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H o n o ra b le  M ike M i l l e r  
C h a irm an
S e n a te  R e s o u rc e s  C om m ittee 
A la s k a  s t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  AX 99801-1182

R e; S B -1 5 9 , M u l t ip le  Use a A d m in is t r a t iv e  M in e ra l  C lo s u r e s  o f  
, A re a s  L a r g e r  Than 600 A cres

D ean S e n a to r  M i l l e r ,

I  am w r i t i n g  on  b e h a l f  o f  th e  A lask a  M in e rs  A s s o c ia t io n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a te  B i l l  
1 5 9 . Tho p r a c t i c e  o f  c lo s in g  S t a t e  la n d s  t o  m in e ra l  e n t r y  and  m in e r a l  l e a s i n g  
i s  a  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  and wa h e a r t i l y  e n d o rs e  t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  w ould  p l a c e  some 
r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  N a tu r a l  R e s o u rc e s  t o  
make a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m in e ra l  c l o s u r e s .

T h e re  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  m echanism s by  w h ich  s t a t e  la n d s  ca n  b e  c lo s e d  tc . m in e r a l  
e n t r y  an d  m in e r a l  l e a s i n g .  F i r s t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  p a s s  b i l l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
S t a t e  p a r k s ,  r e f u g e s ,  s a n c t u a r i e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s ,  e t c .  and  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  
t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  c lo s e d  t o  m in e ra l  e n t r y .  To d a t e ,  m ore t h a t  3 .2  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  
h a v e  b e e n  c lo s e d  t c  m in e ra l  d ev e lo p m en t by L e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  T h is  a u t h o r i t y  
a n d  p r e r o g a t i v e  i s  v e ry  r i g h t l y  h e ld  by  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

The o eco n d  m echanism  f o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  m in e ra l  d ev e lo p m e n t i s  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
T i t l e  16 by  ADFSC t o  a r e a s  w here  f i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c e s  may b e  a f f e c t e d .  The 
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  T i t l e  16 a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  a c t i v i t i c o  on  S t a t e  l a n d s ,  n o t  j u s t  
m in in g ,  an d  g iv e s  th e  ADF&G a u t h o r i t y  t o  in s u r e  t h a t  f i s h e r i e s  a r e  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  
a f f e o t e d .

The t h i r d  m echan ism  i s  th e  u s a  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  by  t h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  
N a tu r a l  R e s o u rc e s .  From th e  t im e  o f  s ta te h o o d  u n t i l  th o  m id o r  l a t e  1 9 7 0 'a ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  o f  la n d  t o  m in e ra l  e n t r y  and m in in g  w ere l i m i t e d  t o  640 
a c r e s  (o n o  s e c t i o n )  o r  l e c o .  Then came a a e r i e s  o f  DNR c o m m is s io n e rs  who c lo s e d  
l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  s t a t e  la n d s  t o  m in e ra l  e n t r y  w ith  l i t t l e  o r  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  The 
s t a t u t e  r e q u i r e s  a  " f i n d in g  o f  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y "  b u t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  b r o a d ly  
i n t e r p r e t e d  an d  a b u s e d . T hese  c lo s u r e s  w ere  o f t e n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s t a t e  A re a  P la n s  
d e v e lo p e d  b y  DNR w ith  m ass iv e  p r e s s u r e  from  g ro u p s  and a g e n c ie s  t h a t  w a n te d  t o  
c l o s e  S t a t e  la n d s  t o  d e v e lo p m e n t. To add  i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y ,  some o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c lo s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  w ere  a c t u a l l y  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  
b a c a u a e  o f  t h e i r  m in e ra l  p o t e n t i a l .

The e n c lo s e d  A ppend ix  A l i s t s  soma ex am p les  w here e x c e s s iv e  m in e r a l  c l o s u r e s  h av e  
b e e n  im p le m e n te d  u n d e r  s t a t e  a r e a  p la n s  w i th o u t  L e g is la t iv e )  a c t i o n .  In  e a c h  o f  
t h e o e  e x a m p le s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c lo s u r e s  w ere  U3ed t o  c l o s e  a re a 3  t h a t  c o u ld  h av e  
b e e n  r e a t r i c t a d  on a  caBQ by c a so  b a s i s  u n d e r  T i t l e  16 r a t h e r  th a n  s im p ly  p l a c i n g  
t h e ' a r e a  t o t a l l y  o f f  l i m i t s .  S t a t s  a g e n c ie s  and  th e  i n d u s t r y  can  w ork  o u t  
p o t e n t i a l  p ro b le m s  on a  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  b a s i s .  H ow ever, s u c h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c l o s u r e s  w i l l  mean t h a t  many co m p an ies  w i l l  s im p ly  n o t  go  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  
e x p l o r e  and  t h e  m in e r a ls  w i l l  n e v e r  bo fo u n d .

I  w o u ld  6 t r e a s  t h a t  t h e  need  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  i s  n o t a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c u r r e n t  A d m in i s t r a t io n .  The H ic k e l A d m in is t r a t io n  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  m in e r a l

LETTERS OF SUPPORT
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c l o s u r e s  i n  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  t h a t  was e n v is io n e d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  S ta te h o o d .  I f  we 
c o u ld  b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  w ould c o n t in u e  i n  f u t u r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  
th e n  t h e r e  w ould  be no need  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H ow ever, t h a t  c a n n o t  be  
a o c u re d  and  l e g i s l a t i o n  l i m i t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  by t h e  DNR i s  t h e r e f o r e  
n e c e s s a r y .

Xhe c h a l l e n g e  i s  t o  t i g h t e n  t h e  r u l e s  on DNR w ith o u t  m aking i t  im p o s s ib le  t o  make 
c l o s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  l e g i t i m a t e  and j u s t i f i a b l e .  We n eed  t o  s to p  m a s s iv e  m in e r a l  
c l o s u r e s  an d  s t i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n t w i l l  n o t  be  to o  r e s t r i c t i v e  f o r  
DNR t o  do  i t s  jo b  p r o p e r l y .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  by l i m i t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  
t o  640 a c r e s  SB-159 m akes th e  n e c e s s a ry  c h a n g e s . T h is  l i m i t  d o o s n o t  a p p ly  w hore  
m in e r a l  o lo c u rc o  a r e  made f o r  la n d  d i s p o s a l s  o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  p o r t s ,  
a i r p o r t s ,  r o a d s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  p i p e l i n e s ,  and  p o w e r l in e s .

In  c o n c lu s io n ,  th e  c h a n g es  p ro p o se d  in  t h i s  b i l l  a r e  n eed ed  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  
p ro b le m  o f  ax c eaG iv e  c l o s u r e s  o f  la n d s  t o  m in e ra l  e n t r y ,  and  a t  t h e  same t im e  
i n s u r e  t h a t  l e g i t i m a t e  c l o s u r e s  a r e  a llo w e d  in  a  way t h a t  i s  e f f i c i e n t  - f o r  DNR. 
I f  t h i s  l a t t e r  p a r t  was n o t  in c lu d e d ,  s t a t e  la n d  d i s p o s a l s  and  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
p r o j e c t s  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  in d iv id u a l  a p p ro v a l  by th e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h is  w o u ld  b e  
v e r y  cum bersom e and  i n e f f i c i e n t .

T hank  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S te v e n  C. .B o r e l l ,  P .E  
E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r

e n c lo s u r e

c c :  S e n a to r  S te v e  Fran}:
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A ppendix  A

E x am p le s  o f  m in e ra l  c l o s u r e s  im p lem en ted  u n d e r s t a t e  a r e a  p l a n s .

1 . T an a n a  B a s in  A rea  P la n

-  7 i 600 a c r e s  a lo n g  th e  N enana R iv e r  from  Rex t o  H e a ly .

-  2 1 ,4 4 0  a c r e s  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  F ie ld in g  L ak e .

2 .  N o r th w e s t  A rea  P la n

-  3 ,0 7 0  a c r e s  a lo n g  12 s t re a m s  in c lu d in g  a 200 f o o t  u p la n d  b u f f e r  on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  s t r e a m s .

3 .  B r i r t o l  Bay A rea  P la n

-  A p p ro x im a te ly  2 1 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  c lo s e d  a lo n g  64 s t re a m s  w i th  a 2C0 f o o t  
u p la n d  b u f f e r  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  th o  s t r e a m s .  T h ese  c l o s u r e s  w e re  made 
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  th e  f a c t s  t h a t :  t h e  a r e a s  w are n o t  o f  h i g h e s t  f i s h e r i e s  
v a l u e ;  T i t l e  16 a u t h o r i t y  c o u ld  have b ee n  u s e d  t o  p la c o  n e c e s s a r y  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  c e r t a i n  p e r io d s  o f  th e  y e a r ;  t h e  a r e a  was known m in e r a l  
t e r r a i n .  To q u o te  from  t h e  B r i s t o l  Bay p la n s

"The s t re a m s  c lo s e d  to  new m in e ra l  e n t r y  by  t h e  p la n  a r e  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  th a  m o st p r o d u c t iv e  from  a f i s h e r y  s t a n d p o i n t .  T hey a c e  
h o w ev er, t h e  s t r e a m s  moot l i k o l y  t o  e n c o u n te r  m in in g  p r e s s u r e  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  w i th in  o r  n e a r  i d e n t i f i e d  m in e r a l  
t e r r a i n s , n

4 .  Kuskokwim A rea  P la n

-  3 ,9 1 7  a c r e s  c lo s e d  a lo n g  4 9 9 .4  m i le s  Of 3 trea m n  in c lu d in g  a 50 f o o t  
u p la n d  b u f f e r  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m s .

5 . C o p p e r R iv e r  B a9 ln  A rea P la n

-  1 0 8 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  c lo c c d  a lo n g  24 r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s ,  and  la k e 3 i n c l u d i n g  a  200 
f o o t  u p la n d  b u f f e r  on  e i t h e r  s id o  o f  th e  s t r e a m s .
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M arch 19, 1993

Senator Steve Frank 
S tate Senate 
S tate  Capitol 
Juneau, A laska  99801

D ear Senator Frank:

On behalf o f U sibelli C oal M ine, Inc., I w ould  like to o ffe r support for passage o f  
SB 159. T he bill w ill assure that c losure  o f large ac reag e’s o f  state  lands w ill no t be done 
w ithout the review  and consen t o f  the legislature. T his w ill sa tisfy  bo th  the sp irit and 
in ten t o f A laska’s m ultip le-use statutes.

A s w e look to the fu ture, m ain tain ing  a land base fo r m ultip le -use  including 
m ineral developm ent w ill be  critical to the s ta te ’s econom ic health . Passage o f  SB 159 
w ill be an im portan t step in  assuring our m ultip le-use lands rem ain  availab le for 
econom ic developm ent.

John S im s
V ice P resid en t M arketing

JS/m e



C h a rle s  B. G re e n  
P.O . Box 71805 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

March 19, 1993

Senator S teve F rank 
S tate Senate 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska  99801

D ear Senator Frank:

I w ould  like to express m y appreciation tc  you  and to your co-sponsors fo r 
in troducing SB 159 and w ould  like to o ffer support fo r its passage.

A s a  m em ber o f the A laska M inerals C om m ission and a  20 year residen t o f the 
state w ho has been invo lved  in m ining  and resource developm ent for m ost o f  that tim e, 1 
cannot over em phasize the im portance o f  m ain tain ing  a true m ultip le-use land base. T h is 
is especially  im portan t a t a tim e w hen there w ill be  increasing  pressure to res tric t and 
close A laska’s federal lands to m ineral developm ent.

T he econom ic benefits o f m ineral developm ent w ill becom e increasingly  
im portant to A lask a’s econom y. It is critical that c losures to m ineral developm en t should  
be m inim ized and only be  undertaken w ith the consent o f  the legislature.

C harlie G reen

C G /m e



STEVE F R A N K

A l a s k a  J S t a i c  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e
While in Juneau 

P .O . B ox V 
Juneau , A la ska  99811 

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 7 0 9  
C ap iio l Rm . 417

119 N . Cushm an . Rm . 213 
Fairbanks, A la ska  99701 

(9 0 7 ) 4 5 2 -3 4 2 1

S e n a t e

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR SB 159

TO:

FROM: Senator Steve Frank, Co-Chairm
Senate Finance Committee

Senator Mike Miller, Chairm an 
Senate Resources Committee

DATE: 15 March. 1993

SB 159, the companion bill to MB 213, addresses one of the 
recom m endations found in the 1993 Alaska Minerals Commission report. 
Namely, this bill would am end AS 38.05.300(a) to prohibit the 
commissioner of natu ra l resources from classifying state land, water, or land 
and w ater so th a t mining, mineral entry and location, m ineral prospecting, 
a n d /o r  mineral leasing are precluded or are designated an incompatible use 
w ithout an  act of the legislature if the area involved contains more than  640 
acres (except in certain situations).

Currently. Title 38 prohibits such land closure to "multiple purpose use." In 
the past, this phrase has been subject to interpretation which has at times 
precluded m ineral exploration and development. As a  response, the net 
effect of SB 159 would be to re-establish the original, inclusive concept of 
multiple use as  the basis for state land classification and m anagem ent (i.e.. 
multiple use should not be construed to exclude competing uses tha t are 
compatible).

The change proposed by SB 159 would appear to be both timely and 
necessary, and I strongly encourage your support.

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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S 38.05.290 A l a s k a  St a t u t e s S 38.05.300

Sec. 38.05.290. S e le c tio n  p r a c t ic e ,  (a) T he selection of g ra n t, lieu 
and  indem nity  land shall conform  to th is  ch a p te r  and  the policy, or­
ders and  reg u la tio n s  adopted by th e  com m issioner. The com m issioner 
shall give preference of selection to the land  w hich will provide the 
m axim um  benefits to th e  people of the s ta te .

(b) C o n sis ten t w ith  the  best in te re s ts  of th e  s ta te , in the  selection  of 
general g ra n t land  it is the  policy of the s ta te  to m ake ava ilab le  the 
m axim um  land  a rea  from w hich m un icipalitie s  m ay fulfill land  e n ti­
tlem en ts u n d er AS 29.65 or form er AS 29.18.201 — 29.18.213. (§ 1 a r t  
XI ch 169 SLA 1959; am  S 4 ch 180 SLA 1978: am  § 58 ch 74 SLA 
1985)

Effect of amendments. — The 1985 Collateral references. — 63A Am. 
amendment inserted "AS 29.65 or former" Jur. 2d, Public Lands, 55 113 to 121. 
near the end of subsection (b).

A r t ic le  10. P a r k s  a n d  R e c re a t io n  A re a s .

Section
295. Parks and recreation areas

Sec. 38.05.295. P a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t io n  a r e a s .  The com m issioner 
shall e s tab lish  a policy and  adopt reg u la tio n s by w hich p a rk s  and 
recreation  a reas , includ ing  public scenic overlooks and cu ltu ra l sites, 
sh a ll be developed and  m anaged  in a  m an n er th a t  will best serve the 
in te re sts  of th e  people of the  s ta te . The com m issioner m ay classify 
public lan d  a s  parks, scenic overlooks, c u ltu ra l s ites and  recreation  
a reas as long as the  genera l in te n t of th is  c h a p te r is m ain ta in ed . (§ 1 
a r t  XII ch 169 SLA 1959)

Collateral references. — 59 Am. Jur. Uses to which park property may be de- 
2d, Parks, Squares, and Playgrounds, 5 1 voted; power of legislature or state ofTi- 
et seq.; 63A Am. Jur. 2d, Public Lands. Cers, 18 ALR 1266; 63 ALR 484; 144 ALR 
§ 1 et seq. 436.

73A C.J.S., Public Lands, 9 1 et seq.

A rtic le  11. C la s s if ic a t io n  o f  L a n d .

Section
300. Classification of land 
321. Restriction on sale, lease or other 

disposal of agricultural land

S ec. 38.05.300. C la s s if ic a t io n  o f  la n d ,  (a) T he com m issioner 
shall classify for surface use lan d  in a reas  considered necessary  and 
proper. T h is  section does no t p rev en t reclassification  of land w here th e  
public in te re s t w a rra n ts  reclassification , not does it  preclude m u ltip le  
purpose use o f land  w henever d iffe ren t u ses a re  com patible. S ta te  
land, w ater, or land  an d  w a te r a re a  m ay  not, except by ac t of th e  s ta te
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leg isla tu re , be closed to m u ltip le  purpose use i f  th e  a rea  involved 
con tains m ore th a n  640 acres.

(b) N ot la te r  th a n  F eb ru ary  1 of each year, th e  com m issioner shall 
su b m it a w ritten  rep o rt to each house of the  le g is la tu re  w hich de­
scribes and  show s th e  location of all c lassifications of s ta te  land  m ade 
u n d e r (a) of th is  section d u rin g  the p reced ing  year. (§ 1 a r t  III ch 169 
SLA 1959; am  § 2 ch 31 SLA 1964; am  §§ 33, 34 ch 85 SLA 1979; am  
§ 40 ch 152 SLA 1984)

C ro s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r s ta te  la n d  S e c tio n  17, ch . 75, S L A  1987 p ro v id e s  
a n d  w a te r  r e s t r ic te d  to  u se  a s  p u b lic  rec- th a t  " [a ]  la n d  m a n a g em e n t an d  d isp o sa l 
r e a t io n  a re a s  a n d  s t a t e  p a rk s , see  A S  d e c is io n , in c lu d in g  a  d isp o sa l u n d e r  A S  
41-2L 38.05.057, A S  38.08, o r A S  38.09, o r a

E d i t o r ' s  n o te s . —  S e c t io n  16, ch . 75, co m m e rc ia l a g r ic u l t u r a l  p ro je c t u n d e r  AS 
. . 1 . ,  .p r o v id e s  t h a t  (Hand th a t  w a s  38.05.020(b)(6), m a d e  be fo re  J u n e  16,

c la s s i f ie d  d isp o s a l o r  o th e r p u rp o se s 1987, u n d e r  a  c la s s i f lc a t io n  o rd e r  u n d e r
b e fo re  A u g u s t  29.1986, r e m a in s  su b ,e c t to A S  38 05 300 is  v a l jd  n o tw ith s ta n d in e
th e  c la s s if ic a t io n  o rd e r  in  e ffe c t on th a t  . . .  i r  j  u
d a te  u n t i l  th e  la n d  is  r e c la s s if ie d  u n d e r  he a dopT  ° f  c la s s if ic a t io n  o rd e r  be- 
A S  38.04.065, a s  am en d e d  b y  §§ 1 -  7 o f fa re  th a  adop t,o n  o f. th e  r e P onra l, la n d  u se
th is  A c t (ch. 75, S L A  1987), a n d  A S  p la n ;, , f  o th e r r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f la w  w e re
38.05.300."

N O T E S  T O  D E C IS IO N S

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  R e so u rc e s  a g r ic u l t u r a l  c la s s if ic a t io n  o f
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c la s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  lo t t e r y  lo t t e r y  p a rc e ls  w a s  p ro p e r, e ven  th o u g h  i t
p a r c e l s  p r o p e r .  —  T h e  re q u ir e m e n t th a t  d id  fo re c lo se  m u lt ip le  purpo ses . S ta te  v .
a n  a c t  o f  th e  le g i s la t u r e  is  r e q u ir e d  w h e re  W e id n e r , 684 P.2d 103 (A la sk a  1984).
m u lt ip le  p u rp o se s a re  c lo se d  in  p a rc e ls  ex- Q u o te d  in  S o u th e a s t A la s k a  Conserva- 
c e e d in g  640 a c re s  a p p lie d  to th e  manage- tio n  C o u n c il.  In c . v . S ta te , 665 P.2d 544
m e n t o f  r e ta in e d  s ta t e  la n d , no t th e  dis- (A la s k a  1983)
po sa l o f  it ;  th u s , D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu r a l

Sec. 3S.05.301. [R enum bered  as A S  38.05.830.]

Sec. 38.05.305. N o tice  and review . [Repealed, § 45  ch 113 SL A  
1981. For curren t la w  see A S  38.05.945.]

Sec. 38.05.310. [R enum bered  as A S  38.05.840.]

Sec. 38.05.315. [R enum bered  as A S  38.05.810.]

Sec. 38.05.320. [R enum bered  as A S  38.05.S20.]

S ec . 38.05.321. R e s tr ic t io n  o n  sa le , le a s e  o r  o th e r  d is p o s a l  o f
a g r ic u l tu r a l  la n d ,  (a) The sale, lease or o th e r d isposal of s ta te  land 
classified as a g r ic u ltu ra l land  tran sfe rs  only  r ig h ts  for ag ricu ltu ra l 
purposes, and all o th e r in te re sts  in th e  lan d  rem a in  w ith  the s ta te  
un less o therw ise  requ ired  by law.
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procedural difficulties in first, not quantifying buffer 

procedures that will be used, and second, in not rectifying text 

and maps so that each indicates the same acreage. According to 

the plats, the acreage opened is about 2b,000 not 42,000 acres. 

This type of action sets up a "Tract 3ook" problem, where text 

not book should rule.

Perhaps this issue could be resolved by using a buffer of mineral 

leasehold locations. At the least a time should be specified for 

surveying and correcting the text and graphic records.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A substantial amount, about 8.5 million acres or about 10 

percent of the state's land has been closed to mineral location. 

Only about 3 million acres of this total are closed by 

legislation. Because of loose definitions and problems raised 

by apparent incompatibility of uses, there appears to be 

potential to administratively close extensive acreage. Because 

of this it is timely to review 38.05.300 and establish guidelines 

for closures.

Closures should be reviewed periodically both to see if the 

reason for tne .'asur-i -*■■i’ L exists and also to see if their has 

been a change in knowledge of resource base that justifies 

reconsideration.
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Although mineral potential is very difficult to assess, 

nevertheless there are procedures for determining mineral 

potential, and it is proposed that all large tracts proposed for 

either legislative or administrative closure be reviewed and, in 

many cases, studied in the field before an action is taken.
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