





- SENA-r FINANGE COMMITTEE Rr "ORT

DATE: 1/27/93 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED
INTO OFFICE: 3

The Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 43

"An Act establishing a grant program relating to transplantation of elk.”

and recommends:

[ ] same title

[Jffeplace With CS .(FINANCE) title
: [ ]technical
or [ Jadopt previous CS 1 ) tite change
[ ]attaches amendment(s) (HB only)
[ ]adopts Letter of Intent

( ] further referral to the

[ ]do pass
[ ]do not pass
[ ]no recommendation

Individual recommendations

NEW FISCAL NOTES . PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES .
Department Date Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal

A

(] Appropriation No Fiscal Note
DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



REPORTED OUT OF |\¢ |

o SFC <FISCAL NOTE il \ersicn:

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Date: /-&?7k"9 3

Revision Onte: Department Afleeted: Fish and Game

Title: An Aci establishing a grant program relating lo the BRU: WikJlile Conservation

transplantation ol elk Component: Wildlife Conservation

Sponsor Senator Tavlor

Requestor gr»n*tr» Rpsmirrpg COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0473

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands ol Dollars)

OPERATING FY A FY % FY % FY 97 FY 98 FY 9
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND 4 STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MIRCFI | ANFOLJS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 Gr Match 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 GF 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 Gr. Program Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GrTMHTIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 C Changes in wearry @y -
e Bave’no fiscal impact, This™"  fiscal note is appropriate.
fiscal note IS apBroprlate.

PART-TIME 3 523 . ~hp _ date Comte Aide (initial )
TEMPORARY date Comte Aide (initial)) o 1 o

Estinate 0| aurantyear (FYB) hpect: S

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page il necessary.)
No adtitionaJ costs are anticipated to adopt regulations required under this bill; see attached page lor other costs.

Prepared By: Larrv Jones Phone: _465-i085
Division: ~ Administration Date:

Approved by Commissioner X_

Agency:  Oeoartm9nt ol Fish and Game pate:

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR®"S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
(Rov 12/92) For luthw Ctenbution mlormaion call lha Govarnoi*i Lafinlalwa Cilice Page 1 ol 2



FISCAL NOTE: SB 43 Page 2 of 2

The implementation of SB 43 would be purely administrative, and
costs would thus be minimal.. However, should an elk fransplant
take place, there would be significant costs associated with the

ventu €.

Prior to ang/ actual transplant the department would want to spend
two years gath er|n baseline data. After a trans# ant. oc?urred the
artment wou ant to monltor the health of the animals and the
ect o th e transplanted animals _on the animal community into
been trl'c(lns lanted. This would involve the Uuse of

e,|o col¥ars and trac

Costs for a five year g %ram to accomplish the above ?oals would
ran%e from $200.0 to year. The departmeni estimates

that one additional fuII tlme employee and one to two seasonal
employees would be necessary to perform the work.






DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

F
SO R
§907 465-3867 01 465-2450

AX (007) 465-2020 130 Seward Street. Suite 400
Mail Slop 3101 Juneiui, Alaska 00801-2105

MEMORANDUM January 19 1993

SUBJECT : Sectional Summary: SB 43; An Act establishing a grant progranm

relating to transplantation of elk

TO Senator Robin Taylor

ATTN: Joe Ambrose

FROM. George UtermohU~n/

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of SB 43; An Act establishing a grant

program relating to transplantation of elk.

A sectional summary of a bill is not an authoritative interpretation of the bill. The

bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

SeCtIOH 1of the bill amends AS 1625 by adding a new section providing for elk

transplantation grants. The elk transplantation grant account is established in the
general fund and 1is funded through legislative appropriation. The Department of
Fish and Game may award matching grants to nonprofit organizations to pay up to
50 percent of the cost of transplanting elk to suitable habitats. An organization
receiving a transplantation grant may match the grant in cash or 1in kind. An
application for a transplantation grant shall be made on a form provided by the
department. The department shall adopt regulations to implement the transplanta—

tion grant progranm.

If Imay be of further assistance, please advise.

G9§—6§9.glc



Alaska State Legislature

Senate Majority Leader St.uc C.tpitol
Chair. Judiciary Committee Juneau. Alaska 99SO0HI8:
Vice Chair. Community & 1907) 465-3873
Regional Affairs F.IX: 19071 465-393:
Member, Stale Affairs Committee 35: Front Street
Committee on Committees Ketchikan._ Alaska 00901
Western States legislative Forestry "lask Force i907i ::5-s00s
legislative Council Senator Robin L. Taylor lax: 19071 ::5 Q73

SPONSOR STATEMENT

PROPOSED COMMHTEE SUBSTITUTE
FOR SENATE BILL 43.
RELATING TO ELK TRANSPLANTS

Please consider the blank committee substitute for Senate Bill 43 in lieu of the
original bill. 'am concerned the DePartment of Fish and Game will never
perform a follow-up to the previously successful transplant with the original
measure.

The department has made no effort to study the effects of elk transplants on
Indigenous species since that transplant occurred in 1987. Not one of the
dePartment's employees has, while in the field, taken elk scat samples to
determine what they forage upon to determine whether there is competition
with other members of the deer family.

Although the original transplant of elk occurred in 1927 on Afognak Island, no
studies have been done indicating what these animals cat. Yet, the department
continues to insist a study is needed to determine whether competition exists.
None of this would be a problem if it wasn't for the fact that the entire
department has reached the conclusion that elk and deer will compete for the
same food without ever finding out what elk cat. 1maintain the department has
had many opportunities to perform such baseline studies here in southeast
and on Afognak Island years ago.

The department insisted the elk transplant would fail - it did not. 1think the
dePartr_nent ought to get on with managing the existing elk Eopulaﬂons and
determine when the first hunt might be sustained. These elk will provide a
source of food for the residents of southeast Alaska. They can cut trails _
through which deer and other game can pass. The deer and elk seem to coexist

quite wei',

| suggest that the transplantations proceed. The sportsman groups in
southeast have recommended transplantation of animals to Kruzof Island near
Sitka first, then Gravina next to Ketchikan, to Cleveland Peninsula north of
Ketchikan and finally Prince of Wales Island.,

The estimate cost of transporting the animals is $1000 per animal.

District A:
Ilydcr « Ketchikan < Kuprcanof < Meyers Chuck e Petershurg  Saxnun < Sitka < W T.ir.gcll



Alaska State Legislature

Senate Majority Leader State Capitol
Chair, Judiciary Committee Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182
Vice Chair, Community St 19071 465-3873
Hegional Affairs Fax: 19071 465-3922

Memter. State Affairs Committee 352 Front Street
Committee on Committees Ketchikan. Alaska 99901

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force (9071 225-8003

Legislative Council Senator Robin L. Taylor Fax: (907» 225-0713
Memorandum
To: Senator Steve Frank, Co-chair

Senator Drue Pearce, Co-chair
Senate Finance Committee |

A ft
From: Senator Robin Taylor j j + -

ly
Date: February 3, 1993
Subject:  SB 43, Elk transplant program

| would aP reciate |t If you would schedule Senat? Bill 43, An Actestabllshlng

ayantp gram re atlngt the r ansplantation of e Ik before the finamP?
commlﬁnextw » o i would Jike_to see action on thys egelé %tlon fo an already
Stfjfcctess program T)egun In 198 7can e further enhanced by volunteer
efforts

PIeasehconS|der one chan%e to the hill. [ have been informed b¥ the Department
Game that th resources committee amendment of Section 1,

su sectlon \J) adding the public hearing requirement, 1s unnecessary. Tne

department can already follow the. adm ninstrative hearing procetdute as

Browde bﬁ’ statute. lwould a gremate it Ifa finance committee substitute could

e written to make this chan

The de artment has stated there has been no chan? e in the fiscal note or in
t eira ac ed 03|t|on apers s they are oth appropriate. Attached are
letters of support.and the back u%requeste Murmemoran um of
Procedurer arding Dills betore the finance co |ttee Shoudyou require any
urther information”please contact Terry Otnecs at 655

| appreciate your consideration of my request.

District A:
Hyder e« Ketchilun e Kuprcanof e Meyers Chuck <« Petersburg « Saxman < Sitka < Wrangell



Chair, Special Committee on Oil & Gas
Vice Chair, Transportation Committee
Member, Resources Committee

Rules Committee

Committee on Committees

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force

Dinner A
Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Saxman

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 465-3873

Fax: (907) 465-3922

352 Front Street
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
(907) 225-8088

H>der, Meyers Chuck, Kupreanol Senator Robin L. Ta y lor Fax: (907) 225-8546
SPONSQOR SUMMARY
SB 43
The purpose of this legislation is to augment an already successful elk
tran_sBYa tation pro ramgl Initiated during r%ytenure in the Fourteenth Alaska
Legislature. This bilf would provide the opportunity for further enhancement of

the existing herds in the area by organized non-profit sportsman groups.

The eIJ< ransplantation grant account js es b|ISh%d in the general fu_nﬂ ang
funded through an aéaﬁ)_r riation. The bill allows the Department of Fish an

Game to F‘“f]a matching grants to ongroflt %r%aﬂ u#. to .50
Perc_ento the cost of transplanting, elk to suitanle | ofganization
eceiving the grant may match it"in cash or in-kin plication for a

dep

tranasiptlantatlon grant would be on a form prescribed b

. ) | the department. The
ment will adopt regulations to implement the progfam.

The herds Palanted in 1987, have expanded their range from Etolin Island, to

Zarembo Is

+ the secon

Oregon's Elkhoin range.

nd. There have also heen unconfirmed Sigh
Deer Island near the Cleveland Peninsula as well as the

There were two different_transplanted groups
from Jewell Meadows in Oregor{J 1 c%v

s on Bushy, and
leveland Peninsula.

. The first was 33 Roos
as 17 Rocky Mountain E

Fvelt elk
k From

In a five year period the elk have expanded their numbers from the original 50
to 75 - 120 animals.

The creation of this fund will aid in bolstering the present herd numbers and
accelerating the first hunting opportunity date:



DEPARTMENT 07 71SH AND GAME

POSITION PAPER

Bill No: SB 43

Sponsor: Senator Taylor

Division: Wildlife Conservation

Bill Titla: An Act establishing a grant program relating to
transplantation of ‘elk

Background/Legislative Intent. The purpose of this bill is to

encourage the incroduction of elk to locations within Southeast
Alaska and establ sh a population of these animals for sport
hunting and recreatron his bill would provide authorization for
future” transplants and encourage private participation using
monetary incentives,

Analysis of Bill/Program Effects: 1he department is concerned
about authorization of a transplant program at this time for t
following reasons:

1. The Forest Service has expressed the foIIowrn'g concerns over
future elk introductions into the Ton ass ational Forest:
1) elk are not an indigenous species an are an "ecological
exotic"; (2) impacts on designated wilderness areas may résult
from invasion of e |ntroduced in other Iocatrons
potential negatrve (Pacts on indigenqus rora and fauna ave
not been studied;, dispersal from Eto |n Island d(t e
previously authorrzed transplant site) is well documente

2. Orqanrzatronal interest in obtaining state funds to |mplement
ransplant program appears to bé very limited (i.e., only
one organization has exr?ressed interest).

3. The most recent transplant effort to EtoIrn [sland is still
bernﬂ monitored efermine success. . ttemptrng to establish
elk herds in other locations at this time would be

4. EJk introduced into the state should be monitored, and the
department has no funding to undertake such an effo

premature.

Recent outhreaks of disease, include bovine tuberculosis, in
elk and other cervids in some westerns states and provinces
has resulted in reevaluation of translocation of such animals,
Most states and provinces are tightening their import/export
regulations in an effort to protéct native wildlife
populations.



6. Transplanted elk in Southeast Alaska will ne?atlvely Impact
deer populations where critical habitats overfap.

7. The dgpar_tment's species Management Policies generally og 0se
introductions of elk because transplants often”have unforeseen
detrimental effects. ~ These policies state that "proposed

transplants must meet the following minimum requirements to_be

approved: 1) the proposed transplant site must provide
sufficient and sujtable habitat to support a viahle population
of elk as determined by comprehensive study; 2) prior study
must establish that the introduction of elk will 'not adversely
affect the numbers, health, or utilization of resident
species; 3) protection of the proposed trapsplant population
must be assured; and 4) future public use of the resource must

be guaranteed." _The Currently proposed legislation does not
provide the funding or means for meeting these requirement.

Commissioner's Signature Pat

/7 3/ " /



Alaska State Legislature

Senate Majority Leader

State Capitoi
Chair. Judiciarv Committee

luncau. Alaska /TSOI-US-
0071 465-J873
Fax: MOT -165-3922

Via>Chair. Community &
Icgion.il Aliairs

i i 332 Front Street
Member. State Adairs Committee

. 8 Ketchikan. Alaska 99901
e e sty e o 25 57
estern es Legislative rorestry lask rorce . . -

Kl.v; 3wl 225 0
Legislative Council Senator Robin L. Taylor

Resources Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 43

Summary of Senate Resource Committee changes to SB 43

Section 1(b) was amended to provide the department the ability to transplant
elk to public or private land.

Section lﬁd)was amended to eliminate the requirement to adopt regulations,

instead calling for a foubhc hearm,? process. After the public hearing process
the department would develop criferia to implement this section.

Section 2 was amended to add an immediate effective date.

District A:

Hyder e« Ketchikan e Kuprcanof < Meyers Chuck e Petersburg < Saxman < Sitka < Wrangell



STATE OF ALASKA

FISCAL NOTE

1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Rasinlae:  12/16/38

BILL NO. CSSB43(FIN)

Dyt At Fehar Gae

it An ActreEgotagEiu nafdk WidlileCrsnabn
(lmcmsnt: WidirfeGrsaamm
Sarmr: o aAa
) estor: House Resouraess “COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0473
EXPEND I TURES/REVENUES (housas of Tlas)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY % FY % FY 97 FY B
PERSONAL SERVICES P41 153 150 D8
TRAVEL 20 20 200 50
CONTRACTUAL 154 154 154 270
SUPPLIES 038 038 038 u“o
EQUIPVENT 100 50 50 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 443 455 462 86.8
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE INREVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (hosds of il
10 Fecyal Raets
10BGF Match
IONGF 44.3 4155 462 86.8
100 G/Program Reeats
1006 GF/VHTIA
Otrer
TOTAL 443 455 462 86.8
Etrateofay amatyear FYakt $ BO
POSITIONS
RULL-TIME 4 4 4 1
PART-TINE
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach asgarate ee ifrecsssaty)

S e 2 ad attad el Ropests Tar-New Rartios fardbtaled bregkdonn.

RgaedB.  Kim Tis. Regioral <jpecatsir

DMstoT Vidiilecg
Ayroed by Comissiarer .

N r v a t

AFDY: Aleda FeDO0Tnetft orRshami Game!

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES OF GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For furtter distriiution infamatian, cll te Covermor's Lepaskatine Office

no» Hoer b<EXb
A i | DBer 1M/B j -
J Date: - L "/ t( fa.

FY 9
L8
S0
270
Ko

86.8

86.8

86.8

Fy @
409
50
270
U0
0.0

86.8

I%

86.8

86.8

Pege 1 of 2



FISCAL ANALYSIS OF CSSB 43(FIN)

Assumptions for Operating Expenditures:

Page

2 of 2

1. Approximately 350 elk will be obtained and introduced to four locations in .

Southeast Alaska during a 3-year period, with approximately 1/3 of the animals moved '
each year. Estimates of cost are based on costs of moving 50 elk to Etolin Island in the

mid-1980s with an adjustment for inflation, multiplied by seven.

2. Current fiscal year (FY94) costs = $ 15.0
Total 3-year cost w/o monitoring = 950.4
Total 6-year monitoring cost = 566.0
TOTAL = 1,531.4
3. Due to the magnitude of this undertaking, four new positions will be necessary to

conduct a successful Operation without impacting other regional functions and

responsibilities. Three of these positions (WB 1ll, WB I, FWT Ill) will lapse after the

program's third year (FY97), and the fourth position (FWT Ill) will continue to monitor elk

movements, mortality, etc. through FY00. (See "Request for New Position" forms.)

4, Summary of other major expenditures:

Travel (line 200): includes point-to-point travel and per diem for department staff
within Southeast Alaska and outside to assist in capture efforts and escort elk

from "lower 48" capture sites. Also, includes per diem expenses for wildlife

agency staffs in affected states.

Contractual (line 300): includes costs of elk. In the past acquisition was by
exchange for mountain goats, river otters, etc., which the department captured in

Alaska and crated and shipped to states where elk were obtained.Also includes
costs of veterinary services, rental of animal transport vehicles, fixed-wing and
helicopter charters for monitoring, expense of holding public meetings,
negotiations with other states for animal acquisition, telephone, miscellaneous.

Supplies (line 400): includes costs of drugs for elk and/or other "game";
materials for crates for elk, ' .is, otters, other "game"; 200 radios; visual collars;

corrals and wing traps.

Equipment (line 500): includes telemetry equipment.



Position Title
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST m

Time Status
PFT

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary

Benefits

Premium Pay

Other

Staff Months
2

Total Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other
Total Cost

FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
C.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
I-A Receipts 1007
QP Receipts 161
Other

Request For

New Position

AMOUNT
420 420
162 162
582 82

582

82

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

No. of Positions Ran%e / Step Barg. Unit
1 18/, CG
Location Election District

Juneau 12345

Justification
This position will report directly to the Regional Supervisor and will perform the following tasks:

1 Negotiate with other states or Canadian Provinces to secure elk. Arrange terms and conditions

K)lr el?changmg native Alaskan wildlife for elk in other states. Other states will not sell elk to
aska.

2 Draft MOU s and cooperative agreements with other stal —s/Brovmces to identify the

obhgatmns of each party; i.e., time-lines, numbers of animals to be relocated, etc. .

3 Coordinate physical relocation of elk and species exchanged for elk. Based upon previous

department experience, at least 15 separate elk relocations will be ne,cessar%/. Coordinate all

public participation in relocations. Work with regional administrative staif to develop

contractual arrangements with other states/provinces to fund travel for employees of other

wildlife agencies, secure trucks, landing craft, ferr?; space, etc. .

4. Coordinate and attend public meetings in Southeast Alaska and in other states. Past

e>t<r[])er|etn%e has shown that obtaining elk from other states requires broad public support in the

other states.

5 Supervise all field activities involving elk introductions and trades for other species. The 1987

transplant to Etolin island involved caBturmg mountain goats and otters. It also involved buying

ottle(jrstfr(lim Louisiana to provide to Nebraska to pay a 15-year debt Oregon owed Nebraska for

wild turkeys. . C o

g. Worktwnh U.S. Forest Service to draft management guidelines, feasibility reports, and NEPA
ocuments.

7. Coordinate media contacts, news releases, and respond to information requests from the

media, the public, the Board of Game, the Alaska Legislature, and conservation and

environmental organizations. o

8 Develop and |mPIement all elk monitoring programs.

9. Supervise a staff of three full-time positions: one WB1 and two F8W Tech Ill's.

»

| FYO95

BRU Division of Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT  Fiscal Note CSSB43 -Elk Transplant

Page 1 of 1

Revised Date: 12/16/93



Position Title No. of Positions Ran%e /Step Barg. Unit
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST | 1 14/ cC

Time Status Staff Months Location Election District
PFT 2 Juneau 12345
TYPE OF EXPENDITURE AMOUNT Justification
Salary 3L7 317 1 Provide direct support and assistance to Elk TransPIant project leader (WB 11 on all aspects of
Benefits 134 134  theproject. Serve as project leader in absence of WB IlI.
Premium Pay : 2 Directly supervise handling of all wildlife spedes involved. Travel to states/provinces
Other Prowdmg elk to oversee trapping efforts, veterinary services ae.g disease screening), and
Total Personal Services 51 451 ransPr%rt. The incumbent in this position must be somone with experience in handling large [
ungulates.

Travel
Contractual 3. Work with other states/provinces on all technical aspects of wildlife exchanges.
Eommodltées 4. Purchase equipment and supplies (induding drugs, antibiotics, and telemetry equipment), and
O?#'pme” materials for constructing traps, crates, cages, etc.

er

ToJal Cost 451 5 Supervise and participate in all capture operations.

FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 51
I-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FISL1AND GAME | FY 95 |
Re quest For BRU  Division of Wildlife Conservation
New Position COMPONENT  Fiscal Note CSSB43 -Elk Transplant e 1 et

Revised Date: 12/16/93



Position Title
FISH & WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 1

Time Status Staff Mjn'hs
PFT 12

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other
Total Personal Services

Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost

FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
Central Fund 1004
[-A Receipts 1007
C1P Receipts 1061
Other

Request For
New Position

264
19

383

No. of Positions
1

Location
Juneau

AMOUNT Just’fic’tion

Range /Step
11/A

264 1 Setve as tec’ med staff to the WB .

119

Barg. Unit
cGU

Election District

1,23,

2. Assist in all animal capture/handling operations.

45

3. Where necessary, construct riaps, cages, fences, crates, etc.

383

5. Assist WBI during transport to avoid capture myol;()
exposure to Eeople on ferries, etc. Feed and water el

traps to truc

s and from trucks to ferries or aircraft.

4. Accompany elk from capture sites to release sites to ensure proper treatment and handling.

athy, hyperthermia, and stress due tc
in transit. Assist with transferring elk from

6. Maintain inventory of equipment and supplies. Maintain all veterinary files, including disease

383 testing records.

7. Assist with monitoring operations during first three years of project.

383

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

BRU Division of Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT  Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant

| FYO95

Page 1 of 1
Revised Date:  12/16/93



Petition Title
FISH S WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN Il

Time Status Staff Months
PFT 2

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other
Total Personal Services

Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost

FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
1-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

Request For
N ew Position

AMOUNT
24 264
119 119
<
383 383

383

383

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

No. of Positions Range /Step Barg. Unit
1 11/A CGU
Location Election District

Juneau . 1,23/4,5

Justification

1 Conduct all monitoring activities for transplanted elk including flying telemetry surveys as
well as conducting ground and water-based surveys.

2 Monitor mortality censors and whenever possible determine cause of death by immediate, on-
the-ground inspection.

3. Maintain complete files of all data obtained through monitoring/including movements and
survivorship.

4. Work with U.S. Forest Service staff on monitoring programs; arrange logistics with USFS to
minimize costs to both parties.

5. Assist with initial capture and transplant activities.

FY 95

BRU  Division of Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT  Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant |

Page 1 of 1

- i Revised Date: ~ 12/16/93



PROPOSAL

Introduction:

Mountain Goat and EIlk introduction to Prince of Wales Island.
Objective:

To establish self sustaining herds of Mountain Goat and Elk to Prince
of Wales Island. To allow the residents of Prince of Wales the
opportunity of a varied wildlife population.

Justification:

This proposal is based on public demand as supplied in the petition
enclosed. The ADF&G's obligation according to Alaska State Statute
Title 16, Fish and Game chapter 25 Section 16.25.010, Stocking of
Public Lands.

cc: Sen. Robin Taylor
Repr. Jerry Mackie
Sen. Fred Zharoff
Dave Kellyhouse, ADF&G
Ketchikan Sports & Wildlife Club



M M e n t e r p r B e s

RITAHASKIN/INDEPENDENTREUVDISTRIBUTOR

October25,1992

SenatorRobin Taylor
P.0. Box 1441
Wrangell, A laska 99929

D earSenator Taylor,

14 like to thankyouforthegood time my husband and L1had at the Rocky M ountain E Id Foundation banquet Weare
members of thefoundation (6yrs), and ofthe Ketchikan Sports A Wildl*e Club. 1am responsiblefor thepetitionsaround Prince
0fWhalesIsland to transplantM ountain Goatand E Ik i seenyou on a tape | receivedfrom the Rain Country television program

involed in the D eerM ountain transplantforgoats. 1 wanted to makeyou awareof the intereston POW for goats A elk
| 'd tike topersonally thankyouforyoursupport o fthe Rocky M ountain EUcFoundation. Itissomething very dearto myheart

Enclosedare copiesof the signaturesPvereceivedsofar. | keepin contactwithNoelPutman, and willkeepyouposted of

the residents interestin goatsa elk

Enclosures , _
cc: Steve Weaver-Rock%/M ountain E [k Foundation
N oelPutman-Ketchikan Sportsa Wildlife Club

P.0O. Box 468 Craig, Alaska 99921 1-800-478-2479



We, -as residents of Prince of Wales 1Island ||v
would like to see Mountain Goats and Elk
Introduced to our island. We"d 1like to
show our support DIy signing our name to

help the Ketchikan M.ports and Wildlife Club
help us to bring this about.
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We, as residents of Prince of Wales 1Island
would like to see Mountain Goats and EIlk
introduced to our 1island. We"d like to
show our support by signing our name to
help the Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club
help us to bring this about.
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We, as—residsents of Prince of Wales Island
would like to see Mountain Goats and Elk
introduced tol\our island. We d
show our support eby signing our name to
help the Ketchikan* Sports and Wildlife Club
help us @™o brin&"-this about.
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We, as residents of Prince of Wales Island
would like to see Mountain Goats and Elk
introduced to our island. We'd like to
show bur support by signing our name to
help the Ketchikan Sports and.Wildlife Club
help us to bring this about. ';
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We, as residents of Prince of Wales Island X
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KETCHIKAN SPORTS and WILDLIFE CLUB
PO Box 5122 e Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

IMK I o Rreo
PROPOSAL

April 5, 1992
Roosevelt Elk Introduction to Revillagigedo Island, S.E. Alaska,

Objective: Establish a self sustaining population of Rooosevelt
ElIk to this area.

Justification: Alaska Statutes Title 16 Fish and Game chapter 25
Section 16.250.010 Stocking of Public Lands.

Respective Cooperators:

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
U.S.D.A. Forest Service
Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club

Sincerely;

Bob DeWitt
Ketchikan Sports and
Wildlife Club

cc; Carl Rossier, Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Mike Barton, U.S.D.A. Forest Service
Robin Taylor, District Representitive
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KETCHIKAN SPORTS and WITDLFFF. n.

P.O. Box 5122 e Ketchikan, Alaska'99901

A [RECEIVEDAV3 13

CARL ROSIER

COMMISSIONER

STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
P.0. BOX 3-2000

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802

Dear Commissioner Rosier; August 13, 1991

Inclosed you will find proposals regarding the introduction
of Roosevelt Elk to areas indicated. Our organization feels these
introductions would benefit the residents of S.E. Alaska.

As you are aware. Elk have been successfully introduced to
South Etolin Island west of Wrangell and are doing exceptionally
well. Since South Etolin Island has been designated a Wilderness
area we feel another introduction to one or all of the locations
we are proposing should be taken into consideration by the Department
of Fish and Game.

Our organization is looking forward to meeting with your staff
to evaluate the proposed sites.

SINCERLY;

Bob DeWitt AF>
Vice President
Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club

cc; Ron Sommerville
Rep. Robin Taylor
Sen. Lloyd Jones
Mike Barton U.S.F.S.



KETCHIKAN SPORTS and WILDLIFE CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 e Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL
ROOSEVELT ELK TO KRUZOFF ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club believes the multiple use
concept relating to the S.E. Regional District would be more beneficial
to Hunters and Non-hunters of the District if Roosevelt Elk were to be
established to suitable habitat on Kruzoff Island

OBJECTIVE

To introduce Roosevelt Elk outside of National Monuments and designated
Wilderness areas, to utilize suitable habitat for Elk where they are
not present at this time, to allow future Hunters and Non-hunters
alternate areas to utilize these resourses.

JUSTIFICATION

This proposal is based upon public interest and demand, population
expansion within the local area and increasing pressure on existing
populations of local Wildlife. We feel this Introduction would be
consistent with the directives outlined in Alaska State Statute Title
16. Studies of various areas on Kruzoff Island were done in the mid
60’s and again in the mid 70's in consideration of Roosevelt EIK.

FINANCING

Funding and support for this proposal will be provided by the following
organizations and groups:

Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
United States Forest Service

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)

CONCLUSION

It appears from private aerial surveys that there are many areas
available and suitable for introducing Roosevelt Elk to Kruzoff Island.
We hope this information we have provided will help in evaluating this
proposa 1.

Sincerely,

KETCHIKAN SPORTS AND WILDLIFE CLUB

Bob DeUitt
Vice President



KETCHIKAN SPORTS and WILDLIFE CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 e Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL
ROOSEVELT ELK TO GRAVINA [ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club believes the multiple use
concept relating to the S.E. Regional District would be more beneficial
to Hunters and Non-hunters of the District if Roosevelt Elk were to be
established to suitable habitat on Gravina Island

OBJECTIVE

To Introduce Roosevelt Elk outside of National Monuments and designated
Wilderness areas, to utilize suitable habitat for Elk where they are
not present at this time, to allow future Hunters and Non-hunters

alternate areas to utilize these resourses.

JUSTIFICATION

This proposal is based upon public interest and demand, population
expansion within the local area and increasing pressure on existing

populations of local Wildlife. We feel this Introduction would be
consistent with the directives outlined in Alaska State Statute Title
16. Studies of various areas on Gravina Island were done in the mid

60*s and again in the mid 70's in consideration of Roosevelt Elk.

FINANCING

Funding and support ror this proposal will be provided by the following
organizations and groups:

Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
United States Forest Service

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)

CONCLUSION
It appears from private aerial surveys that there a'e many areas
available and suitable for Introducing Roosevelt Elk to Gravina Island.

We hope this Information we have provided will help in evaluating this
proposal.

Sincerely,
KETCHIKAN SPORTS AND WILDLIFE CLUB

Bob DeWItt
Vice President



KETCHIKAN SPORTS and WILDLIFE CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 e Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL
ROOSEVELT ELK TO PRINCE OF UALES ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club believes the multiple use
concept relating to the S.E. Regional District would be more beneficial
to Hunters and Non-hunters of the District if Roosevelt Elk were to be
established to suitable habitat on Prince of Wales Island

OBJECTIVE

To introduce Roosevelt EIk outside of National Monuments and designated
Wilderness areas, to utilize suitablehabitat for Elk where they are
not present at this time, to allow futureHunters and Non-hunters
alternate areas to utilize these resourses.

JUSTIFICATION

This proposal is based upon public interest and demand, population
expansion within the local area and increasing pressure on existing
populations of local Wildlife. We feel this Introduction would be
consistent with the directives outlined in Alaska State Statute Title
16. Studies of various areas on Prince of Wales Island were done in
the mid 60’s and again in the mid 70's in consideration of Roosevelt
Elk.

F INANEINfiNCING

Funding and support for this proposal will be provided by the following
organizations and groups:

Ketchikan Sports and Wildlife Club
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
United States Forest Service

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)

CONCLUSION
It appears from private aerial surveys that there are many areas
available and suitable for introducing Roosevelt EIk to Prince of Wales

Island. We hope this information we have provided will help in
evaluating this proposal.

Sincerely,

IFE CLUB

Bob DeWItt
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THEASTSHKINAIN

W ITH ALITTLE LUCK,
elk hunting may some-
_day become an annual
tradition for southeastern
Alaska sportsmen. Accord-
ing to state game biologist
Charlie Land, a transplant cf
50¢elk from Oregon to Etolin
Island is showing promise.
Roosevelt elk, taken
from the Jewell Meadows
Wildlife Management Area

in Oregon, and Rocky Moun-
from eastern Ore-

tain e ,
gon, were released in 1987

on Etolin Island near Wran-

gell. Of the 30 elk that were

fitted with radio collars and
released there, 10 were still
alive in the spring of 1990.
Alaska Department of Fish
and Came surveys and re-
ports from loggers, fisher-
men and other observers in
the area indicate the remain-
ing elk are ingood condition
and have produced calves
annually..

Despite reports that elk
have spread fo nearby Za-
rembo, Brownson and Deer
islands, Land says, "The elk
on Etolin are now at the
crucial point of success or

failure. Every indication i
that the introduction will
succeed."

Until recently, the only
elk in Alaska were found
on Raspberry and Afognak
islands near Kodiak. Trans-
planted in 1928 from Wash-
Ington's Olympic Peninsula,
the animals eventually es-
tablished stable, huritable
populations. In the 1989-90
season, hunters harvested
206 Roosevelt elk on Rasp-
berrty and Afognak islands,
up from a total of 124 in
1988-89. «
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F ishing pressure on
burbot, or freshwater
ling, has increased dra-

matically over the last de-
cade in many parts of
interior Alaska. In fact,
state bIO|OgIStS say that so
many burbot have been
taken, especially with set-
lines through lake and river
ice. that they are concerned
stocks may soon be
depleted.

Last November, the
Alaska Department of Fish
and Game issued emer-
genclclosures on a number
of lakes and streams in the
Tanana and Tyone river
drainages and the Lake Lou-
ise area near Glennallen.
Results of studies in some
lakes revealed a 60 percent
drop" in burbot populations
between 1987 and 198S.
The decreases have been
attributed to the winter set-
line sport fishery.

Burbot, brownish-yellow
bottom feeders with long ta-
Penng bodies, are savored
or their firm, white flesh.
The fish provide winter
sport for set-line fishermen
who are allowed to catch
them through the ice using
as manr as 15 baited lines
per angler. o

In the past, bagn Himits
have been liberal, but be-
cause the fish grow slowly
and are late to mature,
Eopular waters have quickly
een overfished. o
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOT
rIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

DATE: 1/11/93 FURTHER:

Date of 5-Day Notice: 17 V «1 DATE TURNED

(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) INTO OFFICE: I "£Co
RESOURCES Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 43

"An ma>establishing a grant program relating to transplantation of elk.”

and recommends It
be rspiaced with

and recommends:
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Taylor's elk

by Robin Taylor
Alaska editor

P ETERSBURG — It look 24 years ac-
cording to Robert Dewitt, president
of the Ketchikan Sportsmen’s Asso-
ciation (225-4002), but one fine day
in 1987, a small grouF of 33
Roosevelt elk found themselves alone

on Etolin Island. Joined a few months later by 17

Rocky Mountain elk, the animals have eked out a

living, and have finally begun to expand to other

islands in Southeast.

This year, ADF&G is considering Ihe request
of the Ketchikan Sportsmen’s Association to ap-
prove the herd's first permit hunt in 1993.

This hunt, if approved, will herald the first elk
ever taken by an Alaskan sport hunter in south-
east Alaska.

"The pro%ect started with a bill in the legisla-
ture calling for not less than 30 and not more than
100 elk on Etolin Island, * says Petersburg
ADE&G biologist Charlie Land (772-3801). “A
companion piece got $50,000 to pay for it."

The bill was sponsored by now-Senator Robin
Taylor (father of the F& Il News Alaska editor).
It met with stiff resistance from ADF&G who
feared that elk could not co-exist with deer on
Etolin Island.

Thankfully those fears have not been born out.
Video footage of deer lingering near the elk, as-
sumedly for protection from Ihe wolves did a lot
to assuage feais that the two species might not
mix. Similarly, that same footaFe showed the elk
grazing on grass, a type of fo ia?e basically ig-
nored by Sitka blacktail deer, calming concerns
that the cik and deer might compete over food.

Taken from Ihe Jewel Meadows in Oregon the
first 33 elk were paid for with goats captured near
Ketchikan. Each goat brougi.. two elk apiece. The
first release was in January of '.987.

Two months later, 17 more elk, this lime
Rocky Mountain elk from Oregon’s Elkhom
range, came to Alaska in exchange for a small
number of otter. These otter became the linchpin
of a 5-state deal that eventually carried Alaska’s
fuibearers all ihe way to Nebraska.

o years

portunistic. This ?enerally means that little effort
Is made to actively find lhe elk. Overflights will
pick up the occasional radio collar as they did on
Oct. 12 of this year, and sometimes non-collarcd
elk are spotted on beaches and in open areas, but
little active counting of the elk goes on.

"About the otdy way we can find them is by
following the radio collars," says Larsen.

Larsen confesses that recent estimations of the
herd size have had to be extrapolated from a low
number of sightings and the very few radio col-
lars that are still in operation. The collars were
given a 3-year battery that theoretically should
have expired in January 1990. Larsen believes
there are 6 still in operation

The behavior of the two subgroups released on
Etolin 5 years ago differs greatly. The Roosevelt

subgroup has stayed within a few miles of its re-

lease point in Dewey Anchorage throughout their
stay on the island Land reports that over the last
year or so the herd has begun to mi%rate up and
down the hillsides with the change of seasons —
typical of their Oregon ancestors.

The Rocky Mountain subgroup, by contrast,
has practically grown wings. Reports of elk have
come from differing points on Etolin, Bushy,
Shrubby, Mitkof, Deer, Drownson, Zarcmbo, and
the islands of Three Way Passage. Amazingly,
some of these islands are separated by stretches of
water over a mile wide at their narrowest point.

The latest report places a small group of elk on
the south side of Cicvcland Peninsula, in Spa-
cious Bay. Almost assuredly Rocky Mountain
Elk, this group, was reported to Robert Dewitt in
Ketchikan (225-4002).

“They’re going like gangbusters," he says.

According to Land, the Rockg Mountain elk
have established themselves ct both Etolin and
Zarembo. The elk on Zarembo had two radio col-
lars going Tor a lime and sightings are regularly
reported by passing fishermen.

On the accompanying map, the locations of
some of the different sightings are colored in. Re-
ports from fishermen conte in to Land’s office,
and to Dewitt’s home regularly, some accompa-
nied by fuzzy photographs or a distant video im-
age, To be a confirmed sighting, a location needs

5L il T multiple r-wVHt from acmlaili SQUTOCS Ol
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in< mourns T, i/ mine elk, this time
Rocky Mountain e L from Oregon's Eikhom
range, came to Alas;.a in exchange for a small
number of otter. Thrue otter became the linchpin
of a 5-state deal that eventually carried Alaska's
hubearers all the way to Nebraska.

Ity Mnrch of 1987 ADF&G laid released 50
elalk onto Etolin Island. Of these, 28 had radio col-

ars.

"We monitored the deaths of over half the elk
with collars within 18 months," says Land, Wolf
and bear predation was blamed for cutting Ihe
population down to as little as Zi nr "Aits original
sizel. “From there they've reached 15 or 100 ani-
mals."

From a low reached approximately two years
after the first implants, the elk have become accli-
mated to their predators, ami have begun to ex-
pand ?uickly.

Different Eeople put the actual size of the herd
today "| numbers ranging from 75 to 120 animals.

Ihe larger figure comes from a census taken
by Dennis Blackcnbcckler, who estimated the
herd at 120 animals, 34 of which should be bulls,

Doug Larsen of,the Ketchikan office, who puts
the herd al a more conservative 100 animals says
that monitoring of the elk has been entii-.1" op-

On lhe accompanying map, the locations of
some of the different sightings arc colored in. Re-
ports front fishermen come in to Land’s office,
and to Dewitt’s home regularly, some accompa-
nied by fuzzy photographs or a distant video im-
age, To be a confirmed sighting, a location needs
either multiple icpoils from separate sources or a
single report by an ADF&G observer or citizen
source with a conclusive photograph. Uncon-
firmed reports are sightings without a conclusive
photograph that have not been confirmed by sepa-
rate reports.

"Hie Taylor elk lieid has come into the lime-
light once again with the discovery of a cow elk
poached on the north side of Zarembo.

Another elk was found dead under suspicious
circumstances along a road on the south end a
fe\I/\Il weeks previously, this one wearing ; radio
collar.

This is lhe second time ADF&G is awate of
that the herd has been attacked by poachers. The
last lime, in 1988, two Ketchikan residents pulled
into a harbor in Ketchikan with the racks of two
bulls flying in the rigging. One of the pair re-
ceived a stiff line, Ihe other > a fugitive from

justice.

The Slikine Sportsmen's Association, based in
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Wrangell, posted a $1,500 reward for
information Ieadin(}; to the arrest
and/or conviction of the persons re-
sponsible for killing the elk on Zaretn-
lio. Since its introduction, the purse
has quickly skyrocketed to around
$4,000 thanks to monies donated by a
dozen or more Wrangell citizens,

The investigation has been stymied
by a lack of information, leaving Fish
and Wildlife Prolcction Trooper Greg
Hamm (874-3215) desperate for clues.

if you have any information rcgai din
this case do not hesitate to call Offici
[lamm and leave a message.

If the herd is lucky enough In aet
mild winter, lhe numbers ol elk i
southeast mayjumﬂ dramatically. A
cording to Land, the elk have calve
each year giving the herd a significai
younger population. It this yotmgi
population survives the winter in larg
numbers, many more viable pairs wi
be available to breed next year.

S um m it la ker

I’AXSON — Late December
should be a great time to hit Summit
Lake, thanks to overflow earlier in Ihe
month.

According to Larry Smith or lhe
Summit Lake Lodge (822-3969)
standing water on the icc covers some
fine lake trout.

"Sam Zaspro got two nice lakers a
coupic weeks ago," he says.

According to Smith both fish were
in the 7- to 9-pound range, and had
excellent flavor. More fish like these
will he available in the weeks ahead,

L ake

ANCHORAGE — Fishing in Mir.
ror Lake remains Pood according to
Marvin Schmidt o
ation (.176-8087).

“Fishing al Minor t.ake and Finger
Lake has been good. It's also pretty
good on Big Lake," he says.

The Chinook that blew through a

M irror con

tinues to

Northern Recre-

h it
assuming the weather holds.

"The lake is beautiful, it has a cou-
ple inches of water on it, It's 15 below
so it should freeze up solid soon," re-
ports Smith.

Zaspro took his two fish on a I'ixee
spoon with cither a pink or red center,
reports Smith. Jigging spoons of this
type "seems to do the trick" for
Summit's lake trout.

Most of Summit Lake lays within
[) miles of Paxson heading north
along the Richardson Highway,

produce

In recent years Mirror | ake has had
trouble witli excessive algae. Luckily
that problem hasn’t raised its head this
year.

"The lake has eleaied up, li-h there
aie tasty and clean," says Schmidt.

A confessed bail fisherman,
Schmidt prefers to use shrimp over
other hails. Jigging fans lend toward

PO W
KLAWOCK — If you live on Prince of

Wales, or really love to fish steelhead, now .

Is the time to blow the dusi off your gear and
head to Klawock.

Bob Anderson of die Fireweed Lodge
(755-2930) reports that the steelhead have
hit not just the Klawock River, but Eagle
River, Harris Creek and Twelvem|Ile Anri
Creek as well.

"They've heen real iiot. | expect thcy’lj
be there for the next month or two, into Jan-
uary," says Anderson.

The winter steelhead run doesn't get pub-
licized as heavily as the spring run for sev-

Abd m ir a Ity deer m

ANGOON — Deer hunting mound the south
end of Admiralty Island got a little more diffi-
cult eail?; this month hut should improve as snow
pushes Ihe animals hack down the hills.

Ed Ledoiix of Whaler’s Cove Lodge (788-
3 1~?2VI vnut ITil ,If, T nil Allinimlii-iiarj - hil hunt.

steelhead abound

eral reasons. First, it’s smaller and won’t ac-
commodate as many fishemtert. Second, but
most Importantly, the weather is too unsta-
ble to predict; As a result, low fishing pres-
sure allows a fishermen to get into some
good angilng just mitside of downtown Kla-
wock.

"I hesitate to mcuket it due to die incon-
sistencies in the weather," testifies Ander-
son, “If anybody’s interested they're there
right now"

A few fly-in fishermen have already been
testing the water, which so far remains free
of ice.

o ve h ig h a g a in
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Butch Young of Ihe Sitka ADF&G office (7
5449) was not nearly as optimistic.

"Hunting on south Admiralty is not good,” VP
says, "They could he up high, or they could
gone, we don't really know."

Kurt Ahcll, alsojd*WhalojLI*ovgJdOilglLL.
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Taylor'selk, 5 years later:

by Robin Taylor
Alaska editer
p ETERSBURG — It took 24 years ac-
cording to Robert Dewitt, president
of the Ketchikan Sportsmen's Asso-
ciation (225-4(H)2), but one line day
in 1987, a small rouE of 33
Roosevelt elk found themselves alone
on Etolin Island. Joined a few months later by 17
Rocky Mountain elk, the animals have eked out a
living, and have finally begun to expand to other
islands in Southeast.

litis year, ADF&G is considering the request
of ihe Ketchikan Sportsmen’s Association to ap-
prove the herd’s lirst permit hunt in 1993.

This hunt, if approved, will herald Ihe first elk
ever taken by an Alaskan sport hunter in south-
east Alaska.

“The_pro%ect started with a bill in the legisla-
ture calling for not less than 30 and not more than

elk on Etolin Island," says Petershurg
ADF&G bhiologist Charlie Land (v772-3801). “A
companion piece got J50.IMM) to pay forit.”

The hill was sponsored by now-Senalor Robin
Taylor (father of the F& H News Alaska editor).
It met with stiff resistance from ADF&G who
feared that elk could not co-exist with deer on
Etolin Island.

_Thankfully those fears have not been born out.
Video footage of deer lingering near the elk, as-
sumcdly for protection from the wolves did a lot
to assuage fears that the two species might not
mix. Similarly, that same foota?.e showed the elk
grazmgbon grass, a type of fo |a?e basically ig-
nored by Sitka blacktail deer, calming concerns
that the elk and deer might compete over food.

Taken from the Jewel Meadows in Oregon the
first 33 elk were paid for with goats captured near
Ketchikan. Each goat brought two elk apiece. The
first release was in January of 1987.

Two months later, 17 more elk, this time
Rocky Mountain elk from Oregon’s Elkhom
range, came to Alaska in exchange for a small
number of otter. These otter became the linchpin
of a 5-state deal that eventually carried Alaska’s
fuibearers all the way to Nebraska.

try March of 1937 ADF&G had released 50
?Ik onto Etolin Island. Of these, 28 had radio col-

ars.

“We monitored Ihe dealiis of over half the elk
with collars within 18 months,” sags Land. Wolf
and bear predation was blamed for cutting the
population down to as little as Vior Viits original
siz?. "From there they’ve reached 75 or 100 ani-
mals."

From a low reached approximately two years
after the first implants, the elk have hecome accli-
mated to their predators, and have begun to ex-
pand ?uwkly.

Different Beople pul the actual size of the herd
today at numbers ranging from 75 to 120 animals.

The larger figure comes from a census taken
by Dennis Biackenbeckier, who estimated the
herd al 120 animals, 34 of which should be bulls.

Doug Larsen of the Ketchikan office, who puts
the herd at a more conservative 100 animals says
that monitoring of the elk has been enlirely op-

S um m it la ke r s h

I’AXSON — Late December
should be a great lime to hit Summit

it P ix e e s
assuming the weather holds.

s EXC I-USIVE:

portunistic. liitiis gener_ally means that little effort
IS made to aacivedyy fhidthkectkk. COreef Fighings wiill

pick up the occasional radio collar as they didon H 1

Oct. 12 of this year, and sometimes non-collared
elk are spotted on beaches and in open areas, but
little active counting of the elk goes on.

“About ihe only way we can find them is by
following Ihe radio collars,” says Larsen.

Larsen confesses that recent estimations of the
herd size have had to be extrapolated from a low
number of sightings and the very few radio col-
lars that are still in operation. The collars were
given a 3-year battery that theoretically should
have expired in January 1990. Larsen believes
there are 6 still in operation.

The behavior of the two subgroups released on
Etolin 5 years ago differs greatly. The Roosevelt
subgroup has stayed within a few miles of its re-
lease point in Dewey Anchorage throughout their
stay on the island. Land reports that over the last
year or so the herd has begun to migrate up and
down the hillsides with the change of seasons —
typical of their Oregon ancestors.

The Rocky Mountain sub%roup, by contrast,
has practically grown wings. Reports of elk have
come from differing points on Etolin, Bushy,
Shrubby, Mitkof, Deer, Brownson, Zarentbo, and
the islands of Three Way Passage. Amazingly,
some of these islands are separated by stretches of
water over a mile wide at their narrowest point.

The latest report places a small group of elk on
the south side of Cleveland Peninsula, in Spa-
cious Bay. Almost assuredly Rocky Mountain
Elk, this group was reported to Robert Dewitt in
Ketchikan (22574tX?_2).

“They’re going like gangbusters," he says.

According to Land, the Rocky Mountain elk
have established themselves on Eoth Etolin and
Zarembo. The elk on Zarembo had two radio col-
lars going for a time and sightings are regularly
reported by passing fishermen.

On the accompanying map, the locations of
some of the diffeicnl sightings are colored in. Re-
ports from fishermen come in to Land's office,
and to Dewitt’s home regularly, some accompa-
nied by fuzzy photographs or a distant video im-
age. To be aconfirmed sighting, a location needs
either multiple reports fror.. separate sources or a
single report by an ADF&G observer or citizen
source with a conclusive photograph. Uncon-
firmed reports are sightings without a conclusive
photograph that have not been confirmed by sepa-
rate reports.

The Taylor c|k herd has come into the lime-
light once again with Ihe discovery of a cow elk
poached on the north side of Zarembo.

Another elk was found dead under suspicious
circumstances along a road on the south end a
fe\ﬁ weeks previously, this one wearing ; radio
collar.

This is the second time ADF&G is aware ol
that the herd has been attacked by poachers. The
last lime, in 1988, (wo Ketchikan residents pulled
into a harbor in Ketchikan with the racks of two
bulls flying in the rigging. One of the pair re-
ceived a stiff fine, the other is a fugitive front
justice.

[1te Slikinc Spoilsmen’s Association, based in
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Wrangell, posted a $1,500 reward for
information Ieadin(}; to the arrest
and/or conviction of the persons re-
sponsible for killing Ihe elk on Zaictn-
bo. Since its introduction, the purse
has quickly skyrocketed to around
$4,000 thanks to monies donated by a
dozen or more Wrangell citizens.

The investigation has been stymied
by a lack of information, leaving Fish
and Wildlife Protection TrooPer Greg
Hamm (874-1215) desperate for clues.

Lake, thanks to overflow earlier in the
month.

According to Larry Smith of the
Summit Lake Lodge (822-3969)
standing water on the ice covers some
fine lake trout.

"Sam Zaspro got two nice lakers a
couple weeks ago," he says.

According to Smith both fish were
in the 7- to 9-pound range, and had
excellent flavor. More fish like these
will be available in the weeks ahead.

M irror Lake con

ANCHORAGE — Fishing in Mir-
ror Lake remains fgood according to
Marvin Schmidt of Northern Recre-
ation (376-8087).

"Fishing at Mirror Lake and Finger
Lake has been good. It’s also pretty
good on Big Lake,™ he says.

The Chinook that blew through a
few weeks ago hasn't left any endur-
ing marks on the ice. As a result fish-
ermen armed with a Swedish Pimple
or two can gel into some good schools
ot landlocked kings.

fin-.-i  H.siiiNT: X itiuv 2w mmi "o

tinues

“The lake is beautiful, it has a cou-
ple inches of water on it. It’s 15 below
so it should freeze up solid soon," re-
ports Smith.

Zaspro took his two fish on a Pixce
spoon with either a pink or red center,
reports Smith. Jigging spoons of this
type “seems to do the trick" for
Summit's lake "rout.

Most of Summit Lake lays within
[I) miles of Paxson heading north
along the Richardson Highway.

to produce

In recent years Mirror | ake has had
trouble with excessive algae. Luckily
that problem hasn’t raised its head this
year.

"The lake has denied up, fish there
are tasty and clean," says Schmidt.

A confessed bait fisherman,
Schmidt prefers to use shrimp over
other baits. Jigging fans tend toward
the Swedish Pimple.

Minor Lake lays about hallway be-
tween Wasilla and Anchorage Lust off
the Glenn Highway. Take either the
Eklutnaor Peter's creek exits.

Wiles, or really love to fish steelhead, now
is the time to blow the dust off your gear and
bead to Klawock.

Bob Anderson of the Fireweed Lodge
(755-2930) reports that the steelhead have
hit not just the Klawock River, but Eagle
River, Hants Creek and Twelvemlle Arm
Creek aswell.

“They’ve been real hot. 1 expect they’ll
be there for the next month or two, into Jan-
uary,” says Anderson.

The winter steelhead run doesn’t get pub-
licized as heavily as the spring run for sev-

Abd m ir a Ity de e r m

ANGOON — Deer hunting mound the south

end of Admiralty Island got a little more diffi-

cult earIK this month but should improve as snow
pushes the animals back down the bills.

Ed Ledoux of Whaler's Cove Lodge (738~
31%3)dsays tiat deer on Admiralty were a bit hard
to find.

“I'just came in Iroui tleei limiting anil the deer
have moved up again," he reports. “They’ll be
coming down with the snow "
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If you have any information regardin
this case do not hesitate to call Offio
[lanim and leave a message.

[f Ihe herd is lucky enough to aet
mild winter, lhe numbers ol elk i
southeast may Jumﬁ dramatically. At
cording to Land, the elk have calve
each year giving the herd a significai
younger population. If this youngt
population survives the winterin larg
numbers, many more viable pairs wi
be available to breed next year.

steelhead abound

KLAWOCK — Ifyou live on Prince of eral reasons. First, it’s smaller and won't ac-

commodate as many fishermen. Second, but
most importantly, die weather is too unsta-
ble to predict. As a result, low fishing pres-
sure allows a fishermen to get into some
good angling just - ‘itside of downtown Kla-
wock.

“| hesitate t0 ni.uket it due to the incon-
sistencies in the weather,”

testifies Ander-

son, “If anybody’s interested they’re there
right now.”

A few fly-in fishermen have already been
testing the water, which so far remains free
ofice.
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Butch Young of the Sitka ADF&G office (7
5449) was not nearly as optimistic.

“Hunting on south Admiralty is not good,’
says. “They could be up high, or they could
gone, we don’t really know.”

Kurt Abell, also of Whaler's Cove Lodge Kk
F&H News that the south end of Admiralty
land holds a good population of deer. While
does not recommend hunting near the villiugc,
eas like upper Eliza Harbor and I'ybus Itay
yield bucks.





