


Alaska State Legislature
SENATE  

Senator Dave Donley
P.O. Box v 

Stare Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

^■ MSQELSIA IEMEM I

Senate Resolution 2
Urging the Environmental Protection Agency 

to Suspend the Oxygenated Euels Program in Anchorage
T he pu rp o se  o f  th is  re so lu tio n  is to ask  the E n v iro n m e n ta l P ro tec tion  
A gency (E P A ) to su sp en d  the A n chorage  o x y g e n a te d  fu e ls  p rog ram  fo r 
1993-94 u n le ss  it is p ro v en  co m p le te ly  sa fe  an d  e ffe c tiv e .

EPA  began its  o x y -fu e l p rog ram  N o v em b er 1, and  su sp en d ed  the p ro g ram  
on M arch 1. M an y  A n ch o rag e  re s id en ts  c o m p la in e d  o f  h ea lth  p ro b lem s 
re la ted  to o x y -fu e ls  an d  nearly  18 ,000 re s id e n ts  s ig n ed  a p e titio n  u rg in g  
G o v ern o r W ally  H ickel to end the p rog ram .

T h is  re so lu tio n  d isc u sse s  a lte rn a tiv es  to the o x y g e n a te d  fu e ls  p rog ram  and 
a llow s fo r the  c o n tin u a n ce  o f the p rog ram  if  it w orks.
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Preliminary Evaluation of Potential Illness 
Due to Exposure to Oxygenated Fuels 

Anchorage, Alaska
ice Chandler, M.D., M.P.H. 
^John Middaugh, M.D. 
Section of Epidemiology 

December 23, 1992
Background

The Section o f Epidemiology collaborated with the National Center for Environmental Health 
(NCEH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in an investigation o f potential 
illness due to exposure o f oxygenated fuels in Fairbm ks, Alaska. Our findings were reported 
on December 11, 1992. On December 11, 1992 the oxygenated fuel program was suspended 
in Fairbanks but continued in Anchorage.

Because our initial health investigation was limited to Fairbanks, during the week of December 
14-18, the Section o f Epidemiology conducted a sim ilar study in Anchorage.

Methods

We selected three groups for study: taxi cab driven; at the Anchorage International A iiport, 
employees at the Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center, and employees at Providence 
Hospital. All persons were asked to complete a questionnaire similar to the one used in 
Fairbanks. All j>ersons were asked if  they experienced an increase in any o f the following health 
complaints after Novem ber 1, 1992: red, watery, irritated or itchy eyes; nausea or vomiting; 
burning sensation in the nose or mouth; cough: headache; dizziness; and spaciness or 
disorientation. W e also asked the amount o f time spent traveling by motor vehicle in 
Anchorage, whether there was an increase in several symptoms o f  acute viral infection (diarrhea 
or loose stools; fever; sweats or chills; and muscle aches), and age and sex.

Taxi cab drivers w ere interviewed on December 18 at the Anchorage International A iiport as 
they waited for fares. Employees of the Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center were 
interviewed on D ecem ber 16 at the clinic. Employees o f Providence Hospital completed 
questionnaires during their lunch break on December 17, and an epidemiologist reviewed 
questionnaires to ensure that all fields were completed.
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We defined a possible oxyfuel-related case as a person who reported that after November i, 
1992 (the date that all gas stations in Anchorage were required to use oxyfuel) they experienced:

1. An increase in headaches; or
2. An increase in two or more o f the following complaints:

• nausea or vomiting
• burning sensation in the nose or mouth
• cough
• dizziness
8 spaciness or disorientation 
8 eye irritation

An individual who had any one (or more) of the following symptoms at any time was considered 
to possibly have an acute infection and therefore was not counted as a case:

• diarrhea or loose stools 
8 fever
8 sweats or chiils 
8 muscle aches

If an indi/idual. could not recall when their symptoms began, we included them as a case. If 
they met Loned onset as possibly at any time in October or earlier, they were excluded as a case.

Results

The number of persons interviewed is shown in Table 1. Only one person refused to participate. 
The proportion o f persons interviewed who met the case definition was highest in taxi cab 
drivers (48%) compared to health care employees (25%, 27%). The proportions o f health care 
employees who met the case definition in Anchorage (26%) was almost identical to the 
proportion in Fairbanks (29%), while the proportion of taxi cab drivers in Anchorage (48%) was 
higher than taxi cab drivers in Fairbanks (33%).

Table 1. Persons interviewer! and number o f cases - Anchorage

Number interviewed Number of cases (%)

Taxi drivers 25 12 (46)
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center employees 29 7 (25)
Providence Hospital employees 108 29 (27)

The symptoms o f persons meeting the case definition are shown in Table 2. Headache was the 
most common complaint and was generally o f short duration (less than 1 hour, or between 1 and 
24 hours).
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Table 2. Symptoms of cases of possible oxvt'uel-associated illness - Anchorage

Taxi drivers 
(n= 12)

Anchorage Neighborhood Health 
Center employees 

(n=7)

Providence Hospital 
employees 

(o=29)

Headache 11 6 25
Cough 4 2 11
Nose or throat bumintr 5 2 11
Eye irritation 8 7 11
Nausea or vomiting 5 1 8
Dizziness 4 2 5
Spaciness 4 0 3

A higher proportion of cases in Anchorage reported headache, nose or throat burning, eye 
irritation, and nausea or vomiting. (Table 3)

Table 3. Comparison of Symptoms in Cases

Symptoms Fairbanks (N = 45) 
N %

Anchorage (N = 48) 
N %

Headache 34 '76) 42 (88)
Cough 18 (40) 17 (35)
Nose or throat burning 13 (29) 18 (38)
Eye irritation 13 (29) 21 (44)
Nausea or vomiting 5 (11) 14 (29)
Spaciness 6 (13) 7 (15)

We examined the proportion of people who met the case definition who reported having 
symptoms while traveling in a motor vehicle or adding gasoline to a motor vehicle (Table 4)). 
Anchorage cases reported more symptoms while traveling than while fueling, a finding similar 
to cases in Fairbanks.

Table 4. Number of cases who reported symptoms while traveling in or adding fuel to a motor 
vehicle - Anchorage

Number 
of cases

Symptoms 
while traveling

Symptoms 
while fueling

Taxi drivers 12 12 9
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center employees 7 5 3
Providence Hospital employees 29 22 16

Discussion

The results o f this study in Anchorage are very' similar to the results o f our earlier study in 
Fairbanks. The proportion o f health care workers in Anchorage who met our case definition
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was almost identical to the proportion in Fairbanks. A higher proportion of taxi cab drivers in 
Anchorage met the case definition than in Fairbanks. In both cities, taxi cab drivers had a 
higher proportion o f cases than health care employees.

Because the University of Alaska Anchorage does not have students living in dormitories on a 
campus as isolated as in Fairbanks, we did not attempt to interview University students in 
Anchorage. We could not identify a readily accessible group in Anchorage to use as controls.

The epidemiologists who administered the quest, nnaires judged that most persons who 
participated were sincere, concerned, and appeared to be providing honest informatiun about 
their symptoms. Several Anchorage taxi cab drivers mentioned several peripheral issues that 
might have biased their reporting o f symptoms including:

* "oxyfuels cost more"
* "mv car is not running good"
* "my gas mileage is down"
■ "the airport is charging us more so my profits are down"

As in Fairbanks, symptoms of illness were acute, mild, of short duration, and consisted 
primarily of headache, eye and throat irritation, and cough. Many persons related their
symptoms to exposure either in o r while fueling a motor vehicle. No persons were identified
who had experienced severe symptoms.

There are many limitations to this investigation. The investigation was initiated with only 
modest goals--to try to determine if symptoms were occurring, if symptoms occurred in a 
consistent pattern, and if symptoms could be related to exposure to oxyfuel. No definitive result 
could be expected from our study.

We were especially interested to compare results in Anchorage with results from our earlier 
survey in Fairbanks. Compared to the widespread media coverage and public opposition to the 
oxyfuel program in Fairbanks, little organized protest or publicity occurred in Anchorage. Until 
this survey, we had only anecdotal information that Anchorage individuals were experiencing 
illness possibly due to exposure to oxyfuels.

Complaints o f illness in Fairbanks occurred before typically arctic temj. natures descended. The 
occurrence of symptoms in Anchorage is consistent with those in Fairbanks and is not able to 
be ascribed solely to the formidable arctic climatologic winter conditions usually seen in 
Fairbanks.

By necessity, our findings must be considered preliminary, requiring substantial additional 
investigation. Our limited study does not provide definitive evidence that symptoms are due to 
the oxyfuel program. Nevertheless, we believe that the findings o f our investigation lend 
support to reports that both Anchorage and Fairbanks residents are experiencing illness 
associated with exposure to oxygenated fuel or motor vehicle exhaust. If  we extrapolate from
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the observed attack rate to the general population o f Anchorage, then as many as 24,897
Anchorage residents may be experiencing symptoms due to exposure to oxyfueis.

Symptoms appear to be consistent with those reported elsewhere and are more prevalent among 
those more heavily exposed compared to a control group. Symptoms are mostly acute, mild, 
and of short duration. No serious illness is known to have occurred due to exposure.

Definitive studies to strengthen the evidence o f the relationship between the oxyfuel program and 
illness will require substantial effort and time.

Recommendations

We believe that the balance between expected health benefits from continuation of the current 
oxyfuel program compared to the very real possibility that illness is being caused by the program 
needs careful consideration.

No illness can be anticipated to occur from exposure to carbon monoxide in ambient air at the 
levels and frequency that have occurred in the past or could be expected to occur in Anchorage 
and Fairbanks, if the program were to be suspended.

We recommend that the oxyfuel program in Anchorage be suspended. Additional studies should 
be undertaken to provide definitive scientific information upon which to base decisions about use 
o f oxyfuels in the future.
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N E W S  R E L E A S E
Alaska Department o f  Environmental Conservation  
410 W illoughby Ave. Juneau, Alaska 99801-1795  
Phone: (907) 465-5060 Fax: 465-5097

February 8, 1993 Contact: Joe Ferguson

MT3E USE TO EE CONCLUDED MARCH 1 ON SCHEDULE

Juneau... Scientists and officials from State, federal, and Anchorage 
agencies conferred today to review scientific studies regarding 
possible negative health effects from the use of MTBE in Alaska. 
Officials agreed to. conclude MTBE use in Anchorage on March 1. as 
scheduled. A decision whether to resume its use next fall will be made 
after studies are completed.

MTBE is a "fuel oxygenate" mixed with gasoline to help reduce carbon 
monoxide in car exhausts.

MTBE was earlier removed from the gasoline supplies in Fairbanks after 
State and federal officials concluded that further cold climate studies 
should be conducted before use in Fairbanks unique climate. The 
group of officials and scientists meeting today agreed that MTBE 
should be resumed in Anchorage or Fairbanks only after further studies 
show that continuing to require the MTBE will have a net positive 
health effect.

Studies including blood sampling and measurements of ambient indoor and 
outdoor air have been done in Fairbanks in a joint project by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Alaska Department of 
Health and Social Services, the Alaska Department of Labor and the 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation. These studies are 
continuing, and full and complete data and correlation results of 
original measurements are not yet finished.

At this point, results are not sufficient to conclude that there are 
ill health effects from the use of MTBE, but the substance was 
traceable in blood samples taken during the recent studies. Further 
work is needed to determine whether any negative health effects result 
from chronic exposure to MTBE. Scientists said that finding the 
substance in blood samples does not necessarily mean that it causes 
health problems. Trace amounts of chemicals from the environment are 
commonly found in blood and tissue samples.

For further information, contact: Len Verrelli, DEC Juneau, 907-465-
5128.
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Contact: Bab Jacobson
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(800) 424-4372...toll-free 

from within Alaska 
or •

: (206) 333?1203..direct lira
! _ (206). 283-3916..home phone

December 11, iyya

FOR IKM5PIATE RELEASE
The. Environmental Protection Agency hae received 

notification or Governor. Hick* 1 »s intention to suspend, 

temporarily the requirement for tho use of oxygenated fuels in 

Fairbanks. EPA understands Ins reasons that oauced the Governor 

to take ouch action. EPA remains convinced tbat tac oxygenated 

facia program is an effective way to reduce carton nonoxida and 

I bar tbc added advantage, of wdacing atbar qasolino additives that

i are potentially harmful.

ttovevecy the concur ms of the citisenc of Fair banka have been •
I and amrt conti nne to bo i*b*n serioucly. hi’A vill conduct

additional stndlfts of oxygenated fuels in arctic conditions. In 
,tbe ncantima, SPA and Lbs Alaska Department of EnvirnrmentA 1 
conservation will vrark together to continue the prcgr^o toward 
attainment of tho carbon monoxide otandnrd.

EPA supports tbs Govorncr'c dccioion to retain the 
oxygenated funis program in Ancborago, since geography and 
climate are jrjem like other cuccenaful programs in the lower 48 
states.
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Researcher to speak 
on oxyfuel issue

The nationally acclaim ed uni­
versity researcher who invented an 
instrum ent to m easure  carbon 
monoxide emissions from moving 
vehicles will speak about the pros 
and cons of oxyfuel during a. free 
public lecture at 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the borough’s Noel Wien Library.

The talk  is sponsored by the 
Geophysical Institute of the Uni­
versity of Alaska Fairoanks.

University of Denver Professor 
Donald Stedman gained national 
attention when he proved that a 
one-second test conducted with a 
simple infrared beam could iden­
tify cars that produce too much car­
bon monoxide, tne suffocating gas 
that reaches peak levels during 
cold weather. •

Stedman’s rem ote automobile 
measuring device was set up and 
tested in a busy intersection ip^Prp-. 
vo, Utah. The device shot an  ip - . 
frared beam at about 10,000 moving, 
vehicles to find out which were 
emitting gross amounts of carbon 
monoxide. Those em itting  high 
amounts of carlxm monoxide, were - 
brought into service stations for 
tune-ups. Initial, research indicates 
air in Provo was cleaner a  month 
later. ;,t.: -  o «,«•. \rjt

Researchers have showq.fliati 
only about 10 percent of th re a ts  in 
a given area put out more thaij 50‘, 
percent of the [dilution. If the.ma-t; 

jor polluters are forced to clean up,; 
blanket requirements that, affect 
all drivers in an area may not be, 
necessary, some researchers say,..

Last November, the Environ­
m ental P ro tec tion  Agency re­
quired gas stations in Fairbanks 
and 39 other metropolitan areas 
nationwide to sell gasoline with 
added oxygen. The Fairbanks ox­
ygenated fuel prograin lasted less 
than  two m on ths. O pponents 
argued the fuel, which added 14 
cents to a gallon of gas, made them 
physically ill, caused mechanical 
problems, and drastically reduced 
gas mileage. •.. i •. i --

No research  was available to 
show how oxyfuel performed at 
tem peratures below 20 degrees, 
according to Geophysical Institute 
Assistant Professor Richard Ben­
ner. Benner and research assistant 
Dave Veasey are  currently con­
ducting a variety of tests to find out 
the best means of reducing carbon 
monoxide emissions in the Fair­
banks North Star B o r o u g h ! v  ■ 
? varbon monoxide emissions in 
the borough'have exceeded a ir  
quality standards this whiter and 
Indications are EPA wiU nrobably 
require oxyfuel to be so ld i] Fair­
banks again next winter" unless 
suitable alternatives to, reducing 
carbon monoxide emissions are 
found, Benner said. ~

EPA tested Stedman’s de­
vice in Fairbanks earlier this win- 

^o results have been released
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Oxy-fuel, cold weather
iJ/MICHAEL O'CALLA'SriAN
There e r r th re e ;:ro n R  

reasc iil most A laskans np- 
p e n  the u ie o f lu i l c x y j t n - 
s t .d  w ith  MTEE.

1) It causes health prob­
lems v/lth i  substantial par- 
ll ja  'A people who breathe 
lit fua-.tj — 30 percent cl 
: : : »  ir. Anchorage. arrsrd- 
it.a ;b» stat* cpld-.-.
(,J>. Jr. ,:onn rtlAiausr..
1.3: recant study. 2) Os.v/*>*l 
cuuaei mechanical pr-icii.tia 
Ik many Alaska Vibiclts and 
nduete miles par ration lor 
drt*8n. 3) MTBE costa lour 
lim n u  much hire u  In the 
Lower it.
Wh»t w ou ld any co u n try 

th ink. 11 an enemy placed ■ 
p o lic n  in tha A ir th a t cou ied 
30 percent o f I t i po p u la t io n 
tr. become II) end lom ehow  
w e i ab le to ta k e m oney 
from  the people w h ile  ao lng 
i t ' A t a m in im um , the eouc- 
try  w ou ld cons ider i t : an act
ol war.

HEALTH
A pr rtou i health ii one ol 

hit most precious aseeti. 
There la no doubi oxy-Iuela 
diminish Alaskans* health.

C itM P fiS S
Or. Mlddauiti alio coordi­
nated with tha federal Can- 
tan  lor Cliaaie Control and 
National Center far Environ­
mental Health to iludy 
1::-. :h eflecta ol oxy-fUas in 
fa .n a o k i  They lound 30 
per-cnt ol those *Tth mudar- 
k.b to heavy i.tpaiure to 
MT3G autociotilB sxhaujt 
sullered health problem:. 
Oxy-lual Is a tick Idea, and 
It causa Ulna*.

Tha ad d itiv e  MTBE 
cameo, nauaea. voeiltlni and 
shortness ol bream, when 
emitted (rom in  internal 
combustion engine It forms 
many by-product*. Frw bava 
bean identic cd — at tbv. onsa 
that have, little It known 
about their toxic or carcino­
genic (cancer-ceualug) tblli-
tie:. Ths most ll lenotrn
about aJdehyda, the most 
common known a* loim alde­
hyde. T han are many types 
ol formaldehyde. They ceuia 
cancer, coughs, phlegm. aath- 
ma, chronic bronchitis and 
ch u t colds.

Another known by-prod­

uct Is acetaldabyde. it Is also 
a poison, suspected cancer 
causer and known Irritant to 
hunsni. Wa are guinea pits.

Scientists have found that 
•etitaldehyde l u u  (or about 
12 hours, formaldehyde, lour 
hours at 74 degrees Fahren­
heit. They dtterlorate be 
ciuse of tunllfh t and ibove- 
frw-tmg •.atnperitursj. It il 
known that' thetr illailme is 
is.'anded w ith  cold and 
n irk u ee i. r .n /L a  ciusLog
Uum .0 leit two or ItUW
times longer.

When Denver Introduced t 
percent oxy-fuel fouri li 13 
percent) th e ir  aldehydes 
Jumped 36 percent, and they 
exceeded National Institute 
of Safety and Health safetj- 
Itvsla several tlm a . Anchor 
age doesn't teat for aide- 
hydas. Feel u la !

Tha cold-atatt phenome­
non account* for the built ol
A n c b o rs |t 'i  a ir pollution 
(CO) problem. Oxy-fuel U 
tuppoaad to reduce CO emli- 
Jtom. In a Denver co ld-tun
study comparing oxy• ad 
uon-cxy-fuela th an  « u  a 
one-third Increas: In CO.

Maanwblla, Anchorage 
end Mat-Su people suffer di­
minished health because of 
MTdE gusotlca.

Office of llic G overnor
Ancliornno. A laska



' * ‘ Hr

• ' —• - i  ■.**[,,,* T “»— * , J 1 */- \
r'^v aw ir,*/ i ■ 1 *( I J ■ " A,"- **• - J <•» ‘

, 1 , ^

i/V Jr.j;-

*v'

SteVei is s e e k s  fuel e x e m p tio n
By^AVJD WHITNEY

reporter *
• '^ M ’SHTNGTON -  U;S. 
Sert-jfT^d^Stevm s  said he 

?ek legislation ex-

El A WINTER HEADACHE!
C o nsum ers in M ontana, Coloradc 
and.. New Je r s e y  a re  a lso  /com ­
plain ing about oxy-fuel. 13-3

sta te  from hav- ■. 7 7 7 :  7!------— 7—• ;U .' \  *4. I n f y " .  fi',*/. i'«
i ^ j ^ i u s ^ o x y g e n a t e d  g aso -i~ w e r e / a m o n g  39 ru r h a h  a re a s l 

th e  C e n t e r s  f o r - . . n a t i o n a l l y  t h a t - w e r e  re -  
q u i r e d .  to  u s e .' o x y g e n a t e dControl told Cori- 

. 'dnesday  th a t  a ' gasoline u nder11990 amend- 
- s tu d y  found the pollution- m enfs ttf 'tf ie  C lean’M r  Act/ 
A ^Y 6 I“  additive  '"'MTBE ’ i n— — —— n—«*■ ~SP#: 
the blood of F airbanks driv­
ers. rfC. iw.-'K)?

"program tools" effect

.The additive  .m ethyl ter- iX a ir b a n k s  " re s id e n ts  ' had- 
tia ry  butyl ether is in tendeds/com pla ined  "of-health  prob=" 
to cu t ca rb o n  m onox ide  d ie m s 'in c lu d in g . '- v o m it in g , '1 
emissions from cars in  cities "  j
where pollution 
ing the w in ter exceed 
al standards. ■-.: huplaihtsV .. G ovd  W ally.i'Hickel J

A lthough pollution levels..-.Suspended’, •the. -.program 'viir I 
are excessive in -F a irb an k s  v -Fairbanks; but-gasohlna!cdm , 
and Anchorage o n ly /a  few .. 1
days a year, the  two cities SV&SfcBTeaso see Page:EJ-3JGAS

v- ' w. ' - i / - v-  s “t1  ̂**»• *\ ~ £

GAS: Senator wants
. •■' t i  '  1 ...........additive out

U Jn f  f e u S  . -  -  -;T n“ — : . . _ 7 "  levels. As a pollution-controi
Continued from Page E M ^ J additive, how ever;’i f  r£pre

i i

itaining M T B E tcontinued' tô .sents, 15 percent3>f'.each'gal 
be' sold./in// the ' Aricho'rage‘V Ion of gasoline,/many time; 
'area’uiitiTMarch"1.7,/]“ £.,. ,t ./higher ..than itsj; concentra 
! CDC Director, William L..' tions when used/as an octant 
Roper Wd.jaTSehate'Appro- booster.- v - f It:- 
priations’ Oominittee "panel . After ̂ Wednesday’s .hear- 
.Wednesday. that its. testsZ/bii. "ing,’ /tbe nation’s leading 
•18 Fairbanks''drivers.arid.au- ' manufacturer off.MTBE,. Ar- 
Itomotlve,/workers foiihd cq= .Chemical..Americas;.Co.. 
minute simountsrof the chem-said if.believes ̂the additive 
!ical .present"ln'-'their bloo'd’.- ;s safe but/that the industry 
! • ftbper/§4H./the,.study,Vrê . i&vworking.,-with^the CDC 
suits' “suggest '"a possible re^. and the EnyirpnmtutaF.Fro- 
'lationship”,/between .the. /ad- /. Section Agencyipn^dditipnal 
ditlye’-!,4iftff studies'- ihat<iij}ioj^’..cî :be
‘pomplain'fs but “we strongly completed this sumjner^..

' S t e . V e n s ^ f e ^ a s k a . ^ a i ^  'th e ’ C o lo ia d o  D e p a r t -
bie d o e s n 't / w a n t  t d  w a i t  t h a t  " / ih e n t  o f  H e a l t h  s a y in g  th a t  
lo n g . ’ o f! MTBE g a s o lin e - .th e re
| ■ “I”' in t e n d  ' t o „ ih t r o d u c e  ajw im the  199)-92J w in tg r^  se a so n

t e H & a & g s  ................................................'oxygenated fuelshjn : A laskavv p e r c e n t . . r  
!until; .thfiy./are/nroven safe, , ĵ .' Ib e  state,-J?egMiKusipg the 
Stevens sai’d. •• oxygenated ^g^p.line-u>^l987
p- MTBE' has been used for and reported receiving 'only
Lears-.3S-a.$ubrt.itbteJprJead ajiandfu l/dof-healtbTrelated
to improve gasoline octane complain^. ' "•/■'’! f  ,|-

’i - ' '*■ -
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a liealth risk, Roper told the Labor, 
Health and Human Services Sub­
committee of the Senate Approp­
riations Committee. He recom- 
mended further study of the issue. 
.-.Last Decem ber, Gov. W alter 
Hfckul halted the use of M T3E^ 
enhanced gasoline in Fairbanks af-̂ .v 
ter more than '200 residents, com-. 
plained o i  .various symptoms, in-/ 
eluding headaches, dizziness ;and ■ 
nausea:r MTBE, which. s tan d sfo r ■ 
methyl terliacy butyl e th e rfr,uV:.T 
creases the oxy gen content of gaso- * 
line. This “oxygenated .fuel” helps; 
toreduce automotive pollution. .

JJbirj;y^hinecAmericaA...cities,.. 
must use oxygenated; fuels dunng 
thew intem nontte^ 
monoxide’emissions.

By STACEY JOYCE -i
States News Service 1. amoJa-.lsMw/ 

W ASHINGTON^Gpyernment . 
scientists have fbtmd t a c e ib f 'a , :  
controversial chemical In tneblopd 
of Fairbanks T esf^hts./hat/arep /tJ 
sure if "it- cSusedJ§r(ash 'o g ^ o r
health problems irTY

ControJ'mdfF^entihn’ra^^OT-^
al la w m a k & h r^ e s ra Y ^ r  there : 
could be dYposhibte. r e 5 ^ M d p " /;  
between e x p p sh re Y ^ g ^ so h tie  
additive blown
p la in ts ' aho trf 'h e

n M S c . i i * a g ^ # c ^
however, tochd raci^n reT |raE  j js }

  .
, . . .  OV 1“’-'

.. .
ixitjfevaia. -. 

Oe.oiamulcU 
n—&T -  _... «MlOr:!Ki".»wtle5-

(,r , j  :4
Republican Sen. Ted Stevens: 

contends that Alaska should not;’ 
have to use oxygenated fuels, b e d  
cause the state only violates nation-.j 
al air quality standards a few day3 •/ 
each year. Stevens pledged to intro-? 
duce legislation that would prohibit* 
the use of oxygenated fuels in AJaSm 
ka until they are proven to b e sa fe b ' 

<The fuel program also prqypked^ 
public outcry in F a i rb a i^  becpuSe^.. 
^;&osfed;the.;c(»t oF g a s o t m ^ ;  
cents. Vy/.iV

-*• .**« ■ s. 
-»* V. tl

Fairbanks)! It was hard sepa-'; 
j:Ate.out.people-’s emotional -.and., 
-health reactions,’;-s/aid Richard! 
':3ViIs.onLdif'ectoLbf' the.Envirom ; 

See OXYFUEL on Back Pago •IWCJUCUt1 Mf.rJitJ/-

‘ ‘K, ■ ■ 
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An additive.-- .mixed* into ^/Jersey./ * ; ; n ; n .a i^ r io jT h e : 1990 federal Clean A ir be a  lo,yrrlevel qaticet-cadsing 
gasoline th is past w in te r is /0 /V T*«ave .seen, customers' Act, required- additives such .;:agent ; o,ver; Jo n g -e x p o su re .
giving consumers headaches /gagging and tu rn ing  aw ay” as MTBE. in fg aso lin es  dis-. Though ..studie^'spfas*show ; 
and m aking them  nauseous, r "at ^gfisoline. /s ta t io n s  in  itribu ted  in  39 Urban areas o f slittle  likplfbopsl/of/th is^ .ac- 
some public-interest groups S o u th ern  C a lifq rn ia , com- :the U nited  S tates beginning, qqrding 1to..-fhe(q;E-EA,/-.the 
and environm entalists say. /m uter-Paul Christensen said  - N o v .. I n  1992. .t  . ,/pgency still is; studying-the;

So far there  is no scientift F riday . .. ,d:l>i2' -iG' .nbmOS.uch add itives, know n ,as . m atter..A n- EJ?|A.ispokesman
:c basis for the fear, says: the ’ The EPA and producers of oxygenates, a lte r  the com- said the  Clean A ir Act does!
E nv ironm en ta l P ro te c tio n  MTBE sa y  a decade’s, experi-7. hustion.pf/ga^oline to reduce^. not s d  eci fv , whi ch oxygen a te
Agency ahcf. Arco .Chemical , ;^ c e .* y ^ b :. th '0 *additiy£ h#sJ * ^m btojpfppfte/s/Iei^ission o f S  
Co., the w orld 's largest m ak- shown no such harm ful ef- carbon", m onoxide . "W in ter « gasoline. C ^  
er of the substance. The EPA  _ fepts, A nd them ew  research, .w ea th er,-W ith  its  tem pera- Concern" -. • • -
had required the ad d itiv ^ ’.................................................... ......... - t ,  -«- -------

Even so, 'in  response /
consum er com pla in ts , p  ...   ^___    ^ _______________
ducers of the additive and V'^yfpU s (RUtgemf-test  ̂pro- '^nionoxide,'./which can -h a rm ‘ '-'Centers Yort Disease ̂ Control; 
■he Am erican'Petroleum 'Afe- / gram . i s '.w e ll 'u n d e r  way’,',,''-.pe16ple,. ^ p a rtic u la r ly  those  and P revention. YAfof?early/
sociailon jo in e  i U^e E P A //s a iy o W i l l i a m W h i t n e y ,  Y v ith  existing’.respiratory .ail-, •.■iC D C :report -fqjiiidatraceS.of 
last m o n th / to ' f ih a h c e t 'a*”b )isinels ...m ana^ert f o r ' 'o ^ - '{/rhi^nts..7i! o.dl ^r/M TBEun th eb jb a d 'b f? ^ y p i? ;
rtudy by Rutgers U niversity. ‘Vgeriated.' fuels a t Philadel- Y Y T he-tw o “add itives avail- i a liF a irb a n k s  residents jOftoH* 
if com m uter exposure! • 'J/.‘ pfri£based  .. Arco. Chemical. ab.I.e — MTBE and ethanol, a

Consumer ' com plaints T^he btudy.,.w ill ;.be finished -jjra in  alcohol /usually  m ade
nausea and headaches f ro n i '.b y 'A u g u s t ,  W hitney said, from  corn  — could have
•asoline containing 15 joer- “ So {his should be under- th e ir  own adverse health  ef-
’Pnf mofVitrl for4nnr Viirfvl’* *'  l  SnvirOniTlGntcll*^

Richard D.IW ilson, -tlirec-!’ 
. . to r to f  th e .E P A s /  office--of; 

mobile air-polfution"sources •

iave surfaced m ore recently th is health! issue before is

r-r-., t- j.-. .consum ers . w orry , j 'p ? j“Jp.e«ple'..'y/^fllam egany^; 
Dii’f i n g 1 co m b u s tio n , b o th  thing new T!or'anything. Ihaf- 
c reate form aldehyde. happens to th e ir /c a rs .” ',; 1-!, -.* J/t. .1*




