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D A T E : January 14, 1994

T IT L E : National Electrical Code C O N T A C T : Arbe Williams
465-2700

Senate Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 101 (Labor & Commerce), proposes 
to allow the department to adopt by regulation the most recent national electrical 
code or national electrical safety code. The bill also adopts the 1993 published 
edition of the National Electrical Code and the 1993 published edition of the National 
Electrical Safety Code in the interim.

The Department of Labor supports Senate Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 
101 (Labor & Commerce).
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W A L T E R  J .  N I C K E L ,  G O V E R N O R

UISPAIITMKNT Ol*’ H.AIBOIt P.O BOX 211-19
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-11-19
PHONE: (90/) 405-2200OFFICE O F THE COMMISSIONER

A p r i l  23, 1993
FAX: (907) 465 2 78-1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o b i n  Taylor, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  30 
J u n eau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T a y l o r :

I u n d e r s t a n d  that C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  101 (Labor
a n d  C o m m e r c e )  w h i c h  a l l o w s  the d e p a r t m e n t  to a d o p t  the c u r r e n t
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  C o d e  
has b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to the S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  I w o u l d  u r g e  
y o u  to c o n s i d e r  t h e  b i l l  so that t h e r e  is a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  for 
p a s s a g e  th i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

T h e  c o d e s  a r e  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  s t a n d a r d s  for e l e c t r i c a l  
safety. T h e y  a r e  u s e d  b y  e l e c t r i c a l  e n g i n e e r s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s ,
i n s p e c t o r s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  e l e c t r i c i a n s  f o r  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  th e y  n e e d  for the p r o p e r  a n d  s a f e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 
e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e .  T h e  c o d e s  a r e  u p d a t e d  e v e r y  t h r e e  y e a r s  to 
m a i n t a i n  c u r r e n c y  w i t h  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  to r e m o v e  e r r o r s  
u n c o v e r e d  in p r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n s .

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e s e  c o d e s  a r e  e m p h a s i s e d  b y  t h e  fact that most 
s t a t e s  a d o p t  the N a t i o n a l  Electrical. C o d e  a n d  I he N a t i o n a l
E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  C o d e  as the m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t h e  s a f e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  of e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  in t h o s e  s t a t e s  that h a v e  
not a d o p t e d  it as a s t a t e  s t a n dard, l o cal c o u n t i e s  and 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t h e  c o d e  for t h e i r  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s .

T h e  use o f  t h e s e  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  e n s u r e s  t h e  s a f e t y  of I lie 
p u b l i c  w h e r e  e l e c t r i c a l  p o w e r  is used. A d o p t i o n  of t h e  c o d e s  a l s o  
e l i m i n a t e s  c o n f u s i o n  a m o n g  d e s i g n e r s  a n d  i n s t a l l e r s  as th e y  p r o v i d e  
a c o m m o n  b a s i s  for d e s i g n  a n d  e s t i m a t i n g  costs. T h e  latest c o d e s  
h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  in the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s i n c e  1969.



/

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
P a g e  2

A p r i l  23, 1993

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of m y  r e q u e s t  to c o n s i d e r  the p a s s a g e  
of C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for H o u s e  Bill No. 101 (Labor a n d  
C o m m e r c e ) . If y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  
this l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  do  not h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m y  S p e c i a l  
A s s i s t a n t ,  A r b e  W i l l i a m s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r



W A L T E R  J .  H I C K E L ,  G O V E R N O R

l l & E I M H R T M K N T  O F  L A 1 K M K P.O BOX 211-19
JUNEAU, ALASKA 93002-11-19
PHONE: (907) -165-2700OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
PAX: (907) -165-270-1

J a n u a r y  14, 1994

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o b i n  T a y lor, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  30 
June a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T a y l o r :

T h a n k  y o u  for s c h e d u l i n g  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for H o u s e  Bill 
101 (Labor a n d  C o m m e r c e )  for a h e a r i n g .  SCS H B  1 0 1 (L&C) a l l o w s  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  to a d o p t  the c u r r e n t  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e  a n d  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  Code. As the bill w a s  n o t  a c t e d  on  last 
s e ssion, w e  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e q u e s t  a c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  to p r o v i d e  
for an i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  date.

T h a n k  y o u  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of m y  re q u e s t .  A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  a n d  
fi s c a l  n o t e  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  a r e  e n c l o s e d  for 
y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  If y o u  w o u l d  like a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  this l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o  not h e s i t a t e  t:o c o n t a c t  m y  
S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  A r b e  W i l l i a m s .

E n c l o s u r e s




