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P. C Bc». nGw.2' 
Junoau , A laska 55SU- 

'907; ^65-3SCC

The Honorable Rick Halford President of the Senate Alaska State Legislature State Capitol Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Mr. President:
Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to the Older Alaskans Commission, the Alaska Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board, and certain programs and services for older Alaskans.
The bill changes the name of the Older Alaskans Commission to the Alaska Commission on Aging, decreases the number of required yearly commission meetings, and extends the termination date of the commission. The bill also makes changes in 
the allocation of functions of the commission, the commission's executive director, and the commissioner of administration. For example, the commission, with the approval of the commissioner of administration, will set policy for the administration of federal programs under the federal Older Americans Act. The executive director, with the commissioner of administration's approval, will administer those programs. The executive director for the commission also will be responsible for the formulation and presentation to the commission of the comprehensive statewide plan that identifies the concerns and needs of older Alaskans. The commission will be responsible for approving a final plan.
The bii! also makes certain changes in the composition and duties of the Alaska Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board. The board will be increased from seven to eight members; the new member will be the chairperson of the Alaska Commission on Aging. (Under existing law, the chair of the Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board is a member of the Older Alaskans Commission.) The bill also decreases the number of board meetings that must be held during a year.
Additionally, the Department of Administration plans to administratively establish a division of senior services to better coordinate services to older Alaskans. The Alaska Commission on Aging and the Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board would be located administratively in that new division. The new division would replace the
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The Honorable Rick Halford January 14, 1994 Page 2
existing division of pioneers' benefits and would assume responsibility for activities currently assigned to that division, which include administration of the pioneers' homes and the longevity bonus program.
The enactment of this bill into law, along with the administrative creation of the new division, will assure improved, coordinated efforts to address the varied problems confronting older Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Governor
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FAX: 465-4710

o ld e r  A la ska n s C o m m issio n

O c t o b e r  7 ,  19 93

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  N a n c y  B e a r  U s e r a  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 0 2 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 2 0 0

R e :  G o v e r n o r ' s  P r o p o s a l  
f o r  S e n i o r  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  U s e r a :

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  I  w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w ,  w i t h  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  W a l d r o n ,  
G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  s e n i o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u m m a r i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l s . -

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  f u l l y  e n d o r s e s  t h e  c o n c e p t s  b e h i n d  t h e  t h r e e  
b i l l s ,  a n d  t h e  p l a n  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  d i v i s i o n  o f  s e n i o r  s e r v i c e s  
b y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r d e r .  We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  T a s k  F o r c e  l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  v o u r  c h o i c e  
a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  T a s k  F o r c e  m e m b e rs  l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  
e x c e l l e n t  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  n ew  a p p r o a c h  t o  s e n i o r  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  p l a n s  t o  w o r k , ’ b o t h  a s  a  g r o u p  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b i l l s  i n  b o t h  c o n c e p t  a n d  d e t a i l ,  a n d  w i l l  
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  am o ng  t h e  s e n i o r s  i n  o u r  l o c a l  a n d  
r e g i o n a l  a r e a s .  We w b u ld  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  
b i l l s '  l a n g u a g e  a s  s o o n  a s - t h e y  a r e  p u b l i c .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h r e e  c o m m e n t s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b i l l  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C o m m is s io n  a n d  t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H om es A d v i s o r y  B o a r d :

1 . We t h i n k  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  l i n k a g e  o f  t h e  tw o  b o a r d s ,  b y  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a  v o t i n g  s e a t  o n  e a c h  b o a r d  f o r  t h e  c h a i r m a n  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  b o a r d ,  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  im p r o v e m e n t .

2 . W h i l e  w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  n ew  v o t i n g  p o w e r  g i v e n  t o  t h e  t h r e e  
d e p a r t m e n t a l  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e rs  f r o m  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  we 
w o u ld  u r g e  a d d i t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  C o m m is s io n  on  A g i n g  m u s t  b e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  am ong t h e  
s e v e n  l a y p e r s o n  m e m b e rs  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .



C om m issioner Nancy B ear U sera  
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3 . We s t r o n g l y  f-ee l t h a t  b e c a u se  c o m m iss io n e rs  a r e  e i t h e r  
s e l e c t e d  by o r  r e t a i n e d  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
g o v e rn o r ,  t h e  m em bers o f  th e  com m ission  s h o u ld  ch o o se  t h e i r  
own c h a irm a n . The c i t i z e n - l e d  im p e tu s  t o  c r e a t e  a 
com m ission  in  1980 a p p e a rs  t o  s t i l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s e n i o r  s e n t im e n t  i n  o u r s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  wisdom  and e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  s e n i o r s  s h o u ld  be  r e c o g n :z e d  by a l lo w in g  them  a s t r o n g  
r o l e  i n  m anaging  s e n i o r  a f f a i r s  in  o u r  s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n t.

F i n a l l y ,  we w ish  t o  n o te  o u r  c o n c e rn  t h a t  t h e r e  be  a d e q u a te  
f i s c a l  and p e r s o n n e l  r e s o u r c e s  to  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  two 
im p o r ta n t  new f u n c t i o n s  o f  th e  new D iv is io n  o f  S e n io r  S e r v ic e s ,  
n am e ly , t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  A s s i s t e d  L iv in g  hom es and  A d u lt 
P r o t e c t i v e  S e r v i c e s .

A g a in , th a n k  you f o r  t h e  ch an ce  t o  comment, upon t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  
P le a s e  co n v ey  t o  G o v e rn o r H ic k e l o u r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  p l a n .

S i n c e r e ly ,

D onald M. H oover, C hairm an 
O ld e r  A la sk a n s  Com m ission
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AGENET A la s k a
G e r ia tr ic
E x c h a n g e
N E T w o rk

Velma Ellyson, President 
3935 Svediunfl Si 
Homer. AK 99503 

235-7655 
Fax 235-3739 

Area: Souin Central

Jill Sandleben, Vice President 
4t9 6th St. CCSWmc 

Juneau. AK 99501 
586-6233 

Fax 586-9018 
Area: Souiheast

Shell Marie Reading, SecTrea 
4450 Cordova St.. Suite 120 

Anchorage. AK 99503 
1-800-478-1030 
Fax 561-3315 

Area: Anchorage

Irving J. Igtanloc, Board
PO Box 69 

Barrow. AK 93723 
■-8C0-478-66C6 
Fax £52-0372 

Area: North Slope.'Nonnwes;

Rose Megli, Board 
Box 839 

Dilimgham. AK 99576 
842-1231 

Fat 842-5591 
Area: Southwest

Cyndi Nation, Board
122 First Avenue 

Fairbanks. AK 99712 
452-8251. ext. 3152 

Fax 459-3850 
Area: Interior

Patricia Porter, Board
361 Seme Ci 

Kenai AK 99511 
283-4156 

Fax 233 5356 
Area SoumCenitj

J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 9 3

I n t e r a g e n c y  T a s k  F o r c e  
c / o  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s io n  
3 6 0 2  C S t r e e t  S u i t e  2 6 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k  9 9 5 0 3

D e a r  I n t e r a g e n c y  T a s k  F o r c e ,

s e n i o rWe, t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d i n g  
s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  O l d e r  A l a s k a  C o m m is s io n  g r a n t s ,  a r e  i n  
f a v o r  o f  a  D i v i s i o n  o f  S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s .  T h i s  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p 7 :o g ra m s  t h a t  s e r v e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  
i n t o  a c o m b in e d  D i v i s i o n  o f  S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s  w i l l  
g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  u s  i n  b e i n g  a b o u t  t o  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t ,  
co  , t  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  t o  A l a s k a n  s e n i o r s .

S i n c e r e l v ,

/ / ,  /

V e lm a  F . l l v s o n  
P r e s i d e n t

7Dc :)
j
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P I O N E E R S '  H O M E S  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

Amos "Joe" Alter, C hairm an P.O. Box 110211
/-v L Juneau, AK 99811-0211
October 15, 1993 • J

Nancy Bear Usera, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of Administration 
PO  Box 110200 
Juneau, AK 99S11-00200

Dear Nancy:

You and your hospitality are great and I am sure I speak for each and all of our Board 
Members as I thank you.

The opportunity to meet with you and discuss Administration priorities and concern was 
an excellent way for us to start our home visits. In the Board role of communicating your 
concerns to Pioneers' Homes residents and the public and visa versa we have the following 
findings to report to you:

1. The Board, residents, and the public are generally supportive of Administration 
proposals for reorganization of senior programs within a new division of aging 
with one exception. Predominate opinion prefers Board selection of its own 
chairman.

2. The proposed rate increases are generally acceptable.
}

3. More Mental Health Trust funds should be nrovided to complement current 
appropriations for Pioneers' Homes. Current efforts to serve the special needs 
of .Alzheimer and related dementia needs of residents is commendable but 
inadequate. Planned staff training designed to enhance service to these special 
residents is essential and appreciated. A closer working relationship between 
this Board and the Mental Health Board is recommended.

4. Appropriate revisions should be made in current conditions governing 
employment of qualified pan time staff to enhance availability of such staff.

5. There is general opposition to privatization of the homes.

Robert Gore, Board Member Vallie Byrd song. Board Member Robert Kallenburg. Board Member
John Dapcevich, Board Member Stella Odsather, Board Member Peggy Amess, Board Member



6. Great appreciation and a minimum of dissatisfaction with the system was 
obvious. We urge continuing restructuring of the service mode! to address 
those future needs not met otherwise.

We thank you again for the opportunity to work with you and your dedicated Pioneers' 
Home staff.

Sincerely,

Amos J. AJter

• . /AAV:.  . •• S.



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

SENATE BILL 250 
RELATING TO THE OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION 

AND THE PIONEERS’ HOMES ADVISORY BOARD

'Inis bill is one of three introduced by Governor Hickel as part of his plan to improve 
and reorganize state services to Alaska’s seniors. A detailed analysis of the bill 
follows this page. First, let us highlight the improvements which would be effected 
by Senate Bill 250. When enacted, Senate Bill will:

Re-name the Older Alaskans Commission as the Alaska Commission on 
Aging

Reduce the number of mandatory annual meetings for both the 
Commission and the Board to reflect current practice and fiscal 
resources

Add the chairperson of the Commission on Aging to the Pioneers’ 
Homes Board

Establish 8 year maximum terms for Pioneers’ Homes Board members, 
allow current members to serve up to 8 more years, and transition the 
board to staggered terms

Add the chairperson of the Pioneers’ Homes Boards and the 
Commissioners of Health & Social Services, Community & Regional 
Affairs, and Administration to the list of voting members on the 
Commission on Aging (now non-voting members)

Empower the Governor to choose the chairpersons of the Commission 
and the Board

Clarify that the Commission on Aging administers programs through its 
executive director

Clarify that the Commission sets policy for administration of its 
programs and selects recipients of grant awards

Allow the Commission flexibility to reduce or waive local "match"
requirements for grantees when waiver is in public
interest

SB 250
A la s k a  C o m m is s io n  o n  A g in g  a n il P io n e e r s ’  H o m e s  A d v is o r y  B o ard  P ag e  1



D E T A IL E D  A N A L Y S IS  O F  S E N A T E  B I L L  250

Section 1, AS 18.56.700(b), changes the name of the commission in the Alaska 
Housing Finance statutes relating to coordination of senior housing efforts.

Section 2 amends AS 44.21.110 to reduce the mandated number of meetings for the 
Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board from twice to once a year.

Section 3 rewrites AS 44.21.120 to add the chairperson of the Commission on Aging 
to the Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board; to set the Board members’ terms at a 
maximum of eight consecutive years; and to clarify that the governor designates the 
chairperson of the Board.

Section 4 amends As 44.21.200(a) to re-name the Older Alaskans Commission as the 
Alaska Commission on Aging, and to add to the seven laypersons who currently serve 
as voting members another four voting members: the citizen Chairperson of the 
Pioneers’ Homes Board and the Commissioners of the Departments of Administration, 
Community and Regional Affairs, and Health and Social Services; bringing the total 
of voting members on the commission to eleven.

Section 5 amends As 44.21.210(a) to reduce the mandatory annual number of 
meetings of the commission from six to four.

Section 6 amends the quorum for voting by the commission and deletes references to 
non-voting members.

Section 7 rewrites AS 44.21.210(c) to state that the governor shall designate the 
chairperson of the commission from among the seven citizen members selected under 
AS 44.21.20(a)(5).

Section 8 adds a new section on the duties of the Executive Director of the 
Commission: to formulate the state plan for older Alaskans for the commission and to 
administer federal and state grants for senior services.

Section 9 amends AS 44.21.230(a) to clarify that the Commission approves the state 
plan formulated by its staff; makes recommendations directly to both the governor and 
the legislature; sets policy for the administration of federal and state grants for senior 
services; and evaluates and awards the grants.

Sections 10 and 11 merely amend the Commission’s name in other references in 
existing laws.

Sections 12 through 14 amend the existing elder abuse reporting law to use the new 
name for the Commission.

SB 250
A la s k a  C o m m iss io n  o n  A g in g  and  P io n e e rs ’  H o m e s  A d v is o r y  B o a rd  Pag e  2



SB 250
Alaska Com m ission 011 A ging and P ioneers' Monies A dvisory Board

Sections 16 through 18 amend the existing law authorizing state-funded service grants 
by the Commission, to amend the Commission’s name, and, in sec. 18, to allow the 
Commission to establish by regulations standards for granting waivers of the required 
sponsor contribution ("match") when such a waiver is in the public interest.

Section 19 amends the name of the Commission in another citation in existing law.

Section 20 provides for a transition period for members of the Pioneers’ Homes 
Advisory Board, so that current members may be reappointed after July 1, 1994 to 
serve up iO eight consecutive years, but also specifying that any other persons 
appointed after that date will have their terms of office set so as to establish the 
staggering of terms of members.

Section 21 states that the changes in the Mental Health Settlement Act relative to the 
Commission will occur only when and if both this bill and chapter 66, SLA 1991 are 
effective.

Section 22 provides for an effective date of July 1, 1994 for the bill.

Section 15 amends the Mental Health Trust Lands Settlement Act to use the new 
name for the Commission.




