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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  o n :

S B  1 4 5  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h in g  t h e  p o s i i i o n  o f  s t a te  m e d ic a l 

e x a m in e r ;  a n d  r e la t in g  t o  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s . "

Senate Bill 145 is a Senate HESS bill which has the support of the 
Departments of Public Safety and Health and Social Services and the Alaska Court 
System. Currently, a coroner determines whether post mortem examinations are 
necessary, physicians conduct the post mortem examinations under a fee for service 
arrangement, and the Department of Health and Social Services pays for the exams 
and associated costs.

Senate Bill 145 creates a new position of state medical examiner in the 
Department of Health and Social Sen/ices. It provides that coroners may request the 
state medical examiner, under regulations to be adopted by the department, to 
conduct ar external and /or internal examination of the body and to take other 
appropriate actions to determine the cause of death and to certify it.

It is the expectation of the Committee that a state medical examiner will be 
able to reduce the total number of post mortem exams performed by eliminating 
unnecessary exams. In the FY 94 Senate Health and Social Service s budget, the 
Senate Finance Committee has incorporated the passage of SB 145 into its funding 
proposal and shows a reduced post mortem examination cost when compared to the 
governor's budget proposal.
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Bill No. SB 145

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:___________________________________
Title: An Act establishing the position of State

medical examiner___________________
Sponsor: Senate HESS______________________
Hequestor: ________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CON'RACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
grants & claims
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1

od

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o Dollars)
1002 FEDERAL RECEIPTS
1003 GF MATCH
100AGF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/PROGRAM RECEIPTS
1006 GF/MHTIA
OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
! PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY 93) impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fiscal impact.

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen III, Staff Counsel
y ?

Phone: 264-8228
Division: Alaska Court System 1 Date: 03/11/93

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II, Administrative Director , r t  - z O L
Agency: Alaska Court System r Date: 03/11/93

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 1/93 Page 1 of 1

Department Affected: Alaska Court System
BRU: Trial Courts________
Components: _____ ___________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768



POSITION PAPER 

SENATE BILL NO. 145

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the position
cf state medical examiner; and relating to preparation of 
death certificates."

SB 145 establishes the position of state medical examiner 
within the Department of Health and Social Services. It 
provides that coroners may request the state medical examiner, 
under regulations to be adopted by the department, to conduct 
an external and/or internal examination of the body and to 
take other appropriate actions to determine the cause of death 
ana to certify it.

BACKGROUND

The existing system for the medical investigation of df-uths 
j required to be reported to coroners in Alaska involves four 
| agencies: the Departments of Public Safety, health and Social
| Services and Law, and the Alaska Court System.

AS 12.65 specifies the types of deaths which must be raoortsc 
to coroners and gives coroners the responsibility for 
establishing the cause of death in these cases. In some of 
these reported cases, a physician is willing to certify the 
cause of death and the coroner may determine that rio further 
action is required. In other cases, a physician is not 
willing to certify the cause or the circumstances of death are 
such that the coroner may decide to require a post mortem 
examination which, under current conditions, usually includes 
an autopsy. Physicians who conduct post mortem examinations ,
work under a fee for service arrangement. Coroners certify 
that the physician's service has been rendered and DHSS pays 
the bills. In addition to physician fees, there are also 
costs for laboratory services, ground or air transportation of. 
bodies for examination and fees payable to funeral homos [nr 
the use of facilities and other services provided. The 
Department of Public Safety provides facilities and suppor• 
for certain post mortem examinations conducted at it's 
Anchorage Crime Lab facility .

Historically, the costs of the program for medical 
investigations of death have been significantly underfunded. 
SupplementsIs or revised budget requests have been required 
each year.



Oricr Auth RP/SUPP Final Auth Actuals
FY88 463 .4 180.6 644 .0 618 . 3
FY 8 9 4 6 3.4 333 . 2 796. 6 7 67 . 3
FY90 463.4 310. 0 773 . 4 7 54 . 5
FY91 453.4 346 . 6 810. 0 8 09 . 1
FY9 2 69 5.0 102 . 0 798.0 7 96. 2
FY93 696 . 0 229.6 (Req)

■The marked projected increase in FY93 is accounted for by
estimated 11 percent increase in the number of autops.
performed and a higher cost per unit of service.

Also historically, Alaska has had a higher rate of autopsy 
examinations than other states. Contributory factors include 
the relatively young age of the population and the high 
incidence of violent deaths, both accidental and deliberate.

DISCUSSION

The purpose of this bill is to control escalating costs 
through improving the decision making process for selection of 
cases to be autopsied. The only way to make significant 
changes in the rate of cost increases is to limit the number 
of autopsies and associated transportation expenditures. 
However, it is absolutely essential that these changes be 
achieved while simultaneously guaranteeing that autopsies and 
orher types of post mortem examinations be performed where 
they are necessary for the purposes of lav/ enforcement and 
public health.

It is anticipated that the number of autopsies can be reduced 
by focusing on deaths which are classified as acc.icier.teal or 
natural. In FY 1991, Alaska autopsied 34 percent of the 
accidental and 22 percent of the natural death cases reported 
v/hile the national average for these two categories is 50 
percent and 11 percent respectively. In FY 1992, 538 or 68.7 
percent of autopsies performed related to accidental or 
natural deaths at a cost of $546.6.

There are two critical cost-related issues which can be 
addressed by a state medical examiner:

1) which cases require full autopsies or other post 
mortem examinations, including toxicology screens; and

2) whether transportation of a body is necessary, and if 
so, to what destination. E.g., can the drawing of body 
fluids for toxicoloay screens be done locally or at a 
regional facility rather than in Anchorage?

The state medical examiner will provide consultation to the 
coroners and lav/ enforcement agencies on forensic, medical 
considerations in death scene investigations, on
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interpretation of decedents' medical histories, and on the 
interpretation of the findings of external body examinations. 
Ho or sue will also perform about 125 autopsies per year while 
other required autopsies v/ill continue to be done by contract, 
pathologists. A quality control program v/ill also be 
established. The state medical examiner will also proviao 
training and monitoring of the work of physicians who are 
appointed as medical examiners in the judicial districts. 
Once these activities are in place and functioning, it should 
be possible to contain the costs of the program.

POSITION

The Department of Health and Social Services +rongly endorses 
SB 145. Discussions have been held with the Court System and 
the Departments of Law and Public Safety over a period of 
years to try to arrive at a realistic cost containment 
strategy. While the Court System has attempted to limit the 
proportion of cases sent for autopsy examination, significant 
changes have not occurred. We believe that the establishment 
of a state medical examiner program will ensure that 
appropriate post mortem examinations are performed when 
necessary for reasons of public safety or nubile health, while 
also providing the department with the tools it needs to 
control escalating program costs.

Recommended by:

Date:

uy .» J.
Peter M. Nakamura, MD, MP.’i 
Director, Division cf Public 
Health

Date:

Approved by: 'AmA
Tlifirbdore A. 
Commiss 
Health

, MPH 
Department 

ial Services
of



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1993 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E
B IL L  N O .  S e n a t e  Bill 145

Revision Date: 3/31/93________________________________Dept. Affected: Health and Social Services
Title: Establish a state medical examiner position BRU: State Health Services______

and preparation o f death certificates______________________ Component: Post Mortem Examinations
Sponsor: SHES
Requestor: SCRA COMPONENT SERIAL NO. #293

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY94 FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99
PERSONAL SERVICES 191.0 191.0 191.0 191.0 191.0 i 191 0
TRAVEL 25.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 l 15.0
CONTRACTUAL 183.0 183.0 183.0 183.0 183.0 ! 183.0
SUPPLIES 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 ! 5.0
EQUIPMENT 25.0
LAND & STRUCTURES | i
GRANTS. CLAIMS I
MISCELLANEOUS I I
TOTAL OPERATING 429.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 i 394.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 429.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 394.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts ! I
1006 GF/MHTIA j
Other ' '  I I
TOTAL 429.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 394.0 394.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 2 2 2 2 2 2
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY93) im pa...: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

: Line 100-
1 Medical Examiner rg 27 Exempt Anch PFT
! Clerk IV rg 9 GGU Anch PFT

Line 200 -
Recruitment ?■ Moving Expenses 
Travel to conduct PME's &  meeting

155.4
35.6

10.0
15.0

Prepared by: Peter M. Nakamura, MD, MPHyC4fp.fcK
Division: Division of Public Health_________  '

Tbeodore A. Mala, MD. MPHApproved byj^ommissioner:
Agency: Department of Health &  Social Services

Phone: (907) 465-3090 
Date:" 3 / 3 . / / $ #

I
Date: 1 1

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev l1/92)93lisno.xls/D0fl P a g e  1 O f
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R e v is io n  D a te : 3/31/93 B IL L NO. Sena te B i l l 145

ANALYSIS (cont.):

Line 300 -
Post Mortem Examinations(500 x 31098/ea) +  24 hr. backup 5^9.0

(This includes the $396.0 currently authorized for the component)
Toxicology Panels (100 x 3250/each) 25.0
Office Space & Phones 5.0

Line 400 -
Office & Lab Supplies 5.0

Line 500 -
Office Furniture 
Computer Equipment

The number of autopsies is anticipated to reach 824 in FY93, an 3% increase over FY92. The projected increase in the 
number of autopsies is due in part to increases in the population, the age of the population and the number of violent 
crimes in the state. Under the current coroner’s system, the courts are responsible for securing a completed death 
certificate, If the death involves an unattended death where the coroner cannot locate a physician who is willing to attest 
to the probable cause of death or a death associated with a criminal offense, the coroner orders an autopsy. The 
Department of Health & Social Services is responsible for paying for these costs. By implementing a State Medical 
Examiner system, the authority to perform or order an autopry would rest with the agency also responsible for the 
budget.

The anticipated cost containment will occur when the ME can make the decision that he/she can attest to the probable 
cause of death based on (1) the information that is available, or (2) toxicology panels, or (3) by performing an autopsy. In 
FY91, Alaska autopsied 84% of the accidental and 22% of natural cause deaths while the national average for these two 
categories is 50% and 11% respectively. In FY92, 538 or 68.7% of autopsies performed related to accidental or natural 
deaths. The average cost of an autopsy for that fiscal year v/as $1,016; 3546.6 was spent on those two categories in 
FY92. By implementing an ME system, the agency is hoping to reduce the number of autopsies performed after 
accidental and natural deaths, which will bring Alaska's autopsy ratios for those two categories down comparably.

One of the difficulties that this state experiences (that other states do not) is lack of access in the rural areas. A 
professional person on staff who can train Public Safety O ffe rs  and Village Public Safety Officers in death scene 
investigations and Public Health Nurses and EMT's in body fiuid draws will help contain the costs of shipping bodies to 
Anchorage.

An ME can perform 100-125 autopsies a year along with other administrative duties and court appearances. The agency 
v/ill have to continue to contract with other pathologists in order to perform the additional autopsies which the ME 
determines are necessary and to provide a 24 hour back-up system. Assuming 824 deaths as the base, 110 autopsies , 
will be performed by the ME, 150 deaths certificates can be filed based on the death investigation alone, and 
100@S250/test can be filed based on a toxicology panel. The remaining 500 autopsies will need to be contracted out.

With the unit cost per autopsy going from 31,017 to 31,098 v/ith implementation of a new fee schedule for the funeral 
homes and with the number of autopsies expected to increase, this bill will give the department the tools it needs to 
control the increasing costs of this program.

7.5
17.5
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P o s i t i o n  T i t l e

S t a t e  M e d ic a l E x a m in e r
N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e / S t e p

1 2 7 A
I h i r g i i i n i n g  U n i t  

E x e m p t
' T i m e  S t a t u s  ; S t a f f  M o n t h s  

P F T  j 1 2 . 0
L o c a t i o n

A n c h o r a g e
l i l c c i i o n  D i s l r i c t  >

T Y l T i  o f  l i X I ' l i N D l T l J R i : A M O U N T J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h is  p o s i t i o n  is  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  im p le m e n t  a  s t a t e w id e  s y s t e m  (o r  t h e  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  d e a t h s  u n d e r  S B  1 4 5 .

S a l a r y 1 2 4 . 2
H e n c f i l s 3 1 . 5
I ’ r c m i u t n  P a y

O i l i e r

T o t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 1 5 5 . 7
' T r a v e l 2 5 . 0 T h e  in c u m b e n t  w i ll :

C o n t r a c t u a l 3 . 5 1 )  d e s ig n  a  s y s t e m  f o r  m e d i c o - le g a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  u n a n t ic ip a t e d ,  s u d d e n ,  o r  
v io le n t  d e a t h s  in  o r d e r  t o  p r o v id e  a c c u r a t e ,  l e g a l ly  d e f e n s i b le  d e t e rm in a t i o n s  o f  th e  
m a n n e r  a n d  c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s ;

2 )  s e r v e  a s  c h ie f  t e c h n ic a l  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  f o r e n s i c  m e d ic a l  s y s t e m ;

C o m m o d i t i e s 4 . 4
[ ‘ ( j u i p m c n l 1 6 . 4
O t h e r

T o t a l  C o s 2 0 5 . 0 3 )  p e r f o rm  a p p r o x im a t e ly  1 2 5  a u t o p s i e s  p e r  y e a r  a n d  m a in t a in  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l 
in a t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  b yF U N D I N G  S D U K C F  f o r  T O T A L  C O S T f o r  6 0 0 - 7 0 0  a u t o p s i e s  o r  o t h e r  p o s tm o r t e m  e x a m

1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s c o n t r a c t  p a t h o lo g i s t s ;  a n d
4 )  d e s ig n  a n d  t ra in  t r a in e r s  o f  p e r s o n n e l  in v o lv e d  in  d e a t h  in v e s t ig a t io n  in c lu d in g  

lo c a l  p h y s i c i a n s ,  s t a t e  a n d  lo c a l  p o l i c e ,  v i l la g e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s ,  e t c .

T h is  p o s i t i o n  is  b e in g  r e q u e s t e d  a s  a n  e x e m p t  p o s i t i o n  in  o r d e r  t o  b e  m o r e  c o m p e t iv e  
w ith  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in  r e c ru i t in g  c a n d id a t e s .

1 0 0 3  G  F  M a t c h

! 100-1 G e n e r a l  F u n d 2 0 5 . 0
1 005  G F / I ’ r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s

1 0 0 6  G F / M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t

i 1 007  I / A  R e c e i p t s

1061 C I P  R e c e i p t s

O t h e r

REQUEST for AGENCY: Health and Social Services
NEW POSITION BRU: State Health Services P a g o  1 o (  t

COMPONENT: Post Mortem Examinations R e v i s e d  D a l e :



P o s i t i o n  T i t l e

C le r k  IV
T i m e  S t a t u s  S t a f f  M o n t h s

P F T  1 2 . 0
T Y P E  o f  E X P E N D I T U R E A M O U N T

1 S a l a r y 2 5 . 4
I t e n e f i ' . s 1 0 . 2
P r e m i u m  P a v

O i l i e r

T o t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 3 5 . 6
T r a v e l

C o n  t r a c t  m i l 1 . 5
C o m m o d i t i e s 0 . 6
E q u i p m e n t 8 . 2
O t h e r

T o t a l  C o s t 4 5 . 9
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  f o r  T O T A L  C O S  T

1002  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s

1 003  G F  M a t c h

1004 G e n e r a l  F u n d 4 5 . 9
1005 G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s

1 006  G F / M c n t a l  I  I c a l t h  T r u s t

1007 I / A  R e c e i p t s

1061 C I P  R e c e i p t s

O i l i e r

N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s

J
I . o c a  i i o n

R a n g e / S t e p

9A

A n c h o r a g e
Justification

l i . ' i r g n i m n g  U n i t

G G U
F l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t

T h is  p o s i t i o n  w ill b e  t h e  s o l e  c le r i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S la t e  M e d ic a l E x a m in e r  p o s i t i o n .  
It w i ll b e  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r :

1 ) o f f i c e  m a n a g e m e n t ;
2 )  d a t a  b a s e  m a n a g e m e n t ;
3 )  o f f i c e  f i s c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  a n d
4 )  m e d ic a l  t r a n s c ip t io n s .

REQUEST for 
NEW POSITION

AGENCY: H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

B R U :  S t a t e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s

COMPONENT: P o s t  M o r t e m  E x a m i n a t i o n s

’ a g o  1 o t  1

R e v i s e d  D a t e :

FY94
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES

DIV IS ION O F  PUBL IC  HEAL TH

WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110610 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 098110610 
PHONE: (907) 465-3090

March 30, 1993

Honorable Steve Rieger 
Room 516 
State Capital

Dear Senator Rieger:

The department projects the following costs associated with the 
Post Mortem Program for FY 94. Our latest projections anticipate 
that the program v/ill have to pay for 824 post mortem exams in-FY 
94. This new projection is down from our original projection of 
880 as a result of more current data. We have prepared an amended 
fiscal note based upon this new projection. Our analysis is also 
based upon an average cost of $1,098.00 per post mortem 
examination. This average was discussed in the original fiscal 
note and is still our best estimate of actual costs after all fee 
increases have been realized in the system.

Table one shows the projected cost of 824 post mortem exams under 
the existing system is $905,000. This compares with $825,000 if SB 
145 passes and a State Medical Examiner (ME) is hired.

TABLE 1

Without Medical 
Examiner

With Medical 
Examiner

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
post mortem exams(824@$1,098) 
post mortem exams(50d@$l,098) 
Toxicological panels(100@$250) 
Office and phones 

Supplies 
Equipment

Total Estimated Cost

$905.0

$905.00

$191.0 
$ 25.0

$549.0 
$ 25.0 
$ 5.0 
$ 5.0 
$ 25.0

$825.00

Estimated Savings With Medical Examiner $80.0

This first year savings of approximately $80,000 occurs because the 
ME is expected to do 110 autopsies per year along with other 
administrative duties and court appearances. The analysis further 
assumes that approximately 150 deaths will be certified based upon

06-F78LH



Senator Reiger -2-

a death investigation alone and 100 can be certified on the basis 
of a toxicology panel alone at a cost of $250.

Savings in future years will depend primarily upon the rate of 
increase in the cost of contracted services. However, with the 
proposed Medical Examiner system in place these services v/ill be 
under the administrative and financial control of the Department.

Truly Yours,

Peter M. Nakamura MD, MPH 
Director
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BILL NO: SB 145 DATE: March 18. 1993

TITLE: "An Act establishing the
position of state medical 
examiner. . ."

CONTACT: C.E. Swackhammer
Deputy Commissioner 
*65-4322

SB 145 establishes the position of state medical examiner within the Department of 
Health and Social Services. It provides that coroners may request the state medical 
examiner, under regulations to be adopted by the Department, to conduct an external 
and/or internal examination of the body and to take other appropriate actions to 
determine the cause of death and to certify it.
Since 1988, DPS autopsy costs have escalated from 0 to $225.0 projected for FY93. A 
state medical examiner can assist in helping to reduce the growth of these costs by being 
the central point of contact to coroners and law enforcement agencies on forensic 
medical considerations in death scene investigations, on interpretation of decedents’ 
medical histories, on the interpretation of the findings of external examinations so that a 
decision can be made to determine:

Which cases require full autopsies or other post mortem examinations and 
including toxicology screens;
Whether the transportation of the body for post mortem examination is necessary; 
and if so to what location can autopsy/toxicology screens be performed.

A state medical examiner program will help ensure that appropriate post mortem 
examinations are performed when necessary for reasons of public safety or public health, 
while also providing the department with a mechanism to help contain growth in autopsy 
costs. A state medical examiner will also establish a quality control program to provide 
training and monitoring of the work of physicians who art appointed as medical 
examiners in the judicial districts.

The Department of Public Safety strongly endorses SB 145.
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B U D G E T  A M E N D M E N T  D E S C R I P T I O N :  L u b o r o t o r y  S e r v i c e  A u t o p s y  S u p p o r t  

( L i m i t  t o  9 8  C h a r a c t e r s )

A G E N C Y  C O N T A C T / P H O N E  N U M B E R :  G e o r o e  M .  T u f t ,  J r .  D i r e c t o r  2 8 9 - 5 6 8 7

DE SC R I B E  W H A T  THIS A M E H D M E H T  C H A N G E S  F R O M  TH E  G O V E R N O R ' S  ORIGIN At. B U D G E T  

S U B M I S S I O N .  W H Y  IT IS N E C E S S A R Y  A N D  THE C O N S E Q U E N C E S  IF TH E A M E N D M E N T  IS H O T  

API R O V E D :

G u n e r o l  f u n d s  e r e  r o q u o s t e d  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  f o r e n s i c  o v i d o n c o  

p r o c e s s i n g  e n d  a u t o p s i e s  r o f  e r r e d  b y  c o r o n e r s  f o r  o x  a m i  n o t i o n .

F u n d s  o r e  r o q u o s t e d  t o  p o r r n i t  f i l l i n g  o f  a l l  c u r r e n t l y  a u t h o r i z e d  c r i m e  l a b  

p o s i t i o n s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  a u t o p s y  a s s i s t a n t  p o s i t i o n .

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

F u n d i n g  i s  r e q u o s l o d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  P o r o o n a l  S o r v i c e s  U n d o r f u n d i n g  t o  t w o  

p e r c e n t  ( 2 % )  e n d  a d d  o n e  ( 1 )  a d d i t i o n a l  A u t o p s y  A s s i s t a n t .

F Y  9 4  B u d g e t  P A C S  U n d e r f u n d i n g  5 . 8 3 %  $ 9 8 , 2 4 5  

Ins.q O M R  m i n i m u m  V a c a n c y  2 . 0 0 %  ( 3 3 , 7 2 5 )

C O D E E X P E N D I T U R E  B Y  O B J E C T G O V  O R I G A M E N D G O V  A M E N D

1 00 P o r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 1 , 5 8 8 . 0 1 0 8 . 9 1 , 6 9 6 . 9

200 T  r a v e l 6 4 . 5 2.0 6 6 . 5

3 0 0 C o n t r a c t u a l  S o r v i c e s 2 9 7 . 5 2 5 . 0 3 2  2 . 5

4 0 0 S u n n l i e s 1 5 0 . 9 1 5 . 0 1 6 5 . 9

5 0 0 f : «n  i i i i i f i  i 2.0 20.0 22.0
6 0 0 l a r . d s .  B u i l d  i n n  s .  E t c .

7 0 0 G r a n t s .  C l a i m s .  E t c .

8 0 0 M i s c e l l a n e o u s

T O T A L ?  i n ?  q i  7  n  q 2 . 2  7 3  H

l - A  T r a n s f e r  ( N O N : A D D )

1002 F e d e r a l  R o c o i n t s

1 0 0 3 G e n e r a l  F u n d  M a t c h

oo

G e n e r a l  F u n d 2 . 0 5 1  .6 1 7 0 . 9 2 . 2 2 2 . 5

R e d u c e  P o r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  U n d e r f u n d i n g  6 4 , 5 2 0  6 4 . 5

A d d i t i o n a l  A u t o p s y  A s s i s t a n t  4 4 . 4
1 0 8 . 9

F u n d i n g  i s  r e q u e s t e d  i n  N o n  P o r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  f o r  f o r e n s i c  a n d  A u t o p s y  

S u p p o r t  d u e  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  b a s i c  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C r i m e  

L a b .

T h o  S t o l e  C r i m e  L a b o r a t o r y  h a s  b o e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p u c t o d  b y  t h o  s h i f t  i n  

t h o  n u m b e r  o f  a u t o p s i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h o  c r i m e  l o b  b y  c o r o n e r s .  T h e  n u m b e r  

o l  a u t o p s i e s  p e r f o r m e d  h a v e  i n c r o a s e d  f r o m  1 0  i n  F Y  88 t o  a  p r o j o c t o d  6 0 0  

i n  F Y  9 3 .

1 0 0 5 G F / P r o n r a m  R o c o i n t s

1 0 0 7 l - A  R e c e i n t s 5  1 . 3 5  1 . 3

O t h e r

P O S I T I O N

I N F O R M A T I O N

P F T 2 7 1 2 8

P P T / S E A S

N o n  P e r m a n e n t

A G E N C Y  D o p o r t m o n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y

B R U  O P S  S t a t e w i d e  S u p p o r t

C O M P O N E N T  L a b o r a t o r y  S e r v i c e s P a g e  1 o f  2

p p p  { n P A R C j  C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  1  5 2 7 R o v i s o d  D a t e

( 0 2 / 0 9 / 9 3 )  G : \ 9 4 0 M B \G B A .1 2



A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5  a s s i g n s  t  I t  u  i  o s  p u n  a  i b  i l i l  y  l o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h  a u t o p s i e s  a r e  p o r l o r m u d  t o  t h o  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t i n t  D  u p u r  t  m o n t  o f  f l u u l t l i  

a n d  S o c i a l  S o r v i c e s .  A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 4 0  a u t h o r i z e s  t h o  c o r o n o r  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h o  c o u o u  o f  d o a t h .  T i t o  D o p e r t m a n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ' s  C r i m e  L a b o r a t o r y  

r a c o i v e s  b o d i o s  f o r  a u t o p s y  b u t  h a s  n o  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  o r  s c r e e n  r o f o r r a l s  f r o m  t h o  c o r o n o r .  A d d i l i o n u l i y ,  t I t o  C r i n t a  L a b o r a t o r y  i t u s  n o v o r  b o o n  

p e r m a n e n t l y  f u n d e d  t o  p a r l o r n t  o r  u s s i s t  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b o r  o f  a u l o p s i o s .

D u o  t o  l i t o  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  n u m b o r  o f  a u t o p s i o u ,  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d i n g  f o r o n s i c  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  b e i n g  d i v e r t e d  t o  u s s i s t  i n  u u l o p s i e s  t o  s u c h  

o n  o x t o n t  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 %  o f  t h o  L u b s  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  n o w  a l l o c a t e d  t o  a u t o p s y  w o r k .

T i t o  r e s u l t i n g  i m p a c t  l i m i t s  t h o  m a j o r  f o r e n s i c  f o c u s  o f  t h o  l a b  w h i c h  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r o n s i c  a u p p o r t  t o  p o l i c e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  

l u t e n t  f i n g e r p r i n t s  ( 2 1 , 5 0 0 ) ,  c r i m i n a l i s t i c s  ( 6 , 9 0 0 ) ,  n a r c o t i c s  ( 1 1 , 0 0 0 ) ,  c r i m e  3 C o n u  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  b r e u l h  a l c o h o l  p r o g r a m  a n d  

p e r f o r m  d r u w i n g s  a n d  l a c i a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s .

D u r i n g  t h o  f i r s t  6 m o n t h s  o f  F Y  9 3 ,  3 0 1  a u t o p s i e s  w o r e  p e r f o r r n o d  a t  t h o  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C r i m e  L a b o r a t o r y .  O f  t h o  t o t a l  8 2 , 0 0 0 . 5  a u t h o r i z e d ,  a n  

u s t i m u t a d  $ 2 2 5 . 2  w u s  s p o n t  f o r  a u t o p s y  s u p p o r t .  W i t h  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  h a n d l i n g  o v o r  6 0 0  b o d i o s  d u r i n g  F Y  9 3 ,  t i r e  L a b o r o t o r y  c a n n o t  h a n d l e  t h i s  

v o l u m a  o f  w o r k  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  a u t o p s y  a s s i s t a n t s  o r  a f f o r d  t h o  o v o r t i m e  t o  r o c e i v o  t h e s e  r e m a i n s  a f t e r  h o u r s .  D u r i n g  F Y  9 3 ,  o t h o r  L a b o r a t o r y  

c a s e l o a d  h a s  i n c i e u s u d  t o  a  l a v u i  w h e r e  c u r r o n t  l a b o r a t o r y  p e r s o n n e l  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  h a n d l o  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  w o r k l o a d .

A G E N C Y D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y F Y  9 4

G B A
A D D I T I O N A L

E X P L A N A T I O N
B R U D P S  S t a t e w i d e  S u p p o r t P a g e  2 o f 2

F O R M
C O M P O N E N T L a b o r a t o r y  S e r v i c e s R o v i s o d  D o t e

0  2 / 0 9 / 9 2 )  G :\ 9 4 0 M B \G B A F 0 R M \G E A .1  2



l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

4107 Laurel Street • Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 8 -5 3 3 4  • (9 0 7 )5 6 2 -2 6 6 2

M a rc h  30 ,  1993

S e n a to r  S t e v e  R e ig e r  
A la s k a  S t a t e  S e n a te  
S ta te  C a p i to l
In t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l  Mall S to p :  3 1 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e ar  S e n a t o r  R e ig e r :

T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  A ss o c ia t io n  
r e c e n t l y  r e v i e w e d  S e n a te  B il l  145 r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s i t io n  o f  a S ta te  
M ed ica l E x a m in e r .  A f t e r  a l e n g t h y  d is c u s s io n  we fe e l  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  
o p p o s e  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  w il l  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  an im p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  c u r r e n t
s y s te m .  I t  was a ls o  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w o u ld  be a m o re  e x p e n s iv e  m eans o f
d e a l in g  w i th  u n a t t e n d e d  d e a th s  in A la s k a .  I w o u ld  e n c o u r a g e  you  to
o p p o s e  t h i s  b i l l .  I f  you h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s ,  p le a s e  fe e l
f r e e  to  c o n t a c t  me.

Si

D on a ld  R. L e h m a n n ,  M .D., A .B .F .P .  
C h a ir m a n ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n

DRLsbJ
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S u b j e c t  o f  m e e t i n g :
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