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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SJR 48: A Resolution relating to welfare reform.

SJR 48 asks the federal government to address the continuing 
problems that plague the current welfare system. The growing 
number of people dependent on welfare and the costs associated with 
these increases have been a strain on the economic health of 
Alaska. In a country as rich as ours, we are allowing too many 
low income Americans to become trapped by the bondage of welfare.

Welfare programs such as Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 
Food Stamps, and Medicaid have failed in their intent to provide 
the means for recipients to become self-supporting, strengthen 
family life, and strive for personal independence.

State sponsored welfare is a noble humanitarian effort. Yet in its 
present form, the administered cures are destroying the social 
morals of our country. Families are torn apart, children are 
denied a loving home, and dependency on a government check is 
substituted for a hard days work.

The federal government unnecessarily inhibits the progress of state 
welfare reform programs with a time consuming and expensive waiver 
process. This resolution asks the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to allow Alaska and other states to experiment with 
reforms which are more effective than federally mandated changes. 
A new approach must be taken at the state level to correct current 
deficiencies. Alaska should be allowed to make necessary changes 
to welfare without waiting for permission from the federal 
government.

These proposed reform programs have succeeded in other states, and 
are designed to promote personal independence without the need for 
further welfare assistance. Alaska needs freedom to create an 
assistance program that will encourage employment. Employment and 
self-sufficiency are the keys to solving our welfare problems. 
Each individual should ultimately be responsible for their own 
well-being. The government has a duty to promote independence, not 
dependence.

Private foundations and organizations are more efficient and 
compassionate in dealing with many of societies problems, welfare 
is one of them. Government should not be in the welfare 
business--people should. It is time we moved toward this goal.
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to expand state  flexib ility  in the operation of A FD C  program s, A la ska  w ill be better 
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