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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB"IQ

1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Qate: Dept Affected:  corrections

lia: An Act relating to the possession BRU: All

0f controlled substances... Component: All

sponsor. Sen. Pearce

Requestor: Senate Finance COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 694-1884
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
| OPERATING EXPENDITURES ' Fles | Fos FY 97 Ffos FT 99 Ff 00
PERSONAL SERVICES l Lo
TRAVEL l

CONTRACTUAL l 1
SUPPLIES | l
EQUIPMENT e ! l
LAND & STRUCTURES ! l
GRANTS, CLAIMS l
| MISCELLANEQUS l l
| TOTAL OPERATING 0 | 0 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES X L0 0 0 0 0
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0 l 0 0 0 0 0
FUND SOURCE [Thousands of dollars!

1002 Federal Receipts 1

1003 GF Match ! l

1004-GF ' | 1

1005 GF/Program Receipts i l

1006 GF/MHTIA i 1

Other i l

TOTAL 0 L0 0 0 0 0
Estimete ofiny currant year (FY94) coat $ q

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME l

PART-TIME l

TEMPORARY l
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary)

Please see the attached fiscal analysis.
Prepared by: Diane Sc.henker, Soecial Assistant —  PhonedfiS-4648/786?! 47
Division: Office of the Commissioner Data 37/ / [/ d;
1

Approved by Commissioner: J . Frank Prewitt, Jr. _\]_— Date: 3'U )q/\
Agency: Department of Corrections 7

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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Fiscal Note/DOC
SB 319

March 1, 1994
Page 2 of 2

The bill would increase the severity, and thus length of sentence, for'certain drug crimes if
committed in proximity to recreation and youth centers. A class C felony (MICS IV) would
become a class B felony (MICS 1II), and a class A misdemeanor (MICS V) would become a
class C felony (MICS 1V) if certain controlled substances were possessed within 500 feet of a
youth or recreational center.

Assumptions

1. It is assumed that the effect of this measure might be similar to the effect of increasing
the severity of MICS offenses which are committed in the proximity of schools, as provided
under current law. The department was unable to locate any meaningful data on the
frequency with which these offenses occur or their impact on the incarcerated or
probation/parole populations. Only data on the actual offense category is available, which
does not include the specific elements of the offense, such as proximity to a school.
Therefore, the department contacted several law enforcement agencies/personnel and one
prosecutor and asked how frequently such offenses occur. A district attorney informed the
department that one such case occurred in the two years he was in that position. Three police
officers stated such offenses occur "almost never." One police agency reported an average of
5.5 arrests near schools within the past four years. The department does not have the research
resources needed to find out how this would correlate with actual convictions and sentences,
so no conclusion could be drawn. Based upon this small amount of information, the
department assumes that the behaviors described in the bill will "almost never" result in
raising the severity of an offense from one category to another, and thus will not impact
incarcerated or probation/parole populations..

2. In a profile of the incarcerated population on June 30, 1993, there were 41 inmates
incarcerated for MICS IV and 75 incarcerated for MICS Ill. There were 96 inmates actually
sentenced for MICS IV during 1992, and 119 sentenced for MICS 1Q. In the June profile,
there were 211 offenders under probation or parole supervision for MICS IV and 346
offenders being supervised for MICS HI. Any increase in sentence length, or movement from
misdemeanor to. felony level which might result from this bill would seriously impact the
department, given the number ol ca”s involved. (Misdemeanor cases are not supervised by
the department when placed on probation.)

3. If the department obtains any information contradicting the "almost never" incidence rate
assumed above, the fiscal note will be revised to reflect an increase in prisoner-days
($113/day) and probation/parole-days ($6/day), as well as any captit

+al funds necessary to expand correctional bedspace, based upon the numbers of current
MICS 11l and IV cases under the department's custody on June 30, 1993.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 319
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: February 23. 1994, Depanment Affected: Deoanment of Law
Title: *...talatinQ to the possession of controlled BRU:  Prosecution

aubsiences within 500 feel of recreation anti voulh centers.* Component: Al

Sponsor: Senator Pearce

Requestor: Senator Pearce COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 00P5 through 0090

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00

PERSONAL

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND &

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- 0- 0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

'REVENUE

FUNDING:

1002 Federal

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program

1006 GF/MHTIA

OTHER

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- 0-
*POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate-of current year (FY94) impact: -0-

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
Please see the attached analysis.

Prepared by: Richard I. Peaues. Director Phone: 465-3672
Division: ~Administrative Seryipgg Division, [)-----ceoeemeee , f Date: February 23. 1994

Approved by Commissioner: Bruce M. Botelho? Attorney General
Agency: Department of Law Date: February 23. 1994

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
Rev 11/93 Page 1
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 319
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION:

This billamends AS 11.71 to extend the current prohibitions and penalties for possession of a controlled substance
within 500 feet of school grounds to also include prohibiting possession of a controlled substance within 500 feet of a
recreation or youth center.

This bill defines “recreation or youth center* to mean a building, structure, athletic playing field, or playground
operated by a municipality or the state to provide athletic, recreational, or leisure activities for minors. We do not believe
the bill will have a fiscal impact because the number of cases involving possession of a controlled substance under current
law is not significant and, extension of "Drug Free" zones to include recrection and youth centers, will not add any new

significant workload.

Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA

(R id®ijnoi«DER

till Version:_

1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Dale:_

Revision Date: Dept. Affected: Health and Social Services

Title: An Act relating to possession of controlled BRU: Alcohol & Drug Abuse
substance within 500 ft of recreation & Youth Center Component: Administration

Sponsor: Senator's Pearce. Kelly & Lincoln

Requestor: COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 302
OPERATING FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FYO0O0
PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
MISCELLANEOUS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGES IN REVENUES 0 | 0 0 0 0 0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1006 GF/MHTIA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0] 0 ol 0
PART-TIME 0 0] 0 ol 0

I TEMPORARY 0 0 0] 0 01 0
Estimate of current year (FY94) cost $
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This Bill has no fiscal impact upon the Department of Health and Social Services

Prepared by: Suzanne P e t N Phone:  465-2071

Division: Acoholism antpDjugjAbuse /) _ ANNZZZZHZI Date: 02/18/94

Approved by Commissioner: ' Manraretfo.Lowe,M.Ed..Ed.S. Date: 2-—

Agency: Department of Health & Social Services

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor’s Legislative Office
Page 1 of



FISCAL NOTE ("

]%TEE&S%%ES,S@N BILL t\n S!qmomej;AA;lA /.

Revision Date: _ _ Dept. Affected: Puhlir. Safety
Title: ~ Drug Free Recreation and Ynufh Centfis___ BRU: Alaska State Trnnnprs
Component: Detachments

Sponsor: SENATOR PEARCE
Requestor: SENATOR_PEARCE COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 799

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHAMOE N REVENUES | )

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of current year (FY 94) impact: $
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
No fiscal impact anticipated.

Prepared By: Lae Ann Lunas Phone: 465-4372
Division: Cammissinnp.r's Qffir.p. / Date: 2/22/24
Approved by Commissioner: Date:
Agency: . Richard L_Burton. Dent, nf Pnhlir. Safp.ty
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Rt 0L/ For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 1 o 1



Alaska State Legislature

During Session:
State Capitol
Juneau; AK 99801-1182
(907) 465-4993
Fax (907) 465-3872

During Inienm:

3111 C Street. Suite 150
.ncnorage. AK 99503-3925
(907) 561-2038
fax (907) 561-4194

Senator Drue Pearce
District F

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 319 takes the idea of "Drug-Free School Zones" and expands it to
include the areas around "recreation and youth centers.” This includes buildings,
structures, playgrounds and athletic playing fields. The legislation stiffens the

penalties on people who possess drugs where children go to play.

Criminal justice, education, and substance abuse prevention leaders agree diat die
best resolution to the current drug epidemic lies in reducing the demand for illegal
drugs, particularly among youth. The reason we create neighborhood playgrounds
and recreation centers is to provide healthy alternatives for our citizens. Children
and adults should not be intimidated by people who push or possess illegal

substances in these areas.

Under SB-319, ifa person is caught with drugs within 500 feet of a recreation or
youth center, they will be charged with either misconduct involving a controlled
substance.in the third degree or the fourth degree, depending on the nature of the
drug. Both ofthese are felony charges. Current statutes provide for only
misconduct involving a controlled substance in the fourth degree or fifth degree (a
misdemeanor). The proposed penalties are the same as current statutes for "Drug-

Free School Zones."

Anchorage Police ChiefKevin O'Leary says the area around recreation and youth
centers are fertile ground for those who promote and sell drugs to children. Officer
Patrick O'Brien, a police/school liaison officer, says the parking lot of the Fairview
Recreation Center is the site ofa huge drug trade. The director of Spenard
Recreation Center says the local drug dealer lives across the street. We must give

law enforcement officials additional weapons to stop this illegal activity.
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1791-1991

CITY OF KENAI

"Oil Capital Alaika™"

210 FIDALGO KENAI, ALASCA m il
TELEPHONE 203 - 7535
FAX 907-203-3014

March 3rd, 1994 --

The Kenai Recreation Center and Teen Center are awé&ocation
where a large number of adults and teens come together to participate
in various recreational activities.

While inside the building individuals are carefully supervised
by staff, but once outside of the building, and just off the grounds,
supervision is much more difficult. It is this area, outside of the
facility, where individuals possessing or selling drugs would most likely
be found.

The Staff at the Kenai Recreational Center and Teen Center strongly
supppnt House Bill 337, because we feel that it will give our local
Police Department-added incentive to closely monitor the area outside
of our facility. We also believe that the drug-free recreation and
youth center zone signs will communicate our staff"s commitment to
providing a safe drug-free enviroraent for all individuals who use

our facility.

Sincerely,

Asst. Sunarvisor of Teen Center



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGIS@HAI\ éE%_IKé@&BENCY

FIIX (907) 465-2029 130 Sew ard Street, Suite 409
M ail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M February 22, 1994

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of SB 319
(Work Order No 8-LS1736/A)

TO: Senator Drue Pearce
Attn: Ken Erickson

FROM Jerry Luckhauptenr”
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, please note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be
considered an authoritative interpretation of the bill - the bill itself is the best
statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 11.71.030(a)(3)" by providing that it is illegal to
possess any amount ofa schedule IA or I1A controlled substance at or within 500 feet
of a recreation or youth center.”®

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 11.71.030(b) to provide that it is an affirmative
defense to a prosecution for possessing a schedule LA or I1A controlled substance at
or within 500 feet of a recreation or youth center that the possession occurred
entirely within a private residence located within 500 feet of the recreation or youth
center and that the possession did not involve distributing, dispensing, or possessing
with the intent to sell.

AS 11.71.030 is misconduct ir_wolvin% controlled substance in the third degree, a class B felony,
which is punishable as provided in AS 12.55.125(d)(imprisonment) and 12.55.035(fine).

Schedule LA and 1A controlled substances are identified at AS 11.71.140 and 11.71.150,
respectively.



Senator Drue Pearce
February 22, 1994
Page 2

Section 3 of the bill amends AS 11.71.040(a)(4)™ to make it illegal to possess a
schedule II1A, IVA, VA, VIA controlled substance at or within 500 feet of a
recreation or youth center.-»

Section 4 of the bill amends AS 11.71 040(b) to make it an affirmative defense to a
prosecution for possessing a schedule IILA, IVA, VA, or VIA controlled substance
at or within 500 feet of a recreation or. youth center that the possession occurred
entirely within a private residence located within 500 feet of the recreation or youth
center.

Section 5 of the bill provides a definition of "recreation or youth center.”

Section 6 of the bill amends AS 28.01.010(d) by providing a new paragraph (2) that
allows municipalities to post "drug-free recreation or youth center zone" signs.

GPL:gc
94-148.glc

AS 11.71.040 is misconduct involving controlled substances in the fourth degree, a class C felony,
which is punishable as provided in AS 12.55.125(e)(imprisonment) and 12.55.035(fine).

Schedule ILA, IVA, VA, and VIA controlled substances are identified at AS 11.71.160, 11.71.170,
11.71.180, and 11.71.190, respectively.



February 22, 1994

Senator Drue Pearce

State Ca itol_ Room 5
Juneau, RK 998(01- 1%%

Dear Senator Pearce:
This letter is in support 0fS.B. 319. It seems Iolg;llcal to me that anﬁarea

where yqun g | at er we haverﬁ reg ?n3|d|t as a.community to
fotec the ﬁSIb|e Il sen i at kind of message. It
gpvest e o geg tg/ to ta actlop VIO ations occur,
ubs ance use and abuse ave eno tedec epas few years,
owever when |tcomesto ou atsstl eareaw ere ost
Nr0 ems are occurrm at can contmue to assist this
Oroblem from risin am vves ?]u ;l)(ort hese areaswhere oung
aeope%atherare 0S vulnerable ort |nd % ¥ We have to let
‘mowthatwe are workin |nt elr Interest,
0061 very grateful for this legjslation |t ro es to met atyou and your

are Very co cerne out the teenagers of our commurfjties,
3|ﬁveﬂt'0n IS the oynly Rope We%ave for the tutt?re Best otﬁuc Wlth this

Sincerely,

J o3
Executive Director
[JDM
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Senator Drue W. Pearce
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Pearce:-

A

%ALASKA%W—]EB

Service since 1921

| have received acopy of proposed legislation, Senate Bill 319,
which widens the scope of areas designated as drug-free zones.
As you may already know, the areas around recreation and youth
centers arc indeed fertile ground for those who promote and sell
drugs to our children. The fact that buildings, playgrounds and

athletic fields have been included in the bill enhances the

effectiveness of this Important legislation.

The Anchorage Police Department, In cooperation with the School
District, does its very best to protect our youth from drugs by
education, counseling, and by vigilance in and near schools.
However, it is time to attack the drug problem on as many fronts as
possible. We enthusiastically support SB 319 and its goals to
eradicate drugs from any area where children may be present, and to
severely punish those who would possess, use, promote or sell

controlled substances near our children.

Sincerely,

J !
Duane S. Udland
Deputy Ch~fof Police

PM M r brand fax transmittal memo 7B71 [*otw > /
p«pi- *W orr r— B
hti @ e
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i5g I£U NCslisati&n ana J5-Ji ardiiociutian
P.O. Box 10256J
Anchorage. Alaska 99510-266*:

February 17, 1994

Representative Jim Nordlund
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Rep. Nordlund:

Thank you for your sponsorship of House Bill No. 337
and for sharing a copy of this proposed legislation with me.
After studying the bill this week, asking for opinions from
my membership and then sharing it with my own city Police
Chief for his comment, 1 believe HB337 will greatly benefit
communities throughout our state and will assist the goals
of the Alaska Recreation and Park Association (ARPA).

Not only does HB337 clear up current law and make it more
enforceable, but it extends stiffer penalties for possession
of controlled substances to include zones where young people
play and recreate, as well as where they attend school. It
is an unfortunate fact of life that drugs are available and
readily accessible throughout our state, but we should not
tolerate this condition and should take steps like HB337 to
"say no to drugs" and to drug dealers.

ARPA believes recreation and play should be a positive
experience. We support HB337 and other efforts like it that
would help say "NO!"™ to those who would enter our parks, play
areas and recreation centers to ruin that positive experience
and to potentially ruin the lives of those we serve.

Please feel free to contact me at any time regarding this
issue or any other involving recreation and parks, and | thank

you for your fine efforts.

, President
and Park Association

cc: ARPA Board of Directors

" iPalti fox ZPtopU
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Representative Jim Nordlund
Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

February 18,1994

Letter of Support for House Bill No 337

As Director of the Spenard Community Recreation Center and speaking from a youth oriented
perspective, 1support House Bill No. 337 Having read the bill | believe that setting up drug free
zones for youth and recreation centers will greatly benefit not only the Spenard Community
Recreation Center, but similar areas across the state The bill will benefit the youth of the
community and hopefully prevent any problems with controlled substances

Sincaralv ~ §?

Sharon Perrin, Director
Spenard Community Recreation Canter
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ANCHORAGE POUCE D T.OYEES ASSOCIATION

4301 Souifa Bragflw Street Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1599

-Representative Jim Nordlund
Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

February 3, 1994

Dear Representative Nordlund:

The Anchorage Police DepartmentEmployees Association strongly endorses House Bill 337. The
Association feels thatyouth and recreation centers should be drug free zones that offerfamilies and
children recreational opportunities free of inrring”Titna mom street predators.

RccognMt s t'rat the expanded warding in this statute is the first steptoward aggressive, proactive
enforcement the A.P.D.E.A. encourages ail legislators to supportHB 337. This will send a clear
message throughout the state's criminal justice system that tins legislature means business by
targeting specific elements of the criminal community who have blanramly and deviously infringed
on areas which should be oasises of childhood innocence and strongholds of wholesome family

activities.

The represented employees of the A-ADJLA. stand firm in our support of HB 337 and commend
your efforts pertaining”o this issue.- e« - o

Sincerely,



S urvey of

S h ow s

Recently, the National
Coalition for Drug-Free
School Zones conducted a
national survey of state
Attorneys General to de-
termine which states have
Drug-Free School Zone
(DFSZ) legislation and to
discover new innovations
in the area of Drug and
Weapon-Free School Zone
legislation. The survey
questioned whether:

» Each state has a DFSZ
law in effect or pending
before its legislation.

* There has been a legal
challengetothatDFSZlaw.
e The legislation has been
amended.

* A Weapon-Free School
Zone (WFSZ) law is in ef-
fect, pending, orproposed.

Of the forty-five states
whichrespondedtothe sur-
vey:

* Forty have DFSZ laws in
effect.

e Sixteen have amended
their DFSZ legislation, en-
hancing the penalties for
drug offenses or designat-
ing specific places (such as
public housing facilities)as
Drug-Free Zones.

» Twelve states have en-
acted WFSZ legislation

e Sevenstateshavea WFSZ
provision pending before
the state legislature.

Currently, Drug and
Weapon-Free School Zone
legislation is pending be-
fore the Texas and Ne-
braska state legislature.

S

ta te A tto

E n couragin

The states of North Da-
kota. Ohio, and West Vir-
ginia do not have DFSZ or
WFSZ legislation enacted
or proposed.

In Nevada, legislation
has been enacted which ex-
tends the boundaries of a
Drug-Free Zone to encom-
pass a 1,000 foot area sur-
rounding playgrounds,
publicswimmingpools,rec-
reational centersforyouths,
and collegecampuses.This
amendment poses an addi-
tional penalty forviolations
occurringwithin 1.000 feet
of a school bus stop, one
hour before school begins
and one hour after school
ends during scheduled
schooldays. The legislation
also designates the 1,000
foot area surrounding a
videoarcadeasaDrug-Free
Zone.

The Coalition supports
the position taken in Ne-
vada because these provi-
sions recognize that any
area in which children con-
gregate shouldbe protected
from drug offenders. The
Nevadalegislature has also
passed a provision prohib-
iting the possession ofdan-
gerous weapons on the
property of the University
of Nevada system, as well
as publicorprivate schools,
and withinvehiclesofa pub-
lic or private school.

New Jersey, which has
been a leader in the Drug-
Free School Zoneinitiative,

rn e y s G

g

e nera l

S ig n s

hasamended its legislation
clarifying that in a case in-
volving DFSZs: the fact
that no juveniles were
present or that school was
notin session atthe time of
the offense, is not an ad-
equate defense. The state
successfully defended a le-
gal challenge to its DFSZ
law in which the court up-
holds the law which finds
the 1,000 footdistance pro-
vision in the statute not
vague or over-broad. A bill
establishing Weapon-Free
Zonesispending before the
StateofNew Jersey Senate
and General Assembly.
This bill, if passed, will
make it a crime to know-
ingly possess a dangerous
weapon “inoruponanypan
ofthe buildings or grounds
of any school, college, uni-
versity, orothereducational
institutions..irrespective of
the factthatthe offenderpos-
sessesavalid permittocarry
the firearm.”

Utah’s DFSZ legislation
has been amended to in-
clude shopping mails, pub-
lic parks, churches, recre-
ation centers, video ar-
cades, parking lots,and sta-
diums. The statute also in-
cludes increased penalties
for offenses involving per-
sons under 18, regardless
ofwhere the offense occurs.

An amendment ex-
tendsto Wisconsin's DFSZ
law to include public
parks, pools, youth and
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community centers, and
school buses. Thisamend-
ment also contains a provi-
sionenabling officialstoin-
crease the maximum term
ofmprisonmentprescribed
by law by five years. How-
ever, Wisconsin’s WFZ law
is restricted to areas desig-
nated as a “school zone.”
Connecticuthas added
a provision which extends
the DFZlaw toinclude pub-
lichousingprojectsand has
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enacted a WFSZ law. This
issimilarto the Minnesota
DFSZlegislationwhich pro-
vides for increased penal-
ties for drug and weapon
offenseswhichoccurwithin
a school zone, public hous-
ing zone or park zone.
The NCDFSZ is en-
couraged by the develop-
ments in the Drug-Free
School Zone initiative, es-
pecially those provisions
including public housing

MENDK )

DRUG-FRJEE SCHOOL ZONES

W el

projects, recreational cen-
ters and parks. Hamish
Park, Coalition Program
Director, anticipates that
more states will expand
their Drug-Free Zone leg-
islation to include addi-
tional public places. The
Coalitioniscurrently com-
piling Weapon-Free Zone
legislation in order to pro-
vide a model for those
states wishing to enact
WFSZ laws. ¢
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