v e  a n d  n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  uses, 
a n d  m a y  i n c r e a s e  a c c e s s  o r  t r e s p a s s  probl e m s .

S o m e  s f a t e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  C o l o r a d o ,  d o  n o t  a l l o w  any p u b l i c  l a n d  to 
b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into g a m e  farms. T h e y  a l s o  can d e n y  a n y  g a m e  f a r m  
a p p l i c a t i o n  if it is in a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area, s u c h  as a c a l v i n g  
a r e a  o r  m i g r a t i o n  route.

P o a c h i n g

A n  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m m e r c i a l  m a r k e t  for the sa l e  of g a m e  m e a t  
i n t r o d u c e s  a n  i n c e n t i v e  for l a r g e  s c a l e  p o a c h i n g  of f r e e - r a n g i n g  
w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  a n d  tor i l l e g a l  s a l e  of g a m e  meat. A  p o a c h e r  
c o u l d  s e l l  p o a c n e d  w i l d  m e a t  to an u n e t h i c a l  g a m e  f a r m e r  to m i x  
w i t h  f a r m e d  m e a t  or  s e l l  d i r e c t l y  to a n  u n s c r u p u l o u s  r e t a i l e r .

U n a u t h o r i z e d  c a p t u r e  of w i l d  a n i m a l s ,  in this c a s e  moose, to 
s u p p l e m e n t  f a r m e d  b r e e d i n g  s t o c k  c o u l d  a l s o  occur. In s o m e  a r e a s  
w h e r e  t h e s e  f a r m s  w o u l d  be located, it w o u l d  be v e r y  e a s y  to 
c a p t u r e  w i l d  a d u l t  o r  calf m o o s e  for c o m m e r c i a l  sa l e  o r  h a r v e s t .  
I n  C o l o r a d o  f o r  example, 3 p r o s e c u t i o n s  in 5 y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  
f o r  c a p t u r i n g  w i l d  a n i m a l s  to s t o c k  g a m e  farms. A  l a r g e  r e g u l a t o r y  
n e t w o r k  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  force w o u l d  be  n e c e s s a r y  to r e d u c e  the 
i n c e n t i v e  for i l l e g a l  take a n d  s a l e  of g a me. C u r r e n t  l e v e l s  of l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  to c o p e  w i t h  this situation.

T h e  p u b l i c  w o u l d  be  the e v e n t u a l  l o s e r s  in this sit u a t i o n ,  as 
p u b l i c  w i l d  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  b e c o m e  s c a r c e  in a reas a d j a c e n t  to 
u n e t h i c a l  farms, a n d  r e d u c t i o n s  in h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  w o u l d  be 
n e c e s s a r y  to m a i n t a i n  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  at m i n i m u m  levels.

E x p e r i e n c e  i n  O t h e r  S t a t e s

W y o m i n g ,  in t h e  m i d  1970's, d e c l a r e d  a t o t a l  ban on all forms cf 
g a m e  f a r m i n g .

W a s h i n g t o n ,  in 1992, a p p r o v e d  p e r m a n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t i n g  the 
i m p o r t a t i o n ,  p r o p a g a t i o n  a n d  m o v e m e n t  o f  n a t i v e  deer, elk, m o o s e  
a n d  c a r i b o u  in the state. T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  to 
" p r o t e c t  the s t a t e ' s  f r e e - r a n g i n g  a n i m a l s  f r o m  disease,  
i n t e r b r e e d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  r i s k s . . . "  f r o m  g a m e  farm animals.
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U t a h  p r o h i b i t s  o w n e r s h i p  of  all n a t i v e  b i g  g a m e  e x c e p t  bison, a n d  
a l l  e x o t i c s  e x c e p t  f a l l o w  deer.

C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  a m o r a t o r i u m  o n  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  a n y  new, n o n - d o m e s t i c  
s t o c k  p e n d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of n e w  d i s e a s e  t e s t i n g  p r o t o c o l s .

O r e g o n  is c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  to a d o p t  n e w  r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
p r i v a t e  h o l d i n g  of a l l  d e e r  s p e c i e s  ( c e r v i d s ) .

Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y  h a s  b a n n e d  m o o s e  f a r m i n g .

A l b e r t a  h a d  s p e n t  o v e r  $10 m i l l i o n  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  g a m e  
f a r m  a n i m a l s  in a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  to c o n t r o l  a n  o u t b r e a k  of 
Tb.

M o n t a n a ,  in M a y  1992, a d o p t e d  a new, m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  s e t  of 
r e g u l a t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  g a m e  f a r m i n g  in t h a t  state. M e w  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
m o d i f y i n g  g a m e  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in J a n u a r y  1993.
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G ue st O p in io n -

The time has come
fo r moose
By DOUG WELTON 

As I go through this life here 
on planet Earth, amidst all die 
confusion and grin e, I am 
constantly aware of how 
unsettled society is—the soaring 
crime, suicide and destruction.

I get up in the morning and 
turn on the radio and hear the 
day's recital of what we are 
doing :o ourselves, and to each 
other, and what our 
government is doing to all of 
us. And (lien I compare the 
way I live my life, and the way 
I ircai others, and think about 
what 1 want 10 do in this crazy 
wnrld. And I can only wonder 
how what I want to do is 
illegal, while all the grief and 
greed and grossness of the 
world is apparently acceptable.

What do 1 want to do? My 
family and I have for four yiars 
now studied and dreamed atout 
a way of life separate from all 
that we see going wrong in 
this world. All we want to do 
is salvage the orphaned, the 
hurt, and the problem moose, 
and put them to good use.

Through our extensive 
research, we have concluded 
that not only is this quite 
possible, but is exacdy what is 
being done successfully in 
other countries, such as 
Russia. It may not be the 
biggest breakthrough since 
man on the moon, but it is 
definitely an option to (he 
present policy of allowing 
moose to be hunted and killed 
only.

The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game has this attitude 
that our u Idlife should not be 
useJ commercially, or be 
privatized. But again, as I look 
out on this world, I see big 
game guides making millions 
carting people around, and 
getting paid to kill, kill, kill. I 
am also aware of people being 
allowed to display these 
animals, and charging others to 
have a look. Then, how about 
the research facilities that have 
for decades been allowed to 
privately conduct every 
imaginable kind of experiment 
on these animals?

Why can these people 
exploit our wildlife, and I 
cannot? While game fanning 
science doesn't hold the moose 
to be the most economically 
viable species, in tny view it is 
the most loved and desirable 
and enjoyed of them all. Most 
game farms in Canada keep a 
couple around, just because. 
And the fact that we’ve not yet 
realized how to capitalize on 
the potential, doesn't mean the 
potential is not there.

It's known for a fact that 
mouse tame as easily as calves, 
that they give the most 
nutritious milk on earth, that 
they will pull a sleigh or ■ 
cart, that they can be ridden in 
places other animals would find 
inaccessible, can breed at ono 
year of ago, and generally 
throw twins from the second

f a r m i n g
calving on.

When raised in captivity, 
they grow year round, and 
achieve larger size. When 
castrated they don't participate 
in die rut and continue to gain 
weight. They can provide a 
reliable source of meat lo a 
family, and don't require 
watering in winter like all 
other farm animals. The 
antlers, hides, hooves, and 
bones provide materials for 
crafts and clodting, and yet it is 
not legal to raise them here in 
Alaska.

The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game says that 
raising them would ruin the 
"Alaskan experience* for our 
visitors, and dial they simply 
cannot be raised. 1 can't 
believe that this one 
department in our corrupt 
government has been allowed 
to become so powerful. They 
are a dark cloud over this state.

and I wish the people would 
wake up and see the truth.

I suppose if I were Oscar 
Meyer. I would get somewhere, 
but I'm not. I'm just a litde ol’ 
Alaskan. Do you have to be a 
mull-national corporation or 
millionaire to to develop an 
industry, or even a way of life, 
in Alaska today?

Our legislators have all 
thrown in the towel, and won't 
even dispute what our so-called 
experts say. However, they 
have an opportunity with two 
bills legalizing the raising of 
moose, and predictably. Fish 
and Game will say no. Who 
owns this state anyway, and 
who owns all the wildlife and 
other renewable resources?

House Bill 478 and Senate 
Bill 216 would do more than 
legalize moose and caribou 
farming. It would g." e people 
like us a purpose and 
something to do. Are our

children going to be forced to 
seek their fortunes elsewhere? 
Or are we going to open 
opportunities to enrich their 
lives with the resources with 
which this state has been 
blessed? Or is Alaska just for 
the rich and powerful?

I am sick of hearing no, of 
denial and discrimination, i'm 
tired of getting nowhere and 
numb from the cold 
evasiveness of politics as 
usual. I'm not wanting any 
damned welfare or privileges: 
I'm not looking for a hand out, 
just a hand.

I see opportuniu'cs and I've 
sought them, but not got 
them. This country was built 
by dreamers and doers, not the 
passive and the politicians. 
Exxon us and BP yoti! Funny, 
(hey seem to get to do 
whatever they want to do. It 
doesn't matter what it takes, 
whether it's a park or refuge or 
forbidden place, they seem lo 
run this whole damn human 
race.

Please consider what I've had 
to say; ifcere is a better wayl

Doug Welton is president of 
the Alaska Game Rancher's 
Association, a thirteen year 
resident of Alaska, and an 
advocate of the legaliiation of 
moose farming for the past 
four years.



" O u r  t a m e  a n i m a l s  a r e  f e d ,  a n d  t h e  M 

w i l d  o n e s  g e t  h o o k e d  o n  it a s  w e l l . "

W ild li fe  I n s t i t u t e  o f  In d ia .  For 
s i x  m o n t h s ,  h e  w o r k e d  w i th  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  a n i m a l s — n o n e  o f  
w h i c h  w e re  m o o s e .  H e e n jo y e d  
t h e  p r o j e c t  so  m u c h  th a t  las t  
y e a r .  F r a n z m a n n  r e t i r e d  f ro m  
h i s  M RC p o s t  a n d  p u r s u e d  s i m i ­
l a r  w o r k  In o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  m a n y  s u c h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  h o n o r s  to  h i s  c r e d i t .  
F r a n z m a n n  p r e f e r r e d  to  ta lk  
a b o u t  h i s  a n i m a l s  a n d  th e  
M o o s e  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  t h a n  
h im s e l f .

A s  w e  b o u n c e d  d o w n  th e  
S w a n s o n  R iv e r  R o a d  a n d  o n lo  a  
s i d e  r o a d .  F r a n z m a n n  to ld  m e  
a b o u t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  th e  
M o o s e  R e s e a r c h  C e n te r .  It l j l j .e  
e a r lV  ‘6 0 s .  o ff ic ia ls  f ro m  s e v e ra l  
s l a t e  a~ii(TfedF ra l  a g c n c r i rs j£ d ~ i r  
e r c d  lo r  tF e lT rs i  A la s k a  I n t e r - 
a g e n c y  Nfoose M e e t in g . T h e y  
c le c fd e d  t h a t  b e fo re  w is e  m a n ­
a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  c o u ld  be  
m a d e ,  l i i c y  in-t^leU m o r e  r e ­
s e a r c h  o n  h a b i t a t  a n d  w ild l ife . 
w il l )  a n  o i i i p h a s i s  011 m o o s e ,  a n d  
t h e  MKC w a s  e o i ie e lv e d .

W li l ie  h e  drove .  F r a n z m a n n  
p o i n t e d  o u t  r e m a i n i n g  e v id e n c e

L«ft: Paat i l u d l i t  In c lu d e d  compar ing  
th« m oo a t 'a  ac t iv i ty  la va l  w ith  lha 
am oun t  of food It haa aa tan . (Halan 
Rhoda)
Abova: Thaaa  Iw lna , Ilka iha l r  mo lbar , 
wara ra la ad  by hand and  l lv ad  aa la a i  
an ima l*  lor lh a  Mooaa Raaaa rch  Cantar 
on th« Kana l P an ln tu la .  (A.W. 
Franzmann)

Right:  ( lotUa la ad ln g  thia b ig  baby  la 
|uat a tr tck 10 g a l  him on lha  aca la  (or 
walgh-ln . W ild  Ufa b lo log la l  Wayna 
Rega l ln  p laya auba t l lu te  mom. (A/ 
F ranzmann)

o f  tw o  la rg e  fo res t  f i re s  t h a t  
s w e p t  t h e  K e n a l  P e n i n s u l a  In 
1947  a n d  In 1969. In  t im e ,  t h e s e  
n a t u r a l  b u r n s  c r e a t e d  e x c e l l e n t  
fo r a g in g  a r e a s  for m o o s e —a n d  
th e  m o o s e  r e s p o n d e d  b y  I n c r e a s ­
in g  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  w h e r e  t h e r e  
w a s  a b u n d a n t  r c g r o w th .

M o ose  a r e  no t  g r a z e rs ,  t h e y ’re  
b r o w s e r s .  F r a n z m a n n  sa id .  
J h e v ' d  r a t h e r  m u n c h  g n  t r e e  
b r a n c h e s  a n d  le a v e s  t h a n  g r a s s .  
T h e  h a l f - to n ~ a d u l t s  h a v e  in  c m  n 
lot, a n d  t h e y  e n io v  a s p e n  a n d  
~6Trch t r e e s ,  b u l  w il low  is t h e i r  
"Ice  c r e a m "  o l a n l. F r a i i z m a n n  
sa id .  O n  t h e  K e n a l  P e n i n s u l a ,  
w il low  Is l e s s  a b u n d a n t  t h a n  
b i r c h ,  s o  In t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  s l a t e .  
b i r c h  m a k e s  u p  a b o u t  7 0  p e r ­
c e n t  o f  t h e i r  d ie t .

W h e n  m o o s e  a r e n ' t  w a lk in g  
o r  s l e e p in g ,  t h e y ' r e  e a t in g ,  
F r a n z m a n n  s a id .  B y  la te  s u m ­
m er .  t h e y  m a y  e v e n  forgo  s l e e p ­
in g  for e a t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  
o n ly  fo u r  m o n t h s  to  In c r e a s e  
t h e i r  b o d y  w e ig h t  3 0  p e r c e n t  to  
4 0  p e r c e n t .  T h a t  fat r e s e r v e  w ill  
s u s t a i n  t h e m  t h r o u g h  a  w i n t e r  
w i th  m u c h  le s s  food re a d i ly  
a v a i l a b le .

T h i s  m e a n s  a  1 ,0 0 0 -p o u n d  
co w  m u s t  e a t  a t  le a s t  3  p e r c e n t  
o f  h e r  b o d y  w e ig h t  da lly ,  o r  3 0  
p o u n d s  o f  food, to  s t a y  alive. 
T h a t ' s  f ig u re d  In d r y  m a t te r .  
F r a n z m a n n  s a id ,  b e c a u s e  th e  
w e ig h t  v a r i e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  If 
m o i s t u r e  Is I n c l u d e d  in  th e  c a l ­
c u l a t i o n s .  A d d in g  m o i s t u r e  
w e ig h t  c o u l d  I n c r e a s e  I h e  f ig u re  
Continued on page  54
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D o n ’t  t e l l  
a n y o n e

a b o u t

A l a s k a ’s
s e c r e t

f i s h i n g  h o l e .

In most Alaskan fishing 
spots, you find more 
fishermen than fish.
But that's never a problem 
in Valdez.
We've got miles of wide 
open water teeming with 
Alaskan salmon, halibut, 
and trout. Plus crab and 
shrimp — all waiting just 
for you.
Keep our little secret to 
yourself, though.
These things have a way 
of getting around.

For vacation planning information, 
write or call tho Valdez Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, Box 1603 AM 
Valdez. AK. 99686. (907)835-2984

Halibut Derby • May 27*Sep». 5 
Pink Salmon Derby • July 1*4 
Silver Salmon Derby 
August 6*September 5

D

VALDEZ
A L A S K A

D o n 't  m iss  th e  m ag ic!

34 ALASKA' July 1083

■ic
y e a r s  im p r o v e d ,  b u t  In 1986 .  w i th  a  / *  W ild l i fe  b io l o g i s t s  ayid l a n d - u s c  
1 5 0 .0 0 0 - p o u n d  h a r v e s t ,  m o s t  o f  th e  /  p l a n n e r s  w a nt*io  k n q w ~ rh o re  a b o u t  
f i s h e r m e n  s t i l l  w e re  u n a b l e  to m a k e /  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m o o s e  a n d
t h e i r  b o a t  p a y m e n t s .  In  1987. t h e l  w h e r e  t h e y c h o o s e  to  live. F o r  In-
c a t c h  c a m e  to  2 5 0 . 0 0 0  p o u n d s .  V .  s t a n c e .  J u s t  h o " \v m a n y  a n i m a l s  c a n

B u i l d in g  a f ed e ra l ly  b a c k e d  b o a t  a  g iv e n  h a b i t a t  I c e d ?  C o n v c - s c lv .  
h a r b o r  o n  e a c h  I s la n d  b o o s t e d  t h e  h o w  m u c h  t e r r i t o r y  d o c s  a  g iv e n  
lo c a l  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  t h e  h a r b o r s  n u m b e r  o f  a n i m a l s  n e e d  to  f in d  
s h o u l d  h e lp  th e  b o t t o m f i s h  In d u s -  e n o u g h  fo o d ?  T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  q u e s -  
irv. A g a in ,  t h e  A le u t s  f ind  r e s i s t a n c e  ^  t l o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d i e d  s i n c e  t h e  
f ro m  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  w h o  /" M o o s c -K c s g a r c h  C e n t e r  o p e n e d  jn 
q u e s t i o n  If t h e  h a r b o r s  will  a f f e c t /  i 9 6 9 , c u t t i n g  a  p l a c e  for A l a s k a  a s  a
s e a l  n u m b e r s .  I l e a d e r  f o r ~ m o b s e  ' s t u d i e s .

" G iv e n  a  ch o ice .  I t h i n k  o u r  p eo -  V  
p ie  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  o p te d  for t h e  b o a t  
h a rb o r . "  M e r c u l le f f s a y s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t
t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  m i x e d  r e a c t i o n s  
T h e y  h a v e  to  h av e  a n  e c o n o m y ,  b u t  
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  d a m a g e .  
" O u r  l e a d e r s  a r e  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  e l ­
d e r s  a b o u t  w h a t  w e s h o u l d  b e  t r y i n g  
to  p r o t e c t .

" O u r  p e o p le  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  w e 
c a n  a d a p t ,  a n d  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  l e a r n  
t h e  n e w  w a y s . "  M e rc u l le f f  s a y s  It like 
h e  m e a n s  It.

C lo s e r  to  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  t h a n  e v e r  
before ,  t h e  P r ib l lo fs  a l s o  a r c  p e r i l ­
o u s l y  c lo s e  to  e c o n o m i c  c o l l a p s e .

" T h e  f u t u r e  is u n c e r t a i n  at t h i s  
p o in t . "  M e rc u l le f f  s a y s .  " O n e  t h i n g  
th a t  w e h a v e  l e a r n e d  in  1 0 .0 0 0  y e a r s  
In t h e  B e r in g  S e a  a r e a ,  is  A le u t  p e o ­
ple  a r e  s u r v iv o r s .  We m u s t  p r o d u c e  
a n s w e r s ,  a n d  n o t  t e a r s . "  L-

Tnoa Brown /s Regional Eg tot ?' ai.ism’ 
magazine

Moose
Continued from page 2!)

by a s  m u c h  a s  8 0  p e r c e n t ,  n e  sa id ,  
w in te r ,  a  1 .0 0 0 -p o u n d  c o w  iu 
e a t  at le a s t  l ' - j  p e r c e n t  ol lu  
w e ig h t .

C a lv e s  a r e  t h e  first to  d ie  w h e n  
food Is s c a r c e  b e c a u s e  I h e y  a r e  th e  
le a s t  a b l e  to  b u i ld  lat r e s e r v e s  In 
s u m m e r .  N ex t  a r e  t h e  y e a r l i n g s ,  fol­
low ed bv  th e  b u l l  m o o s e .  S to r i n g  lat 
In A u g u s t  Is e s p e c i a l l y  I m p o r t a n t  for 
b u l l s  b e c a u s e  th e y  lo se  ' h e i r  a p p e ­
ti te  In r u t t i n g  s e a s o n ,  a n d  m o r e ,  
th e y  e x p e n d  a  lot of e n e r g y  d u r i n g  
t h e  r u t .

S t u d i e s  at t h e  MKC h a v e  s h o w n  
t h a t  t e m p e r a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  
m o o s e  to  m i g r a t e ,  b u t  s n o w  c a n  b e  a 
b ig  f a c to r .  T h e  a n i m a l s  w ill  d ig  
t h r o u g h  t h e  snow , o r  " c r a t e r . ” in 
s e a r c h  of l o w b u s h  c r a n b e r r i e s  il 
t h e i r  p r e f e r r e d  food Is o u t  o r r e a c h  o r  
b e lo w  s n o w  le v e l .  B i o l o g i s t s  l ike  
F r a n z m a n n  a r c  c o n c e r n e d  by  th i s  
b e h a v io r .

" C r a l e r l n g  is  a  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  
h a b i t a t  is no t  a s  g o o d  a s  u s h o u l d  
b e . "  h e  s a id .  " I f  th e y  h a v e  to  c r a t e r  
for all t h e i r  food , t h e y ' r e  in  a  w o r ld  ol 
h u r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  in to  n e g a t i v e  
en e rg y ."

" N o w h e r e  e l s e  in t h e  w o r ld  h a s  
t h e r e  b e e n  a n y t h i n g  l ike  i t ."  F r a n z ­
m a n n  sa id ,  " a n d  n o w  t h e r e  a r c  s o m e  
o t h e r s  b e g i n n i n g .  T h e  S w e d e s ,  for 
e x a m p l e ,  c a m e  o v e r  h e r e  to  s e e  th e  
M RC. a n d  t h e n  t h e y  b u i l t  a  s i m i l a r  
facili ty ."

L a s t  yea r .  14 t a m e  m o o s e  l iv ed  a t  
/  t h e  c e n t e r  In o n e  o f  f o u r  s q u a r e - m l l e  

/  p e n s .  L a te r ,  t h e y  w e r e  J o i n e d  by 
a b o u t  s i x  f r e e - r a n g i n g  m o o s e  w h o  
w e r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  e n c l o s e d .  T h e s e  
" g u e s t s "  w e re  t r a p p e d  In t h e  fac i l i ty  
a n d  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  la te r .  S o m e t i m e s  
g e t t i n g  t h e m  to le a v e  Is n ' t  e a sy .

" O u r  l a m e  a n i m a l s  a r c  fe d ^ a i i d  
1 hc_wiTcT~oncs  g e t  h o o k e c T o n It a s 
w e l l . "  F r a n z m a n n  s a id .  " T h a t 's  o u r 
b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m ."

' ^ r f l f c a n T m a f s  w e re  f a m i l i a r  s u b ­
j e c t s  to  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  s e v e r a l  r e ­
s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  
w h i c h  s t u d v  th e y  w e re  p a r t  of. s o m e  
m o o s e  w o r k e d  h a r d e r  t h a n  o t h e r s  to  
s u s t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  a ll  w e r e  
w a t c h e d  c lose ly .

T h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  r e s p e c t e d  n a m e s  In w i ld l ife  
b io lo g y  h a v e  " g r a d u a t e d "  f r o m  t h e  
MKC: A n  B ra i l le .  B o b  L c R c s c h c .

il A r n c s o n ,  B o b  
O U l c m e y e r  a n d  

Jin a m o n g  t h e m .
N in e  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  m o s t  

f ro m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  In F a i r b a n k s ,  
h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  I h e i r  a d v a n c e d - d r -  
g r e e  r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e  MKC. O t h e r s  
h a v e  b e e n  p a r i  ol m l n l - s t u d l e s  In ­
v o lv i n g  v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l s  In  t h e  
L o w e r  4 8  A n d  s i n c e  t h e  M K C  
o p e n e d ,  t h e  s t a f f  h a *  I n c l u d e d  m a n y  
v o l u n t e e r s  \< I ’< m e r e l y  for

, r o o m  a n d  b o a r d
T h e y  live a n d  w o rk  in  a n  a s s o r t ­

m e n t  ol log  b u i l d i n g s c o n s i r u c t e d  by 
t h e  s t a f f e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t h e m ­
se lv e s .  T h e  fa c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  tw o  r e s ­
id e n t  c a b i n s ,  a t e l e m e t r y  a n d  la b  
b u i l d in g ,  s t o r a g e  a r e a  a n d  a  g e n e r a ­
to r  b u i ld in g .  T h e  g e n e r a t o r  c a n  p r o ­
v id e  all t h e i r  p o w er ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  
u s e  It lu ll  t im e .  T h e r e  Is n o  p h o n e ,  
b u t  t h e y  d o  h a v e  r a d i o  c o n t a c t  w i th  
S o  I d  o  t q u .  j Q  roa  d_m | I r  s  . i w ay  
* ’~TTie log  o u t b u i l d i n g s  h o u s e  t h e  
m e t a b o l i s m  c h a m b e r s ,  a  s c a l e  
h o u s e ,  s m a l l  h o l d i n g  p e n s  a n d  a 
lu l ly  e q u i p p e d  m ln t - la b .  T h e s e  a r e  
c o n n e c t e d  to  tw o  1 5 -ac re  p e n s  u s e d

sain, in .iiKt : rtri tirauic. 
eeds to /  J im  Davis, Paul 
•r body f Seemel .  J o h n  C 

\  Wayne Kegelln am
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to  s h u f f l e  t h e  a n i m a l s  f ro m  th e  l a r g ­
e r  e n c l o s e d  r a n g e s .

F o r  h u m a n s ,  d r i v in g  t h r o u g h  th e  
fo u r  e n c l o s e d  a r e a s  in v o lv e s  a  n u m ­
b e r  o f  s t o p s  to  o p e n  a n d  c lo s e  g a te s .  
F o r  m o o s e —a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  c r e a ­
t u r e s — g e t t i n g  In a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  p e n s  
is a s  s i m p l e  o r  a s  I m p o s s i b l e  a s  t h e  
b io l o g i s t s  a n d  t e c h n i c i a n s  d e s i r e .

In o n g o i n g  re s e a r c h ,  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  
e x a m i n i n g  th e  e f fec ts  o f  la te  b r e e d in g  
in  c a l f  s u r v iv a l .  C o w  m o o s e  h a v e  tw o  
e s t r u s  c y c le s ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  q u e s ­
t io n  w h e t h e r  c a lv e s  c o n c e iv e d  In th e  
s e c o n d  c y c le  a r e  b o r n  too  la te  in th e  
s p r in g .  D o  th e y  h a v e  e n o u g h  t i m e  to 
g ro w  fa t  in  t h e  s u m m e r ,  b efo re  th e i r  
f i r s t  l o n g  w i n t e r ?  S e v e ra l  f e m a le s  
w e re  b r e d  d u r i n g  th e  f irst e s t r u s  a n d  
o t h e r s  In t h e  s e c o n d .  T h i s  fall, th e  
c a lv e s  will  be  r e c a p t u r e d ,  w e ig h e d  
a n d  m e a s u r e d .  R e s e a r c h e r s  will r e ­
p e a t  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  n e x t  year ,  s a id  
C h u c k  S c h w a r t z ,  th e  c u r r e n t  MRC 
d i r e c to r .

In  t h e  p a s t .  s l .u d le s _ h a v e  m e a ­
s u r e d  h o w  a n  a n i m a l  r e s p o n d s  to  It s  
s u r r o u n d i n g s .  F r a n z m a n n  s a i d . 
" F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d o c u m e n t i n g  a 
m o o s e 's  b e h a v io r  a n d  p h y s iolo g y  by 
s a m p l in g  I ts  b lo o d  o r  h a ir— t h e s e  
a r e o u  i a  few  o f th  c w a v s  in  w h ic h  we 
c a n  c h e c k  h o w  a  m o o s e  Is r e s p o n d -  

\  in g  to  I ts  e n v i r o n m e n t . "
^  S a l l y  Z e y l c m a k c r ' s  d o z e n  bo t-  

t l e fc d  c a l v e s  w e re  p a r t  o f  a fo u r -y e a r  
s t u d y  o n  m o o s e  d i g e s t i o n  a n d  n u t r i ­
t i o n  T w o  s e t s  o f  t h e  o r p h a n e d  
m o o s e  c a l v e s  w e r e  m o n i t o r e d  to  
m e a s u r e  h o w  m u c h  food th e y  a te .  
h o w  fas t  II w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d i ­
g e s t iv e  t r a c t s ,  a n d  h o w  m u c h  p r o ­
te in  a n d  e n e r g y  w a s  u s e d  a s  a r e s u l t .  
T h e  In i t i a l  s t u d i e s  o f  w h a t  w e n t  In 
a n d  o u t  o f  e v e r y  m o o s e  w e re  fol­
lo w e d  by  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t e s t i n g  
Z e y l c m a k e r  r e c o r d e d  t h e t r  m e t a b o l ­
ic r a t e s — ly i n g  d o w n  v e r s u s  s i a n d -  
i n g  u p — a n d  c o m p a r e d  t h e m  w i th  
t h e  a m o u n t  o f  n u t r i e n t s  c o n s u m e d .

" T h r o u g h  t h e s e  s t u d i e s , "  F r a n z ­
m a n n  s a I c C ^ w c ’n icarn~Ti~ow m u c h  a  
m o o s e  n e e d s  to  e a t  in o r d e r  to  s u s  
t a i n  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s . "

C a f e r l n  t h e  s tu d y .  J o h n  ( le v in s ,  a  
U A F  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  c a n d i d a t e ,  
d r e w  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c i f ic s ,  l ie  w a n t ­
e d  to  k n o w  w h e n  th e  m o o s e  w e re  
w a lk i n g ,  f e e d in g ,  b e d d i n g  d o w n  or 
c r a t c r t n g .  W i th  leg  t r a n s m i t t e r s  on  
t h e  m o o s e .  B e v in s  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  
t h e r e .  H e  m e a s u r e d  h o w  a n  a n i m a l ' s  
m e t a b o l i c  r a t e  c h a n g e s  d e p e n d i n g  
o n  w h a t  I t 's  d o in g  a n d  h o w  o f ten  It 
n e e d s  to  " r e - f u e l "  a s  .1 r e s u l t

A n o t h e r  les t  w a s  a c l e a r  e a s i  ol 
t h e  h a v e s  v e r s u s  t h e  h a v e -n o t s .  In 
tw o  o f  t h e  p e n s ,  r a d i o - c o l l a r e d  
m o o s e  c h o s e  f ro m  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  
h i g h l y  n u t r i t i o u s  food: In t h e  o t h e r  
tw o .  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  d i d n ' t  h a v e  It 
s r n o r g a s b o r d - s i y l c ,  B e v in s  e x p e c t -

Alaska’s Most Complete 
Pro Fishing Shop

J T o r  d e cad es  the  Blue Fox* Pixie Spoon  and  V ib rax  S p in n e r  have been 
c o n s id e re d  p re c io u s  ntetal in A laska. N ow  the two c o m e  togethei in the 
"A lask a  Surv iva l Kit. a com bination  ot the hottest s izes  and co lo rs  for 
ca tch ing  sa lm on/s loe lhead .  trout,  and grayling. Each  lure has been 
tim e tested. Blue Fox* lures have proven to be the m os t  effective fish 
ca tch ing  lu res  in A laska .
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•  Weighs just 33 lbs. (350 lb. capacity)
•  Good Speed and Tracking
• Good Whitewater Performance
• Packs into One Bag
• Ideal for Wilderness Treks
• Whitewater and Expedition Models:

15*. 16W and 18'
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P.O. Box 700 • Dept. BE 

Enfield, New Hampshire 03748
(603)632-7654
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REACHES THE ALASKA 

MARKET LIKE

MAGAZINE

Alaska* magazine is 
read by 32% of 

the people in Alaska.

Circulation in Alaska 38.406* 
Readers per copy ,. *4 12 *
Total Alaskan readership 158,233 
Alaska's population 400,700
'1. R e a d e rsh ip  .............................. 32*1.
• Ahr Audit lx ji i»h:
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For more information on how 
Alaska' magazine serves the 

lucrative Alaskan market, call our 
advertising department at
(007) 272-6070 or wnte 

Alaska' magazine 
808 E St.. Ste. 200 

Anchorage. AK 99S01

ed  to s ec  s ig n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  In 
th e  m o o s e 's  a c t i v i t y  le v e ls .  .

In a s e p a r a t e  f e e d in g  tr ia l .  b lo loA  
/  g is ts  c h e c k e d  b lo o d  s a m p l e s  o f  f o u r  \  
I t a m e  m o o s e  to  s e e  h o w  t h e i r  e n e r g y  I 
I level Is r e l a te d  lo  w h a t  t i m e  o f  d a \ y  
L th e y  e a t .  /
\  A l th o u g h  th e  MRC c e r t a i n l y  c e n  

te r s  o n  m o o s e - r e l a te d  e x p e r i m e n t s .
It a lso  s e r v e s  a s  a  lo g i s t ic a l  b a s e  
fo r  " n o n - m o o s e "  s t u d i e s .  O n e  
S w e d is h  m a n  u s e d  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  for 
tw o s u m m e r s  w h i le  s t u d y i n g  fo u r  
p a i r s  o f  lo o n s  t h a t  live o n  a  n e a r b y  
lake. A n d  C h u c k  S c h w a r t z  c o n c l u d ­
e d  n in e  y e a r s  o f  w o r k  s t u d y i n g  b la c k  
b e a r s o n  th e  K e n a l  P e n i n s u l a — t h e i r  
m o v e m e n t s ,  h o m e  r a n g e s ,  p o p u l a ­
t io n  a n d  love o f  d e v i l ' s  c lu b .

F r a n z m a n n  s e e s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r k  
a t  th e  MRC a s  v i ta l  to  w ild l i f e  m a n ­
a g e m e n t  In A la s k a .  A n i m a l s  t h e r e  
a r e  o f ten  t e s t  s u b j e c t s  fo r  r e s e a r c h  
th a t  in vo lv es  d e v e lo p i n g  a n d  t e s t i n g  
n e w  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  v e t e r i n a r y  
d r u g s .  T h e  d r u g  Iv e r m e c t i n ,  u s e d  to 
c o u n t e r  o u t b r e a k s  o f  l ice  o n  w o lves ,  
w a s  t c s l e d  h e re ,  a s  w a s  C a r f e n t a n i l .  
w h a t  S c h w a r t z  c a l l s  t h e  " d r u g  o f  
c h o ic e  for  I m m o b i l i z i n g  m o o s e . "  
C u r r e n t  t e s t s  o n  t h e  d r u g  R -51163 
will d e t e r m i n e  if m o o s e  will  r e s p o n d  
a s  well to th e  n e w  t r a n q u i l i z e r  a s  d o  
e lk .  b ig - h o rn  s h e e p  a n d  c a r i b o u ,  

vy u b  v o lu n t e e r s  like C h i e f  a n d 
/ C h a r l i e  t o . h c l o _ r c s c a r c h c r s  j?g.Ucr 

u n d e r s j a n d  h o w  m o o s e  o p e r a t e , 
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  w o r k  a t  t h e  M oo se  
R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  will a id  p o l i c y m a k ­
e r s  w h o  m u s t  d e c i d e  w h e n  a n d  
w h e re  to d e v e lo p  l a n d  a n d  o t h e r  n a t ­
u ra l  r e s o u r c e s ,  y e t  e n s u r e  n a t u r a l  

^ h a b i t a t  for w ild l ife .  £

k.iio'L Lew a20 year Alaskan ana tree lance
*n!er on ouiaoor suD/ecis /ives in Juneau 
.\nee sno is working on a 0ook acoui another 
asce-j; o' ncr ncme state

Homer’s Own
C ontinued  front page 33

It 's  a S a t u r d a y  n ig h t  In F e b ru a r y ,  
a n d  Tom  a n d  h i s  wife. D e b t ,  a r c  c e l e ­
b ra t in g  w i th  f r i e n d s  a t  a  H o m e r  rock  
'n '  roll c l u b  c a l l e d  A l ic e 's  C h a m ­
p a g n e  (M iner.  Most e v e r y o n e  Is o u t  
o n  th e  p ly w o o d  d a n c e  floor, u p  by 
th e  s t a g e  w h e r e  a  loca l  b a n d ,  th e  
R<x-k D o c to r s ,  a r e  b l a s t i n g  o u t  a n  
Klvts C o s te l lo  t u n e .  T o m  t ip s  a s h o t  
ol w h is k e y  a n d  a  b e e r  s e n t  to  th e  
ta b le  by a w e l l -w ish e r .

H e d o e s n ' t  lo o k  a t  a l l  l ike  h e  
s o u n d s ,  or e v e n  h o w  h e  w r i t e s .  " P e o ­
p le  e x p e c t  m e  to  b e  In m y  5 0 s ,  fat 
a n d  ugly." h e  s a y s .  In  rea l i ty ,  h e 's  a  
fit 3 3 -y e a r -o ld  w i th  l o n g l s h  b ro w n  
h a i r  a n d  g r a y - b lu e  e y e s ,  w h o  w e a r s  
w lre - r tm  g l a s s e s ,  a n d  o n  t h i s  o c c a ­
s ion .  l e a t h e r  t e n n i s  s h o e s ,  p le a t e d  
p a n t s  a n d  a t h i n  l e a t h e r  tic.

O n  th e  rad io .  B o d e t t  te l ls  h i s  t a l e s  
In a  slow, folksy, a l m o s t  S o u t h e r n  
d raw l:  olT-mlke. h i s  s p e e c h  Is le s s  
a f fec te d ,  f la t te r ,  s o u n d i n g  m o r e  like 
t h e  M ic h ig a n  n a t iv e  h e  Is.

He d r a g s  o n  a  M a r l b o r o  a n d  
r e a c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  b a r  t a b l e  to  s h a k e  
a  b u d d y ' s  h a n d .

“ W e d i d  t w i c e  a s  g o o d  a s  I 
t h o u g h t  we 'd  d o ."  h e  y e l ls  o v e r  th e  
m u s ic .  " I t ' s  a  w in n e r .  If It d o e s n ' t  go. 
i t 's  n o t  b e c a u s e  w e d i d n ' t  g ive  It o u r  
b e s t . "

B o d e t t  a n d  c r e w  h a d  J u s t  c o m e  
from  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l ' s  M a r in e r  T h e ­
a te r .  w h e r e  t h e y 'd  g iv e n  tw o  p e r f o r ­
m a n c e s  o f  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  a n d  
m u s ic - p l a y in g  to  a  s e l l - o u t  c r o w d  o f  
n e a r l y  1 .000  p e o p le .

“ T h e  E n d  o f  t h e  R o a d  R e v ie w "  
w a s  th e  b ig g e s t  t h i n g  lo  h a p p e n  to 
H o m e r  all  w in te r ,  a n d  It h e ld  p r o m ­
ise for b ig g e r  t h i n g s  In t h e  to w n 's  
fu tu re ,

T h e  sho w , c r e a t e d  by B o d e t t  a n d  
H o m e r  p l a n l s t - c o m p o s e r  J o h n n y  
B u sh e l l .  w a s  a  p i lo t  for a  n a t i o n a l l y  
s y n d i c a t e d  c o  i m e r c l a l  r a d i o  v a r lc -  
tv  s h o w  o r i g i n a t i n g  in  H o m e r  e v e ry  
w eek .

T h e  t a r g e t  d a t e  fo r  t h e  f irs t live 
b r o a d c a s t  f ro m  H o m e r  is  S e p t .  1. 
S t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e ­
ce iv e d  t a p e s  o f  t h e  p i lo t  a n d  B o d e t t  
m a d e  a  s a l e s  p i l c h  to  r a d io  e x e c u ­
tiv e s  w h e n  h e  f lew  to  t h e  N a t io n a l  
A s so c ia t io n  o f  B r o a d c a s t e r s  a n n u a l  
m e e t in g  In L a s  V e g a s  la s t  s p r in g .  
"W c 'rc  g e t t i n g  all g r e e n  l i g h t s . "  h e  
sa id .

D ick B re sc ia ,  a  f o r m e r  C B S  e x e c ­
u t ive  w h o  h e a d s  t h e  N ew  York c o m ­
p a n y  m a r k e t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  p l a n s  
to  l ine u p  a t le a s t  100 s t a t i o n s  to  a i r  
it. Motel 6. n a t u r a l l y  e n o u g h ,  w a s  
th e  first s p o n s o r  to  s ig n .

R e g a r d le s s  If ( h e  s h o w  f l ics  o n  
n a t i o n a l  a i r w a v e s ,  t h e  f o l k s  In 
H o m e r  loved w h a t  t h e y  h e a r d  th a t  
n ig h t .  B o d e t t  to ld  t h e m  In h i s  o p e n ­
in g  r e m a r k s ,  b e fo re  Ih c  t a p e  s t a r t e d  
r u n n i n g ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  a i m i n g  th e  
s h o w  at a  g u y  8 0  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  O m a ­
h a  w h o 's  d r i v in g  h o m e  w i t h  a  six- 
p a c k  o f  b e e r  lo  w a t c h  r e r u n s  o f
"Air."

" W h a t  I w a n t  h i m  l o d o  Is s i :  In h i s  
d r ivew ay ,  a n d  l i s t e n  to  t h e  re s t  o f  th e  
show ." B o d e t t  s a id .

T h e  s h o w  w a s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  r a ­
d io  v a r ie ty  p r o g r a m s  of t h e  1 9 4 0 s .  a  
fo rm a t  r e v iv e d  o n  p u b l i c  r a d i o  In th e  
m id -1 9 7 0 s  by  G a r r i s o n  K e i l lo r 's  "A  
P ra l r lc  H o m e  C o m p a n i o n . "

T h i s  o n e  I n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  o r i g i ­
nal r a g s  a n d  b o o g ie s  b y  B u s h e l l .  a 
lo o s c - jo ln tc d  p i a n o  J o c k e y  w h o s e  
fla i l ing  e lb o w s  a n d  b o u n c i n g  le g s  
kep t Ih c  a u d i e n c e  w o n d e r i n g  If he 'd  
fall off t h e  b e n c h .  B o d e t t  p ro f i le d  a 
few o f  H o m e r ' s  m o r e  c o lo r f u l  c h a r ­
a c te r s .  r o u g h l y  b a s e d  o n  r e a l  to w n s -
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p e o p le ,  w h o 'd  b e  r e g u l a r s  If t h e  s h o w  
Is s y n d i c a t e d .

T h e r e  w a s  T h m e r a  D u P rcv .  th e  
v e g e t a r i a n  a c t i v i s t  w h o 'd  m a k e  g a g ­
g i n g  n o i s e s  If y o u  g o t  In f ro n t  o f  h e r  
a t  t h e  g r o c e r y  w i th  a  p a c k a g e  of 
h a m b u r g e r ;  P a s t o r  F r a n k ,  a  b lack- 
b e l t  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  f r o m  th e  F irs t  
a n d  L a s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  w h o s e  
w ife  g o t  so  u p s e t  a t  a  l e c t u r e  o n  
e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  s h e  p u r s e d  h e r  l ip s  
t o g e t h e r  a n d  d i s l o e a t e d  h e r  Jaw : a n d  
t h e  t o w n ' s  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  m y s t i c .  
Rev. S a p p h i r e ,  w h o  c l a i m s  s p i r i t u a l  
k i n s h i p  w i t h  c o s m i c  d u s t ,  r o c k s  a n d  
t h e  like, h a v i n g  fa l len  o u t  o f  th e  s k y  
a n d  g a t h e r e d  h i m s e l f  u p  o n  t h e  
b e a c h .

C o m p a r i s o n s  b e t w e e n  " E n d  o f  
t h e  R o a d "  a n d  “ A P r a i r i e  H o m e  
C o m p a n i o n ” i r k  B o d e t t .  b u t  t h e y ' r e  
In e v i t a b l e .  B o d e t t  h a s  s o m e  o f  th e  
s a m e  g i f t s  t h a t  m a d e  K eillo r  s u c ­
c e s s f u l .  a n  e a s y  to u c h  In w r i t i n g  a n d  
d e l iv e ry .  O n e  o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  d if fe r ­
e n c e s  is  t h a t  H o m e r ,  u n l i k e  L ak e  
W o b e g o n .  Is a  re a l  p la c e .

" I t ' s  a l l  H o m e r ."  B o d e t t  s a id  a s  
t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  c r o w d  f i l te red  o u t  o f  
t h e  a u d i t o r i u m .  "1 c a n ' t  s a y  it 
e n o u g h .  T h e  s u p p o r t  f ro m  p eo p le  
h e r e  is  u n l i k e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  c a n  
d e s c r i b e . "
.____________ C___
H o m e r  h a s n ' t  a l w a y s  b e e n  B o d e t t 's  
h o m e .

He g r e w  u p  in  S lu r g l s .  M ich . ,  o n e  
o f  f ive b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  a n d  
s p e n t  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  y e a r s  -vres­
i l in g  a n d  w r i t i n g  s e l f -d e s c r ib e d  b a d  
p o e t r y .  A 1 0 7 - p o u n d  l i g h t w e i g h t  
w h o  w a s  c a l l e d  " B o d a "  b y  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  h e  w o r k e d  s u m m e r s  in th e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h ic l e  f a c to ry  a c r o s s  
t h e  b o r d e r  In L a g r a n g e .  Ind .

B o d e t t  w e n t  o n  to  c o l l e g e  at M ic h ­
ig a n  S l a t e  a n d  s p e n t  a  y c a r - a n d -a -  
h a l f  in  t h e  w r i t i n g  p r o g r a m  th e re .

"I w a s  f r u s t r a t e d , "  h e  reca l ls .  "I 
r e a l i z e d  I h a d n ' t  a  d a m n  t h i n g  to sav .
I h a d  n o t h i n g  lo  w r i t e  a b o u t . "

S o  h e  h e a d e d  to w a rd  th e  W est 
C o a s t ,  e a r n i n g  m o n e y  a s  a  c a r p e n ­
te r .  B y  1 976 ,  h e  w a s  w o r k in g  In c a n ­
n e r i e s .  a n d  lo g g i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  
In P e t e r s b u r g ,  a n  I s la n d  to w n  s o u t h  
o f  J u n e a u  in  r a i n y  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
A la s k a .

D u r i n g  h i s  t r a v e ls .  B o d e t t  r e g u ­
la r ly  w r o t e  h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  f r iend .  
D eb t  H o c h s te U e r .  He In v i ted  h e r  to  
P e t e r s b u r g ,  a n d  b e fo re  s h e  r e a l iz e d  
it .  s h e  w a s  a  m a i l - o r d e r  b r id e .

H e re  s h e  w a s .  a n  a r t  t e a c h e r  in a  
s m a l l  f i s h in g  to w n  t h a t  a l r e a d y  h a d  
t h e  o n l y  a r t  t e a c h e r  t h e  s c h o o l s  
n e e d e d .  T h e  p la c e  w a s  n o t h i n g  like 
w h e r e  s h e 'd  c o m e  f ro m . It r a in e d  
all t h e  l i m e — 106 I n c h e s  a  y e a r — 
a n d  t h e  o n l y  r o a d s  w e r e  a r o u n d  
to w n .  In  s ix  m o n t h s ,  t h e  t e a c h i n g  
J o b o p e n c d .  a n d  s h e  to o k  It. B u i  d e e p
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Farming task force 
urges specialization

By BRIAN O’DONOGHUE 
Staff Writer

The future of agriculture in Alas­
ka depends not on seeding big pro­
jects with state dollars, but on tree 
farms, moose ranching and other 
efforts that m arket specialized, 
quality products, according to a 
task force preparing recommenda­
tions for Gov. Walter Hickel.

After months of public hearings 
around the s ta te , H ickel’s 11- 
member task force is nearing com­
pletion of drafting recommenda­
tions on a new state rgriculture 
policy for the 1990s.

During a public hearing Friday 
at the University of Alaska Fair­
banks, a consensus took shape 
within the task force in support of 
tli? following points:

•  Getter marketing efforts are 
needed, possibly in conjunction 
with an improved state inspection 
program.

• The state should continue to 
make land available for farming, 
but in smaller blocks under a varie­
ty of sales conditions and home­
steading options.

•  The L e g is la tu re  needs to 
address problems created by the 
restricted titles conveyed in recent 
agricultural land programs. These 
programs have left farmers depen­
dent on state  loans for develop­
ment,, as, the ag-titles- are  “ not 
bankable,” as.task force chairman., 
Har old. Heinze put.it.,

•  The state should support prac­
tical research, while doing a better 
job of spreading the  news about 
successful products and technolo­
gies.

•  The state needs to assure the 
ava ilab ility  of f arm operating

loans to finance seed, fertilizer or 
other annual purchases.

•  Tree farming and other select, 
forestry programs should be man­
aged as a form of agriculture, giv­
ing farmers on state "ag parcels” 
the option of raising such crops.

•  The task force supports “un­
restricted ownership and domestic 
breeding of all animals, including 
game species.

“That little point there will be 
controversial,” Heinze said, allud­
ing to Fish and Game’s past opposi­
tion to moose farming legislation.

Task force member Mike Schultz 
suggested the recommendations 
should be linked to specific produc­
tion goals. “I thought one of our 
duties would be to set a goal o f  
where we ought to be eight, 10 years 
from now,” said the Delta Junction 
farmer. • . ,

Lt. Gov. Jack Coghill agreed. ‘I 
t hink w e’re  a ll on the  s a m e ;  , 
wavelength of having an- overall' ; 
agriculture policy;”, said Coghill.. ■ 
"That plan has got to be put in there ;! 
someplace.”  . •!

Heinze said he favored moreii. 
general policy statements.

"One of the problems of putting-, •! 
in goals is it sounds like.’the mis-., 
takes of the past,” Heinze said. , “ 
“ Let the raarketplaee control. < 
We’.ve heard a lot from small fami-'* !• 
Iy farms., They’re alive, and well, ;! 
Most of tliem'are jiist telling us to '' •; 

^getoutoC'th^iftjK{?ft«/3/-*,,.***;! !;
'• M em bers'o r& tfrasffforce in-” .!; 
elude Heinze,Coghill; Schultz. Jim ;; 
C a r t e r ,  \ D a v e  W r i g h t ,  Bob 
Havemeister, Rob Sexton, James' • 
Drew, Herb Eckman, Mark Kul-" ; 
stad and Bob Baer.-../ . *“ •
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In  the c o n tin u in g  q u e s f f o r 1 the  /  F o r  the last two species nam ed, It 
wisest and best use o l the lands o f *  would be appropriate to suggest cari- 
Alaska, the idea of m odern gam e r a m * . bou and p erhaps music ox fo r  our 
ching now m e rits  serious consldera-fi.; taiga, m uskeg, b ill and va lley  country . 
lion. G am e ra nc h ing  could have an [' .o f In te rio r A laska,
Im portant role In any reasoned see**,1'"'* 
nario for use of In te rio r A laska lands 
today and tom orrow . . .  * /- •••-■.-■

There are successful models else­
where, notably in  A frica, A ustralia, 
and for a ve ry  long tim e  in  parts of 
Europe. There  is grow ing interest In 
New Zealand and Canada where pre­
lim in a ry  assessments of the practical 
as w ell as the potential are m ost en­
couraging.

Appearing in the M a y  1975 issue of 
(lie Journal of R ange M anagem ent, a 
fine  a rtic le  b y  T c lfe r  and Scotter,
' ‘ P o te n tia l fo r G a m e  R a n c h in g  in  
llo r e a l A spen F o re s ts  o f W e stern  
C a n a d a ," is a n e y e  open erfo rth o se of 
us u n fa m ilia r  w ith  the extensive and 
rapidly grow ing body of professional 
literature on the topic. T he C anada- 
based artic le  is of p articular s ig n ifi­

cance for In te r io r  A laskans w here, 
sim ilar favorable  conditions exist for 
successful g a m e  ra n c h in g  o p e ra ­

tions: larg e acreages of m a rg in a l 

ag ricu ltu ral and fo ic s l lands, w ith  
" s h a llo w  snow  c o v e r, p ro d u c tiv e  
soils, varie ty o f vegetative types, and 
a variety of n a tive  w ild  ungulules, in-
1 »!|(»|ii • . •• u I,'

T e lfe r and Scotter define gam e ra n ­
ching as "th e  keeping of w ild  m a m ­
m a ls , p r in c ip a lly  la rg e  ungulates, 
either in fenced enclosures or under 
close surveillanc e, so that e ffic ient 
s y s te m a tic  h a rv e s tin g  of m e a t is 
possible. T he a n im a ls  thus kept in 

sem i-dom estication m ay be cither ex­
otic or native species, but gam e ra n ­
ching usually refers to the la tte r ."

In  Its broad application gam e ra n ­
ching has been practiced extensively 
for years in  the Low er 16: F o r e x a m ­
ple, pheasant fa rm s  In Ihc M idw est, 
quail and w ild  turk e y p riv a 'e  gam e

Creserves in the Southeast and South, 
ison, elk, and antelope projects in 

M ontana and W yom ing , some under 
jo in t  p u b lic /p r iv a te  sta te-of-the-art 
m anagem ent practices.

In  the last h a lf dozen years gam e 

ranching in the fo rm  of aquaculture 
featuring both public and p riva te ly  f i ­

nanced salm on and trout hatcheries 
lias rejuvcnutcd a d im in ishing  fishing 
Industry, as w ell as greatly im proved 

increasingly popular sports fishing in 
Alaskan waters. A most d ram atic  In ­
stance of successful big-scule gam e
rnnrldiu* ic r<f

51*:̂ V-i,"I*/-'' •. V
■ .v 'i\ , • j  • :

J W i l l i a m  It.
j Wo Oil ' t

■

consi

Views expressed here do not necesstrlly 
represent those of the Dtlly NcwsMlner

of L ake M ic h ig a n  from  the status of 
the d yin g  to th a t of the vigo ro usly  
alive. The successful transplanting of 
A la s k a  s i lv e r  s a lm o n , “ C o h o s ,"  
turned the trick. Both sport fishing 
and co m m e rcial fishing w ere never 
as good at any tim e  in h istory as they 
are now in Lake M ichigan.

E a rlie r  this year a realistic and e x ­
citing proposal for the introduction of 
g am e ra nch ing  in  In te r io r  A la ska , 
featuring  bison (our beloved and be­
rated D ella  b uffa lo ), moose, caribou, 
and possibly m usk ox, was m ade by 
Dud and M a rth a  H elincricks of F a ir ­
banks, long-tim e, w ell-know n authors 

and A rc tic  consultants. F o r  m a n y  
years they have lived w ith the ir three 

sons, one now a Rhodes Scholar at O x ­
ford after graduating fro m  Lathrpp 
H ig h  w ith  honors in  1976, in  th e ir  
headquarters hom e at the m outh of 
the C o lv ille  R iv e r  on the coast of the

g uid ing, fly in g , A rc tic  engineering  
and in form ation  services w hile  study­
ing the H igh North and w riting  about 

it  successfully.
H a rm o n  “ B u d "  Ilc lm e r ic k s  and 

M artha are prom inent pioneers of the 
last half of the 20th century. H is " L a s i 
Of the Bush P ilo ts" has been h ighly 
ucclaiined by the general public as 
w ell as the Arctic buffs.

T h e  Ilc lm e ric k s* proposal, which 
has been subm itted to state a d m in is ­
trative  and legislative leaders and to 
U niversity  of Alaska agricu lture and 
w i ld l i f e  m a n a g e m e n ts  e x p e r ts ,  
should be given the closest scrutiny 
and serious consideration for accom ­
plishm ent during the 1903 leg isla tive 
session.

Setting aside in some appropriate 
m an ner m a rg in a l a g ric u ltu ra l and 
forest lands of Interior A laska for a 
pilot gam e ranching project of 25,000 
io  30,000 acres, ap proxim ately 40 to 50 
square m iles, makes good sense The 
first effort m ight w ell be in the D elta 
area as a com plem entary u nd ertak­

in g  lo  the  a g r ic u ltu r e  p ro je c t. A 

second m igh t be planned jo in tly  w ith 
Ihc Ncnuna agriculture proposul.

G am e ranching is com patib le  w ith 
Hie m ultip le -usc p rinc ip le  of sound 
lund utilization. In addition to scien­
tific a lly  m anaged w ild life  enhance-
. ..t.I ral.l * It • I •* lllllllli l

and w inter recreation outlets arc prt 
vidcd, from  an opportunity for torn 
ists actually to see big gam e anim al 
of A laska in their natural habitat l> 
skiing and other w inter sports for n  
sidents.

There are. of course, m any qucs 
tions lo be raised and answered, posi 

live  and constructive view points to l> 
discussed, in order that appropriate 
action can be taken on a sound basi 
during the I9U3 session in Juneau.

G am e ranching for Interior Alask. 
is a w orthw hile idea whose tim e  ha: 

come. In  a subsequent artic le  let' 
take a look together at some of th 
aspects of gam e ranching that wool 
be of particular interest to resident 
of the area. T yp ic a lly  some ol dies 
interests m ay he in conflict, perhap 
in most cases iro m  lack of basic u 
form ation.

F ortu na te ly  we have availab le  t 
a ll of us the good counsel of wch 
in fo rm e d  and experienced special 
ized talent, such as that of Bud an 
M artha H elm cricks. We need not vei. 
lure alone into the dark on yet anodic 

wild-goose chase as we address a (ui 
d a m c nta l fact of life : that idle n  
s o u rc e s  a rc  a lu x u r y  no people 
h ow ever r ic h ly  endowed, can Ion, 
afford, Let's put "our lands whereon 
dead lie  burie d" to sensible good us,, l-r i

EB
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Alaska could benefit from game ranching
(X A laska w ilderness  and  wildlife, 

d a t i v e  to the r e s t  of the  nation , there  
s  a v e ry  g re a t  a m o u n t .  E m p ty  lands? 
'Jot necessarily.^
; After Ihc la rg e  a c r e a g e  t r a n s f e r s '  
m lhorlzcd u n der  the  h is toric  land  set- 
le incn t  ac t  have  been  accom plished , 
h e  s ta te  of A laska will own about 104. 
nillion ac re s ,  about 28 p e rcen t  of t h e ; 
otal A laska land  m a s s ;  A laska  N a ­
ive people will own an  additional 44 • 
n illion a c r e s ,  about 12 p e rc en t ,  o r  ; 
•onghly & of all A laska. T o g e th e r  t h e .: 
ion-federal lands  will r e p re se n t  a  bit 
i io re  than  two-fifths o r  40 p e rcen t  o f /  
h e  total. T he  federa l  g o v ern m en t will 
e t a i n  o w n e r s h ip  of n e a r ly  th ree -  
iflhs o r  60 percen t  of A laskan  lands. 

This v as t  a c re a g e  a p p a re n t ly  is de- 
l icaled alm ost en tire ly  to w ilderness  
md wildlife purposes.  Initially  a f te r  
ra n s fc r  m uch  of the land in N ative 
ir iva tc  ow nership  will r e m a in  essen- 
iully w ilderness  with m in im u m  use 
>y |icople. Of t h e s ta l e 's  portion, ncar-  
y % has been classif ied for fish and 
vildlife. A tiny am oun t h a s  been clus- 
.ified for ag r icu l tu re ,  about 2 p e rcen t ,  
md only 16 percen t for co m m erc ia l  
c re s t ry  production. ,

T hen  an inescapable  fundum cntu l 
op priority  question  fac ing  all Alas- 
tans ,  including N ative  A laskan  c o m ­

m unities ,  is working out som e r e a s o n ­
ab le  ba lan ce  In the use  of their  lands.

To re so lv e  the  fu n d a m e n ta l  "A ll 
A la sk a "  question will ta k e jp o re  than  

. em otiona l ism , fijedddlfologies of any  
e x t r e m e ,  and selfish specialized in- 

' le re s ts ,  how ever a t t ra c t iv e  out of con- 
tex t ,  o r  in isolation from  considcra- 

' lion of Lite genera l  good.
‘ Any accep tab le  resolution will re ­
q u ire  a painfully rea l is t ic  a sse ssm en t  
of po tentia l land re so u rce  uses, c r e a ­

t i v e  c o n c ep ts  for im m e d ia te ,  mid- 
' t e rm ,  and  long-range uses tha t  fit into 
• a  reason ed  and  well ba lanced  design 

for utilization. T ru ly  this  is a p rocess  
without e n d —so  long a s  the h u m an  
m in d  a n d  s p r i l t  p r e v a i l  on e a r t h .  
T h e re  is no quick fix in prospect.

Given the above, is there  a  com- 
m on-sense  approach  lo bringing Alas­
k a n  w ilderness  and wildlife into g r e a ­
te r  production for the  benefit of r e s i ­
d en ts  in an  all inclusive sense?  T ha t  
is  w h a t  o u r  e n d le s s  q u e s t  fo r  an  
an sw e r  lo our land issue is all about.

T h e  goal of leaving o place b e t te r  
th an  we found it, over-simplified for 
c lp r ity ,  exemplif ies  hu sbandry -a t  Its- 
bcs l  of the na tu ra l  resources  a v a i l ­
ab le  to us, in rea l i ty  m ere ly  lent to us 
fo r  a brief time.

F o r  som e of the s t a te ' s  m arg in a l

tVilficitta It.  
lVootl

Views etpressed here do no I necesstrlly 
represent those olthe Dtlly News-Mlner

lan d s ,  inc lu d ing  p r iv a te  o w n ersh ip  
la n d s ,  g a m e  ra n c h in g  ho lds  m u c h  
p ro m ise .  It m a y  offer the  soundest  
a p p r o a c h  to  b r in g in g  a p o r t io n  of 
A laskan  w ild e rness  and wildlife into 
g r e a t e r  p ro d u c t io n  to e n h a n c e  the  
s ev e ra l  "good l i fe"  styles we enjoy in 
the North.

A stron g  c a se  can  be m a d e  for g am e  
ran c h in g  in A laska ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in 
the  In te r io r ,  hut also in S outhcen tra l  
and  sou thw es te rn  and northw es te rn  
a re a s .  In  S ou theas t  Alaska the g a m e  
ra n c h in g  princ ip le  a lready  is being 
used  successfu l ly  in the fishing indus­
try .  T h e  good c a se  for can  be spelled 
out read i ly  in outl ine from successful 
g a m e  ranch ing  operations elsewhere. 
Such ex jw ricnce  and  sta te-of-the-art 
p ra c t ic e s  m us t  be exam ined  closely

in re lation to the p a r t ic u la r  A laska  
project o r  se r ies  of p ro jec ts  th a t  u n ­
doubtedly will be p roposed this y e a r  
and subsequently .  '

For discussion, lo w hom  does A la s ­
ka  s ta te  w ilderness  wildlife belong? 
All of us? Then  how can  we best p r e ­
serve  it and  inc rease  its p roductiv i ty  
in m u l t ip le  w a y s  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  
good?

How c a n  a r e a so n a b le  port ion  of 
Alaska s t a te  and  p r iv a te  lands  be se t  
aside for g a m e  ranch ing ,  beginning 
perhaps  with a  pilot p ro jec t  o r  two?

T h ere  a r e  se v e ra l  ty p es  of g a m e  
ra n c h in g  o p e ra t io n s ,  inc lud ing  bu t  
not l im i te d  to :  those  g o v e rn m e n t -  
opera ted  for p rese rv a t ion  of sp ec ies  
and  to u r ism ,  with cull ing  of h e r d s  
0|>en for rec rea t iona l  hunting , inc lud­
ing trophy taking, on a l im ited  ;>crmit 
bas is ;  p r iv a te  c lub-type o p e ra t io n s  
with access  limited  to m e m b e rs  and  
their  guests only; and  p r iv a te  o p e r a ­
t ions  fo r  p ro f i t ,  f e a t u r i n g  a w id e  
range of incom e-producing poss ib il i­
ties, from m e a l  production and  t r o ­
phy  t a k in g  lo  g e n e r a l  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
s i g h t s e e i n g ,  p i c t u r e  t a k i n g ,  a n d  
esthetic  fulfil lment to be derived  fro m  
wilderness and  wildlife.

P a r a m o u n t  fo r  c o n s id e r a t io n  of 
continued success  for p r iv a te  e n te r ­

prise  gom e r. nching is not only tin 
p reserva tion  but the en h an cem en t  ol 
scientif ic  p r inc ip les  of both wilder 
ness and wildlife. A ttem pts  at "ex 
ploitatlon for profit on ly" a r e  doomci 
to fail prom ptly . An enlightened, well 
i n f o rm e d  p eop le  will no t lo le rn l t  
them .

To what extent might limited gann  
ranching, especially  in In ter io r  Alas 
k a ,  r e l i e v e  p r e s s u r e  u p o n  o lh c i  
w ilderness  lands and  the ir  wildlife 
T ha t p re s su re  is building up  d ra m a t i  
ca lly .  In p a r t ic u la r ,  m igh t a gann  
ranch ing  pilut pro jec t  fea tu ring  [Jell: 
buffulo se rve  m ore  th an  one good pm 
pose, including resolution of the pro 
sent f a r m e r  vs. buffalo conflict in tin 
D elta  a g r ic u l tu r a l  a r e a ?  Uolh/arn 
r a th e r  than  either/or.

L e t ' s  th in k  th is  g a m e  ra n c h in i  
prospect th rough together begmnmi 
w i th  a p o s i t i v e  a n d  c o n s t ru c t iv e  
a n a ly s is  of possib il it ies as  well a 
p roblem s. L e t 's  reason  tog e th e r  am 
act sensibly for the g enera l  good with 
out political postur ing  o r  attcmple- 
manipu la t ion . Is this too m u ch  to asl 
in face  of the  n u m b e r  one  priori! 
b a s i c  i s s u e  of l a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  u 
A laska?

T h ere  is u rg en t  necess ity  here  Ilia 
d em a n d s  im m ed ia te  a tten tion .


