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T h i s  b i l l  in l a r g e  p a r e  r e f l e c t s  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s i n g  p r a c t i c e  a n d  t h e  

t h i n k i n g  o f  e x p e r i e n c e d  s u p e r v i s o r s  in t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  
Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  (D F Y S ). It m o v e s  d e t a i l  f r o m  q u a s i - l e g i s l a t i v e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  n e a r l y  t w o  d e c a d e s  i n t o  a c o h e s i v e  

l i c e n s i n g  law. P r o p o s e d  m o d e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  A l a s k a  l i c e n s i n g  a r e  
e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a n d  c o m m e n t a r y .

F o l l o w i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m u n i t y  C a r e  L i c e n s i n g  

bill, D F Y S  c o n d u c t e d  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  h e a d s  c f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  k e y  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  b i l l .  
T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d r a f t e d  a m e n d m e n t s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .

H o u s e  K E S  s e n t  t h e  b i l l  to L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l ,  T e r r y  L a u t e r b a c h ,  
to i n c o r p o r a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  a m e n d m e n t s  w i t h  c h a n g e s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  a 
H E S  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r .  H o u s e  H E S  a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  Ms. L a u t e r b a c h  

r e v i e w  t h e  b i l l  f o r  c o n f o r m a n c e  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .  M s  L a u t e r b a c h  p r o p o s e d  t e c h n i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s .  A l l  w e r e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  H E S  C o m m i t t e e  

w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

S e n a t e  H E S  a d o p t e d  a C S  f o r  S B  2 6 8  t h a t  m a t c h e d  t h e  H o u s e  H E S  

v e r s i o n  at t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e y  t h e n  p a s s e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a d  n o  o b j e c t i o n  to 
a m e n d m e n t s  at t h e  time, b u t  o n  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c h i l d  f o s t e r  c a r e ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e q u e s t s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  m e e t s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  H E S  a m e n d m e n t  a n d  t h a t  
w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  r e v i s e d  d e f i n i t i o n .  (See 

D e p a r t m e n t  a m e n d m e n t . )  O t h e r  t h a n  m i n o r  w o r d i n g  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  
c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  a r e  n o t e d  i n  t h i s  

a n a l y s i s .

P a g e

1 S e c t io n s  1 t h r o u g h  8 ^C o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  O th e r  S t a tu t e s )  m a k e

c o n f o r m i n g  n u m b e r i n g  o r  t e r m i n o l o g y  a m e n d m e n t s  to o t h e r  l a w s  
i n c l u d i n g  C r i m i n a l ,  A d o p t i o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  

O m b u d s m a n ,  C h i l d  C a r e  g r a n t  a n d  D a y  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  law s .  
T h e r e  is n o  c h a n g e  in s u b s t a n c e .  S e c t i o n s  w e > /  a d d e d  b y
Ms. L a u t e r b a c h .

3 S e c t io n  9 (A p p e a l H e a r in g s )  a l s o  s e t s  c u t  c o n f o r m i n g

a m e n d m e n t s .  It r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a p p e a l  h e a r i n g s  f o l l o w i n g  a l l  
s e r i o u s  e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e
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p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t . D F Y S  w i l l  
c o n d u c t  a p p e a l  h e a r i n g s  u n d e r  t h e i r  i n f o r m a l  g r i e v a n c e  
p r o c e d u r e  f o r  l e s s  o n e r o u s  a c t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  a d e n i a l  of a 
r e q u e s t  t o r  a  v a r i a n c e .

S e c t io n  10 (P u rp o s e ; A p p l i c a b i l i t y )  a d d s  a p u r p o s e  s t a t e m e n t .  
D F Y S  i n t e n d s  t o  u s e  t h e  p u r p o s e  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  to c l a r i f y  t h e  
r o l e  o f  l i c e n s i n g  f o r  p r o v i d e r s  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  to i n f o r m  
p a r e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  p l a y  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  s e l e c t i n g  a n d  
m o n i t o r i n g  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  S e c t i o n  10 e s t a b l i s h e s  
t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e  a p p l y  b o t h  f o r  p r o g r a m s  
r e q u i r e d  to b e  l i c e n s e d  a n d  f o r  t h o s e  t h a t  v o l u n t a r i l y  c h o o s e  
to b e  l i c e n s e d .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e d  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  C h a p t e r  f r o m  " I n s t i t u t i o n s "  tc 
" C o m m u n i t y  C a r e  L i c e n s i n g . "  Ms. L a u t e r b a c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

R e v i s o r  c f  S t a t u t e s  s e l e c t s  c h a p t e r  t i t l e s .  S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  p r e f e r s  " C o m m u n i t y  C a r e  L i c e n s i n g "  as t h e  t i t l e .

S e c t io n  11 (P ow e rs  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t)  is a m e n d e d .

S e c t i o n  11 r e f l e c t s  u p d a t e d  t e r m i n o l o g y  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  
a n d  a g e n c i e s  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  c h a p t e r  

a n d  a u t h o r i s e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  a d o p t  f e e s  by- 
r e g u l a t i o n .  R e f e r  a l s o  to t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o n  p a g e  21.

S e c t i o n  11 p r o v i d e s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  e n t e r  

i n t o  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  to p e r f o r m  l i c e n s i n g  e v a l u a t i o n s .  D F Y S  h a s  
a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  a b o u t  12 a g e n c i e s  t o  p e r f o r m  l i c e n s i n g  
e v a l u a t i o n s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o s t e r  c a r e .  O n l y  t h r e e  a g r e e m e n t s  
i n v o l v e  s t a t e  funds, a n d  t h o s e  t h r e e  a r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  

p r o c u r e m e n t  cod e .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  c o d e  r a r e l y  
a p p l i e s ,  r e f e r e n c e  to it is r e m o v e d .

T h e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  d e l e g a t i n g  p o w e r s  to a 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  r e v i s e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  (MOA) . T h e  M O A  is t h e  o n l y  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  h a s  a d o p t e d  a n  o r d i n a n c e  to l i c e n s e  
c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s .  T h e  r e v i s i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
t h e  M O A  t o  a d o p t  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  m e e t  o r  e x c e e d  
s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s .

S e c t io n  12 ( L ic e n s e  R e q u ire d ;  E x e m p tio n s )  s t a t e s  t h a t  a c h i l d  

c a r e  l i c e n s e  is r e q u i r e d  u n l e s s  t h e  f a c i l i t y  is e x e m p t .  

F a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l i c e n s u r e  p r o c e s s  
a r e  l i s t e d .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  
a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n s  n o t e d  b e l o w .

T h e  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  
m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  w a s  a m e n d e d  in H o u s e  H E S  t o  c l e a r l y  e x e m p t  
f a c i l i t i e s  o n  C o a s t  G u a r d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  
C o m m a n d e r  G a r y  P a l m e r  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  in t h e  U S  C o a s t  G u a r d .
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T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  o n  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  

a n d  t h e  e x e m p t i o n s  for t h e  l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  
a n d  F a i r b a n k s ,  b u t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a g r e e d  to c o n t i n u e  to 
l i c e n s e  f a m i l y  c h i l d  c a r e  h o m e s  u n d e r  v o l u n t a r y  l i c e n s u r e  o n  
C o a s t  G u a r d  I n s t a l l a t i o n s  in c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e  C o r d o v a  a n d  
S i t k a .  C h i l d  c a r e  is l i m i t e d  t h ere, a n d  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  h a s  no

S e c t io n  13  d e s c r i b e s  l i c e n s e  i s s u a n c e ,  d e n i a l  a n d  r i g h t  to
a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  a l i c e n s e  by c o n s o l i d a t i n g  m a t e r i a la p p e a l ,

f r o m  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

o v e r s i g h t  m e a n s .  L i c e n s u r e  w i l l  b e  o n  a t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s .

L i c e n s i n g  s t a t u t e s  a r e  n o t  i n t e n d e d  to a p p l y  to c a r e  f r o m  
r e l a t i v e s .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  h a d  a d r a f t i n g  e r r o r  t h a t  w a s  
a m e n d e d  i n  H o u s e  H E S  to c l e a r l y  e x e m p t  r e l a t i v e  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  

g r e a t  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w e r e  a d d e d  to t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  cf r e l a t i v e s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  s t a t u t e  is p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  
e x p a n d e d  i n  f o u r  a r e a s  as s o u n d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .  T h e y  ar e :

T h e  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o p e r a t e d  p r o g r a m s  is 
r e m o v e d  e x c e p t  w h e r e  s p e c i f i e d .  O n l y  o n e  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  M O A ,  h a s  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  to l i c e n s e  a n d  it 
d o e s  n o t  o p e r a t e  p r o g r a m s .

c / 7  • T h e  c l a u s e  i n  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  c h a t  a l l o w s  a f o s t e r  h o m e
o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t y  to o p e r a t e  f o r  90 d a y s  w i t h o u t  a 

l i c e n s e  is r e m o v e d .  T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  to r e d u c e  r i s k  
b e f o r e  p e r s o n s  r e c e i v e  c a r e  is lost, if p r o g r a m s  b e g i n  
w i t h o u t  l i c e n s u r e .  C o n s i d e r  t h a t  a p e r s o n  is n o t  a l l o w e d  
t o  o p e r a t e  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  b e f o r e  o b t a i n i n g  a l i c e n s e .

5 7 • T h e  d e f i n e d  a g e  o f  a c h i l d  is c h a n g e d  f r o m  " u n d e r  IS
y e a r s  o f  a g e "  to " u n d e r  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e "  f o r  r e q u i r i n g  
l i c e n s u r e  in f o s t e r  h o m e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h i l d  c a r e .  M o  

k n o w n  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  c h a n g e .

T h e  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  t h e  " o c c a s i o n a l "  p l a c e m e n t  o f  a c h i l d  
f o r  a d o p t i o n  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  w a s  d e l e t e d  in t h e  

G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l .  M o s t ,  if n o t  all, a t t o r n e y s  n o w  
a r r a n g i n g  n o n - r e l a t i v s  a d o p t i o n s ,  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a 

l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  p l a c e m e n t  a g e n c y  t o  o b t a i n  e v a l u a t i o n s  a n d  
o v e r s i g h t  f o r  a d o p t i o n  p l a c e m e n t s .  S e n a t e  H E S  a d d e d  (e) 

(5) w h i c h  e x e m p t s  a p e r s o n  w h o  a r r a n g e s  c h i l d  p l a c e m e n t  
o n  a n  i n c i d e n t a l  b a s i s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n .

V o l u n t a r y  l i c e n s u r e  is r e t a i n e d .

( A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  l i c e n s e ) . I t e m s  t h a t  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  a n  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  a r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d .



( P r o v is io n a l  l i c e n s e ;  B ie n n ia l  L i c e n s e ) . R e t a i n i n g  o n  s i t e  

i n s p e c t i o n s  p r i o r  to l i c e n s e  i s s u a n c e  h a s  s t r o n g  c o m m u n i t y  
s u p p o r t  as i n d i c a t e d  in c o m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g s  o n  t h e  d r a f t .

O n e  a m e n d m e n t  in H o u s e  H E S  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r  th a t  
o n l y  m i n i m a l  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c a n  b e  m e t  in t h e  m i d d l e  
o f  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a v i l l a g e  u n d e r  e m e r g e n c y  c o n d i t i o n s .  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  G r a n t e e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  to l i c e n s i n g  
u n d e r  e m e r g e n c y  p l a c e m e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  S e e  p a r a g r a p h  ( b ) .

(D e n ia l  o f  L ic e n s e ;  R ig h t  t o  A p p e a l)  C u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  is 
d e s c r i b e d .

T h e  term, ( V a r ia n c e s ) ,  r a t h e r  than, w a i v e r s ,  m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  
r e f l e c t s  a p p r o v e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to m e e t i n g  t h e  i n t e n t  cf a 
r e q u i r e m e n t .  T h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  g r a n t i n g  v a r i a n c e s  is s e t  cut. 
R e a s o n a b l e  v a r i a n c e s  a r e  w i d e l y  u s e d .

(C o n te n t  o f  th e  L ic e n s e )  is c o n s o l i d a t e d  f r o m  f i v e  s e t s  of 
r e g u l a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  v o l u m e  b y  4/5.

H o u s e  H E S  a m e n d e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  at t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  to p r o v i d e  t h a t  a v a r i a n c e  i s s u e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  l i c e n s u r e  b e  p o s t e d  n e a r  t h e  l i c e n s e .  T h i s  wi ' I ^re^ e n t  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  t h e  e x t r a  p a p e r w o r k  o f  i s s u i n g  a n  a m e n u t u  l i c e n s e  to 
d i s p l a y  t h e  v a r i a n c e .

S e c t io n  14 ( N o n - t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y ) r e t a i n s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  

l i c e n s e s  a r e  n o t  t r a n s f e r r a b l e  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  o w n e r  o r  
l o c a t i o n .

S e c t io n  15 ( O r ie n t a t io n  and  T r a in in g )  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  

o r  l i c e n s e e s  c o m p l e t e  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  p r e s c r i b e s  i n  r e g u l a t i o n .  C u r r e n t l y  o n l y  c h i l d  
f o s t e r  h o m e  t r a i n i n g  is m e n t i o n e d  in s t a t u t e ,  h o w e v e r  

o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  is r e q u i r e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  ail 
t y p e s  o f  car e .

(R e c o rd s )  m u s t  b e  k e p t  b y  t h e  l i c e n s e e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a n d a r d s .  S i n c e  l i c e n s i n g  r e c o r d s  a r e  o p e n  
a n d  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e v i e w e d  b y  p a r e n t s  s e e k i n g  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  
o t h e r s ,  s p e c i f y i n g  w h i c h  r e c o r d s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  

i n s p e c t i o n  is i m p o r t a n t .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p e r s o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  is s e n s i t i v e  a n d  s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  o p e n  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  t h e  p u b l i c .

S e c t io n  16 ( M o n i to r in g ;  I n v e s t i g a t i o n )  o u t l i n e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  
f o r  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l .  A n  a n n u a l  s e l f  

m o n i t o r i n g  r e p o r t  is a d d e d .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  a s e l f  
m o n i t o r i n g  r e p o r t  w i l l  m o t i v a t e  t h e  l i c e n s e e  to s e e k  t o  m e e t  
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  t i m e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  
r e v i e w .  In a d d i t i o n  t h e  s e c t i o n  e n c o u r a g e s  p a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e



p l a c e d  c h i l d r e n  in c h i l d  c a r e  t o  m o n i t o r  b y  r e q u i r i n g  th a t  

t h e y  r e c e i v e  a s u m m a r y  o f  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  for 
r e p o r t i n g  c o n c e r n s .  A  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  i n f o r m e d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  
g o  a l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  e n s u r i n g  c a r e  is s a f e  f o r  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .

( B ie n n ia l  L ic e n s e  R enew a l) T h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  r e n e w a l  of a 
l i c e n s e  is s p e c i f i e d  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  o n l y  

i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  l i c e n s i n g  m a n u a l  a r e  i n c l u d e d .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  if t h e r e  is a v a c a n c y  ir. a o n e  p e r s o n  o f f i c e  a n d  a 
l i c e n s e  e x p i r e s ,  it is a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e x t e n d e d  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  

o r  u n t i l  a d e p a r t m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a y  v i s i t  to p e r f o r m  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  If t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f i n d s  n o n c o m p l i a n c e ,  a p l a n  
o f  c o r r e c t i o n  a n d  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  is r e q u i r e d .

( N o t ic e  o f  C hanges) R e q u i r e d  n o t i c e s  a r e  u p d a t e d  a n d  

s t a n d a r d i s e d .  S e n a t e  H E S  a d d e d  " c o n v i c t i o n "  to t h e  c h a n g e s  
t h a t  m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d  .by a l i c e n s e e .

S e c t io n  17 (C o m p la in ts ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e n fo rc e m e n t and  g ro u n d s  
f o r  l i c e n s e  r e v o c a t io n  o r  n o n re n e w a l)  a r e  s p e c i f i e d .  T h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  is a c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t  of 
e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s .  C h a n g e s :

A  r e q u i r e m e n t  to m a i l  a c o p y  of t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to t h e  c o m p l a i n a n t ,  if r e q u e s t e d .

P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  l i c e n s e e  r e t a l i a t o r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a 
c o m p l a i n a n t .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p r o t e c t  
e m p l o y e e s  w h o  a r e  f e a r f u l  o f  r e p o r t i n g  u n s a f e  p r a c t i c e s .

P r o b a b l e  c a u s e  is a d d e d  as t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  s e e k i n g  a 

s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  w h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .

• S u s p e n s i o n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  in c a s e s  of i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  is 
a u t h o r i z e d  u n t i l  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is 

c o m p l e t e .  S u s p e n s i o n  is m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  i m m e d i a t e  
r e v o c a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e .

T h e  a r r a y  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n s  a u t h o r i z e d  a r e  l i s t e d  

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e v o c a t i o n  o r  n o n r e n e w a l .  M o s t  
a p p e a r  n o w  o n l y  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  l i c e n s i n g  m a n u a l .

S e n a t e  H E S  e l i m i n a t e d  a s e n t e n c e  f r o m  (h) t h a t  s t a t e d ,  "If a 
t i m e  p e r i o d  is n o t  s e t  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  or 

n o n r e n e w a l  is p e r m a n e n t ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m e r  l i c e n s e e  m a y  n o t  a g a i n  
a p p l y  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r . "  T h e  s e n t e n c e  is n o t  
n e e d e d  as t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  s p e c i f y  p e r m a n e n t  r e v o c a t i o n  in 
i t s  f i n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r d e r .
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19 S e n a t e  H E S  c r e a t e d  (a) (3) o n  l i n e  8, a s  a s u b s e c t i o n  a p a r t
f r o m  s u b s e c t i o n  (2). T h i s  c h a n g e  r e s u l t s  in s e x  c r i m e s  b e i n g  

e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  10 y e a r  t i m e  l i m i t  t h a t  is in s u b s e c t i o n  2) .

19 ( L ic e n s in g  A d u l t  F a c i l i t i e s )  o u t l i n e s  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  l i c e n s i n g

a d u l t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d u l t  f o s t e r  
h o m e s ,  in b r i e f .  P i o n e e r  H o m e s ,  a s  n o w ,  a r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  

l i c e n s u r e .  M a n y  p r o v i s i o n s  in b i l l  s e c t i o n s  11 -1" a r e
i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  r e f e r e n c e .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  w o u l d  g o  i n t o  e f f e c t  
o n l y  if t h e  c o m p a n i o n  A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  b i l l  d i d  n o t  p a s s .  It 

w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  a d u l t  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  
r e m a i n  r e g u l a t e d  b y  D F Y S  in t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  
b i l l  a c e s  n o t  p a s s .

20 ( A d m in is t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u re )  c o m p l e m e n t s  s e c t i o n  9 in s p e c i f y i n g  
a p p e a l s  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  f o r  
s e r i o u s  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

2 1  ( Im m u n ity  f ro m  L i a b i l i t y )  is p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

a g e n c i e s  a c t i n g  u n d e r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  p e r f o r m  
l i c e n s i n g  e v a l u a t i o n s .  L i a b i l i t y  c o n c e r n  is o f t e n  c i t e d  as a 

d e t e r r e n t  t o  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  in p e r f o r m i n g  
l i c e n s i n g  e v a l u a t i o n s .  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  a n d  o t h e r  n o n p r o f i t  
a g e n c i e s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

21 (P e n a lt y )  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  c h a p t e r  as a

c l a s s  E m i s d e m e a n o r  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c h a n g e d .

21 S e c t io n  18 ( D e f i n i t i o n s )  a r e  u p d a t e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  " n u r s e r y "

is a t e r m  n o w  i n  s t a t u t e .  It b e c o m e s  a " c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y .  
T h e  o u t d a t e d  term, " i n s t i t u t i o n , "  b e c o m e s  " r e s i d e n t i a l  c h i l d  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y " .

22 I n  S e n a t e  HES, c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t
c o l l a b o r a t e d  to e x e m p t  p a r e n t - a r r a n g e d  c a r e  f o r  up t o  45 d a y s  
b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a f o s t e r  h o m e .  S i n c e  t h e  c h a n g e  

c r e a t e d  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  p r o p o s e d  a n  
a m e n d a e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  H E S  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s .

23 S e c t io n  19 T h i s  is a n  a m e n d m e n t  a d d e d  b y  M s .  L a u t e r b a c h
s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  at t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  b i l l .  It a m e n d s
t e r m i n o l o g y  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  p u r c h a s e  o f  s e r v i c e  c h a p t e r  to 
c o n f o r m  to t h e  b i l l .

23 S e c t io n  20 r e p e a l s  s e v e r a l  e x i s t i n g  s e c t i o n s  i n  C h a p t e r  35.

23 S e c t io n s  21  - -  26 R e m a i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  c o n t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  t i m e t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  u s e  
f o r  a n  o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  o f  l i c e n s u r e  
t o  t h e  n e w  o n e .  M o r e  t h a n  1 , 9 0 0  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  w i t h
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a c a p a c i t y  f o r  1 3 , 6 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  n o w  f a i l  u n d e r  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  l i c e n s i n g  s t a t u t e .  T h e  t i m e  l i n e  f o r  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  is a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  to a l l o w  f o r  t h e  

t r a n s i t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  r e v i e w  
r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  s e v e n  o r  m o r e  t y p e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  
a g e n c i e s ,  w o r k  w i t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  to 
d r a f t  r e v i s e d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c a r e  a n d  
a g e n c y  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s t a t u t e ,  c o n d u c t  p u b i i c  r e v i e w  of 

d r a f t s ,  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d e v e l o p  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  c o n d u c t  l i c e n s i n g  t r a i n i n g  f o r  b o t h  c r c v i d e r s  
a n d  l i c e n s o r s .
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January 28. 1994

The Honorable Hick Halford 
President o f the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority o f art. III. sec. 18. o f the Alaska Constitution. I am transmitting a 
bill relating to the licensing, by the Department o f Health and Social Services (DHSS). 
of facilities for the care of children, child placement agencies, maternity homes, and 
residential facilities and foster homes for adults. The bill reorganizes and clarifies 
existing licensing statutes and provides much-needed detail in the statutes. The bill's 
reorganization of the statutes separates licensing of child-related facilities from 
licensing of adult facilities.

Sections 5 and 7 - 12 o f the bill set out new statutory provisions that provide for the 
licensing and regulation of child foster homes, child care facilities, residential child care 
facilities, child placement agencies, and maternity homes. Section 7 o f the bill clarifies 
which of these facilities are required to be licensed and which are exempt from 
licensure. Licensing procedures and requirements, appeal procedures, and 
operational requirements that apply to all such facilities are set out in secs. 7 - 1 1 .  
Those sections provide for provisional licenses and biennial licenses, and specify that 
DHSS must inspect and investigate a facility before either a provisional license or 
initial biennial license is issued. Renewal procedures for biennial licenses are also 
provided. Complaint, investigation, and other enforcement provisions are set out in 
sec. 12 o f the bill.

Section 13 of the bill sets out a separate article in AS 47.35 to address licensure and 
regulation of adult residential cars facilities. Many o f the provisions in secs. 7 - 12 of 
the bill are incorporated by reference in the adult residential care facility article. I 
intend to introduce a bill this session relating to "assisted living homes" for adults; that 
bill will place licensing and regulation of adult residential facilities in a new chapter in

GOVERNOR'S 
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AS 47. If that bill passes the legislature and becomes law, sec. 13 of the attached bill 
will not take effect. See sec. 21 of the bill.

Sections 14 and 15 of the bill set out general provisions for administrative adjudication 
procedures, liability immunity, criminal penalty, and definitions for AS 47.35.

Sections 1 - 4 and 6 o f the bill make conforming amendments to existing statutes to 
reflect changes made by secs. 5 and 7 - 15 of the bill. Section 16 of the bill repeals 
most of the existing statutes in AS 47.35 -  their provisions have been reworded and  
reorganized in secs. 5 and 7 - 15 of the bill. Section 17 of the bill contains transition 
provisions that specify how the bill affects existing as well as new facilities.

Section 18 of the bill authorizes DHSS to begin the regulation adoption process so 
that necessary regulations can take effect on the effective date o f the statutory 
changes made by the bill. Sections 19 - 21  provide an immediate effective date for 
sec. 18 and a January 1. 1996 effective date for the statutory changes made by the 
remainder o f the bill. Section 21 makes the January 1, 1996 effective date for sec. 13 
contingent on another adult residential facility bill not becoming law. as discussed 
earlier in this letter.

I urge your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
0 *

//

Walter J. Hickel 
Governor



-ft#'? ~ / - >v- ' ?V '7'rr}'yiiri t

FISC A L N O TE

Revision Date: A p r i l 13, 1994________________
Title: C o m m u n ity  Care L iccnsinn

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1994  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

DI LL NO.  CSS D 268 (I-I ES)

_Dept. Affected: I-Icnith and Social Services 

_BRU: F a m ily  &  Y o u th  Services

_Component: C entral O ffice _______________

Requestor S e n a te  J u d i c i a r y COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0259

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s : (Thou sands of Dollars)
L  O P E R A T IN G FY95 FY96 | F Y97 F Y 9 8  | F Y 9 9 F Y 0 0  |
| PERSONAL SERVICES I i I
I TRAVEL 45.0 20.0 I I I
| CONTRACTUAL 20.0 15.0 I

SUPPLIES 

EQUIPMENT 

LAND & STRUCTURES 

GRANTS, CLAIMS 

MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 6 5 .0 35.0 i 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

C A P ITA L E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E S  IN R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)

I 1002 Federal Receipts I I I !
| 1003 GF Match l i l t
! 1004 GF 65.0 35.01

1005 GF/Program Receipts 1 1 1 1
1006 GF/MHTIA 1 1 1 1 1

1 Other 1 1 1
; TO TA L 65.0 | 35.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 1

P O S IT IO N S :

| FULL-TIME 1 I 1 1
I PART-TIME 1 1 1
I TEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1

E stim ate  o f current year (FY 94) im pact: 0.0

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill focuses licensing on children and families: removing two types of care adult foster hom es and adult residential

care from the licensing statute if SB249, Assisted Living Homes also passes this session. It consolidates all the basic

licensing procedures into the bill, so that each program regulation will only address the program issues. The existing 

licensing statute needs to be revised to address significant changes in licensing which have occurred since the statute 

was first enacted. There is a lot of public interest and support for the licensing of child care facilities.

There v III be an 18 m onth implementation in order to allow the Division time to revise all regulations with appropriate 

public input. The bill takes full effect on January 1. 1996.
(CONTINUED)._______________ ft_____________________
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R e v is io n  D a te : B I L L  N O .  CSSB 268 (TIES)

A N A LY S IS  (c o n t.):

In FY95, the Division will appoint a task force of providers, licensing staff and others to recom m end standards for 

operation. $65,000 will be needed to begin the implementation of the changes. The $45,000 in the travel line will fund 

the task force travel, and travel for staff to conduct public hearings. The $20,000 contract tine will fund a contractor to draft 

standards for each program area, and to revise the drafts after public comment.

In FY96, the $35,000 will go toward finalizing the implementation. Contractual m oney will go for design and publication of 

forms and guidebooks to implement the standards. S20.000 will fund regional training for licensing staff and providers of 
different care types.

: It is expected that full implementation of this bill will require more funds than the $100,000 built into this fiscal note; 

however, som e of the work required for service improvements will be assumed by existing staff and resources. The 

impact of all the changes required by this bill at one time cannot, however, be assumed by existing staff. The 

improvements to the licensing program that this bill will accomplish are very important to the citizens of this state.

The revision of the licensing statute will have a major program impact on the Division of Family and Youth Services. There | 

wili be immediate need to work with those affected to propose and draft at least seven sets of licensing regulations, 

conduct public hearings, revise drafts and promulgate regulations, develop implementation materials including forms and 

guidebooks for each type of care, revise the licensing procedures manual for staff, train licensees and licensing staff. The j 

Department of Law advises this must be done within 18 months.

Com m unity participation in the revision of standards is important to ensure that the standards developed are clear and 

viable, and that there is consensus.



C om m un ity  C a re  L ic e n s in g  B i l l  
F i s c a l  N o te :  W o rk in g  S m a rt i n  th e  9 0 ' s

A d v a n c e  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  b y
• C o n s o l i d a t i n g  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s

• C o n v e n i n g  a w o r k i n g  t a s k  f o r c e  to f o r m  s t a n d a r d s
• P u b l i s h i n g  g u i d e b o o k s  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  t r a i n i n g  
E i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  n e e d e d  f o r  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m .
• T h e  A c t  t a k e s  f u l l  e f f e c t  o n  J a n u a r y  1, 199 6 .

M o r e  t h a n  1 , 9 0 0  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  (at l e a s t  s e v e n  
t y p e s )  w  c a p a c i t y  o f  1 3 , 6 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d .
(S e e  p i e  c h a r t .)

• T h e  d i v i s i o n  is v e r y  c o m m i t t e d  to t h i s  p r o j e c t

• w i l l  d e v o t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  o f  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f
• d o  n o t  h a v e  r e s o u r c e s  to h a n d l e  a p r o j e c t  o f  t h i s  

m a g n i t u d e  w / o  t h e  f u n d i n g  in t h i s  f i s c a J  n o t e .

• w i l l  w i t h  i t s  o w n  r e s o u r c e s  d e s i g n  p u r c h a s e  o f  
s e r v i c e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  f o s t e r  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  
to c c r r e s o o n d  to t h e  r e v i s i o n s  i n  l i c e n s i n g .

$ 6 5 , 0 0 0
T r a v e l  L i n e  
C o n t r a c t  l i n e

$ 4 5 , 0 0 0  
2 0 , 0 0 0

40 T F 5 hearincrs
c o n t r a c t o r

D u r i n g  F Y  95 t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l

• O b t a i n  s t a n d a r d s  f r o m  s e l e c t e d  s t a t e s  a n d  m o d e l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  r e v i e w  to g a i n  f r o m  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .

• C o n v e n e  a w o r k i n g  t a s k  f o r c e  o f  c i t i z e n s  a n d  s t a f f ( e s t 2 4 )

• T w o  f a c e  to f a c e  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e s .
• T o t a l  g r o u p  to d e t e r m i n e  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  m a y  a p p l y  to a l l

t y p e s  o f  c a r e  a n d  to a d d r e s s  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e s s .  
E s t a b l i s h  f i v e  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  t o  d e v e l o p  i n i t i a l  d r a f t  
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  e a c h  t y p e  of f a c i l i t y  o r  a g e n c y .

• C o n t r a c t  w i t h  a n  a t t o r n e y  a n d / o r  s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
u s e  t a s k  f o r c e  d r a f t s  to p l a c e  s t a n d a r d s  of
o p e r a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  t y p e  of c a r e  a n d  a g e n c y  in
c o r r e c t  l e g a l  f o r m a t  a n d  e n s u r e  c o n s i s t e n c y  b e t w e e n  
r e g u l a t i o n s

p r e p a r e  a l l  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s  n e e d e d  
b e g i n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  t o o l s  a n d
r e v i s e  t h e  d r a f t s  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n d u c t s  
s e o a r a t e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  f o r  e a c h  t v o e  o f  c a r e .

FY 96 $ 3 5 , 0 0 0
T r a v e l  l i n e  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  R e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g

• C o n t r a c t  l i n e  1 5 , 0 0 0  d e s i g n / p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  f o r m s  a n d
g u i d e b o o k s

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m o n t h s  of F Y  96 t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l
contract, f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  form s ,  a n d  
g u i d e b o o k s  a n d  a l i c e n s i n g  m a n u a l  f o r  f i e l d  w o r k e r s .

• c o n d u c t  r e g i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  t r a i n i n g  f o r  b o t h  p r o v i d e r s  
a n d  l i c e n s o r s  to a c q u a i n t  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  n e w  p r o c e d u r e s . 
T r a i n i n g  is t h e  f i n a l  k e y  to s u c c e s s f u l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

C : ' 7-LIC'.CCL-t iuc .noc
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A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 9 3  I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
w e r e  m a d e  to t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  f o s t e r  h o m e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  to p u b l i s h  g u i d e b o o k s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  a s s i s t  

p e r s o n s  t o  b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s .  T h e  d i v i s i o n  a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  s o u n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  t o o l s  r e m o v e  

b a r r i e r s  to p e r s o n s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c a r e g i v i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  F Y  96 
$ 1 5 , 0 0 0  w i l l  g o  t o w a r d  d e s i g n  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  f o r m s  a n d  

g u i d e b o o k s  to i m p l e m e n t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .

F i n a l l y  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  w i l l  f u n d  r e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t w o  r o u n d s ,  o n e  f o r  
c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o n e  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d i n g  2 4  h o u r  c a r e  
a n d  c h i l d  p l a c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s .

C o n c lu s io n

A  s o u n d  l i c e n s i n g  p r o g r a m  is a c r i t i c a l  p i e c e  o f  t h e  c a r e  s y s t e m  

f o r  A l a s k a ' s  v u l n e r a b l e  c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  F u n d i n g  t h i s  
f i s c a l  n o t e  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w o r k  s m a r t  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y .  

W i t h o u t  t h e  f u n d s ,  w e  v/ill n o t  a c h i e v e  m a n y  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  w e  
s e t  o u t  t o  a c h i e v e - - t h a t  is t o  m a k e  l i c e n s i n g  e a s i e r  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  
d o  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  t h o s e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a l i c e n s e .

A d d i t i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n :  C o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t

C o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  m a y  

r e f l e c t  s t a f f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
p r o m o t e  a p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p  
o f f e r  a m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h
e n s u r e  c l e a r ,  v i a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  b u i l d  c o n s e n s u s .

T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r  w i l l  b e  to d r a f t  
r u l e s  t h a t  a r e

r e a s o n a b l e ,  c o n c i s e  a n d  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
e n f o r c e a b l e
p r o m o t e  s a f e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a r e  
a r e  m i n i m u m ,  b a s e l i n e  

a r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  
i n c o r p o r a t e  l a t e s t  t h i n k i n g
a n d  t h a t  s i m p l i f y  l i c e n s i n g  f o r  b o t h  l i c e n s i n g  s t a f f  a n d

p r o v i d e r s  o f  s e r v i c e  to t h e  d e g r e e  p o s s i b l e .

ncwa i j m i i L i n



Community Care Licensing Bill

Goals

♦ L i c e n s i n g  is i n t e n d e d  to r e d u c e  r i s k  no o u r  m o s c  
v u l n e r a b l e  c i t i z e n s

♦ T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  e n h a n c e  e f f i c i e n c y  co a c c o m p l i s h  
m o r e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  r e s o u r c e s .

Background

♦ D F Y S  l i c e n s e s  n e a r l y  2 , 0 0 0  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s .
> T h e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d s  m o r e  l i c e n s e d  c a r e  s e t t i n g s .

♦ W o r k e r s  n o w  l i c e n s e  up to n i n e  k i n d s  of care.
♦ W o r k l o a d  s t a n d a r d s :  e x c e e d e d  b y  50% in s o m e  p l a c e s .
♦ M a n y  w o r k e r s  a l s o  h a v e  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  d u t i e s .
♦ W o r k e r s  m u s t  k n e w  40 p a g e s  o l  1i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .

Passing Community Care Licensing & Assisted Living will

♦ F o c u s  D F Y S  o n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s .
♦ T r a n s f e r  r e g u l a t i o n  of c a r e  for e l d e r s  o r  a d u l t s  w i t h

a d i s a b i l i t y  to d i v i s i o n s  in t h o s e  f i elds.

♦ A d v a n c e  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  b y
• C o n s o l i d a t i n g  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s
• C o n v e n i n g  a t a s k  f o r c e  to f o r m  s t a n d a r d s
• P u b l i s h i n g  g u i d e b o o k s  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  t r a i n i n g

♦ C l a r i f y  t h e  s h a r e d  r o l e  w i t h  p a r e n t s  to e n s u r e  t h e i r  
c h i l d ' s  s a f e t y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in l i c e n s e d  care.
• Yet, t h e  s t a t e  r e t a i n s  d u t y  for o v e r s i g h t .

♦ E x p a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s
I n c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n .

• E n c o u r a g e  p a r t n e r s  to i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
r e g u l a t e d  h o m e s  in a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

GOALS/ BACKGROUND



C O M M U N I T Y  C A R E  L I C E N S E D  F A C I L I T I E S
MARCH 1994

Child Care Cenlers 129 7% 
Child Care Grp Horn 14 1%

Child Foster Horn 1088 57%

Child Care Horn 488 25%

Adult Res Fac 55 3%

Adult Foster Horn 70 4% 

Placement Agency 12 1%

Res Care Fac 57 3% 
Maternity Horn 5 0%

T o t a l  =  1 9 1 8
DFYS - 3/3/94




