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Dear Friend of the Environment,

The fate of America's Last Frontier -- the magnificent rough 
and scenic Alaskan wilderness -- is in the hands of powerful men 
who are threatening to destroy Alaska.'s precious wilds.

These men -- Governor Walter Hickel and his lieutenants -- 
are using their considerable political power to pursue policies 
that exploit priceless natural resources for short-term profit 
and irreparably harm the environment.

Hickel's land-use philosophy means huge government subsidies 
to benefit special, interests by opening the Alaskan wilderness to 
development ... promoting oil drilling in the fragile coastal 
wetland^ ... road building through the untouched wilderness . . . 
overlogging old-growth trees in the national forests, and more.

To stop this reckless ravaging of America's last pristine 
frontier, the Sierra Club has launched an urgent nationwide 
campaign, the CAMPAIGN TO SAVE ALA SK A 'S  W IL D S .

And that's why I'm writing you — to invite you to join me, 
and our more than half a million members in an extraordinary and 
unprecedented effort to stop the assault on Alaska's environment 
... and to act quickly while we still have time.

You c a n  h e lp  b y  t a k in g  TWO v e r y  S IM P L E  STEPS r i g h t  n o w :

•  F IR S T  . . .  s ig n  th e  e n c lo s e d  S ave A l a s k a 's  W ild s  S t a t e m e n t  o f
A f f i r m a t i o n , t o  r e c o r d  y o u r  name a s  o n e  o f  m any th o u s a n d s  who
c a r e  d e e p ly  a b o u t  p r e s e r v in g  A m e r ic a 's  l a s t  u n to u c h e d  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e  - -  A l a s k a 's  W i l d s .  ' R e t u r n  " th e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  me so  we 
c a n  d e l i v e r  a  p o w e r f u l  g r a s s r o o t s  m e s s a g e  w h e r e v e r  we n e e d  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e ,  t h a t  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s , o f  o r d i n a r y  A m e r ic a n s  c a r e  
s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  A l a s k a 's  w i ld e r n e s s  I A n d  . . .

•  SECOND . . .  l e n d  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f i g h t  to
s a v e  A la s k a '  a w i ld e r n e s s  b y  s ig n in g  u p  to d a y  a s  a  p r  *,ud m em ber
o f., t h e  S i e r r a  C lu b . J v s t  ta k e  a  m o m e n t now  to  c o m p le t e  t h e  
m e m b e rs h ip  fo r m  an d  m a i l  i t  to  m e ,w i t h  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  —  a  
s m a l l  in v e s t m e n t  i n  A m e r ic a 's  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f u t u r e  a n d  v o u r  
s t a k e  i n  p r e s e r v in g  A l a s k a 's  p r e c io u s  w i l d s .

. By becoming a Sierra Club member now -- as we focus our 
campaign on the: Alaskan wilderness -- you'll help us achieve 
critically important legislative goals. You'll help us stop 
Governor Kickel and his cronies from carving up Alaska's wild 
lands for. development by greedy special interests..

But time is running out! And. we-must act now I Even now as I
' '  M \ )
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w r i t e  y o u  . . .  t h e  men who h o ld  A l a s k a 's  f u t u r e  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  a r e  
p l o t t i n g  t o  d is m a n t le  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n s .

THE PLOT TO CARVE UP A LA SK A 'S  W ILDS

T h e  f e d e r a l  p u b l i c  l a n d  m an ag em en t s t a t u t e s  p r o v i d e  a  lo o p h o le  
w h ic h  a l lo w s  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s - o f - w a y  - -  e v e n  d u s t y  w ag o n  t r a i l s  - -  
t o  p re e m p t d e s i g n a t i n g  p u b l i c  la n d  f o r  w i ld e r n e s s  p r o t e c t i o n .  S o , 
f a v o r i n g  d e v e lo p m e n t  o v e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  G o v e r n o r '- H i  e k e  1 c o n c e iv e s  
o f  b u i l d i n g  1 ,4 0 0  s t a t e  r o a d s , c r i s s c r o s s i n g  t h r o u g h  v a s t  e x p a n s e s  
o f  p r i s t i n e  A la s k a n  i n t e r i o r ,  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t h e  w i ld e r n e s s  t o * c r e a t e  
new  a v e n u e s  o f  a c c e s s  f o r  lo g g in g  c o m p a n ie s  a n d  o t h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

L ie u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  J a c k  C o a h i l l , b o a s t i n g  o f  h i s  s t a t e ' s  
p la n s  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s - d e s t r o y i n g  r o a d - c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d e c l a r e d :

"W hen I  g e t  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  map o f  A la s k a ,  I  w a n t  i t  t o  lo o k
l i k e  som eone th r e w  a  p l a t e  o f  s p a g h e t t i  a t  i t  I "

S u c h  r e c k l e s s  t a l k  b e s p e a k s  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
b y  h ig h  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .  A  f r i g h t e n i n g  p r o s p e c t  f o r  th o s e  o f  us  
- -  l i k e  y o u  a n d  me - -  who k n o w  t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h o ic e s  a r e  a t  
a  c r o s s r o a d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld  t o d a y .  W e 'r e  n e a r  a  p o i n t  o f  
no  r e t u r n  - -  a n d  e a c h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e c i s i o n  r e a l l y  c o u n t s .

SADLY . . . t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  G o v e rn o r  H i c k e l  h a s  s e t  i n  m o t io n  
i s  n o t  te m p o r a r y  —  o n c e  t h e  ro a d s  t h e y  b r a g  a b o u t  a r e  b u l ld o z e d  
t h r o u g h ,  t h e  A la s k a n  w i ld s  w i l l  be  w i ld e r n e s s  n o  m o r e .  T h e s e  
r o a d s  w i l l  m ake A l a s k a 's  f r a g i l e  tu n d r a  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  
t o  a b u s e .  I t  w i l l  p u t  p r i z e d  h e rd s  o f  c a r ib o u  a n d  m oose a t  r i s k  
a n d  s u b s i d i z e  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  p r e c io u s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

A n d  t h e  o n l y  w ay  we c a n  s to p  t h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a 's  
w i l d s  i s  t o  fo c u s  th e - g l a r i n g  l i g h t  o f  p u b l i c i t y  o n  t h e  c u l p r i t s  
and . m o b i l i z e  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  o n  a  n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .  O u r  c a m p a ig n  t o  
SAVE A LA S K A 'S  W ILDS i s  d e s ig n e d  t o  do j u s t  t h a t .

W e 'r e  a p p e a l in g  t o  C o n g re s s  f o r  s t r o n g e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  l a w s .  A nd  w e ' r e  s e n d in g  a  p o w e r f u l ,  u r g e n t  m essag e  t o  
P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  - -  t h a t  h e  m u st p r o t e c t  t h e  A la s k a n  w i ld e r n e s s .

T h a t ' s  w h y  I ' m  w r i t i n g  y o u  — t o  u r g e  y o u  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  t h i s  
e f f o r t .  B e c a u s e  I  know  - -  t o g e t h e r  - - w e  c a n  s t o p  t h i s - a s s a u l t  
o n  A l a s k a 's  w i l d l i f e  a n d  w i l d  la n d s ,  b e c a u s e  w e 'v e  w on  t h i s  k in d  
o f  b a t t l e  m any t im e s  b e f o r e .

AFTER A LL  . . .  t h e  S i e r r a  C lu b  - -  w o r k in g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
e n v ir o n m e n t  f o r  m o re  t h a n  1 0 0  y e a r s  - -  i s  t h e  o l d e s t ,  l a r g e s t  a n d  
m o s t r e s p e c t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  t o d a y .
A n d  g r o w in g  s t r o n g e r  a s  m o re  a n d  m ore c a r i n g  p e o p le  j o i n .

L e t  me t e l l  y o u  how we- h e lp e d  s to p  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l ' s  b a r b a r i c  
p la n s  t o  s l a u g h t e r  w o lv e s  i n  A la s k a .  L a s t  y e a r ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  
f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  c o n s e r v a t io n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  s e t  i n  
m o t io n  a  p l a n  t o  k i l l  o f f  w o lv e s  - -  f i r i n g  g u n s  fro m  a i r p l a n e s  
a n d  h e l i c o p t e r s  - -  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  w o l f - p r e d a t o r s ,
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a n d ,  i n  c u m ,  i n c r a . a s e  Che  c a r i b o u  a n d  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
b i g - g a m e  h u n t e r s ,  a n d  g i v i n g  A l a s k a ' s  c o u r i s t - c e n t e r e d  e c o n o m y  a  
n e e d e d  b o o s t .  ( T o u r i s m  -- w o l f - k i l l  p r o p o n e n t s  n o t e  -- i s  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  l a g g i n g  b e h i n d  o n l y  o i l  a n d  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  i n  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  s t a t e . )

"M A C H IN E-G U N " KELLYHOUSE IS  H IS  NAME 1

A l a s k a ' s  t o p  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c i a l ,  D a v i d  K e l l y h o u s e  
d u b b e d  "M a c h i n e - c n i n " K e l l y h o u s e  f o r  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  w e a p o n  f o r  
k i l l i n g  w o l v e s  -- r e v e a l e d  t h e  w o l f - k i l l  p l a n  w a s  s p u r r e d  m o r e  b y  
h i s  n o t i o n  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  b r i n g  i n  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  t h a n  b y  g o o d  
g am e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r i n c i p l e s .  He b o a s t e d  t h a t  t h e  w o l f - k i l l  w o u l d  
" c r e a t e  a  w i l d l i f e  s p e c t a c l e  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r  m i g r a t i o n s  
i n  E a s t  A f r i c a .  Mom a n d  Poo  f r o m  S y r a c u s e  c a n  c o m e  u p  h e r e  a n d  
s e e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  t h e v  c a n ' t  s e e  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  o n  E a r t h !"

T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  w e n t  i n t o  h i g h  g e a r  s w i f t l y  a n d ,  w i t h  o t h e r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p s ,  m o b i l i z e d  g r a s s r o o t s  a c t i o n  a n d  s p r e a d  t h e  
w o r d  t h r o u g h  m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  " l o w e r  48" t h a t  G o v e r n o r  
H i c k e l ' s  " w o l f  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n "  m u s t  b e  s t o p p e d  a t  o n c e .

A n d ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  we h e l p e d  p r o d u c e  a  m a s s i v e  p u b l i c  
o u t c r y  i n  v i g o r o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  " M a c h i n e - g u n "  K e l l y h o u s e ' s  p l a n  
t o  s l a u g n t e r  w o l v e s  w i t h  w e a p o n s  f r o m  t h e  a i r .

A c k n o w l e d g i n g  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e  
S i e r r a  C l u b ,  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  r e t r e a t e d  w h e n  h e  w a s  d e l u g e d  w i t h  
c a l l s  a n d  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o u t r a g e d  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  p l a n  w a s  c a n c e l l e d  -- f o r  n o w .

W i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n , o u r  e f f o r t s  h e l p e d  p r o d u c e  a  m a i o r  
p o l i t i c a l  d e f e a t  f o r  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l .  T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  -- o n c e  
a g a i n  -- p r o v e d  t h a t  w h e n  c i t i z e n s  u n i t e  a n d  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  f o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  - - w e  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  e v e r y  t i m e !

T h a t ' s  w h y  w e ' r j e  w o r k i n g ; ' h a r d • r i g h t  n ow  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  
t o  e x t r a c t  f r o m  C o n g r e s s  " the s t r o n g e s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  
m e a s u r e s  we  c a n  g e t  -- t o  s l o w  W a l l y  H i c k e l  d o w n  a n d  s a v e  t h e  
A l a s k a n  w i l d e r n e s s  f o r ^ t h e  p r e c i o u s  n a t i o n a l  h e r i t a g e  t h a t  i t  i s .

F R A G IL E  COASTAL AREAS NOW AT R IS K

B a r e l y  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  E x x o n - V a l d e z  o i l  s p i l l  c a t a s t r o p h e , 
A l a s k a ' s  c o a s t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e .
A n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  u p l a n d  f o r e s t  h a b i t a t  b y  c l e a r - c u t  l o g g i n g  w o u l d  
d e l i v e r  a  r a p i d  " o n e - t w o  p u n c h "  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e  s a m e  s p e c i e s  a l r e a d y  
h i t  h a r d  b y  E x x o n  V a l d e z ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i l d  s a l m o n , b a l d ,  e a g l e s , 
h a r l e q u i n  d u c k s . a n d  m a r b l e d  m u r r e l e t s :

• ■**

M a n y  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  i n  t h e  o i l - s p i l l  z o n e ,  m o s t  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l o g g i n g ,  i n c l u d e  p r i v a t e  h o l d i n g s  t h a t  
l i e  i n s i d e  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e s .

A n d  t o d a y ,  a  p o o r  e c o n o m y  i s  f o r c i n g  m a n y  " p r i v a t e  i n h o l d e r s "  
t o  l o g  o r  s u b d i v i d e  t h e i r  l a n d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  s t e a d y  p r o l i f e r a t i o n
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o f  v a c a t i o n  c a b i n s ,  f i s h i n g  c a m p s ,  a n d  c l e a r - c u t  l o g g i n g  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  o t h e r w i s e  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s . To  a d d r e s s  t h i s  a d v a n c i n g  
p r o b l e m ,  a  p l a n  i s  g a i n i n g  m o m e n t u m  t o  u s e  s om e  o f  t h e  E x x o n  
V a l d e z  o i l  s p i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  f u n d s  t o  b u y  a n d  p r o t e c t  f o r e s t  l a n d  
a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  i n  c o a s t a l  A l a s k a  -- a n  e x c e l l e n t  
c h a n c e  t o  t u r n  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  t h e  o i l  s p i l l  i n t o  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n  e n t i r e  c o a s t a l  e c o s y s t e m .

US ING C I L - S P I L L  DOLLARS TO SAVE ALASKAN W IL D S

W i t h  u r g i n g s  f r o m  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  a n d  o t h e r s ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  u s e  
E x x o n  V a l d e z  m on e y  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e s e  t h r e a t e n e d  l a n d s  w a s  
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  y e a r  i n  a  b i l l  t h a t  
w o u l d  h a v e  e a r m a r k e d  $3 3 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

B u t  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  v e t o e d  t h e  b i l l . o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  t o  
c l e a r - c u t  l o g g i n g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h i s  s p r i n g  -- i n  a n  a r e a  w i t h  
t h e  m o s t  b r e a t h t a k i n g  s c e n i c  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  p l a n e t .

F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s  
r e d o u b l e d  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  Now ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  h a s  
o n c e  a g a i n  t u r n e d  t h e  t i d e .  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  h a s  a g a i n  r e v e r s e d  
h i m s e l f  a n d  now  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p u r c h a s e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  
l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k s .  ( F r a n k l y ,  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a  b e t t e r  
e x a m p l e  o f  how  w e ' v e  b r o u g h t  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  b e a r  
t o  w i n  r e v e r s a l  o r  t o  o v e r t u r n  h a r m f u l  p o l i c i e s . )

THE CAMPAIGN TO SAVE A LA S K A 'S  W ILDERNESS

T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  t a r g e t e d  t h e  A l a s k a n  w i l d e r n e s s  a s  t h e  f o c u s  
o f  o u r  e f f o r t s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  n o  p l a c e  e l s e  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e s  o f  
b a t t l e  a r e  m o r e  c l e a r l y  d r a w n .

I n  A l a s k a ,  w e ' r e  u p  a g a i n s t ,  n o t  o n l y  b i g  o i l ,  m i n i n g  a n d  
t i m b e r ,  b u t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  a n  e n t i r e  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c’e l e g a t i o n  a s  w e l l .

I t  w o n ' t  b e  a n  e a s y  b a t t l e .  W e ' l l  h a v e  t o  m a r s h a l l  a l l  o u r  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  s u c c e e d .  T h a t ' s  w h y  I ' m  a s k i n g  y o u  
t o  j o i n  u s .  B e c a u s e  w e  n e e d  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  v i c t o r y .

T w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  h o s t i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  h a s  n e a r l y  
l e f t  o u r  c o u n t r y  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s h a m b l e s .  B u t  n o w  t h a t  e r a  h a s  
e n d e d ,  a n d  we . l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e l p i n g -  P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  c a r e  f o r  
A l a s k a ' s  w i l d e r n e s s  a t  l a s t .

We w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  e l e c t  B i l l  C l i n t o n  a n d  A l  G o r e  l a s t  y e a r ,  
a n d  w e  c a n  t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  we  p l a y e d  i n  t h e i r  
v i c t o r y .  Now w i t h  a  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  a n  e n o r m o u s  t u r n o v e r  
i n  C o n g r e s s ,  w e  h o p e  f o r  t  p r e c e d e n t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a d v a n c e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  s a v e  t h e  A l a s k a n  w i l d s .

ALASKAN W ILDER NESS  L E G IS L A T IO N

A s  a- m a j o r  p a r t  o f  o u r  C a m p a i g n  t o  S a v e  A l a s k a ' s  W i l d s ,  w i t h  
y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s  l i k e  y o u ,  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  i s
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• N a t i o n a l  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s .  When t h e  C l i n t o n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e v i e w s  f e d e r a l  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  o n e  o f  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e s  w i l l  b e  t o  r e f o r m  p o l i c i e s  a f f e c t i n g  130 
m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  i n  A l a s k a  -- t h e  
n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e s ,  w i l d  a n d  s c e n i c  r i v e r s ,  a n d  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  
e n l a r g e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  
o f  1980 . T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  i s  r e a d y  t o  h e l p  f o r m u l a t e  a n d  g u i d e  
n e w  p o l i c y  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  p r e c i o u s  a r e a s .

• T h e  A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  A c t .  T h e  w i l d l i f e - r i c h  
c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  r e m a i n s  d e  
f a c t o  w i l d e r n e s s  b e c a u s e  C o n g r e s s  t o o k  n o  f i n a l  a c t i o n  l a s t  y e a r  
o n  b i l l s  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  o p e n e d  u p  t h i s  a r e a  t o  o i l  a n d  g a s  
l e a s i n g .  I n  t h e  n ew  C o n g r e s s  we  m u s t  f i g h t  t o  w i n  p e r m a n e n t  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c h i s .  p r i c e l e s s  b u t  c o n t e s t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .

• T h e . E x x o n  V a l d e z  F u n d .  A d i r e c t i v e  t o  a l l o c a t e  $50 m i l l i o n  
o f  t h e  o i l - s p i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  f u n d s  t o  b u y  a n d  p r o t e c t  l a n d  a n d  
t i m b e r  r i g h t s  f a i l e d  t o  c l e a r  C o n g r e s s  l a s t  y e a r .  Now t h a t  g o a l  
c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n ,  whom we w i l l  u r g e  t o  u s e  
t h e  $50 m i l l i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  c r i t i c a l  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a l o n g  t h e  
d a m a g e d  A l a s k a  c o a s t  -- t o  p r o t e c t  a n  e n t i r e  e c o s y s t e m .

• A l s e k - T a t s h e n s h i n i  R i v e r  R e s o l u t i o n s .  We a r e  p r e s s i n g  t h e  n ew  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  C a n a d a  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  A l s e k -  
T a t s h e n s h i n i  R i v e r  S y s t e m  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  a n d - A l a s k a  f r o m  
d a m a g e  b y  a  h u g e  c o p p e r  m i n e .  A c i d  p o l l u t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r  s y s t e m  
f r o m  t h e  m i n e  w o u l d  g r a v e l y  d a m a g e  A l a s k a ' s  s c e n i c  G l a c i e r  B a y  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  w h i c h  l i e s  d o w n s t r e a m .

Y o u  a n d  I  k n o w  t h e r e ' s  a  l o n g  r e a c h  b e t w e e n  a n  a m b i t i o u s  
l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m  a n d  g e t t i n g  i t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  
y e a r  a t  l e a s t  w e ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  e x p e c t  W h i t e  H o u s e  b a c k i n g  f o r  m o s t  
i f  n o t  a l l  o f  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s .

B u t  t h e  s am e  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e s  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  h a r d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
-- t h e  w e l l - h e e l e d ,  w e l l - c o n n e c t e d  l o b b y i s t s  -- b i g  o i l ,  b i g  
m i n i n g ,  b i g  t i m b e r  a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  who  w a n t  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  w i l d s .

A n d  . . .  t h o u g h  w e . ' v e  w o n  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  w e  a r e  f a c i n g  o u r  
t o u g h e s t  b a t t l e s  e v e r .  W e ' r e  i n  a  f i e r c e  b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  
" l e f t o v e r s " -  -- the- l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  p u b l i c  l a n d  l e f t  a f t e r  r e c k l e s s  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b y  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s .

T h a t ' s"  w h y  we  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p .  I ' m  h o p i n g  y o u ' l l  j o i n  m o r e  
t h a n  575,000 o t h e r  c o m m i t t e d  A m e r i c a n s  w ho  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  s t a n d  
u p  a n d  j o i n  t h i s  f i g h t .

We n e e d  t w o  t h i n g s  f r o m  y o u  t o  h e l p  u s  w i n :

(1) Y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  o n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  S t a t e m e n t  o f  A f f i r m a t i o n
s o  I  c a n  p r e s e n t  i t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  B i l l  C l i n t o n  w i t h  a l l  t h e

promoting legislation to protect the Alaskan frontier.
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r e s t ,  t o  l e t  h i m  k n o w  y o u  e x p e c t  h i m  t o  s t a n d  u p  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  w ho  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  A l a s k a n  w i l d s ;  a n d ,

(2) Y o u r  c o m p l e t e d  m e m b e r s h i p  r e p l y  f o r m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r  
m o s t  g e n e r o u s  m e m b e r s h i p  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  h e l p  u s  w i n  o u r  
C a m p a i g n  t o  S a v e  A l a s k a ' s  W i l d s .

As a member of the Sierra Club, you'll receive S i e r r a -- our 
highly acclaimed magazine devoted to environmental affairs.

You'll also receive membership in'your local Sierra Club 
chapter where, if you choose, you will be able to meet other folks 
who share your devotion to the outdoors and conservation. You will 
be invited to join them in activities ranging from pleasure outincs 
to effective, hard-hitting lobbying actions on environmental 
issues.

AND ... you'll be made automatically eligible for special 
discounts on a wide variety of publications, including Sierra 
Club's popular books and calendars with their spectacular, world- 
famous full-color photographs, as well as the chance to join us on 
exciting hiking and biking trips, and even world travel.

WHAT'S  MORE . . .  a s  a  w a y  o f  s a y i n g  " t h a n k  y o u "  f o r  y o u r  n e w  
m e m b e r s h i p ,  w e  a l s o  w a n t  t o  s e n d  y o u  -- ABSOLUTELY F R E E  
o u r  n e w  S i e r r a  C l u b  c a n v a s  b a g  . . . t h e  p e r f e c t  a l t e r n a t i v e  
t o  p a p e r  o r  p l a s t i c ,  b a g s ,  a n d  s t u r d y  e n o u g h  t o  c a r r y  j u s t  
a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  -- f r o m  h e a v y  g r o c e r i e s  t o  a  s t a c k  o f  b o o k s  
-- a n d  t o  g o  a n y w h e r e  y o u  n e e d  t o  g o ,  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  
t h e  b e a c h .

Nothing could honor us more than your decision to become one of 
us, as a new member of the Sierra Club, in the fight to save the 
last American frontier. Please take the two simple steps I asked 
of you -- today -- and help us win this urgent battle, the Campaign 
to Save Alaska's Wilds.

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a r l  P o p e ,  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

P . S .  H e l p  u s  s t o p  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  w h a t - i s  s t i l l  u n t o u c h e d  l a n d  
-- A l a s k a ' s " w i l d s . J o i n  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  t o d a y  . . .  a n d  
r e c e i v e  a  s p e c i a l  S i e r r a  C l u b  c a n v a s  g r o c e r y  b a g  -- FR EE !
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B l e s s  o u r  l i t t l e  h e l p e r
T H A N K  G O O D N E S S  f o r  C a r l  P o p e ,  a  f e l l o w  c n m m i c t f i r i  co  

s a v i n g A l a s k a .
I f  i t  w e r e n ' t  f o r  h i m ,  w e  A l a s k a n s  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  p i a c e  p a v e d  

o v e r  i n  a  h e a r t b e a t  —  “ w i t h  r o a d s  c r i s s c r o s s i n g  t h r o u g h  v a s t  e x ­
p a n s e s  o f  p r i s t i n e  A l a s k a n  i n t e r i o r . ' ’

O u r  p r e c i o u s  l a n d s  w o u l d  b e  t r a m p l e d  a n d  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  —  a l l  
o u r  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  i t  —  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  
e x i s t ,  a n d  T h e  A l a s k a n  w i i d s  w i i l  b e  w i l d e r n e s s  n o  m o r e . ”

A l a s k a  i s - “ n e a r  a  p o i n t  o f  n o  r e t u r n . ’  y o u  s e e ,  b u t  M r .  P o p e  w a n t s  
T o  f o c u s  t h e  g l a r i n g  i i g h c  o f  p u b l i c i t y  o n  t h e  c u l p r i t s ' ’  w h o  w a n t  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h i s  s t a t e .  T h e  “ c u l p r i t s /  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  A l a s k a n s  —
A l a s k a n s  l i k e  G o v .  W a l t e r  J .  H i c k e l  a n d  “ h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ; ’  w h o  a r e  
“ u s i n g  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  t o  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  e x ­
p l o i t  p r i c e l e s s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  s h o r t - t e r m  p r o h t  a n d  i r r e p a r a ­
b l y  h a r m  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . ' ’

H o l y  s m o k e .
B u t  f e a r  n o n  J u s t  s e n d  m o n e y ,  a n d  g o o d  o l d  M r .  P o p e  w i l l  t a k e  

c a r e  o f  t h i n g s .  S e n d  e n o u g h ,  a n d  h e l l  s e n d  y o u  a  m e m b e r s h i p  c a r d  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  a n d  y o u ' l l  “ r e c e i v e  a  s p e c i a l  S i e r r a  C l u b  c a n v a s  
g r o c e r y  b a g —  F R E E ! ”

W E L L ,  A S  Y O U  m i g h t  s u s p e c t .  C a r l  P o p e  i s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i ­
r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  —  a n d  a i l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t e s  a r e  t a k e n  
S a m  h i s  l a t e s t  s h a m e f i i i ' n a t i o n a i  f u n d - r i s i n g  l e t t e r .

C r y i n g  d o o m  a n d  g l o o m  a b o u t  A l a s k a ’s  f u t u r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  o n e  
o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ' s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  r a k i n g  i n  m o r e  m o n e y  
f r o m  g u l l i b l e  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  r e a d  t h i s  o u t r a g e o u s  g a r b a g e .

T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  h a s  n o  c o n s d e n c e .  E x a g g e r a t i o n  a n d  h y p e r b o l e  
“  a r e  s i m p l y  t o o l s - w i t h  w h i c h "  t o  s q u e e z e  m o r e  d o l l a r s  f r o m ,  t h e  g o o d -  

h e a r t e d  a n d  u n i n f o r m e d .  •
W e  h a v e  r e a d  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s a m e  l e t t e r ,  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  S i e r r a  

C l u b ,  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .
T h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  d o e s n ’ t  c a r e  t h a n  i t s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  a n d  a c c u s a ­

t i o n s  a r e  l a r g e l y  h o o e y .  A n d  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  i n  K o k o m o  a n d  
B o w l i n g  G r e e n  a n d  J o p i i n  d o n ' t  k n o w  a n y  b e t t e r .

T h i s  l e t t e r ,  l i k e  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  i t ,  i s  M e d  w i t h  b a l o n e y  a n d  m o r e  
b a l o n e y .  T h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g -  e f f o r t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  o n l y  i n  t h a t  i t  
a n n o u n c e s  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  o f  “ a n  u r g e n t  n a t i o n w i d e  c a m p a i g n ,  t h e  i 
C A M P A I G N  T O  S A V E  A L A S K A 5  W I L D S . "

I n c r e d i b l y ,  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  —  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  s h o u l d  b e  e x a m i n e d ,  
f o r  m a i l  f r a u d  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a  s o i i d r a t i o n  M e d  w i t h  m i s s t a t e m e n t s ; 
a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s — o n c e  a g a i n  c a s t s  i t s e l f  a s  a  s a c r e d  s a v i o r  » 
o f  t h e  4 9 t h  S  t a t e ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t  H u m  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  l i v e  h e r e .  M

P l e a s e  s e n d  m o n e y ,  M r .  P o p e  s a y s .  N o t  t o  A l a s k a ,  o f  c o u r s e .  H e  
d o e s n ' t  l i v e  h e r e .  H i s  a d d r e s s  i s  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  t h a t  p r i s t i n e  .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
House o f Representatives

By a margin of 31-8 the House Saturday approved a resolution 
(HCR 21) which critic izes a recent six page fundraising letter about 
Alaska and Alaskans circulated by the Sierra Club.

The letter outlines what Sierra Club Executive D irector Carl 
Pope claims is a gross misuse of Alaska's public lands. It seeks 
funds to stop development in Alaska.

Said House Majority Leader Gail Phillips (R) Homer, "Nothing 
makes my blood boil faster or quicker than these kind of letters 
from national organizations that think that we in A laska are too 
ignorant, too uncaring and too unsophisticated to take care of our 
own state and our own lands." Phillips is the prime sponsor of the 
measure. Said Phillips, "The arrogance of these organizations that 
think we don't love our land and want to take care our resources is 
beyond my comprehension."

"We need to maintain our independence up here," said Phillips. 
"We need to maintain our freedom and we need to be the ones in 
charge of our lands."

Speaking in support of Phillips' measure, Representative Joe 
Sitton (D) Fairbanks, said of the Sierra Club letter; "We will always 
collaborate in good faith, but by God when you get the lower 48 
cleaned up, where you live, come up here and tell us how to do it... 
Until then just leave us the hell alone."

The resolution now goes to the Senate.
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House Majority Leader Gail Phillips (R) Horner late today 
introduced a resolution sharply critical of a recent fundraising 
letter concerning Alaska circulated nationwide by the S ierra Club.

In the letter, Sierra Club Executive Director Carl Pope urges 
members to "Save Alaska's wilds". He say the fate of our state "is in 
the hands of powerful men who are threatening to destroy Alaska's 
precious wilds." The six page letter outlines what Pope says is a 
gross misuse of Alaska's public lands. The letter solicits funds to 
stop Governor Hicke[ and "his cronies from carving up A laska's wild 
lands for development by greedy special interests."

Said Representative Phillips, "The piece of propaganda they 
sent out is so full of untruths and so defamatory we fe lt it was 
important for us, as a state legislature, to take a stand against their 
letter and take the opportunity to explain truthfully what we are 
doing with our wilderness lands and how we are responsibly 
developing our state."

"The Sierra Club letter," said Phillips, "portrays Alaskans in a 
very poor light. It lumps all of us into the category of uncaring, 
unprincipled, uncivilized human beings who are jus t here to rape, 
pillage and plunder our land. It says the Sierra Club, as the great 
"savior" of America and Alaska, has to come and take care of our 
lands because we are incapable of doing it ourselves."

Representative Phillips resolution notes that A laska contains 
over 70 percent of the nation's federal parklands, and states that 
pending legislation would appropriate $22 million to purchase 
inholdings in Kachemak Bay State Park.: The resolution requests the 
cooperation of the Sierra Club in presenting the truth about our 
state and asks the club to avoid the use of sensationalism  in its 
literature about A laska in the future.
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