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February 4, 19%

The Honorable Ramona L Barnes
SPeaker of the House

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Barnes:

Under the authority of art. lll, sec. 18 of the Alaska Constitution, lam transmitting a
bill to amend AS, 16.05.815(Cl) to better protect the confidentiality of certain
Department of Fish and Game records regardm? the location of fish and wildlife. The
exmtm%anguage was enacted at the request of the Department of Fish and Game in
1990. "However, as demonstrated by a recent court case, the existing language is
subject to an interpretation not anticipated by the department.

An Anchorage superior court recently found that the current statute places the burden
on the deJJar_tment to prove to the_court that the particular request for those records
poses a detriment to the fish or wildlife po?ulatlon. While a single specific request for
records might not be overly burdensome, the cumulative effect of several such
requests might cause a severe impact on the limited staff of the department. Existing
AS. 16,0581 (d? haves the door open to record requests entirely unrelated to
legitimate scientific research or management goals.

This bill will not disrupt critical scientific research and management efforts.
Government agencies, both state and federal, sometimes need the information to
complement or verify similar research studies or to further management and
conservation responsibilities. - This bill will leave the dePartme_nt with discretion to
share the information with other government agencies that might have Ie?mmate need
for those records, as well as with researchers under contract with the stafe.

| urge your support of this important bill.
Sincerely,

WalterJ. Hickel
Governor
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GOVERNOR HICKEL'’S
RADIO-TELEMETRY BILL

(SB 277 & HB 443)
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Bill Version:

FISCAL NOTE (H) Publish Date: 2/4/9 4
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision D ate Dept. Affected: Department of Fish and Game
Title Confidentiality of radio frequencies/ BRU: Wildlife Conservation
tracking wildlife Component: Wildlife Conservation
Sponsor
Requestor: Governor COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0473
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Procram Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of any current year (FY 94) cost: $ None

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared By: Geron Bruce &U, Phone: <65-6143
Division: Commissimmer's Office® "~/ . Date:  12/16/93
Approved by Cotnmissioner:.6 m//MSCxtC ~ T~~,

Agency: Akshka Pegpartment of Fish andnGMne Date:  12/16/93
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