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This bill will require the Division of Motor Vehicles to administratively
revoke the driver®s license of any person between the ages of 14 though
20 who has consumed or who 1is in possession of drugs or alcohol. The
Division of Family and Youth Services (DFYS) reports approximately 1,200
yourhs between the ages of 14 through 17 are referred to their agency by
police authorities for alcohol or drug offenses yearly. The Department
of Public Safety Uniform Crime Report: for 1992 shows approximately 1,300
persons between the ages of 13 through 20 are arrested* or charged with
drug and alcohol offenses (other than DWI) each year. The total number
of youths whose driver®s license or privilege to drive would be revoked
is approximately 2,500. The Department of Public Safety Uniform Crime
Report does not include 37 cities or rural communities.

In order to handle the additional 2,500 license revocations a year, and
provide due process for the minor, one full-time Driver Ir rovement
Specialist/Hearing Officer, and two full-time Motor Vehicle
Representative 1/11"s would be required. The cost for personal services
for a Driver Improvement Specialist/Hearing Officer i« 52.8; the cost for
two Motor Vehicle Representative I1/11"s is 73.3. The total for personal
services 1is 126.1. The Driver Improvement Specialist and one Motor
Vehicle Representative will be located in the Juneau Driver Services
office and will handle the paperwork and hearings associated with
administering the revocation of the driver®s license. The second Motor
Vehicle Representative will be located in the Anchorage Field Services
section and will be used in the Motor Vehicle Field office to handle the
reinstatement and issuance of a driver"s license.

To revoke 2,500 additional driver®s licenses a year takes over 30
processing steps per revoked license. It takes approximately 20 minutes
to one hour to conduct an administrative hearing.*Each processing step
varies in the time it takes to complete. Complete accuracy is essential,
as an error of entry onto a driving record could result in civil
liability to the State. It takes approximately 20 minutes per applicant
to reinstate a revoked driver®s license; this time 1is exclusive of the
time it takes a person to take the required tesrs; the person must make a
new application for the driver®s license or permit, take all of the
required tests, and if the person is under the age of 13 a parent or
legal guardian must give consent for the driver"s license or permit and
pay the reinstatement fee. Travel and per diem requested 1is to send the
hearing officer to the National Judicial College for professional
training in the fair hearing process.

Under existing law, each person whose license has been revoked must pay a
$100 fee when applying for reinstatement of his or her driver®s license.
This bill amends current law by requiring a reinstatement fee of $250 for
anyone who has had their driver®s license suspended, revoked or limited
more than one time. Assuming 90 percent of the minors who are eligible
for reinstatement will comply with the reinstatement requirements and pay
the $100 fee, approximately $225.0 will be generated annually as new
program receipts/general fund revenue.

In FY93 the division reinstated approximately 5,300 driver"s licenses
where the person paid a fee of $100. It is estimated that 50 percent or
2,650 have first time actions against their record and will continue to
pay the $100 fee and 50 percent or 2,650 of these drivers have prior
actions against their record and will be required to pay the $250 fee.
The 2,650 drivers will be required to pay an additional $150 which will
generate an additional $397.5 in new program receipt/general fund
revenue. The total new program receipts/general fund revenue is $622.5.
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PERSONAL SERVICES

2 Motor Vehicle Representative I/Il1l's
1 Driver Improvement Specialist/
Hearing Officer

Total Personal Services

TRAVEL & PER DIEM

Airfare and per-diem to National
Judicial College (one time expense)

Total Travel & Per Diem

CONTRACTUAL

323 Sq. Ft. office space lease

@ $1.95 per sq. ft. = $7.6 per year
Postage and tolls = $1.7 per year
Telephone charges/conference call/

long distance charges = $6.3 per year

Tuition for National Judicial College
$1.3 (one time expense)

30 hours computer oroaramming time
@ $75/hr = $6.0

Total Contractual

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS
Office supplies

Total Supplies
EQUIPMENT

3 Complete workstations @ $10.0 each
Copier 11.0

(Equipment is a one time expense)

Total Equipment

TOTAL COST

FY 95 FY 96
126.1 126.1
1.5
23.4 16.1
1.0
42.0

194.0 143.2
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 299 f.nmi
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION:

The House Judiciary Committee version of HB 299 adds a new section to AS 23.15 that provides for the
revocation of a driver's license of a person that is at least 14 years of age, but not yet 21 years of age, for the
possession or use of a controlled substance in violation of AS 11.17, or the possession or use of alcohol in violation ¢
AS 04.16.050.

Revocation would be handled administratively by the Department of Public Safety if a police officer had
probable cause based on personal observation that the possession or use occurred. The administrative process
includes a provision for an administrative appeals hearing, as well as providing for subsequent judicial review. A
police officer would be required to read a notice and to deliver a copy to” the person advising that revocation will occu.
in seven days, unless the person requests an administrative review within the seven days. The written notice would
serve as atemporary seven day license or permit, and the police officer would seize the person's license or permit if it
is in the person's possession. Revocation would include the person's driver's license, permit, privilege to drive, or
privilege to obtain a license or permit. A first revocation would result in a revocation for a period of 90 days; a seconi
revocation would result in a revocation for a period of one year; and a third revocation would result in revocation for a
period of three years. The bill also provides that the Department of Public Safety may not issue a new license or
reissue a license to a person whose driver's license, permit, or privilege to drive has been revoked, under these
provisions, unless the person is enrolled in or in compliance with, or has successfully completed and paid for (1) an
alcoholism education and rehabilitation program, if the revocation resulted from the possession or use of alcohol, or
(2) adrug rehabilitation treatment program if the revocation resulted from the possession or use of a controlled
substance. Finally, the bill increases the amount of the reinstatement fee, from $100 to $250, for any person who
seeks a driver's license at the end of the revocation period.

Current statute (AS 28.15.185) contains similar penalties for the same offense; however, the existing statute i
limited to youths ages 13 through 17, and the penalties can be invoked only if the person is adjudicated by a juvenile
court of misconduct involving a controlled substance or alcohol.

Because the revocation process will be handled administratively within the Department of Public Safety, the bil
is unlikely to have a direct fiscal impact on the Department of Law. However, we are concerned that there will be a
secondary impact caused by youthful offenders who drive while their license is revoked or who cannot obtain a
license or permit during a revocation period. We also expect that there will be a larger number of revocations than
now occurs under the existing statute, because the age span covered by the bill is greater and because revocation wil
not require an adjudication. Thus it appears that the incidence of DWLS offenses will increase. However, data is not
available that would give any clear idea on the amount of increase that will result if the bill is approved.
Consequently, fiscal impact costs have not been shown. We therefore caution that increasing prosecutor caseload at
atime when revenues are decreasing, and at a time when the existing caseload is already increasing, will result in
prosecutors being forced to decline prosecution of certain offenses in favor of prosecuting more serious offenses.

Finally, we note that the bill includes well-reasoned findings in respect to the dangers involved in mixing

alcohol and driving and the particular danger to youths under the age of 21. However, no findings have been includet
in respect to controlled substances and the dangers they present to youths under the age of 21.

Page 2 of 2



Alaska State Legislature

Official Business State Capitol
SPONSOR STATEMENT Juneau. AK 99801-1182
House Bill 299
"An Act relating to revocation of a driver's license for illegal
possession or use of a controlled substance or illegal possession
or consumption of alcohol: and providing for an effective dare."”

House Bill 299 is referred to as "Use It-Lose It" legislation.

There is no doubt that the dangerous association of controlled substances
and alcohol with driving begins at an early age. It cannot be stressed
enough that usage of alcohol or controlled substances causes a reduction of
mental and physical capabilities and can severely impair one s ability to
drive in a responsible manner. HB299 would provide the Department of
Public Safety with a tool to help discourage youth from starting the
dangerous and often fatal association of controlled substances and alcohol

with driving.

Driving is a privilege looked forward to by all youngsters. Loss of this
privilege can be a powerful deterrent. The intent of this bill is to provide
the strongest possible incentive for our children to say "no" to controlled
substances or alcohol. It gives youth a reason, that is acceptable to their
peers, to say "no,” while providing positive reinforcement to alcohol and
drug-free teenagers by maintaining their eligibility to drive.

Under HB299. a minor who is old enough to have either a permit or
license to drive would lose that license, permit, or privilege if said minor
possessed, used, or consumed a controlled substance or alcohol.
Revocation would be through an administrative proceeding.

Tnis bill is supported by the Department of Public Safety, the Alaska
Medical Association, the Alaskan Federation of Natives Sobriety
Movement, the Alaska Council on Prevention of Alcohol and Drug Abuse.
Alaskans for Drug-Free Youth, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the
Alaska Peace Officers Association, the Governor's Advisory Board on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, die Ketchikan Mayor's Task Force on
Substance Abuse, and the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police. It has a
fiscal note from the Department of Public Safety, but it is anticipated the
revenue generated would more than cover the cost of the implementation.
It would also enable the State to access additional federal funds. There is a
zero fiscal note from the Department of Law. Your support would be
appreciated.



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

STATE OF ALASKA
loor -1053367 or aes24a50
F4X (Q07) 4652029 130 Sewvvard Sireei. Suite 40D
Mail Sion 5101 Juneaur Alaska 99801-2105
April 12. 1994
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of CSHB 299(FIN) am

(Work Order No. 8-LS0961\D)
TO: Representative Cynthia Toohev

FROM: Michael F. Ford / k - f -
Leitisiative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be
considered an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best
statement of its contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may
apply to a particular set of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1.

Sec. 28.15.183. Requires administrative revocation of a driver’s license of a
person who is at least 14. but not yet 21 years old. who has illegally consumed or
possessed alcohol or a controlled substance. Establishes periods of mandatory
revocation. Provides that revocation under this section is consecutive to revocation
under another provision of law, except for a revocation under AS 28.15.185. .Allows
for the Department of Public Safety to grant limited license privileges.

Sec. 28.15.184. Provides for review of the administrative revocation before a
hearing officer. If the illegal possession or consumption is proven by a
preponderance of the evidence the revocation is required to be sustained. Provides
for appeal of the hearing officer’s decision to superior court.

Section 2. Technical amendment to remove a specified fee for reinstatement of a
driver’s license.

Section 3. Technical amendment to remove a specified fee for reinstatement of a
driver’ license.

CECTIONAL ANALYSIS



Representative Cynthia Toohev
April 12. 1994
Page 2

Section 4. Imposes a fee of S100 for first time offenders and for repeat offenders a
fee of $250 for reinstatement of a driver's license under AS 28.15.211.

Section 5. Applicability.

Section 6. Effective date.

MFFdmb
94-110.1mb

VIV,



POSITION PAPER - Department of Public Safety

BILL NO: cshb 299 (hes) DATE: February 15, 1994
TITLE: Driver's License Revoca- CONTACT: Lorn M. Campbell
tion; Alcohol/Drugs Executive Director

Highway Safety
Planning Agency

"An Act relating to revocation of a youth under 21 years of age driver's
license for illegal possession or use of a controlled substance or illegal
possession or consumption of alcohol.”

Under Alaska Statute 28.15.011 the exercise to drive or have any degree of
control over a motor vehicle upon a highway is a privilege and not a right
guaranteed by law. Impaired driving and impaired-related crashes involving
young drivers constitute a major problem in every motorized country in the
world. In the United States, drivers age 16-19 have the highest crash
rate— 20,1 crashes per million miles driven in 1990—compared with a rate
of 5.3 for all other ages combined.

Alaska is no exception to this problem as alcohol/drugs continue to be a
major contributor in youthful traffic accidents and deaths in the State of
Alaska. Statistics for 1992 showed 44.4 percent of youths under the age
of 21 were impaired at the time of their deaths. Autopsy results disclosed
that all of the youth who were impaired had blood alcohol levels well over
0.10.

As consumption or possession of alcohol cr a controlled substance is

unlawful by all persons under the age of 21 years, license revocation is a
particularly appropriate penalty for young drivers for a number of reasons.
First of all, mile for mile the teenage driver is a high-risk operator,
especially when drinking. Every mile that this high-risk driving can be

reduced by significant safety dividends for the individual and the public.
Since the privilege to drive is important to a teenager, loss of the
driver's license is particularly relevant in motivating the young driver to
avoid alcohol or drug related offenses.

The Department of Public Safety strongly supports passage of CSHB 299 (HES)
or similar legislation that saves the lives of our State's most valuable
resource—our youth.

/,Ri(chard L. Burtoji,
' Commissioner

dept, of public safety
POSITION PAPER



March 3, 1994
Pace Two

NHTSA, 1993 report states chat approx.innately 60? of pedestrians 16 year-
and older killed in nighttime crashes had a SAC of .10 or greater. The
scatiscrcs are alarming. Youthful dr inking in .Alaska and drug jsace is
r.oc the exception, it is so ordinary that students 1 have personally
spoken with, have advised me that our area high schools are actually

the easiest place to buy drugs in the state. They report that they

net cniv buv drucs in olain view, but thev use in oiain view.

As a retired colics officer iron the State of Florida and now the
Executive Diractcr of the Anchorage Chapter of. MADD, 1 strongly urge
the passage of this "Use It-Lcse It" legislation. More stringent laws
are needed to reduce the numbers of youthful consumption of alcohol

and drugs. If we say it's illegal to possess it, we need a counter—
measure which will effectively reduce the incidence. We must do more
tc prevent such needless less of life and health. | sincerely believe

that this law would constitute the strongest deterrent available to
youthful drivers in Alaska. The best payoff is the contribution this
legislation will make to cur safety as we drive from place to place
within Alaska.

Sandra Allise Ray,

Executive Director A

Scott 1 Wesley Gerrish Mencriai Chapter
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
Anchorace, Alaska



Ala ka State Legis’iture

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Commiitee on Finance

Official Business
P.O. 30x v

State Caaitot
Juneau. Alaska 99811

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
LETTER OF INTENT
FOR

CS HB 299 (FIN)

"1t is the intent of the Alaska Legislature that new general fund
program receipts provided by increases in the driver's license
reinstatement fee be divided equally between the Department or
Public Safety and the Department of Health and Social Services.
The new program receipts received by the Department of Health and
Social Services should be used for alcohol and drug abuse
prevention and treatment programs specifically targeted at youth."

3 10-3 10U

Co-Chair Larson Date Co-Chair MacLean Date

HOUSE FINANCE

COMMITTEE
LETTER OF INTENT



laska S tate M edical A ssociation

4107 Laurel Street Anchorage, Alaska S9503-5334 (907) 562-2662

-ebruarv 15, 1SS-

Pepressrtacive Cyr.rhia Tochey
Alaska State Legistore

3. 0. 5¢x ' (MS 3120)

Juneau. 99811

Dear Representative Tcchey.e

On behalf of the Alaska State Medical Association | would like to offer you our
organiration's strongest support for your committee substitute *or House Rill
4299. As cnysicians we are well aware of the trauma aloo.no; aric druc-. +--Met
upon Alaskans. These problems often beg-r while our youth a-e in the"" teen-
arc this bill will serve as a ringing v/ake-up call that substance abuse has
sericus consequences and will not be tolerated. This -ill 's elegant in its
simplicity and will be elocuent in its message once under-age drivers realire
that substance abuse is Incompatible with driving privileges. V.Tsn enacted, this
bill will be a -cdel for other states to deal with this p'-oblen.

| thank you ana your staff for your hard and thcughful work on this bill. T*
t can be of any assistance to you in its passage, do not '-mas'tate to contact me.
If my testimony would ever be helpful, | would be happy to ass’tt you.
Sincerely y”urn, AN

/i

Ccnald P. Lehmar.n, M.O., A.S.F.P.
President, Alaska State Medical Association

DRL:bj

LETTERS OF SUPPORT



Alaska Federation of N atives

*S o b riety M o vem ent

March 10,1994

Representative Tochey
Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives
State CaDitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Toohev,

The AFN Sobriety Movement focuses on sobriety as the solution for many problems
facing our people. The passa?e of House Biill 299 may well be an opportunity for early
intervention with young people who are experiencing an alcohol or other drug addiction,
thereby giving them a better chance for a successful treatment experience and hopefully
saving them and the people around them mom some of the devastating effects of alcohol
and other drug abuse.

| believe thatwith the passage of House Bill 299, it will encourage sobriety*, as it _
requires youth offending for the first time to participate in a treatment program for license
reinstatement; and | support the passage of this bill.

*SOSRITY - ~A P tttryt. HZAUHY AND RROaUCJII't WAY OF LIFE, PROM TOE DEVASTaTISC EFFFC7S Of AICDHOL AND DRUCS".

Street, Suite Anchorage. Alaska * Phone - Fax -
1577 *C’ 100 * 99501 (907)274-3611 (907)276-7989



ALASKA COUNCIL ON

OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE, INC.

February 15, 1994

Representative Cynthia Toohey.
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, AK 9980.1-1182

Dear Representative Toohey,

Thanh you for informing me about C.S. House Bill 299 draft dated
February 11, 1994. The data you are about to read comes from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation report dated October 1993. Prepared by the
Institute for Health Policy, Brandeis University entitled £u&ata7ice Abuse
the Nations Number One Health Problem, Key Indicators for Policy, 1 am
in support of this bill for the following reasons:

Adolescent is a period of experimentation with substance use and
teenagers are particularly at risk for being involved with alcohol and
drug related vehicle injuries.

Traffic crashes remain the single greatest cause.of death among
American youth and young adults and almost half of all traffic fatalities
are alcohol-related.

Diverse efforts under way in communities across the country including
prompt license suspension sobriety police checks, zero tolerance for
underage drivers and public education have had an impact on alcohol
impaired' driving decline.

The public supports stringent sanctions against driving while
intoxicated and according to a national poll would like to see tougher
enforcementlof drinkinglage laws .(64%) automatic license suspension
for the first offense (89%) and automatic confiscation of plates for the
second offense (89%).

® N€EADD 3333 DENAL! SUITE 201 *anchorage, alaska 99503 .
.(907) 258-6021 « FAX (907) 258-6052 . (800) 478.P I~ d ‘NO~5IbVin6éo 'XtfWdBO:tT  \/St
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Representative Tooley
February 15, 1994
Page two

= Alcohol in any quantity is a risk factor for young drivers and nearly 40%
of 16 to 19 year old drivers in alcohol involved fatal crashes had a B.A.C.
level under 0.10%.

* Early use is related to later problems. By the eighth grade 70% of
adolescents have consumed alcohol.

The above statistics show that any intervention we create as a community
for young people will save many lives. Tougher lawa and higher prices on
alcohol and tobacco have proven to be effective deterrents for substance use
and abuse among young people.

I.wish you success in getting House Bill 299 approved. If there is anything
that I can do to help, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Josepti JJuviatte0*
Executive Director

/IDM

£d. - .. A3dd no nibwnoD )« wyeeitt fs, st ssj .. =
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Alaska Association Chiefs of Police

February 15, 1994

Representative Cynthia Toohey
Room 104

State Capital Building

Juneau, Alaska, 99801-1182

Dear Representative Toohev:

On behalf of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police | would like to offer our
support for CSHB 299 (work draft of 2/11/94).

The number of teenagers Killed while drinking and driving is an endless and ever
increasing tragedy in today's society, In Alaska, where the illegal use of drugs and
aicohoi by minors is significantly higher than ocher pans of the country, the number of
dysfunctional teens seems to be growing at an alarming rate.

The standard law enforcement approach of arrest and incarceration for possession or
consumption has not solved or reduced this grov/ing problem. (In the case of teens
under the age of eighteen (18) it is simpiy a ride home with a later court appearance.)
Education and counseling, along with innovative incentives is the only hoFe for
reducing this behavior. Revocation of a minor's drivers license for any illegal
possession or consumption, regardless of whether a vehicle was involved, is an
extremely innovative aﬂproach to a very old problem. Because driving is such a
cherished past time with most young people, the threat of losing this privilege may be
the catalyst needed for some to finally "just say no".

If we can be of any assistance in the passage of this hill please let me know.

Very trulvyours,
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ek yn o Alaskans For Drug-Free Youlli

Statewide Headquarters

2417 Tongass, Suite #1 Id. Ketchikan, Alaska 99(>0l
Phone: 907-247-2273, | ,SO0--478-2273, fax QO7-247 ?2A2

Alll. MAKS-
A >1KfNT, WIKKICA February 15, 1994

executive inRr.croR — The Honorable Cynthia Toohey
Lyrd L Allink State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

\RF.A AKFILIAI'ES

Anchntnye

Pairhyrk< Dear Representative Toohev:

Cllcnn.'llert

Jninet Thank you for sending us the latest draft of HB 299. Our
sz:n organization fully supports the "Use It - Lose It"

Nome administrative revocation cf minors’ permits and licenses.
Pelcidvirg We believe this will be a very cost effective tool for law
WAHil enforcement and more importantly, will provide our young

people with a reason not to drink and use other drugs.

ADVISORY HOARD
Toni Pool. Sperisl Agent

If there is one thing teenagers have in common, it is that
they are all anxious to have a drivers license. The threat of
S— 3 losing it should make them think twice about taking a drink.

Cniiwnuniiy Health Projects

Drug finforci'tnci'l AitminNInlion

~ We are also interested in incorporating a .00 BAC for those
s Ny Mnkonsld —ynqer 21 years old. If it is possible to amend this bill to
fonersssmel i< include that provision, we would appreciate it. We wil
os T continue to advocate for it in any case.

Richard Burton

i vitniiksinnor of Public Safety 1 NaNk you for being responsive to our suggestions for
changes to your bill. If there is anything else we can do to
Hilly 0. Atnltcw.s help, Dlease let us know. Lynda Adams will be back in the
Mil Demand Reduction Coordinator o ffjce  next week and will be happy to answer any questions

CORPORATION SPONSORS you may have

Aiumm ]
Usckn Pipeline Service Company O INCETE |y ,
Hiton Company. U.S.A.
Haines Uimip LJ-U 1 c: /% 'Cie+s- ;
Ketchikan Pulp C . .
eienikan Fulp Lompany Cheri Davis,
Hie 1. juuling/Gilmo* c/Annalxtlic’s .
; o , Development Director
l.ntiisann Pacific Foundation

\ United Way Sniuhcast Agency
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A laska Peace 0 fficers

PO Box 2*40106 Anchorage. Alaska 99524-0106

February 23, 1994

Representative Cynthia Toohey MAZ

State Capitol
Juneau, AK

vyt
99801-1182
Dear Representative Toohey,

The Alaska Peace Officers Association supports HB 299. We
feel that drinking and driving under the influence of drugs or
alcohol continues to be a matter of grave concern to the citizens
of Alaska. People have come to understand and realize the
high price we pay for such excesses. Finally, attitudes toward
underage drinking and driving are becoming more critical. It is
no longer a "rite of passage" for a young person to consume
alcohol,

We agree with the intent of this legislation—to thwart
underage drinking by limiting their privilege to drive if they
possess or consume alcohol. The loss of this privilege will act
as a strong deterrent to such acts.

Sincerely,

lichael'A. Grimes
Statewide President
Alaska Peace Officers Association

A ssociation

(907) 277-051
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March 2, 1994

Hep. Tconey

State Capitol

Hm 4-C4

Juneau, AK 998(C1-11S2

H: "Hall t299 - Use I:
Dear Heoreser.tative Tconey:

The Anchorage Chapter of Mothers Against Drur.k Driving supports the
legislation to establish immediate license revocation for these
juveniles who use controlled substances or consume alcohol.

Administrative license revocation has proven affective in reducing
Driving Uncer the Influence offenses. It is constitutional, the u. S.
Supreme Court, in "Mackev vs. Mcntrym: 1612,2620-21 (1979), has
recognized that suspension of a drivers license prior to an admin—
istrative hearing is r.ct a violation of due process so long as
provisions are made for a swift post-suspension hearing.

MACD notes that an overloaded court system too often delays the

judicial response to juvenile consumption or possession of a controlled
substance. While awaiting their court date, many continue their actions
with sometimes fatal results. On Labor Day, 1966, three (3) young
people in Worcester County, Massachusetts, -were killed by a 19-year old
drunk driver who had been allowed to keep his license, even though he
had more than .10% on a breath test a few days before. MADD chapters

in Massachusetts united to help -write a tough drunk driving bill in
Massachusetts which became effective the following year.

The NHTSA, 1993 report on Drinking, Driving and other Drugs states
that moe than 43% cf all 16- to -20 year-old death3 result from motor
vehicle crashes. About half of these fatalaties were alcohol-related
crashes. Estimates are that 2,314 teenagers 16-20 years old died in
alcohol related crashes in 1992.

MODIFYING



2417 Tongass Ave, “114
Ketchikan, AX 99901

Apr il 6, 1Qc4

Reprssentat lve Cynthia Tbohey
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau. AX 99801-1,182

Dear Representative Toohey:

I am writin% this letter on behalf cf Alaskans For Drug-Free
Vou th , the Ketch ikan Haver®s Task Rome on ?ubscance Abuse ,
ancl on behalf of the Governor®s Advisory Boara on Alcoholism
?.nd Drua Abuse in support cf passage of HB2<9, Revocation cf
Drivers License of Minor for Al coho 1/Drugs. Ai! three of
these entities are concerned about the 1impact alcohol and
other drug use is having on the youth cf Alaska. All three
groups support this legislation as an effective tcci to curb
adolescent drug/alcohol use.

Administrative drivers license revocation has proven an
effective tool in reducing underage drunken driving and
other related offenses in states that have enacted similar
legislation. The other 1important feature cf this
legislation as also been reported effective 1in states such
as Arizona, Minnesota, Mcrth Caroline, Oregon. Utah.
Wisconsin and the District of Columbia--that 1is the adoption
of zero-tclerancs laws for youth. These states consider
teenagers legally impaired after the first drink, regardless
of the actual alcohol level In their blood.

Administrative License Revocation has proven effective
because drivers who are arrested and have their licenses
revoked are less likely to drink and drive again, and more
importantly, administrative license revocation discourages
teens from driving while Impaired because they worry about
losing their drivers license. The risk for drivers under 21
is greater at lew alcohol Impairment levels than for older
drivers. Studies also show that zero tolerance laws leading
to the loss of a driver®s license can reduce total

a lcoho 1-re lated fatalities. A zero tolerance law also
complements existing State laws prohibiting alcohol sales
and service to youth.

House Bill 299 will reduce the cost of 1impaired driving, has
definite health and safety benefits of lower BAC levels for
minors, and conveys a reinforcing statement that prevention
works. Please support passage of HB 299.





