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Sena t o r  R o b i n  L. T ay l o r  w an t s  th e  G o v e r n o r  to b u y  A l aska f rom 
t he  f ede ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  for $10 b i l l i o n .

T h a t ' s  t h e  e s s e n c e  of S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  1C, 
i n t r o d u c e d  in th e  A l a ska  Sta te  S e n a t e  t o d a y .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n
c a l l s  for n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  State and  t h e  U.S.  C o n g r e s s  
for t h e  p u r c h a s e  of al l  f e d e ra l  l a nd ,  wa te r  or l a nd  and water ,  
no t  i n c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a nd  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s .

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  offer a $500,000 b o n u s  if t h e  f e d s  a l s o  
r em o v e  t h e  E n v i r o nm e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y ,  t h e  U.S.  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s  a n d  t h e  U .S .  D e p a r tm e n t s  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d
A g r i c u l t u r e  a nd  al l  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  f rom A l aska .

S C R  18 sa y s  t h e  f ede ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  has  v i o l a t e d  the  A la ska  
S t a t e h o o d  C o m p a c t  and  c a l l s  th e  buy-out p r o p o s a l  "a fa i r  and 
p r o p e r  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s p u t e " .

"A c om p a c t  i s a c on t r a c t  a nd  may  not  be u n i l a t e r a l l y  a l t ered by 
e i t h e r  party",  T a y l o r  sa id .  "The federa l  g o v e r n m e n t  has  v i o l a t e d  
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .  I don ' t  t h i n k  i ts far f e t c h e d  to of fer  to se t t l e
th i s  c on t r a c t  d i s p u t e  by b u y i n g  ou t one  of the  par tners ."

T a y l o r  s a i d  t h e  buy-out  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  s u r f a c e  a n d  s u b s u r f a c e  
r i g h t s  a nd  w o u l d  c a l l  for  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  to 
r e l i n q u i s h  a l l  d o m i n i o n ,  c o n t r o l  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r
federa l  l a nd  in A l a ska .
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T h e  S e n a t e  Ma j o r i t y  Leade r  p o i n t e d  ou t  that  $10 b i l l i o n  w o u l d  
go a l ong  way  in h e l p i n g  to b a l a n c e  the  federa l  b udg e t  and sa id 
he  t h o u g h t  it w o u l d  be a sm a l l  p r i c e  to pay  to e n d  federa l  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  in th e  d e v e l o pm e n t  of A laska .

"Th i s  isn't o f fe red tongue-in-cheek" ,  Tay lo r  sa id .  "I'd l ike to see  
h o w  t he  f e d s  r e s p o n d  to a l e g i t i m a t e  o f f e r  to s e t t l e  ou r  
d i f f e r e n c e s  in the  t ime-hono red w ay . . . c a s h  on the  bar re l  h e a d ”.

A sked  h ow  he w o u l d  f und  the  buy-out ,  Tay lo r  sa id  that  d e c i s i o n  
w o u l d  be m a d e  if and w h e n  C o n g r e s s  i n d i c a t ed  it was  i n te res ted  
in n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l .

"The  m o n e y  is t h e r e  if A l a s k a  r e a l l y  w a n t s  to b u y  ou t  the  
f edera l  g o v e r nm e n t ,  " T ay lo r  sa id .
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(Ed i tors  a nd  News  D i rectors:  C o p y  of S C R  18 fo l l ows . )




