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We oppose this bill becau^it is not in the best interest of tne state.
The present Municipal Land Act limits what lands can be used to calculate municipalities’ 
entitlement and, more importantly, what type of land is suitable to be conveyed to municipalities. 
The present definition limits tins to land classified agricultural, grazing, material, public 
recreaton, or settlement. It does noc include land classified for forest, geothermal, heritage 
resources, oil and gas, reserved use, resource management, transportation corridor, Gr wildlife 
habitat.
These land classifications, that could be used to determine entitlements and eventual ownership 
were carefully decided in 197S, when the Municipal Land Act became law. The classifications were 
individually looked at and put into categories that were in the states interest to retain, and those 
that were appropriate for local ownership to support local activities and revenue generation.
If this bill becomes law, municipalities will be able to select and obtain ownership over any state 
land, including land within legislatively designated areas such as parks, game refuges, sanctuaries, 
and recreational areas. This will leave the state in a position of not being able to protect the 
overall interest of all its citizens.
The following chart depicts the additional land that would need to be conveyed, just to boroughs:

Boroughs State
Land

10% State 
Land

Present
Entitlement

Aleutians East Borough 1,184,113 118,411.3 Not Certified
Municipality of Anchorage 543,184 54,318.4 44,893
Bristol Bay Borough 105,213 10,521.3 2,S98~
Denali Borough 3 ,0 1 7 ,6 6 '1. 301,766.1 Not Certified
Fairbanks North Star Borocgh 2,973,355 297,335.5 112,000
Haines Borough 155,171 15,517.1 2,800
City and Borough of Juneau 40,069 4,006.9 19,584
Kenai Peninsula Borough 2,171,394 217,139.4 155,780
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 27,692 2,769.2 11,593
Kodiak Island Borough 628,817 62,881.7 56,500
Lake and Peninsula Borough 4,198,660 419,866.0 Not Certified
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 9,881,324 988,132.4 355,210
North Slope Borough 8,644,2S2 864,428.2 89,850
Northwest Arctic Borough 3,242,039 324,203.9 285,000
City and Borough of Sitka 15,499 1,549.9 10,500
Yakatat 5,000 500.0 Not Certified



In some cases, such as foWne Municipality of Anchorage, me State does own enough land to 
convey the additional entitlement unless land is removed from legislatively designated areas 
(Chugiak State Park). In addition, there are 29 cities that presently have an entitlement of 26,810 
acres. All of the boroughs, plus all cities that have state land within their boundaries, will have 
to be recertihed. It should also be noted that all entitlements are vested property rights that must 
be full-filled. It should also be noted that we currently have a back log of unprocessed applications 
for 20 municipalities that total 620,000 acres.
Current law, AS 29.65.030 (b), requires that municipal entitlements be certified within two years 
and six months of incorporation, or within six months if a municipality requests certification on 
an expeditious basis. Current law, AS 29.65.040 (d), also requires that municipalities must select 
land within one year after certification. Finally, AS 29.65.050(c), requires that all selections must 
be approved or disapproved withir nine months of selection.
This fiscal note reflects these requirements. If  a more moderate approach is adopted this fiscal 
note needs to be amended.
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r While we support the  t r a n s fa ^ U a n d  to municipalities, we do n ^ f l^ p p o r t th is  bill in its p resen t 
form because it  is not in  th e iB I t  in te res t of the sta te .

The present Municipal Land Act limits what lands can be used to calculate municipalities’ 
entitlement and, more importantly, what type of land is suitable to be conveyed to municipalities. 
The present definition limits this to land classified agricultural, grazing, material, public 
recreation, or settlement. It does not include land classified for forest, geothermal, heritage 
resources, oil and gas, reserved use, resource management, transportation corridor, or wildlife 
habitat.
These classifications were carefully decided in 1978 when the Municipal Land Act became law. 
The classifications were individually looked at and put into categories that were in the states 
interest to retain, and those that were appropriate for local ownership to support local activities 
and revenue generation.
By including all land classifications, the land use planning process, which incudes a public process, 
essentially becomes moot.
The following chart approximately depicts the additional land that would need to be conveyed to 
boroughs. The chart has not taken into account state land that has already been conveyed to 
municipalities, University or Mental Health land and Legislatively Designated Areas.
1 . . . . .  ......................................... -

Boroughs State
Land

10% State 
Land

Present
Entitlement

Aleutians East Borough 1,184,113 118,411.3 Not Certified
Municipality of Anchorage 543,184 54,318.4 44,893
Bristol Bay Borough 105,213 10,521.3 2,898
Denali Borough 3,017,661 301,766.1 Not Certified
Fairbanks North Star Borough 2,973,355 297,335.5 112,000
Haines Borough 155,171 15,517.1 2,800
City and Borough of Juneau 40,069 4,006.9 19,584
Kenai Peninsula Borough 2,171,394 217,139.4 155,780
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 27,692 2,769.2 11,593
Kodiak Island Borough 628,817 62,881.7 56,500
Lake and Peninsula Borough 4,198,660 419,866.0 Not Certified
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 9,881,324 988,132.4 355,210
North Slope Borough 8,644,282 864,428.2 89,850
Northwest Arctic Borough 3,242,039 324,203.9 285,000
City and Borough of Sitka 15,499 1,549.9 10,500
Yakatat 5,000 500.0 Nr„ Certified

P a g e  1  o f  3



In addition, there are 29 citkflthat presently have an entitlen^tfkof 26,810 acres. All of these, 
plus all other cities that ha^B^ate land within their boundari^^ill have to be readjudicated.
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