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P O S IT IO N  PAPER FO R  SB 203

R E Q U IR IN G  U N IF IE D  M U N IC IP A L IT IE S  T O  P R O V ID E  PO L IC E  
P R O T E C T IO N  A N D  LA W  E N F O R C E M E N T  A REA  W ID E

S B  2 0 3 / i n fr o d u c e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  

p r o v i d e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  s e r v i c e s  o n  a n  a r e a  w i d e  b a s i s .

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in  A l a s k a :  A n c h o r a g e ,  J u n e a u ,  a n d  S i t k a .  
B o t h  J u n e a u  a n d  S i t k a  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  a r e a w i d e  p o l i c e  c o v e r a g e .  H i e  

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  p r o v i d e s  p o l i c e  s e r v i c e  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 %  o f  

A n c h o r a g e .  H i l l s i d e  a n d  p o r t i o n s  o f  E a s t  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  

r e j e c t e d  p a y i n g  f o r  p o l i c e  c o v e r a g e ,  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  p a s t  A p r i l  i n  m u n i c i p a l  

e l e c t i o n s ,  ( T h e  B a s h e r  a r e a  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  M i d t o w n  d i d  v o t e  t o  j o i n  t h e  p o l i c e  
s e r v i c e  a r e a  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 9 4 .)

T h e  i s s u e s  a r e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  e q u i t y  a m o n g  A n c h o r a g e ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  A s  o f  t h i s  

p a s t  s u m m e r ,  t h e  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  h o o k e d  u p  to  t h e  c i t y ' s  n e w  

e n h a n c e d  9 1 1  s y s t e m  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  b e  s e v e r e l y  h a m p e r e d .  T h i s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  a l a r m i n g  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e n  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  t w o  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  n o n - s e r v i c e  a r e a . T h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  o n  t h e  h i l l s i d e ,  i n  w h i c h  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  r e s p o n d  t o  a  c a l l  o n l y  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  c a r  a v a i la b l e ,  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  
s u f f i c i e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  i s  
i r o n ic  t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H i l l s i d e  a n d  E a s t  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e  w a n t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c i t y  t o  h e l p  p a y  f o r  t h e i r  n e w  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  t h e y  w o n ' t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  p o l i c e  
c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e m ,

T h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e  i s  s i m p l e  f a ir n e s s .  W h i le  t h e s e  r e s i d e n t s  d o  n o t  h e l p  p a y  a s  d o e s  

t h e  r e s t  o f  A n c h o r a g e ' s  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e  f r e e  e m e r g e n c y  b a c k - u p  f r o m  t h e  

A n c h o r a g e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  a t  t h e i r  h o m e s .  M o r e o v e r  t h e  
r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  r e g u l a r  f r e e  s e r v i c e  w h e n  w o r k i n g ,  s h o p p i n g ,  o r  e n g a g i n g  
i n  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  w h i l e  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  I t 's  t i m e  t h e y  p a y  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .

I f  e n a c t e d ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  o v e r r i d e  a n y  m u n i c i p a l  c h a r t e r  p r o h i b i t i o n s  o r  
l o c a l  a r e a  v o t e .



BILL  NO: SB 203 DATE: October 5, 1993
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T I T L E :  "An Act requiring unified
municipalities to provide 
police protection 
enforcem ent services. .

C O N T A C T : C .E . Swackliammer 
Deputy Com m issioner  
465-4322

SB 203 states that a unified municipality shall provide police protection and law enforcem ent 
services within the entire area o f  the municipality. This legislation adds police protection 
to the list o f  provisions lim iting home rule powers and the bill provides that the municipality 
has until January 1, 1994 to begin providing services.

In SB 203 the legislature finds that

1 ) the provision o f  poiice protection and law enforcem ent services is a
fundamental responsibility o f  government;

2 ) unified municipalities should assume this responsibility by providing for
police protection and law enforcem ent throughout their jurisdiction on a 
uniform basis; and

3) the cost o f  police protection and law enforcem ent should be paid from
general municipal revenues and borne by the residents uniformly.

This legislation can help to contain growth in calls for Trooper ser /ices  and improve the 
chances o f  being able to reallocate som e trooper resources to critical traffic and other 
enforcem ent areas.

Reductions to the budget o f  the Alaska State Troopers have been made in prior years that 
were directed toward reducing services to local governments. Between F Y 8 6  and F Y 8 8  
significant reductions were made to the budget o f  the Alaska State Troopers which included 
the loss o f  46  positions, a portion o f  which were directly attributable to the legislature’s 
desire to lim it service to unified municipalities. Legislative Intent statements included in 
the F Y 8 6  and FY 92 budgets are representative o f the reasons provided for the reductions:

"IT IS TH E INTENT OF THE LEGISLATURE TH A T ALASK A STATE  
TROOPER SERVICES SH ALL NOT BE PROVIDED AFTER JULY 1,1987 TO  
TH O SE O RG ANIZED CITIES, BOROUGHS, A N D  M UNICIPALITIES WHICH  
H A V E POLICE POW ERS." (FY 35 short form, page 35)

"IT IS TH E IN TEN T OF THE LEGISLATURE TH AT TH E ALASK A STATE  
TROOPER POSITIONS BE ELIM INATED FROM THE HILLSIDE SERVICE  
AREA BY OCTOBER 1,1991." (FY 92 short form, page 37-A )
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Passage of Senate Bill 203 could help allow AST to more appropriately address its traffic 
enforcement responsibilities with the goal of reducing fatal and serious injury accidents.

The Department of Public Safety suppô s legislation which requires a unified municipality 
to provide police protection to the residents of the municipality.

l (̂ Commissioner
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FIS'CAVNOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO: SB 2Q3

Dept. A ffected: 

BRU:

Com ponent:

Revision D ate:  2

Tit le :  "An a c t  requir ing un if ied m un ic ip a l i t ie s
 rn prov ide po l ice p rotec t ion and law  en fo rcem en t .

Sponsor: _ Senatfi.Lahor.aart- C om m erce_____________  ________

R equestor: S enate  Com m unity & Regional Affairs COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

Pnhlir. S nfety-
A la s k ra  R t a tp  T r n n p p r s

■Dfitachmp.ot.S-

79S

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 9 8 FY 99 FY 00

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES - -

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -C -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1 0 0 2  Federal R eceipts

1 0 0 3  GF M atch

1 0 0 4  GF

1 0 0 5  GF/Proqram R eceipts

1 0 0 6  GF/MHTIA

O ther

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estim ate of curren t year (FY 94) im pact: $

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a sep ara te  page if necessary .) 

No fiscal im pact is anticipated.

Prepared By: 

Division:

Francis C. Allan

A la ska  S ta te  Tmnper,s z _

Approved by Com m issioner: 

Agency:

Phone:

Date:

Date:

■263.-562.1.
in /R /R R

10 /5 /93

-Rir.hf.rd 1 Burtnn Dent, nf Pub lic S a fe ty_____
P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L .  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ' S  L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E

For further distribution inform ation call the G overnor's Legislative Office 
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