


SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR SENATE BILL 325
An Act relating to taking of antlerless moose

Senate Bill 325 was introduced by request to repeal AS 16.05.780 relating to 
prohibitions on the taking of antlerless moose.

State statute prohibits the taking of antlerless moose except that antlerless 
moose may be taken only under regulations adopted by the Board of Game. 
Each year the Board of Game must reauthorize hunts for antlerless moose in 
every game management unit where the hunt may take place. Prior to 
allowing for the taking of antlerless moose in a specific year, ADF&G must 
recommend the season in specified game management units or subunits or 
a portion of a unit or subunit be opened that year, based on biological 
evidence.

Before the Board may act on the taking of antlerless moose in a specific area, 
a majority of active local advisory committees for that unit or subunit must 
have recommended an opening for that year A majority of the members of 
each of the committees must have voted in the affirmative. Proposals must 
then be submitted every year in order for the BOG to authorize an antlerless 
moose hunt. If an advisory committee does not meet and does not vote on 
such a hunt, they are out of luck until the following year.

There was a specific problem at the last Board of Game meeting dealing with 
antlerless moose when several advisory committees did not meet, so the 
board members could not concur with the continuation of the hunt. As a 
. ^sult the Department of Fish and Game had to cancel the cow moose hunt.

SB 325 would repeal the statutory requirement that every antlerless moose 
hunt be reviewed by the Board of Game every year. With passage of this 
legislation, advisory committees would still be allowed to make 
recommendations to the Board of Game regarding these hunts, working 
through the regulatory orocess every two years. In the meantime, if there is 
a specific biological problem, it can be addressed by the advisory committee 
or the Department of Fish and Game. The department also still has 
Emergency Order authority if it appears any of the resources is facing a 
biological problem.

Repeal of the statute would leave the regulation of antlerless moose hunts in 
the hands of the Board of Game. It would also provide a saving of resources 
in terms of time and funds spent on reauthorizing these hunts every year.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



Unit 1(D) Oct .  1-Oct.  1 5 
(Subs is tence  hun t  only)

No o pe n  s e a s o n

1 bull with spike-fork 
ant lers  or 50 - inch  ant le rs  
or antlers  w i th  3 or m ore  
brow t ines on on e  s ide by 
Tier II s u b s i s t e n c e  hunt ing 
permit only; up  to  2 0 0  
permits m a y  be i ssued

PROBLEM: This  s t a t u s  quo proposal  is n e c e s s a r y  to  a c c o m m o d a t e  c o w  m o o s e  hun t ing  in 
Berners Bay. The  s t r a teg ic  m o o s e  m a n a g e m e n t  plan for Berners  Bay calls for a p o s t - h u n 1- 
m o o se  popu la t ion of 9 0  m o o se .  Fall 1 9 9 2  s u rv e y s  e n u m e r a t e d  8 3  m o o s e ,  indicating t h a t  a s  
many  as  1 5 0  m o o s e  m a y  be p re se n t  in the  hu n t  a re a .  The  bull to  c o w  rat io ( 2 3 :1 0 0 )  f rom 
th a t  survey  ind ica ted  th a t  the  c o w  s e g m e n t  of t h e  popula t ion  c a n  and  should  be h a r v e s t e d  
to curtail popula t ion  g row th .  The calf to c o w  rat io in t h a t  su rve y  w a s  1 3 : 1 0 0 ,  lower t h a n  the  
2 5 : 1 0 0  called for in the  plan. All h un te r s  (eight bulls an d  s e v e n  co w s )  w e r e  s u c c e s s fu l  in t h e  
1 9 9 3  hunt.  The  m o o s e  plan calls for 30  h u n te r - d a y s  a nd  10 hun ter s ;  fall of 1 9 9 3  s a w  15 
hunter s  e x p e n d  3 6  hun te r  days ,  t hus  exceed ing  t h e s e  objec t ives .

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? T he  populat ion will c on t inue  to  g row  an d  could 
exceed  carrying c a p a c i ty  of the  habi ta t .  The  h a r v e s t  of m o o s e  in Berners  Say will be 
rest ric ted t o  bulls.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunte rs  will have  m ore  oppor tun i ty  to hu n t  m o o s e .  The  m o o s e  
populat ion will bene fi t  from ei ther- sex  h a rv e s t s  t h a t  will b a lance  the  herd.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED: None.

PROPOSED BY: Alaska D e pa r tm en t  of Fish an d  G a m e  (HQ-94-G-144)

PROPOSAL 3 5  - 5 AAC 8 5 .0 4 5 ( 4 ) .  HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR
MOOSE. R eau tho r izes  an t le r le ss  m o o s e  s e a s o n  in Unit 6(A), w e s t  of Suckl ing Hills.

Units and Bag Limits

Res iden t  
Open  S e a s o n  
( S u b s i s t e n c e  and  
General  Hunts)

Nonres id en t  
O pen  S e a s o n

Unit 6(A), t h a t  portion w e s t  
of Suckling Hills

S e p t .  1-Oct .  5 
(General  hun t  only)

Se p t .  1-Oct.  5

1 m oose  by pe rm i t  only; up to 
30  antlered m o o s e  m ay  be taken

3 0
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by regis tra tion pe rmit  only 
and up to  3 0  d raw in g  pe rmits  
will be i ssued  for an t l e r le ss  
m o o se

PROBLEM: Ant le r less  m o o s e  s e a s o n s  m u s t  be reauthorized annually. Cont inuat ion  of an 
ant l er l ess  s e a s o n  is r e c o m m e n d e d  to promote  populat ion stabili ty. The desirable  pos t -h u n t  
populat ion is 2 5 0 - 3 5 0 .  A c e n s u s  during D e c e m be r  1 9 9 2  e s t im a ted  2 9 5  m o o se ,  wi th  3 6  
c a lves  (1 2 % ) .  Repor te d  h a rv e s t  during fall 1 9 9 3  w a s  21 an t le red  and  5 an t le r le ss  m o o s e .  
Prior t o  1 9 9 2 ,  w e  felt  t h e  m o o s e  populat ion w a s  to o  high in relation to  the  a m o u n t  of food 
available.  E s t im a te s  of total  num ber s  ranged  up to  4 8 0 .  Either s e x  ha rv e s t s  of 55 ,  8 9  and  
8 0  during 1 9 9 0 - 9 2  w e r e  e n c o u ra g e d  to  reduce  th e  population to  its curren t  size. Maintaining 
n u m b er s  within t h e  des irable  range  will likely require  con t inued  ha rves t  of an t le r l ess  m o o s e .

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Hunting opportuni ty  will be lost.  Desired 
win te r  populat ion size m a y  be e x c e e d e d ,  resul ting in d a m a g e  to  the  winter  range .

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Individuals w h o  hun t  an t le r l ess  m oose  in Unit 6(A), w e s t  of 
Suckl ing Hills.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? People w h o  are opp o s e d  to  ant l er l ess  m o o se  hunt ing.  

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? None.

PROPOSED BY: A laska  D e p a r tm en t  of Fish and  G a m e  (H Q -94-G -112)

PROPOSAL 36 - 5 AAC 8 5 .0 4 5 ( 4 ) .  HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR
MOOSE.
6(A).

Reau thor izes  and  s h o r t e n s  the  an t l e r l e ss  m o o se  s e a s o n  in the  remainde r  of Unit

Units and  Bag Limits 

Remainder  of Unit 6(A)

1 m o o s e : h o w e v e r ,  ant le r l ess  
m o o s e  m a y  be t a k e n  only from 
Nov. 1 5-Dec.  31

Resident  
Open  S e a s o n  
(Subs is t ence  and 
General  Hunts)

Sep t .  1-Dec. 31 
(General Hunt  oniy)

N cnres iden t  
Open S e a s o n

Sept. 1-Dec. 31

PROBLEM: Ant le r less  m o o s e  s e a s o n s  m u s t  be reauthorized annual ly . A sho r t e n e d  an t l e r le ss  
s e a s o n  for 1 9 9 4  is r e c o m m e n d e d .  Over the  pa s t  3  years ,  ha rve s t  reduced  the  populat ion  to  
a des ired pos t -hun t  level of 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 .  Antler less  t ak e  should cont inue ,  but  a t  a r educ e d  level.
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to  help stabi lize  n u m ber s .  A c e n s u s  during J a n u a r y  1 9 9 3  indicated a populat ion of 4 1 6  
m o o s e ,  w i th  3 2  ca lves  (8%) .  P o s t -hun t  populat ion in 1 9 9 3  w a s  probably 3 8 0 .  E s t im a te s  of 
total  n u m b e r s  prior t o  1 9 9 3  ranged  up to  5 1 5 .  Reported ha rves t  of an t l e red  and  an t le r le ss  
m o o s e  during 1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 3  w a s  2 5  an d  8,  3 5  and  16 ,  and  4 0  and  2 4  (preliminary).

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IS NOTHING IS DONE? The  populat ion will no t  s tabi lize a t  t h e  desired 
level,  and  hunt ing  oppor tuni ty  will be lost .

W HO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? People  w h o  favor  stabilizing the  popula t ion  to  provide 
m ax im u m  hun t ing opportuni ty .

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Individuals w h o  are  opp o se d  to  an t l e r l e ss  m o o s e  hunt ing.  

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Closure of the  an t le r le ss  s e a s o n .

PROPOSED BY: Alaska D e p a r tm e n t  of Fish an d  G a m e  (H Q -94-G -111)

PROPOSAL 37 - 5  AAC 8 5 . 0 4 5 ( 4 ) .  HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE. 

R eau thor izes  t h e  an t l e r l e ss  m o o s e  s e a s o n  in Unit 6(B).

Resident  
O pen  S e a s o n  
(Su b s i s t en c e  and 

Units and  Bag Limits General  Hunts)

Unit 6(B) Aug.  2 7 - S e p t .  3 0
(General hun t  only)

1 m o o s e  by permit  only; up 
to  3 0  an t l e red  m o o s e  m a y  be 
t a k e n  by regis t ra t ion permit 
only and  up  to  3 0  d rawing 
permits  will be i s sued  for 
a n t l e r le ss  m o o s e .

PROBLEM: Ant le r les s  m o o s e  s e a s o n s  m u s t  be reauthorized annually . Cont inuat ion  of an 
an t l e r le ss  s e a s o n  is r e c o m m e n d e d  to  p r o m o te  populat ion stabili ty. The  des ir ab le  pos t-hunt  
populat ion is 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 .  C e n s u s e s  during J a n u a r y  and  D ecem ber  1 9 9 2  e s t i m a t e d  311  and  3 2 7  
m o o s e ,  w i th  51 (1 6 % )  and  5 7  (1 7 % )  ca lves .  Repor ted  ha rves t  of an t l e red  and  an t le r less  
m o o s e  during 1 9 9 2 - 9 3  w a s  2 8  an d  13,  an d  27  and  16. Minimum bul l /cow rat io during 
D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 2  w a s  likely 1 9 : 1 0 0 .

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Hunting oppor tun i ty  will be lost .  Desired 
win te r  popu la t ion size m a y  be e x c e e d e d ,  resul ting in d a m a g e  to  the  w in te r  range .

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Individuals w h o  hunt  an t le r less  m o o s e  in Unit 6(B).

Nonres id en t  
O p e n  S e a s o n

No o pe n  s e a s o n




