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MARQUETTE. M i c h ,  -  r o r  2 ' 2 y e a r s ,  V i n c e  Swe nor  s u c k e a  t h e  s e a u c t i v e ,  o f f - w h i t e  
c o w a e r  u p  n i s  n o s e ,  a n a  w i t n  e a c n  o o w e r - p a c k e a  h i t ,  t h e  m v s t e n o u s  c r u g  p u l l e d  hi m 

n t i  g n t e r .

S w e n o r ,  s e e k i n g  t o  s o a r *  _o n i s  l i f e  on  / i i c n i a a n s  J o D e r  - e n i n s u i a ,  h a d  t r i e d  
: 0 c a  1n e  o e f o r e .  S u t  f  s - a s n ’ t  c o c a i n e ,  “ h i s  wa s  s o m e t h i n g  ne w.  s o m e t h i n g  mor e  

- t e r e s t i n g ,  s o m e t . n i r g  f a :  Ewe nor  c r e a t e a  a t  name w i t n  common c n . e m i c a l s ,  some j a r s  
a n a  r u c o e r  f u D e s .

n n i a - 1 99 0 , t « c  ’ ■ e ” c s  c e g a n  ma k i n g  i t  a t  S w e n o r • s n o u s e ,  a n a  " l i k e  a good
c o o k i e  " e c i o e ,  i w e r . c  s a i c .  t n e  f o r m u i a  s o r e a a  a r o u n a  tn.e h 3 r c u e t t e  a r e a .  And i t
o a c k e a  3 w a i l o o  «,e " c  o t r . e r  o r u g  t h a t  S we n o r ,  Z.^. n a a  t r i e a .

t h o u g n t  t  - a s  f e  c - e a t e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d , "  s a i d  t h e  s o f t - v o i c e d  Swenor,

But  w i t n  f r j g n t e m n g  s o e e o ,  t h e  s t r a n g e  o o w a e r  h a d  Swe n o r  n e l o l e s s .

- e  c a l i e a  i t  ov t s  s t r e e t  n i c k n a m e ,  " c a t , "  a n d  by t h e  t i m e  n e  i e a r n e d  what was 
. s e a  t o  ma k e  t n e  c r u g ,  Swe n o r  c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  d o i n g  i t  e v e n  t h o u g n  h e  was shocked .  
S a t  s m a a e  w i t n  o a t t e r v  a c i c ,  p a i n t  t h i n n e r ,  d r a i n  c l e a n e r ,  m u r i a t i c  a c i d ,  o th e r
t s s c r t e a  p o i s o n s  a n a  e v e r - f e - c o u n t e r  a r u g s .

SCI ENTI STS PUZZLED

Pa I i c e - 1a o o r a t o r y  s c i e n t i s t s  h a d  no i d e a  w n a t  c a t  was  wn e n  i t  p o o p e d  u p  on  t h e  
- o o e r  3 e m n s u i a  a c o u o i e  o f  y e a r s  a g o .

A f t e r  p o l i c e  ma a e  t n e  f i r s t  s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  d r u g  i n  e a r l y  1 9 9 ' .  ' t  t o o k  two weeks 
t o  : a e n t i f y  : t .  The  v e t e r a n  c n e m i s t  wno f i n a l l y  r o o t e d  o u t  c a t ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  name, 
m e t h c a t h i n o n e , h a a  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  i t .

S i n c e  p o i i c e  ma a e  t h a t  f i r s t  p u z z l i n g  c o n t a c t ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  s a y  c a t  has b lown 
i n t o  an e p i d e m i c  on t h e  UDoer  P e n i n s u l a ,  w h i c h  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  i l l e g a l  
m e t h c a t n i n o n e  i n  t h e  J n i t e a  S t a t e s .  Th e y  s t i l l  a r e n ' t  s u r e  why i t  has taken  such 
no Id i n  t h e  a r e a .

Ca t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s u r p r i s i n g  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  Up p e r  P e n i n s u l a  and R u s s i a .  
M i c h i g a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s a y  R u s s i a  i s  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  where i l l e g a l  
u s e  o f  t h e  d r u g  h a s  b e e n  k n o wn .

“ EXT:

~no s u n e m D i o v e a .  c c u i a  ma ke  i t  i n  my own n o u s e ,  n e v e r  - u n  o u t ,  1 had i t  made."

RECIPE'S SPREAD FEARED

Background M a t e r i a l
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But  c a t  now i s  s e e p i n g  i n t o  n o r t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n  and  s o u t h e r n  M i c h i g a n  a s  p o l i c e
a n a  d o c t o r s  s c r a m o i e  t o  s a u a s n  i t  on t h e  Uppe r  P e n i n s u l a .  , h e y  r e a r  m a t  the d rug
•nay r o a r  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  t h e  r e c i p e  s o r e 3 d s .

• n J a n u a r y ,  a t a s x  f o r c e  o f  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n a  l o c a l  p o i i c e  o n  t h e  Upper
=e n i n s u l a  wa s  f o r m e d  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  c a t  o r o p l e m .

"We p e l i  e v e  t h i s  i s  w n e r e  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  p r o o i e m  i s , "  t . S t e v e  H e r n e r  o f  the  
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  P o l i c e  s a i d  r e c e n t l y .

No s t a t e  l aw s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t s  m e t n c a t n i n o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  u se  i s  a 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a i  l a w.  “ he  M i c n i g a n  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  wouId  
p u t  m e t h c a t h i n o n e  o n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l i s t  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  - e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a t  c a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  sp r e a d :  
“ h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  c a n  be  e g a i l y  a n a  e a s i l y  c u r c n a s e a ,  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  c . heao  and p r o f i t  
p o t e n t i a l  h i g h ,  a n a  t h e  c h e m i c a l  p r o c e s s  i s  s o  s i m p l e  t h a t  i t  c a n  oe  done in  the 
cacK o f  a m o b i l e  v a n  c r  t r u e * . ,  max i ng c e t e c t i o n  py  p o l i c e  mor e  d i f f i c u l t .

Ve r y  l i t t l e  : s m o w n  a o o u t  c a t  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  i s  n i g n i y  s c d i c t i v e  and t h a t  
t h e r e  n a v e  b e e n  r r i g n t e n i n g  e f f e c t s  on u s e r s .  3e o p i e  n a v e  r e o o r t e d  s e i z u r e s ,  
f e e i i n g s  o f  p a r a n o i a .  h e a r t  p a l p i t a t i o n s ,  s l e e p l e s s n e s s ,  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  and an 
i n a o i i i t y  t o  e a t ,  i e a c i n g  t o  m a s s i v e  w e i g h t  l o s s .

One c a t  a d d i c t  w i t h  an  a r t i f i c i a l  l e g  a n a  a g l a s s  e y e  l o s t  s o  ma n y  pounds t h a t  
n i s  l e g  no l o n g e r  f i t  a r a  h i s  e y e  d r o p p e d  o u t  wh e n  h e  D e n t  o v e r ,  p o l i c e  s a i d .

A R u s s i a n  d o c t o r  «no I s  t h e  o n l y  c a t  a u t h o r i t y  known t o  M i c h i g a n  o f f i c i a l s  
- e c e n t l y  g a v e  a f i v e - n o u r  l e c t u r e  i n  L a n s i n g  t o  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  and 
d o c t o r s .

M e t n c a t n i n o n e  « a s  p a t e n t e d  i n  B r i t a i n  i n  1557 a p n a r m a c e u t i c a i  company t h a t  
p l a n n e d  t o  u s e  t  a s  a d i e t  a i d  and  a n t i - d e p r e s s a n t . P l a n s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  when i t
was  f o u n d  t o  be  t o o  a c a i c t i v e .

In t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e  f o r m u l a  i e a k e a  o u t  i n  R u s s i a  and  s p r e a d  l i k e  w i l d f i r e ,  s a i d  
Or .  W i l l i a m  S h o r t ,  « n o  s t u d i e s  a d d i c t i o n  a t  M a r q u e t t e  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  and who 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  R u s s i a n  d o c t o r ' s  l e c t u r e .

Ma k i n g  c a t  i s  a s i m p l e  p r o c e s s  o f  m i x i n g ,  w a s h i n g  a n d  h e a t i n g  o f  the 
i n g r e d i e n t s .  The  c r e a t o r  i s  l e f t  w i t h  a p o wd e r  t h a t  i s  s n o r t e d ,  e a t e n ,  mixed w i t h  
w a t e r ,  a n d  i n j e c t e d  o r  a o s o r b e d  t h r o u g h  a p a t c h  o n  t h e  s k i n .

C o p y r i g h t  (c)  1993. P h o e n i x  N e w s p a p e r s  I n c .

<0IAL0G F i l e  1*96: (c)  1993 S a c r a m e n to  8ee>
0 7 176033
POWERFUL NEW DRUG SWEEPING RURAL MIDWEST
S a c r a m e n to  Bee (SB) -  THURSDAY, J u n e  2*4, 1993
By:  Mike N i c h o l s  M ilw au k ee  J o u r n a l
E d i t i o n :  METRO FINAL S e c t i o n :  MAIN NEWS P ag e :  A13
Word C o u n t :  1*97
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MILWAUKEE -  I m a g i n e  a c r u g  s o  c a w e r f u l  t h a t  o n e  n i g n  l a s t s  2 0 ,  ma y o e  25 t i m e s  a s  
l o n g  a s  t h e  o n e  y o u c  g e t  f r o m  c o c a i n e .  And s o  a d d i c t i v e  t h a t  c e o p i e  t a k e  i t  f o r  
c a y s ,  e v e n  a we e k  a t  a t i m e ,  n e v e r  e a t i n g  o r  s l e e p i n g .

T h e n  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t ' s  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o f i t a o l e  - -  j u s t  t h e  k i n o  or'  o r u g  f o r  w h i c h  
o r g a n i z e d  g a n g s  w o u i c  < i i l .  Ana o n e  mo r e  t h i n g :  I t  i s  a l m o s t  a s  e a s y  t o  make a s  a 
c a k e .  J u s t  o r d e r  t h e  n g r e a i e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l ,  o r  s t o o  oy  y o u r  l o c a l  h a r d w a r e  
s t o r e .

W e l l ,  i t  e x i s t s .  t ' s  a l i t t l e - k n o w n  s t i m u l a n t  i s  c a l l e d  m e t h c a t h i n o n e .  On t h e  
c o u n t r y  r o a a s  a n d  s m a l l - t c w n  s t r e e t s  o f  n o r t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n  a n a  M i c h i g a n  w h e r e  i t  i s  
mo s t  p o p u l a r ,  t h e y  c a l l  t  ' ' c a t . ' 1

F e a e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  n a v e  *ew o o u P t s  t h a t  c a t  w i i I  s o o n  b e  m a k i n g  i t s  way t o
- o r t n e r n  M i d w e s t  c i t i e s .  ’ '  t h a s n ' t  a i r e a o y .  B e c a u s e  a 5 ^ 0 0  c r  5 5 0 0  i n v e s t m e n t
c an  y i e l d  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of  c o l l a r s  o f  p r o f i t ,  t n e  m i g r a t i o n  s e e ms  i n e v i t a b l e .

' ' t ' s  cor.  a l l  t h e  - ' i a v o r  t h a t  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  1 s a i d  K e l l y  
i n v a e r , n e a a  o f  t h e  f e o e r a i  Or ug  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  W i s c o n s i n .

T h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  t r . e m s e i v e s  a r e  a l m o s t  a s  common.  T h e  <ey  i s  e o n e o r i n e ,  a d r u g  
c o mmo n l y  s o l d  i n  t a o i e t  ; o r m a n a  m o s t  o f t e n  i n g e s t e d  by t r u c k e r s  t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  
awake  f c r  t h e  i o n g  n a u i .

9
One o f  t h e  f ew m . n o r  i m o e a i m e n t s  i s  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h e  t a o l e t s  a r e  needed t o

ma k e  j u s t  a f ew o u n c e s  o f  t h e  d r u g ,  w h i c h  i s  u s u a l l y  s n o r t e d .  3 u t  ep h e d r i n e  i s
r e a a i l y  a nd  l e g a l l y  a v a i i a o l e  f r o m  d i s t r i b u t o r s  t h r o u g n  t h e  m a i l .

Wi t h  t h e  e x c e D t i c n  o f  o n e  o t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t  u s u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  i n  c h e m i c a l  
s u o p i y  s n o p s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  e i s e  n e e a e a  c a n  be  n i c k e d  up  a t  t h e  l o c a l  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e .

“ h e  p r o c e s s  s s o  s i m o i e  f e a e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  d i v u l g e  t h e  
* n o I e  r e c i p e .  Bu t  t h e y  n a v e  l i t t l e  a o u P t  t h a t  p l e n t y  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
ma k e  i t .

Or u g  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s a y  t wo c n e m i s t r y  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M i c h i g a n  f i r s t  b e g a n  ma k i n g  t h e  d r u g  a f e w y e a r s  a g e .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  u s e  o f  c a t  h a s  
b e e n  s p r e a d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  Up p e r  P e n i n s u l a  o f  M i c h i g a n  a n d  i n t o  W i s c o n s i n .

Ed P a n i c k ,  who h a s  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  t o  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  a c o n s p i r a c y  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
c a t ,  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  n e  f i r s t  l e a r n e d  o f  c a t  l a s t  summer  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  I r on  R i v e r ,  
Mi c h .  Soon  h e  wa s  t a k i n g  t h e  d r u g  t wo  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a w e e k ,  a n d  w i t h i n  a few 
m o n t h s  he  w a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i t  h i m s e l f .

W h i l e  a c o c a i n e  h i g h  o f t e n  l a s t s  o n l y  15 o r  20 m i n u t e s ,  a c a t  h i g h  can l a s t  
s e v e n  t o  IU h o u r s ,  s a i d  R o b e r t  E l o c k ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  W i s c o n s i n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e ' s  
d r u g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  l a b .

U s e r s  b e c o me  h y p e r a c t i v e  a n d  p a r a n o i d  a n d  w i l l  n o t  e a t  o r  g o  t o  b e d .  They 
b e c o me  a n o r e x i c  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  o f t e n  o n l y  wh e n  t h e  d r u g  r u n s  o u t ,  f a l l  a s l e e p  f o r  
d a y s  o n  e n d .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e y ' o f t e n  e x p e r i e n c e  s e v e r e  w e i g h t  l o s s .
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One i n f o r m a n t  r c i c  : n s  f e a e r a l  c r u g  a g e n c v  t n a c  t o me  o e o D i e  a r e  a l r e a d y  m i x i n g  
: a t  w i t h  c o c a i n e ,  " h e y  n a v e  a new name f o r  t n e  r e s u l t :  ' W i l d c a t . ' 1

<0 I A LOG F i l e  1*96: c)  i 393 S a c r a m e n t o  Bee>
06771061* Ĵ 1̂ -irr-J
HEM ORUG PACKS POTENT HIGH, HOOK STUDENTS' CREATION CALLED MORE ADOICTTVFJffAt/ 
HEROIN, CRACK COCAINE
S a c r a m e n t o  Bee  (SB) -  SUNDAY. S e o t e mDe r  27. '9 9 2  
3y:  S c o t t  Bo wl e s  ( D e t r o i t  News
E d i t i o n :  METRO FINAL S e c t i o n :  MAIN NEWS P a g e :  AlO 
Word C o u n t :  5^7

"EXT:
DETROIT -  I t  Oe g a n  a s t  y e a r  as  a c h e m i c 3 i  e x p e r i m e n t  n r u r a l  p o c k e t s  o f  
M i c h i g a n ' s  w e s t e r n  UDDer  - e m n s u i a ,  an a t t e m D t  by c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  
n o a e s t  n i g n  o f  a c n e w a o i e  " a r c o t : c  i e a f  known a s  k n a t .

Bu t  w n a t  e m e r g e o  : - o m  t n . e i r  m a k e s n i f t  I s ds  i s  a c o w a e r e o  c r u g  s o  c o t e n t  t h a t  i t  
c w a r f s  c r a c k  c o c a i n e  a n c  r e r c i n  i n  i t s  a d d i c t i v e  c u n c n ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  s a y .

N a r c o t i c s  a g e n t s  ~ > t n  t n e  D e t r o i t  c o l i c s  a n a  t h e  Wayne  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ' s  
D e p a r t m e n t  h a v e  c e e n  c u t  on a i e r t  f o r  m e t h c a t n i n o n e  - -  o r  " c a t , "  a s  i t  was d u b b ed  
cy t h e  s t u d e n t s  wno c r e a t e o  i t .

The  s y n t h e t i c  s t i m u l a n t ,  r e c e n t l y  p l a c e d  on  t h e  U . S .  Dr ug  E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y 's  
e m e r g e n c y  l i s t  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u o s t a n c e s ,  c a n  g e n e r a t e  a h i g n  t n a t  l a s t s  up t o  s i x  
c a y s ,  a g e n t s  s a y .

Ca t  m a r k s  t h e  ' a t e s t  s a i v o  f r om a new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  d r u g  d e a l e r s  who a r e  
a v o i d i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  s m u g g l i n g  n a r c o t i c s  by p r o d u c i n g  t h e i r  own .  In a d d i t i o n  to  
c a t ,  c o l l e g e  a n a  s t r e e t - l e v e l  c n e m i s t s  h a v e  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  a s y n t h e t i c  
v e r s i o n  c f  h e r o i n ,  c o l i c e  s a y ,

" T h e r e  s e e ms  t o  c e  3 o t  o f  y o u n g ,  b r i g n t  c n e m i s t s  who a r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
c u s i n e s s , "  s a i d  Wayne  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f  R o b e r t  F i c a n o .  " T h e y ' v e  g o t  no c o n c e r n  f o r  
wn a t  t h e y  a r e  p r o d u c i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  t h e y ' r e  
pi  ay i ng w i t h  f i r e .

" I f  y o u  t r i e d  t h e  p u r e s t  s t u f f  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e r e ' s  a 99 p e r c e n t  c h a n c e  
y o u ' d  do  i t  a g a i n ,  a n a  a g a i n ,  u n t i l  y o u ' r e  h o o k e d .  I t ' s  a b o u t  a s  p o w e r f u l  a s  you 
c a n  g e t . "

A v o l a t i l e  e l i x i r  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  and  h o u s e h o l d  c l e a n s e r s ,  c a t  u s u a l l y  
c o n t a i n s  s m a l l  d o s e s  o f  Dr a n o  o r  b a t t e r y  a c i d ,  w h i c h  a c t s  a s  a c a t a l y s t .  T he d ru g  
r e p o r t e d l y  p r o d u c e s  a " s t i m u l a n t "  h i g h ,  c r e a t i n g  f e e l i n g s  o f  e x h i l a r a t i o n ,  
h e i g h t e n e d  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i n v i n c i b i l i t y .  C a t  s e l l s  f o r  a b o u t  S100  a g r a m and  i s  
t y p i c a l l y  i n h a l e d ,  t h o u g h  s ome  m e l t  and  i n j e c t  i t .

" Y o u ' d  t h i n k  p e o p l e  w o u l d  b e  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  s h o o t  u p  w i t h  d r a i n  c l e a n e r , "  F ic a n o  
s a i d .  " B u t  i t ' s  a h i g h  t h e y ' l l  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r . "

M ic h ig a n  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s a y  c a t  was f i r s t  s y n t h e s i z e d  by  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  th e y  h a v e n ' t  t r a c e d  i t s  r o o t s  t o  a s p e c i f i c  u n i v e r s i t y .  O th e r  a m a te u r

( c o n t .  n e x t  page)
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VETHCAT HI NONE 3Y L.E. FISHER

n e m i s t s  t h e n  o eg  an  tc c o p y  t - .e  f c.-mu i a .

Cat 's  c reators  - e r e  t r y i n g  tc clone a r e i a t i v e i y  mi id n a r c o t i c ,  "he khat  l eaf ,  
-sea ~ o r  centur ies  ~ tne Miceast .  nas oeen sola ever the counter  : n some Oet ro i t  
stores oecause i t  ~as got ten ov ti .S.  customs o f f i c i a l s  wno c o n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  is a 
cont ro i l ea  suostance.

"he l e a f ,  wnic.n s iso t rccucss a curst  of energy,  nas tne lowest r a t i n g  for  a 
c on t r o i l e a  suostance: - cerson caugnt wi th small amounts of  tne crug w i l l  receive
only prooat  ion.

^eaerai  oena l t i es  *or  ts svn t ne t i c  counteroar t ,  however, are narsh.  Depending 
on the c u a n t i t y ,  pe na l t i e s  *or t r a f f i c k i n g  car range from iO vears to l i f e  in 
or ison,  ana uo to a Si m il ion f : ne.  Punishment for  possession of the arug is up to 
one  vear n pr ison anc a f i ne  o f  S : , 0 0 0  to 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

2 / n t n e t ' C  c r u g s  c c s e  an - n u s u a i  t n . r e a t  to p o l i c e ,  - n o  a r e  f a i n e c  to f i g h t  dope
c e a i e r s ,  not ~ a n u f a c t u r e r s .

" h e y - s  ceccminc r - s c* c u r  c i g g e s t  o r o D i e m s , "  saia D e t r o i t  3o i i c e  Cmar. Rudy 
"homas, n e a c  of the - a r c o t c  c i v i s i o n .  : l ' f we couia soive tne cracx and heroin 
orcDiem tomorrow, ~e c s t i l l  nave tc a e a i  witn t h e s e  c n e m i s t s .  ~ h e y : r e  l i ke  mad 
sc i e n t  i s t s

"hose s c i e n t i s t s  ~ave - e c e n t l y  aevelopea Fentanyi ,  a syn t he t i c  form of heroin
tnat  s 20 to ;0 t mes more potent  than i ts  preaecessor .  Thomas said the
manufacturers testea : entanyi  Py giv ing f ree samples to crug add i c t s ,  and 
moni tor ing the e f f e c t s .  *' the aadi c t  suf fered harmful e f f e c t s  - -  or died — the 
crug went bacx to tne ao "':r - e v i s i o n s .

<0 IAL0G F ' 1 e ~?8 : c) 1993 O e t r o i t  c-ee Press,  inc.>
27011768
CLOSE A DRUG LOOPHOLE
D e t r o i t  Free Press (FP) - WEDNESDAY Marcn 31, 1993 
Eoi t i cn:  METRO FINAL Sect ion:  EDP =age: SA 
Wora Count: '3k

Your March 23 a r t i c l e  "Cheap, potent  drug spreaas from UP" of f e r ed  r e a d e r s  a 
compel l ing view of the methcathinone epidemic.  I have sponsored l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
would begin to address th i s  problem.

The measure would aad the h i gn l y  add i c t i ve  substance,  a lso known as c a t ,  to  t h e  
l i s t  of arugs p r oh i b i te d  in Michigan.The recreat ional  drug was p l a c e d  on t h e  
sederai  l i s t  of c o n t r o l l ed  substances in 1992. Michigan law should be s t r e n g t h e n e d  
to echo the f o r ce f u l  f ederal  r egu l a t i ons .

Under my b i l l ,  i nd i v i dua l s  convicted of making or d e l i v e r i n g  cat  would b e  
g u i l t y  of  a fe lony ,  punishable by a maximum seven-year pr ison sentence and a $5 , 0 0 0  

f i n e .  Possession a lso would be a fe lony,  punishable by as much as two y e a r s '
( c o n t .  n e x t  page)
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m C A T H I N O N E  3Y L.E. FISHER

morisonment ana 2 i : ne o: as mucn as 52 , 000 .

Unaergrouna cnemists nave escapea prosecut ion oy making small  moa i f i cat  i ons in 
tne cnemical  s t r uc t ur e  of a c a r t i c u l a r  orug,  so that  the new compound was not 
coverea by c o n t r o i l ea  suostance s t a t u t e s .  =y closing these iooDnoies,  we would help 
ooi i ce  ana prosecutors overcome c lever  at tempts to ci rcumvent  the law.

Sever 1y A. Boaem

hicnigan House of P.espresentat i ves 

' 06th D i s t r i c t  

Alpena County

<GlALQG r i l e  **98: cj 1993 D e t r o i t  Free P - ess , lnc .>

HAR0UET7E - : or two ana a n a i f  years ,  Vince Swenor snortea the sea u c t i ve ,  o f f - w h i t e  
oowaer up* his nose, ana wi th  eacn power-oackea h i t  the myster ious arug reeled him 
in t i g h t e r .

Swenor, seeking to soark uo nis i i f e  in the Upper Peninsula,  had t r i e a  c o c a i n e .  But 
this  wasn' t  cocaine.  Th 5 s was something new, something more i n t e r e s t i n g ,  s o m e th in g  
that  Swenor createo at  home w i tn  common chemicals,  some j a r s  ana ruober t u b e s .

in mia-1990.  t wo -‘ r i enas oegan making the drug at  Swenor ‘ s nouse and " l i k e  a 
good cookie - e c i oe , "  he sa i d ,  the formula spread around the Marquet te  area.  I t  
oackea 3 wal lop i i k e  no other  arug that  Swenor had t r i e d .

"I  thougnt t was the g r eat es t  thing in the wor ld , "  Swenor, a s o f t - v o i c e d ,  
ZC-year -oid unemployed man, said l ast  week. "I  could make i t  in my own h o u s e ,  n e v e r  
run ou t .  I had i t  maae."

But wi th f r i gh t e n i ng  speed, the st range powder had Swenor h e l p l e s s .

He r e f e r r ed  to i t  by i t s  s t r e e t  name, cat ,  and by the t ime he learned w h a t  was 
used to make the crug,  Swenor cou l dn ' t  stop doing i t  even though he w as s h o c k e d .  
Cat is made wi th ba t t e r y  a c i d ,  paint  th i nner ,  d r a i n  c leaner ,  m u r i a t i c  ac i d ,  o t h e r  
assorted poisons and over - th e - c o u n t e r  drugs.

Pol i ce  laboratory s c i e n t i s t s  had no idea what cat  was when i t  p o p p ed  up in t h e  
UP a couple of years ago. A f t e r  the f i r s t  se i zure  of the drug in e a r l y  1991* i t  
took two weeks of ana l ys is  to i d e n t i f y  i t .  The veteran s t a t e  p o l i ce  c h e m i s t  who 
f i n a l l y  rooted out  c a t ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  name - -  methcathinone —  s t i l l  had n e v e r  h e a r d

3701ObOb

of i t

( c o n t .  n e x t  page)
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Diug more poweriul. addictive man -neainc cincrc
Nicnol.s. Mike
C hicago Tribune <CT) See EVENING, p 2. :c l 5 
ARTICLE TYPE: News
ARTICLE LENGTH: Medium <6-IX col indies) 
A V A IL A B IL IT Y :  L'MtACII CATALOG NO..

A drug called iiicdtcadimone. e; eat. is more powerful llinn cncniuc. 
highly addictive and can ha maria witn cnsy-io-^ct inijcetlicnK. Use of the 
drug is spreading across Michigan s Upper Peninsula and into Wisconsin 
There also has been some evidence of us nso along ihe lllinms-Wisconsin 
lino.

DESCRIPTORS: Drugs
GEOGRAPHIC NAME: Michigan; Wisconsin; Illinois

5/5/3
9290.56.56 92718282
Scary Cat": NV.w Drug Creeps in irnm U P 
Dowlcs. Scoil
Detroit News & Free Press (DNF) See A. p 1. col 1 Sep 27, 1792 ISSN: 
1055-2758
ARTICLE TYPE: News
ARTICLE LENGTH: long (13+ coi inches)
AVAILABILITY: UMIACII CATALOG NO.; 60496.00

•4
Narcoucn agents with the Detroit Police mul Wnyuc Coimiy Ml Sheriffs 

Office have put on mi alert for Mcthcathtnonc. or 'cat'' as it tins iweu 
dubbed. The svniliciic stimulant wni created in 1'PJI as a ehemic \l 
ixpcrirncni In pockets of the Upper Peninsula to duplicate the modMt high 
nt the chcwahlc narcotic known as unat.

DESCRIPTORS' Drug trafficking: Drugs
GEOGRAPHIC NAME: Detroit Michigan; Upper Pciimsula-MiehiRan: Wavnc i.T.tmiv 

Sllchiann

5/5/4
02869006 92681616
Cops Four Speed-Like Drug
Detroit News (DN) See B. p OW. col 4 Sep 2, 1992 ISSN: 1055-2715
ARTICLE TYPE; News
ARTICLE LENGTH: Medium (6-18 col inches)
AVAILABILITY: UMIACH CATALOG NO.: 00496.00

Authorities m Michigan's Upper Peninsula say the spread of iho illegal 
drug mcdicathinone can he traced io an Ann Arbor man's pharmaceutical 
knowledge gone awry. Medlcadutione, known as CAT. is chcmtciiily similar to 
incihnmphctnmine or speed.

DESCRIPTORS: Drugs
GEOGRAPHIC NAME: Upper Pciimsuia-Miclugnn
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T’ic new drug ui town. wncihcatninor.c imu.se ami aaics :
Glasiris. Paul
U.S. News dz World Report v :
SOURCE riLE : MI Hie 47 
ISSN: 00.11-5537 
illustration: pnotograpli 
WAILADILtTY: FULL iEXT ilmmr.
GEOGRAPHIC CODE: NNUSC.MI 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: Michigan
ABSTRACT; Twenty-eight illegal mcthcathmnnc; cat) l;\b̂  n;ivc been rnuicti 

(n Michigan smcc 199! C.u‘ an .imnnuuimitic similar to 
•nctnompficummc. because the urux is easy aim inexpensive to pitxtuec. 
;<oiicc arc concerned thai.sales cniud .-•.prenn mroimnaiit tne nnnon. 

DESCRIPTORS: Ampnctamincs--Marketing; Micmcan--Crimc

‘ -F COUNT: 1

MARQUETTE, MICH. • in tlio w inter ct IWl ,  a police iiifo iim uu !c:i die 
•ccnnd-lloor enrolm entat a squat brick bunding in ilna college town.
:arrvtng a quarter gram o f cokcv n if .w lm c  oowdcr in a small paper poucn.
"h e  ininrinam  called ihc powucr L;t: r.nd claimed :t was a crand-ncw orua. 
more potent than eracx cocaine. Lt. Kienaro Kilhns or the M ichigan State 
Joncc was sxcpncnl: Drug fads start m C a iifn in a . lie dtuugni. nut in 
M ichigan s Upper rvnmsul.i. Novenr.cicss. K iiltps s men sent me sample \r. 

the !nb. unaware that it was tlu* first sign of a devastating new drug 
scourge 'Jiat federal officials now s.iv eouid threaten the entire nmton.
Ami the sad par: is n u t the spread o: ^;:t might have rtcen prevented.

The substance was metlicathmonc. ,.n uoscure but powciful amphetamine 
never before seized lit the United States nut w uielv unused in. of all 
places, the former Soviet Union. Chem ically . the drug is rcinicd to me 
■eal'y sumulnnt khnt. chcwetl inrougnctti Somalia. It ;s also sim ilar to 
mcUiamphetiimine. a type nf speed known nn the sireet as ‘crystal m cth.'

C at right. Mcthcaihinone was so new. however, mat no law specifically 
forbade it. So the pohco. working wun agents iroin the federal Drug 
Enforcement Administration, stake:: out me sccomwloor npnnmcnt and tried 
to gather evidence to bring charges under pccml umbrella federal urue 
av/s. M eanw niic , inside the apartment, .-.tan j i te r  catch of cat wns bemz 

rooked no nv several Northern M iclnean  tm v c rs itv  muuchls. one o f mem a 
chemistry professors son suspciteu ui having goiter, me rcc.pc .'rom an 
Tcqiinintnnce in Ann Arbor.

A fte r the students nad moved to two sccaiato iccntions, poiicc and D E A  
agents rmded the labs. But federal prosecutors u a d tn u l to issue wrest 
warrants for six months, arguing that they needed more evidence plus 
clearance from tho Justice Department in Washington. That may have ccen a 
strategic miscalculation. A lter tne delays, says one officer, die students 

had this arrogant atutudo. like tliev d W rit die system .' Not only were 
they s till making cat nut Uicy co n tin u a l io sell the. recipe ail over the 
Upper Peninsula. 'Everyone ihought it wax legal," adds one o f ihc students, 
now under indictment. Today, the use o f cat nus reached near epidemic 
;'roportions in M ichigan, where 23 cut luhs have ccen dueled since 19'JI.
Tins week. G ov. Jolin Em iier w ill sign a hill to outlaw  cat in M ichigan. 
Unfortunately, the drug has already spread to Wisconsin and Washington 
State.

'£=s; saosc.— k T d 3 . ‘ * 1 3 0 *  W O d d



'.i may have started with middlC'dnss youtit. but eat Oceania popular 
.■in people like Dave Lawler (not his rent nnmoi. a construction wnritcr and 
t-convict. Ltnvlcr went on fivc-oay miiecs, lollowcd by nays of siccp '. re.

:uez was likccnte. cniv much lcr.s:r,‘ ‘ v. icr rccaib fondly. 'You t'cn
etallv hyper, ann cverytnmst you Pul was tmt. Such Tun' included 
. anpmg otT70-foot cliffs mui muidcr-sirc.vn take .Superior.

Side effects. Ilia drug tcolc its toil. L.Uvic: fell paraiioul. Unable to 
wit. r.e oroppctl <0 pounds. His sinuses cccamo caked with biocxi from 
■no*ring the drug. H13 mouth nlwnys tele dry and ihumhna'i-sizc ilakc.i of 
*kin hung from his lips. Even his pcrsptraiion smelled of cat. Oniy wiicn 
1 awier rnn out ot moncv. having nocked nil his possessions (includinE his 
mothers stereo;. did he finally enter a icitadf program.

Of course, police und the media have hvpcrl other drugs. like 'ico' fa 
•jotem form of mcihnmpnctruninc). as tne next crack only to find that tne 
f.ul'i ti/./lctl. Cat, however, may prove tliffcrcnt nccaasc tt is so easy to 
make. All that's required u  a Mason ir.r, some hnrdwnrc-.store chemicals anti 
•t certain over-the-counter ccld medicine. The prone potciuinl is Huge: 
fast (5500 worth of ingredients can vicid a kilo of cut. with a street value 
•! SI? 000, While those who brew it currently consume most cat.federal 
,'jihormc.s icr.r innt citnaw motorcycle cr.mrs that now dominate the 
tetnumpttcthiniuc market wm start peddling cat. Snvr. Killips: 'Sometime.-..

:ct nostalgic for the days wncn all we a.td uj worry aoout wound here was 
cr.Kc ami mnriiuana.'

COPYRIGHT U.S. New* nmi World Report inc. 1393
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Cat': :notlieui]itnonc--a new drug er abuse iicttcr'i 
Goldstono MS
JAMA (UNITED STATES) Slav ,3 1993. 269 (I'J)p2508. ISSN0098*7484 

Journal Code: KFR 
languages: ENGLISH 
Document ivpc: LETTF.R 
JOURNAL ANNOUNCEMENT' 9308 
Subfile: AIM: INDEX MFDfCUS 
Ties: Human
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Mcthcaihinone: a new and potent ampnetoinmc-iikc ngcnt.
Gletmnn RA; Yuusif M; Naiman N; Knlix P
Plmrmncol Bioehum Dehnv Mar r>M7, 26 f3) p?47-51, ISSN 0091-3057 
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ContractyGrnnt N’u,. 27. 'VvV?
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Document typo: JOURNAL ARTICLE 
JOURNAL ANNOUNCEMENT ST08 
Subfile: INDEX MEDICUS
The purpose of the present investigation was to examine the effect of 

N'-monomcthylation o f phenyiisopropylamme derivatives on am phetamine-like  
Ttivuv In tests of stimulus ge.ictali/auou using rau; trtnnctitn 
.i.jcrtininute 1.0 mg/kg vt (♦Kimphouuninc from saline, the N-mnnnmr.iliyl
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denvuuves c: lTX-nhcnvH-Z-.-.minoorooane. wncrc X -  2.4-<iimctncm 
2,4.DMA), 3.4-dimcinoxy (1.4.DMA). 2.4,5-mmcUioxy (2,4,5,-TMA). arm 

2-mcihoxv4.5-meihytciicaio*v t MMDA-2). did not produce ampneinmir.c srpropr 
4io responding m me doses evaluated. However, tne N-monomcthyl derivative 
)t cathinone (i.e., meihcatmnone;, like caminono, resulted in stimulus 
gcneraJiiaiion. Further studies with this agent revealed that (a) in the 
amphetamine-trained animals, msrhcatliinonc fED50 = 0.37 mg/kg) is more 
potent man raccmic cathinone or raceinie anipnctammc (ED50 = 0.71 mg/kg m 
both cases), (b) mcihcatnmone ;.s capable of inducing release of 
nidioacuvuv from (3Hldopninmcprn:ibeled ussue ot rat caudate nucleus in 
a manner similar to that observed with cauiinonc. amphetamine, ana 
mcihamphetaminc. and (ci irrrnc.uhmonc is moro potent than cathinone as a 
locomotor sumulant in mice as determined by ineir effect or. spontaneous 
activity. The results of ihc picsciu siiiily~,pruvitte evidcnco for a 
structural analogy between ihc prototype psychosumulnnts 
ampliciammc/mcthamphctaminc and caininone/mctlicaihmonc, and lend furilicr 
support to ihe concept that amul.ciaminc and cadimone correspond m tlir.ir 
pliannbcologicai effects.

Tags: Animal: Male: .Support. Non-U.S. Gov't: Support, U.S. Gov't, P.H.S. 
Descriptors: 'Amiiheuimuu's-Phnmiacology-i'D: •Dlscnmmntion Learning

• ■Dnig Effccts-DE; ’'Motor Acuvitv-Drug Efiect.s-.DE: •Propioplicnonca
• •Fhannacolouy-f'D; Alkaloids-Pharmacoiogy-PD: Cuuilatc Nucleus -Dnie 
Effects-DE; Caudate Nrucleus--Mctabolisn)--Mc; Douammc-Mclubolism-MC 
_osc-Rc.sixm.se Relationship. I  rug: Meihattiphciflmuic-Plmrmaeology-PD-. Mic 
Mice. Inbred ICR

CAS Registry No.: Alkaloids): L 'Amphetamines); ()
Propiopncnones;: 51-61-6 Oopnmmc); 5265-18-9 (cathinone): 53746-2 

(Methoinpiictamine): 5650-4.-2 ir.mnomcihylpropion)



They cook it in hotel rooms. cai$, 
houses and sheds. The materials and 
chemicals needed lo produce it arc easy 
to obtain and legal to purchase and pos­
sess. Some recovering addicts claim to 
have been addicted to (lie drug within 
48 hours. It's known as Cat on the 
streets, and it has law enforcement pro­
fessionals on every level fighting to stop 
its spread across the country,

W H A T  IS  
C A T ?

Cat is the street name for the highly 
addictive illegal drug mcthcaihinone. It 
is usually homemade from ingredients, 
including dangerous acids, obtained 
with little difficulty in most communi­
ties.

Users are drawn to Cat because u pro­
duces a burst of energy and o feeling of 
invincibility, accompanied by a state of 
well-being and euphoria. However, us­
ers CAprriencc a tremendous collapse or 
crash physically and psychologically, 
after nngeing on the drag.

Meihcathinunc is a chemical synthe­
sis o f cathinone. a central nnvous 
stimulant. Hie drug produces antphel- 
amme-likc effects, much like mctiiam- 
phetamme. Because of its similarity to 
meihamphetaimnc in chemical struc­
ture and metabolism, researchers be­
lieve that mcthcaihinone has the same 
neurotoxicity.

The drug was patented in Great Brit­
ain in 1957 as a diet aid and aniidc- 
pressant; however, it was never mar­
keted because of its highly addictive 
qualities. The formula lo r tneth- 
catbinone leaked out in the 1970s, and 
Cat kitchens sprung up across Russia.

- According-to-Rusuan. doctors^55. pet. 
cent of all drug addicts in Russia have 
used mcihcnthinone. known «s “ Jeff’ in 
their cuuntry.

The first instance of illegal manufac­

ture of Cat in the United Slate* is be­
lieved to have occurred in Ann Arbor. 
Michigan, in the late 1980k or early 
1990s. However, the drug is more 
frequently found in the Upper Penin­
sula (UP) of Michigan. It is from die 
UP that die drug has spread through­
out Michigan and into northern Wis­
consin.

P H Y S I C A L  A N D  
P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  
E F F E C T S  O F  C A T

Users of Cat tend to “binge" when 
using this drug. One hit of the dni6 
produces a high that can last up to three 
hours. Users quickly progress to the 
point whore they binge on the drug for 
several days. During the initial eu­
phoric bunt of energy. Cat users can be 
quite hyperactive and talkative. How­
ever, longtime users have reported that 
binge usage also brings on paranoia, 
hallucinations and excruciating ner­
vousness and mtxiety. Appetite drops 
off or disappears entirely during the 
binge, often leading to long-term and 
massive weight loss. Users forget to 
sleep and to dnnk. As the body becomes 
dehydrated and fatigued, the user can 
also experience hcait palpitations, head­
aches, stomachaches and seizures.

A binge w ill end usually because the 
supply of mcthcaihinone has been ex­
hausted. Users become deprenxed. irri­
table and sometimes violent.

When sleep finally comes, it may lost 
24 hours or more. Rest does nut always 
restore a sense of well-being, however. 
Users may feci drained of energy for 
several weeks.
H O W  I T  IS  U S E D

Cat is typically snorted, like cocaine, 
although injection by needle is prcltriW - 
by some. It is also possible to take Cat 
orally, by mixing u with a beverage such 
ax coffee or carbonated drinks.
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T H E  I N G R E D I E N T S  A N D  
A P P E A R A N C E  O F  C A T

T h e  recipe fo r roethcalhinone in ­
cludes some relatively benign ingredi­
ents but also the following:

• A cetone, a paint solvent

• Lyc. found in crystal drain cleaner:

S o d iu m  b ichrom ate , commonly 
used to refine petroleum

' S u lfu r ic  ac id , usually m the form v 
battery acid

- S o d iu m  h ydroxide , obtainable ov'
the counter aa lye-based granular 
drain cleaners

■ Tbluenc. a print thinner

- M u r ia t ic  a d d , used by masons t< 
scrub dried monnr o ff the face of 
bricks

The chem ical* used to manufact 
Cat pose anuther threat to the p er  
cooking the drug. Bulls acetone 
toluene are highly flammable and 
rasxiuni dichromate. i f  inhaled, car 
fatal. U ser* have experienced d u ­
cal bums cm (heir arms and face l 
the acid* used in  production.

W hen  p ro perly  made, the finis 
product »  a crystalline powder w  
c o lo r m ay ra n g *.fro m  w hite  to 
H om em ade C a t taut an inconsistent 
Aire and can ba chanky. Cat does 
a slight chem ical smell.

T H E  R I S K  T O  C H I L D R E

W h ile  Cat appeals mainly to the 
- t h e h r iC r and 30 * . lhere-havo-be« 

era as young a * L i. Because thed  
relatively inexpensive, law  enfora  
authorities a re  concerned that it

W inter

F a c t  S h e e t

—— —J*-'- -  •
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J o n  (P R ID E ) world conference. Dr. E. Don Nelson. Director o f the OTho Prevent ioreSn
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i i i s t U u i c . r o r  
R esource C e n t  

-villi D d p a rtn  

d fic ia ls . com  

th roughout il

:C) and Associate D ire c to r  o f  the D rug  &  Poison In fo rm a tio n  C e n te r, tra ve le d  to  P aran a . B ra z il, to talk  

calth pro fess ion als , the Parana M e d ic a l A ssociation . D epartm en t o f  E d u c a tio n  o f f ic ia ls , governm ent 

^workers and others in v o lv e d  in  ihc process o f  estab lish ing  a lco h o l and o th e r d ru g  p rev en tio n  |wograins  

a l  O v e r  a tw o  w eek p cn o d . u r .  N e lso n  gave num erous presentations on  to p ics  in c lu d in g  the:

R c s u lu it jf  lo c a l research  on the education  o f  in travenous th u g  addicts and th e ir  sexual partn ers  re g a rd in g  the risks ot 

H IV  ( f l l j t r ia n  Im m u n o d e fic ie n c y  Virus) transm iss ions d urin g  intravenous d rug-use p rac tices  and  u np m tecte il sex:

2. O pcraj i f l f f j tn d  scope o f  all o f  the. O h io  P re v e n tio n  and E d ucation  Resource. C enters , in c lu d in g  a discussion o f  

in d iv id S fa v a ila b lc  resources, a lcohol and o th er d m g  p reven tion  c u rr ic u la  m a te ria ls  d e v e lo p e d  hy OPERC;
3. U se  o f  p sych o th erap eu tic  m e d ic a tio n s  in  the treatm ent o t ch em ica l dependency,

Dr, NclsonS visit w as w e ll  rece ived , w ith  ex ten s ive  local new sp ap er and te lev is io n  co verag e  o l h is  presentations. The 

goal o f  Uioscjgj jolycd w id i subsiancc abuse p rev en tio n  and ed u ca tio n  in Parana is to estab lish  an O P H R C -ty p e  netw ork in 

B ra z il.  Resource m a te r ia ls  fro m  the C in c in n a ti O P E R C  w ill fo rm  d ie core o f  an alcuJiol and p o th er d ru g  preven tion  and 

ed u ca tio n  collection at the Ja im e L c m e r  Ins titu te  in  P aran a.•>

V M K T H C A T I U N O N K  

“ C A T ”

A c c o rd in g  to an artic le  in  the O c to b e r. P>93 issue o f  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c i n e  N e w s ,  m c th c a ih in o n e  has m ade its w a y  to the 

U n ite d  States.' A p p c a n n g  in  the fo rm e r S o v ie t U n io n  as ea rly  as 19X2. ;! is n o w  one o f  that c o u n try 's  m ost p o p u lar drugs 

o f abuse. K n o w n  as "c a t."  th is illic it  d es ig n er d m  < easily  m ad e  in c landestine la b o ra to rie s .* T o  d a te , the use o f  eat lias 

been reported  in  W is c o n s in . C le v e la n d , D e tro it. New i „nc, S eattle , and u - reported to I v  spread ing . The e l fee ls are sim ilni 

to m e th y le n e d io x y m e th a m p h e ta m in e  (a lso  k n o w n  as M D M A  and “ E cstasy"), but centra l nervous system  s tim u la tio n  appears 

to be m o re  d o ra ih a n u h a n  the h a llu c in o g en ic  e ffe c ts  at " n o n n a l"  doses, estim ated  to be 8 0  to 2 5 0  m g .: P eo p le  using the drug  

c la im  to ex p e rien ce  a eu p h o ric  h ig h , increased alertness and c re a tiv ity , as w ell as increases in  sexual arousal. As dosage o r  

t im e  o f  u sag e .in c rc as cs . the p sych o log ica l sym p to m s becom e m o re  p reva len t and m a y  in c lu d e  v isua l and aud itory  

h a llu c in a tio n s ,, a n x ie ty , d is o rie n ta tio n , p arano ia  and aggression. Physical side e ffects  can  in c lu d e  tachycard ia  and 

h yp erte n s io n , ch an g in g  to b rad ycard ia  and h yp otens io n , m ydriasis , h o rizo n ta l and ro tary  n y s ta g m u s .h y p e rth e rm ia , seizures  

and rh ab d o m yo ly s is , o ccu rrin g  most c o m m o n ly  w ith  h igh  doses D eath  due to vc r.tr ieu ia r f ib r il la t io n  has occurred.

B in g e  use o v e r  several days is co m m o n , io llo w c d  by a "c rash" p cn o d . L o n g -te rm  use o f  ca t etui lead to paranoid  

psychosis , d ec lin e  in  personal h yg ie n e , m uscle w as tin g  an o rex ia , ab n o n n a l l iv e r  fu nctio n s and h ep a to m e g a ly , antisocial 

b e h a v io r and P ark in so n ism . S ince  the p referred  m ethod  o f  a d m in is tra tio n  is s u n n in g , sores a to u n d  the nose m a y d c v e lo p . (C .tl 

can also be in je c te d , sm oked  o r ingested .) A d d itio n a l to x ic id es  can  o ccu r fro m  the in d iv id u a l c h e m ic a ls  used to m anufacture  

the d ru g , residues fro m  in co m p le te  reactions and the subsequent co n tam inants. H e a v y  m e ta l p o iso n in g , along w ith  

cau s tic ity  p ro b lem s . are re la tiv e ly  co m m on . O n e  such heavy m etal is sodium  d ic h ro m .ite . w h ic h  causes the characteristic  

c o lo r in  "G re e n  C a t."

W ith d ra w a l sy m p to m s can  be severe. C a rd io v a s c u la r co llapse w ith  h yp otens io n  and b ra d y c a rd ia , le th arg y , iu iia b ility ,  

m io s is , c o ry z a f m y a lg ia s , m u sc le  spasms :md arth ra lg ias  arc co m m o n  T re a tm e n t o f  both  acute  o verd o s e  and w ith d raw al 

consists p r im a r ily  o f .s y m p to m a tic  support B e n zo d iazep in es  can be used fo r  ag ita tio n , h a llu c in a tio n s , o r seizures. B e la  

b lockers should  b e  av o id ed . In  term s o f  to x ic o lo g y  screening, ch ro n ic  use o f  m c th c a ih in o n e  p ro du ces a u rin e  screen that ts 

n eg ative  fo r  a m p h etam in es  but p os itive  for both  p h e n y lp ro p an o lam in e  and cp h ed rinc . A c u te  use resu lts  in  a negative urine  

screen lo r  a ll th ree  s u b s ta n c e s .*

*  C a t w as m a d e  a .S ch ed u le  1 co n tro lled  substance by the U .S . U n it; E n fo rcem en t A g e n c y  in 19 92 . W h ile  ch em ica lly  

s im ila r , "c a t"  should  n o t be confused w ith  " k iia t ."  (O th e r spellings fo r k lu u a r c Q 'a t ,  C h a t and G a t . )  K hnt is n n n iu ra lly  

o ccu rrin g  .substance o b ta in ed  fro m  the. C'atha E d u lis  plant co m m o n  in the East A fr ic a  and th e  A ra b ia n  P en insu la . T h e  plant 

co n ta ins  tw o  runpnci a m in e -1 ike  STirrra lam -M tbsrances ihnt are rc le -'scd b y  c h e w in g  the tw ins and

leaves . It  m ost recen tly  g a in ed  m e d ia  a tten tio n  as a co m m o n  substance o f  abuse in S o m a lia  and  o th e r  su rrounding  countries.
1. Cancll S. Mcthcithimmc: Tlie ncxi dru  ̂epidemic’’ Emergency Mniicinc New 199.1 Ovuilnrr.) 5(10): 1.1B-19.24.
2. EmcrwmTS, Ciw k J li. Mcilicaihmonv: A Rinnan devgni'i .uiipliiTaiiimt: mrdiMiv.i tt»i> ruial nudwett. Snn fiim.'ry Med 1993:22:11(97-190,1.
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CATANDTSflELAW
- MPersons whdahanufaciurc meth­

cathinone or **i&|sxhcr* in duing so. 
perhaps by seq|® r*i; go-betweens to

'Tini
Manufacturing or potmsoS'jaita in­
tent to distribute, for instance, is a vio­
lation of Section 841 uHO of Title 21 
of the United Stales Code and is pun­
ishable by a prison icnn of up to 20 years 
and a fine of tip to SI million.

TREATING THE CAT 
ADDICT

Methcutiiinonc is a very pow­
erful stimulant and usage may produce 
paranoid psychosis, hyperactivity and 
depression. As a person undergoes 
withdrawal from Cat, medication must 
sometime* be given to offuci these con­
ditions. There have been cases of Cai- 
iudticed psychosis outside the United 
States and antipsychotic medication* 
were prescribed during detoxification. 
If agitation nnd hyperactivity continue 
during ihc withdrawal process, benzo­
diazepines (n type of tranquilizer) have 
proved to be effective. Those who have 
treated Cat addicts recummend that the 
person enroll immediately in a compre­
hensive treatment program after detoxi­
fication.

P R O F IT  M A R G IN  O F  CAT:
N  F O R  LA W  E N F O R C E M E N T

*>

motHKIKrtOriKil/) rxUKtntOMlULQ 
CAT

voiced concern about the potential for high profit Cat 
gradient* needed to produce Cat are cheap and legal, * 
made with a S500 investment. If each gram were sold on 

aciler could nm <t SI9.5U0 profit. Compare that with the 
raek7-H-takes-a*28tBf>0-iiivestmcm to makco -

I N F O R M A T I O N  
O N  C A T  ___

The Drug Enforcement Administra­
tion (DEA) has recently published a 
pamphlet on Cat. To order, please wntc
to:

Demand Reduction Section 
Drug Enforcement Administration 

Washington, DC 20537

T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  
J r t F .T W E E N  K H A T  A N D  C A T

When U.S. troop* were deployed in 
Somalia, the world was reintroduced to 
an anctcm drug popular in Eact Africa 
nnd Southern Arabia, khat. Khat, pro* 
pounced "cot." is a natural stimulant 
found'in the caitu edulis shrub. Fresh 
khat leaves arc typically chewed like 
tobacco and produce a mild cocaine- or 
amphetamine-like euphoria. Used for 
hundreds of year* a $ a recreational and 
religious drug, many Somalians chew 
die leaves which users claim sharpen 
thinking and lessen hunger.

Fresh khat leaves contain a 
psychoactive ingredient known as 
cathinone. Methcathinone or Cat is a 
synthetic form of cathinone. Just a* the 
natural stimulants found in the coca leaf 
were synthesized to produce cocaine, 
the naturally occurring cathinone has 
been chemically-altered to create a 
much more powerful and addictive drug 
than that found in nature.

The information for thia update waa 
supplied by (he U. S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the Michigan Sub* 
stance Abuse and Traffic Safety Infor­
mation Center, The National Institute), 
on Drug Abuse, The National Clear­
inghouse for Alcohol and Drug lnfor* 
mation, Western District of Wisconsin 
U.S. Attorneys’ Office, J o u rn a l o f  the 
A m e r ic a n  M e d ic a l A s s o c ia t io n , Vol 
2C9, No 19, p 2508, and P h a rm a c o l' 
or,y B iochem is try  a n d  B eh av io r, Vol 26, 
1987. pp 547-551.

-UP D A T E  Q N -
rent street price of S35 for a grtun-Kize rock, a dealer 
a 57,000 profit.
A h a t f h i f f i r r  \ n tm  In lim iiO IIM  (  t n l t r  an *  NttilonM fm m ltn  Invl
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DRUG FREE YOUTH

WILL MAKE 
A STRONG AMERICA

E X E C U T IV E  D IR E C T O R  

Lynda Adams

A R EA  A F F IL IA T E S  

Anchorage 

Fairbanks 

Glennallen 

Haines 

Juneau 

Ketchikan 

Nome 

Petersburg 

Wrangell

A D V ISO RY BO ARD

Tom Pool, Special Agent 

Drug Enforcement Administration

Dr. Forest Tennant, Jr. 

Community Health nrojects

Mrs. Nancy Murkowski 

Congressional Families for 

Drug-Free Youth

Richard Burton 

Commissioner of Public Safety

Billy G. Andrews 

FB I Demand Reduction Coordinator

CO RPO RATIO N  SPONSORS

Alas com

Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 

Exxon Company, U.S.A.

Hamcs Group 

Ketchikan Pulp Company 

The Landing/Gilmore/Annabelle's 

Louisana Pacific Foundation 

A United Way Southeast Agency

Alaskans for Drug-Free Youth
South C en tra l A f f i l ia te

P. O. 243704. Anchorage, A laska 99524-3704 
Phone: 907-247-2273. 1-800-478-2273, fax 907-247-2232

March 5, 1994

Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capital, Room #9 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Ellis:

On behalf of the Alaskans for Drug Free Youth - South Central, 
Board of Directors I would like to offer our determined and 
persistent support for Senate Bill 220.

Methcathinone ("Cat") is such a serious threat to the youth and 
young adults of Alaska it should be considered for Schedule I, 
as it is in the Federal Statutes, but your legislation will provide 
the safeguards necessary to prevent needless suffering.

If we can provide further assistance to ensure passage of 
Senate Bill 220, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Peggy Beitia, President 
Alaskans for Drug Free Youth

LETTERS OF SUPPORT
An A
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A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e

February 7, 1994

Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capital, Room tt9 
Juneau, Alaska, 99801-1182

Dear Senator Ellis:

On behalf of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police I would like to offer our 
support for Senate Bill 220.

It is important that as new drugs are developed and marketed, they be properly 
classified and included on Alaska's schedules of controlled substances. Unfortunately, 
the use of illegal drugs and the illegal abuse of prescription drugs remain a significant 
problem throughout the state.

If we can provide any as:istance in the passage of this bill please let me know.

Ronald L. Otte 
President

RLO/lp



l a s k a  S t a t e  M  e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

4107 Laurel Street * Anchorage, Alaska 99508-5334

January 23, 1994

Senator Johnny E l l i s  
Alaska State L e g is la tu re  
P.O. Box V (MS3100) 
Juneau. AK 99811

(907) 562-2662

Dear Senator E l l i s :
At a recent meeting of our L e g is la t iv e  A f fa ir s  Committee we 
d iscussed your Senate B i l l  220 th a t would add the drug 
Methcathinone to schedule IIA  of co n tro lle d  substances. While th is  
drug has not y e t been an obvious problem in A laska, i t  c e r ta in ly  
has been elsewhere and we s trong ly  favo r th is  drug being 
co n tro lle d . I f  I can be of any a ss is tan ce  to you in passage of 
your b i l l ,  do not h e s ita te  to contact me.
S in ce re ly  your

d R. 
Chairman, 
Pres iden t

L
Lehmann, M.D 
L e g is la t iv e  A f fa ir s  Committee 
Alaska S tate Medical A ssoc ia tion

C.- Byron M a lle t



Estate Capitol, room 9 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 4-65-3704. 
fax: (907) 4-6S-2529

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

SENATE

Sponsor Statement for 
Senate Bill 220 

Add "CAT” to Schedule IIA Drug List

SB 220 amends schedule IIA of the Control of Substances List to 
include the substance Methcathinone, also known as "cat". "Cat" is
more addictive than Heroin, more powerful than Cocaine, and is easy,
inexpensive, and profitable to produce. Furthermore, t is not 
currently illegal in the State of Alaska.

Patented in 1957 by a pharmaceutical company in Great Britain as a
diet aid and antidepressant, it was not introduced to the market 
because of it's highly addictive nature. In the 1970's it began to be 
illegally produced in Russia where it's use quickly reached epidemic 
proportions. In mid 1991 police agencies of Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula were confronted with wide spread use of "cat" which soon 
permeated the southern portions of the State as well as Wisconsin.

Cat is easy to make. The ingredients can be purchased by anyone 
and the production can be accomplished in a kitchen or the back of a 
van. For an investment of $500 dollars a profit of up to $20,000 may 
be realized. These three factors make the drug very attractive to 
drug dealers and organized street gangs and very dangerous to 
Alaskans.

Currently Alaskan law does not specifically prohibit this new and 
powerful drug. Cat's highly addictive properties pose a serious 
threat to Alaskans. With the passage of this bill Alaskan law 
enforcement will have the authority to protect Alaska's citizens.

I urge your support of Senate Bill 220. Thank you for your 
consideration.

J O H N 8 H Y  E L L I S
S E N A T O R

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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FISCAJL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. _S.B_2.2Q.
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION:

This bill adds the drug methcathinone, commonly known as "cat", to schedule IIA of the schedules of controlled 
substances. Methcathinone is a powerful hallucinogen that can have devastating effects on drug users and can cause 
extreme aberrant behavior. Moreover, this drug can be manufactured easily and inexpensively. As a schedule IIA drug, 
the penalty for manufacture or delivery of "cat" would be a class B felony and the penalty for possession would be a class 
C felony. We do not expect a significant new caseload by the approval of this bill and, consequently, there should not 
be a fiscal impact for the Department of Law. Arid, although an additional caseload is not expected, including "cat" in 
schedule IIA is important because of the danger to users and the public, and because the ease of manufacture.



BELL N O D A T E : January 19, 1994

T IT L E "An Act amending Schedule 
IIA controlled substances. . 
’CAT’. .

C O N T A C T : C.E. Swackhammer 
Deputy Commissioner 
465-4322

SB 220 amends AS 11.71.050B adding a new paragraph to include methcathinone or 
"cat". This is becoming a commonly abused controlled substance nationwide. Alaska’s 
controlled substance statutes would allow law enforcement to address this change in the 
illicit drug trade with this amendment.

Methcathinone is a synthetically derived stimulant that was first developed and tested by 
the Parke-Davis Company 37 years ago. Research by the drug company dissuaded them 
from continuing development of methcathinone. This drug is similar to cocaine j.n its 
effects only many times stronger and longer lasting. The drug effects the central 
nervous system and may be as much as one and a half times stronger than other 
amphetamines. The drug is typically snorted, injected, or sprinkled on marijuana 
cigarettes for ingestion. The drug was first seen being widely abused in 1989 in the 
state of Michigan, since then it has spread throughout the midwest and to Hawaii. This 
is an extremely easy drug to synthesize and takes a very simple rudimentary lab facility.

In section one of the bill, the technical chemical name for methcathinone is used and 
then the phrase "also known as methcathinone, ephedrone, and cat". Ephedrone is not a 
name for methcathinone but is actually a precursor used to make methcathinone. It is 
also a precursor to making methamphetamine and "ice". The Department suggests that 
ephedrone should be addressed separately as a precursor chemical and that it should be 
deleted from this bill as it is not a street name for methcathinone.

The Department supports this bill.

L. Burton 
Commissioner

P O S IT IO N  P A P E R



I iU . cftd b y  Ray*. B i d e a ,  B a a c a n o ,  J a jn ia n ,  Kukttic, D a lr,n in . D o lan , G nodclce, Hammenisroai, 
McjArydJB, S til l* ,  M oN nct, G « m u ,  M cM amm, B a i td a tm  a n d  -Jato
Repe. A gee, i^^LKxny, Coada, Bandar, BracxenridJ®, Billiard, B yron , C rlum an, DeM ain, D eb t, 
DobronakJ, F ta g era i * t-Twaifia, GagllaKdi, Giro, Goav.hka, Harrison, Horton, Johnson, Mlddaaflti. 
M lddleion, Murphy, Nye, Olshovo, Fotnta, Protit, Randall. Rhead, River*, Sheplch, S h u g irt, Varya, 
Voorhaes, Yorvn, W alla c e  and W b U w i ntimed co-syonaocu

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4103
AN <\<JZ to amend i  action 7212 ot Act No. 368 of tho Public Acta of 107S, entitled a* amended “An act to protect and 

promote the public health; to codify, re visa, consolidate, clauufy, and add to the lawa relating to public health; tepwrlde 
for thi prevention and control of dbtiM s and disabilities; u  provide for the clarification, admixxiiurstmn, reflsfattion. 
financing, end maintenance of ptrsonsJ, environmanl^, and other health services and acdvitiea; to create or coathme, 
and prescribe the powers and duties of, department*, boards, eammisdons, councils, committee*, task forces, aod ether 
agendoa; to prescribe tha powers and duties of gowmncntil entities end officials; to regulate occupation*, fcdttttoa, 
and agencies affecting tho public health; to ragulAte health maintenance organisations md curtain third party 
adminlstratoro and Insurer*; to promote the efficient and economics! delivery of health e»:e aervic.*, to provide for the 
appropriate utfihtiion of health care facilities and sarrios*, and to provide for the dor v* 0/  hospitals or cowwUdstiOfl of 
hospitals or aerriees; to provide for the collection end use of dots asd Information; to provide for tbe transfer of 
property; to provide cartain Immunity from liability; lo regukio and prohibit die sale and offering for sale 0/  drug 
paraphernalia under certain tircumacancos; to provide for penalties and rcjr.rdies; to repeal certain acts and perta of 
aete; to repeal curtain, pans of this act; and to repeal certain parts « thi; > .t on epetidc data*/7 aa amended by Act No. 
352 of the Pubik Act* at 1682, b*mg section 383.7212 of tne Mkhbcan <'zatpikd Laura.

Th* Pwplo of Uu State vfMiohiQW m ast

Section L Section 7212 of Act No. 388 of the Pubilo Acts of 1978, as amacitd by Act No. 352 of tho PubRc Acte of 
1SS2, being section S83.7212 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to retd o  follows:

Sea. 7212. (2) Tbe following controlled substances are included in schedule 1:
(a) Any of tbe following opiates, including their isomers, ester*, the 4there, *alU, and salts of isomers, e*isnt and 

other*, unless specifically nccspted, when the exirtencs of these isonuro, « te n , ethers, and salts is possible within tha 
sprdfis chemical designation;

Aoatyimsthadal
Allyiprodb*
AlpbflHtceiyimethiuiol
AJphamtprodino
Alphansathsdol

Plfenaxin 
Dimonoitaiol 
Dimcphtpunol 
Dhnsthyithlftmbutene 
DLoxapbotyl butyrate

Nomrymothidol 
Ncriovorphanoi 
NormeUiadon* 
Norplptoon? 
Ptemadoione

(17)

legislation from the 
State of Michigan
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L yssrzw addd toahy taa ijk
M srlbm zse.e5^secti!m roeproiid«dinB U jM iPC ti<m  (2) 
tfa d f iq o sk u t
26s6oiSw

 1 .■i t y W a
N*«thyW piperidyl beaxiitta 
H -m tb y W  piperfaiji b tc rik t*
i>mfTr maH..JnRwGQnazi
VaQatjtk
Tfclrmfcawi* aatlat cCphaacydktinn 

Sects a ad® wr otter santc

Mhtesyi s u b ^ t i  phatvqrtildba^TPCP
(d) i£ * w |*  &a pwrridad ia tubcaetioa (2), jynthati* «qo:vakat* of th* substances contained in  th® plant, c r  in the 

reflioooft w tfcracttm  of eamahfa to d  lynthsrta s u b ra n c o , dariv tU vit, ta d  thrnr U oexrs -with sim ilar chtmnctl w roso iw  
w  pburaM ofogkai acdritjr, ew both, tuch t»  th*  foflawtnj, i r e  inchsdod in •ehtdul* 1:

(0 A1 d* off tm w  tetrahydrocannabinol, and th*J? optical isomers.
(H) A* df> or t r u e  totraitYdroctsntbdcol, ta d  t l  ai- optical iaotnar*-
{■tit) A4,4 6» or ti*n« tetrahydrocannabinol, snd vh«r ©irtlaJ bowers.
(e) Compoands of ttnwturw of luhstsncot refomtd to in (ubdtriiion (d), KgtrdietB of numancal datignttwri of 

tioralo peaitioM, m  ladndeu.
(2) M enbm aa ta d  th* substances dssm bod  in sn h stak m  (1) (d) and (e) in aehsdul* 1 shall be rv g u ltu d  u  provided 

in  schadaki 2, if th ey  art dispensed in t l»  m anner provided in seccioas 78M t r d  7838,
(?) P arp ttrposw  at snbw dion (I), ‘Taorwr* fecbd*! tha optical, petition, and jf/oraotrte lajnwn.

Section a. T O t tmgndttory act ahall take arfect M o/1, i0fl3- 

T to  artia crdarod to taka immsdLita o£Dk l

Co*CUrk of th a  House of R e p m a a ta u ra * .

SiftKrctryof ta»S«*i*,

Approved

Governor.




