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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H B  3

H B  3, A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p u b l i c  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  r e s t r i c t s  the 
a b i l i t y  o f  a h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  t o  a s s u m e  p o w e r  of  a t t o r n e y  and 
r e q u i r e s  c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  o n  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i d i n g  
h o m e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  p a i d  f o r  b y  p u b l i c  f u n d s  f o r  a n  e l d e r l y  or 
d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n .

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  s o m e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  e l d e r l y  a n d  d i s a b l e d  
p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  c a r e ;  t h e s e  g r o u p s  are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a b u s e  b e c a u s e  o f  age, i l l n e s s ,  
d i s a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a l o n e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  w i t h  a 
c a r e g i v e r .

It is i m p o r t a n t  t o  t a k e  t h e s e  s t e p s  now, w h i l e  A l a s k a  is o n  the  
b r i n k  o f  a n  e x p l o s i o n  in h o m e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s .  O u r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  
p o p u l a t i o n  is r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  
a p p r o v a l  f o r  a M e d i c a i d  W a i v e r  t o  p r o v i d e  h o m e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  
s e r v i c e s  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  C n e e  the 
M e d i c a i d  W a i v e r  is e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  t h e r e  is a p a y m e n t  s y s t e m  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e x p a n d e d  h o m e  b a s e d  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  h o m e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  
i n d u s t r y  w i l l  s e e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  - as it h a s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h i s  
b i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  o n  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  p a i d  
t h r o u g h  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  g r a n t s ,  a n d  r e s p i t e  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r s  p a i d  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s .

A n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  is t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  is r e q u i r e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
i d e n t i f y i n g  a c t i o n s  t o  b e  t a k e n  u p o n  r e p o r t s  o f  h a r m  b y  a h o m e  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r ;  it a l s o  p r o t e c t s  t h e  d u e  p r o c e s s  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r .  
M y  c o m p a n i o n  b ill, H B  4, p r o v i d e s  t h a t  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a p e r s o n  
l i c e n s e d ,  c e r t i f i e d  o r  r e g u l a t e d  b y  a b o a r d  o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
C o m m e r c e ,  f o r  a b u s e  of  a n  e l d e r l y  o r  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n  m a y  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  g r o u n d  f o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s  o r  s a n c t i o n s .

I t h i n k  t h i s  b i l l  is b o t h  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  t i m e l y  a n d  u r g e  y o u r  
s u p p o r t .
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F IS C A L  N O T E
STATE O F ALASKA BILL NO. HB 3
1993 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSIO N

Revision Date; M arch  31, 1993 Dept. Affected; H e a lth  and  S ocial Serv ices
Title: "A n  ac t re la tin g  to Pub lic  H orae P roviders" BRU: F am ilv  an d  Y o u th  Services

C om ponent: C en tra l O ffice
Sponsor: R ep re sen ta tiv e  M ackie, U lm er
Requestor: R e p re se n ta tiv e  M ackie C O M P O N E N T  SERIAL NO. 259

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s : (Thousands of Doliars)
O P E R A T IN G FY94 | FY95 I FY96 I FY97 I FY98 I FY99
PERSONAL SERVICES I I I I I
TRAVEL I I I I i I
CONTRACTUAL 15.0 I I | | | |
SUPPLIES I I I I I I
EQUIPMENT I I I I I I
LAND & STRUCTURES I I I I I
GRANTS, CLAIMS I I I I I I
MISCELLANEOUS I I I I I I
TOTAL OPERATING 15.0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I

CAPITAL 1 1 1 1 I I I

REVENUE FUND SO U R C E I I I I I I

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts I I I ! I
1003 GF Match i I I I • I
1004 GF 15.0 I I I | I
1005 GF/Prcgram Receipts I I I I I
1006 GF/MHTIA I I I I I I
Other I I I I I I
TOTAL I 15 .0  I 0 . 0 1 0 . 0 1 0 . 0 1 0 .0 !  0 . 0 1

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME I I I I I !
-ART-TIME I I I
TEMPORARY I I I i I

Estim ate of current y e a r (FY 93) im pact: N one

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Section 2 of this bill requires that the Departm ent develop regulations on circumstances requiring reassignment, 
suspension, or termination of a home care provider alleged to have perpetrated harm and on the appeal rights and due 
process for such an individual. Section 9 requires thatthe regulations be adopted by March 15, 1994. The department 
had frequently been given legislative responsibility for promulgating regulations without funding to accomplish the task. 
DFYS within the department has received criticism during this session for taking too much time to write or update 
regulations. There are several critical regulatory projects ahead of this one. For this reason a moderate fiscal note is 
required to implement the provisions of this bill. A contract will be obtained to draft, conduct public hearings on, and 
finalize the regulations. The contractor will revise the Adult and the Child Protective Services staff manuals to implement 
the changes and will work with data processing to plan protective services data collection on home c a r ’ providers under 
Section 4 of the bill._____________ -____________ A_______________________________________________________________________

Prepared by: Deborah R. Wing, Dirsctor Phone: 465-3191_________________
Division: D epartm ent of H ealth  & Social Services ( f  D a te :_______03/31/93_____________

Approved by Commissioner:tV4 L Theodore A. Mala. MD. MPH Date: *  *3
Agency: { f p  D epartm ent c f  H ealth Sc Social Services

PREPARER TO  PR O V ID E  ALL D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  TO G O V E R N O R 'S  LEG IS LA TIV E  O F F IC E  
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 
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F ISCA L  N O T E
STATE O F A LASKA BILL NO. h b  03

•993 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Revision Data: 
"tie:

M a r c h  3 0 , 1 9 9 3

An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p u b l i c  h o m e
c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ___________________________________________
;onsor :  M a c k i e ,  U l m e r

_ Dept. Affected: H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
BRU: S t a t e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s ________
Com ponent: N u r s i n g ______________________________

■equostor: H o u s e  HES CO M PO N EN T SERIAL NO. * 2 8 8

E x p en d itu res /R ev e n u e s : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY94 I FY95 FY96 I FY97 FY98 FY99
PERSONAL SERVICES I I I I
t r a v e l I i ; i
CONTRACTUAL I i i i i
SUPPLIES I i i i i
EQUIPMENT I i i i
-AND & STRUCTURES I i i i i
GRANTS. CLAIMS j i i i
MISCELLANEOUS I i i i
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 i 0.0 i

CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND S O U R C E GF GF GF GF GF GF

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other
TOTAL 0.0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0 .0  I 0.0

POSITIONS:
PULL-TIME Ol 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0
PART-TIME 0 i 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 1 0.1
TEMPORARY 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 1 0

Estim ate of c u rren t y e a r (FY 93) im pact: N O N E

AN ALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

C o s t  o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e  f o r  P e r s o n a l  C a r e  A t t e n d a n t s  w i l l  b e  c o v e r e d  w i t h i n  
g r a n t :  a w a r d s  t o  h o m e  c a r e  a g e n c i e s .

:.-.e

='epared by: 
Division:

P e t e r  M. N a k a m u r a ,  MD, MPH 
P u b l i c  H e a l t h ________________________^

Phone: (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -3 0 9 0  
Date: ______________

Date: * 3Approved bv Commissioner:
Agency: DeP a r t a e nt ° £  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

PR E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  ALL D IS fR IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  TO G O V E R N O R ’S LEG IS LA TIV E  O F F IC E  
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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STATE OF ALASKA.
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. HB 3

R e v is io n  D a t e : _______________________________________________________
T id e : 'A n  Act relating lo  p u b lic  h o m e  care providers: a n d  providing
for a n  effective d a te .'__________________________ _______ _______________
S c u .is o r : R eoresentative  M ack ie

Departm ent A ffected : A dm inistration
8 R U :  O ld e r  A la s k a n s  C o m m is s io n
C o m o o n e n t : O ld e r  A la s k a n s  C o m m is s io n

R e a u e s to r : C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O .  26

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :

O P E R A T I N G F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y  96 F Y  9 7 F Y  98 F Y  99
P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0 0 o 0 0 0
T R A V E L 0 0 0 0 0 0
C O N T R A C T U A L 0 0 0 0 0 0
S U P P L I E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 C
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
G R A N T S ,  C L A IM S 0 0 0 0 0 0
M I S C E L L A N E O U S 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 0 0

C A P I T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

R E V E N U E  
F U N D  S O U R C E : 0 0 0 0 0 0
F U N D I N G :
1C 0 2  Fe d e r a l R e c e ip ts 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 3  G F  M atch 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 4  G F 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 5  G F /P r o g r a m  R e c e ip ts 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 6  GF/MHTIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
O T H E R 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L - T I M E 0 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T - T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estim ate of current year (F Y 9 3 )  im p a c t : N o n e

Prepared b y : C o n n ie  J . S ic e . Director
D iv is io n : O ld e r  A la sk a ns  C o m m is s io n

P h o n e : 4 6 5 -3 2 5 0
D a t e : J a n u a r y  2 1 . 1 9 9 3

A cproved  by  C o m m is s io n e r : N a n c v  B ear  Usera 1i <\ / ,
A g e n c y : Adm in istration D a te : / / 27

Fr S  t

R e v  11/9 2
2 .l£ C 3 3 / 2 l3 0 .k « l
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Fo r  further distribution inform ation ca ll the Gov ernor's  Leg is la t iv e  O ff ic e
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" A N  A C T  R E L A T I N G  T O  P U B L I C  H O M E  C A R E  P R O V I D F R S ; EE D "

S e c t i o n  1

S e c t i o n  2

S e c t i o n  3

S e c t i o n  4

S e c t i o n  5 

S e c t i o n  6

T i t l e  13, C h a p t e r  26 ( P r o t e c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  
d i s a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  
a n e w  s e c t i o n  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a p u b l i c  h o m e  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r  m a y  n o t  a c c e p t  a d e s i g n a t i o n  of  a t t o r n e y  in 
f a c t  o r  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y  f o r  a p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  t h e y  
p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  u n l e s s  t h a t  p o w e r  is s h a r e d  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o  is n o t  a h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r .

A m e n d s  C h a p t e r  47, T i t l e  5, w h i c h  r e l a t e s  to  t h e  
p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  wh i c h :  1) 
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s t a t e  f u n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  p a y  f o r  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  u n l e s s  a 
c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  is c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  AS 
1 2 . 6 2 . 0 3 5 ( a )  a n d  r e v i e w e d  w i t h i n  5 d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t ;  
2) r e q u i r e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e s e  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  b y  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  c o n t r a c t o r s  
a n d  g r a n t e e s ;  3) r e q u i r e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to  
i m p l e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  on  a c t i o n s  s u b s e q u e n t  to 
r e p o r t s  o f  h a r m  b y  a h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a n d  
p r o t e c t i o n  of d u e  p r o c e s s  r i g h t s  o f  p r o v i d e r s  
s u b j e c t  t o  r e p o r t s  o f  h a r m ;  a n d  d e f i n e s  h e m e  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r  in t h i s  s e c t i o n .

A d d s  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 2 3 0 ,  p o w e r s  a n d  
d u t i e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o v e r  c a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  n o t  p a y  f o r  
r e s p i t e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  u n l e s s  a c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  
c h e c k  h a s  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  a n d  r e v i e w e d .

A m e n d s  A S  4 7 . 2 4 . 0 5 0 ( b )  t o  a l l o w  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to 
d i s c l o s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v e r i f i e d  rep o r t s '  o f  h a r m  to 
t h e  e l d e r l y  b y  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .

D e f i n e s  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  u n d e r  C h a p t e r  24.

A d d s  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  AS 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  p a y m e n t s  t o  a s p o n s o r  f o r  r e s p i t e  o r  h o m e  c a r e

H O U S E  D I S T R I C T  9 5  •  A X C C O N  •  C A P E  P O L E  • C A P E  Y A K A T .A G A  •  C O F F M A N  C O V E  •  C R . A I C  •  D O L O M I  3 A Y  •  E D N A  3 A V  •  E L F I N  C O V E  • E X C U R S I O N  I N L E T  
F I N T E R  B A Y  • C L ' S T A V L ' 3  •  H A I N E S  •  H O B A R T  3 A Y  •  H O L L i S  •  H C O .N ' A H  •  H Y D a B L ' R C  •  K - A K E  •  K A S A A N  •  X L A A Y O C K  •  K L L ' K A V a N  * L A B O L ' C H F R E  3 a ' •  L O N G  I S L A N D  
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T E N A K E E  S P R I N G S  •  T H O R N E  3 A Y  • V I E W  C O M  •  W A T E R F A L L  •  A \ H .a L E  P A S S  •  Ya K L T . A T
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P a g e  2

S e c t i o n  7

S e c t i o n  8

S e c t i o n  9

S e c t i o n  10

s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  
C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  m a d e  u n l e s s  t h e  s p o n s o r  a g r e e s  
t o  r e q u e s t  a c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  o n  t h e  p e r s o n  
p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s .

A d d s  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to  A S  4 7 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  n o t  a w a r d  a 
g r a n t  f o r  d a y  c a r e  a n d  r e s p i t e  s e r v i c e s  u n l e s s  t h e  
g r a n t e e  a g r e e s  to r e q u e s t  c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  
o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e .

A d d s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  A S  4 7 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  w h i c h  d e f i n e s  
h o m e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  
C o m m i s s i o n  s t a t u t e s .

R e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  t o  a d o p t  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  b y  
M a r c h  15, 1994 a n d  i s s u e  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o r o c e s s  b y  F e b r u a r y  
1, 1994.

P r o v i d e s  for a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  date.
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POSITION PAPER ON HOUSE BELL 3 

"Aii Act Relating to public home care workers"

The Older Alaskans Commission supports passage of House Bill 3.

This bill adds several new protections for seniors and other cisabled persons who use the services of 
public home care providers.

Section 1 states that any type of publicly paid for home care provider may not accept a designation 
to hold a power of attorney for a home care client unless the power of attorney is held jointly 
(possible under the law) with someone else who is not employed as a home care worker.

Older Alaskans Commission recommends an amendment that strengthens Section 1 to forbid any 
situation where a power of attorney is held by a publicly paid home care worker for a client, unless 
there is some protection and oversight, such as a court order or a waiver based upon particular facts 
given by the state agency which is paying for the home care. Alternatively, the person with whom 
the home care worker jointly holds the power of attorney should be required to be a person who has 
no personal or financial relationship with the home care worker.

Section 2 is added to the general duties of the Department of Health and Social Services. This 
section mandates that state funds may not be used for payment to a home care provider unless the 
contractor or grantee which hires the home care workers agrees to file a request, within 10 days 
after hiring each individual worker, for that worker’s state criminal records, as such a request is 
provided for in existing law at AS 12.62.035. The employer must also promptly review the 
criminal records once received.

This section instructs DH&SS to adopt regulations about how it will take action when a report of 
harm is filed under either the child or the elder abuse reporting statutes, when the allegation is that 
the harm was caused by a public home care provider. Specifically, the regulations must include 
procedures for when and how the department will require the contractor or grantee employer to 
reassign, suspend or terminate the alleged abuser, including procedural safeguards of the individual 
home care worker’s due process rights in such a case.

Finally, this section defines "public home care provider" as any worker under a state contract or 
grant who provides any of the following types of service: homemaker, chore, personal care, home 
health, or similar services in or around a client’s personal residence; or respite care service whether 
provided in the client’s home or the provider’s home or facility.
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Section 3 states that DH&SS may not pay for any respite care unless the same procedures for 
requiring criminal background checks are put into the contracts or grants.

Section 4 broadens the mandate that DH&SS must, upon request, release the number of verified 
reports of harm to elderly persons at an institution to also require the same disclosure about a 
publicly paid home care provider.

Section 5 adds a definition of "public home care provider," basically anyone paid by the state 
under contract or grant to provide homemaker services at an institution to also require the same 
disclosure about a publicly paid home care provider.

Section 6 states that the Older Alaskans Commission must also require the same types of criminal 
background checks for any home care workers under OAC grants for family respite or home care 
services.

Section 7 states that the OAC must require the same types of criminal background checks for any 
home care workers under grants for family respite care or for adult day care services.

Section 8 adds a new definition of "home care services" to the services to Older Alaskans act, 
which puts all homemaker, chore, personal care, home health or similar services in or around a 
client’s residence in this category.

Section 9 sets a time deadline when the Department or He-lth & Social Services must adopt the 
new regulations required by Section 2 of this act, specificmly by March 15, 1994. A status report is 
due to the legislature by February 1, 1994.

Section 10 gives the act an immediate effective date.

This bill, by requiring criminal background checks, may slightly increase the costs of providing 
publicly paid for in-home care services for some agencies which are not already doing these checks. 
This higher cost may result in slightly reduced hours of service available for clients. However, 
even if hours of services were slightly decreased, this would be a worthwhile trade-off in order to 
give greater assurance of physical and financial security to the vulnerable home care clients.

The Older Alaskans Commission believes that abuse of elders and disabled adults is a grievous 
problem that Alaska must better address.

The Commission urges passage of House Bill 3.

Donald M. Hoover, Chairman 
Older Alaskans Commission
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M a r c h  4, 1992

H o n o r a b l e  J e r r y  M a c k i e

A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  F e b r u a r y  20 m e m o  r e g a r d i n g  h o m e  h e a l t h  ca r e  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  a n d  d i s a b l e d .  F o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  a n s w e r s  

to t h e  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  set out:

1. H o w  m a n y  d i s a b l e d  a d u l t s  a n d  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  

s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  h o m e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h o u t  

a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  H i S S  f o r  F Y 8 7  - F Y 9 1 ?

A N S W E R :  T h e  D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e c t i o n  of

N u r s i n g ,  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  A d u l t  H o m e m a k e r  S e r v i c e s  

c o n t r a c t  (AMTECH) s i n c e  FY90. P r i o r  to t h a t  t i m e  t h e  H o m e m a k e r  

S e r v i c e s  w e r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  DFYS.

In F Y S l  t h e r e  were:

492 a g e  S8-80

214 o •/e r age 80

7C6 t o t a l  c l i e n t s  o v e r  age 65

The t o t a l  n u m b e r  of all c l i e n t s  s e r v e d  b y  A M T E C H  in F Y 9 1  w a s  1,122.

The a b o v e  F Y 9 0  i n f o r m a t i o n  was r e q u e s t e d  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  the 

p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  r e p o r t ;  A M T E C H  w a s  u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

at t h i s  time.

The s e c t i o n  o f  N u r s i n g  p r o v i d e s  h o m e  h e a l t h  to a l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  of 

c l i e n t s  e a c h  y e a r  in a s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  u s i n g  S t a t e
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g e n e r a l  funds. H o m e  H e a l t h  A i d e  s e r v i c e s  are, o r  h a v e  been, 
a v a i l a b l e  in the f o l l o w i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s :

M a t - S u / P a i m e r / W a s i l l a / T a l k e e t n a  

F a i r b a n k s / N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  
J u n e a u  

S i t k a
S e w a r d / K e n a i

S o l d o t n a / H o m e r
K e t c h i k a n

W r a n g e l l
P e t e r s b u r g

B e t h e l

In t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  (Fairbanks, K e t c h i k a n ,  J u n e a u )  s k i l l e d  

( R e g i s t e r e d  Nurse) s e r v i c e s  are a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  

(which b e g a n  in 1981) w i t h  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  
(PHN II's a n d  N u r s e  II's).

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  s h o w s  the n u m b e r  o f  c l i e n t s  s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  the 

H o m e  H e a l t h  A i d e  a n d  H o m e  H e a l t h  S k i l l e d  N u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s :’

FY N u m b e r  o f  C l i e n t s / P a t i e n t s

Si- 376 (330 are o v e r  a g e  65)

90 358 (311 are o v e r  a g e  65)

89 349 (341 are o v e r  a g e  65)

88 ' 363 (315 are o v e r  a g e  65)

87 359 (319 are o v e r  a g e  65)

T h e  d a t a  s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  b r e a k - o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n  

or adults, a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t h o s e  c l i e n t s  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  to s e v e r e  

n e e d s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  s e r v i c e s .  M o s t  c l i e n t s  a r e  n o t  M e d i c a i d  

e l i g i b l e  d u e  to i n c o m e  l e vel t h a t  p l a c e s  t h e m  s l i g h t l y  a b o v e  t h e  

f i n a n c i a l  c r i t e r i a  a n d  do not h a v e  t h i r d - p a r t y  i n s u r a n c e  t h a t  w i l l  

r e i m b u r s e  for h o m e c a r e  for h e a l t h  a i d e  s e r v i c e s .

2. H o w  m u c h  m o n e y  w a s  s p e n t  o n  s a l a r i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  h o m e  h e a l t h  

c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  H & S S  f r o m  F Y 8 7  

- F Y 9 1 ?



A N S W E R :  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is cost: o f  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e s  to p r o v i d e

ski l l e d ,  h o m e  h e a l t h  n u r s i n g  in  the c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  
Ju n eau, a n d  K e t c h i k a n :

F Y 8 8  F Y S S  F Y 9 0  F Y 9 1

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S  3 4 8 , 0 1 8  3 8 5 , 1 7 4  4 4 8 , 5 u l  3 8 4 , 5 7 9

M o t e  t h a t  cost. ~f p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  l o w e r  in FY91. T h i s  was 

d u e  to a t u r n o v e r  in h o m e  h e a l t h  s t a f f  at t h e  F a i r b a n k s  H e a l t h  

C e n t e r .  S e n i o r  e m p l o y e e s  at a d v a n c e d  s a l a r y  s t e p s  w e r e  r e p l a c e d  
bv e m p l o y e e s  at l o w e r  s a l a r y  s t e p s .

H o w  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  as p u b l i c  h o m e  h e a l t h  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r s  in  t h e s e  s a m e  f i s c a l  y e a r s ?

S i n c e  its b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  s t a f f i n g  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  H o m e  H e a l t h  

P r o g r a m  h a s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t i o n .  I n  F Y 9 1  the 

J u n e a u  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  C l e r k  T y p i s t  III p o s i t i o n  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  out 

o f  t h e  H o m e  H e a l t h  p r o g r a m  (*).

P r o g r a m  N u r s e  C o n s u l t a n t  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s e  II 

N u r s e  II

* C l e r k  T y p i s t  III 

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  
C l e r k  T y p i s t  III 

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s e  II 

N u r s e  II 

N u r s e  II

C l e r k  T y p i s t  III

C e n t r a l  O f f i c e  

J u n e a u  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  

J u n e a u  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  

J u n e a u  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  

K e t c h i k a n  H e a l t h  Cente: 

K e t c h i k a n  H e a l t h  Cente: 

F a i r b a n k s  H e a l t h  Cente: 

F a i r b a n k s  H e a l t h  Cente: 

F a i r b a n k s  H e a l t h  Cente: 

F a i r b a n k s  H e a l t h  Cente:

H o w  m u c h  m o n e y  w a s  s p e n t  o n  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  h o m e  h e a l t h  

c a r e  s e r v i c e s  a g e n c i e s ?

The S e c t i o n  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  65 —  75 a c t i v e  H o m e  

H e a l t h  A i d e s  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  a g r e e m e n t s . D u e  t o  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  H o m e  

H e a l t h  A i d e s ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  as m a n y  as 100 i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  

a g r e e m e n t s  (act i v e  o r  i n a c t i v e )  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d u r i n g  the 

f i s c a l  year. A n  a d d i t i o n a l  8 -- 10 R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  

u n d e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n t r a c t s  to p r o v i d e  h o m e  h e a l t h  

s e r v i c e s .
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C O N T R A C T E D  S E R V I C E S FT 3 8

SKILL ED  N U R S I N G  (RN'S) 
To c a l  n u m b e r  o f  hours 
(paid at S18 PerHour)

HCME HE AL TH  A ID E S  (KHA) 
Toca l n u m b e r  of hours 

(paid at 512 PerHour)

5 32,882 
(4,604)

5222,863 
(18,572)

P R O V I D E N C E  5229,612
To ca l n u m b e r  of visits 
(paid ac S 3 9 . Per HA visit) (5,259)
(paid at 530. Per P.N visit) ( 385)

A M T E C H
T r a i n i n g  Funds 
Tota l n u m b e r  o f  hours 
p a i d  at 520.34 p e r  hr
aaj.d at 5 2 1 . 7 2  oe r hr

FT8 9 FY90 FY91

5 3 4,156 
(4,675)

S 1 0 3 , 001 
(5,722)

S 8 3, 34 5 
(4,653)

52 64,000 
(22,000)

5 26 4, 0 0 0
(22,000)

S 2 C 4 , 000 
(22,000)

S 2 3 8 ,000 5238,000 5 2 3 8 ,0 00

(S,685) 
( 36S)

(5,471) 
( 370)

(5,471) 
( 370)

5 1 , 4 5 5 , 7 7 5  
< 5 4 2 , 639>

5 1 , 4 8 8 , 6 0 0  

< 5 3 2 , 865>

(71,553)
(68,535)

Is t h e r e  b r e a k o u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  as t o  a m o u n t s  s p e n t  

f o r  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  d i s a b l e d  a d u l t s  a n d  e l d e r l y  
a d u l t 3 ?

Thi s is i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e H o m e H e a l t h  ski i l e d  n u r s i n g
w i t h  H o m e  H e a l t h  Car• e / P r o v i d e n c e H o s p i t a l

77 To ta l N o . HHA 
C l i e n t s  Visits

RN
Visits

O v e r 60 disabled cost

91 127 5,471 370 107 (34%) 11 (9%) 5 23 9, 0 0 0

90 125 5,471 370 102 (32%) 14 (11%) 5 23 8, 0 0 0

39 137 5,635 163 115 (89%) 12 (9%) S 2 3 8 , 000

38 115 5,259 385 99 (36%) 12 0 0 % ) 5 2 2 9 , 6 1 2

37 107 5,920 358 36 (80%) 15 (14%) 5 2 4 9, 10 7

The e x i s t i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m a n d  r e p o r t s  h a v e  n o  s i m p l i f i e d

e x t r a c t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  to t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s a b l e d  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  adults, so t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  a r e  an 

e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  c l i e n t s  f r o m  r e o o r t s  s u b m i t t e d .

4. C a n  y o u  p r o v i d e  a n  u p d a t e  as t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  M e d i c a i d  

W a i v e r  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k n ?
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A n s w e r : W e  w i l l  be a p p l y i n g  for o u r  p a c k a g e  of  w a i v e r s  in the v e r y

n e a r  f u t u r e .  The a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  f i r s t  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  R e g i o n  X. We a n t i c i p a t e  

t h a t  we w i l l  ha v e  a p p r o v a l  and b e  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  b y  J u l y  1993.

If y o u  n e e d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  D e p a r t m e n t  

p r o g r a m s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r d l

T h e o d o r e  A. Mala, MD, M P H  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

T A M :T 3 :A W

bcc: P e t e r  N a k a m u r a ,  D i r e c t o r

D w a y n e  P eeples, H e a l t h  P r o g r a m  S p e c i a l i s t  

A l i c e  W a  aers, H e a l t h  P r o g r a m  N u r s e  C o n s u l t a n t

-
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cy-,non grpw u^am ong people age 6o and older, Census':

.^Ithat Has cmcanied'AlSlka officials enough to bdgin.' 
vanlanriin^ s essi6ne''on'hoV'-tdj3eaI with'caring forJ 
.'hthdtvery expensive segmentrof the population.—f Z '~  
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iluT Sevei^projectspAinded'hyl’kare^andTederal’.l 
■;; sources, are lookrng for i te r ra a v ^ ^ e x p e n s i^ p i-  ’ 
>r. sutufconahriationMor frail'or impaired elderly resi- 
•• dents in an eSbrc to control casts, she said.-— --p—  - 

-“Theelderly population is grooving at*sucH a p h e ­
nomenal rate, it is incumbent on us to plan for. this : 

■ . -. v—si •.'■. » , _ See Census." oase’AJ3
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n o  u s in g  a z c  h o u se h o ld  s ta t is t ic s  from 
th e  19SO c e n s u s  show  th a t  fo r persons 
a g e  55 y e a rs  a n d  over, 74.3%  o f th e ir  
h o u s in g  u n i ts  w e re  o w n e r occupied. 
O n ly  6 7 .2 %  o f  h o u s in g  u n its  w ere 
o w n e r  o ccu p ied  fo r th e  age grouD 35- 
64 y e a r s .  In  A la s k a  22.1%  o f all h o u se ­
h o ld s  c o n s 's t  o f  o n e  p e rso n liv in g a lo n e , 
w ith  13.7%  o f  th e s e  h o u seh o ld s  con­
s i s t in g  o f  p e rs o n s  o v e r the  age o f 55.

'-^The number of persons age 63 years or 
older living alone increased 108% f-om 
1980-1990 from 2,733 to 5,737. The 
United States’ 1990 figures show 39.1% 
of one person households are persons 
uver the age of 65.

There is no single explanation for the 
large increase in Alaska’s older popu­
lation duringthe 1980s. However, the 
primary factor is likely the aging-ofthe 
population that migrated to Alaska 
during the post statehood period. 
Alaska’s median age has increased 
from 22.9 in 1970 to 29.4in 1990. The 
United States’ median age in 1990 was
22.9 years. Other factors that have'; 
contributed to keeping Alaska’s older 
population inAiaskainclude improved . 
health care and long term care radii- 1 
ties, elimination of Alaska's income 
tax. the Permanent Fund Dividend { 
program, the L-ongevity Bonus pro- ’ 
gram, and property and sales tax ex- • 
emotions.

±soie 1

Populciion Com pcriscn for 
Persons 65 Yecrs and O lder for the 
Slate/Census Arecs/Bcrouchs — 198C & 990

Chance
1980 1990 1930-90 Perts n t

Alaska 11,547 22,269 10,322 92.72

Aleutians East 3orough 45 53 13 2S.39
.Aleutians West C..A.' 62 32 20 32.26
.Anchorage Borough 3,520 8,2£o 4,72S 134.50
Bethel C..A. 421 657 225 52.44
Bristol Bay Borough 25 * n 17 oo.OO
Dillingham CA. 122 205 S3 53.03
Fairbanks North S tar Borough 1,275 2,540 1.254 99.06
Haines 3orough 7S 182 104 133.33
Juneau 3orough 771 1,364 593 76.91
Kenai peninsula 3orough 327 2,015 usa 143.55
Ketchikan Gateway 3orough 642 907 255 41.23
Kadiak Island 3orough 255 425 170 55.57
Lasta-anc Peninsula 3orough 47 S5 38 80.35
M atanuska-Susitna 3orough 730 1,366 1,136 155.52
Nome C.A.-- 329 419 30 23.50’
North Slope 3orough 14S 197 49 33.11
Northwest Arctic Borough 249 2S1 32 12.35
Prince of W ales-Outer Ketchikan CA_ 151 216 65 43.05
Sitka 3orough 361 492 131 36.29
Skagway-Yakutat-Angoon C-A. 192 235 43 22.40
Southeast Fairbanks C..A. 142 223 SI o / .04
Valdet-Cordova C_A. 295 463 16o 56.95
Wade Hampton C.A. 173 25.3 30 44.94
W rangeil-Petersburg C-A- 353 507 154 43.52
Yukon-Koyukuk C_A. 308 392 34 27.2.7

*C-A_= Census .Area
Source: 1990 Census of Popuiauon and Housing, STFlA

-U.S. iUAlasKi

Alaska and U.S. Population 
Percsnt Distribution by Age and Se;

IPSO
Mecian Ago = 29.4 Yrs. (AK) and 22.3 Yrs. (U.S.)
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