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I introduced Senate Bill 26 to address a concern voiced by
voters, "....legislators lose touch with their constituents once
they get to Juneau.”™ Since Alaska®"s state government is a
creation of the people of Alaska, i1t should serve their needs to
the best of its ability. Voters have a stake in the enactment of

laws that affect: their lives.

Democratic government does better when the public is there
to oversee the process. The process of government i1s a function
of two-way communication. Face to face encounters allow the
voters and elected officials to understand each other. Good
government does not have price tag.

SB 26 would only move the site of legislative sessions from
Juneau to the Anchorage area. The thrust of this bill is
legislative reform. This one governmental reform would all ow
access to the legislative process for a majority of Alaskans.
Over 75% of Alaskans live on the road system and are within a
days driving distance of Anchorage.

Currently, access to the legislative process as well as
other high level state officials i1s limited to special interest
groups, lobbyists, and individuals who have the financial ability
and time to travel to Juneau to take part.

The use of a teleconference network was devised as a
substitute for in-person participation by the public in areas
outside of Juneau. It is an acceptable method of taking
testimony from state officials who provide factual backup.
However, 1t is the least preferable method to secure testimony
from the public and has not proven itself to be an acceptable
alternative for a concerned citizen of Alaska. A member of the
public on a teleconference is at a disadvantage in influencing
and persuading legislators to their point of view.

In addition to opening up the legislative process to average
Alaskans there would be an added benefit of yearly savings in the
cost of travel and moving expenses for a majority of legislators
and their families. The public would also realize a cost saving
in travel expenses as well as a substantial reduction in the
amount of time involved when they want to participate and testify
on legislative matters. The 1intangible cost associated with
access would also be eliminated.
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Frequently, last minute changes in legislative hearings
require bills to be held over. Scheduling changes require
witnesses to arrange to stay over or return home because of
non-refundable airline tickets. Manytimes they must forgo their
opportunity to testify on legislative matters.

Generally, Alaska 1s growing and expanding. State
government has also been growing and expanding. There 1is a
shortage of housing and commercial office space available in
Juneau. Space and land requirements are at a premium in Juneau.
Consequently, Governor Hickel has proposed building a new state
building in Juneau and the Citv and Borough of Juneau are 100%

behind the expansion.

Just two years ago a new building was constructed and a
leaseback agreement was arranged with he state to house the
Department of Environmental Conservac” . The building is
currently .eased by the state for $1,520,076 per year. In the
early 80"s one of the assurances used in favor of retaining all
of state government in Juneau was that no new buildings would be
required by state government 1in Juneau. IT the legislature
vacates the approximately 80,000 sq. ft. now occupied, this space
would be available for those executive branch agencies currently
in commercial leased space. The long term cost of keeping the
legislature in Juneau will be greater than moving the

legislature.

Weather can be and sometimes is a problem in Juneau. It 1s
not uncommon for the Juneau airport to be closed because of
weather conditions. Closures during the 121 day session
needlessly disrupt the people®s business.

The economic loss of approximately 300 jobs in Juneau could
very easily be offset by cultivating the economic potential of
the timber, fishing and mining opportunities available in and
around Juneau. During the economic transition after federal
positions were moved from Juneau to the lower 48, mining provided
the economic stimulus. Connection of Juneau to the road system
would provide an additional boost in private sector opportunities.

The Anchorage area offers the advantages of access by a
majority of the population; superior transportation access hy
rail, road or air; suitable commercial office space available at
competitive rates; and a larger labor pool to draw from when
selecting professional and clerical staff. Additionally, a wide
range of options are available to out-of-towners seeking
permanent or temporary housing. There 1s also an outstanding
assortment of visitor facilities for individuals and groups doing
business with the legislature.
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Currently, 10 senators and 19 representatives maintain
office space in Anchorage throughout the year and two Senators
utilize the visiting senator"s office on a regular basis. Two
large rooms are also leased to provided committee meeting rooms.
This space has been leased for the last six years at a cost of
$365,072 per year. This lease is up for renewal this year.

SB 26 saves money in the long term. Moving the legislative
sessions to the Anchorage area accomplishes the number one
concern by Alaskans, access to the legislative process.
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The proposal of Sen. Randy-Phillips td imove the legislature to
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" easy view

E YOU think Alaska would have a better government if
the Legislature operated within easy reach ofmost ofthe
people,"youll like the hill introduced lastweek by Republican
Sen. Randy Phillips of Eagle River.
S Co-sponsored, by Republican Bert Sharp of Fairbanks, the
measure(SB 26).calls for the Legislature to convene each -
yearin Anchorageat-“an appropriate, location” arranged
forbj“theLegislativeCouncil. s- - ¢ ~ e-;.-re . ’

;.t Thepmpdse'isreadily apparent o

The Le”slature now meets in Juneau—far removed from
most, ofthe people of the'state; accessible only by air, unless
you live in one ofthe few communities served by the South-

eastern ferries; costly and time
jgonsuming as a travel destina- .
tion; generallyisolated, and its
legislative activities mostlyout of
"touch.and out of sight ofa great
percentage of Alaskans.
This is not a Move-the-Capital
bill, it should be pointed out
Juneau would remain the
capital city. The only difference is
that the legislative session would
be held in Anchorage.

I"’HKRE HAVE 1 ->nsimilar
legislative proposals put forward
in past years, calling for the Leg-

Jislature tohold.its sessions in successive years in Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Ketchikan and Juneau.
« That5agoodidea, too. .

But the Phillips-Sharp bill is more simple and clean cut

Anchorage could accommodate the sessions with no prob-
lem—space is not at a premium. Halfofthe legislators, give
or take one ortwo, already have offices here.

And if the meetings were here, Alaskans everywhere
would have easy access to the sessions—and no longer
would our lawmakers be working in the confined and isolated
atmosphere ofJuneau. ,

Will this bill move forward? Dont beton it

More likely, it will be shuffled offinto Juneau’ fogand
mist—like the Legislature itself, out ofsight and sound of

most Alaskans.
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N ‘W here should the Alaska Legislature meet?’

(Asked at the Wasilla post office)

Cf

sn Kerry Harthun, Palmer, military: "I VlIckl Case, Palmer, mortgage
u should be in Anchorage. | banker: "

think Anchorage is more centrally
ai?that located and is better geared to han-

Jim Thompson. Wasilla, construe-
I think the Legislature lion worker: "
should convene in an area that is

Wesley Allen, Wasilla, real estate
| think they should be broker: "1 think they should con-
in the Anchorage or Fairbanks atea,

J,i

vene in Anchorage, so all citizens
, convenient and cost-effective. wh ere voters can keep their eye on can have access."
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M nfrtr; rfr>»Vt nut 7-Floven stores as easy targets — they are (Frontiersman, Jan. 29).
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Phona s Utate Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the £ .&A/A £.A
committee name

committee on =51~ dated tfj 9
bill/subject

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

I fi£ >

Address

K J-9 /A SJL ?2<?//m<?
Phone No. ; --

M | totormidop
POM TESTIMONY
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on
bill/subject
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RANDY PHILLIPS W hile in Session:

State Senator State Capitol
PO Box 142 Juneau. Alaska 99801
Eagle River, AK 99577 (907) 465-4949

(907) 694-4949

RESULTS - DO NOT RETURN

Please keep for your information

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Than* you for participating in my 1993 Legislative Questionnaire. Of the 10,413 questionnaires
mailed, 1,065 or 10.2% were returned. The final tabulated results are indicated below. Please
note that the percentages shown in each answer represent a percent of the total answering that
question and not a percent of the total returned.

%
Legislature

Do you support or oppose moving the legislature from Juneau to Anchorage...not to move the capital, rather
move the legislature?

32  -support 189  Oppose 1016 TOTAL ANSWERS
815 195



ANCHORAGE OFFICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND
VIRGINIA Oi FICE

ARLINGTON QOLRTHOUSE

% rd sune 1010
A0HAH

Robertson,Monagle & Eastaugh

APROFESSIONAL OCRPCRATICN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
JUNEAU, AAKA 98P

MEMORANDUM

Robin Taylor

Jim eiari

February ({3, 1993

1982 Capital Hove Vote

A* AArt* A**

JUNEAU OFFICE
COURT PLAZA D

IAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Yes
Ketchikan/Petersburg/W rangell 277
Angoon/Yakutat 335
Sitka 176
Juneau 598

No
8,404
4,170
4,771

15,101

P
D

N

e 4
AN HERER
96.8%
92.6%
96.4%
96.2%
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01/23/90 14:38 0907 3434780 ANCH assembly of @ 004/005

Submitted by: Assemblyman Landers

Prepared by: Assembly U tility
Budget: Analyst
For Reading: Decenbe- 3, 1991

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 91-_2£3L

A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE SUPPORTING, AN
AMENDED HOUSE BILL NUMBER 198 OF THE SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE
CHANGING THE LOCATION OF THE LEGISLATURE TO THE RAIL3ELT

WEEREAS, H3 198 would change the location cf where the
legislature meets to the Railbelt; and

WHEREAS, over 70% of A laska's population Ilives within the
Railbelt, which hasa developed road system; and

WHEREAS, the R ailbelt, via Anchorage International Airport
contains the air transportation hub for Southcentral and Western
A laska, and via Fairbanks International Airport the air
transportation hub for Northern Alaska? and

WHEREAS, Juneau is conveniently accessible to 15% of A laska's
papulation and lacks a direct road link to the rest of the State?

and

WHEREAS, Government, on all levels, should make accommodations
to maximize citizen involvement? and

WHEREAS, broadening the base of citizen involvement in and
scrutiny of the legislative process reduces in influence of special
interests and improves elected o fficials accountability.

NOW THEREFORE. the Anchorage Assembly Resolves:

Section 1: That this body supports an amended HB 198 which
deletes location specific references and substitutes language
providing for any location which is within fifty air miles of the
Anchorage International Airport.

Section 2: That this resolution is effective upon passage and
approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day
of , 1991

Chair
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM

AH 1163-91
No.

M eeting Date: December 3, 1991
Assemblyman Landers

From:

abject: A Resolution of the M unicipality of Anchorage Supporting,
with an Amendment, House 3ill Number 198 of the
Seventeenth Legislature Changing the Location <c¢f the
Legislature to the Railbelt.

House B ill (H.3.) 198 is attached. This resolution endorsed K.3.

198 with one amendment. The amendment would delete the location

specific language within the b ill to general language requiring the

location to be within fifty air miles of Anchorage International
Airport. Moving the Legislature to within the Railbelt would make
it accessible to many more .Alaskans than it currently is.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION.

Respectively Submitted, Prepared 3y

f vV
Chuck Landers Tim Wiepking, A -ssem hlyjatiiity
Assemblyman 3udget Analyst
AM3Q

1/\]1,/ ffy AR'91-263



CHUGIAK—EAGLE RIVER
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESOLUTION 93-010

RE:SB 26 AN ACT RELATING TO THE LOCATION OF THE CONVENING OF THE
LEGISLATURE IN REGULAR SESSION:

WHEREAS THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE PRESENTLY * ™FTS FOR ITS
ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION IN JUNEAU, ALASKA

WHEREAS THERE CURRENTLY EXISTS NO ROAD ACCESS AND SOMEWHAT
LIMITED AIR ACCESS TO JUNEAU ALASKA RESULTING IN LESS THAN IDEAL
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR MEETING WITH THE LEGISLATURE

WHEREAS THE MAJORITY OF THE STATE'S POPULATION RESIDES IN AREAS
WITH ROAD ACCESS TO THE MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

WHEREAS THE MAJORITY OF LEGISLATORS HOME DISTRICTS ARE LOCATED ON
THE ROAD NETWORK IN THE RAILBELT AREA

WHEREAS THE PUBLIC INTEREST CAN BETTER BE SERVED IF THEY ARE ABLE
TO MORE READILY MEET WITH THE LEGISLATURE

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CHUGIAK-EAGLE RIVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SUPPORTS SENATE BILL NUMBER 26 WHICH PROPOSES MOVING THE
LEGISLATURE FROM JUNEAU TO THE MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE FOR ITS
ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION. THE CHAMBER BELIEVES THAT OVERALL
ACCESSIBILITY TO THE LEGISLATURE WILI, BE GREATLY ENHANCED WITH THIS
MOVE AND WILL RESULT IN BETTER SERVICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE

GENERAL PUBLIC.

APPROVED BY THE CHUGIAK-EAGLE RIVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS THIS DAY OF AfiA.\ L 19¢J

BY

BRUCE MARION'/ PRESIDENT
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Aodhor: izrofheN orth
Chambegfe;?( Commerce

Anchora&;eChamberof gmmerce
esolution 4 _
SB 26 An ActTo Move The Legislative Session To Anchorage

%geras SB26would change the location of the legislative session to Anchorage

mereasover 10%of Alaska’s population lives withina days drive of Anchorage

Whereas_locatin% the legislative session would increase acoessxblity and
communication between the majority of Alaskans and their legislators and;

mereas citizen costs to have faoe-to-faceparticipation would markedly decrease

Whereas the long term cost of keeping the legislature in Juneau will be greater
than moving t%eqegmlature%ecauge s%ace ango| Ianlél are ata premium inJuneau

and:

Whereas the Anchorage area has superior access, suitable commercial space at
competitive rates and ajnarger labor pool;

Therefore: be it resolved that the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce supports the
passage of SB 26-

April2,1993
6 a
Jctith Brady _ Carol Herman
utman ot the Boari President

441 West Sib Avenue, SoUc 300, Anchorage. Alatka 995Q1-2M5 (907) 272-2401  FAX (907) 2724117
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