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Committee considered SB 250

Older Alaskans Commission and staff of the commission; changing the name of the Older Alaskans
Commission to the Alaska Commission on Aging and extending the termination date; relating to
the Alaska Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board; relating to semces/programs for older Alaskans; efd.
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STATE OF ALASKA Bill Version: ~ "SQJJJiD

1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Date: / - /V- -
Revision Date: Dept. Affected: Administration

Title: ke Llatine to OAC. Alaska BRU: Commission on Aging
Pioneer Home Advisory Brd and services for Component: Commission on Aging
Sponsor: Governor older Alaskans

Requestor COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues {Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FYy 99 FYO00
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 r | n n
TRAVEL 0] 0] 0 0 1 0
CONTRACTUAL o 0] o 0 0 0
SUPPLIES o 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0] 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES o 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS ) 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING O 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
CHANL. REVENUES ( ) n n n n n o
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 (0] 0} (0} 0
1003 GF Match 0 0 0 0 (0] 0
1004 GF 0 0 o 0 0 0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0 0 O 0 (0] 0
1006 GF/MHTIA 0 0 o (e} (e} 0
Other 0 0 o 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0} 0} (6] 0
Estimate of any current year (FY94) ccst $ -0 -

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0 0 o (e} 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 o] (0] o] 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 o] 1 6]

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
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Main Oi lice

P.0. Box i HO-Qu
Juneau. AK 9981 1-0209
(907)465-3250

FAX: 465-4710

older Alaskans Commission

October 7, 1993

The Honorable Nancy Bear Usera
Commissioner

Department of Administration
P.O. Box 110200

Juneau, AK 99811-0200
Re: Governor's Proposal
for Senior Reorganization

Dear Commissioner Usera:

On behalf of the Commission, | want to express our appreciation
of the opportunity to review, with Deputy Commissioner Waldron,
Governor Hickel's proposal to reorganize senior services in state
government, including the summaries of the three proposed bills.-

The commission fully endorses the concepts behind the three
bills, and the plan to create a new division of senior services
by administrative order. We appreciate your leadership in
initiating the Task Force last year, and believe that vour choice
and direction of Task Force members led directly to this
excellent proposal for a new approach to senior services.

The commission plans to work, both as a group and individually,
to understand the bills in both concept and detail, and w ill
advocate for their support among the seniors in our local and
regional areas. We wbuld like to receive a copy of the actual
bills'" language as soon as-they are public.

The commission has three comments or suggestions for the b ill
regarding the Commission and the Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board:

1. We think the increased linkage of the two boards, by the
designation of a voting seat on each board for the chairman
of the other board, is an excellent improvement.

2. W hile we support the new voting power given to the three

departmental commission members from the administration, we
would urge addition of language that the chairman of the
Alaska Commission on Aging must be selected from among the
seven layperson members appointed by the Governor.
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3. We strongly f-eel that because commissioners are either
selected by or retained at the pleasure of the current
governor, the members of the commission should choose their
own chairman. The citizen-led impetus to create a
commission in 1980 appears to still reflect the general
senior sentiment in our state that the wisdom and experience
of seniors should be recogn:zed by allowing them a strong
role in managing senior affairs in our state government.

Finally, we wish to note our concern that there be adequate
fiscal and personnel resources to successfully carry out the two
important new functions of the new Division of Senior Services,
namely, the licensing of Assisted Living homes and Adult
Protective Services.

Again, thank you for the chance to comment, upon this proposal.
Please convey to Governor Hickel our strong support of his plan.

Sincerely,

Donald M. Hoover, Chairman
Older Alaskans Commission
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Velma Ellyson, President
3935 Svediurfl S
Homrer. AK99503
235-765%
Fax 235-3739
Avea: Souin Central

Jill Sandleben, Vice President
4t9 6th St CCSWhe
Juneau. AK9B0L
5866233
Fax 586-9018
Avea: Souiheast

Shell Marie Reading, SecTrea
4450 Cordova &.. Suite 120
Anchorage. AK99503
1-800-478-1030
Fax 561-3315
Area; Anchorage

Irving J. Igtanloc, Board
PO Bx 8
Baron AK93723
=300478-6605
Fax £52-0372
Avea: North Slope Nonmwes;

Rose Megli, Board
Box
Dilingham AK9%576
8421231
Fat 842-5501
Avea: Southwest

Cyndi Nation, Board
122 First Avenue
Fairbanks. AK99712
452-8251. ext. 3152
Fax 459-3850
Area: Interior

Patricia Porter, Board
31 Seme A
Kenai AK9%11
2834156
Fax 233 5356
Area SoumCenitj

Alaska

G eriatric

Exchange
NETwork

January 27, 1993

Interagency Task Force

c/o Older Alaskans Commission
3602 C Street Suite 260
Anchorage, Ak 99503

Dear Interagency Task Force,

We, the association of programs providing senior
services through Older Alaska Commission grants, are in
favor of a Division of Senior Services. This
reorganization of p7.ograms that serve Older Alaskans
into a combined Division of Senior Services woill
greatly assist us in being about to provide efficient,
co,t effective services to Alaskan seniors.
Sincerelv,
I, 1
Velma F.llvson
President
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PIONEERS'"HOMES ADVISORY BOARD

Amos "Joe" Alter, Chairman P.O. Box 110211

AK 11-0211
é’ctober 15, 1993 Jluneau, 99811-0

'WEASK>

Nancy Bear Usera, Commissioner
Alaska Department of Administration
PO Box 110200

Juneau, AK 99S11-00200

Dear Nancy:

You and your hospitality are great and | am sure | speak for each and all of our Board
Members as | thank you.

The opportunity to meet with you and discuss Administration priorities and concern was
an excellent way for us to start our home visits. In the Board role of communicating your
concerns to Pioneers' Homes residents and the public and visa versa we have the following
findings to report to you:

1 The Board, residents, and the public are generally supportive of Administration
proposals for reorganization of senior programs within a new division of aging
with one exception. Predominate opinion prefers Board selection of its own
chairman.

2. The proposed rate increases are generally acceptable.
}

3. More Mental Health Trust funds should be nrovided to complement current
appropriations for Pioneers' Homes. Current efforts to serve the special needs
of .Alzheimer and related dementia needs of residents is commendable but
inadequate. Planned staff training designed to enhance service to these special
residents is essential and appreciated. A closer working relationship between
this Board and the Mental Health Board is recommended.

4. Appropriate revisions should be made in current conditions governing
employment of qualified pan time staff to enhance availability of such staff.

5. There is general opposition to privatization of the homes.

Robert Gore, Board Member Vallie Byrdsong. Board Member Robert Kallenburg. Board Member
John Dapcevich, Board Member Stella Odsather, Board Member Peggy Amess, Board Member



6. Great appreciation and a minimum of dissatisfaction with the system was
obvious. We urge continuing restructuring of the service mode! to address
those future needs not met otherwise.

We thank you again for the opportunity to work with you and your dedicated Pioneers'
Home staff.

Sincerely,

Amos J. Alter



DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

SENATE BILL 250
RELATING TO THE OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION
AND THE PIONEERS” HOMES ADVISORY BOARD

‘Inis bill is one of three introduced by Governor Hickel as part of his plan to improve
and reorganize state services to Alaska’s seniors. A detailed analysis of the bill
follows this page. First, let us highlight the improvements which would be effected
by Senate Bill 250. When enacted, Senate Bill will:

Re-name the Older Alaskans Commission as the Alaska Commission on
Aging

Reduce the number of mandatory annual meetings for both the
Commission and the Board to reflect current practice and fiscal
resources

Add the chairperson of the Commission on Aging to the Pioneers’
Homes Board

Establish 8 year maximum terms for Pioneers’ Homes Board members,
allow current members to serve up to 8 more years, and transition the
board to staggered terms

Add the chairperson of the Pioneers’ Homes Boards and the
Commissioners of Health & Social Services, Community & Regional
Affairs, and Administration to the list of voting members on the
Commission on Aging (now non-voting members)

Empower the Governor to choose the chairpersons of the Commission
and the Board

Clarify that the Commission on Aging administers programs through its
executive director

Clarify that the Commission sets policy for administration of its
programs and selects recipients of grant awards

Allow the Commission flexibility to reduce or waive local "match"
requirements for grantees when waiver is in public
interest

SB 250

Alaska Commission on Aging anil Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board Page 1



DETAILED ANALYSIS OF SENATE BILL 250

Section 1, AS 18.56.700(b), changes the name of the commission in the Alaska
Housing Finance statutes relating to coordination of senior housing efforts.

Section 2 amends AS 44.21.110 to reduce the mandated number of meetings for the
Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board from twice to once a year.

Section 3 rewrites AS 44.21.120 to add the chairperson of the Commission on Aging
to the Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board; to set the Board members’ terms at a
maximum of eight consecutive years; and to clarify that the governor designates the
chairperson of the Board.

Section 4 amends As 44.21.200(a) to re-name the Older Alaskans Commission as the
Alaska Commission on Aging, and to add to the seven laypersons who currently serve
as voting members another four voting members: the citizen Chairperson of the
Pioneers’ Homes Board and the Commissioners of the Departments of Administration,
Community and Regional Affairs, and Health and Social Services; bringing the total
of voting members on the commission to eleven.

Section 5 amends As 44.21.210(a) to reduce the mandatory annual number of
meetings of the commission from six to four.

Section 6 amends the quorum for voting by the commission and deletes references to
non-voting members.

Section 7 rewrites AS 44.21.210(c) to state that the governor shall designate the
chairperson of the commission from among the seven citizen members selected under
AS 44.21.20(a)(5).

Section 8 adds a new section on the duties of the Executive Director of the
Commission: to formulate the state plan for older Alaskans for the commission and to
administer federal and state grants for senior services.

Section 9 amends AS 44.21.230(a) to clarify that the Commission approves the state
plan formulated by its staff; makes recommendations directly to both the governor and
the legislature; sets policy for the administration of federal and state grants for senior
services; and evaluates and awards the grants.

Sections 10 and 11 merely amend the Commission’s name in other references in
existing laws.

Sections 12 through 14 amend the existing elder abuse reporting law to use the new
name for the Commission.

SB 250

Alaska Commission on Aging and Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board Page 2



Section 15 amends the Mental Health Trust Lands Settlement Act to use the new
name for the Commission.

Sections 16 through 18 amend the existing law authorizing state-funded service grants
by the Commission, to amend the Commission’s name, and, in sec. 18, to allow the
Commission to establish by regulations standards for granting waivers of the required
sponsor contribution ("match™) when such a waiver is in the public interest.

Section 19 amends the name of the Commission in another citation in existing law.

Section 20 provides for a transition period for members of the Pioneers” Homes
Advisory Board, so that current members may be reappointed after July 1, 1994 to
serve up IO eight consecutive years, but also specifying that any other persons
appointed after that date will have their terms of office set so as to establish the

staggering of terms of members.

Section 21 states that the changes in the Mental Health Settlement Act relative to the
Commission will occur only when and if both this bill and chapter 66, SLA 1991 are

effective.

Section 22 provides for an effective date of July 1, 1994 for the bill.

SB 250
Alaska Commission o011 Aging and Pioneers' Monies Advisory Board





