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But ,(he. stertling rise in older baby{̂ mereTand r -. 
senloi: dtizens. ambngAlaska 'residehitstis. a "trend’

 that' will rernaiiiwith the state as' long as’incStives 7 v
'" are offertdfo brihg'themm and keep them hererhe 
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Alaska’s'88,000.residents in the 45-to:64 age 
regroup girew.7.1 percent between the spring of 1S90 '- 
Q:. and last summer, the nation’s fastest rate for that 
.̂ population segment. Nationally, the 45-to-64 age.
' 7,'group grew at a rate of 1.2 percent during the. 15- 
.̂ /monthrperiod,'which is the latest for which census
’•date is'available./■'. . •...  r..

\  And Alk̂ a. is secpnd only to Nevada in popula- 
4'tio'n pwvth among people age 65 and older, Census ' 
••V Biireaustatisticsshowed. " , , . ! p l \ v" .

T̂heVstefotite,'are.fiirther indication .of.a"trend 
.that has concerned Alaska officials enough to begin ', 
p̂lanning sessionsftn'hdw'.to deal, with.caring for 
i that, very expensive segment of the population.; -r : 
f ̂ W h e  state has been very involved in looking at'
>1; the growth of seniors anddoirig some planning re--' 
p lated to what we’re going'fi)'do about it,”.said Ruth’ 
Gulias7director of lohg-teim'care'pljhmingXvitli' the • 
Commission on Older Alaskans. .;!;!lSf;--~-" r "\V. . ‘ 

iCa Several„projects, funded by-state and federal ’ < 
sources, arc looking for altematives to expensive in- 
stitutionalization of frail or impaired elderly resi- .. 
dents in an effort to control costs, she saicL-j-̂ --- 
~*ĝ he elderly population is growing at such'a phe- • , 

nomenal rate, it is incumbent on us to plan for this V , 
, . . .■ .  ^  o,.. , - p Census> n a c e  A 13
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Alaska and U.S. Population Percent Distribution by Age anc Sex
1990

Median Age = 29:4 Yrs. (AK) and 22.9 Yrs. (U.S.)
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POPULATION
COMPARISON

R ousing  ana household statistics from 
life 1990 census show th a t for persons 
age 65 years and over, 74.3% of their 
housing un its  were owner occupied. 
Only 67.2% of housing units were 
ow ner occupied for the age group 35- 
64 years. In" A laska 22.1% of all house­
holds consistofonepersonlivingaloue, 
w ith 13.7% of these households con­
sis ting  of persons over the age of 65.

'-''^The nu m b er o f persons age 65 years or 
older living alone increased 108% from 
1980-1990 from 2,758 to 5,737. The 
U n ited S ta tes’ 1990 figures show 39.1% 
of one person households are persons 
over the age of 65.

There is no single explanation for the 
large increase in  A laska's older popu­
la tion  during  th e  1980s. However, the 
prim ary’facto r is iikely the ag ingofthe 
population th a t m igrated to A laska 
d u rin g  the  p o s t sta tehood  period. 
A laska's m ed ian  age has increased 
from 22.9 in  1970 to 29.4 in  1990. The 
U nited  S ta te s 'm ed ia n  age in 1990 was 
32.9 years. O th e r factors th a t h ave ' 
contributed  to keeping A laska’s older 
population in  A Jaskainclude improved . 
hea lth  care and  long term  care faciii- 
ties, elim ination  of A laska’s income : 
tax. th e  P e rm an e n t F und  Dividend j 
program , the Longevity Bonus pro- | 
gram , and  property  ana sales tax ex- ■ 
em otions. -

Table 1
Population Comparison for 
Persons 65 Years and Older for Ihe 
State/Census Arecs/Bcroughs —  1980 & 1990

Alaska

1980

11,547

Chance 
19901980-90

22,369 10,322

Percent

92.72

Aleutians East Borough 45 53 12 2S.S9
Aleutians Wes: C.A.* 62 82 20 32.26
Anchorage 3orough 3,520 a,255 4,728 134.50
Bethel C.A. 431 657 226 52.44
Bristol 3ay Borough 25 42 17 63.00
Dillingham  C A . 122 205 82 63.03
Fairbanks North Star Borough 1,276 2,540 1,254 99.06
Haines Borough 78 182 104 133.33 '
Juneau Borough 771 1,364 593 76.91
Kenai Peninsula Borough 827 2,015 1,1 S3 143.55
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 642 907 265 41.28
Kodiak Island Borough 255 425 170 56.67
Lake "and Peninsula Borough 47 85 38 S0.S5
Matar.uska-Susitna 3orough 730 1,366 1,136 155.62 *'
Nome C.A.- 339 419 80 23.60
North Slope Borough 14S 197 49 33.11
Northwest Arctic 3orough 249 2S1 32 12.35
Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan C_A 151 216 65 43.05
Sitka Borough 361 492 131 36.29
Skagway-Yakutat-Angoon C_A 192 235 43 22.40
Southeast Fairbanks C.A. 142 223 SI 57.04
Valdec-Cordova C..A 295 463 168 56.95
Wade Ham pton C.A. 173 255 SO 44.94
W*rangell-?etersburg C_A 353 507 154 43.53
Yukon-Koyukuk C A . 308 392 34 27.u7

*C..A= Census Area
Sourca: 1990 Census of Popuiation and Housin tr srrv-Z31 ■LA



Main Office: 

P.O. Box 110209 

Juneau, A X  99811-0209 

(907) 465-3250 

_________ F A X: 465—7 lo

older Alaskans Commission ________

P O S IT IO N  PA PE R  O N  H O U S E  BELL 3 

"An A c: Relating to public home care workers"

Tne Older .Alaskans Commission supports passage o f  H ouse Bill 3.

This bill adds several new protections for seniors and other disabled persons who use the services of 
public home care providers.

Section 1 states that any type o f publicly paid for home care p rov ider may not accept a designation 
to hold a pow er o f attorney fo r a home care client unless the pow er o f  attorney is held jointly 
(possible under the law) with someone else who is not em ployed as a home care worker.

O lder Alaskans Commission recom mends an am endm ent that strengthens Secdon 1 to forbid any 
situation where a pow er o f attorney is held by a publicly paid hom e care worker for a client, unless 
there is some protection and oversight, such as a court order o r a waiver based ucon particular facts 
given by the state agency which is paying for the hom e care. A lternatively, the person with whom 
the hom e care w orker jointly  holds the power o f  attorney should be reauired to be a oerson who has 
no personal or financial relationship with the hom e care w orker.

Section  2 is added to the general duties of the D epartm ent o f  H ealth  and Social Services. This 
section mandates that state funds may nor be used fo r paym ent to a home care provider unless the 
contractor or grantee which hires the home care w orkers agrees to file a reouest, within 10 tiavs 
afier hiring each individual w orker, for that w orker's  state crim inal records, as such a recuest is 
provided for in existing law at AS 12.62.035. T he em ployer m ust also promptly review  the 
crim inal records once received.

This section instructs DH&SS to adopt regulations about how it w ill take action when a report of 
harm is filed under either the child or the elder abuse reporting statutes, when the allegation is that 
the harm  was caused by a public home care provider. Specifically, the regulations must include 
procedures for when and how the department will require the contractor or grantee emolover to 
reassign, suspend or terminate the alleged abuser, including procedural safeguards o f the individual 
home care w orker’s due process rights in such a case.

Finally, this section defines "public home care provider" as any w orker under a state contract or 
grant who provides any o f the following types o f  service: hom em aker, chore, personal care, home 
health, or sim ilar services in or around a client’s personal residence; or respite care service whether 
provided in the client’s home o r the provider’s hom e or facility.

Branch Office:

36^1 C St.. Sic. 260 

rrender 3ldg. 

Anchorage, A K  99503 

(907) 563-565- 

F A X: 562-3040

POSITION PAPER



Page 2 Position PaDer on HB 3

Section 3 states that DH&SS may not pay for any respite care unless the same procedures for
requiring criminal background checks are put into the contracts or grants.

Section 4 broadens the mandate that DH&SS must, upon request, release the num ber o f verified 
reports o f harm to elderly persons at an institution to also require the same disclosure about a 
publicly paid home care provider.

Section 5 adds a definition o f "public hom e care p rov ider," basically anyone paid by the state 
under contract or grant to provide homemaker services at an institution to also require the same 
disclosure about a publicly paid home care provider.

Section 6 states that the Older Alaskans Comm ission must also require  the same types o f criminal
background checks for any home care workers under OAC grants for family respite or home care 
services.

Section 7 states that the OAC must require the sam e types o f crim inal background checks for any 
home care workers under grants for family respite care or for adult day care services.

Section 3 adds a new definition of "home care services" to the services to O lder A laskans act, 
which puts all homemaker, chore, personal care, hom e health o r sim ilar services in or around a 
clien t’s residence in this category.

Section 9 sets a rime deadline when the D epartm ent o f  Health & Social Services m ust adopt the 
new regulations required by Section 2 o f this act, specifically by M arch 15, 1994. A  status report is 
due to the legislature by February 1, 1994.

Section 10 gives the act an immediate effective date.

This bill, by requiring criminal background checks, may slightly increase the costs o f  providing 
publicly paid, for in-home care ser/ices for some agencies which are not already doing these checks. 
This higher cost may result in slightly reduced hours o f  service available for clients. However, 
even if  hours o f  ser/ices were slightly decreased, this would be a w orthw hile trade-off in order to 
give greater assurance o f physical and financial security to the vulnerable hom e care clients.

Tne Older Alaskans Commission believes that abuse o f  eiders and disabled adults is a  grievous 
problem  that Alaska must better address.

The Commission urges passage o f House Bill 3.

Donald M. Hoover, Chairman 
Older Alaskans Commission



ANSWER: The following is case of personal services ho provide
skilled, home health nursing in the communities of Fairbanks, 
Juneau, and Ketchikan:

r n s a FYS9 FY90 FY91

SERSOKAL SERVZCSS 343,013 335, 174 443,5ul 334,579

Mote that cost of personal services were lower in FY91. This was 
due to a turnover in heme health staff at the Fairbanks Health 
Center. Senior employees at advanced saiarv stens were replaced 
by employees at lower salary steps.

How many individuals were employed as public home health care 
providers in these same fiscal years?

Since its beginning, the staffing pattern for the Home Health 
Program has remained the same with one exception. In FY9I the 
Juneau Health Center Clerk Typist III position was transferred out 
of the Home Health program {*).

Program Nurse Consultant 
Public Health Nurse II 
Nurse II
*Clsrk Tyoist III 
Community Health Aide 
Clerk Typist III 
Public Health Nurse II 
Nurse II 
Nurse II
Clerk Tvcist III

Central Office 
Juneau Health Center 
Juneau Health Canter 
Juneau Health Center 
Ketchikan Health Cents; 
Ketchikan Health Canne: 
Fairbanks Health Carte: 
Fairbanks Health Cents: 
Fairbanks Health Cents: 
Fairbanks Health Cer.te:

3. How much money was spent on contracts with private home health 
care services agencies?

The Section of Nursing has approximately S5 —  75 active Home 
Health Aides working under agreements. Due to turnover of the Home 
Health Aides, there may be as many as 100 individuals who have 
agreements (active or inactive) with the Department during the 
fiscal year. An additional 3 —  10 Registered Nurses are working 
under professional services contracts to provide home health 
services.

March 4, 
Pace 3



Honorable J e r r y  Mackia 
March 4, IS92 
Pace 4

ccntractid services rvaa ras9 rvso r ?91

SXIILED NURSING (RN'S) 
Tocai number of hours 
(paid ac SI a PerHour)

3CME HEALTH AIDES (HHA) 
Tocai number of hours 
(paid ac S12 PerHcur)

S 32,382 
{4,504)

5222,363 
(18,572)

PROVIDENCE 5229,512
Tocai number of visics 
(paid ac 539. Per HA visit) (5,253)
(paid ac S30. Per SN visit! ( 385)

AMT2CK
Training Eunds 
Total number of hours 
oaid ac S20.34 ser hr
said ac 521.72 =er hr

5 34,156
(4,575)

5254,000
(22,000)

5238,000 

(S,535)
( aea)

S103,001 
(5,722)

5254,000 
(2 2 ,0 0 0 )

5238,000

(5,471) 
( 370)

51,455,775 
<S42,339>

(71,553)

5 32,345 
(4,553)

5254,000 
(22,000)

5238,000

(5,471)
( 370)

51,488,500 
<532,365>

(63, 525)

Is there breaJccut information ava 
for services provided to children, 
adults?

ilable as to amount 
disabled adulus and

s sperm 
elderlv

This is informauicn for the Home Health skilled nursing contract 
with Home Health Cara/Providence Hosnital

F"I Tocai Na. HHA RN 
Ciiencs Visics Visics

Cve.r 50 disabled cssc

51 127 5,471 370 107 (84%) T 1 (9%) S23S,000

90 125 5,471 270 102 (32%) 14 ( ii% ) 5233,000

3 5 137 5,535 253 115 (39%) 12 (9%) S238,000

33 115 5,253 385 •40 (86%) 12 (10%) S229,512

37 107 5,320 353 36 (30%) (14%) 5243,107

The existing data system ana reports have no simpli
extracting the informati on pert inent to the numbe
children and adults, sc the percentages listed above are an 
estimate of the total number of clients from reports submitted.

4. Can you provide an update as to the status of the Medicaid 
Waiver Application of the State of Alaska?

•i 
t



H B n a n m r s G a k a m c n H G i « « E H i a K n » s a a a B i

Honorable Jerry Mac.kie 
March 4, 1992 
Pace 5

Answer: We will be applying for our package of waivers in the verv
near suture. The applications are first filed with the federal 
Department of Health and Human Services, Region X. We anticipate 
tnat we wall have approval and be fully operational bv Julv 1993.

If you need further information on these or any other Department 
programs, please contact me.

Theodore A. Mala, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

TAM: T3 : AW ' A

bcc: Peter Nakamura, Director
Dwayne Peeples, Health Program Scecialist 
Alice Waiters, Health Program Nurse Consultant
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WALTER J. HICKEL. GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  j  
S O C L A L  S E R V IC E S  /

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER !I

THEODORE A. MALA, COMMISSIONER

P.O. BOX IIC6C1 
JUNEAU. ALASKA SSfln-060T 
PHONE: (907) JS5G0C0

March 4, 19 92

Honorable ^_-rry Mackie
Alaska State House of Representatives
Stare Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Mackie:

Thank you for your February 20 memo regarding home health care 
services for the elderly and disabled. Following are the answers
to the questions you set out:

1. How many disabled adults and elderly persons were receiving 
services under heme health care services programs throughout 
all t h e 'divisions of H&SS for FY87 - FY91?

ANS^ZR: The Division of Public Health, through the section of
Nursing, has only been overseeing the .Adult Homemaker Services 
contract (AMTSCH) since FY90. Prior to that time the Homemaker 
Services were administered by DFYS.

In FYS1 there were:
492 age 58-80
214 over age 80
705 total clients over age 55

The total number- of all clients served by AMTSCH in FYS1 was 1,122.

The above FY90 information was requested of the contractor for the 
purpose of this report; .AMTSCH was unable to provide information 
at this time.

The section of Nursing provides home health to a limited number of 
clients each year in a small number of communities, using State

OVERVIEW or PUBLIC HOME 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES



onoran

name .-.ealtn Ardi 
he foliowine communi

Mat-Su/Paimer/Wasi 
Fairbanks/Norah St 
Juneau 
Sitka
Seward/Kenai
Soldotna/Hcmer
Ketchikan
Wrancell
Petersburc

In three locations (Fairbanks, Ketchikan, Juneau) skilled 
(Registered Nurse) services are available through a oilct Project 
(which began in 1981) with services provided bv state employees 
(PEN II's and Nurse II's).

The following chart shows the number of clients served through the 
Home Health Aide and Heme Health Skilled Nursinc orocrams:

FY Number of Cli ents/P atiiants

01 s — 375 (330 are over age 65)
90 353 (311 are over age 65)
89 349 (341 are over age 65)
88 353 (315 are over age 55)
87 359 (319 are over age 65)

E.Z.2. svstem does not ires.k-out the number
or adults, although only those clients with moderate to severe 
needs are provided services. Most clients are not Medicaid 
eligible due to income level that places them slightly above the 
financial criteria and do not have third-party insurance that will 
reimburse for homecare for health aide services.

How much money was spent on salaries for public home health 
care providers thrcugnout all the divisions of ESSS frcm FYS7 
- FY91?



A LA S K A  STATE

H ospital & N ursing H ome
ASSOCIATION

FEBRUARY 16, 1994

Senator Robin Taylor, Chair 

Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Senate 

Capitol Building 

Juneau, Alaska Re: HB 3, Protection Older Adults

Dear Senator Taylor:

We would like to add our support for the intent of HB 3. We 
particularly like Section 1 of HB 3 that prohibits the designation of a 
home care provider as “attorney-in-fact” unless it is held jointly with an 

individual outside the home.

As you know, there is a series of senior services bills (SB 248, 249 
and 250) moving through the Legislature at the request of the Governor. 

We feel HB 3 compliments and adds to that legislation.

We ask the support of the Senate Judiciary Committee for HB 3.

Sincerely,

Harlan R. Knudson 
President/CEO

319 Seward Street #11 • Juneau, A K  99801 • (907) 586-1790 • Fax (907) 463-3573
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F I S C A L  N O T E
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
I 9 9  4 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

13 I L L  N O .  I I 133

Rmvisioh Oato 

T • U «•.
01/28/94 Oaoi. Aiiociod: H ealth  and Social Services

A n  Act Relating to Public Hom e Providers 3RU: F a m ily  &  Y o u th  Services
Componnm: Central Office

Sponsor: Reprcsentativc(s) M ackie & U lm er
Pccuostor: S (J U D ) COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0259

E xpenditures/R evenues: (Thousandn of Oollars)
O PER A TIN G FY95 FY96 | FY97 1 FY98 1 FY99 | FYOO
PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1 1 1
TRAVEL 1 1 1 1
CONTRACTUAL 15.0 I I I !
SUPPLIES I i 1 1 I
EQUIPMENT i I 1 1
LANO & STRUCTURES I I I ! !
GRANTS. CLAIMS I I I I I I
MISCELLANEOUS I I I I I I

I TO TA L O PE R A TIN G 15.0 0.0 1 0.0 i 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 i

C A PITAL E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E S  IN R E VE N U ES

1002 Foderal Rocoiots
1003 Gr Matcn
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Rocoiplo
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Oth or

1 1 1 1 I 1
1 1 I 1 I 1

15.0 I I I I

i i i i i !
i i i i i i
i i i i i

TO TAL

oooo'oooo’oo'

oIDT—

P O S ITIO N S:
FULL -  TIME I I I I I !
PART-TIME I I I I i I
TEMPORARY I I I I I I

Estim ate o f current year (FY94) im pact: 0.0

A N A LYS IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Section 2 of this bill requires that the Department develop regulations cn circumstances requiring reassignment, 
suspension, or termination of a home care provider alleged to have perpetrated harm and on the appeal rights for such 
an individual. Section 9 requires that the regulations be adopted by March 15. 1994. There are several critical regulatory 
projects ahead of this one. For this reason, a moderate fiscal note is required to implement the provisions of this bill. A 
contract will be obtained to draft, conduct public hearings on, and finalize the regulations. The contractor will revise the 
Adult and the Child Protective Services procedural manuals to implement the changes and will work with data processing 
to plan protective services data collection on home care providers under Section 4 of the bill. If the protection of the 
Vulnerable Adults bill passes, the department will collaborate with the Division of Senior Services.

Prepared by: 
Division:

Deborah R. Wine, Director m L .
Division of Family &  Youth S e r v i c e s _________

Margaret R. Lowe, M.Ed.. Ed.S.Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: Department o f Health £  Social Services

Phone:
Date:

Date:

465-3191
01/28/94

/ ■ 3 /-9 ?

PR E PA R E R  TO  PRO VIDE ALL DISTRIBU TIO N  C O PIES TO G O V E R N O R ’S LEG ISLA TIVE O FFIC E 
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 

(n«v io/93)3-»(iano.xiB/08n Page 1 of 1
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S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A
1994 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

F I S C A L  N O T E
B ILL N O . I-IB 03

Revision Date: 
Title:

January 28, 1994
A n  act relating to public home

care providers

Dept. Affected: 

' bRU:
Component:

Sponsor:
Requestor:

M ackie , U lm e r
Senate Judiciary

H ealth  and Social Services

State H ealth  Services_______
H om e H ealth  Services

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. #1629

Expenditu res/R evenues:
O P E R A T IN G FY95 I FY96 I FY97 FY98 F Y99 F Y00
PERSONAL SERVICES i I I
TRAVEL I I I
CONTRACTUAL I I I
SUPPLIES I I I
EQUIPMENT i I
LAND & STRUCTURES I I I I
GRANTS. CLAIMS I I I I
MISCELLANEOUS I I I
TO TA L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

C A PITA L E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E S  IN R E V E N U E S

FU N D S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
“002 Federal Receipts i I 1
1003 GF Match 1
1004 GF 1
1005 GF/Program Receipts f 1
1006 GF/MHTIA 1 1 1 1
Other i | j

TO TA L 0.0 1 0.01 0.01 0.0 0.01 0.0

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME 0 1 01 01 01 01 01
PART-TIME 0 1 01 01 Oi 01 01
TEMPORARY 0 1 01 01 01 01 01
Estimate o f curren t year (FY94) cost $ N O N E

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Cost of the security clearance for Personal Care Attendants is covered as administrative costs 
in the current grant awards as part of the deliverables of the grantee.

V V  Prepared by: Peter M . Nakamura, M D . M P H
Division* Pnhlir Wr»olihPublic Health £

Margaret RrXowe, M.Ecl., Ed.S.______________

Phone: (907) 465-3090 
Date: 01/2S/94

Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: Department o f Health &  Social Services
D a e :.

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  ALL D ISTR IB U TIO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  LE G IS LA TIV E  O F F IC E

For further distribution information call tine Governor's Legislative Office

(R ev  KV93 |SM njno .jcb /03R  P a g e  1 O f
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ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A

1993 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

F IS C A L  N O TE
BELL NO. HB 3

I

Revision Dale:

Title: 'An Act relating to public home care croviders: and crowding 

for an elective date.'

Sccnsor: Recresenrative Mackie

Department Affected: Administration

8RU: Older Alaskans Commission

Comocnent: Older Alaskans Commission

Recuestcr: CQMFCNENT SERIAL NO. 36

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING | F f 94 F f 95 F f 26 F f  97 F f 98 _ ! F f 99

[ p e r s o n a l  SERVICES o 1 0 0 1 o 1 0 1 0
TRAVEL 0 1 0 0 1 o 0 1 0
CONTRACTUAL 1 0 1 0 0 1 o 1 0 1 0
SUPPLIES 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0
EQUIPMENT 1 0 1 0 0 o 0 0
LAND A STRUCTURES 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 o 1
GRANTS, CLAIMS 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
MISCELLANEOUS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING ! o 0 o 0 0 1 0

CAFtTAL 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 

FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING:

iC02 Federal Receipts 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
1C03 C-F Match 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
1CC4 GF 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
1005 GF/Frcgram Receicrs 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
!CC6  C-F/MHTIA 0 I 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
OTHER 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
TOTAL 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 1

PART-TIME 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY93) imoacl: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared by: Connie J. Sice. Oirecfor 

Division: Cider Alaskans Commission

Approved by Commissioner Nancy Sear Usera 

Agency: Administration liO V

Phone: -165-3250

Date: January 21. 1993
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SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR H3 3

H3 3, An Act relating to public home care providers, restricts the 
ability of a heme care provider to assume power of attorney and 
requires criminal background checks on any individual providing 
home care services paid for by public funds for an elderly or 
disabled person.

This bill will provide some protection to elderly and disabled 
persons from those responsible for their care; these groups are 
particularly vulnerable to abuse because of age, illness, 
disability and the isolation of being alone in their home with a 
caregiver.

It is important to taka these steps now, while Alaska is on the 
brink of an explosion in home care services. Our senior cioisen 
population is rapidly expanding and ~he state has just received 
approval for a Medicaid Waiver to provide home and community based 
services as an alternative to institutionalization. Once the 
Medicaid Waiver is effective, and there is a payment sysrem 
available for expanded home based services, the home care services 
industry will see rapid growth - as it has in other states. This 
bill also requires background checks on home care providers paid 
through Older Alaskans Commission grants, and respite care 
providers paid through the Division of Family and Youth Services.

An important aspect of this bill is that the Department of Health 
and Social Services is required to implement regulations 
identifying actions to be taken upon reports of harm by a home care 
provider; it also protects the due process rights of the provider. 
My companion bill, HB 4, provides that conviction of a person 
licensed, certified or regulated by a board or the Department of 
Commerce, for abuse of an elderly or disabled person may be 
considered ground for disciplinary proceedings or sanctions.

I think this bill is both important and timely and urge your 
support.
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS - E3 3

"AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC HOME CARE PROVIDERS; EFD"

Section 1 Title 13, Chapter 26 (Protection of persons under
disability and their property) is amended by adding 
a new section which provides that a public heme care 
provider may not accept a designation of attorney in 
fact or power of attorney for a person to whom they 
provide services unless that power is shared with 
another nerson who is not a home care orovider.

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Amends Chapter 47, Title 5, which relates to the 
powers and duties of the Department of Health and 
Social Ser/ices, by adding a new section which: 1) 
provides that state funds may not be used to pay for 
the services of a heme cars provider unless a 
criminal background check is completed under AS 
12.62.035(a) and reviewed within 5 days of receipt; 
2) requires the department to require these 
background checks by heme care provider contractors 
and grantees; 3) requires the department to
implement regulations on actions subsequent to 
reports of harm by a home care provider and 
protection of due process rights of providers 
subject to reports of harm; and defines heme care 
provider in this section.

Adds a new subsection to AS 47.10.230, powers and 
duties of the department over care of children, 
which provides -that the department may not pay for 
respite care ser/ices unless a criminal background 
check has been requested and reviewed.

Amends AS 47.24.050(b) to allow the department to 
disclose the number of verified reports of harm to 
the elderly by home care providers.

Defines home care provider under Chapter 24.

Adds a new subsection to AS 47.65.050 which provides 
that payments to a sponsor for respite or home care
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Sectional Analysis - S3 3 
Page 2

services under the programs of the Older Alaskans 
Commission may not be made unless the sponsor agrees 
co reguesc a criminal background check on the person 
providing services.

Secuion 7 Adds a new subsection to AS 47.65.100 which provides
that the Older Alaskans Commission may not award a 
grant for day care and respite ser/ices unless the 
grantee agrees to request criminal background checks 
on individuals providing service.

Section 8 Adds a new section to AS 47.65.100 which defines
heme care ser/ices under the Older Alaskans 
Commission statutes.

Section 9 Requires the Department of Health and Social
Services to adept heme care provider regulations by 
Mcirch 15, 1994 and issue a report to the legislature 
on the status of the regulation crccess bv Februar/ 
1, 1994.

Section 10 Provides for an immediate effective dar.e.




