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l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
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March 7, 1994

Senator Steve Rieger 
Chairman HESS Committee 
State Capitol, Rm. 516 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau AK 99801 

Dear Senator Reiger,

On behalf of the Alaska State Medical Association, I would l.’tt 
offer my strong support for SB 298, an Act relating to licer-\"- 
by the State Medical Board. This is a good bill that can be rg-’v 
even better. As you may be aware, the requirement that apclicTr-'" 
for medical licensure within the state of Alaska have face to f.-:*' 
interviews with beard members has been a difficult and evpe-v- 
proposition particularly for physicians tn Southeast Alaska and 
bush. Allowing designated representatives to condur: 
interviews will be of some help.

I must say that after canvassing over 30 physicians ir thi* e-̂ ."ro 
I hove yet to find anyone that has found the interview t. ;- t- 
sigmficant or worthwhile. I have talked with several peoul* 
have found the interview to take less than two minutes, ny .-.••• 
experience included. In this day of electronic data banks n.-d 
machines. I believe the value of personal interviews is detr-.f c'.'-

On behalf of the State Medical Association, I would respectful1/ 
request that your bill be further amended under Sec. 1, Lir.e r. ro 
have the word "Shall" changed to "May". This would allow -h 
board to continue to fully obtain and review documentation on s i ’ 
applicants, and allow them to interview any applicanc thg. 
wished when they felt further personal information was a * si r a h  I

It would also allow them to avoid completely unnecessary intsrv-v- 
and allow them to devote their time, and interests to invest iv= 
and disciplinary duties as necessary. Eliminating m a r t : r/ 
personal interviews is not a radical concept. Fewer than hc'if rh* 
states currently require board interviews.
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Senator Steve Rieger 
Page 2

I recently testified before the House HESS Committee jr. 
the companion bill to S8 293. I was able to :on-. A:, 
committee of the importance of the language change. I wyj 
that you would likewise amend the Senate version.

If you have any questions regarding SB 298 or the position 
State Medical Association, do v*t hesitate to contact me 
be happy to be of assistance.

S i n c e r e l y .

Chairman, Legislative Affairs Committee 
President, Alaska State Medical Association

DRL jtil
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR RIEGER

TO: SB 298

Page I, lines 5 - 6:

Delete "the board ’s designated representative"
Insert "hv a licensed physician designated for that purpose by the boar J"



OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR RIEGER

TO: SB 298

Page 1, line 1, after "Board":
Insert "and temporary permits for certain optometrists"

Page 2, after line 2:

Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 3. AS 08.72 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.172. PERMIT FOR L O C U M  TENENS PRACTICE, (a) A 

member of the board may issue a temporary permit to a nonresident optometrist for 

the purpose of assisting or substituting for an optometrist licensed under this chapter. 

The office employing an optometrist with a permit under this section must be an 

established practice, as detemiincd under regulations adopted by the board, and be 

owned by a licensed optometrist whose practice is full time.

(b) A permit issued under this section is valid for 60 consecutive days and 

may be renewed up to three times within a 12-month period if circumstances warrant. 

Permits issued under this section are not valid for more than 240 consecutive days of 

practice within a 12-month period.

(c) A person who applies for a permit under this section shall pay the required 

fee and furnish proof of

(1) meeting the requirements of AS 08.72.140: and

(2) holding a valid license to practice optometry issued by a state or 

territory of the United States or by a province or territory of Canada.

(d) Within 10 days after a permit has been issued under this section, the board 

member shall forward to the department a report of the issuance of the permit."

8-LSI661NA.2
Lautcrbach

2/16/94

A M E N D M E N T



PROPOSED:

Sec. 08.XX3CXX Tamporary permit for locum cenoas practice.’
(<a) A member of tihe bo&x*d or examiners j.r. Ooucmetrv may crant

t0 ar- 0Ptowetrist for the'purpose of assisting 
!o5“ n? ?r &nother optometrist; J.icensed ir. this state. 

Z3L““ 0**-ice emp_oyir.g a Locum Optometrist must be an established

A Locum Optomatrist aooivir.c und

i ' l l days after the oermit has been cx e . r" ’ Ar>, *-ha 
fSS5?n?rb!r vhali “°rward to the department a SepSrf Sf thiia&usnce of the permit. ‘

( d )  Permits and extensions of permits issued under- ^ <s sect'or 
JO an individual are not valid for more t.nan 2 40 "two'\hu-d-I£

months.C°n3CCUtiVe dayS dUring any «ns«c--^r?2'(tSeivS)

RATIONALE:

Alaska has a lo t  o f so lo p ra c t i t io n e rs  in  remote and semi-remote 
areas o f the S ta te . I f  the o ra c t i t io n e r becomes in ju re d , s e r io u s ly 
i l l  or must leave tem po ra rily , he p re s e n tly must c lose down h is 
c l in i c . This can b rin g a hardsh ip to  h is p a t ie n ts .

A lso , ou ts ide s p e c ia lis ts  in  subnormal v is io n , visua l, ther pv *rC. 
can be scheduled to a s s is t lo c a l doc to rs where s p e c ia lty care does
no t now e x is t .

I *>
The Locum Tenens s ta tu te  would a llow  a temporary pe rm it be issued 
to a nonres iden t op tom e tr is t fo r the purpose o f a s s is t in g  or 
s u b s t i tu t in g  fo r an op tom e tr is t lic en sed under th is  chap te r.

BACKUP FOR SECTION 3



§ OS.72.115 A laska Statutes § OS.72.150Sec. 08.72.115. M alpractice insurance. [Repealed. § 40 ch 117 SL A  1978.]
Sec. 08.72.120. Registration. [Repealed § 9 ch 50 S L A  1988.]
Sec. 08.72.125. Licensing of branch offices, (a) The board shall 

or.rv. branch office of an Alaskan licensee.\.oi A person may not practice, or attempt or offer to practice, op­
tometry without obtaining a license for each branch office from the 
board.
(c) The board shall prescribe in the regulations the factors to be 

considered in issuing a branch office license. (§ 2 ch 76 SLA 1969; am 
§ 9 ch 75 SLA 19S0; am § 12 ch 37 SLA 1986; am § 4 ch 50 SLA 19S8)

E ffect o f am en d m en ts . — The 1988 "without obtaining a license for each
amendment, effective May 26, 1988, sub- branch office" for "in communities on a
stituted "Licensing” for "Registration" in part-tim e basis without obtaining a 
the catcnline, rewrote subsection (a), branch office certificate of registration" in 
which read ' The  board shall issue a subsection(b) and "license" for "certificate
branch office certificate of registration to 0f registration" in subsection (c).
an A laskan licensee," and substituted

Sec. 08.72.130. Optometryr register. [Repealed, § 13 ch 37 S L A  1986.]
Sec. 08.72.140. Qualifications for examination. The board shall 

admit to the examination a person who furnishes proof that the person
(1) has a visual acuity of a standard of at lease 20/40 in at least one 

eye as corrected;
(2) is not afflicted with a contagious or infectious disease;
(3) has had education equivalent to four years attendance at a state 

high school;
(4) is a graduate of a recognized school or college of optometry. 

(§ 35-3-141 AC LA 1949; am § 1 ch 95 SLA 1966; am 3 —  5 ch 76 
SLA 1969; am §§ 10, 23 ch 75 SLA 1980)

Sec. 08.72.150. Application for examination and issuance of 
license. An applicant shall apply for the examination by filing an 
application with the department together with the examination fee at 
least 15 days before the examination. Upon successful completion of 
the examination by the applicant and payment of the license fee, the 
board shall issue a license to the successful applicant. The applicant 
may practice optometry in the state upon receipt of the license. 
(§ 35-3-141 ACLA 1949; am § 6 ch 76 SLA 1969; am § 5 ch 50 SLA 
19S8)

276

AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 4 0



L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  A g e n c y

130 S e w a r d  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  21S
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99801-2196

Phone: (907) 465-3991 
F-ax: (907) 463-3351

Alaska State Legislature

March 1. 1994

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representative Cynthia Toohey

Legislative Analyst'
FROM: Patricia Young

RE: Licensing Requirements for Medical Doctors
Research Request 94.159

You asked if other states require that physicians be interviewed by members of the state 
medical board as a condition of licensure. As you know, pursuant to AS 08.64.255, this is 
the case in Alaska.

According to information provided by the Federation of State Medical Boards of ‘.he United 
States (FSMB), 18 states require interviews of all license applicants. Interviews are required 
of some applicants in 21 states. Interviews are not required of applicants in S states or the 
District of Columbia. It is not clear what is required in 3 states. The pertinent table from 
the FSMB’s publication on licensing requirements, 1992-1993 Exchange, is attached. 
Relevant information provided by Leslie Haywood, executive secretary of the Alaska State 
Medical Board, is also attached.

As you will see from the final attachment. "Section V. Requirements for Full Licensure,” of 
FSMB’s Guide to the Essentials o f  a Modern M edical Practice Act, sixth edition, published 
in 1991, the federation supports personal appearances by applicants.

I hope this information is sufficient for your purposes. If you have questions, or need 
further information, please let us know.

Attachments
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procedure; L icensee schedules interview .
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fo r that purpose by the b o a rd '
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Option V 1 Propose re v is ion  o f  12 A A C  <0.t)S5 to inc lude  * o r a poss ib le  o ra l exon..'

lliiiltilSLUsLMt!iiial.yctii$u££-SlaUi(is:$

O ra l Bxa in  »ir i tissib lu  O ra l lix a n i

A labam a - O ra l exam  i f  not Am erican  Ix.nrd ce rtified  w i l l . in  ID year: 

C a lifo rn ia  - O ra l exam  C& w ritten cxa in  at board d iscre tion .

M a ine  - O ra l exam . (N o  further in fo rm ation  ava ilab le .)

Nevada - O ra l exurn o n ly  at Ixxaril request.

W iscons in  - O ra l E xam  cmlv at board request.
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S E C T I O N  V

REQUIREMENTS FOR FULL LICENSURE

The medical practice act should provide minimum requirements for full licensure lor the 
independent practice of medicine that bear a reasonable relationship to the qualifications 
and fitness necessary for such practice- These provisions of the act should implement or be 
consistent with the following Federation recommendations.

A . T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  the  B o a rd  a n d  a tte st to  th e  fo l lo w in g  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  d o c u m e n ta t io n  >>1 a m anne . 

r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  B o a rd :

1. h is  o r  h e r  f u l l  n am e  an d  a ll a lia se s  o r  o th e r  n a m e s  e v e r  u sed , c u r r e n t  a d d re s s , s o c ia l s e c u r ity  num ber, an 

d a te  a n d  p la c e  o f  b ir th ;

2. a re c e n t  s ig n e d  p h o to g ra p h , a set o f  F in g e rp r in ts  o f  th e  a p p lic a n t ,  a n d  a s a m p le  o f  h a n d w r it in g ;

3 . o r ig in a ls  o f  a l l  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  c re d e n t ia ls  r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  B o a rd ,  o r  n o ta r iz e d  p h o to c o p ie s  o r  ot e r 

v e r if ic a t io n  a c c e p ta b le  to  the  B o a r d  o f  su ch  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  c re d e n t ia ls ;

•1. a lis t  o f  a ll ju r is d ic t io n s ,  U n it e d S t a t e s  o r  fo re ig n , in  w h ic h  th e  a p p l ic a n t  is  l ic e n s e d  o r  has a p p lie d  lo r  lic e n su re  

to  p r a c t ic e  m e d ic in e  o r  is a u th o r iz e d  o r  has a p p l ie d  fo r  a u th o r iz a t io n  to p r a c t ic e  m e d ic in e ;

5. a l is t  o f  a l l  ju r is d ic t io n s ,  U n it e d  S ta te s  o r  fo re ig n ,  in  w h ic h  th e  a p p l ic a n t  h a s  b e e n  d e n ie d  licensure o r  

a u th o r iz a t io n  to  p ra c t ic e  m e d ic in e  o r  has v o lu n t a r i ly  s u r r e n d e r e d  a lic e n s e  o r  an  au tho rization  m  p ra c t ic e  

m e d ic in e ;  . .

6. a l is t  o f  a l l  s a n c t io n s , ju d g m e n ts ,  a w a rd s , s e t t le m e n ts ,  o r  c o n v ic t io n s  ag a in s t the  a p p l ic a n t  in  u n y ju r is d ic t io n .  

U n it e d  S ta te s  o r  fo re ig n , th a t w o u ld  c o n s t itu te  g r o u n d s  fo r  d is c ip l in a r y  a c t io n  u n d e r  th e  m e d ic a l p r a c t ic e  act 

o r  th e  B o a r d ’ s ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s ;

7. a d e ta i le d  e d u c a t io n a l h is to ry , in c lu d in g  p la ce s , in s t itu t io n s ,  d a te s , a n d  p r o g r a m  d e s c r ip t io n s ,  o f  all h is  o r 

h e r  e d u c a t io n  b e g in n in g  w ith  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l in g  a n d  in c lu d in g  a ll c o lle g e , p r e -p ro fe s s io n a l,  prolcssional, an 

p r o fe s s io n a l g ra d u a te  e d u c a t io n ;

8. a d e ta i le d  c h ro n o lo g ic a l l i f e  h is to ry , in c lu d in g  p la c e s  a n d  d a te s  o f  re s id e n ce , em ploym ent, a n d  m i ita ry  

se rv ic e  ( U n it e d  S ta te s  o r  fo re ig n ) ;

9. a n y  o th e r  in fo rm a t io n  o r  d o c u m e n ta t io n  th e  B o a r d  d e te rm in e s  is  n e ce ssa ry .

B . T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  p o sse ss  th e  d e g re e  o f  D o c t o r  o f  M e d ic in e  o r  O s te o p a th y  f ro m  a  m e d ic a l c o l le g e  o r  s c h o o l 

lo c a te d  in  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s , its  t e r r it o r ie s  o r  p o s se s s io n s , o r  C a n a d a  th a t w a s  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  B o a r d  o r  b y p r i v a t e  

n o n -p r o f it  a c c r e d it in g  b o d y  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  a t th e  t im e  th e  d e g re e  w as  c o n fe r r e d .  N o  p e rso n  w h o  g ra d u a te  

f ro m  a m e d ic a l s c h o o l tha t w as  n o t so  a p p ro v e d  at th e  t im e  o f  g r a d u a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  e x a m in e d  fo r  l ic e n s u re  o r  

lic e n s e d  in  th e  ju r is d ic t io n  b a se d  o n  c re d e n t ia ls  o r  d o c u m e n ta t io n  f ro m  th a t s c h o o l n o r  s h o u ld  s u ch  a p e rso n  

lic e n s e d  b y  e n d o rs e m e n t .

C .  T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  have  s a t is f a c to r i ly  c o m p le te d  a t le a s t tw e n ty - fo u r  (24) m o n th s  o f  p ro g re s s iv e  g ra d u a te  

m e d ic a l t r a in in g  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  B o a r d  o r  b y  a p r iv a te  n o n - p r o f it  a c c r e d it in g  b o d y  a p p ro v e d  by  th e  H oard  in  an  

in s t itu t io n  in  the  U n it e d  S ta te s , its  t e r r it o r ie s  o r  p o s se s s io n s , o r  C a n a d a  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  B o a r d  o r  b y  a p r iv a te  

n o n -p r o f it  a c c r e d it in g  b o d y  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  B o a rd .

D . T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  have  p a sse d  m e d ic a l l ic e n s in g  e x a m in a t io n ( s )  s a t is fa c to ry  to  th e  B o a rd .

E . T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  have  d e m o n s t ra te d  a f a m il ia r  it y  w ith  the  s ta tu te s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  o f  th e  j u r is d ic t io n  re la t in g  

to  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  m e d ic in e  a n d  th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  use  o f  c o n t r o l le d  o r  d a n g e ro u s  su b s ta n c e s .

F .  T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  be  p h y s ic a lly ,  m e n ta lly , a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l ly  c a p a b le  o f  p r a c t ic in g  m e d ic in e  in  a m a n n e r  

a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  B o a rd  an d  s h o u ld  be  r e q u ir e d  to  s u b m it  to  a p h y s ic a l,  m en ta l, o r  p r o fe s s io n a l c o m p e te n c y  

e x a m in a t io n  o r  a d r u g  d e p e n d e n c y  e v a lu a t io n  i f  d e e m e d  n e ce s sa ry  b y  th e  B o a rd .

G .  T h e  a p p l ic a n t  s h o u ld  n o t h ave  b e e n  fo u n d  g u ilt y  b y  a  c o m p e te n t  a u th o r ity , U n i t e d  S ta te s  o r  f o r e ig n .  ° f  

c o n d u c t  th a t w o u ld  c o n s t itu te  g ro u n d s  fo r  d is c ip l in a r y  a c t io n  u n d e r  th e  re g u la t io n s  o f  th e  B o a r d  o r  th e  a c t. e 

B o a rd  s h o u ld  be  a u th o r iz e d ,  a t its  d is c r e t io n ,  to  m o d if y  th is  r e s t r ic t io n  fo r  cau se , b u t it  s h o u ld  b e  directed to  use
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H. T he applican t shou ld  m ake a personal a p p e a ran c e  before the B oard  or a rep resen ta tive  th e reo f for interview, 
exam ination, or review  o f credentials. A t the d iscre tion  o f the B oard , the app lican t should  be req u ired  to  p resen t 
his o r her original m edical education  cred en tia ls  for inspection  at the tim e o f persona! appearance .

I. T h e  app lican t shou ld  be held responsible fo r verifying to the sa tisfac tion  o f the B oard  the validity o f all c reden tia ls  
req u ired  for his o r h e r  m edical licensure. T h e  B oard  should  review  and  verify m edical c reden tia ls  an d  sc reen  
app lican t records th rough  recognized national physician in fo rm ation  services (eg, the B oard A ction D ata  B ank of 
the F edera tion  of S ta te  M edical B oards, th e  files o f the A m erican  M edicrn A ssociation  an d  the A m erican  
O steopath ic  A ssociation , and o ther national d a ta  banks and in fo rm ation  resou rces).

s u c h  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r .

J . T h e  app lican t shou ld  have paid all fees an d  have com pleted  and  a tte s ted  to  the accuracy  o f all app lica tion  and 
inform ation form s req u ired  by the Board.




