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Alasta State Legislature

SENATOR TIM KELLY

Official Business State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

MEMORANDUM

T0: Senator Robin Taylor, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Senator Tim Kelly

DATE: January 29, 1993

RE: SB 49 - Relating to the filing of Campaign Finance
Reports

I respectfully request that you schedule SB 49 for a hearing before the
Senate Judiciary Committee at the earliest opportunity.

Attached you will find my position paper, which contains an analysis of
the bill, and a zero fiscal note from the Department of Administration.
This legislation is supported by the Alaska Public Offices Commission and
the Department of Administration.

Thank you for your consideration.



Ala™Ma State Legislature

SENATOR TIM «evvy

Official Business State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT & ANALYSIS FOR SB 49:
"RELATING TO THE FILING OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS”

This legislation makes some long needed adjustments to our campaign reporting
laws, the major feature of wh,ch is closing the two-day reporting gap (Sec. 2,
page 2, line 13).

The law, since its inception in 1974, has contained an inadvertent two-day gap
which occurs between the seven day pre-election report and the 24 hour reports.
The reporting period for the 7 day pre-election report ends three days prior to
the report due date. The 24 hour reports for contributions which exceed $250 do
not begin until 7 days prior to the election. Thus, contributions exceeding $250
received the 9th and 8th days before the election are not reported until the 10
day post election report. This has the effect of obscuring the public's right to
know.

In addition, SB A would change the deadline for filing year-end campaign
reports from December 31st to February 15th (Sec. 1, page 2, line 7). In
recognition of the impracticality of the December 31st deadline, the Alaska
Public Office Commission (APOC) has allowed year-end reports to be filed on
January 15th, well after the statutory date, for several years. The February
15th deadline would allow candidates and groups the use of December bank
statements, and provide a longer time period to prepare a year-end report.

This legislation was introduced in the 17th Legislature and, after passage in the
House, passed the Senate Ethics Reform and Judiciary Committees. APOC had
previously requested the following amendments which have been included in SB

1) In Section 1, on page 1, lines 8-14, new language clarifies the scope of
the year-end report. The year-end reporting period starts with the most recent
report filed or with the beginning of the campaign, whichever is later. The
reporting period ends with the previous calendar year, i.e. on December 31.

2) In Section 1, on page 2, lines 8-10, the filing of zero reports are made
mandatory. This allows APOC to monitor report filing and notify filers if no
report is received: More importantly, mandatory filing would help avoid the
problem of discovering at a later date that a report should have been filed and
that a significant fine has accrued.



STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

FISCAL NOTE

Department Affected: Administration

Title: ’An Act relating to preelection reports: closing the two-dav
reporting gap in those reports: setting the date of February ... ’
Sponsor: Senators Kelly, Donley

Requestor

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 70
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Estimate of currant year (FY93) impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared by: Karen Boorman, Director
Division: Alaska Public Offices Commission

Approved by Commissioner
Agency: Administration
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BRU: Alaska Public Offices Commission

FY 97

O O ©O O o o o o o

O O O O © o o

o

BILL NO. SB 49

Component: Alaska Public Offices Commission

FY 98

O O O O ©O o o o o

O O O O o o o

o

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

/'] Q/LEGI 3/02201JCEV1

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

FY 99

O O O O © o o o o

o O O O O o o

o



