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MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 26, 1993

TO: Representative Cynthia Toohey, Co-Chair HESS Commi
Representative Con Bunde , Co-Chair HESS Committee

FROM: Representative Con Bunde, Co-Chair HESS Committee

RE: Sponsor statement HB 88 "An Act establishing May 1 as Family

Day and the month of May as Preservation of the Family
Month."

The purpose of HB £8 is to permanently designate a day and a month that
would focus attention on the family. By designating May 1 as Family Day,
and the month of May as Preservation of the Family Month our state will be
giving families the recognition and attention they deserve.

Families are the fiber that bind our society together, they are the core of our
way of life. Inevery way we, as a state, should support the family unit and
strengthen its position and standing. The passage of HB 88 is important to the
132,837 families in Alaska and to all the Alaskan families of the future.

Family Day, and Preservation of the Family Month have been introduced as a
bill to givs this day and this month a permanent spot in Alaska law. A
resolution, if introduced, would only bind this legislature to the extent that a
resolution am bind. Therefore, | urge the the passage of HB 88, as a
permanent meastore to focus awareness on the family.



"GiliC Viole
PROMPT Foundation, Inc.

PO BOX 22234

JUNEAU, AK 99802

I am requesting the passage of :his Bill.
This is why | believe that it is so important!

Today more than ever the institution of Family needs our individual and global
attention! Why? Because family is the core of the Society and when the institution
of family is falling apart, the whole Society is collapsing!

In my last twency-five years of observation and research in this country | have
noticed a gradual disintegration of the institution of family not only in the
United States of America, but in the whole world.

I urge each of us to pay our immediate attention to preservation of this very basic
and important institution in our Society by calling May-day on family and asking you
to call upon May 1st of each year as the "Family Day" and the month of May as the
"Preservation of the Family Month".

Family is where as children we all learn our basic and veryimportant positive
values such as loving, caring, sharing, and socializing.

In the last few decades the institution of family has been torn apart from outside
with poverty, unemployment, lack of proper medical care,suitable housing, prejudice,
ignorance, violence and a fast growing social disease called apathy; and from

inside family has been disrupted by lack of education, drugs, alcohol, physical,
sexual and psychological abuse, a total collapse of family time, communication and
above all a rapid growth in a philosophy of "I ism" and relf centeredness.

We can no longer indulge ourselves witn a constant demand for our rights when we are
not taking our obligations and responsibilities seriously as an individual within

our homes or communities, statps, country, and the whole world as one big family.

Inside each one of us there is a little unattended child who feels abondoned in

the spirit. This child desperately needs to be loved and to love; to be needed
and to do his/her part for the rest of the community, state, country, and.the
whole world as one big family in order to feel good and right in the self. Some

experts have called it a sense of belonging, some others have called ita sense of
purpose. What is important, is that we can no longer ignore these needs as we have
been paying a high price for neglecting them for a long time.

Let us set aside a day called "Family Day", May j.st of each year a May day to
remind ourselves of the seriousness of the situation; and in a such a day we try
to take time to celebrate the institution of family and focus on peace and
harmony within our homes, community, state, and countries as one big family.



A day chosen Co make a contribution and to do something good for our homes, family
members, a neighbor, or a fellow human being in order to rejuvenate our faith in
good and goodness, loving, caring and peace.

Therefore let us feel good about ourselves in doing such right things for others
and realizing how important and useful we can be to each other at heme, at work,
in our community, state, our country, and even in the world.

Because each one of us can make a difference no matter how little it may seem!
It is not for us to underestimate the good, misjudge the result and get discour-
aged, for together we can make a big difference.

Let us set a mark in history that it simply can be done; So, with ¢ little effort
from each one of us!

Let us set a whole month aside, as "Preservation of the Family Month", Month of

May in which flowers grow all overand spring is at its peak; and let us say to each
other at our homes or at our place of work, in our communities, and in our country,
or to a fellow human being on this plane*- of earth that we care as an individual,

as a group of people in a community, state or as a leading and peace loving nation,
about each other's health, stability and welfare.

Let us be a pioneer individual, community, state and nation in this peaceloving
effort for the sake of a better tomorrow for ourchildren.

Let our children and their generations after, to say; that it all began with a flash

of an idea, a spark of hope, little prayer, and combined efforts of these who cared!
And let us continue to care a little more and doa little more as an individualor
as a group, community, state, or nation, becauseit can simply be done!

So, let us give it our best effort during this selected day of May 1st, "Family Day",
and this dedicated Month of May as the "Preservation of the Family Month" to get
involved in doing a little extra; something good for each other from within our
homes, to the community, state, our country, and that of the whole world and light

a candle of hope and prayer for peace and bring some more goodness around us

begin a construction of a caring and loving home and a better world for our ct: cn
to live in; we certainly can not neglect this least effort for their best interest
as well as ours.

I sincerely urge you to pass this Bill.

Thank-you.

Massoud Shadzad, M.fl.
PROMPT Foundation, Inc.



StTtate or N ew Jersey

Executive Department

WHEREAS, May-Day is a call for help, alerting other* of distress and
danger; and

WHEREAS, the institution of the family has been in great danger of a
gradual disintegration for a long time and we need to pay our immediate
attention to it; and

WHEREAS, in the month of May we also celebrate Mothers Day, which
should remind us of the famous auotation, "The hand that rocks the cradle rocks
the world:, and we all agree on the impoidance ofthe parental role in any society
and the impact of a loving and caring family as the beat environment for the
healthy growth of our children; and

WHEREAS, fay 1st follows the month of April which is designated for
'Trevention of Child Abuse"; and

WHEREAS, May also represents early spring, growth of flowers and
rejuvenation ofplants, life and activities in nature again;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIM FLORIO,,Governor of the State ofNew Jersey,
do hereby proclaim

MAY, 1992
as
PRESERVATION OF THE FAMILY MONTH
in New Jersey, and encourage all citizens tojoin in this observance.
GIVEN, under my hand and the Great Seal
ofthe State ofNew Jersey, this
sixth day of May in the year
ofOur Lord one thousand nine
hundred and ninety-two and ofthe

t ?:-Vy Independence ofthe United States,
the two hundredLgnd sixteenth.
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TON, SECRETARY OF STATE
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A Proclamation

by
Gaslon Coperton
Covemor oflhe 6lqls of Weal Virginia

fanulv is the most important institution in any society. and it is where children learn
their base values and Ltie art. ¢f cwkabon: and.

the importance ofthe parental rcle mthe safe discipline cfour children tos very
Tell said In the famous quotation. 'The hand that rocks the cradle nocks the
Torid"; and.

n loving and caring lamily is the best environment fen the healthy gpovth cf cur
children: and.

it is lilting that official recognition be wren to the importance cf the preservation
of family loyalties and tics; and.

even the strongest cf Emilies face serious difficulties. and. on occasion, lace the
danger of disintegalicn. net only in the United Atales of America but also mthe
lorld: and.

families have been threatened by cutside facias such as violence end crime,
unemployment: lack of education, medical care and housing; poverty; drug abuse
and alcohol:

NOW. THEDOODE. Be it Gcaclved that I. Carter CBpertoa Governor oflhe Alate cf West
Virgina. do hereby prcciaim hfy 1993 as:

Preservation of Famly Month

m West Vir$rta and ercourage al dtfcens to Join In this observance.

INWIINISAA WHEREOF. | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the Abate cf
West Virgrua to be affaed.

DONE at the Capitol. Gly cf Charleston. Aisle cf West Vipgiua. this the Trenty-nmth day of
March, inthe year cf our Lord. One Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-Uo and in the Otve Hundred
Trenty-nmlh year of the State.

(jjp n M

GATON CAPO2TON
Covernor

By the Covemcr

AECDCTADY O f ATATT



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHELEAS,

WHEREAS,

HOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bill Clinton, Governor of the State

Fbcfc<ajgv™ llgihia mlx,ve tvhv

PROCL IATI O N

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME--GREETINGS:

The Institution of the family has been In
danger of a gradual disintegration for a long time

and we need to pay our immediate attention
and

We all agree on the Importance of the parental
role in ar./ society and the Impact of a loving and

caring family as the beat environment
healthy growth of our children; and

The family 1is the basic strength of any free

orderly society; and

It is appropriate to honor the family as a unit
essential to the continued well-being of the State

of Arkansas;

Arkansas, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1992,
PRESERVATION OF THE FAMILY MONTH

in Arkansas and urge all family members
together to strengthen their home 1life

devotion, Jlove, understanding and the enjoyment of

working and living as a family.
Bess WHKREg X
Tﬁ C@ ie 0 %ﬁ%ql
é i a y%pei %
ni u n

Xeteen ndred ni

WA e

SECRETARY OF STATE



O fficial Memorandum
State of Texas
O ffice of the Governor

The institution of the family has been in great danger of
gradual disintegration for a long time, and we need to pay
immediate attention to it.

In the month of Hay, we also celebrate Mother®s Day, which
should remind us of the famous quotation, "The hand that rocks
the cradle rocks the world.™ We all agree on the importance of
the parental role in any society and the impact of a loving and
caring family as the west environment for the healthy growth of
our children. *

Hay also represents early spring, growth of flowers and
rejuvenation of plants, life, and activities in nature.

For these reasons, May seems an appropriate time to
celebrate the strength and importance of families, 1in Texas and
around the world.

Therefore, I, Ann W. Richards, Governor of Texas, do hereby
proclaim the month of May, 1992, as:

PRBsBRVATIoH Of IHB FAKILT NORTH
in Texas and urge the

appropriate recognition
thereof.

In officii) recognition when icfetrjr iffbi my jlgnature this



STATE OF ALASKA

SVV.T

"Executive Erodatnation

by

W aitery. JLickgt, (governor

MAYDAY s | call for help, alerting others of distress and danger. The institution of the
family has been in great danger of gradual disintegration and we need to give immediate
attention to it.

During the month of May, we celebrate Mother's Day, which should remind us of the
famous quotation, "The hand that rocks the cradle rocks the world,” and we all agree on the
importance of (lie oar.,ital role in any society and the impact of a loving and caring family as
tltc best ei vironment for the healthy growth of our children. May also represents early
spring, growth of flowers, and rejuvenation of life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I. Walter J. Hickel, Governor of the State of Alaska do hereby
proclaim the month of May 1992 as:

PRESERVATION OF THE FAMILY AWARENESS
MONTH

in Alaska, and encourage all citizens to recognize the vital role family plays in our lives.

DATED- April 30, 1992

Done b\j_

Waltery. 'Jacket, governor

udto has atso authorized the seat
of the State ofAlaska

to he affi\cd to this procfamaiiott.



LOCAL

TI* 1lally Tidings - Monday, April 29, 1991 — Page 3

Family Day celebration set for Ashlang

Dy Monica Allcven
Or The Tidings

Saving the family from disin-
tegration is the mission behind an
Ashland-based foundation for the
prevention of domestic violence
and child abuse.

Massoutl Shadzad, 48, and
Sharon Shadzad, 40, arc cam-
paigning for a statewide Family
Day on May I, and they’re plan-
ning a second annual Family Day
celebration in Ashland on
Wednesday.

Tlic celebration will be from 1
to 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Lilhia
Park bnndslicll. The Rogue
Dtiflcrs will pcrfot n counlry-
wcslern music beginn.ng at 2:30
p.m. People arc invited to bring
picnics, friends, family and
children.

The Shadzads arc founders of
Problem Resolving and Manage-
ment Team Foundation, Inc.
(PROMPT), a non-profit or-
ganization for the prevention of
child abuse and domestic,
violence.

Since its inception about two
years ago. the foundation has
secured proclamations hom the
counties of Jackson, Josephine,
Malheur and Baker designating
May 1as "Family Day" and the
month ol May as "Preservation of
the Family Month.”

Even though the week of Nov.
18 24 has been designated family
week on anational basis, May Day
calls for imntcdiai. alienlion, and
letters arc being sent to state
governors, Congress and Prcsi-

Massouri Shaclz-ari and Sharon Slindzad are foun

Stiff PhAbJ Monica Allfven
ers or

I'THOMI'J", which will hold Family Day in Lilhia I’ark on

Wednesday.

natc a national Family Day on a
primancnl basis, he said. Even-
tually, they would like to make it
an international day.

Ilie couple say the family as an
institution has disintegrated and
requires immediate attention be-
cause of pinhlcms associated with
drugs, unemployment, violence,
hoinciessncss, physical and vcibal
abuse and child abuse.

"W e pay attention to oilier in-
stitutions in society, and family as
an institution has been ignored,”

Massoud Shadzad said. "As far as
1 r-nm-ntiip,1 if it,,- funitv f'lU

apart, the whole soricty will fall
apart and that’s what's
happening."

May Day was chosen for Fami-
ly Day because "mayday" is a
call lor help. Mother’s Day is
celebrated in May, and May fol-
lows April, which is designated
the muni!- lor child abuse preven-
tion. Plus. May | is Law Day, and
spring symboli/c.s a lime for
regrowib.

"Basically, it's to lake a look at
what's important to us in our
life," lie said.

'lhc No. 1cause of child abuse
< \(ur 1 1-:M>

home hom the workplace, he said.
"The mosi important thing that |
would suggest for parents to do is
never, never discipline children
when they arc angry,” he said.
"Just to walk away, take time
out."

Giildrcn need to be taught that
violence is not okay. "W e should
stop entertaining ourselves with
violence," lie said. By tuning into
television programs dial portray
violence, "we’re getting addicted
to violence."

One of PROMPT Sprimary ob-
jectives is to get cili7.cn and com-

munity involvement. A member-
ship drive is just getting under-
way, and a new board of directors
is being organized. The goal is to
have si>; to 12 members, including
n husband and wife team and a
youlJi representative who must be
at least 18 years old.

Plans call for an education and
prevention center and a team of
mobile professionals to some day
travel around the country giving
lectures and seminars.

PROMPT would like to or-
ganize seminars this year on s'.css
management, coping with anger
and oilier topics, and diey’re look-
ing for volunteers to help with the
organization. Por more informa-

"lion, call 482-7772.

I lie. couple will celebrate their
lirr.| wedding anniversary on May
1. "Believe me, we have our
shares, loo," lie said, referring to
their five children. "They leach
e.is."”

"It's a continual
nrorrss." she added.

learning
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As&land, Oregon

County celebrates Family Day

Koren l.eishman
oflhe Siskiyou ztafj

May 1 marked the second
annual Family Day in Jackson
Counry. The band's music rang
out. ihc children played, and
families gathered in Lilhia Park
to kick cfT the ?rc?cr~-'3tinn of
Family Monih.

Massoud and  Sharon
Shadzad. the founders of
PROMPT, the nonprofit
organization responsible for the
creadon of Family Day, said the
celebration was a "great
success.” According to
Massoud. 30 to 50 men, Wwomen
and children participated in the
day long celebration.

The focus of PROMPT,
problem resolving and/or
management program team, is
the prevention of child abuse
and family violence.

Massoud said he chose May
I. the traditional Mayday, as a
"sign of danger."

"Mayday calls attention to
those families in a tir.e of
crisis.” said Sharon.

Massoud said he believes
"family is the core to society
and if family falls apart, society
falls apart.”

"A dysfunctional family is a
sign of a dysfunctional society,"
he said.

According to Massoud, the
institution of family is critically
"disrupted by inside and outside
threats." He said these threats
include: poverty, un-
employment, homclcssncss,
lack of medical care, drug
abuse, violence, and alcohou

"As a scholar | am
disappointed because ihc issue

nf doacstic violence and child
abuse has been nothing hut n
polisiaJ football game among
poliadins. These issues have
not tern given (he political
priority that they deserve."

Ma™oud said he has been
mnaMe to successfully call
attesiien to the need for a
Famrfy Day with the Oregon
legiiaure and Gov. Barbara
Robaa. As a result, * lassoud
and Sharon have approached
local amnty governments with
PROMPTS proclamation for a
FamiyDay.

“Rare succeeding, and we
are mgoing to quit." Massoud
said.

Asof this May. Massoud and
ShaiM'j efforts have been
succafaL Six counties, Baker,
CbMalheur. Tillamook.
Wucfc, and Yamhill, have

passed proclamations to
observe May | as Family Day,
and the month of May as the
Preservation of Family Month.

Although Nov. 18 through
24 is nationally observed as
family week, the mission of
PROMPT is to designate a
-mtirnnl FamM'v Cay on 3
permanent basts. Eventually,
Massoud said they will strive
for international observance.

According to Massoud,
PROMPT is "already looking
forward to, and planning,
1992*5 Family Day."

He said he believes "the
1990s is the decade of
involvement." The PROMPT
organization is looking for
voluntcen as the organization
continues to grow, said
Maswud.

May 9, 1991

Family Day arrives
Jackson County residents
gathered in Lilhia Park to
kick o(T Preservation of the

Family Month.
See page 3
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Family Day in the park

May Day in Ashland was also Family Day at the Lilhia Park
imdshcll, sponsored by the PROMPT Foundation, a local group
edicated to the prevention of domestic violence and child abuse.
Jamout at the park was light, but those who did attend enjoyed live

lusic and folk dancing. In photo above. Chelsea Winner, 4. and her
an *m w"t]fop r ~ MinH w*

Chelsea is the daughter of Nathan and Devin Winner of Mcdfor.
PROMPT stands for Problem Resolving and/or Managemcn
Program Team, and is led by Massoud Shadzad. The group is callin
for designation of May 1 as a national Family Day holiday to focu

attention to the "great danger of a gradual disintegration” <=
ftm <



Subject of meeting:

SENATE HESS HB 38 - MAY 1 IS FAMILY DAY/MAY IS FAMILY
MONTH

J March 17, 1993

Official Business

PLEASE PRINT! o veU WaNT
NAME ADDRESS  (uaiLinG) & 1Ip) PHONE REPRESENTING TO TESTIFY?





