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CSSB 195 amends eligibility requirements for licensure as a physical therapist or physical therapy 
assistant. New funds are not required to implement the amendment.

P r e p a r e d  b y :

D i v i s i o n :

Approvod by Commissioner:
Agency:

Jennifer Strickler, Administrative OfficerC^ 
Occupational Licqnsl
Paul Fuhs / Q
Commerce and Eco ve lo pm en t

Phone: 4 6 5 -2 1 4 4  
Date: 4 /1 2 /9 4"'" 
Dato:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call lire Governor’s Legislative Office

Pago 1 of 1



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

(907) 405-3867 or 405-2450
F AX (907) 405-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, A laska 99801-2105
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M E M O R A N D U M  March 29, 1994

SUBJECT: Licensing of Physical Therapists and Physical Therapy Assistants
(Work Order No. 8-LSl873\A)

TO: Senator Steve Rieger

FROM: Terri Lauterbach \ \l\jvj v—̂
Legislative Counsel

Enclosed is a bill draft that would amend the physical therapist licensing laws so that 
a person does not have to graduate from an approved school. I have used language 
found in AS 08.84.032, which relates to graduates of foreign schools. Therefore, the 
board should have some experience in interpreting what this language means.

In my opinion, the person you described in your hypothetical is not eligible for 
licensure without a change in the statutes. AS 08.84.030(a)(1) currently provides that 
a person must have graduated from an approved school. AS 08.84.060, relating to 
licensure by credentials, requires that the other state’s laws must have been 
substantially equal to our laws, thereby bringing in the requirement of AS 08.84.030 
that the person must have graduated from an approved school.
Please let me know if 1 can be of further assistance on this matter.
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1. A person has been licensed in another state as a physical 
therapist assistant (in fact has an education superior to that required of a pta 
in Alaska), has received a temporary permit in Alaska, and has passed the 
examination for licensure. This person did not graduate from a school 
approved by the Council on Medical Education and Hospitals of the 
American Medical Association, or the American Physical Therapy 
Association. Can she be licensed as a physical therapist assistant in the State 
of Alaska, according to 08.84.030 and 08.84.060?

2. If, in ycur opinion, she does not qualify for licensure, please 
draft an amendment to 08.84.030 or 08.84.060 that would allow such a person 
to qualify in Alaska, based on parity or quality of credentials.
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 195( )
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Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS LEMAN, Ellis

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the licensure of physical therapists and physical therapy 
assistants."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 08.84.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) To be eligible for licensure by the board as a physical therapist or physical 
therapy assistant, an applicant, unless a graduate of a foreign school of physical 
therapy located outside the United States, shall

(1) have graduated from a school of physical therapy approved by the 
Council on Medical Education and Hospitals of the American Medical Association [,] 
or the American Physical Therapy Association or have completed, to the satisfaction 
of the board, a resident course of study and professional instruction equivalent 
to that provided bv a school approved bv the Council on Medical Education and 
Hospitals of the American Medical Association or the American Physical Therapy 
Association;
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(2) pass to the satisfaction of the board an examination prepared by a 
national testing service approved by the board to determine the applicant’s fitness for 
practice as a physical therapist or physical therapy assistant, or be entitled to licensure 
without examination as provided in AS 08.84.060;

(3) meet qualifications for licensure established in regulations adopted 
by the board under AS 08.84.010(b).
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