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FISCAL NOTE: SB 43 Page 2 o f  2

The im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  SB 43 would be p u r e l y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  and 
c o s t s  would t h u s  be m in im a l .  However, s h o u ld  an e l k  t r a n s p l a n t  
t a k e  p l a c e ,  t h e r e  would be s i g n i f i c a n t  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  
v e n t u r e .

P r i o r  t o  any a c t u a l  t r a n s p l a n t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  would w ant  t o  spend 
two y e a r s  g a t h e r i n g  b a s e l i n e  d a t a .  A f t e r  a t r a n s p l a n t  o c c u r r e d  t h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  would want t o  m o n i to r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  and t h e  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t e d  a n im a l s  on t h e  an im al  community i n t o  
which t h e y  had been t r a n s p l a n t e d .  T h i s  would i n v o l v e  t h e  u se  o f  
r a d i o  c o l l a r s  and t r a c k i n g .

C o s t s  f o r  a f i v e  y e a r  program t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  above g o a l s  would 
r a n g e  from $200.0 t o  $250 .0  p e r  y e a r .  The d e p a r tm e n t  e s t i m a t e s  
t h a t  one a d d i t i o n a l  f u l l - t i m e  employee and one t o  two s e a s o n a l  
employees would be n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r fo rm  t h e  work.





DIVISION O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

(907) 465-3867 o r 465-2450
FAX (007) 465-2020 130 Seward Street. Suite 400
M ail Slop 3101 Juneiui, A laska 00801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M  January 19, 1993

S U B J E C T : S e c t i o n a l  S u m m a r y :  S B  4 3 ;  A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  o f  e l k

TO:

FROM:

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  

A T T N :  J o e  A m b r o s e

G e o r g e  U t e r m o h U ^ /  

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a  s e c t i o n a l  s u m m a r y  o f  S B  4 3 ;  A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  g r a n t  

p r o g r a m  r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  o f  elk.

A  s e c t i o n a l  s u m m a r y  o f  a  bill is n o t  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  bill. T h e  

bill itself is t h e  b e s t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  its c o n t e n t s .

Section 1 o f  t h e  bill a m e n d s  A S  16.25 b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  e l k  

t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t s .  T h e  e l k  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t  a c c o u n t  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in t h e  

g e n e r a l  f u n d  a n d  is f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  legislative a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

F i s h  a n d  G a m e  m a y  a w a r d  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t s  t o  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p a y  u p  t o  

5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  e l k  t o  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t s .  A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

r e c e i v i n g  a  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t  m a y  m a t c h  t h e  g r a n t  in c a s h  o r  in k i n d .  A n  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t  s hall b e  m a d e  o n  a  f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t a ­

t i o n  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .

If 1 may be of further assistance, please advise.

G U : g c

93-039.glc



Senate Majority Leader 

Chair. Judiciary Committee 

Vice Chair. Community &  

Regional Affairs

Member, Stale Affairs Committee 
Committee on Committees 

Western States legislative Forestry "lask Force 

legislative Council

P le a se  c o n s id e r  th e  b la n k  c om m itte e  s u b s t itu te  fo r  S e n a te  B i l l 4 3  in lie u  o f  the 
o r ig in a l b i l l .  I am  c on c e rn e d  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F is h  a n d  G am e  w ill n e v e r 
p e r fo rm  a  fo llow -u p  to th e  p re v io u s ly  s u c c e s s fu l t r a n s p la n t  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l 
m e a su re .

T h e  d e p a rtm e n t h a s  m ad e  no  e f fo r t  to s tu d y  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  e lk  t r a n s p la n ts  on  
in d ig e n ou s  sp ec ie s  s in c e  th a t t r a n s p la n t  o c c u rre d  in  1 9 8 7 . N ot on e  o f  th e  
d e p a rtm en t 's  em p lo y e e s  h a s , w h ile  in the  fie ld , ta k e n  e lk  s c a t  s a m p le s  to 
d e te rm in e  w h a t th ey  fo rag e  u p on  to d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e re  is c om p e t it io n  
w ith  o th e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  d ee r fam ily .

A lth o u g h  the  o r ig in a l t r a n s p la n t  o f  e lk  o c c u rre d  in  1 9 2 7  on  A fo g n ak  Is la n d , n o  
s tu d ie s  h ave  been  d one  in d ic a t in g  w h a t th e se  a n im a ls  ca t. Yet, th e  d e p a r tm e n t 
c o n t in u e s  to in s is t  a s tu d y  is needed  to d e te rm in e  w h e th e r c om p e tit io n  e x is ts . 
N one o f  th is  w ou ld  be a p ro b lem  i f  it w a sn 't fo r  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  e n t ire  
d e p a rtm e n t h a s  re ach ed  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t e lk  a n d  d e e r w ill c om pe te  fo r  the 
s am e  food  w ith o u t e ve r fin d in g  o u t w h a t e lk  c a t. 1 m a in ta in  the  d e p a r tm e n t  h a s  
h ad  m an y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  p e r fo rm  su c h  b a se lin e  s tu d ie s  h e re  in s o u th e a s t  
an d  on  A fo g n ak  Is la n d  y e a rs  ago.
T h e  d e p a rtm e n t in s is ted  the  e lk  t r a n s p la n t  w ou ld  fa il -- it d id n o t. 1 th in k  the  
d e p a r tm e n t ou g h t to get on  w ith  m an ag in g  the e x is t in g  e lk  p o p u la t io n s  a n d  
d e te rm in e  w hen  the f irs t  h u n t  m igh t be s u s ta in e d . T h e se  e lk  w ill p ro v id e  a 
s o u rc e  o f  food  fo r  t he re s id e n ts  o f  s o u th e a s t  A la s k a . T h e y  can  c u t t ra i ls  
th ro u g h  w h ich  d e e r an d  o th e r  g am e can  p a ss . T h e  d ee r a n d  e lk  seem  to c o e x is t 
q u ite  w ei'.
I su gges t th a t  the t r a n s p la n ta t io n s  p ro c eed . T h e  s p o r t sm a n  g ro u p s  in 
s o u th e a s t  h ave  re c om m end ed  t ra n s p la n ta t io n  o f  a n im a ls  to K ru z o f  Is la n d  n e a r  
S itk a  f irs t , then  G ra v in a  n e x t to K e tc h ik a n , to C le v e la n d  P e n in s u la  n o r th  o f  
K e tc h ik a n  an d  f in a lly  P rin c e  o f  W a le s  Is la n d .

T h e  e s tim a te  c o s t o f  t ra n s p o r t in g  the  a n im a ls  is $ 1 0 0 0  p e r a n im a l.
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I lydcr • Ketchikan • K u p r c a n o f  • M e y e r s  C h u c k  • Petersburg • S a x n u n  • Sitka • W ’r.ir.gcll

Alaska State Legislature

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

St.uc C.tpitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99S0HI8: 

1907) 465-3873 

F.lX: 19071 465-393:

35: Front Street 

Ketchikan. Alaska 00901 

i907i ::5-soos 
lax: 19071 ::5 ()7|3
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate Majority Leader 

Chair, Judiciary Committee 
Vice Chair, Community St 
Hcgional Affairs

Memter. State Affairs Committee 
Committee on Committees 

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force 

Legislative Council S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 

19071 465-3873 

Fax: 19071 465-3922

352 Front Street 

Ketchikan. Alaska 99901 

(9071 225-8003 

Fax: (907» 225-0713

M emorandum

To: Senato r Steve Frank, Co-chair 
S enato r D rue Pearce, Co-chair 
Senate F inance Committee ,

From:
A f t

Senato r Robin Taylor j j r '

Date:
\ y

Feb ruary  3, 1993

Subject: SB 43, E lk tran sp lan t program

I would apprec iate it if you would schedule Senate Bill 43, An Act estab lish ing  
a y a n t  program  relating to the tran sp lan ta tion  of elk, before th e  finamP? 
comm ittee n e x t w m m i  would like to see action on th is legislation so an  already 
successfu l program  begun in 1987 can be fu rther enhanced by vo lun teer 
efforts.
Please consider one change to the bill. I have been informed by the D epartm en t 
of F ish and  Game th a t the resources committee am endm en t of Section 1, 
subsection  vd) add ing the public hearing requirement, is unnecessary . The 
d epartm en t can  already follow the. adm in instrative hearing p roce tdu re  as 
provide by s ta tu te . I would appreciate it if a finance committee su b s titu te  could 
be w ritten to m ake th is  change.
The departm en t h a s  sta ted  there has been no change in the fiscal no te or in 
the ir a ttach ed  position papers so they are both appropriate. A ttached are 
le tters of su ppo rt and  the back  up  requested by your m em orandum  of 
procedure regard ing bills before the finance committee. Should you require any 
fu rther inform ation please con tact Terry O tnecs a t 6550.
I appreciate your consideration of my request.

District A:

H y d e r  • Ketchilun • K u p r c a n o f  • M e y e r s  C h u c k  • Petersburg • S a x m a n  • Sitka • Wrangell



A laska
Chair, Special Committee on Oil &  Gas

Vice Chair, Transportation Committee

Member, Resources Committee

Rules Committee

Committee on Committees

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force

Dinner A

Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Saxman 

H>der, Meyers Chuck, Kupreanol S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3873 

Fax: (907) 465-3922

352 Front Street 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

(907) 225-8088 

Fax: (907) 225-8546

SPONSOR SUMMARY 
SB 43

The p u rp o se  of th is  leg isla tion  is to au gm en t a n  a lre ady  su cce ssfu l elk 
tran sp lan ta tio n  program  I in itiated du ring  my tenu re  in  the F ou rteen th  A laska 
Legislature. Th is bill would provide the opportun ity  for fu rth e r enhancem en t of 
th e  existing h e rd s in the a rea  by organized non-profit spo rtsm an  groups.
The elk tran sp lan ta tio n  g ran t accoun t is es tab lished  in th e  genera l fund and  
funded th rough  a n  appropria tion. The bill allows the D epartm en t of F ish  and 
Game to aw ard  m atch ing  g ran ts  to nonpro fit o rgan iza tions to pay  u p  to 50 
percen t of th e  cost of tran sp lan tin g  elk to su itab le  h ab ita ts . The organization 
receiv ing th e  g ra n t m ay m a tch  it in  c a sh  o r in-kind. The app lica tion  for a 
tran sp lan ta tio n  g ran t would be on a form prescribed  by the departm en t. The 
d epartm en t will adop t regulations to im plem ent the program .
The herds, p lan ted  in 1987, have expanded th e ir range from E tolin Island, to 
Zarembo Island. There have also been unconfirm ed sigh tings on  Bushy, and  
Deer Island n ea r th e  Cleveland Peninsu la a s well as the Cleveland Peninsula.
There were two different tran sp lan ted  groups. The first w as 33 Roosevelt elk 
from Jewell Meadows in Oregon; the second w as 17 Rocky M ountain Elk From 
Oregon's Elkhoi n  range.
In a  five y ear period the elk have expanded the ir num bers from th e  original 50 
to 75 - 120 anim als.
The crea tion  of th is  fund will aid in bo lstering  the p re sen t herd  num bers  and  
accelerating the first h un tin g  opportunity date.

State Legislature



DEPARTMENT 07 7ISH AND GAME

POSITION PAPER

Bill No: SB 43

Sponsor: S e n a to r  T ay lo r

Division: W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t io n

Bill Titla: An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  a g r a n t  program r e l a t i n g  t o
t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  o f  e l k

Background/Legislative Intent : The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o
en c o u ra g e  t h e  i n c r o d u c t i o n  o f  e l k  t o  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  S o u th e a s t  
A la sk a  and e s t a b l i s h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a n im a l s  f o r  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  and  r e c r e a t i o n .  This  b i l l  would p r o v i d e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  
f u t u r e  t r a n s p l a n t s  and en co u rag e  p r i v a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  u s i n g  
m o ne ta ry  i n c e n t i v e s .

Analysis of Bill/Program Effects: The d e p a r tm e n t  i s  co n ce rn e d
a b o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  a t r a n s p l a n t  p rogram  a t  t h i s  t im e  f o r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

1. The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  has e x p r e s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c e rn s  over  
f u t u r e  e l k  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  Tongass  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t :  
(1) e l k  a r e  n o t  an i n d ig e n o u s  s p e c i e s  and a r e  an " e c o l o g i c a l  
e x o t i c " ;  (2) im p ac t s  on d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  may r e s u l t  
f rom i n v a s i o n  o f  e l k  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ;  (3) 
p o t e n t i a l  n e g a t i v e  im pac ts  on i n d ig e n o u s  f l o r a  and  f auna  have 
n o t  been  s t u d i e d ;  and 4) d i s p e r s a l  from E t o l i n  I s l a n d  ( the  
p r e v i o u s l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t r a n s p l a n t  s i t e )  i s  w e l l  documented.

2 .  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  o b t a i n i n g  s t a t e  funds  t o  implement 
a t r a n s p l a n t  program a p p e a r s  t o  be v e r y  l i m i t e d  ( i . e . ,  on ly  
one o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t ) .

3.  The most  r e c e n t  t r a n s p l a n t  e f f o r t  t o  E t o l i n  I s l a n d  i s  s t i l l  
b e i n g  m o n i to re d  t o  d e te rm in e  s u c c e s s .  A t te m p t in g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
e l k  h e r d s  i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t im e  would be p r e m a tu re .

4. E lk  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  be m o n i to re d ,  and th e  
d e p a r tm e n t  has  no fu n d in g  t o  u n d e r t a k e  such  an e f f o r t .

5 .  R ecen t  o u t b r e a k s  o f  d i s e a s e ,  i n c l u d e  b o v in e  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  in  
e l k  and o t h e r  c e r v i d s  i n  some w e s t e r n s  s t a t e s  and p r o v i n c e s  
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  r e e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t r a n s l o c a t i o n  o f  such  a n im a l s .  
Most s t a t e s  and p r o v i n c e s  a r e  t i g h t e n i n g  t h e i r  i m p o r t / e x p o r t  
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e  
p o p u l a t i o n s .

1



6. T r a n s p l a n t e d  e l k  i n  S o u th e a s t  A lask a  w i l l  n e g a t i v e l y  impact  
d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n s  where c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t s  o v e r l a p .

7.  The d e p a r t m e n t ' s  S p e c i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s  g e n e r a l l y  oppose 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  o f  e l k  b e c a u se  t r a n s p l a n t s  o f t e n  have u n f o r e s e e n  
d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s .  These p o l i c i e s  s t a t e  t h a t  "p ro p o sed  
t r a n s p l a n t s  must meet  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  be 
a p p ro v ed :  1) t h e  p ro p o s e d  t r a n s p l a n t  s i t e  must p r o v i d e
s u f f i c i e n t  and  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  t o  s u p p o r t  a v i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  e l k  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  by com prehens ive  s t u d y ;  2) p r i o r  s tu d y  
must e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  e l k  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  
a f f e c t  t h e  numbers ,  h e a l t h ,  o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t  
s p e c i e s ;  3) p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p o s e d  t r a n s p l a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
must  be a s s u r e d ;  and 4) f u t u r e  p u b l i c  u se  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e  must 
be g u a r a n t e e d . "  The c u r r e n t l y  p ro p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  does  no t  
p r o v i d e  t h e  f u n d in g  o r  means f o r  m e e t in g  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t .

C o m m iss io n e r ' s  S i g n a t u r e  P a t
/ J /  ' /  .
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate Majority Leader 

Chair. Judiciarv Committee 

Via’ Chair. Community &

!’ cgion.il Aliairs

Member. State Adairs Committee 
Committee on Committees 

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force 

Legislative Council S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

State Capitoi 

luncau. Alaska ‘/TSOI-US- 

0071 465-J873 

Fax: MOT  -165-3922

332 Front Street 

Ketchikan. Alaska 99901 

’)()7i 225 SOT 

Kl.v; ’9lV»l 225 0' '

R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B ill 43

S um m a ry  of Senate Resource C om m itte e  changes to SB  43

Sec tio n  1 (b) w as am ended  to p rov ide the d ep a rtm en t the a b il ity  to tra n sp la n t 
e lk  to p u b lic  or p r iva te  la n d .

S ec t ion  1 (d) w as am ended  to e lim in a te  the req u irem en t to adop t regu la t io ns , 
in s tead  c a ll in g  for a p u b lic  h e a r in g  process. After the  p u b lic  h e a r in g  process 
the d epa rtm en t w o u ld  deve lop  c r ite r ia  to im p lem e n t th is  sec tio n .

S ection  2 w as am ended  to add an  im m ed ia te  effective date.

District A:

H y d e r  • Ketchikan • K u p r c a n o f  • M e y e r s  C h u c k  • Petersburg • S a x m a n  • Sitka • Wrangell



Revision Date: 12/16/93_____________________ Dept. Affected: Fish and Game____
Title: An Act relating to transplantau n of elk____  BRU: Wildlife Cons°rvation

__________________________  Component: Wildlife Conservation
Sponsor: Senator Taylor__________________  ____________
Requestor: House Resources_________________  ‘ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0473

FISCAL NOTE
S TA TE  O F  A LA SK A  B IL L  NO . CSSB43(FIN)
1994 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00
PERSONAL SERVICES 179.1 185.3 196.0 40.8 40.8 40.9
TRAVEL 29.0 29.0 29.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
CONTRACTUAL 125.4 125.4 125.4 27.0 27.0 27.0
SUPPLIES 70.8 70.8 70.8 14.0 14.0 14.0
EQUIPMENT 10.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 414.3 415.5 426.2 86.8 86.8 86.8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match -*

1004 GF 414.3 415.5 426.2 86.8 86.8 86.8
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 414.3 415.5 426.2 86.8 86.8 86.8

Estimate of any current year (FY 94) cost: $ 15.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 4 4 4 1 1 1
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See page 2 and attached Requests for New Positions for detailed breakdown.

Prepared By: Kim Titus. Regional Supervisor J f  ^ Phone: 465-4265
Division: Wildlife Coti
Approved by Commissioner.
Agency: Alaska Pet

. regional supervisor___________n  » rmone: 903-4/03______

o n ^ r v a t ^ i /  D3te: 12/lfi/93______j -

DOTnetft orR sham i Ga me !  J  Date: - L ^ / t ( fa .

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES OF GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

Page 1 of 2



F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  C S S B  4 3 ( F I N ) P a g e  2  o f  2

Assumptions for Operating Expenditures:

1. Approximately 350 elk will be obtained and introduced to four locations in . 
Southeast Alaska during a 3-year period, with approximately 1/3 of the animals moved ' 
each year. Estimates of cost are based on costs of moving 50 elk to Etolin Island in the 
mid-1980s with an adjustment for inflation, multiplied by seven.

. 2. Current fiscal year (FY94) costs = $ 15.0
Total 3-year cost w/o monitoring = 950.4
Total 6-year monitoring cost = 566.0
TOTAL = 1,531.4

3. Due to the magnitude of this undertaking, four new positions will be necessary to 
conduct a successful Operation without impacting other regional functions and 
responsibilities. Three of these positions (WB III, WB I, FWT III) will lapse after the 
program's third year (FY97), and the fourth position (FWT III) will continue to monitor elk 
movements, mortality, etc. through FY00. (See "Request for New Position" forms.)

4. Summary of other major expenditures:

Travel (line 200): includes point-to-point travel and per diem for department staff 
within Southeast Alaska and outside to assist in capture efforts and escort elk 
from "lower 48" capture sites. Also, includes per diem expenses for wildlife 
agency staffs in affected states.

Contractual (line 300): includes costs of elk. In the past acquisition was by 
exchange for mountain goats, river otters, etc., which the department captured in
Alaska and crated and shipped to states where elk were obtained. Also includes
costs of veterinary services, rental of animal transport vehicles, fixed-wing and 
helicopter charters for monitoring, expense of holding public meetings, 
negotiations with other states for animal acquisition, telephone, miscellaneous.

Supplies (line 400): includes costs of drugs for elk and/or other "game";
materials for crates for elk, '  .is, otters, other "game"; 200 radios; visual collars; 
corrals and wing traps.

Equipment (line 500): includes telemetry equipment.



Position T it le  
W ILDLIFE BIOLOGIST 111

No. of Positions Range / Step Barg. Un it 
1 18/A CGU

T im e Status Staff Months 
PFT 12

Location E lection D istrict 
Juneau 1,2,3,4,5

TYPE OF EXPEND ITURE AM O U N T Justification
This position w ill report directly to the Regional Supervisor and w ill perform the follow ing tasks:

t

1. Negotiate w ith other states or Canadian Provinces to secure elk. Arrange terms and conditions 
for exchanging native Alaskan w ild life  for elk in  other states. Other states w ill not sell elk to

Salary 42.0 42.0
Benefits 16.2 16.2
Premium Pay
Other Alaska. 1

2. Draft MOU s and cooperative agreements w ith other stal -s/provinces to identify the 
obligations of each party; i.e., time-lines, numbers of animals to be relocated, etc. '
3. Coordinate physical relocation of elk and species exchanged for elk. Based upon previous 
department experience, at least 15 separate elk relocations w ill be necessary. Coordinate all 
pub lic participation in  relocations. Work w ith regional administrative staff to develop 
contractual arrangements w ith other states/provinces to fund travel for employees of other 
w ild life  agencies, secure trucks, land ing craft, ferry space, etc.
4. Coordinate and attend pub lic  meetings in  Southeast Alaska and in other states. Past 
experience has shown that obtaining elk from other states requires broad pub lic support in the 
other states.
5. Supervise a ll field activities invo lv ing  elk introductions and trades for other species. The 1987 
transplant to Etolin island invo lved capturing mountain goats and otters. It also invo lved buying 
otters from Louisiana to provide to Nebraska to pay a 15-year debt Oregon owed Nebraska for 
w ild  turkeys.
6. Work w ith U.S. Forest Service to draft management guidelines, feasibility reports, and NEPA 
documents.
7. Coordinate media contacts, news releases, and respond to information requests from the 
media, the public, the Board of Game, the Alaska Legislature, and conservation and 
environmental organizations. i
8. Develop and implement all elk monitoring programs.
9. Supervise a staff of three full-time positions: one WB1 and two F8cW Tech Ill's.

»

Total Personal Services 58.2 58.2
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 58.2
FU N D IN G  SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
C.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 58.2
I-A Receipts 1007
Q P  Receipts 1061
Other

.

•

R e q u e s t  F o r
N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FISH A ND  GAME

BRU D ivis ion of W ild life Conservation

COM PONENT Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant P a g e  ________1__ of 1

R e v i s e d  Date: 1 2 / 1 6 / 9 3

| FY95 |



Position T itle 
W ILDLIFE BIOLOGIST I

No. of Positions Range / Step Barg. U n it 
1 14/A C CU

T im e Status Staff Months 
PFT 12

Location Election D istrict 
Juneau 1,2,3,4,5

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE AM O U N T Justification
1. Provide direct support and assistance to Elk Transplant project leader (WB 111) on a ll aspects of 
the project. Serve as project leader in  absence of WB III.

2. Directly supervise hand ling of all w ild life  spedes invo lved . Travel to states/provinces 
provid ing elk to oversee trapping efforts, veterinary services (e.g disease screening), and 
transport. The incumbent in  this position must be somone w ith experience in  handling large [ 
ungulates.

3. Work w ith other states/provinces on a ll technical aspects of w ild life  exchanges.

4. Purchase equipment and supplies ( indud ing drugs, antibiotics, and telemetry equipment), and 
materials for constructing traps, crates, cages, etc.

5. Supervise and participate in all capture operations.

Salary 31.7 31.7
Benefits 13.4 13.4
Premium Pay .
Other

Total Personal Services 45.1 45.1
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

ToJal Cost 45.1
i FUND ING  SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 45.1
I-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

R e q u e s t  F o r
N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT OF FIS11 AND  GAME

BRU D ivis ion of W ild life  Conservation

COM PONENT  Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant
P a g e  _______ 1__ of 1

R e v i s e d  Date: 1 2 / 1 6 / 9 3

|  F Y  9 5  |



Position Title
FISH & WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 111

No. of Positions Range / Step Barg. Unit 
1 11/A CGU j

Time Status Staff M jn 'h s  
PFT 12

Location Election District 
Juneau 1,2,3,4,5

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE AMOUNT Just’fic^tion
1. Setve as tec’ ■veal staff to the WB I.

2. Assist in all animal capture/handling operations.

3. Where necessary, construct riaps, cages, fences, crates, etc.

4. Accompany elk from capture sites to release sites to ensure proper treatment and handling.

.5. Assist WBI during transport to avoid capture myopathy, hyperthermia, and stress due tc 
exposure to people on ferries, etc. Feed and water elk in transit. Assist with transferring elk from 
traps to trucks and from trucks to ferries or aircraft.

6. Maintain inventory of equipment and supplies. Maintain all veterinary files, including disease 
testing records.

7. Assist with monitoring operations during first three years of project.

•

Salary 26.4 26.4
Benefits 11.9 11.9
Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services 383 38.3
Travel ,

Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 383
FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
Central Fund 1004 38.3
I-A Receipts 1007
C1P Receipts 1061
Other

R e q u e s t  F o r
N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

BRU Division of Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant Page _____ 1 _  of 1
Revised Date: 12/16/93

| F Y 9 5  |



Petit ion Title
FISH Sc WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN III

No. of Positions Range / Step Barg. Unit 
1 11/A CGU

Time Status Staff Months 
PFT 12

Location Election District 
Juneau . 1,23,4,5

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE AMOUNT Justification
1. Conduct all monitoring activities for transplanted elk including flying telemetry surveys as 
well as conducting ground and water-based surveys.

2. Monitor mortality censors and whenever possible determine cause of death by immediate, on- 
the-ground inspection.

3. Maintain complete files of all data obtained through monitoring/including movements and 
survivorship.

4. Work with U.S. Forest Service staff on monitoring programs; arrange logistics with USFS to 
minimize costs to both parties.

5. Assist with initial capture and transplant activities.

Salary 26.4 26.4
Benefits 11.9 11.9
Premium Pay <
Other

1 Total Personal Services 38.3 383
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 383
FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 383
1-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

R e q u e s t  F o r  
N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME F Y  95
BRU Division of Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT Fiscal Note CSSB43 - Elk Transplant |  Page 1 of 1

■ i Revised Date: 12/16/93



s i s  B

Mountain Goat and Elk introduction to Prince of Wales Island. 

Objective:

To establish self sustaining herds of Mountain Goat and Elk to Prince 
of Wales Island. To allow the residents of Prince of Wales the 
opportunity of a varied wildlife population.

Justification:

This proposal is based on public demand as supplied in the petition 
enclosed. The ADF&G's obligation according to Alaska State Statute 
Title 16, Fish and Game chapter 25 Section 16.25.010, Stocking of 
Public Lands.

P R O P O S A L

In troduction:

cc: Sen. Robin Taylor 
Repr. Jerry Mackie 
Sen. Fred Zharoff 
Dave Kellyhouse, ADF&G  
Ketchikan Sports & Wildlife Club



M M e n t e r p r is e s

RITA HASKIN  / INDEPENDENT REUVDISTRIBUTOR

O ctober25,1992

Senator Robin Taylor 
P.O. Box 1441 
Wrangell, A laska 99929

D ear Senator Taylor,

I ’d  like to thank you fo r the good tim e my husband and  1 had a t th e Rocky M ountain E ld  Foundation banquet We are 

members o f the foundation (6 yrs), and o f the K etchikan Sports A W ildl^e Club. 1 am  responsible fo r the petitions around Prince 

o f W hales Island to transplan t M ountain G oat and  E lk  i seen you on a  tape I  received from  the R ain Country television program  

involed in  the D eer M ountain transplant fo r goats. 1 wanted to m ake you aw are o f the interest on PO W for goats A  elk

I ’d  tike to  personally thank you fo r your support o f the Rocky M ountain EUc Foundation. I t is som ething very dear to my h eart

Enclosed are copies o f the signatures Pve received so far. I  keep in  contact w ith N oel Putm an, and w ill keep you posted o f 

the residents interest in  goats A  e lk

Enclosures
cc: Steve W eaver - Rocky M ountain E lk  Foundation 

N oel Putm an-K etchikan Sports A  W ildlife C lub

P.O. B o x  468 Craig, Alaska 99921 1-800-478-2479



W e ,  -as r e s i d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s  a n d  E l k  
I n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  i s l a n d .  W e ' d  l i k e  to 
s h o w  o u r  s u p p o r t  l>y s i g n i n g  o u r  n a m e  to 
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  .‘".ports a n d  W i l d l i f e  C l u b  
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W e ,  a s  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s  a n d  E l k  

i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  i s l a n d .  W e ' d  l i k e  to 
s h o w  o u r  s u p p o r t  b y  s i g n i n g  o u r  n a m e  to 
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C l u b  

h e l p  u s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  a b o u t .
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"We,  a s  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s  a n d  E l k  
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  i s l a n d .  W e ' d  l i k e  t o  
. s h o w  o u r  s u p p o r t  b y  s i g n i n g  o u r  n a m e  t o  
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C l u b  
h e l p  u s  t o  b r i n g  t h j t s  a D o u t .
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We, a s - r e s i d e n t s  of Prince of W a l e s  I s l a n d  .I,-1'-s 1
w o u l d  like to see M o u n t a i n  G o a t s and E l k  HH_i.
i n t r o d u c e d  t o \ o u r  island. W e ’d like to V / P
s h o w  our s u p p o r t  •by s i g n i n g  our name to &F'
h e l p  the Ketchikan* S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C l u b  ^
help us ’ to brin&'-this about.
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W e ,  a s  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s  a n d  E l k  
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  i s l a n d .  W e ' d  l i k e  t o  
s h o w  o u r  s u p p o r t  b y  s i g n i n g  o u r  n a m e  t o  
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C l u b  
h e l p  u s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  a b o u t .
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/{ __ We, as r e s i d e n t s  of P r i n c e  of  W a les I s l a n d  Jp- t-
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W e ,  a s  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s  a n d  E l k  
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  i s l a n d .  W e ' d  l i k e  t o  ^*-;r
s h o w  b u r  s u p p o r t  b y  s i g n i n g  o u r  n a m e  t o  
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d . W i l d l i f e  C l u b  
h e l p  u s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  a b o u t .  ' ; .
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We, as r e s i d e n t s  of P r i n c e  of Wales I s l a n d  
w o u l d  like to see M o u n t a i n  G o ats a n d  Elk 
i n t r o d u c e d  to our island. W e ' d  like to 
s h o w  our s u p p o r t - b y  s i g n i n g  our n a m e  to 
h e l p  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  .Sports and W i l d l i f e  C l u b  
help us to b r i n g  this about.
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K E T C H IK A N  S P O R T S  a n d  W I L D L IF E  C L U B
P.O. Box 5122 • Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

lA^ K  l o Rreo

P R O P O S A L

A p r i l  5, 1992

R o o s e v e l t  E l k  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to R e v i l l a g i g e d o  I s l a n d ,  S.E. Alaska,

O b j e c t i v e : E s t a b l i s h  a s e l f  s u s t a i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  of R o o o s e v e l t  
E l k  to this a r ea.

J u s t i f i c a t i o n : A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  T i t l e  16 F i s h  a n d  G a m e  c h a p t e r  25 
S e c t i o n  1 6 . 2 5 0 . 0 1 0  S t o c k i n g  of P u b l i c  La n d s .

R e s p e c t i v e  C o o p e r a t o r s :

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Ga m e  
U . S . D . A .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  Cl u b

S i n c e r e l y ;

Bob D e W i t t
K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  C l u b

cc; C a r l  R o s s i e r ,  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
M i k e  B a r t o n ,  U . S . D . A .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
R o b i n  T a y l o r ,  D i s t r i c t  R e p r e s e n t i t i v e
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K E T C H IK A N  S P O R T S  a n d  WTTDI.FFF. n.lTR
P.O. Box 5122 • Ketchikan, Alaska'99901

^  /'RECEIVEDAV3 1 3
V

C A R L  R O S I E R
C O M M I S S I O N E R
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  FISH AND G A M E
P.O. B O X  3-2000
J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  99802

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  R o s i e r ;  A u g u s t  13, 1991

I n c l o s e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  p r o p o s a l s  r e g a r d i n g  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  R o o s e v e l t  Elk t o  a r e a s  i n d i c a t e d .  O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f e e l s  t h e s e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of S.E. Alaska.

A s  y o u  a r e  aware. Elk h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  to 
S o u t h  E t o l i n  I s l a n d  w e s t  of W r a n g e l l  a n d  a r e  d o i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
w e l l .  S i n c e  S o u t h  E t o l i n  I s l a n d  has b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  a W i l d e r n e s s  
a r e a  w e  f e e l  a n o t h e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to o n e  o r  all of the l o c a t i o n s  
w e  a r e  p r o p o s i n g  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
of F i s h  a n d  Game.

O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to m e e t i n g  w i t h  y o u r  s t aff 
to e v a l u a t e  the p r o p o s e d  sites.

S I N C E R L Y ;

B ob D e W i t t  Af>
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C l u b

cc; R o n  S o m m e r v i l l e  
Re p .  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
Sen. L l o y d  J o n e s  
M i k e  B a r t o n  U . S.F.S.



K E TC H IK A N  SPORTS and W IL D L IF E  CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 • Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL 
ROOSEVELT ELK TO KRUZOFF ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lu b  b e l i e v e s  th e  m u l t i p l e  use 
c o n c e p t  r e l a t i n g  to  the S.E.  R e g io n a l  D i s t r i c t  wou ld  be more b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  H u n te r s  and N o n - h u n te r s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i f  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  were to  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  to  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  on K r u z o f f  I s l a n d  .

OBJECTIVE

To i n t r o d u c e  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  o u t s i d e  o f  N a t i o n a l  Monuments and d e s ig n a te d  
W i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  t o  u t i l i z e  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  f o r  E l k  where th e y  are  
n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  t o  a l l o w  f u t u r e  H u n te r s  and N o n - h u n te r s  
a l t e r n a t e  a re a s  t o  u t i l i z e  these  r e s o u r s e s .

JUSTIFICATION

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  based upon p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and demand, p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p a n s io n  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  a rea  and i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  on e x i s t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  W i l d l i f e .  We f e e l  t h i s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  would be 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  d i r e c t i v e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  T i t l e  
16. S t u d i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  a reas  on K r u z o f f  I s l a n d  were done i n  t h e  mid 
6 0 ’ s and a g a in  i n  th e  mid 7 0 ’ s i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  R o o s e v e l t  E l k .

FINANCING

F und in g  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  by the  f o l l o w i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and g roups :

K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lub  
A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i s h  and Game 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
Rocky M o u n ta in  E l k  F o u n d a t io n  ( RMEF)

CONCLUSION

I t  a ppe a rs  f r om p r i v a t e  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  many a re a s  
a v a i l a b l e  and s u i t a b l e  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  t o  K r u z o f f  I s l a n d .  
We hope t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  we have p r o v i d e d  w i l l  h e l p  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h i s  
p roposa  1 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

KETCHIKAN SPORTS AND WILDLIFE CLUB

Bob D e U i t t  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t



K E T C H IK A N  SPORTS and W IL D L IF E  CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 • Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL 
ROOSEVELT ELK TO GRAVINA ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lub  b e l i e v e s  the  m u l t i p l e  use 
c o n c e p t  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  S .E .  R e g io n a l  D i s t r i c t  w ou ld  be more b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  H u n t e r s  and N o n - h u n te r s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i f  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  were t o  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  on G r a v ln a  I s l a n d  .

OBJECTIVE

To I n t r o d u c e  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  o u t s i d e  o f  N a t i o n a l  Monuments and d e s i g n a t e d  
W i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  t o  u t i l i z e  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  f o r  E l k  where t h e y  a re  
n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  t o  a l l o w  f u t u r e  H u n te r s  and N o n - h u n te r s  
a l t e r n a t e  a re a s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  r e s o u r s e s .

JUSTIFICATION

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  based upon p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and demand, p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p a n s io n  w i t h i n  the  l o c a l  a r e a  and i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  on e x i s t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  W i l d l i f e .  We f e e l  t h i s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  would  be 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  d i r e c t i v e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  T i t l e  
16. S t u d i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  on G r a v i n a  I s l a n d  were done i n  t h e  mid 
60*s  and a g a in  i n  the  mid 7 0 ' s  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  R o o s e v e l t  E l k .

FINANCING

F u n d in g  and s u p p o r t  r o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  by th e  f o l l o w i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and groups :

K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lub  
A l a s k a  D e pa r tm en t  o f  F i s h  and Game 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
Rocky M o u n ta in  E l k  F o u n d a t i o n  (RMEF)

CONCLUSION

I t  a p p e a rs  f r om p r i v a t e  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  t h a t  t h e r e  a ' e  many a rea s  
a v a i l a b l e  and s u i t a b l e  f o r  I n t r o d u c i n g  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  t o  G ra v in a  I s l a n d .  
We hope t h i s  I n f o r m a t i o n  we have p r o v i d e d  w i l l  h e l p  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h i s  
p r o p o s a I .

S i n c e r e l y ,

KETCHIKAN SPORTS AND WILDLIFE CLUB

Bob D e W l t t  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t



K E TC H IK A N  SPORTS and W IL D L IF E  CLUB
P.O. Box 5122 • Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

PROPOSAL
ROOSEVELT ELK TO PRINCE OF UALES ISLAND

INTRODUCTION

The K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lu b  b e l i e v e s  th e  m u l t i p l e  use 
c o n c e p t  r e l a t i n g  to  the S.E.  R e g io n a l  D i s t r i c t  would  be more b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  H u n t e r s  and N o n -h u n te rs  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i f  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  were to  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  to s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  on P r i n c e  o f  Wales I s l a n d  .

OBJECTIVE

To i n t r o d u c e  R o o s e v e l t  E lk  o u t s i d e  o f  N a t i o n a l  Monuments and d e s ig n a t e d  
W i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  t o  u t i l i z e  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  f o r  E l k  where t h e y  are
n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  t o  a l l o w  f u t u r e  H u n te r s  and N o n - h u n t e r s
a l t e r n a t e  a re a s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  r e s o u r s e s .

JUSTIFICATION

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  based upon p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and demand, p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p a n s io n  w i t h i n  the  l o c a l  a re a  and i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  on e x i s t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  W i l d l i f e .  We f e e l  t h i s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  would  be 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  T i t l e  
16. S t u d i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  a reas  on P r i n c e  o f  Wales I s l a n d  were done in  
t he  mid 6 0 ’ s and a g a in  in  th e  mid 7 0 ' s  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  R o o s e v e l t  
E l k .

F 1NANE1NfiNCING

F u nd in g  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  by th e  f o l l o w i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and g roups :

K e t c h i k a n  S p o r t s  and W i l d l i f e  C lu b  
A la s k a  D ep a r tm en t  o f  F i s h  and Game 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
Rocky M o u n ta in  E l k  F o u n d a t io n  (RMEF)

CONCLUSION

I t  appea rs  f rom p r i v a t e  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many a re a s  
a v a i l a b l e  and s u i t a b l e  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  R o o s e v e l t  E l k  t o  P r i n c e  o f  Wales 
I s l a n d .  We hope t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  we have p r o v i d e d  w i l l  h e l p  i n  
e v a l u a t i n g  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

IFE CLUB

Bob DeWltt
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THE,
W ITH A LITTLE LUCK, 

elk hunting may som e­
day become an annual 

t radition for so u th e a s te rn  
Alaska spo r tsm en . Accord­
ing to s ta te  game biologist 
Charlie Land, a transp lan t cf 
50 elk from Oregon to Etolin 
Island is showing promise.

R o o s e v e l t  e lk ,  t a k e n  
from the Jewell Meadows 
Wildlife Management Area 
in Oregon, and Rocky Moun­
tain elk from e a s te rn  O re ­
gon, were re lea sed  in 1987 
on Etolin Island nea r Wran­
gell. Of the 30 elk that were

AST’S ELK INVASION
fitted with radio collars and 
re leased there, 10 were still 
alive in the spring of 1990. 
Alaska D epa r tm en t of Fish 
and Came su rveys and r e ­
po rts  from loggers, f isher­
men and o the r  o b se rve rs  in 
the area indicate the remain­
ing elk are in good condition 
and have produced calves 
annually.

Despite r epo r t s  that elk 
have spread to nearby Za- 
rembo, Brownson and D ee r 
islands, Land says, "The elk 
on Etolin are now at the 
crucial point of success  or

failure. Every indication is 
t h a t  the in troduct ion will 
succeed ."

Until recently, the only 
elk in A laska w ere  found 
on R aspber ry  and Afognak 
islands near Kodiak. T rans­
planted in 1928 from Wash­
ington's Olympic Peninsula, 
the animals eventually e s ­
tab lished stable, huntable 
populations. In the 1989-90 
season, hunters  harves ted 
206 Roosevelt elk on Rasp­
b e r ry  and Afognak islands, 
up from a total of 124 in 
1988-89. •

W o l f  S e a s o n  E x t e n d e d .

W olves In game management Unit 15A 
on the Kenai Peninsula appear to be 

flourishing. In fact, the 45 or so predators 
wore doing so well last Fobruory that the 
stole extended the trapping season one 
month.According to a report In Ihe Peninsula 
Clarion, the reason lor the extension Is not to control wolves on the Kenai, but "to provide 
additional trapping experiences In Ihe Held

because of surplus wolves." Area wildlife biol­
ogist Ted Spraker sold at least 45 wolves were 
residing in GMU T5A Iasi winter—well above 
Ihe Alaska Department of Fish and Game's 
population ob| jctlve of 25 to 35 wolves.

ADF&G reported that two large woll 
packs In GMU 15A conlolnlng 26 wolves ore 
Intesled with lice. The deportment hoped Ihe 
extended season mlr-ht slow or prevent Ihe 
spreadofllcetootherpacks. •

m

BLUES
F i s h i n g  p r e s s u r e  o n

bu rbo t,  or f r e s h w a t e r  
ling, has increased d r a ­

matically over the las t d e ­
c ad e  in m any  p a r t s  o f  
in te r io r  A la ska .  In fac t,  
s ta te biologists say tha t so 
many b u r b o t  h a v e  b e e n  
taken, especially with set- 
lines through lake and river 
ice. that they are conce rned  
s t o c k s  m ay  s o o n  be  
depleted.

L a s t  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  
Alaska Departmen t of Fish 
and G am e  i s s u e d  e m e r ­
gency c losures on a number 
of lakes and s t re am s in the 
T anana  and T yone  r i v e r  
drainages and the Lake Lou­
ise a re a  ne a r  G lenna l len . 
Results of s tud ies in som e 
lakes revealed a 60 pe rcen t  
drop" in burbot populations 
b e tw e en  1987 and 198S. 
The d e c re a s e s  have b e en  
attributed to the w inter set- 
line sport fishery.

Burbot, brownish-yellow 
bottom feeders with long t a ­
pering bodies, are savored 
for their firm, white flesh. 
The fish p ro v id e  w i n t e r  
sport for set-line fishermen 
who a re  allowed to ca tch  
them through the ice using 
as many as 15 baited lines 
per angler.

In the past, bag iimits 
have been liberal, but b e ­
cause the fish grow slowly 
and a re  la te  to m a t u r e ,  
popular waters have quickly 
been overfished. •
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T a y l o r ’ s  e l k ,  5  y e a r s  l a t e r :  R e a d y  t o  h u n t ?

T A Y L O R ’ S  E L K 5 i « e
by Robin Taylor 

Alaska editor
P E T E R S B U R G  —  It look  24 ye a rs  a c ­

co rd ing  to Rober t  Dewitt, p re s id en t 
o f  the K e tch ik an  S p o r t sm e n ’s  A s s o ­
c ia t ion (225-4002), but on e  f ine day  
in 1987, a sm a l l  g r o u p  o f  33 
Rooseve l t  e lk  found  th em se lv e s  a lo ne  

on E tol in Island. Jo in ed  a few  m on th s  la te r  by  17 
Rocky  M oun ta in  elk, th e  an im a ls  h av e  e k ed  ou t a 
living, and have  f ina lly b eg un  to e x p an d  to o th e r  
is lands in Sou theas t .

Th is  year, A D F & G  is con s id e r ing  Ihe reques t 
o f  the K e tch ik an  S p o r t sm e n ’s A ssoc ia t io n  to a p ­
prove the he rd 's  first pe rm i t  hun t in 1993.

T h is  hunt, i f  app roved , will he ra ld  the  first e lk  
eve r taken by an A laskan  sport hun te r  in s o u th ­
eas t Alaska.

"T h e  pro jec t s ta r ted  w ith  a bill in the  leg is la ­
ture  ca l l ing  fo r no t less than 30 and  not m o re  than 
100 elk on E to l in  Island, * s a y s  P e te rs bu rg  
A D E & G  bio log is t C ha r l ie  L and  (7 72-3801). “A 
com pan ion  p iece  got $50,000 to pay  fo r  it."

T he  bill w as  spon so red  by  now-Senator Rob in  
T ay lo r  (father o f  th e  F & l l  N ew s  A la ska  editor). 
It met w ith s t i f f  re s is tance  from  A D F & G  who  
feared that e lk  cou ld  not co-exist w i th  d e e r  on 
E tol in Island.

Thank fu l ly  those  fears h av e  not been  bo rn  out. 
V ideo foo tage  o f  d e e r  l inge r ing  nea r  the elk, as- 
sum ed ly  fo r p ro tec t ion  f rom  Ihe wo lv es  d id  a lot 
to a s suage  fea is  that the  tw o  sp ec ie s  m igh t not 
m ix. S im ila rly, tha t s am e  foo tag e  sh ow ed  the  e lk  
g raz ing on grass, a type  o f  fo liage  bas ica l ly  ig­
no red by S i tk a  b lack ta i l  deer, c a lm ing  conce rn s  
that the c ik  and d ee r  m igh t  com pe te  o v e r  food.

T aken  f rom  Ihe Jewel M eadow s  in O re g o n  the 
first 33 elk w e re  pa id  for w ith go a ts  c ap tu red  nea r 
Ke tch ikan . E ach  goa t brougi.. tw o  e lk  ap iece . T h e  
first re lease w as  in Janu a ry  o f  '.987.

T w o  m on th s  later, 17 m o re  elk, th is l im e 
Rocky  M oun ta in  e lk  from  O r e g o n ’s E lk h o m  
range, c am e  to A laska  in e x ch ang e  fo r a sm al l  
n um be r  o f  otter. T h e s e  o t te r  b e c am e  the  l in chp in  
o f  a 5-state deal that e v en tua l ly  ca r r ied  A la sk a ’s 
fui bea re rs  all ihe way to N eb ra sk a .

_5iL

portun is t ic .  T h i s  g en era l ly  m ean s  that little effort 
is m ad e  to a c t ive ly  find Ihe  elk. Ove r f l ig h ts  will 
p ick  up  the occ a s io n a l  rad io  co l la r  as they  d id  on 
Oct. 12 o f  this year, and  som e t im e s  non-collarcd 
elk a re  spo t ted  on bea che s  and in op en  areas, but 
l itt le ac t ive  c oun t in g  o f  the e lk goes  on.

"A b ou t  the o tdy  way w e  can find them  is by 
fo l low ing  the rad io  co l la rs , "  s ay s  Larsen.

Larsen c o n fe s se s  that recen t  e s t im a t io n s  o f  the 
herd s ize  have  had to be  ex t ra po la ted  f rom  a low  
num be r  o f  s igh t in g s  and  the ve ry  few  rad io  c o l ­
lars that a re  still in ope ra t ion . T h e  co l la rs  were  
g iv en  a 3-year ba t te ry  that theore t ica l ly  shou ld  
have  exp ired  in J anua ry  1990. L a rsen  be l ieves  
th e re  a re 6 still in o p e ra t ion

T h e  b eh av io r  o f  the tw o  su bg ro u p s  re lea sed  on 
E to l in  5 yea rs  a g o  d if fe rs  greatly . T h e  Rooseve l t  
s u bg rou p  has s tayed  w i th in  a few m iles  o f  its re ­
lease  po in t in D ew ey  A n ch o ra g e  th roughou t their 
s tay  on  the is land L and  repo rts  that ov e r  the last 
y ea r  o r  so  the he rd  has begun  to m ig ra te  up and 
d ow n  the h i l l s ides w ith  the ch ang e  o f  se a son s  —  
typ ica l o f  the i r  O re go n  ances to rs .

T h e  R ocky  M oun ta in  subg roup , by  contrast, 
has prac t ica l ly  g row n  w ings. Repo r ts  o f  e lk  h ave  
c om e  f rom  d if fe r ing  po in ts  on  Etolin, Bushy, 
Sh rubby , M itkof, Deer, D rownson , Z a rcm bo , and 
the is lands o f  T h r e e  W ay  Passage . Amaz ing ly ,  
s om e  o f  the se  is lands  a re sep a ra ted  by s t re tches  o f  
w a te r  o v e r  a m ile  w ide  at the i r  na r row es t  point.

T h e  latest repo rt  p laces  a sm a l l  g roup  o f  elk on 
the sou th  s id e  o f  C icv c la nd  Pen insu la , in S p a ­
c iou s  Bay. A lm os t  a s su red ly  R ocky  M oun ta in  
Elk, th is group, w as  repo r ted  to Rober t  D ew it t  in 
K e tch ik an  (225-4002).

“T h e y ’re go ing  like g angbu s te r s , "  he says.
A cco rd in g  to Land, the  R ocky  M oun ta in  elk 

h a v e  e s tab l ish ed  th em se lve s  c  t bo th  E to l in  and 
Z a rem bo .  T h e  elk on  Z a r em bo  had tw o  rad io  co l ­
lars go ing  Tor a l im e  and  s igh t in gs  are regu la r ly  
repo r ted  by p a ss ing  f ishermen.

O n  the a c c om pany in g  map, the loca tions o f  
som e  o f  the d iffe ren t  s ig h t in g s  are co lo red  in. R e ­
po r ts  f rom  f i sh e rm en  con te  in to L a n d ’s office, 
and  to D ew i t t ’s h om e  regu la r ly , som e  a c c o m p a ­
n ied by fu zzy  pho to g rap h s  o r  a dis tan t v ideo im ­
age. T o  be a c o n f i rm ed  sigh ting, a loca t ion  needs
1-itli.T multiple r.-rwM-lt frnm acmlaili SQllTCCS Ol
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mi n>< mourns lull i, i / m ine  elk, this t ime 
Rocky Moun ta in  e 1; from  O rego n ' s  E ikhom  
range, c am e  to Alas;.a in exchang e  for a small 
number o f  otter. T h rue  o t te r  becam e  the l inchpin 
of a 5-state deal that even tua l ly  carr ied  A laska 's  
hubea re rs  all the way to Nebraska .

Ity Mnrch o f  1987 A D F& G  laid re leased 50 
elk on to Etolin Island. O f  these, 28 had rad io c o l ­
lars.

"W e monito red the dea th s  o f  ove r ha lf  the elk 
with co l la rs  within 18 mon th s , "  says  Land, W o lf  
and bea r predat ion was b lam ed  for cu t t ing  Ihe 
popu la t ion down to as little as Zi n r  'A its o r ig inal 
size. “F rom  there th ey 've  reached  15 o r  100 an i­
mals."

From a low  reached  app rox im ate ly  two years 
after the first implants, the e lk  have becom e  acc l i ­
mated to their predators, am i have begun to e x ­
pand quickly.

Diffe ren t people  put the actual size o f  the herd 
today " | numbers  rang ing  f rom  75 to 120 animals .

I h e  larger figure c om es  from a census taken 
by Denn is B lackcnbcck lcr, who es t im a ted  the 
herd at 120 animals, 34 o f  wh ich  shou ld  be bulls,

Doug Larsen of,the K e tch ikan office, who  pu ts  
the herd al a more c on se rva t iv e  100 an imals  says 
that monito r ing  o f  the elk has been entii-.1'' op-

On Ihe a ccom pany in g  map, the loca tions o f  
som e  o f  the d iffe ren t s igh tings a rc  co lo red  in. Re ­
ports front f i sh e rm en c om e  in to L a n d ’s office, 
and to D ew i t t ’s hom e  regularly , som e  a ccom pa ­
nied by fuzzy pho tog raph s or a  d is tant video im ­
age, T o  be  a con f i rm ed  sigh ting, a loca tion needs 
either multiple icpoils from separate sources or a 
single report by an A D F& G  obse rve r  o r  cit izen 
source w ith  a conc lu s iv e  pho tog raph . U ncon ­
firmed repo rts  a re sigh tings w ithou t a conclus ive  
pho tog raph  that have  not been con f i rm ed  by se p a ­
rate reports.

'Hie T ay lo r  elk lieid has c om e  into the l im e ­
light on ce  aga in  w ith the d iscove ry  o f  a cow  elk 
poached  on the north s ide  o f  Zarembo .

A no the r  elk was found dead unde r susp ic ious 
c i r cum s tan ces  a long a ro ad  on the sou th  end  a 
few  w eeks prev ious ly, this one  wea r ing  ; radio 
collar.

Th is  is Ihe se cond  t ime A D F& G  is aw a te  of 
that the he rd  has been a ttacked by  poachers. The  
last lime, in 1988, two K etch ikan residents pulled 
in to a h a rb o r  in Ke tch ikan with the ra ck s  o f  two 
bulls fly ing in the rigging. O n e  o f  the pair r e ­
ce ived a s t i f f  line, Ihe o th e r  >s a fugitive from 
justice.

The S lik ine  S po r tsm en 's  Assoc ia t ion, based in

P R I N C E  O F  

W A L E S  I S L A N D

Li Established Populations 
L I  Confirmed Sightings 
"f t  Release Sites 
H  Unconfirmed Sightings

Wrangell, pos ted  a $1,500 rew a rd  for 
i n fo rm a t io n  le a d in g  to th e  a r re s t  
and/or conv ic t ion  o f  the pe rsons  r e ­
spons ib le  fo r kil l ing the e lk  on Zaretn- 
lio. S ince  its in troduction, the pu rse  
has qu ick ly  sky rocke ted  to a round  
$4,000 thanks to mon ies  dona ted  by a 
dozen  o r  more W range l l  citizens,

T he  invest iga t ion has b een  s tym ied  
by a lack o f  in fo rmation, leav ing F ish 
and Wildlife P ro lcc t ion  T ro op e r  G reg  
H am m  (874-3215) de spera te  for clues.

i f  you have any in fo rm a t ion  rcgai din 
this c a se  d o  not hes i ta te  to call Offici 
l l am m  and leave a message .

If the he rd  is lucky  e n o ugh  In get 
m ild winter, Ihe n um be rs  ol elk i 
sou theas t  m ay j u m p  d ram a t ica l ly .  A< 
c o rd in g  to  Land, the e lk  h ave  calve 
each  y ea r  g iv ing  the herd a sign if ica i 
y o un g e r  popu la t ion . It th is  yotmgi 
popu la t ion  su rv ives  the w in te r  in larg 
numbers ,  m any m o re  v iab le  pa irs wi 
be ava i lab le  to b reed next year.

S u m m i t  l a k e r s  h i t

I’A X S O N  —  L a t e  D e c e m b e r  
should be a great t im e to hit S u m m i t  
Lake, thanks to overf low  ear lie r in Ihe 
month.

Acco rd ing  to Larry Sm ith  o r  Ihe 
S u m m i t  L a k e  L o d g e  (822-3969) 
standing w a te r  on the icc cove rs  som e  
fine lake trout.

"S am  Z a sp ro  got two n ice  lakers a 
coupic w eeks ago," he says.

Accord ing to Smith bo th fish were 
in the 7- to 9-pound range, and had 
excellent flavor. More fish like these 
will he ava i lab le  in the w eeks  ahead,

assum ing  the w ea th e r holds.
"T h e  lake is beautiful, it has a c o u ­

ple inches o f  wa ter on  it, I t 's 15 be low  
so  it shou ld  freeze up  so lid  soon ,"  r e ­
po rts  Smith.

Z a sp ro  took his tw o  fish on a I’ixee 
spoon  w ith c ither a p ink  o r  red center, 
reports Sm ith . J igg ing  spoons  o f  this 
type  " s e em s  to d o  the t r ick "  for 
S um m i t ' s  lake trout.

Most o f  Sum m it Lake lays w ith in 
II) m iles o f  Paxson  h ead ing  north 
a long the R ichardson H ighway,

M i r r o r  L a k e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o d u c e

P O W  s t e e l h e a d  a b o u n d
K L A W O C K  —  I f  you live on  P r i n c e  o f  

W a les ,  o r  rea lly love  to fish s teelhead, now  . 
Is th e  t ime to b low  the dusi o f f  y o u r  g e a r  and 
head  to K law ock .

B ob  Ande rson  o f  d ie F i r ew eed  L odge  
(755-2930) repo rts  tha t the s te e lh ead  have 
hit no t  ju s t  the  K la w o ck  R iv e r ,  bu t  Eag le  
R iv e r ,  H a r r is  C r e e k  a n d  T w e lv e m lle  A n r i  
C r e e k  as well.

"T b e y 'v e  been real iiot. I expec t  th c y ’lj 
be th e re  fo r the nex t m on th  o r  two, in to  J a n ­
uary ," says Anderson.

T h e  w in te r s tee lhead run do e sn ' t  get p u b ­
l ic ized  as heav i ly  as the  sp r ing  run f o r  s ev ­

e ra l reasons. First, it’s sm a l le r  a n d  w o n ’t a c ­
c om m od a te  a s  m any  f ishem tert.  S econd ,  bu t 
m o s t  Importan t ly , the  w e a th e r  is to o  un s ta ­
b le  to  pred ic t; A s  a  result, low  f i sh ing  p r e s ­
s u re  a l low s  a  f i sh e rm en  to g e t  in to  som e  
g o o d  ang i lng  ju s t  m its id e  o f  d o w n to w n  K la ­
w ock .

"I hes i ta te  to mcuket it d u e  to d ie  in c on ­
s is tenc ie s  in the w ea th e r , "  tes t i f ies A nd e r ­
son, “I f  a n y b o d y ’s in te res ted  th e y ' re  there  
r igh t n o w "

A  few  fly-in f i sh e rm en  h av e  a l r eady  been 
tes t ing  the  water, w h ich  s o  fa r  r em a in s  free 
o f  ice.

A N C H O R A G E  —  F ish ing  in M i r .  
r o r  L a k e  remains good acco rd ing  to 
Marvin Schm id t o f  Nor the rn  R ec re ­
ation (.176-8087).

“F ish ing al M in o r  t .ake and F in g e r  
L ak e  has been  good. It 's a lso pretty 
good on B ig L a k e , "  he says.

The Chinook  that b lew  through a

In recent yea rs M ir ro r  I ake has had 
trouble witli excess ive  algae. Luckily 
that p rob lem  h a sn ’t ra ised its head this 
year.

"T h e  lake has e le a ied  up, li.-.h there 
a ie  tas ty and c lean," says  Schm id t.

A c o n f e s s e d  b a i l  f i s h e rm a n ,  
Schm id t prefers to use  sh r im p  over 
o th er  bails. J igg ing fans lend toward

A d m i r a l t y  d e e r  m o v e  h i g h  a g a i n
m

A N G O O N  —  Deer hun t ing  m ound  the south B u tch  Young o f  Ihe S itka  A D F & G  office  (7
end  o f  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  got a little more d if f i ­
cult ea i ly  this month hut shou ld  improve  as snow  
pushes  Ihe an imals hack dow n  the hills.

Ed Ledoiix o f  W ha le r ’s Cove Lodge  (788-
3 l~?Vl vnu t I T il , l f ,T  n il A /I in  i m l 1 1- i i a r j  -l h i l  hunt.

5449) was not near ly  as op tim ist ic .
"H un t in g  on  sou th  A dm ira l ty  is not good ,’ 

says, "T h ey  cou ld  he up  high, or they  cou ld 
gone, we don ' t  rea lly k n ow ."

Kurt Ahcll, a lso jd^W ha lo jL l^ovg JdO i lg lLL .

V. p.
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I I I I  I '  1 1  1 1 1! —  
T a y l o r ’ s  e l k ,  5  y e a r s  l a t e r :  R e a d y  t o  h u n t ?

po rtun is lic .  ' l i t is  gen e ra l ly  m e a n s  tha t lit t le effo r t ^  ' J f $  jTT^.
b y  R o b in  T a y l o r  is m ad e  to  a c t ive ly  f ind  the  elk. O v e r f l ig h ts  w ill L  J .  VT J  J

A la s k a  e d i t o r  p ick  u p  llte o c c a s io n a l  rad io  c o l l a r  as they  d id  o n  H  1 1  f l  f i t  ■■ | H  a
E T E R S B U R G  —  It took  24 ye a rs  ac- Oct .  12 o f  th is  year, a n d  som e t im e s  non-collared

b y  R o b in  T a y l o r  
A l a s k a  e d i t o r

P E T E R S B U R G  —  It took  24 ye a rs  a c ­
co rd ing  to  Rober t  Dew itt ,  p re s id en t  
o f  the K e tch ik an  S p o r t sm en 's  A s s o ­
c ia t ion  (225-4(H)2), bu t  o n e  l ine  day  
in 1987, a  sm a l l  g r o u p  o f  33 
Roo seve l t  e lk  found  th em se lv e s  a lone  

o n  E tol in Island. Jo in ed  a few  m on th s  la te r by 17 
Rocky  M oun ta in  elk, the  a n im a ls  h av e  e k ed  ou t  a 
liv ing, and h av e  f ina lly b e g un  to  e x p an d  to  o th e r  
is lands in Sou theas t .

l i t i s  year, A D F & G  is c o n s id e r ing  the  reques t  
o f  ihe K e tch ik an  S p o r t sm e n ’s A ssoc ia t io n  to a p ­
p rove  the h e rd ’s lirst p e rm i t  hun t in 1993.

T h is  hunt, i f  app roved , will h e ra ld  Ihe first e lk  
ever tak en  by an  A la skan  spor t  hu n te r  in s o u th ­
eas t A laska.

“T h e  p ro jec t s ta r ted  w ith a  bill in the  leg is la ­
ture  c a l l ing  fo r  no t less than  30 and  not m o re  than  
KM) e lk  on  E to l in  Is land ,"  s a y s  P e te r s bu rg  
A D F & G  b io log is t C ha r l ie  L and  (772-3801). “A 
c om p an io n  p iece  go t  J50.1MM) to pay  fo r it.”

T h e  hill w as  sp on so red  by  now-Senalo r R ob in  
T ay lo r  (father o f  the  F & H  N ew s  A la ska  editor). 
It met w ith  s t i f f  re s is tan ce  f rom  A D F & G  w ho  
fea red  that e lk  co u ld  not co-exist w i th  d e e r  on 
E to l in  Island.

T hank fu l ly  tho se  fea rs  h av e  no t b een  bo rn  out. 
V ideo  foo tage  o f  d e e r  l in ge r ing  n ea r  the  elk, as- 
sum cd ly  fo r p ro tec t ion  f rom  the  w o lv e s  d id  a  lot 
to  a s su age  fears tha t th e  tw o  sp ec ies  m igh t no t 
mix. S im ila rly, tha t s am e  foo tag e  sh ow ed  the  e lk  
g raz ing  on  grass, a ty p e  o f  fo liage  ba s ic a l ly  ig ­
no red  by S i tk a  b lack ta i l  deer, c a lm ing  conce rn s  
that the e lk  a nd  d e e r  m igh t  c om pe te  o v e r  food.

T ak en  f rom  the  J ew e l  M ea d o w s  in O re g o n  the 
first 33 e lk w ere  pa id  for w ith  go a ts  c ap tu red  n ea r  
Ke tch ikan . E ach  goa t  b rough t  tw o  e lk  ap iece . T h e  
first re lease  w a s  in J a n u a ry  o f  1987.

T w o  m on th s  later, 17 m o re  elk, this t im e  
Rocky  M oun ta in  e lk  f rom  O r e g o n ’s E lk h o m  
range, c am e  to  A la ska  in e x ch ang e  fo r  a sm a l l  
n u m b e r  o f  otter. T h e s e  o t te r  b e c am e  the l in chp in  
o f  a 5-state dea l  tha t e v en tu a l ly  c a r r ied  A la sk a ’s 
fu ib ea re rs  all the w ay  to  N eb ra ska .

try M arch  o f  1937 A D F & G  h ad  re lea sed  50 
elk on to  E to l in  Island. O f  these, 28 had  rad io  c o l ­
lars.

“W e mon i to red  Ihe dea liis  o f  o v e r  h a l f  the  e lk  
w ith  co l la rs  w ith in  18 mon th s ,” s a y s  Land. W o l f  
and be a r  p red a t ion  w a s  b lam ed  fo r  c u t t in g  the 
popu la t ion  dow n to  as l i t t le  a s  Vi o r  Vi its o r ig ina l  
size. " F ro m  there t h e y ’ve r e a ch ed  75 o r  100 a n i ­
m a ls ."

F rom  a low  re a ch ed  app rox im a te ly  tw o  yea rs  
a f te r  the first implan ts ,  the  e lk  h av e  b e c om e  a cc l i ­
m a ted  to the i r  predato rs, a n d  h av e  b egun  to e x ­
pand  qu ick ly .

D iffe ren t peop le  pu l  the ac tu a l  s ize o f  the he rd  
today  at n um be rs  r a ng in g  f rom  75 to  120 an ima ls .

T h e  la rge r f igu re  c om e s  f rom  a c en su s  tak en  
by D enn is  B iackenbeck ie r ,  w h o  e s t im a ted  the  
he rd  al 120 animals , 34 o f  w h ich  shou ld  b e  bu lls .

Doug  L a rsen  o f  the  K e tch ik an  office, w h o  pu ts  
the he rd  a t a  m o re  c on se rv a t iv e  100 a n im a ls  says  
that m on i to r ing  o f  the  e lk  h a s  been  en l i re ly  o p ­

portun is tic . l i t i s  gen e ra l ly  m ean s  tha t lit t le effort 
is m ad e  to  a c t ive ly  f ind  the elk. O ve r f l ig h ts  will 
p ick  u p  the o c c a s io n a l  rad io  c o l la r  as they  d id  on  
Oc t .  12 o f  th is  year, a n d  som e t im e s  non-collared 
e lk  a re  s p o t te d  on bea che s  and  in o p en  areas, but 
l itt le a c t ive  cou n t in g  o f  the  e lk  goes  on.

“Abou t ihe on ly  w ay  we c an  f ind  th em  is by 
fo l low ing  Ihe rad io  c o l la rs , "  s ay s  Larsen.

L a rsen  c o n fe s s e s  tha t recen t  e s t im a t io n s  o f  the 
he rd  s ize  h av e  had  to be e x t r a po la ted  f rom  a low  
n u m b e r  o f  s igh t in g s  and  the  ve ry  few  rad io  co l ­
lars  that a re  still in ope ra t ion . T h e  co l la rs  w e re  
g iv en  a 3-year ba t te ry  that th eo re t ica l ly  shou ld  
h a v e  exp ired  in J anu a ry  1990. L a rsen  be l ieves  
th e re  a re  6 still in opera t ion .

T h e  b e h av io r  o f  the tw o  su bg rou p s  re lea sed  on 
E to l in  5 ye a rs  a g o  d if fe rs  greatly . T h e  Rooseve l t  
su b g ro u p  ha s  s tayed  w ith in  a  few  m ile s  o f  its re ­
lea se  po in t in D ew ey  A n ch o ra g e  th roughou t  the ir  
s tay  on  the is land. L an d  repo r ts  that o v e r  the last 
y e a r  o r  so  the he rd  has b eg un  to m ig ra te  up  and 
d ow n  the h i l l s id e s  w i th  the c h a ng e  o f  s e a son s  —  
typ ica l o f  the ir  O re g o n  ances to rs .

T h e  R ocky  M oun ta in  subg roup , by contrast, 
has p rac t ica l ly  g r ow n  w ings. R epo r ts  o f  e lk  have  
c om e  f rom  d i f f e r in g  po in ts  on  Etolin , Bushy, 
Sh rubby , M itko f, Deer, B rownson ,  Za ren tbo , and 
the  is land s  o f  T h r e e  W ay  Passage . Amaz ing ly ,  
som e  o f  the se  i s lands  a re  s e p a ra ted  by  s t re tch es  o f  
w a te r  o v e r  a  m ile  w id e  at the i r  n a r row es t  point.

T h e  latest repo rt  p la c e s  a smal l  g rou p  o f  e lk  on  
the so u th  s ide  o f  C lev e la n d  Pen insu la, in S p a ­
c io u s  Bay. A lm os t  a s su red ly  Rocky  M oun ta in  
Elk, th is  g ro u p  w a s  repo r ted  to  Rober t D ew it t  in 
K e tch ik an  (225-4tX)2).

“T h e y ’re g o in g  l ike g angbu s te r s , "  he  says.
A c co rd in g  to Land, the  R ocky  M oun ta in  e lk  

have  e s tab l i sh ed  th em se lv e s  o n  bo th  E to l in  and  
Z a rem bo .  T h e  elk  on  Z a r em b o  h ad  tw o  rad io  co l ­
lars go in g  for a t im e  and  s ig h t in g s  are regu la r ly  
re po r ted  by  p a ss in g  f i sherm en .

O n  the a c c om pan y in g  map, the lo ca t ion s  o f  
som e  o f  the  d i f f e ic n l  s ig h t in g s  a re  c o lo red  in. R e ­
po r t s  f rom  f i sh e rm en  c om e  in to  L a n d ' s  office, 
and  to  D ew i t t ’s h o m e  regu la r ly , s om e  a c c o m p a ­
n ied  by  fu zzy  pho to g rap h s  o r  a d is tan t  v id eo  im ­
age. T o  b e  a c o n f i rm ed  sigh ting, a loca t ion  need s  
e i th e r  m u l t ip le  repo r t s  fror.. s e pa ra te  sou rce s  o r  a 
s ing le  report by an A D F & G  ob se rv e r  o r  c i t izen  
sou rce  w i th  a c on c lu s iv e  pho tog raph . U n co n ­
f i rm ed  repo r ts  a re  s igh t in g s  w i thou t  a  con c lu s iv e  
pho to g raph  that h av e  not b een  con f i rm ed  b y  s e p a ­
ra te  reports.

T h e  T a y lo r  c |k he rd  ha s  c o m e  in to  the  l im e ­
light o n c e  ag a in  w i th  Ihe d i s c o v e ry  o f  a  c ow  e lk  
p o a ch ed  on  the  no r th  s id e  o f  Z a rem bo .

A n o th e r  e lk  w a s  found  d ead  u n d e r  su sp ic io u s  
c i r c um s tan c e s  a lo ng  a  ro ad  on  the so u th  end  a 
few  w eek s  p rev ious ly ,  th is  o n e  w ea r in g  ; rad io  
col lar.

T h i s  is the s e c o n d  t im e  A D F & G  is aw a re  ol 
that the  he rd  h a s  b een  a t ta ck ed  by  poachers .  The  
last lime, in 1988, (wo K e tch ik an  re s iden ts  pu l led  
in to  a h a rb o r  in K e tch ik an  w ith  the ra ck s  o f  tw o  
bu l ls  f ly ing  in th e  r igg ing. O n e  o f  the  pa ir  r e ­
c e iv ed  a s t i f f  fine, the  o th e r  is a  fug i t iv e  front 
just ice .

l l t e  S l ik in c  S p o i l sm e n ’s A ssoc ia t ion , based  in

W range l l,  po s ted  a  $1,500 rew a rd  for 
i n f o rm a t io n  le a d in g  to  th e  a r r e s t  
and/or co n v ic t io n  o f  the  p e rson s  r e ­
sp on s ib le  fo r k i l l ing  Ihe e lk  on  Zaictn- 
bo. S ince  its in troduc t ion , the pu rse  
has qu ick ly  sk y ro ck e ted  to a round  
$4,000 thank s  to  m on ie s  do n a ted  by a 
d o z en  o r  m o re  W range l l  c it izens.

T h e  inv es t iga t ion  ha s  b een  s tym ied  
by a lack o f  in fo rm a t ion ,  leav ing  F ish  
and  W ild l i fe  P ro tec t ion  T ro o p e r  G reg  
H am m  (874-1215) d e sp e ra te  fo r  c lues.

If y ou  have  any in fo rm a t io n  rega rd in  
this c a se  do  no t he s i ta te  to ca l l  O f f i o  
I lan im  and  leave  a m essage .

I f  Ihe he rd  is lu cky  e n o u g h  to get 
m ild  w inter, Ihe n u m b e r s  ol elk i 
so u thea s t  m ay  j u m p  d ram a t ic a l ly .  At 
c o rd in g  to Land , the  e lk  hav e  calve  
e ach  y e a r  g iv in g  the  he rd  a s ign if ica i 
y o u n g e r  popu la t ion . If this young t 
popu la t io n  su rv ive s  the w in te r  in larg 
num be rs ,  m any  m o re  v iab le  pa i r s  wi 
be  ava i lab le  to b reed  nex t year.

S u m m i t  l a k e r s  h i t  P i x e e s

I’A X S O N  —  L a t e  D e c e m b e r  
shou ld  be  a  g rea t l im e  to  hit S u m m i t  
L ak e ,  thank s to  ov e r f low  e a r l ie r  in the 
mon th .

A cco rd in g  to L a r ry  Sm ith  o f  the 
S u m m i t  L a k e  L o d g e  (822-3969) 
s tand in g  w a te r  on  the  ice c o v e r s  som e  
f ine lake trout.

" S am  Z a sp ro  go t tw o  n ice  lake rs  a 
coup le  w e ek s  ago ,"  h e  says.

A cco rd ing  to  S m i th  bo th  fish were  
in the 7- to  9-pound range, a nd  had 
exce l len t  flavor. M o re  fish l ike these  
will be ava i lab le  in the w eek s  ahead .

a s sum in g  the w e a th e r  holds.
“T h e  lake  is beau tifu l,  it h a s  a  c o u ­

p le  in ch e s  o f  w a te r  on  it. I t ’s 15 b e low  
so  it sh ou ld  f reeze  u p  so l id  soon ,"  r e ­
po r ts  Sm ith .

Z a sp ro  took his tw o  fish on  a P ixce  
sp oo n  w i th  e i th e r  a  p ink  o r  red  cen ter, 
r epo r ts  Sm ith . J ig g in g  sp oo n s  o f  th is 
typ e  “s e em s  to  d o  the t r ick "  for 
S u m m i t ' s  lake  'rout.

M os t  o f  S um m i t  L ake  lays w i th in  
II) m ile s  o f  P ax so n  h e a d in g  north 
a lo n g  the R ich a rd so n  H ighw ay .

M i r r o r  L a k e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o d u c e

P O W  s t e e l h e a d  a b o u n d
K L A W O C K  —  I f  you  liv e  on  P r in c e  o f  

W i le s ,  o r  really lo ve  to fish  steelhead, n ow  
is the tim e to  b low  the dust o f f  you r gear and 
bead to  K la w o ck .

B o b  A n derson  o f  the F irew eed  Lo d g e  
(755-2930) reports that the steelhead have 
hit not ju s t the K la w o c k  R iv e r ,  bu t E a g le  
R iv e r ,  H a n t s  C r e e k  a n d  T w e lv e m lle  A r m  
C r e e k  as well.

“T h e y ’v e  been real hot. 1 expect they’ll 
b e  there fo r the next m onth  or tw o, in to  Jan­
uary,” says Anderson.

T h e  w inter steelhead run doesn ’t get p u b ­
lic iz e d  as heavily  as the spring run fo r sev ­

eral reasons. First, it’ s sm aller and w o n 't  a c ­
com m oda te  as m any fisherm en. S e co n d , but 
m ost im portantly, d ie  weather is too  unsta­
b le  to  predict. A s  a result, lo w  fish ing  pres­
sure a llow s a fisherm en to get in to som e 
good  angling just - 'itside o f  d ow n tow n  K la ­
w o ck .

“I hesitate to ni.uket it due  to the in co n ­
sistencies in the weather,” testifies A n d er­
son, “I f  anybody’s interested they ’ re there 
right now .”

A  fe w  fly -in  fisherm en have  a lr e ady  been 
testing the water, w h ich  so  far r em a in s  free 
o f  ice .

A N C H O R A G E  —  F ish ing  in M i r ­
r o r  L a k e  rem a in s  g o o d  a cco rd ing  to 
M arv in  S chm id t  o f  No r th e rn  R e c re ­
a tion (376-8087).

"F i sh in g  at M ir ro r  L ake  a nd  F i n g e r  
L a k e  ha s  b een  good . I t ’s a lso  pretty 
g ood  on B ig  La k e ,"  he says.

The  Ch inook  that b lew  th rough  a 
few  w eek s  a go  hasn ' t  left a n y  e n d u r ­
ing m a rk s  on  the ice. A s  a resu l t  f i s h ­
e rm en  a rm ed  w ith a  Sw ed ish  P im p le  
o r tw o  c an  gel in to  s o m e  g o od  s choo ls  
ot land locked  kings.

In recen t  y e a r s  M ir ro r  I ake  ha s  had 
troub le  w ith  ex c e s s iv e  a lgae. Luck i ly  
tha t p rob lem  h a s n ’t ra ised  its h ead  this 
year.

" T h e  lake ha s  d e n i e d  up, fish there 
a re  tas ty  and  c le an , "  s a y s  Schm id t.

A c o n f e s s e d  b a i t  f i s h e r m a n ,  
S chm id t  p re fe rs  to use  s h r im p  ove r  
o th e r  baits. J ig g in g  fans tend  tow a rd  
the  Sw ed ish  Pimple .

M in o r  Lake  lays abou t h a l lw ay  b e ­
tw een  W as i l la  and  A n ch o ra g e  ju s t  o f f  
the  G le nn  H ighw ay .  T a k e  e i th e r  the 
E k l u t n a o r  Pe te r ' s  c re ek  exits.

A d m i r a l t y  d e e r  m o v e  h i g h  a g a i n

A N G O O N  —  D ee r  h un t in g  m o u n d  the sou th  
end  o f  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  got a little m o re  d i f f i ­
cu l t  ea r ly  th is  m on th  but sh ou ld  im p rove  as s n ow  
pu sh e s  the a n im a ls  back d ow n  the bills.

Ed Ledoux  o f  W ha le r ' s  C ov e  L od g e  (738- 
3 123) says t i a t  d e e r  on A dm ira l ty  w e re  a bit ha rd  
to find.

“I jus t c am e  in Iroui tleei l im iting anil the de e r  
h av e  m oved  up  aga in ,"  he  reports . “T h e y ’ll be  
c om in g  d ow n  w ith  the sn ow  "

Bu tch  Y oung  o f  the  S i tka  A D F & G  off ice  (7 
5449) was  not n ea r ly  as op t im is t ic .

“Hun t ing  on  so u th  A dm ir a l ty  is not good ,’ 
says . “T h ey  co u ld  be u p  high, o r  they  cou ld  
gone, we d o n ’t rea l ly  k n ow .”

Kurt Abell, a lso  o f  W ha le r ' s  C ov e  L odge  l< 
F & H  N ew s  that the so u th  e nd  o f  A dm ira l ty  
land  ho ld s  a g o o d  popu la t io n  o f  deer. While  
d o e s  no t r e c om m en d  hun t ing  n ea r  the villiugc, 
eas  l ike u p p e r  E l iz a  H a r b o r  a nd  I 'y b u s  I ta y  
y ie ld  bucks.

fin.-.-i H .s i i iN r :  x  itiuv 11w» ■ n i ’ • •




