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TO: HOUSE RESOURCE COMMITTEE
FROM: MARGE HANGER. OWNER. KETCHIKAN SFORTFI3HING

SUBJECT: HOUSE BILL NO. 140, AN ACT RELATING TO THE KING
SALMON TAG FEE.

NUMBER OF PAGE INCLUDING THIS ONE:

MESSAGE: AS FOLLOWS

To Whom it May Concern:

Ketchikan 3portfidhing supports Houua Bill No. 140 to reduce the
King aalmon tag fee for non residen :a fishing for a limited time.

I'n 1992 the State of Alaska ao|gd 205,941 non resident sport

fishing licenses. 48.221 were s<i>ld as one day non resident
licenses. 51,257 were sold as three day non resident licenses,

The number of one and three day non resident licenses combined
almost total 100,00 licenses. Almostt half of the State of Alaska
Ton resident sportflshing licenses sold were for three days or
gss.

The majority of tourist3 who come o Southeast Alaska are Cruise
Ship passengers who spend leas than a day in each port and leas
than two weeks total in Alaska, To charge these and other
tourists the same fee to fish for K ng salmon for one or two days
that s being charged to non resic ents to fish for King salmon
the entire 2eason is unfair.

We are not against fishery enhancement, we believe tnat
enhancement has already Improved fisheries in our area as well as
other area3s. We strongly fe e | tihatomabbowho parfake of the
harvest should accept the roaoonsi hiltty with th*
vuiv.iega. W« must protect, enhanee and maintain our public
resource. Those who harvest the moat should take groater

reBponsibility than those who harveet the least.
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Last year Ketchikan Sportfishing lone sent aver seven thousand
Cruise Ship passengers fishing for one day. Many of those people
did not catch a King salmon. On _ four hour charter one in four
p**T"8on* will return  to ahoro wi*h a King salmon during paak
season.

We strongly f««l that * S$20.00 f at o for r«*t«ntinn tngw Will
drastically reduce our salsa durinc King season which is half of
our operating aoaaorj, It Is uiifaix' and unwuuatituticnal to
demand that those who harvest the least pay the most simply

because they represent greater numbers and therefore greater
revenues.

We do not wish to give the impress on that because of our limited

population bass and lower tax revenues that we are making an
Alaskan habit of taxing, regulat ng and MILKING our tourist,
Milk cows eventually dry up especially when over milked. The
State of Alaska fishery resource does not solely belong to
Alaskan residents it belongs to all Americans everywhere. Wo
hope that all concerned will be treated equally end receive equal
privileges as well as assuming equal and fair responsibility in

harvesting a public resource.

Sincerely
CfT U ot”
Marge Hanger

Owner
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
POSITION PAPER

Bill No: HB 140

Sponsor: Representative Hudson

Division: Sport Fish

Bill Title: "An act relating to the king salmon tag
fee."

Department Position: Support

The King Salmon Tag is an important new user-pay funding source fpr
the Department of Fish and Game. K3 140 would modify the fee
structure for nonresident Kking salmon tags as well as provide
legislative intent that the revenues be dedicated to king salmon
sport fishing research, management, and enhancement projects. The
department supports the legislative intent.

The effect of HB 140 on total revenue from sales of the tag is
essentially neutral. However, there could be a shift on the
pattern of sales between short-term and longer-term licenses.

The department strongly recommends that a new king salmon fee
structure not go into effect until January 1, 1994. The $20
nonresident stamps have already been distributed to the vendors and
are on sale now. In addition, we believe that by the time the bill
becomes law, an RF? for printing the new nonresident stamps is
completed, and the new stamps are distributed to vendors, most of

the 1993 fishing season for king salmon will have occurred. We
believe that the cost and confusion that will result because of a
1993 effective date are not justifiable.

The department would also like the bill to be modified to require
that the king salmon stamp be purchased only by people fishing for
anadromous king salmon. This will exempt people who fish for pan-

size king salmon in landlocked stocked lakes. We recommend this
change because the landlocked lakes king salmon stocking program
usually occurs in urban areas and is intended to benefit children
and lower income fishermen, and because small king salmon in
landlocked systems are difficult to distinguish from other salmon

species.

Commissioner7s Signature Data: 2/19/93



Potential Amendments To KB 140

1. Effective date January 1, 1994
2. Page 1, line 12 insert the word "anadromous"”™ before Kking
salmon.

3. *Sec. 3. AS 16.05.340(a)(23) is amended to read:

(23) Residnet King sSalmon ., $10
A residnet may not engage in sport fishing for anadromous King
salmon without having a valid [THE CURRENT YEAJ3'S] king salmon tag
in the resident's actual possession, unless that person

(A) qualifies for the 25 cent license fee under (1) of
this subsection:

(B) etc

3. Page 1, line 12 add:
(D) nonresid™et military king salmon tag .. %20
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P*qu«rtor: Houaa Sota'ai CommiHea (P> Rshenea COMPONENT SERIAL NO. U *.
EXPENtXTURES/REVENUES : (Thouiiu'Ki* of Collar)
OPERATING FYo4 r FY 90 FY 98 nrov FY 90 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES 14 14 14 14 14 14
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.3 93
SUPPUES -
ECUIPMENT

LANO 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS

ter=< Lswpniif
TOTAL OPERATING 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 105
CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE 1024 ai.s 3.9 3R.2 .5 R.7 23
NENTHNG- iThmenricke cf Pelbml

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Matcn

1004 GF

1005 GF/Prog:am Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other '024 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9

TOTAL 10.9 109 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY
Estimate of cumra yaar (FYB3) Impact 1  Non*

ANALYSIS: (Atucn a separate paga if neceiaary.)
v»* attached

«*/»pared By: Rocky Hpfme3 Pfwoa: 465-6187

*>N  ohiaJn OMslon of Soort Fish 0 _Cabt»:  2/22/93
Appioved by Commi i”ipoar .
Agtncy: Ooarffnem rf Fish and Game Data: 3/22/93.
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HB 140A (1-Day license increased to $10)

Fiscal Note Analysis:

Expenditures included in this hill are for the additional cost of
printing, distributing, and accounting for individually numbered
nonresident king salmon tags. Tags will be individually numbered
in order to prevent the possibility of illegal reuse of short term
tags, and to facilitate accurate accounting of the number of tags
sold by vendors. These costs include: $1.4 in personal services

for a non-permanent position (range 8) for 1 month to assist in
mailouts of supplies and in data entry of stamps issued, sold, and
returned (an estimated 120,000 tags will be sold in FY94) ; and 9.4
in contractual for the additional cost of printing individually

numbered tags.

The enclosed table lists the assumptions used to estimate the
effect of this bill on revenue. Part one of the table lists the
predicted number of king salmon tags that willbe sold by each
class of nonresident license. Projected sales were estimated based
on past increases in license sales, and it was assumed that 35% of

all nonresident license holders would by a kingsalmon tag. The
second part of the table lists the projected king salmon tag
revenue based on the current cost of a nonresident tag ($20) . The

third part of the table lists the projected revenue based on the
king salmon tag fees proposed in H3 140A. The net effect of the
bill would be to increase revenue to the Fish and Game fund by

about $31.6 in FY94.



AMENDMENTS TO HB140 INHOUSE (FSH) COMMITTEE:

The amendments below were either proposed by the Department of
Fish & Game (see Position Paper, dated 2/19/93) or by the House
Special Committee on Fisheries. All were adopted, and are contained
in CSHB 140 (FSH):

1. adopted an effective date of January 1, 1994,
2. distinguish between "anadromous"™ and land-locked king salmon;

3. technical amendment- to leave king salmon tag fee at $20 for
military and dependents, this fee would have to be separated from
nonresident annual fee rate (which is $30. under this bill);

4. treat nonresident youths (under the age of 16) similar to resident
youths by excluding both groups from the necessity of purchasing a
tag;

5. established a $10 fee (HB140 proposed $5) for the nonresident 1
day tag.

6. title change: add word Anadromous and the language and
providing for an effective date.



CSHB 140(FSH)

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS:

SECTION 1L

SECTION 2:

SECTION 3:

SECTION 4:

SECTION 5:

intent language was included to underscore the
purpose of this legislation and the tag fee program.
King salmon tag fees should be appropriated to
support only king salmon sport fishing research,
management, and enhancement projects.

amends current law by requiring residents to
purchase a tag only for anadromous king salmon.

amends current law by:

a. requiring nonresidents to purchase a tag only for
anadromous king salmon;

b. establishes a graduated fee schedule for
nonresidents ($10, 15 & 30) based on validation
period (1,3, & 14 day / annual period);

c. exempts nonresidents, under the age of 16, from
tag requirement;

d. leaves in place a flat rate tag fee ($20) for

military personnel and dependents.

technical amendment, clarifying that the Kking
salmon tag, similar to all other fishing licenses &
tags, expires December 31 following issuance.

this act takes effect January 1, 1994.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB140(FSH) "An Act ielating to the king salmon tag fee."

This bill was introduced to address concerns raised by individuals in
out tourism/sport fish industry. In short, the current flat fee of
$20.00 (imposed on all nonresidents) is very likely to discourage
sport fish participation among short-time tourists (those with a one
to three day turnaround). A response of this nature is likely to have
a very detrimental impact on our resident sport-guide businesses

and local economies.

Fortunately, there is a ve~ -unp: solution to this problem- institute

a graduated fees schedule. J(FSH) would repeal the flat
$20.00 rate, while imposing i .hat increases ($10, $15 and $30)
with the validation period (one , three, 14 day or annual tag).

Furthermore, a graduated rate schedule not only addresses the
adverse economic implications of a flat rate system, it also insures
that fees are commensurate with resource impacts. The longer a
nonresident participates in our fishery resource, the higher their fee

will become.

The Department of Fish & Game has worked closely with the sponsor
on this legislation, and supports its passage.

CSHB140(FSH) carries a positive fiscal note of $70.6 in FY94 (81.6
additional revenues, less 10.9 in administrative costs).



