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February 4, 1994

The Honorable Ramona Barnes 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Barnes:

Under authority of art. Ill, sec. 18. of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill 
7 lating to the waste and use of salmon and parts of salmon, and to permits for and 
operation of salmon hatcheries.

The bill would repeal and reenact /IS 16.05.831 (waste of salmon) to authorize the 
commissioner of fish and game to issue permits to allow the removal and sale of eggs 
from hatchery-produced salmon and the discard of the salmon carcasses. The 
permits would allow this practice only for salmon that return to hatchery terminal and 
special harvest areas or remote sites from which hatchery smolt are released, and that 
are determined by the commissioner of fish and game to be unfit for human 
consumption. This is a practice that is prohibited by existing AS 16.05.831. It is 
anticipated that persons who would be authorized under such a permit are commercial 
fishermen who are participating in a designated terminal fishery and, perhaps, 
hatchery operators or fish processors.

The language that appears in the bill as AS 16.05.831(b)(2), regarding permits 
authorizing "other uses of salmon," is currently contained in AS 16.05.831(b).

The bill also cures several problems in existing AS 16.05.831 Presently, that statute 
applies only to salmon that are "intended" for certain uses. Because that statute does 
nor indicate whose intent is to be measured, this ambiguity can cause enforcement 
problems. Also, the specified uses are not meaningful because they cover every 
conceivable use of salmon. The bill's repeal and reenactment of AS 16.05.831 
deletes this problematic language from the law.
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Because of present market conditions, it is important for the fishing industry ana 
hatchery operators to be abie to recover as much value as possible from salmon 
resources. The bill will contribute to this goal and, at the same time, will allow the 
state to more effectively enforce the statute on waste of salmon. For these reasons, I 
urge your prompt consideration and passage of the bill.
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Sincerely,

Walien'd. Hickel 
Governor



April 21. 1994

Senator Mike Miller. Chair 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau. Alaska 99S01-1182 

Dear Senator Miller.

Although we support the concept of maximizing the value of salmon and avoiding the waste of 
surplus salmon roe. we are greatly concerned with the full implications of HB 44S.

Alaska is well known for its strong wanton waste law and its support of full utilization of fishery 
resources. These positions have been instrumental in federal arenas to uphold Alaska's ability 
to manage and protect both nearshore and offshore fisheries. HB 44S would seriously erode 
Alaska’s credibility. With the political battle over the reauthorization of the Magnuson Act 
looming, we cannot allow that to occur.

This bill would also allow hatcheries and processors to be held accountable to different standards. 
Making exceptions for one sector makes it very difficult not to allow the same exceptions for 
other sectors in the future. Clearly, this is not the time to begin the erosion of Alaska’s wanton 
waste law.

Our objection to HB 448 is based on important fishery policy concerns, not on individual 
opinions regarding hatcheries. If it is the intent of the Legislature to provide assistance to the 
hatcheries, then perhaps passage of SB 251 (the fisheries enhancement and loan bill) would be 
more appropriate.

Sincerely.

Petersburg Vessel Owners Assoc. Aleutians East Borough

Arni Thomson 
Alaska Crab Coalition

Linda Bchnken
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Assoc.
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