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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 339 -  Relating to the Use of Historical Documents

*

The proposed bill relating to the use of historical documents in 
public schools is enabling legislation. It is best described as an 
academic freedom measure. It clarifies that original source documents 
of American history may be used to teach children about American 
history in our schools regardless of their content-even though that 
content may, at times, be explicitly religious.

The establishment clause in both the federal and Alaska 
constitutions was not intended to hinder children's knowledge of the 
role of religion in the life of our state and nation. The Supreme Court 
of the United States affirmed this in Abington v. Schempp and other 
decisions. Yet the history textbooks now used in our schools often omit 
religious references in relating the history of our country. Also, 
teachers and administrators are sometimes hesitant to use documents 
such as the Mayflower Compact for fear of violating the constitutional 
and statutory prohibitions against advocating religious belief.

The legislature has a duty to ensure that an atmosphere of 
academic freedom prevails in our public schools and that an anti- 
religio as bias does not develop to hinder school children's 
understanding of their regional and national heritage. HB 339 will 
protect teachers who supplement their history classes with primary 
source documents. HB 339 will allow students to be exposed more 
broadly to the primary source material for United States history.
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CSHB 339(JUD) 
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

"An Act relating to the use of 
historical documents in public schools; 
and providing for an effective date."

Section 1.

Amends AS 14.03.090 by adding a sentence 
clarifying that the use of historical documents is not 
prohibited when the documents are used as part of 
the curriculum.

Section 2.

Provides that the Act takes effect immediately.
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DtVlSION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O  R A N D U M March 7, 1994

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Definition of "historical document" - (CSHB 339(JUD))

Representative Brian Porter /
/ / ,  , , 11 

Michael F Ford / •  /
Legislative Counsel

You have asked if the attached work draft should also contain a definition of the 
term "historical document". While you can include a definition, a definition is not 
required. In the context of CSHB 339(Jud) I believe the term "historical document" 
would be clear without adding a definition. As presently defined in HB 339, the 
definition is really a list of examples and does not limit the use of the term to certain 
documents. It is usually preferable to omit a definition unless the intent is to limit 
the commonly accepted use of the term.

Please contact me if you have further questions.

MFF:gc
94-175.glc

Attachment
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HB 339 NO  CENSORSHIP: 
AM ER ICAN  HISTORY DOCUMENTS

The estab lishm en t c lause in the F irst Am endm ent to the United States co n stitu tio n  wh ich  
provided the model for A rtic le I, section 4 o f A laska's constitu tion , w as not in tended  to h inder 
ch ild ren 's know ledge of the ro le of re lig ion  in the life of our state and  nation . The Supreme 
C ourt of the United States a ffirm ed th is in Abi.ipton v. Sdwmpp, 374 US 203.

Justice C la rk , in the n in ion o f the Court, w rote:

We agree of course that the State m ay not estab lish  a "re lig ion  oi se cu la r ism " in 
the sense of a ff irm a tive ly  opposing or show in g  hostility to re lig ion , th u s 
"p re fe rr in g  those w ho  be lieve in no re lig ion over those w ho  do be lie ve " (374 US 
at 225).

The place o f re lig ion in  ou r society is an exalted one, ach ieved th rough  a long 
trad ition  o f reliance on the home, the church  and the in v io lab le  c itade l of the 
in d iv id u a l heart and m ind . We have come to recognize th rough  b itte r experience 
that it is no t w ith in  the power of governm en t to in vade  that c itade l, w h e th e r its 
purpose or effect is to oppose, to advance or retard. In the re la tion sh ip  betw een 
man and re lig ion , the Stale is firm ly  comm itted to a position of n eu tra lity . 
Though  the app lication o f that ru le requ ires in terp retation o i a de lica te sort, the 
ru le  itse lf is c learly and concise ly stated in  the w o rds o f the F irst Am endm ent 
(374 US at 226).

ju s t ic e  B rennan, in a separate con cu rrin g  op in ion , wrote:

The ho ld in g  of the C ourt today p la in ly  does not foreclose teach ing  about the Ho ly 
Scrip tures or about the d iffe rences between re lig ious sects in c lasses in  lite ra tu re  
or h isto ry . Indeed , w he th e r or not the Bible is in vo lved , it w o u ld  be im possib le 
to teach m ean in g fu lly  m any sub je c ts in the social sciences or the hum an itie s 
w ith o u t some mention o f re lig ion . . . . Any attempt to impose rig id lim its upon 
the m ention of God or references to the Bible in the classroom  w ou ld  be fraugh t 
w ith  dangers (37-1 US at 300).



THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT
(tfoo)

tfrom  :tie History of Plymouth f’famsricn ~crj Willisr: fi«df=xd 0$!JR-iSs7}, 
texiid jjavsroor sf Plymouth.]

IN  the name of God, Am en, W e, whose nsmes are underw ritten , 
the loyal subjects of ou r dread sovereigne Lord, K in g  James, by 
the grace of God, o f G reat Britain*, France, anti Ire land k ing, 

defender o f the fa ith , etc., hav ing undertaken, for the g lo ry o f God, 
and advancement of the Christian fa ith , and honour o f our k ing  
and country, a voyage to p lan t the first colony in tlie  N orthcrne pans 
o f V irg in ia , doe, by these presents, solemnly and m u tua lly  in the 
presence o f God, and one o f another, covenant and combine our­
selves together into a c lv il l body po litick , for our better ordering and 
preservation and furtherance o f the ends aforesaid; and by v irtue 
hereof to enacte, constitute, and frame such ju st and equa ll law s, 
ordinances, acts, constit ions, and offices, from tim e to tim e, as 
sha ll be thought most meete and convenient for d ie generall good 
o f the Colonie unto wh ich  w c  promise a ll due subm ission and 
obedience. In  w itness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our 
names at Cap-Codd the 1 1 . o f November, in the year o f the raigne of 
our sovereigne lord, K in g  James, o f Eng land , France, and Ire land , 
the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifue-fuurdr. Anno, Dom . 1 6 2 0 ,
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TH IS, TH EN, is the condition of the world and the natzon (he last two weeks of April, 1739. Imagine 
yourself, i f  you will, os a thoughtful Washington, silting doum in your quiet study at Mount Vernon to pre­
pare an address you must deliver April 30th :n New York City. Although you have been almost us adept 
with the pen as with the sword, sliil it comes hard, this address, and during ihe trip from Mount Vernon 
to New York with wildly cheering crowds along the way you cannot help but feel uneasy over its recep­
tion. Indeed, when you reach New Yorkyou discard your original address, and with the aid oj James Madison 
prepare a much shorter message. Ajhr the oath o f office has been administered to you by Chancellor Robert 
R, Livingston o f N ew  York, on the balcony of Federal H all you listen to the thirteen-gun salute from the 
harbor as the Stars and Stripes are raised, acknowledge the adulation oj the crowd, and retire to the Senate 
Chamber, where you. take your seal :intil ihe Chamber has settled down. Now the entire Chamber looks 
toward you as you stand, settle your dark brown coat on your shoulders, adjust your spectacles nervously, 
and begin to speak in a low voice the words yon have so painstaking rewritten ....

George Washingtono  o
[1739-1793]
FIRST INAUGURAL .ADDRESS, APRIL 30. 1789 
Federal Hall, New York, N.Y,

Fellow- Cidrjms of the Senate and o f  the House of Riprescntatiaes:
Among the vicissitudes incident :o life no event could have filled 

me with greater anxieties than that of which the notification was 
transm itted by your order, and  received on the 14th day of the 
present month. O n  the one hand , I was summoned by my country, 
whose voice I can never hear but with veneration and  love, from a 
retreat which I had  duosen wjth the fondest predilection, and, in my 
flattering hopes, w ith an im m utable decision, as the asylum of mv 
declining years—a  retreat which was rendered every day more 
necessary as well as more dear to me by the addition of habit to 
inc'inauon, and o f frequent interruptions in my health to the grad­
ual waste committed on it by time. O n the other hand, the magni­
tude and difficulty o f the trust to which the voice of rny country 
called me, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most experi­
enced o f her citizens a  distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications, 
could not but overwhelm with despondence one who (inheriting 
inferior endow ments from nature and 'an practiced in the duties of 
civil adm inistration) ought to be pecuiiariy conscious of his own 
deficiencies. In  this condicc of emotions all I dare aver is th a t i t  has 
been my faithful study to collect my duty  from a ju st appreciation 
of every eircun stance by which it might be affected. All I dare hope 
is that if, in executing this task, I have been too much swayed by a 
grateful rem em brance of former instances, or by an  affectionate 
sensibility to this transcendent proof of the confidence of m y feilow- 
dtizens, and  have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well 
as disinclination for the weighty and untried cares before me, my 
error will be palliated by the motives which mislead me, and its 
consequences be judged  by my country with some share of die 
partiality in which they originated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to 
the public summons, repaired oo the present station, it would be 
peculiarly im proper to omit in this first official act m y fervent 
supplications to th a t  Alm ighty Being who rules over the universe,

'J.'as O'2 "  la tt .'.ltd 'Jscigr.cd 
200 pounds. .'/mu. houeter, d t j r  the drain 
o f  long yetsn at w ar uses beginning ’o till  
nn Aim— oj tie rm tny mention:!/ >/i hif 
opening remans.

W ojaiugtto fi l 'S a zv  Ihe young nation1! 
iiffku ihes. He didst'! fee l quite so much at 
dome in a statesman's rote S I presidenl. He 

fe.it better as commander in chief. 3 u i  re 
eoidentty belicoed lJuil by appealing la his 
colleagues, he could elim inate a good deni 
o f  the internal friction that w as teen Chen 
becoming enideat. T h is  fr ic tiu n  was even­
tually to cause the dissolution o f'.h i Fea- 
reatist patty, o f which Washington m at a 
member.

PI



The thought in this passage would occur 
repeatedly throughout the odds erst: o f  
Washington's roccenors. out uvula itldom 
be expressed rut ill the eloquence xanmanatd 
by Wcsc/unglon.

The ''future blessings" to uviuh WacJnng- 
Ion referred were noil lust sight o f  hi the. 
tthrin Of party o tckam g that began as the 
new government was seated— o nenetop- 
uient o f  which  IVatninglon war evidently 
not insensible, juaging s v  she appeal m the 
neat segment o f  h i: address.

W ashington h er• revea led  the meat o f  his 
m enage: "party animosities." H is  aux a 
blunt revues: :a the members o f  Congress 
'Mr. a w ould  he directing o f  airs o f gen Con­
ner,I -aider k ts  leadership. But this appeal 
w as soon to l-e forgotten, os u  Becam e plazn 
that the young gootm m nii teas stranger 
then wen its creators suspected. Political 
office was fou n d  to offer unforeseen rewards 
besides those o f  "public prospect and felic­
i ty " — * (W u r th  fa r  which mi sacrifice was 
apparently too great fo r  the umruiious.

In  th is passage, which begins with the 
words “the tncred fire  o f  liberty,"  Wash­
ington's eloquence reached its peak.

who presides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids 
can supply every human defect, that His benediction m ay consecrate 
to the liberties and happiness of chc people of the U nited  States a 
Government instituted by themselves tor dtcse essential purposes, 
and may enable every instrum ent em ployed in its adm inistration 
to execute with success the functions allotted to his charge. In  ten­
dering this homage to the G reat Author of every public an d  private 
good. I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments nr>c less diati 
my own. nor those of my felluw-citizcns a t large leas th an  either. 
No people can be bound to acknowledge and  adcre the  Invisible 
H and which conducts the affairs of men m ore than  those of the 
United States. Every step by which they have advanced to the 
character of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished 
by some token of providential agency; and in. the im portan t revolu­
tion just accomplished in the system of their un ited  eovernrr.em the 
tranquii deliberauom and voluntary consent o f so m any distinct 
communities from which the event has resulted can not be compared 
with the means by which most governments have been established 
without some return of pious gratitude, along with an  hum ble 
anticipation of die future blessings which the past seem to presage. 
These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, have forced them­
selves too strongly on my m ind to be suppressed. You will join with 
me, I trust, in thinking th a t there are none u n d er the influence of 
which the proceedings of a new and  tree governm ent can mors 
auspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive d ep a rtm en t it is made 
the duty of the President -1to recommend to your consideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” T he circum ­
stances under which I now meet you will acquit m e from entering 
into chat subject further than  to refer to the  great constitutional 
charter ’under which you are assembled, and which, in denning your 
powers, designates the objects to which your attention is to be 
given. I t will be more consistent with those circum stances, and  far 
more congenial with the feeling3 which ac tua te  me, to substitute, 
in place of a recom m endation of p articu lar measures, the tribute 
that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and  the patriotism  which 
adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt them . In diesc 
honorable qualifications I behold the surest pledges that 3s on one 
side no local prejudices or attachm ents, no separate views n o r party 
animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive an d  equal eye which 
ought to watch over this great assemblage o f com m unities and 
interests, so, on another, tha t the foundation of our na tio ra l policy 
will he laid in the pure and im m utable principles o f private m or­
ality, and the preeminence of free governm ent be exem plified by 
all the attributes which can win the affections of its citizens and 
command die respect of the world. J dwell on this prospect with 
every satisfaction which an ardent love for my country can inspire, 
since there is no truth more thoroughly established than  th a t there 
exists in the economy ar.d course of natu re  an  indissoluble union 
between virtue and happiness; between duty and  advantage; be­
tween the genuine maxima of an honeat and m agnanim ous policy 
and the solid rewards of public prosperity a n d  fc lid ty ; since we 
ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven 
can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal ruies 
of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and  since the 
preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the 
republican inodd of government are justly  considered, perhaps, as
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itcply, as f.nutly , staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of 
the Am erican people.

Besides the ordinary objects subm itted  to your care, it will 
remain w ith your judgm ent to decide how far an exercise of the 
occasional power dclcgaced by the fifth article of the Constitution 
is rendered expedient at the present junctu re  by the nature of 
objections which have been urged against the system, or by the 
degree of inquietude which has given birth to them, instead of 
undertak in g  particu lar recom m endations on this subject, in which 
I could be guided by no lights derived from official opportunides. I 
shall again  give way to my entire confidence in your discernment 
and pursu it of the public good: for I assure myself that whilst vou 
carefully avoid ever/- alteration which m ight endanger the benefits 
of an  un ited  and elfective government, or which ought to awair die 
future lessons of experience, a reverence for the characteristic rights 
of freem en and a regard for the public harmony will sufficiently 
influence your deliberations on the question how far the former can 
be im pregnably fortified or the latter be safely and advantageously 
prom oted.

To the foregoing observations I have one to add, which will be 
most properly addressed to the House of Representatives. It con­
cerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. W hen 1 was 
first honored  with 1  call into the service o f  my country, then cn the 
eve of an  arduous smuggle for its Liberties, the light in which I 
concemplacec my duty required that I should renounce every pecu­
niary compensation. From this resolution I here  in no instance 
departed: and  being scill under the impressions which produced it. 
I must decline as inapplicable to myself any snare in che personal 
em olum ents which m ay be indispensably included in a perm anent 
provision for the executive departm ent, and must accordingly pray 
that the pecuniary estimates for the station in which T am  placed 
may du ring  my continuance in it be lim ited to such actual expendi­
tures as the  public good m ay be thought to require.

H aving  thus im parted  co you my sentim ents as they have been 
aw akened by the occasion which bring.' us together. I shall take my 
present leave; b u t not without resorting once more to the benign 
Parent of the H um an Race in humble supplication that, since He 
has been pleased to favor the American people with opportunities 
for deliberating  in perfect tranquillity, and  dispositions for deciding 
with unparalleled  unanim ity on a form of governm ent for the 
security of their union and the advancem ent of their happiness, so 
His divine blessing m ay be equally conspicuous in the enlarged views, 
the cem pcrate consultations, and the wise measures on which che 
success of this Government muse depend.

In i t i  reference :» the f i j lh  article f  the 
Constitution. ichtth  provides ja r  proposal it  
CV.nnimtlffHol sm endnm us, Washington 
icia: attem pting I) divert rash action on the 
par! i f  party oalhfnas, U whom thr <Xil- 
sntiMiin u/at s till an imperfect instrument. 
Federalist party leaders had staled their ar­
m s  for G mstitutionnl ■.hanger, and Wash­
ington mas plainly di;pictueii

H ire .njnifi W a s h in g to n  made a n  indirect 
yet nonetheless fra n k  appeal to those :i/:ia 
mould 'oar.e political office 1 r.enns o f  ft- 
eessinr 'pertonai emoluments."

A t the dose o f  h u  address Washington 
a n u  mure stressed o desire fo r  ‘'enlarged 
views . temperate consultations, a n a ... 
has* iota su n s"  instead o f  acts o f  personal 

rent'icsmenL A noble appeal, it  f e l l  on 
h a t  ear:— as Washington mas sum  lo dis- 
cover s/tun ideals tan headlong into reality.

f5]
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ALASKA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

November 8, 1955 

FIRST DAY
Processional

Presentation of the Colors

GOVERNOR 3. FRANK HEINTZLEMAN: The hour appointed by the
Alaska Territorial Legislature having arrived for the convening 
of the Alaska Constitutional Convention, I do accordingly, as 
Governor of this Territory, call the Convention to order. It 
is appropriate that those to whom so much has been entrusted by 
our voters call upon God for the guidance at the outset of 
their tasic. It is my privilege at this time to present the 
Reverend Roy Ahmoagak of Wainwright, Alaska, who will offer 
an invocatory prayer.

THE REVEREND ROY AKMOAGAK: Let us unite in prayer. Almighty
and Everlasting God, who by Thy providence didst lead our fore­
fathers to this good land wherein they found liberty and free­
dom to worship Thee, we beseech Thee ever to guide our nation 
in the way of*Thy truth and peace so that we may never fail 
in the blessing which Thou has promised to that people whose 
God is the Lord. Grant, we beseech Thee, unto our Governor, 
and to those men who sit with him in authority, Thy gracious 
presence and blessing. Enlighten them with wisdom from above 
and especially in establishing our Constitution. May we ever 
seek to comply with Thy requirements, and what does the Lord 
require of you but "to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with Thy God." Deliver us, our Father from 
error, pride and prejudice, and so order all these doings here 
that Thy kingdom may be advanced. Hear this our prayer, 0 God, 
and may what is accomplished in these meetings be in accordance 
with Thy Holy will. For we ask these things in the name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

MCNEALY: I move, "RESOLVED that the reading of the certifi­
cate of election of the respective delegates be dispensed 
with and that the certificate of the Secretary of Alaska as 
to their election be accepted in lieu thereof.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that each delegate who has answered the 
roll call and whose name appears on the certificate of the 
Secretary of Alaska take and subscribe an oath or affirmation 
of office to be administered by the Honorable Vernon D. Forbes, 
Judge of the United States District Court of Alaska, Fourth 
Division, and that each delegate so sworn shall be deemed to 
have been duly seated." I ask unanimous consent.

GOVERNOR HEINTZLEMAN: I thank you. Without objection it is
so ordered. Pursuant to the authority invested to me as Gov­
ernor of the Territory, I would now like to appoint Mr. John B. 
Hall, Clerk of the Court, Fourth Division, to act as the
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ALASKA C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  CONVENTION

November 9 j 1955 

SECOND DAY

PRESIDENT PRO-TEM, MILDRED HERMANN: The second session of the
Alaska Constitutional Convention will come to order. We will 
have the roil call by the Secretary.

(Mr. John Hail called the roll.)

MR. KALL: Madam President, all fifty-five delegates are present
exceDting Frank Psratrovich who did not answer to his name.

MRS. HERMANN: This is the time and place set for a special
order of business to hear an address by the keynote speaker 
for the Convention. I would like to appoint Mr. Hellenthal, 
Mr. Sundborg and Mrs. Noraale who will escort the speaker to 
the rostrum.

(Dr. Gruening was escorted to the rostrum at this time.) 
(applause)

MRS. HERMANN: Before we proceed with the address,, I shall ask
the Reverend Londborg to give the invocation.

LONDBORG: Let us pray. Almighty God, for whom we move and
have our being, we stand before you this moment with bowed 
heads and humble hearts, realizing the responsibility that is 
ours as citizens and servants of this great potential State of 
Alaska. As Delegates to this Constitutional Convention we 
are aware of the need for divine guidance and wisdom. It is 
our prayer that this document we have been delegated to prepare 
will be one that will provide for ea.ual liberty and justice 
for all peoples of Alaska, one that will stand the test of 
time and posterity and above all one that will bring honoi to 
Thy holy name. We pray for Thy guidance in all of our busi­
ness, that it may be conducted In a true spirit of brotherly 
love as taught by Christ, in order that we may make the most 
of the opportunity and challenge that is ours. We would pray 
as Solomon of old, "0 Lord God, give us now wisdom and knowl­
edge to do the task we have been called to do, for who can do 
this task that is so great." In Thy Holy Name we pray. Amen.

MRS. HERMANN: Yesterday when I was elected to be your tempor­
ary president, I felt both proud and humble. I am a little 
bit afraid I might not know how to say the right thing at the 
right time, but very proud that the Convention itself had 
thought that I could. It was not until later in the afternoon 
that it penetrated my befuddled intelligence, which had been 
Jolted Into something of a coma by my unexpected election, that 
I had still another reason to be proud to be your temporary 
chairman. It gave me the opportunity to introduce che keynote



PRESIDENT EGAN: A quorum is present. The Convention will
please stand while Reverend Armstrong comes forward to give 
the daily invocation.

ARMSTRONG: Let us bow in prayer. Almighty Father, who hath
placed in our hands the lives of our fellow Alaskans, bring 
us to this Convention as delegates in their behalf. Continue 
to bring Thy spirit of wisdom upon us. Thou dost know that 
we will differ from one another as we search f’or true precepts 
or the great land. Thou dost know how our voices will rise 
as champions of ideals we hold eternal. Father, keep the good 
pace of brotherhood within us as we have started on this 
journey, and impose Thy will when we fall to surrender. De-

wrong when it is bred in selfishness, anger and sectional­
ism, and 0 God, our Father, we pray Thee of all to be our 
constant guide. In Jesus' holy name, amen.

PRESIDENT EGAN: The Secretary will read the minutes of yes­
terday's meeting. Mr. Johnson?

Mr. President, in order to expedite the proceedings,
I move the reading of minutes of yesterday's session be dis­
pensed with. I ai.-k unanimous consent.

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Johnson moves and asks unanimous consent
that the minutes of yesterday's meeting be dispensed with.
Is there objection? Hearing no objection, it is 30 ordered.
Mr. McNealy?

MCNEALY: In view of the developments since yesterday's
nominations for Secretary of this Convention, and at the 
request of Mrs. Alexander, I wish to withdraw her name which 
was placed in nomination by me.

PRESIDENT EGAN: Do you put that in the form of a motion, Mr.
McNealy?

MCNEALY: I so move Mr. President and asic unanimous consent
of the body.

ALASKA C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  CONVENTION

November 10, 1955 

THIRD DAY

PRESIDENT EGAN: The Convention will come to order and the
Secretary will call the roll. (10 a.m.)

(Mr. John Kail called the roll at this time.)

MR. JOHN HALL: Mr. President, I find that all delegates are
sent excepting Frank Peratrovich who has not yet appeared,



M a r c h  4, 1994
Brian Porter, Chairman 
Mouse Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Porter,

As a twenty year educator and currently a member of the Alaska State Board of 
Education, i am writing in support of Mouse Bill 339. American history 
documents which once were routinely included in high school history textbooks 
have all but disappeared. As a teacher, I recognize the importance of having my 
students read and discover for themselves the content of primary source 
documents. Their educational experience and consequently their knowledge of 
American history, will be less than complete if they do not get this exposure.

House Bill 339 would make it clear that merely supplying historical documents to 
a teachers class cannot be considered the advocation of a religious position, ft 
seems ridiculous that we would have to pass a law like this, but it may be 
necessary lo clarify for teachers that we are free to do this without fear of 
jeopardizing either our jobs or our school's funding. As I understand the bill, It 
would not allow a teacher to use a historical document as a platform for 
advocating a religious position. The teacher who does so would still be in 
violation of the law. But House Bill 339 would provide a degree of comfort that 
we teachers do not currently enjoy regarding the use of historical documents.

I urge you and your fellow legislators to expedite the passage of this bill. Thank 
you for giving It hearing in your committee.

19844 Fairmount Cr. 
Eagle River, Ak. 99577



To: Whom It May Concern 4 ^ 2 2  k - ,i~ ' .^ A ~  y .

Re: HB 339

I want to go on record in support of HB339. An Act relating to the use in public schools of 
historical documents.

Education has been a large part of my life. I received my elementary and secondary 
education in the public schools of Osawatomie. KS (G'49). My undergraduate work led to 
degrees from private colleges in Colorado and Kansas. I have a master’s degree from UAA 
and other araduate work from North Carolina and Alaskan universities.

I began my teaching career in 195” in a public school of Kansas and have taught in public 
and pnvate schools from grade three to twelve and in private colleges. I have served in 
Kansas, California, North Carolina, and Alaska. I first served in .Alaska at West 
Anchorage High and was on the founding faculty of Dimond High in Anchorage. I have 
been a teacher for the state correspondence school since 1988.

Most of my teaching has been at the high school level in American (U.S.) History. Civics, 
and Government. My students have always been exposed to and most have learned to 
appreciate the foundations of our political system as established by the major documents of 
our history. These documents include the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the 
Mayflower Compact, various colonial charters, the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution and the amendments, and the Federalist papers. In historv. we also 
incorporate major speeches, legislation and court decisions

It is only in response to the recent assault upon every public reference to Deity that such 
legislation is deemed necessary. Our teachers and administrators may need the protection 
herein provided against malicious actions or subtle threats. Our students are worthy of 
receiving a frill understanding of our national heritage. We dare not allow the denial of 
these truths we hold self evident. Remember the next?" All men are created equal and are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights" among which is assumed the 
richt to studv our historical documents in their enuretv.

W  f  .

I URGE THE TIMELY AND POSITIVE ACTION ON RB339. PASS IT ON! 

Respectfully yours for Alaskan youth,




