


S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
R o o m  518 
S t a t e  Capito.l 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9980

Re: L i m i t a t i o n  of L i a b i l i t y  o f  V o l u n t e e r s
P r o p o s e d  N e w  S t a t u t e

D e a r  St e v e :

A s  I m e n t i o n e d  in o u r  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  of T h u r s d a y ,  
M a r c h  11, 1993, the W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. C o u n c i l  (the e q u i v a l e n t  of 
its c i t y  c o u n c i l )  r e c e n t l y  a d o p t e d  D.C. A c t  9-353, f o r  the s t a t e d  
p u r p o s e  of a m e n d i n g  the D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  N o n p r o f i t  C o r p o r a t i o n  
A c t  "to p r o v i d e  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  for v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  
e m p l o y e e s  of n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s . "  T h e  s t a t u t e  s t r i k e s  a 
c a r e f u l  b a l a n c e  a m o n g  the c o m p e t i n g  c o n c e r n s  in  this area. I h a v e  
d r a f t e d  a m o d i f i e d  v e r s i o n  of the s t a t u t e ,  a t t e m p t i n g  to a p p l y  
t h o s e  c o n c e p t s  to A l a s k a  law.

I n  th i s  l e t t e r  I w i l l  try to m a k e  the c a s e  for a d o p t i o n  of 
this o r  a s i m i l a r  s t a t u t e .  I e m p h a s i s e  that w h i l e  I h a v e  h a d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  as a 
d i r e c t o r ,  o f f i c e r  a n d  a t t o r n e y ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  
a n d  n o t  o n  b e h a l f  of a n y  g r o u p  o r  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n .

P r e s e n t  A l a s k a  l a w  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a f e w  l i m i t e d  k i n d s  of 
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  s t a t u t e s  p r o t e c t i n g  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n s  (AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 ( b ) ) ,  v o l u n t e e r  
a i r c r a f t  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n s  (AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 2 ) ,  p h y s i c i a n s  a n a  o t h e r  
m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  d e l i v e r i n g  " g o o d  S a m a r i t a n "  s e r v i c e s  (AS 
0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 ( a ) ) ,  e m e r g e n c y  v e t e r i n a r y  c a r e  (AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 7 ) ,  a n d  a 
g e n e r a l  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  the l i a b i l i t y  of o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  of 
n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  (AS 1 0 . 2 0 . 1 5 1 ( d ) ) .  T h e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  
r u l e s  o f  l i a b i l i t y  for e a c h  of t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s  is s l i g h t l y  
d i f f e r e n t ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  c o n f u s i n g  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  d e p e n d  u p o n  the c h a r a c t e r  of  the s e r v i c e s  
d e l i v e r e d  b y  t h e  v o l u n t e e r .  B y  f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of 
v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  n o  p r o t e c t i o n  at all. A n d  the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for 
w h i c h  t h e y  w o r k  h a v e  n o  p r o t e c t i o n  at all f r o m  the n e g l i g e n c e  of 
the v o l u n t e e r s .
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T o  the e x t e n t  that the a v e r a g e  v o l u n t e e r  t h i n k s  a b o u t  the 
r i s k  of p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  at all, t h e y  a s s u m e  t h e y  h a v e  s o m e  
s t a t u t o r y  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  o r  t h a t  if t h e y  d o n ' t  t h e i r  
h o m e o w n e r ' s  o r  a u t o m o b i l e  i n s u r a n c e  w i l l  p r o t e c t  them. M o s t  of 
the t i m e  a l l  o f  t h o s e  a s s u m p t i o n s  a r e  false.

T h e r e  is a s e c o n d  a s p e c t  to v o l u n t e e r  l i a b i l i t y :  the r u l e  of
l a w  c a l l e d  " r e s p o n d e a t  s u p e r i o r "  —  the r u l e  that the m a s t e r  w i l l  
r e s p o n d ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  " e m p l o y e r "  is l i a b l e  f o r  the t orts of the 
" e m p l o y e e "  —  a p p l i e s  to v o l u n t e e r s  i n  rr.ost i n s t a n c e s  as w e l l .
Thus, a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  m a y  b e  l i a b l e  for the n e g l i g e n c e  of 
its v o l u n t e e r s .

T h e s e  risks, a r e  p r e s e n t l y  m a n a g e d  p a r t i a l l y ,  if at all. In 
the b e s t  case, n o n - p r o f i t  m o n i e s  a r e  s p e n t  o n  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s  
for l i a b i l i t y  p o l i c i e s  that m i g h t  b e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  s p e n t  o n  
(delivery of t h e  s e r v i c e s .  A n d  a r e a s  c o n t a i n i n g  h i g h  r i s k  a r e  
s i m p l y  n o t  s e r v i c e d  at all.

T h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t u t e  a t t e m p t s  to b a l a n c e  v a r i o u s  c o m p e c i n g  
i n t e r e s t s :

(1) the n e e d  to e n c o u r a g e  v o l u n t e e r s  to d o n a t e  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  r i s k  of p e r s o n a l  r u i n  in the 
e v e n t  t h e y  a r e  n e g l i g e n t ;

(2) t h e  n e e d  to k e e p  a n d  r e t a i n  e m p l o y e e s  at n o n -  
^ . p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  o f t e n  at s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l o w e r  w a g e s

t h a n  e q u i v a l e n t  p o s i t i o n s  in t h e  p r i v a t e  sector;

("’) the n e e d  to a s s u r e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  that 
t h e y  c a n  d e l i v e r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  f a c i n g  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n  
in *• ie e v e n t  of e m p l o y e e  or  v o l u n t e e r  n e g l i g e n c e ;  a n d

(4) a s s u r a n c e  that v o l u n t e e r s ,  e m p l o y e e s  of n o n ­
p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  the n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  
h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  e c o n o m i c  s t a k e  in r i s k  m a n a g e m e n t  that 
t h e y  do  n o  b e c o m e  c a r e l e s s  in t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s .

T h e  g e n e r a l  s c h e m e  of the p r o p o s e d  s t a t u t e  is to ...relieve 
v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m . t h e i r  n e g l i g e n c e  if m i n i m u m  l e v e l s  o f  i n s u r a n c e  
a r e  in p l a c e  at t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n .  L e v e l s  of m i s c o n d u c t  
'more s e r i o u s  t h a n  n e g l i g e n c e  or g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  a r e  n o  e x c u s e .  A  
v o l u n t e e r  c o u l d  t h e n  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  r i s k  o f  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  n e g l i g e n c e .  T h e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  c a n 
m a i n t a i n  r e a s o n a b l e  Ipyplq nf -insurance a n d  b e  a s s u r e d  it h a s  
a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n . A n d  the l e v e l s  of i n s u r a n c e  a r e  h i g h  e n o u g h 
to a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  s t i l l  act w i t h  a 
s u f f i c i e n t  l e v e l  or c a r e  to p r o t e c t  t n e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
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T h e  i n s u r a n c e  l e v e l s  r e q u i r e d  to t r i g g e r  p r o t e c t i o n  for 
v o l u n t e e r s  c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  to e m p l o y e e s  as w e l l .  T h e  a m o u n t s  o 
i n s u r a n c e  r e q u i r e d  c o u l d  b e  a d j u s t e d  to d i f f e r e n t  levels, s a y  to 
the l e v e l s  r e q u i r e d  for a u t o  i n s u r a n c e .  T h e  k i n d s  of i n s u r a n c e  
r e q u i r e d  c o u l d  b e  chc ~ e d  to c l a r i f y  t h e  t y p e  of c o v e r a g e s  
r e q u i r e d .  But all of t h o s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  m e r e  g l o s s e s  o n  the 
s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  is to g e t  a f o r m  of g e n e r a l  
v o l u n t e e r  p r o t e c t i o n  in p l a c e .

If t h e r e  is a n y t h i n g  I c a n  do to a s s i s t  in the a d o p t i o n  of 
this p r o p o s a l ,  p l e a s e  d o  no  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s .

J a m e s  D. DeWit.t

E n c l o s u r e
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H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  F r a n k  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

Re: S B  184

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F r a n k :

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f ice, w e  
h a v e  r e v i e w e d  S B  184. T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a n e w  s t a t u t e ,  
A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 8 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  i m m u n i z e  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  of 
c e r t a i n  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  f r o m  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s .  If a p p l i c a b l e ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  i m m u n i t y  to 
i n d i v i d u a l  { e m p l o y e e s }  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  b u t  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  
l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  f o r  w h o m  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w o r k  o r  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  P r o p o s e d  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 3 ( a )  a n d  ( d ) .

T h e  i m m u n i t y  is p r e d i c a t e d  o n  o n e  o f  t w o  t h i n g s :  T h e
n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  m u s t  e i t h e r  (1) m a i n t a i n  a m i n i m u m  l e v e l  of 
l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  o r  (2) h a v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  
u n d e r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  b e  t a x - e x e m p t .  P r o p o s e d  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 8 ( b ) . 1 T h e  
b i l l  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e ,  
r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t .  P r o p o s e d  AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 8 ( c ) .  
I f  e n a c t e d ,  t h e  bil] w o u l d  a p p l y  o n l y  to  a c t i o n s  t h a t  a c c r u e  on or 
a f t e r  its e f f e c t i v e  date. Sec. 2.

A s  no t e d ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  
o f  v o l u n t e e r s  and[empl o y e e s '  o f  c e r t a i n  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  for 
s i m p l e  n e g l i g e n c e ,  b u t  w o u x d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  n o n­
p r o f i t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  It s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  that, b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  
i m m u n i t y ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  r e c o v e r y  
f r o m  a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  an  i n s u r e r  f o r * a n  e m p l o y e e ' s  or

1 W e  e x p r e s s  no  o p i n i o  \ o n  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  l e v e l s  u s e d  in t h e  bill, 
b u t  d o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a n  i n s u r a n c e  s p e c i a l i s t  v e r i f y  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  
f o r m s  o f  c o v e r a g e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  at  t h e  l e v e l s  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  I n s u r a n c e  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h i s  
area.

R E V IE W  B Y  D E P T  O F  LA W

PLEASE REPLY TO:

3  1031 W EST4 TH AVEN U E . S U IT E 200 
.ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501-1994 
PHONE: (907)269-5100
FA X : (907) 273-3697

3  K EY  BANK BU ILD ING
100 CUSHMAN ST.. SU lT E  400 
FA IRBANKS. ALASKA 99701-4679 
PHONE: (907)451-2811 
FAX: (937)451-2846

X  r\  P .O . BOX 110300 - STATE  CAPITOL  
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0300 
PHONE: (9071465-3600 
FAX: (937) 463-5295

( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 6 0 3  
( F A X ) 4 6 5 - 2 5 3 9
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v o l u n t e e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  m a y  
h a v e  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  s p e c i f i e d  in t h e  b ill, s u c h  i n s u r a n c e  
w o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  for a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  t h a t  are  
s t a t u t o r i l y  i m m u n i z e d  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h e  
n o n - p r o f i t  o r  its i n s u r e r  w o u l d  be  i n c u m b e n t  on  p r o v i n g  d i r e c t  
n e g l i g e n c e  b y  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  itself, o r  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e  
n o n - p r o f i t  is v i c a r i o u s l y  l i a b l e  for t h e  a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  of t h e  
[employeej o r  v o l u n t e e r . 2

W e  h a v e  n o  c o m m e n t s  o n  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  b i l l  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  above. P l e a s e  feel f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  us if y o u  
h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C H A R L E S  E. C O L E
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

/-CSL -

u s a n  D. C o x  (
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  C e n e r a l

S D C : b a p

cc: D e b o r a h  E. B e h r
L o g  # 9 3 - 0 0 4

It is c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in w h i c h  a 
v o l u n t e e r  c o u l d  p e r f o r m  a s e r v i c e  f o r  a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  
b e  i m m u n e  u n d e r  AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 8 ( a ) ,  y e t  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  w o u l d  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  d i r e c t  o r  v i c a r i o u s  l i a b i l i t y .  In s u c h  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a s o u r c e  of r e c o v e r y  f o r  i n j u r e d  
t h i r d  p a r t i e s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  the n o n - p r o f i t  m a y  
h a v e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  s i t u a t i o n s  
w h e r e  a n  e m p l o y e e  o r  v o l u n t e e r  is i m m u n e  a n d  t h e  n o n - p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n  d e f i n i t e l y  h a s  l i a b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e r e  is n o  l i a b i l i t y  
i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e .  S e e  p r o p o s e d  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 8 ( b ) .



119 N. Cushman. Rm. 213 

Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 452-3421

STEVE FRANK

TO:

FROM:

^laska S t a t e  legislature

S e n a t e

Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee

Senator Steve Frank, Co-Chairman 
Senate Finance Committee

W ii/f in Juneau 
P.O. Box V  

Juneau. Alaska 99811 

(9071 465 3709 

Capitol Rm. 417

RE

DATE:

SPONSOR STATEMENT for CS SB 184 (L & C): 
Civil Liability of Volunteers

January 31, 1994

Senate Bill 184 proposes to make volunteers of non-profit corporations in 
Alaska immune to civil liability for damages incurred while on the job. 
Immunity will only be granted for civil damages incurred while the 
volunteer is performing his/her duties in good faith without being 
reckless or grossly negligent.

This immunity will only apply to volunteers of non-profit corporations 
which have a liability insurance policy of at least $200,000 per individual 
claim, and $500,000 for all claims arising from the same occurrence.

Certain kinds of volunteers are already protected against civil liability in 
Alaska law; EMTs, volunteer aircraft saiety inspectors, doctors and other 
medical professionals delivering "good Samaritan" services, emergency 
veterinary care, and a general limit to liability for oficers and directors 
of non-profit corporations.

But for the most part, individual volunteers in Alaska have no statutory 
protection from liability. This bill is necessary to allow volunteers of 
non-profit corporations to give their services freely without the threat of 
a lawsuit and personal ruin. Volunteers are an important, powerful 
resource in our state and they deserve protection from liability.

Thank you for hearing this bill.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
i<J07) 465-J867 or 465-2450 
F.-IX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Slop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99S0I-2105

M E M O R A N D U M F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 9 4

S U B J E C T : S e c t i o n a l  S u m m a r y  o f  C S S B  1 8 4  ( L & C )

T O : S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k

F R O M : M i c h a e l  F .  F o r d / ^  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a  s e c t i o n a l  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  a b o v e - d e s c r i b e d  b i l l .

A s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r ,  n o t e  t h a t  a  s e c t i o n a l  s u m m a r y  o f  a  b i l l  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e  b i l l  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  b e s t  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  a s  i t  m a y  
a p p l y  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

S e c t i o n  1 .  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  a  n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  n o t  
l i a b l e  f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  f r o m  a n  a c t  o r  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n ,  i f  t h e  
n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  i n s u r e d  o r  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  a p p l i c a b l e  i n s u r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
L i m i t s  t h e  i m m u n i t y  t o  a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  r e c k l e s s ,  o r  g r o s s l y  
n e g l i g e n t .  E s t a b l i s h e s  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  m u s t  b e  m e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
c r e a t e  i m m u n i t y  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s .  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  f o r  a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  o f  a  v o l u n t e e r  a  
n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n s u r e d  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  o n l y  l i a b l e  u p  t o  
t h e  l i m i t  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  p o l i c y  o f  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e .

S e c t i o n  2 .  A p p l i c a b i l i t y  s e c t i o n .

S e c t i o n  3 .  E f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

M F F : p l
9 4 - 0 9 0 . p l m

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
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An Act relating to civii liability of
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Dept. Aifected- Alaska Court System___________
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OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 F Y 9 7 FY 98 FY 99 FYOO
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FISC A L  N O T E
STA TE O F A LA SK A
1994 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

B IL L  NO.CS SB 184

Pi-vision Dale: L / 2 4 / 9 4 _______________________________
Title: V o l u n t e e r s  a n d  E m p l o y e e s  o f  N o n p r o f i t s

Sponsor: S e n a t o r  F ra n k
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Department Affected: Commerce and Economic Development
BRU. Insurance______________________

Emenditures/flevenues:

Component: Operations

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 354

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 90 FY 99 FYOO
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
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GRANTS. CLAIMS
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0 | 0 0 0 0 0
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0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0 0 0 | 0 0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts 0 c 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 GF 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1006 GF/MHT1A 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 • 0 0 0
Estimate of current year (FY 94) cost: $ 0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

No fiscal impact

Prepared by: Joan Brown. Administrative Officer
Division: Insurance

Approved by Commissioner Paul Fuhs
Agency: Commerce and Economic Developmentnenl \

Phone:
Date:
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L / 2 4 / 9 4

Date! 2 .■»•«}«
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IDITAROD TRAIL COMMUTE

P.O. Box 870800 Was ilia. AK 99687-0800

February J , 1994

Senator Steve Frank 
State Capitol 
Juneau AK  99801-1182

Dear Senator Frank,

As you may know, the success o f  the annual Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race depends largely upon the 
efforts o f  in excess o f  1,500 loyal end dedicated volunteers. Because continued volunteerism Is 
considered vital to the Race, the Iditarod Trail Committee, Inc. (ITC) wishes to  take this opportunity to 
support CSSD 1S4 (L&C).

The growing concern which has been expressed from, time to time by volunteers over potential civil 
liability, even as a  result o f  well-intentioned efforts on behalf o f  the Race, Is o f  genuine coacem  to the 
ITC. While tiie personal risk o f liability may not be the only reason that volunteerism in general is 
declining on a nationwide basis, most believe it to be a  primary reason.

The ITC believes that passage o f CSSB 184 would help to alleviate this unfavorable trend by removing 
this particular concern from the minds o f  volunteers associated with the  Iditarod as well as the m any 
other fine organizations who benefit tremendously from important volunteer contributions.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely yours for,

IhcdfeaxkJ TraiLCtmmiiiltg.cJhic,

stan Hoolcy 
Executive Director

cc: ITC Board o f Directors

TOTAL P. e0L

LETTERS OF SUPPORT

ii inm«i i



F a i r b a n k s  C o m m u n i t y  F o o d  B a n k  S e r v i c e
517  Qaflhcy Road 

f  .iirbanim. Alaska 29701-9990 
(907) 452-7761 FAX. 456-2577

Apri l  13, 1993

Senator Frank, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
FAX  4*55-4714
Dear Senator ficank,

Thank you fa r yo u r fcllow-th iough on SB 184 and fo r the prompt hearing and 
proposed amendment.

The c la rify in g  Language o f tfris ball ■will makn a ll non-profits breathe easier.

The Fairbanks Community Food Bonk operates almost entirely by volunteer helu. 
In  1992, that amounted to 10,000 "volunteer hours and the work accomplished was amazing, It is

l  and encouragement they need to continue to

Sincerely,

Samantha Casde-Kirstein 
Executive Director

ngnr to g iv e  tnese generous people tba protecaoi 
p erfem i such im portant w ork fo r the com m unity

A Unrtad Way Agoncy
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F A IR B A N K S  R E G IO N
O l d e r  A m e r ic a n  V o l u n t e e r  P r o g r a m s

F O S T E R  G R A N D P A R E N T , S E N IO R  C O M P A N I O N , 
R E T IR E D  S E N IO R  V O L U N T E E R

c/o S .n io r C in u r  • (424 Mcor* 5tnrrt •  Fbirb»nlw, A K  99701 •  (907) 452*6417

Anchorage
rairbanlu
Hoonetn
Jmo. bh
Palmer 
"TknacroJJ 
WtLiilla 
North PoJ*
M in to 
lannna

Nulato

T O :

FROM  :

S U B J E C T :

D A T E :

F A I R B A N K S  R E G I O N  

O L D E R  A M E R I C A N  V O L U N T E E R  P R O G R A M S

M E M O R A N D U M

S e n a t o r  F r a n k ;  C o - C h a i r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

J e a n n e  T h o m a s  sv\JU

SB 1 3 4 :  C i v i l  L i a b i l i t y  o f  V o l u n t e e r s

A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 9 3

Anchcnse
Fniranniu
Hoonah
Jurvieu
P»lm»r
Weill.
Kirm i
North Pole

Fairbtna
Junaau 
N orth Polo

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  R e g i o n  Q A V P  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
e x p r e s s  c u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  S B  1 3 4 ,  w h i c h  p r o p o s e s  t o  m a k e  v o l u n t e e r !  

a n d  a n n l o j r o a a  o f  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  in A l a s k a  iramuna t o  

c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  d a m a g e s  i n c u r r e d  w h i l e  o n  t h e  3 0 b .  W e  a l s o  

s u p p o r t  t h o  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  m a y  

o n l y  h a  h o l d  l i a b l a  u p  t o  t h e  U n i t  o f  t h a i r  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e .

I n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  r e g i o n  u o  h a v e  o v e r  1 0 0  s e n i o r  v o l u c t B a r s  

a a r v i n g  I n  d o z e n s  o f  a g e n c i e s  in a w i d a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o m m u n i t y  

s e r v i c e  v o l u n t e e r  p o s i t i o n s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  n u m e r o u s  c o m m u n i t y  
v o l u n t e e r s  t h a t  g i v a  f r a a l y  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  o u r  p r o g r a m s  o n  a 
r e g u l a r  b a s i 3 .

O u r  p r o g r a m s  e x i s t  t o  p r o v i d e  s e n i o r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s e r v e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a s  v o l u n t a a r o .  T h e y  i m p a c t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  a n d  g a y s  o v e r  3 9 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  

l a s t  y e a r .  W e  f e e l  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  d o  n o t  

h a v e  t o s e r v e  t h a i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p e r s o n a l  r u i n  
o r  l a w s u i t .

W«  fa«tl t h a  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  n o t  o n l y  t o  

o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  b u t  a l l  v o l u n t e e r s  s e r v i n g  w i t h  n o n - p r o f i t a .

A UHTTTD WAY AGENCY SPONSORED BY ALASKA COMMUNITY SECVICJS, INC.
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U n i t e d  W a y
of Anchorage

POOt Office Bax 102052 
AncfiO'aqs. Alwka 99310-2052 
P'lonc (9077 5824480 
Fax (907) KOC020

April 13, 1993

The H o n o r a b l e  Senator F rank  
The Se n a t e  of Alaska 
State Capitol Building, R o o m  5ia 
■Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

Dear H o n o r a b l e  Frank:

As E x e c u t i v e  Director of the United of Anchorage, I w o u l d  l i k e  to 
offer m y  support for Senate Bill ISA,

Th e  U n i t e d  W a y  of A n c h o r a g e  works for tha l a r gest v o l u n t e e r  n e t w o r k  
in Alaska. We help fund 39 health and h u m a n  service o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
in s o u t hcentral Alaska. This Bill w o u l d  e n h a n c e  t h e s e  
organizations' ability to recruit v o l unteers and e n s u r e  t h e i r  
a l t r u i s t i c  efforts sure protected by law.

Please do all p o ssible to have Senate Bill 184 passed.

.Sincerely,

f t  fA Ji/ Lr
De n n i s  G. M c M i l l i a n  
Ex e c u t i v e  Di r e c t o r

DG M : a h

United Way Mission: To In c r e a s e  th e  o r g a n iz e d  c a p a c i t y  o1  p e o p le  ro c a r e  f o r  o n e  a n o th e r .



0  4-. 1 3 .  3 3 I 2 4  3 P iu r U N  I T E D  W A V  O E  M A T —S U Q 1

U n to ld  Wfisu
o f

)trt»MafcB luriw  
Boroqt

April 13, 1993

Senator Steve F r a n k  _
Senate F i n a n c e  Committee

Subjean: HB 184

Dear Senator:

u n i t e d  W a v  of Mat-Su w o u l d  like to express ica support o f ^H3 184. 
Without: such legislation the huaineae of helping i.rieiiQS,
neighbors, and relatives w o u l d  be very difficult.

T h r o u g h  your energy and foresight w e  can continue d o i n g  what is 
n e c e s s a r y  to enrich the lives of many.

T h a n k  y

E x e c u t i v e  Director

F.D. 00* SfTMta »MUU, AX W«*7 TtU WOT) JTS-jeOT r-c: C9030 I7S-WS9
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P a lm e r  S e n io r  C i t i z e n s '  C e n t e r ,  In c

PSCĈ

831 S. Chugach SI. Paimor, Alaska 99645 « (907)745-6464V a J M W c y
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April 13,1993

Senator Kelly , Co-Chair
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
FAX 465-4714
Dear'Em,

Thanks ib r the prompt hearing o f SB 184.
The clarifying language of this b ill w ill make ?H non-profits breathe easier. Hope 

it can be passed out o f committee with a unanimous 'Do-Pass. *
S i n c e r e l y ,

G l e n n  H a c k n e y  
N o n - p r o f i t  v o l u n t e e r




