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"An act implementing certain recommendations of Alaska 2000 to improve the state's education
system™

Additional fiscal information:

Sections 2 and 3 will result in a cumulative increase of 20 school days by the year 2000. The
existing public school foundation statutes do not fund school districts on the number of school
days. Therefore, under the current law there is no impact on the state operating budget if the
number of school days is increased.

Based on the current weighted average daily cost of education, the total financial impact on
school districts may range from zero to over $3,000,000 a day statewide. The actual financial
impact will depend on the outcome of individual school district staff negotiations and
arrangements J class schedules.

Districts do have the option of increasing daily student contact time as opposed to increasing the
number of school days, provided that students receive the equivalent hours of instructional time
contained in a minimum school term..
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S XATE 0 E A EA. S KA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
«<JUNE A C

January 22, 1993

The Honorable Rick Halford
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear President Halford:

Under the authority of art. 111, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am
transmitting a bill that makes significant changes to our public education system.
This bill is an outgrowth of the work of many Alaskans to improve our public

education through Alaska 2000.

Through Alaska 2000, a cross section of Alaskans met during 1992 to examine our
school system and to make recommendations to the state Board of Education and
the governor to improve the quality of public school education for our children.
The state board has reviewed the recommendations and has chosen five as high-
priority proposals to present for legislative consideration. This bill, ifenacted

into law, implements those proposals.

The first proposal concerns extending the existing mandatory 180-day school
year to 200 days by the year 2000. This would allow our children to have 20
additional classroom days of teaching. The imposition of a 200-day school year
should help achieve higher educational performance so that our children can have

the tools to compete in today"s complex society. See secs. 2 and 3 of the bill.

The second proposal would amend the existing statute that creates the fund for
the improvement of school pei*formance, to allow the commissioner to make grants
to any appropriate organization or person to improve our schools. The existing
statute limits the commissioner to granting only to school districts. Additionally,
the bill would remove the $50,000 restriction on the maximum grant amount and
would increase by one the number of years in which the same grantee could
receive a grant. These provisions should increase flexibility to award grants to
the best qualified organization or group in an amount that can get the job done.
The state Board of Education would be required to adopt regulations to ensure
efficient and effective administration of the program. See secs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 of

the bill.

The third proposal would mandate citizen advisory boai s in virtually all school

districts in the state. Presently, some school districts have opted to do so on a
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voluntary basis and have found the advisory boards extremely helpful in keeping
the local school boards advised on local community needs and concerns. With
some exceptions, the bill would mandate the procedure so that all local school

districts can have the benefit of an advisory board. See sec. 8 of the bill.

The fourth proposal would change the procedure by which new teachers obtain
tenure rights to employment after June 30, 1993. The bill would add a mechanismnm
for increased public involvement in tenure decisions and would encourage more
thorough and thoughtful evaluation of teachers by their supervisors. While 1
recognize that this proposal might be controversial, it serves a valuable function
in that itensures that only teachers who hav” shown their ability to teach earn
the right to tenure in our public schools. This should play a key role in
improving our educational system in the future. See secs. 9, 10, and 11 of the

bill.

The fifth proposal allows for the establishment of a pilot project for the creation
of up to 40 charter schools within our public school system. A charter school
would be authorized by a contract between a local school board and the board of
directors of the charter school, with the approval of the state Board of
Education. These charter schools can focus on a unique educational philosophy
or teaching curriculum to meet the needs of the students enrolled in the school.
The provisions of the bill that authorize the program will ,fsunset” July 1, 1996,
although a charter school contract could extend to July 1, 1999. The legislature
will have the opportunity to scrutinize the success of the pilot program to
determine whether it should be reauthorized through new legislation. See secs.

12-20 and sec. 25 of the bill.

All of the above substantive changes, except for the phased-in changes in school
term length in secs. 2 and 3, would take effect July 1, 1993. The phased-1in
changes in school term length would take effect July 1, 1994. See secs. 23 and
24.

Finally, sec. 21 would give transitional authority to allow the state Board of

Education to begin the process to adopt regulations as soon as the bill is signed
into law; the new regulations cannot take effect before the respective effective
dates of the relevant sections of this bill. Section 22 of the bill would give this

transition section an immediate effective date.

Alaska®™s children ai"e Alaska"s future. Providing them a quality education is an

investment that we must make, and is an investment that will benefit all of us.

l urge your support of this important legislation.





