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PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
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CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
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CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 o 1

REVENUE
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TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
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FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY 93) impact: None
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OVERVIEW SB 152

The Division of W eights and M easures, D epartm en t of T errito ria l Police, enforced 
te rrito ria l weights and m easu res iaws adopted in  1939. Devices found incoi-rect were 
m arked "condemned for repa irs" and had  90 days for repairs. The fine for penalty 
was $500 or one year in jail.

The "W eights and M easures Act," A laska S ta tu te  T itle 45, C hap ter 75, was enacted 
in 1961. Im plem enting regulation, A laska A dm in istra tive Code, T itle 3, C hap ters 33 
and 34, were adopted in  1964, estab lish ing  th e  W eights and M easures Program, 
requ iring  the te s ting  and certification of accuracy of weighing and m easuring devices 
used in  commerce in Alaska.

The Division of M easurem ent S tandard s is charged w ith the responsib ility  of assu ring  
th a t all weights and  m easu res in commercial service w ith in  th e  s ta te  a re  su itab le for 
th e ir in tended use and accurate to determ ine prices by weight, m easure, or account 
and to te s t p repackaged commodities to en su re  th a t the app rop ria te  n e t weight, u n it 
price, to ta l price and product identification are  s ta ted  on th e  label.

C u rren tly  the W eights and M easures Act requ ires th e  twice annua l device and 
package testing  of over 20,000 devices in 300 locations across th e  sta te . However, in 
view of declining financial resources, the division is in th e  process of rea rrang ing  its 
m ethod of legislative requ irem en ts in th e  a rea  of enforcem ent cycles, generating 
funds through "program  receipts" and re s tru c tu rin g  adm in istra tiv e  practices in an 
effort to maxim ize existing resources and m ain ta in  a credible weights and m easures 
program  in th e  fast pace of technological advancem ents in the  industry .

W eights and M easures officials curren tly  have no enforcement m echanism  requiring 
device owners and  m anages to comply w ith  weights and  m easu res regula tions 
perta in ing  to th e  following bu t not lim ited to: Stop-use orders, removal of a s ta te  
seal, m isleading packaged commodities, removing a rejected tag, h indering  or 
obstructing an inspector in  the  performance of official du ties under th is chapter, 
failing to reg iste r devices w ith  the director, fa ilu re to pay reg istra tion  fees and failure 
to keep accurate records of devices.

P rio r to 1986, W eights and M easures Officials were au thorized to issue citations for 
violations of the W eights and M easures Act. In  1986, changes were made to the 
W eights and M easures Act to au thorize Weigh S tation  O perato rs to issue c itations 
for violations of th e  truck  size and perm itting  laws. In th is  process, th e  W eights and 
M easures Officials’ au tho rity  inadverten tly  disappeared.

* • • - *



• the reestab lishm en t of the W eights and M easures officials’ au tho rity  allowing 
for effective adm in istra tion  and enforcement of th e  w eights and m easures 
regu la tions and, specifically, provide th e  au tho rity  to effectively enforce the 
reg istra tion  fee requ irem en ts of the regulations.

• the ability to increase p rogram  receipts by en su ring  th a t all who ai’e obliged
to reg is te r weighing and m easu ring  devices will reg is te r and pay the fee.

• the director w ith  the ability  to b e tte r u tilize availab le resources and improve
the level of coverage of the s ta te  w ith an increase in th e  num ber of devices 
inspected and reg istered . The p resen t law requ ires tw ice annua l inspection for 
all weighing and m easu ring  devices in th e  sta te . Since th e  enac tm en t of the 
law in  1964, i t h as not been possible to m eet th e  tw ice annua l requirem ent. 
This change will allow the director to reduce th e  frequency of te s ting  of certa in  
types of devices th a t, th rough experience, do no t requ ire  such frequen t testing. 
This change will allow the division to red irec t its  efforts in to  a rea s th a t  have 
not received as m uch a tten tio n  because of the  tw ice annua l te s tin g  for all o ther 
devices.

• the ab ility  to search  our new devices used in commerce for te s ting  and
reg istra tion  purposes.

The fiscal im pact re la ted  to additional financial allocations is based on estim ated  
devices in service across the  sta te , funding genera ted  th rough  the "device 
reg istra tion" program  receip ts could optim istically to ta l $100.0 annually . Therefore, 
it  is division m anagem en t’s position th a t the proposed changes in  AS 45.75 would 
expedite collection of device reg is tra tion  fees and  place basic policy powers in th e  day- 
to-day w eights and m easu res regu la to ry  process. Reducing th e  twice annua l field 
device inspections would pu t the  s ta te  and th e  division closer to a  legal operation, 
also, allowing the d irector flexibility to efficiently adm in iste r th e  W eights and 
M easures program .

Edw ard Moses, D irector 
Division of M easurem ent S tanda rd s 
D epartm en t of Commerce and 

Economic Development

T h is  p roposed  leg is la tio n  w ill p rovide:

O O l . m o s
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A R T I C L E  13. W E I G H I N G  A N D  M E A S U R I N G  
D E V I C E  R E G I S T R A T I O N  A N D  F E E S

S e c t i o n
700. R e g i s t r a t i o n  R e q u i r e d
710. F o r m s ,  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  A p p l i c a t i o n
720. T e r m  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n
730. S c h e d u l e  or F e e s
740. P a s t  D u e  F e e s
750. T r a n s i t i o n a l  P r o v i s i o n
760. D e f i n i t i o n s

3 A A C  3 2 . 7 0 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  uses,, or h a s  ir. 
p o s s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  o u r p o s e  o f  u s i n g ,  f o r  a c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e  s p e c i f i e d  in AS 
4 5 . 7 5 . 0 8 0 ,  a n e w  or" u s e d  w e i g h i n g  o r  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e  n e t  p r e v i o u s l y  u s e d  in 
c o m m e r c e ,  m u s t  r e g i s t e r  t h e  d e v i c e  w i t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M e a s u r e m e n t  S t a n d a r d s  and 
o a v  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  b e f o r e  t h e  d e v i c e  is u s e d  i n  c o m m e r c e .  (Eif. 3 / 1 5 / 9 1 ,  
Reg. 119)

A u t h o r i t y : A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 4 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 5 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 3 8 0

3 A A C  3 2 . 7 1 0 .  F O R M S ,  C E R T I F I C A T E S ,  A N D  A P P L I C A T I O N .  A b d i c a t i o n  for 
r a c i s t r a t i o n  o f  a v e i g h i n c  o r  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e  m u s t  b e  m a d e  o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  
a n d  f u r n i s h e d  b v  t h e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  m u s t  c o n t a i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  
r a a u i r e s .  U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee, 
t h e  D i v i s i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  d e v i c e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
c o m p l i a n c e  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a n t .  (Eff. 3 / 1 5 / 9 1 ,  R e g .  119)

A u t h o r i t y : A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 4 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 5 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 3 8 0

3 A A C  3 2 . 7 2 0 .  T E R M  O F  R E G I S T R A T I O N . W e i g h i n g  a n d  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  e x m i r e  o n  J u n e  3 0 o f  e a c h  y e a r .  A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e n e w a l  o: 
r e o i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r e a i s t r a t i o n  fe e ,  a r e  d u e  b y  J u l y  1 o f  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  year. 
(Eff. 3 / 1 5 / 9 1 ,  R e g .  1 1 9 ) '

A u t h o r i t y : A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 4 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 0 5 0  
A S  4 5 . 7 5 . 3 8 0

3 A A C  3 2 . 7 3 0 .  S C H E D U L E  O F  FEES. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  a p p i’ 
f o r  w e i g h i n g  a n d  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e s :

(1) L i q u i d  M e a s u r i n g  D e v i c e s :
(A) M a x i m u m  F l o w  R a t e  A n n u a l  F e e

( M a n u f a c t u r e r 's r a t e )
25 g p m  $ 1 5
1 5 0  g p m  30
g r e a t e r  t h a n  1 5 0  g p m  60(Hi Rer.ni 1 Rfimnte..control. indicatinq Qr

R e c o r d i n g  U n i t  ou
(C) K e y  L o c k  o r  C a r d  R e a d e r  S y s t e m

25 g p n  15
1 5 0  g p m  30
g r e a t e r  t h a n  1 5 0  g p m  60

(D) B u l k  P l a n t  R e m o t e  I n d i c a t i n g  o r
R e c o r d i n g  U n i t  50
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(Thousands ui Dollars)

O P E R A T I N G F Y  95 FY 96 F Y  -37 F Y  98 FY  99 F Y  00

P ERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

C O N T R A C T U A L

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & S T R U C T U R E S

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E  F U N D  S O U R C E :

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1C05 GF/Program Receipts

1006 G F/MH T I A

Other

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME

T E M P O R A R Y ----

Estimate of current (FY94) impact $ none
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SB 152: "An Act changing the frequency of certain state
inspections of weights and measures and relating to 
the issuance of citations for weights and measures 
violations."

Prio r to 1986, weights and m easures inspectors had  the au tho rity  to issue 
c ita tions for weights and  m easures violations. Changes were m ade to AS 45.75 
in  1986 to au thorize weigh sta tion operators to issue c ita tions for tru ck  size 
and  perm it violations. W hen these changes were made, the w eights and 
m easures inspectors w ere inadverten tly  stripped of th e ir au tho rity  to issue 
citations. During the la s t year, th e  Division of M easu rem en t S tanda rd s 
prom ulgated regu lations th a t provide for the  reg istra tion  of all w eighing and 
m easuring devices w ith  the  division and the paym ent of an  annua l fee. To 
allow th e  division to adequately  enforce AS 45.75, i t  is necessary for th e  
w eights and  m easures inspectors to nave the au tho rity  to  issue c ita tions for 
those persons who choose to violate the law. Most, if  no t all, w eights and 
m easu res ju risd ictions in  th e  U nited S ta tes and C anada possess th is  au thority . 
This does no t m ean th a t a ra sh  of new  citations w ill be issued, bu t i t  does give 
th e  weights and  m easures official an  effective enforcem ent tool.

W ith in  cu rren t budget constrain ts, the division is unab le to m a in ta in  
sem iannual inspections in  all locations in Alaska. Amending AS 45.75.080 will 
allow the D irector to estab lish  inspection p riorities based on inspection h isto ry 
of various device types, inspecting m ost devices a t least annually, and o thers 
more often if necessary.

lul Fuhs, Commissioner

Date
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